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COVID-19

CUSTOMER NOTICE

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

The Westfield Leader

As we are certainly in uncharted territory, we wish

to assist our customer base any way we can.

Any new advertising submitted will be reduced by

25% thru the April 9th issue of the newspaper.

Please continue to make our communities safe

and contact us if we can be of any assistance.

Thank you very much,

Lauren S. Barr, Publisher, Editor-In-Chief

908-232-4407   sales@goleader.com

Online-Only Bonus at goleader.com
Sports -- Westfield Boys Bas-

ketball Wrapup; Cougar Matmen
Win District and Six Straight UCT

Titles; Cougar Basketball Girls
Had Rock ‘n’ Roll Season, Finish
10-15.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLAYGROUND CLOSED...As a precaution during the coronavirus CONVID-
19 outbreak, all playgrounds including one at Green Forest Park in Scotch Plains,
are closed to use by children.

Blood Donations Are Needed
During COVID Restrictions

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Personal protective
equipment (PPE) for healthcare work-
ers, such as N-95 masks and nitrile
gloves, are in short supply, but these
items are not the only critical medical
necessities dwindling — blood dona-
tions are needed, too.

“As of [March 11] we have had 35
blood drives cancel with a loss of over
1,700 units of blood. In the afternoon
many more blood drives were canceled
because of coronavirus concerns,” said
Genevieve Toscano of New Jersey
Blood Services, a division of New York
Blood Center (NYBC), in an email.

The Center was counting on a blood
drive that had been scheduled for today
at the Clark Rescue Squad, but now that
drive also has been canceled.

“Unfortunately it has been canceled.
However, all of our donor centers are
open and we are directing donors there
(https://donate.nybc.org/donor/sched-
ules/centers),” she said.

The nearest center is located at 2279
South Avenue, Scotch Plains. The cen-
ter is open weekdays from 7:45 a.m. to
7:30 p.m. and 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on
weekends. Appointments are required
and can be made by visiting https://
nybc.org/.

“Every two seconds, a patient needs
a blood transfusion,” said a March 19
press release issued by the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA). Among
the groups in need of transfusions are
surgery patients, trauma victims, new-
born babies and their mothers, and can-
cer patients, according to a release from
the NYBC.

While necessary for preventing the
spread of COVID-19, social distancing

measures have caused businesses and
schools to close and therefore also have
shut down many planned blood drives.
Blood supply centers such as Vitalant
and NYBC additionally are urging
people to donate. According to its press
releases last week, Vitalant said 25
percent of its March blood donations
“have disappeared almost overnight”
due to school and business closings,
while NYBC said about “75 percent of
their incoming blood was interrupted”
for the same reasons.

On Saturday, Governor Phil Murphy
enacted a stay-at-home order to help
prevent the spread of COVID-19, but
this should not discourage healthy
people from donating blood. “You can
still go out and give blood. We’re wor-
ried about potential blood shortages in
the future,” U.S. Surgeon General
Jerome Adams said in a March 18
interview on NBC. “Social distancing
does not have to mean social disen-
gagement.”

According to the American Red
Cross’ website, “These two activities
— which are not mutually exclusive —
will go a long way in keeping commu-
nity members healthy by slowing the
spread of the virus and by ensuring that
patients across the country receive life-
saving blood.”

“Blood donation centers can facili-
tate the safe donation of blood because
they are skilled in infection control
practices,” according to the FDA’s re-
lease, and blood centers are taking ad-
ditional precautions consistent with gov-
ernment social-distancing guidelines.
The FDA also said that centers can
arrange to call a donor’s cell phone
when they are ready.

Mayor Updates Residents
On COVID-19 Efforts

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains
Mayor Al Smith, discussing the
township’s efforts during the
coronavirus COVID-19 health crisis,
said that, “life has changed overnight
from great hope to immediate concern
for the lives of my residents.”

“Three weeks ago, I was full time on
downtown redevelopment and the an-
nual budget. Now, I’m concerned about
how to keep the town’s residents healthy
and its small businesses viable. It is 24/
7. Information is coming in from all
directions, night and day. Uncertainty
brings fear and tension, but I am proud
of the entire township team’s response
to the crisis, especially the information
flow to our residents.

“What keeps me going each day is
the tenacity, good spirit and coopera-
tion of the people. However, as mayor,
I feel I have the burden and responsibil-
ity to lead them through this crisis.
There are those in Washington and
Trenton who are doing their best to
help, but I am here with the people
whose suffering I feel day to day.”

Like other communities, the town-
ship has closed the municipal building,
Department of Public Works and all
public facilities to the public, including
the Scotch Hills Golf Course.

All doors are locked, but if a resident
needs to drop something off or access
the police department, they can ring the
bell and will be allowed access only to
those areas.

“We request that you do not proceed
beyond the gates,” the township said in
a statement released March 16.

Zoning and planning board meetings
have been postponed until May. Town-

ship Council meetings are closed to the
public, although the public is able to
call in, email or Facebook message
comments and questions.

Parks are open, but playgrounds,
fields and courts are closed. Recreation
facilities, including playgrounds, have
been fenced off.

The township is urging taxpayers
and taxpaying agencies to access prop-
erty tax information at
scotchplainsnj.gov by clicking the bar
at the top of the homepage for “ONLINE
PAYMENT.” Quarterly taxes and sewer
payments can be paid online. Credit
and debit cards are accepted although a
service charge applies. There is no ser-
vice charge at this time for echecks.

Tax payments also can be dropped
off at Town Hall in a lock box located in
the lobby of the police department or
mailed to Scotch Plains Tax Depart-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076.

