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Senate OKs Bill Package To
Combat COVID-19

TRENTON — In a major bipartisan
effort, the state Senate
overwhelmingly cleared 27 bills
Thursday that will help the state
address the COVID-19 crisis now,
and in the months ahead.

In order to address the needs of
New Jersey residents during and
following the Coronavirus public
health emergency, the Senate cleared
the following bills;

• S-2304, provides that an employee
is eligible for earned sick leave, family
temporary disability leave, temporary
disability leave or family leave, as
appropriate, if they are unable to work
during a state of emergency because
a physician or public health authority
has determined they should quarantine
to protect the health of others;

• A-3095/S-1982, gives county
clerks an extra week to proof, print,
prepare and send mail-in ballots to
voters. The bill would help county
clerks handle the significant number
of mail-in ballots that are expected to
be used during the 2020 primary
election;

• A-3813/S-2292, would allow
remote learning to apply to the 180-
day instruction requirement for school
districts during extended emergency
school closures. This bill would apply
for both a declared state of emergency
and a public health emergency;

• A-3840/S-2281, would require
school districts to provide meals to
students enrolled in the free or reduced
meal program during COVID-19
school closings. The bill provides
direction as to how schools may
distribute meals or meal vouchers;

• A-3841/S-2300, would
automatically extend the deadline to
file a gross income tax or corporation
business tax return if the federal
government extends the filing or
payment due date for federal returns.
The federal government recently
announced a 90-day extension of the
tax returns;

• A-3842/S-2282, would allocate
funds to expand access to laptops,
tablets, hot spot devices and other
technology for students to use at home
or at school. This bill would address
the digital divide and ensure students
have the technology they need for
remote instruction;

• A-3843/S-2283, would require
health insurance and Medicaid to
cover testing for COVID-19,
telehealth and telemedicine services,
without cost-sharing requirements,
during the state of emergency;

•  A-3845/S-2284, would authorize
the New Jersey Economic
Development Authority to provide
grants during periods of emergency
declared by the Governor, such as the
coronavirus, and for the duration of
the economic disruptions caused by
the emergency;

•  A-3846/S-2293, would create the
“Temporary Lost Wage
Unemployment Program” to allow
those affected by coronavirus to
recoup wages lost and to assist
employers who pay wages to workers
under quarantine. The bill
appropriates $20 million for the
program;

• A-3848/S-2301, would prohibit
an employer from terminating, or
refusing to reinstate, an employee
who takes time off from work at the
recommendation of a medical
professional due to an infectious
disease;

• A-3849/S-2302, would allow a
flexible deadline for OPRA requests
during a statewide or local
emergency. In those instances, the
bill would require a reasonable
effort be made to respond in seven
business days, or as soon as possible
thereafter;

• A-3850/S-2294, would allow a
public body to conduct meetings
electronically during a statewide or
local emergency. Under the bill, public
business conducted electronically
should be limited to matters necessary
for the continuing operation of
government or related to the
applicable declarations of emergency;

• A-3851/S-2295, would permit the
extension of deadlines for adopting
county and municipal budgets when
the Governor has declared a public
health emergency, a state of
emergency or both;

• A-3852/S-2296, would allow the
conduct of state business and
legislative sessions at locations other
than Trenton during periods of
emergency, as determined by the
Governor or the State Legislature.
Under the bill, the Legislature would
be able to use available technology to
conduct business and comply with
the requirements of the New Jersey
Constitution;

• A-3854/S-2286, would authorize
all licensed health-care facilities and
clinical laboratories to collect
specimens to test for COVID-19 for
the duration of the public health
emergency;

• A-3855/S-2287, would require
the statewide 2-1-1 system and all
executive branch departments to
prominently display information
concerning food access programs and
resources through their websites and
social media for the duration of any
declared public health emergency;

• A-3856/S-2297, would
appropriate $10 million for health
care and residential facility sanitation
due to the COVID-19 outbreak.
Eligible facilities would include
nursing homes, senior centers, long-
term care facilities and homeless
shelters, among others;

• A-3857/S-2275, would
appropriate $15 million for grants to
the Community Food Bank of New
Jersey, the Food Bank of South Jersey
and Fulfill Monmouth and Ocean to
provide assistance to families in need.

