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Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.
Board Certified

Coming This May

Our 48th

Annual Edition

To reserve your space
Contact Jeff Gruman,

Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com

This Is
Westfield

FOR THE DEAF COMMUNITY...As the COVID-19 coronavirus continues to
spread, the New Jersey Division of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing has developed
a COVID-19 specific resource tool to help those who are deaf or hard of hearing
to communicate with first responders and medical professionals regarding exposure
to the COVID-19. The flyer can specify their symptoms, their recent travel
(including location and means of transport) and how long they have been sick. The
flyer should be shared with all those who may need it.

County Clerk Advises
College Students and Other

Voters on Vote-By-Mail
COUNTY — Union County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi reminds all voters,
especially college students impacted
by school closures, to update their
Vote-by-Mail address if they have
moved in recent weeks.

“School closings have forced
students to move unexpectedly during
the COVID-19 outbreak, and as a
result their Vote-by-Mail ballots could
get side-tracked to a previous
address,” Ms. Rajoppi said. “Keeping
your address up to date is the best way
to ensure that your voice is heard on
Election Day.”

Voters can request a change of
address for their Vote-By-Mail ballot
by sending an email to the County
Clerk’s Elections Division at
ucvote@ucnj.org. The email must
include their full name, their previous
address, and the address where they
currently reside.

Under New Jersey state law, any
voter can use a Vote-by-Mail ballot.
There is no requirement to provide a
reason.

Continuing Vote-by-Mail users will
receive their ballots automatically.
New users can download an

application for a Vote-by-Mail ballot
online at the County Clerk’s elections
website, unioncountyvotes.com.

To request a Vote-by-Mail
application by mail, email the
Elections Division at
ucvote@ucnj.org or call (908) 527-
4996.

For more information about all
County Clerk programs and services,
including service modifications
during the COVID-19 outbreak, visit
online at ucnj.org/county-clerk or call
(908) 527-4787.

County Offering Support
During Health Crisis

COUNTY — Additional support
services are available in Union County
for residents who are experiencing
anxiety or stress related to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“If you need help, please do not
hesitate to reach out to these community
resources,” Union County Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella said.
“There are people ready to assist you
with experienced, reliable guidance.”

“Union County has taken
extraordinary measures to protect our
residents and employees, and our first
responders and other essential staff
are working around-the-clock to fight
against the spread of the virus,” added
Mr. Mirabella. “Everyone in Union
County can join the battle and help
‘flatten the curve’ by working together
to shield each other from exposure.”

The U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) has
advised that effective protective
measures include maintaining social
distance, washing hands frequently,
covering coughs with a tissue or
elbow, keeping hands away from face,
staying away from sick people, and
staying home when sick.

The following local, state, and
national support services are available
by telephone:

24/7 Emergency Psychiatric Crisis
Intervention Services:

·  Mobile Community Outreach for
Adults: (908) 994-7131

·  Union County Mobile Response
and Stabilization for Children: 1-877-
652-7624

·  RWJ University Hospital: (732)
381-4200

·  Overlook Medical Center: (908)
522-2000

Other 24/7 Crisis Services:
·  National Suicide Prevention

Lifeline: 1-800-273-8255
·  NJ HOPELINE (for emotional

distress):1-855-654-6735
·  Vet 2 Vet (for any New Jersey

veteran): 1-866-838-7654
·  Vets 4 Warriors (national – for any

veteran who has served in war): 1-
855-838-8255

·  Substance Abuse (ReachNJ): 1-
844-732-2465

·  Cop 2 Cop (law enforcement
officers) 1-866-267-2267

Assistance with Emotional Distress
·  NJ Mental Health Cares: 1-866-

202-4357 (8 a.m. – 8 p.m.)
·  The Peer Recovery WarmLine 1-

877-292-5588 (8 a.m. to 8 p.m.)
·  Mom2Mom, for mothers with

special needs children: 1-877-914-
6662 (8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.; or leave a
message after hours for a call-back)

·  Care2Caregiver, for family
members caring for family member

with memory loss, Alzheimer’s,
dementia or a related disorder: 1-
800-424-2494 (8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.)

·  Worker2Worker, for New Jersey
Division of Child Protection and
Permanency employees: 1-855-327-
7482 (8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.)

·  NJ Peer Recovery: 1-833-422-
2765 or TTY 711 (currently 8 a.m. to
8 p.m.; will expand to 8 a.m. to 10
p.m. as of March 26)

Support for School Staff and Their
Families

·  Aid NJEA: 1-866-243-6532
(Monday through Thursday, noon to
8 p.m.; Friday, noon to 6 p.m.)

General Information about
COVID-19

· New Jersey Department of Health:
1-800-222-1222 or 1-800-962-1253.

·  New Jersey Poison Control Center
in partnership with 211: 2-1-1 or 1-
800-962-1253.

·  Members of the public can also
text questions to NJCOVID to 898-
211, or receive live text assistance by
texting their zip code to NJCOVID to
898-211.