Police Chief Ted Conley warned that
“the scams are starting,” with people
trying to take advantage of senior citi-
zens.

“No one is going to call you to ask for
personal information” about one’s bank
accounts or anything else, he warned
residents, and said the police should be
called to report any incidents of such
calls being received.

Chief Conley also urged social dis-
tancing when it comes to members of
his department and the public. He
pointed out that his officers need to
come into work and urged residents not
to get too close to police officers in their
cars or outside.

Deputy Township Manager Marga-
ret Heisey asked that residents spread

Residents Are Taking ‘Love
Thy Neighbor’ To Heart

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Whether it involves check-
ing on neighbors, performing random
acts of kindness for strangers, arranging
online activities, assisting families in
need, fostering positive thoughts or just
looking for tips on dealing sanely with a
house suddenly filled with family mem-
bers, people have been coming together
in recent days as the area deals with the
new reality spawned by the coronavirus.

Both before and after the state was
pretty much shut down in response to the
virus that has infected close to 3,000
New Jerseyans, individuals, organiza-
tions and local businesses have been
doing their part.

Before the restrictions on business
operations were put into place last week-

end, Anna Mastroianni, the owner of
SOLE Shoes in Westfield, began col-
lecting posters of rainbows made by
local children to hang in her store win-
dows. She told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that children in Italy,
which has been devastated by the virus,
first made similar posters “in a message
of hope” and added a tagline: “All will
be well.” Some residents have picked up
on the theme, with a number of area
homes displaying rainbow posters on
their front doors with a similar tagline.
Children also have decorated their drive-
ways and sidewalks with chalk artwork
messages of positive thinking and hope.

Silvana Cacciatore of Scotch Plains
told The Times about a local children’s
author who donated her books to the first

Virus Restrictions to Delay
Budget, Downtown Efforts

Borough Using Social Media,
Website for COVID Updates

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr this week discussed her per-
spective on the COVID-19 pandemic
that is sweeping the nation.

Union County opened a COVID
testing center Monday at Kean Uni-
versity in Union, stated Mayor Mahr.
The drive-through testing center is
by-appointment only, with appoint-
ments registered through a healthcare
provider and doctor.

As of Tuesday, Fanwood has five
residents who have been infected,
stated Mayor Mahr.

The infected Fanwood residents
range in age from 35 to 70, stated
Mayor Mahr, who emphasized the
age diversity regarding who can be-
come symptomatic.

She said the county’s testing center
is mobilized to conduct about 200

tests per day. The center’s capabili-
ties can handle more, but infection
cases should flatten or drop as “social
distancing” standards remain em-
ployed, she said.

Fanwood is under the purview of
the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment, which has been transmit-
ting information with the
municipality’s leadership daily or as
information changes.

Mayor Mahr has worked daily with
local government colleagues, Union
County officials, United States Sena-
tors and Governor Phil Murphy’s of-
fice.

The mayor said Fanwood has kept
residents informed through multiple
communication outlets including so-
cial media such as Facebook, the bor-
ough website, public access televi-
sion and mass emailing lists.

“We’re sharing information in mul-

tiple ways. Our email list has over
3,000 residents,” Mayor Mahr said.

Fanwood has dedicated a page on
the borough website strategically cov-
ering COVID.

As the weeks progress, Mayor Mahr
said the borough, just as many other
municipalities, can only provide for
residents in a day-by-day capacity.

“We’re (New Jersey) rolling out so
many (COVID) tests, which will re-
ally skyrocket numbers. On the other
hand, we don’t want to panic resi-
dents as we make sure we flatten the
(infection) curve,” Mayor Mahr said.

Mayor Mahr stated it is important
that residents realize the “stress is
real, the anxiety is real,” and resi-
dents should consider people are all
fighting the disease together.

“My hope would be we can all
recognize the stress and take time to
center ourselves daily,” Mayor Mahr
said.

Household providers facing eco-
nomic downturn, professionals
transitioning to working remotely,
while their children are educated at
the same table remotely, will natu-
rally experience “situational stress,”
Mayor Mahr said.

“Can you get re-infected? Can the
infection rate flatten, then increase?
How long can businesses remain
closed? I don’t think anyone knows
for certain,” Mayor Mahr said.

In a discussion with her sons, Mayor
Mahr said she drew comparisons to
events such as 9/11 and Hurricane
Sandy to illustrate how New Jersey
has dealt with crises after being thrust
into a complete unknown or “un-
charted water.”

Mayor Mahr said only one childcare
facility remains open in Fanwood.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The state-
wide ban on unnecessary travel and
the shutdown of many businesses due
to the spreading coronavirus COVID-
19 will delay the township council’s
consideration of the 2020 municipal
budget and will also slow the down-
town redevelopment process a bit,
according to Mayor Alexander Smith.

At the council’s meeting on Tues-

day, the mayor said the evening’s
planned introduction of the budget
was being delayed to give the town-
ship time to assess the impact of the
virus on state and local finances and
“see where our revenues and expen-
ditures are.”

 Township manager Al Mirabella
said Scotch Plains was “kind of lucky”
that “our revenues are not tied to

parking revenue or hotel revenue,”
both of which have been hit hard in
recent weeks and affected revenues
in other towns. Mayor Smith and Mr.
Mirabella said it was possible that the
budget that is ultimately put forth —
hopefully in April, Mr. Mirabella said
— will be the same as what was
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Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOCIALLY DISTANT SHOPPING...Shoppers wait on line to enter Trader Joe’s in Westfield as the store is restricting the number
in shoppers in the store in order maintain social distancing during the coronavirus COVID-19 health crisis.
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