• A-3858/S-2288, would direct the
commissioner of human services to
issue supplemental cash assistance
payments to eligible recipients of the
Work First New Jersey Program, in
addition to their standard benefits,
during a public health emergency in
which it is determined the standard
benefits are insufficient to support
the needs of recipients.

• A-3859/S-2276, would allow the
Governor to issue an executive order
to prohibit residential tenant evictions
and foreclosure evictions during a
public health emergency or state of
emergency;

• A-3860/S-2289, would authorize
any health care practitioner to provide
and bill for services using
telemedicine and telehealth during
the COVID-19 public health
emergency;

• A-3861/S-2290, would permit
corporations to hold shareholder
meetings in part or solely by means of
remote communications during a state
of emergency;

• A-3862/S-2298, would allow
professional or occupational licensing
boards to grant licenses, certificates
of registration and certifications on
an expedited basis to individuals who
hold a corresponding credential, in
good standing, in another state, during
a state of emergency or a public health
emergency;

• A-3864/S-2299, would allow
notaries public to perform certain
notarial acts remotely, using
communication technology;

• A-3865/S-2291, would prohibit
retail food stores from accepting the
return of any groceries and other food
products purchased during, and for
30 days following, a state of
emergency declared in response to
COVID-19;

• A concurrent resolution, ACR-
165/SCR-109, would urge the
Department of Human Services to
apply for any federal waivers available
to facilitate and increase access to
SNAP benefits during the COVID-
19 outbreak;

• A joint resolution, AJR-158/SJR-
77, urges the Federal Communications
Commission to take temporary
measures to secure broadband access
for those affected by the COVID-19
public health emergency.

Counseling Expanded to
Help Renters, Homeowners
From Foreclosure In Crisis

TRENTON — Governor Phil
Murphy has announced an expanded
housing counseling initiative to help
New Jersey renters and homeowners
who are threatened with a loss of
housing due to the COVID-19 crisis.

At the direction of Governor
Murphy, the New Jersey Housing and
Mortgage Finance Agency’s
(NJHMFA) housing counseling
initiative is expanding to include
renters, who may be concerned with
eviction, and homeowners who may
need counseling to help prevent
possible foreclosure. These services
are available at no cost to the consumer.

“We are taking significant action
today to help New Jersey residents
facing rental or home mortgage
hardships brought on by COVID-19.
Expanding the state’s housing
counseling initiatives will provide
guidance to homeowners and renters
to help them navigate through this
difficult time,” Governor Murphy
said. “We are all in this together, and
whether you or a family member,
friend or neighbor are adversely
impacted by COVD-19, New Jersey
is standing with you.”

NJHMFA is expanding its
Foreclosure Mediation Assistance
Program (FMAP) to include renter
and pre-foreclosure counseling by
utilizing a network of participating
housing counselors in each county.
The counseling is available now and
can be provided remotely.

FMAP, created in 2018, is a free
housing counseling initiative, which
works with New Jersey’s existing
court mediation program to help

homeowners who have received a
foreclosure complaint.

The expanded program will now
include pre-foreclosure counseling
to provide upfront assistance to help
homeowners avoid potential
foreclosure. At the same time, the
counseling made available to renters
will guide them on how to approach
discussions with their landlords on
dealing with their rent situation.

“Renters, particularly those who are
gig workers or employed in sectors
such as restaurants, bars and other
industries hard hit by the COVID-19
crisis, are facing severe income
reductions or losses,” NJHMFA
Executive Director Charles A. Richman
said. “These new counseling initiatives
will give them, as well as homeowners
on the verge of foreclosure, resources
and guidance on how to help stabilize
their housing options.”