Comprehensive information and
guidance about COVID-19 is
available online at nj.gov/health.

For updates on Union County
cancellations and services that have
been modified due to the outbreak,
visit the county website at ucnj.org/
coronavirus-update.

Munoz Offers Solutions
To Nursing Shortages
TRENTON — One of the

Assembly’s most knowledgeable
members on health care,
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-
21st, Summit) has proposed two bills
to combat the nurse staffing shortages
that are being exacerbated by an aging
population and now the COVID-19
pandemic.

According to the U.S. Health
Resources and Services
Administration, New Jersey will have
the third largest nurse shortage in the
country by 2030.

Asw. Munoz’ first bill, A-1759,
increases access to Bachelor of
Science in Nursing degrees by
allowing county colleges to award
BSNs. The second bill, A-1760, would
remove what she said are unnecessary
protocols that have restricted nurse
practitioners’ abilities to do their jobs
to the full extent of their education
and training. It would also help
patients receive primary care when
their doctors are unavailable, she said.
The bills have been referred to the
Assembly Higher Education and
Health Committees.

Coleman: State Accepted
For Business Loans

SBA disaster loans provide working
capital to small businesses suffering
substantial economic injury as a result
of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) with
funds available through the Coronavirus
Preparedness and Response
Supplemental Appropriations Act.
These loans offer up to $2 million in
assistance for fixed debts, payroll,
accounts payable and other bills that
can’t be paid because of the disaster’s
impact with interest rates at 3.75 percent
for small businesses and 2.75 percent
for non-profits.

New Jersey Banks Helping
Customers During Crisis

CRANFORD — The New Jersey
Bankers Association said they
confident in the banking system and
the resiliency of the economy in the
midst on the COVID-19 health
crisis.

Numerous New Jersey Bank
locat ions  have c losed down
lobbies  and  wi l l  mee t  wi th
customers by appointment only.
In order to take precautionary
measures, while continuing drive
through access to protect the
hea l th  and  wel l -be ing  of
cus tomers ,  employees  and
communi t ies ’ banks  urge
customers to take advantage of
online banking.

Banks offer online banking,
which provides 24/7 remote access
to accounts and finances. In
addition, hundreds of ATMs are
located throughout the state and
offer a convenient way to obtain
cash, make deposits, transfer
funds, etc.

“Customer service and safety and
soundness are the twin pillars of
the banking system. New Jersey’s
banks are safe and sound and ready
to help our customers during this
trying time,” according to a press
release issued Thursday by the
association.

Customers faced with distress
should contact their bank if they have
concerns or are experiencing a
financial hardship due to the health
crisis caused by coronavirus COVID-

19. Banks in New Jersey are working
with their customers to develop
solutions that best meet each
individual’s needs.

 “Our banks are well positioned
to assist our customers during this
t ry ing  t ime”  sa id  John  E .
McWeeney, Jr., president and
chief executive officer of the
association.

The industry is providing the
following services on a case by case
basis including but not limited to:

•Residential loan forbearance for
90 days;

• Short-term business lending
facilities;

• Short-term commercial real estate
facilities;

• Principal and interest deferral for
affected businesses for 90 days;

• Waiving overdraft, early CD
withdrawal, and sweep fees;

• Increased cash available at ATM;
• Increased lines of credit;
• Restaurants and other public

accommodations – 90 days principal
and interest deferral and additional
working capital;

• Assisting with Small Business
Administration disaster relief loans;

• Small business grants;
• Large philanthropic donations.

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

Surrogate’s Office
Closes for COVID-19
COUNTY — Effective Monday,

March 23, the Union County
Surrogate’s office, located in the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth,
closed to the public due to the COVID-
19 public health emergency.

Any members of the public with
inquiries can call the office at (908)
527-4280, access the Surrogate’s
website https://ucnj.org/surrogate/,
email sbadri@ucnj.org or send a fax to
(908) 351-9212.

Legislature OKs Bill To
Increase COVID-19 Testing
TRENTON — Aiming to advance

the testing of residents for Covid-19
in New Jersey, a measure, A-3854,
that would authorize all licensed
health care facilities and laboratories
to collect specimens to test for

COVID-19 and allows waiver of
staffing ratio requirements was
approved by Senate on Thursday.

The General Assembly recently
approved the legislation, 65 to 0.

The sponsors of  the bill are
Assemblyman Herb Conaway, MD.
(D-7th, Burlington), Assemblyman
Daniel Benson (D-14th, Hamilton
Square) and Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz, RN (R-21st, Summit).

“It’s crucial that we increase
access to tests and consider the
impacts that the coronavirus will
have on our healthcare workers who
are on our front lines every day,”
Asw. Muñoz said in a prepared
statement. “Our medical facilities
do not have the option to shut down
like other businesses, so we must
prepare for worker shortages and
temporarily allow staffing ratios to
be waived during a state of
emergency.”

Freeholders Enact Measures
In Response to COVID-19

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders took action last
Wednesday in response to the
coronavirus COVID-19 health crisis
by amending their temporary budget
and approving a personnel policy
during the crisis. The meeting was
conducted through Facebook Live
with eight of the nine-member
freeholder board calling in.

