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As we are certainly in uncharted territory, we wish

to assist our customer base any way we can.

Any new advertising submitted will be reduced by

25% thru the April 2nd issue of the newspaper.

Please continue to make our communities safe

and contact us if we can be of any assistance.

Thank you very much,

Lauren S. Barr, Publisher, Editor-In-Chief
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Online-Only Bonus at goleader.com
Sports -- Photos from Blue Devil

Girls Basketball Wrap-up; Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Wrestling Wrap-up;
Cranford Boys Basketball Wrap-up.

Westfield Eateries Offering
Curbside or Home Delivery

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
EMPTY  COMMUTER LOT...The South Avenue parking lot at the Westfield Train Station was desolate Monday due to
the worldwide COVID-19 health crisis.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
NO SERVICES TODAY...Many area houses of worship, including The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, have cancelled religious services due to the spreading
coronavirus.

16 Prospect Wine Bar & Bistro
(908) 232-7320
1958 Cuban Cuisine (908) 232-3187
Addams Tavern (908) 232-3201
Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery
(908) 232-7977
Akai Lounge (908) 264-8660
Boxwood Coffee Roasters
(908) 219-4076
The Brick Oven (908) 317-9500
Brunella Portuguese Coffee & Deli
(908) 588-2080
Buddha Fish (908) 264-8068
Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe
(908) 232-4149
Casa di Pizza (908) 654-3232
Cosimos (908) 654-8787
Chipotle Mexican Grill
(908) 232-2709
Cinnaholic (908) 588-2323
Cold Stone (908) 518-0044
Di Farina Pizzeria (908) 264-7442
Farinolio (908) 325-2486
Ferraro’s South (908) 232-1101
Feast Catering (908) 654-0045
Emack & Bolio’s Westfield
(908) 228-3967
Evergreen (908) 232-8800
Feast Catering & Cafe
(908) 654-0045
Fiamma Wood Fired Pizza
(908) 654-0400

Five Guys Burgers and Fries
(908) 232-2499
FroYo (908) 654-1414
Hershey’s Deli (908) 232-9090
Hunan Wok III (908) 232-0011
Inspiration Roll (908) 228-5163
Jade Garden (908) 232-3309
Jersey Mike’s Subs (908) 233-6002
Kilwins (908) 264-7476
Kings Bowl Cafe (908) 228-5396
Limani Seafood Grill (908) 233-0052
Manhattan Bagel (908) 654-0525
Nathan’s Famous Hotdog
(908) 233-6002
Old Havana (908) 928-0999
Ono Bowls (908) 588-2087
Outta Hand Pizza (908) 233-9300
Qdoba Mexican Eats (908) 301-0050
Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse + Bistro
(908) 232-1660
Roosterspin (908) 233-7333
Sichuan Dynasty (908) 317-2731
Spice Bazaar (908) 389-1888
Splash of Thai (908) 232-0402
Sweet Waters Steak House
(908) 317-2599
The Salad House (908) 233-2467
Tinga Taqueria (908) 301-0100
Turning Point (908) 264-8180
Vicki’s Diner (908) 233-6887
Westfield Seafood (908) 233-3042
Westfield Station Cafe
(908) 232-2869

Susan Myrill Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
OUT OF STOCK...At Stop & Shop, the children of the Holleran family of
Westfield look bewildered at the empty shelves where water should be.

VIRAL SHUTDOWN
Residents Test Positive in WF, GW and CF

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
& LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — As of Wednesday morn-
ing, 15 Union County residents had
tested positive for COVID-19.

Among those affected are three
Westfield residents, one Garwood
resident and one Cranford resident.
Cranford officials stated that a sec-
ond Cranford resident was awaiting
test results. According to Westfield
officials, the three Westfield cases
are unrelated.

Despite social media reports, no
positive cases had been reported in
Scotch Plains or Fanwood as of press
time.

Governor Phil Murphy has issued
an executive order mandating the in-

definite closure of all schools, gyms
and theaters, among other venues.
The order also has a suggested state-
wide curfew between the hours of 8
p.m. and 5 a.m. The order also allows
restaurants to continue take-out and
delivery services.