An analysis of the benefits of
housing counseling found that
homeowners who participated are
nearly three times as likely to receive
a loan modification, counseled
homeowners were 70 percent more
likely to remain current on their
mortgage after receiving the loan
modification; and counseled
homeowners achieved on average a
reduction of close to $5,000 per year
on their mortgage payments,
according to the NJHMFA.

A full list of participating counselors
follows or can be found at:
njhousing.gov/foreclosure

Announcing the NEW apartment homes and amenities at 
Lantern Hill, the premier senior living community in New 
Providence. Our new residence building, Bell Pavilion, is now 
open, featuring stunning floor plans with high-end finishes, like 
the stylish Belvedere.

New Providence 
LanternHillCommunity.com
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The Belvedere
One bedroom, one and a half bath 
with screened-in balcony or patio.

New senior living apartment homes at 

Lantern Hill NOW OPEN

ONLY A LIMITED NUMBER OF NEW HOMES REMAIN!  
Call 1-800-208-1976 for your free brochure.
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County Clerk Closes
Passport Offices

COUNTY — Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi announced new
procedures on Friday for passport
applicants and the submission of
business due to concerns for the safety
of customers and staff during the
COVID-19 outbreak.

The County Clerk’s main passport
office, located at the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth, closed at
the end of business last Friday and
remain closed until further notice.

Passport services at the County
Clerk’s annex office in Westfield have
also been suspended.

Persons requesting trade names,
construction liens, clerks’ certificates
and inheritance tax waivers are
directed to mail their requests to the
County Clerk for processing. No in-
person service will be conducted.

Union County residents who wish
to renew their passports may do so by
mail. Directions are on the application
form, which can be downloaded at
travel.state.gov.

Persons requesting trade names,
construction liens, clerks’ certificates
and inheritance tax waivers are
directed to mail their requests to the
County Clerk for processing. No in-
person service will be conducted.

New Educators Health Plan
To Produce $1 Bil. In Savings

TRENTON — Legislation to
implement a new health benefits plan
designed to produce more than $1
billion in annual savings for property
taxpayers and educators gained the
approval of the Senate on Thursday.

The plan is the result of an agreement
by Senate President Steve Sweeney
(D-3rd, Gloucester) and Marie Blistan,
president of the New Jersey Education
Association (NJEA).

The bill, S-2273, was approved
with a Senate vote of 34-0.

The plan will address the healthcare
issues of cost, quality and wellness
simultaneously, according to New
Jersey Senate Democrats’ press
release. The new deal is expected to
deliver estimated combined annual
savings of more than $1 billion over
the course of the seven-year
agreement. The annual savings are
expected to be $670 million for local
governments and $403 million for
NJEA members.

The legislation will require school
districts spending above the state
Department of Education’s
“adequacy” level to return savings
directly to property taxpayers. The
information on savings and property
tax relief would have to be tracked
and made publicly available.

“Effective July 1, 2020, with the
creation of the New Jersey Educators
Health Plan (NJEHP), all new NJEA
members shall be enrolled in the new
NJEHP. The new plan will be tied to a
new salary-based contribution
schedule, which will deliver
unprecedented savings back to NJEA
members who currently contribute a
percentage of healthcare premiums that
costs much more,” according to New
Jersey Senate Democrats press release.

Those electing to stay in School
Employees Health Benefits Plan
(SEHBP) more traditional plans will
be required to pay for their healthcare
based on a percentage of their
premium, as determined under
Chapter 78 requirements and current
contracts.

The agreement also calls for the
creation in 2021 of the new Garden
State Health Plan, which will offer
NJEA members the voluntary option
of a plan that produces “even more
savings with a network of New Jersey-
only healthcare providers,” according
to the release.” The plan is expected
to generate additional annual savings
of $100 million, shared by employees
and employers.

The level of benefits in the New
Jersey-focused plan will match those
of the NJEHP and it will provide

exceptions for out-of-state care not
available in the state. Estimates
suggest care delivered outside of New
Jersey is 50 to 100 percent more
expensive than the same services
available in the state for the same or
better quality, according to the release.