The approved resolution increases
the temporary budget to $314.7
million, which includes $40.8 million
for several departments.

Finance Director Bibi Taylor said the
temporary budget amendment funds all
the county “first responding
departments to the COVID-19”
emergency at 80 percent of last year’s
funding levels with the exception of the
health division, “where we are providing
additional funds so that we can provide
testing” services for COVID-19.

According to the resolution for the
temporary budget, funding levels are
as follows: sheriff’s office, $7.2
million; public safety director’s office,
$108,623; weights and measures,
$152,209; medical examiner,
$474,711; emergency management,
$534,181; division of health,
$2,041,582; county police,
$3,413,222; corrections,
$14,049,324; juvenile detention,
$1,620,100; engineering, public
works and facilities, $6,052,670; and
Cornerstone Behavioral Health
Hospital, $4,279,980.

“Union County is taking
extraordinary measures to protect the
well-being of our residents and our
employees against this rapid spread
of the virus. Our first responders,
health office and center staff and
management have been working
around the clock towards this effort,”
Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said at the start of the
meeting. “Tonight we will continue
to fund important emergency services
towards that end. We are also applying

civil services personnel guidance to
our workforce. We continue to urge
members of the public to join in this
battle to flatten the curve (of COVID-
19). Just remain diligent, care for
yourself by taking precautionary
measures and follow the CDC
(Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention) guidelines.”

He said anyone who wants more
information on COVID-19 should log
onto the county’s website at
www.ucnj.org, where a list of
resources is posted.

Freeholder Sergio Granados urged
that the country and county “stick
together” during the coronavirus
pandemic.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
wished that county residents “stay
healthy in this crisis,” noting that “we
are all taking care of things in the best
way possible.”

“This is not something we should
be taking for granted. And our
residents need to keep each other safe
and keep ourselves safe and do
whatever we can to stay inside,”
Freeholder Kimberly Palmieri-
Mouded said.

Freeholder Angel Estrada added
that, “By us all working together, I’m
sure that we will overcome this major
challenge, but unfortunately,
regardless of the decisions that we
make, there are still individuals that
may not feel that this a problem of this
magnitude.”

Freeholder Mirabella said the
county has been on calls with
representatives “of every level of
government” during the crisis.

“We are pulling together. Every
level of government is
coordinated...and understands the
direction that we are going in at least
for the next two to four weeks,” he
said. “I think we will look back on this
as not only a challenging time in our
county and our country, but a time
when people came together, did the
right thing and overcame this virus,”
he said.

Courtesy of Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
COVID-19....This illustration, created at the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), reveals ultrastructural morphology exhibited by coronaviruses.
The spikes that adorn the outer surface of the virus, which impart the look of a
corona surrounding the virion, when viewed electron microscopically. The illness
caused by this virus has been named coronavirus disease 2019 or COVID-19.

State Offering Guidance
To Impacted Businesses

STATE — The State of New Jersey
is providing guidance to all businesses
being impacted by COVID-19. Please
refer to the following link:
cv.business.nj.gov/

Topics covered include operations
guidance, economic assistance for
business, benefits for impacted
individuals, and more.

To apply for State Unemployment
Insurance, please visit
www.MyUnemployment.nj.gov, or
call the following phone numbers:

North Jersey: (201) 601-4100
Central Jersey: (732) 761-2020
For residents who have general

health-related questions on the
COVID-19 Virus, you may find
answers online at https://
www.nj.gov/health/or by calling the
24/7 hotline at 1-800-222-1222 or
1-800-962-1253 if using an out-of-
state phone line.

Take Advantage of Us,

Promote Your Business

Display Ad Creation

Stand-Alone Inserts

Marketing Assistance

Website Banner Ads
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Online-Only Supplements

Email Sponsorships

Contact Jeff Gruman,
Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/bulletin

EWING, NJ — Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th)
applauded the acceptance of New
Jersey’s disaster declaration by the
Small Business Administration (SBA),
a move that will allow New Jersey
businesses and non-profits hit by the
coronavirus to apply for disaster
assistance loans with deferred
repayment and low interest rates.

“We’re focused on the health and
wellbeing of Americans in this crisis,
and until we’re able to ensure people
continue to get paychecks, that they can
make it from the first of the month to
the end of the month,” Congresswoman
Watson Coleman said. “I’m thrilled to
see both sides of the aisle coalescing
around plans like direct payments —
and I hope that energy remains once
we’re past this — but we need our
small businesses to keep employees on
payroll, we need them to be able to
open their doors again when it’s safe to
do so. That’s what these loans will help
them do.”

April 1 Census Event
Canceled In Township
SCOTCH PLAINS — The April 1

Census Day event at the Scotch Plains
Public Library has cancelled due to the
corinavirus COVID-19 pandemic. All
households will receive their Census
mailing by April 1 and are asked to respond
as soon as they get it in order to ensure a
complete count.