Prior to July 1, 2020, a special open
enrollment will be held at which time
every education employee enrolled
in employer-provided health
insurance must either select a plan or
be placed in a plan by default. At open
enrollment, and at time of hire, any
employee who does not choose a
health plan will be placed in the
NJEHP for a period of three years.

Sen. Sweeney said the agreement
was the result of several months of
intense negotiations and is the
productive culmination of several
years of efforts to identify
opportunities to provide quality
healthcare, while dealing with the
reality of its skyrocketing costs.

County: Protect Against Fraud and
Fakery During COVID-19 Crisis

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders advises
residents that scam artists, fraudsters
and price gougers are working
overtime during the COVID-19
outbreak.

“The COVID-19 outbreak has
handed scammers a golden opportunity
to line their own pockets,” Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella said.
“We can all protect ourselves, and
each other, by staying informed and
following a few simple guidelines for
preventing fraud and scams.”

The U.S. Federal Trade
Commission has issued a series of
consumer alerts relating to COVID-
19, including fraudulent offers of
health insurance. For more details
visit the FTC online at fcc.gov/covid-
scams.

Basic fraud prevention guidelines
are:

·  Never give out personal
information over the phone.
Government offices never ask for
Social Security numbers by phone.

·  Never open an unsolicited email
or click on an unknown link in an
email or text message.

· Check billing statements and other
financial records regularly for
suspicious charges.

·  Ignore unsolicited mail, flyers,
postcards or other printed material
left at the door.

·  Never answer the door for an
unsolicited visitor. Government health
agencies, such as the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), are not sending “inspectors”
door-to-door.

In particular, residents are advised
that health agencies, such as the CDC,
are not sending “inspectors” door-to-
door.

Fraud prevention experts warn that
many schemes involve characteristic
“red flags,” including:

·  Offering a prize, a guaranteed
investment, or other “free money.”

·  Asking for money up front.
·  Instructions to act quickly and not

to tell anyone.
·  No name, location, or website to

verify.
In one common phone scam, a caller

poses as a relative in trouble and asks
for emergency money.

All members of the public can help

prevent the spread of COVID-19 by
staying at their own home, and
suspending all non-essential visits or
errands. Non-essential businesses are
also under a statewide shutdown order.

For more information on COVID-
19 prevention and protection, visit
cdc.gov/coronavirus.

For information about COVID-19
in New Jersey, including details on
the statewide stay-at-home
instructions, visit the New Jersey
Department of Health at
covid19.nj.gov.

Residents with questions or
concerns about COVID-19 can
contact the department by calling 211.

For updates and information on the
county services impacted by the
COVID-19 outbreak, visit ucnj.org/
coronavirus-update.

Board of Elections
Closed Due to COVID-19

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Elections is now available
for remote assistance only. Voters and
other Union County residents can
reach the Board of Elections by email
at ucboe@ucnj.org or by leaving a
phone message at (908) 527-4121.
All email and phone messages will be
returned.

“Amid the COVID-19 public health
crisis, the Union County Board of
Elections will be working remotely to
ensure the health and safety of the
public, and our staff and their fami-
lies,” Board of Elections Administra-
tor Nicole DiRado said.

“I thank the public for their under-
standing and patience, and encourage
everyone to heed the warnings of
medical professionals,” she added.

For more information about the
Union County Board of Elections,
visit online at ucnj.org/ucboe.

For updates and information about
all Union County services impacted
by the COVID-19 outbreak, visit online
at ucnj.org/coronavirus-update.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
VANDALS STRIKE AGAIN...The abandoned house at the edge of Park Drive
across from Nomahegan Park in Cranford has new graffiti with the words
Coronavirus written on the facade of the house. The County of Union purchased
the home at 112 Park Drive and has fenced it in, but it hasn’t seemed to stop
vandals.