“In order to slow the spread of
COVID-19, we must take aggressive
and direct social distancing action to
curtail non-essential activities in the
state,” said Governor Murphy.

COVID-19 is classified as a “pan-
demic,” which according to the World
Health Organization (WHO) is “a
worldwide spread of a new disease.”
The WHO website classifies
coronaviruses, such as COVID-19,
as a “large family of viruses that cause
illness ranging from the common cold

to more severe diseases such as
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
(MERS-CoV) and Severe Acute Res-
piratory Syndrome (SARS-CoV).”

According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention’s
website, “Pandemics begin with an
investigation phase, followed by rec-
ognition, initiation, and acceleration
phases. The peak of illnesses occurs
at the end of the acceleration phase,
which is followed by a deceleration
phase, during which there is a de-
crease in illnesses.”

As of press time there were 267 in
New Jersey. The first pediatric case
in New Jersey, a 5-year-old child
whose parents also have COVID-19,
was announced.

Schools and businesses have
closed, new “social distancing” regu-
lations are recommended by the day,
store shelves are empty and social
media reactions range from noncha-
lance to panic.

How serious should citizens take
the virus? The Westfield Leader asked
Dr. Daniel Hart, MD, director of in-
fection prevention for Summit Medi-
cal Group, about COVID-19 and what
people can do to prevent the spread of
the virus.

“We know it will get worse before
it gets better, so there is no need to
panic when the number of cases in-
crease in the U.S.,” said Dr. Hart. He

Garwood Council Meets and
Discusses Coronavirus

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council
last Thursday discussed the latest infor-
mation regarding Coronavirus COVID-
19 and cautionary steps the borough
was taking to help its residents to stay
healthy.

Mayor Sara Todisco addressed the
audience, noting that everyone should
wash their hands regularly for at least
20 seconds, use antibacterial hand sani-
tizer that has at least a 60-percent alco-
hol content when hand washing is not
possible, and try to distance oneself
from others when attending meetings
or public places. She also reminded the

public to avoid touching their faces and
to stay home as much as possible, espe-
cially if they are feeling sick.

Since that meeting, a Garwood resi-
dent was reported as testing positive for
COVID-19.

The mayor also announced that all
public gatherings and events for the
borough were canceled for the month
of March because of COVID-19. This
included all recreation programs within
the borough, including the annual Eas-
ter Egg Hunt. In addition all Senior
Club meetings have been canceled
throughout March. The mayor noted
that seniors can call Senior Director

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Teachers, Students Adjust
To Distance Learning

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — Before Governor Phil
Murphy ordered the closing of schools
across the state on Monday, local
schools had already closed due to the
COVID-19 threat. Teachers, students
and parents have entered a new edu-
cational enterprise: teaching through
and learning from a combination of
new technology and more traditional
paper-based work at home.

The requirements for remote learn-
ing exist to allow students and schools
to satisfy the state-mandated 180-day
school year. There must be at least
two hours’ worth of instruction com-
piled into a 10-hour school week,
according to Cranford’s Distance
Learning Expectation document on
its website. Attendance is taken.
Westfield Public Schools has infor-
mation on their website outlining the
expectations at various grade levels.

Requirements for teachers and stu-
dents vary by district or for private
schools. Some schools have teachers
log in to a platform and teach using
their typical classroom schedule,
while others have teachers uploading
recorded lessons and assignments,
only logging in for a period of time to
address issues that arise or to read to
their students.

Google Classroom has become a
common way for teachers in local
towns to reach and teach their stu-
dents. A Westfield teacher said he
uses Google docs, drives, slides and
sheets to send assignments. The stu-
dents can then send it back to him and
he can make comments and suggest

changes for the students to improve.
He also said teachers can assign work
through educational websites.

Cranford fifth-grade teacher Rosie
Scholz created her own YouTube
channel to help teach her students.
Ms. Scholz also said she has sched-
uled times where she logs in to Google
Hangouts to answer questions or ad-
vise students. “The Google classroom
has been our lifeline,” she said. Stu-
dents also were able to pick up two
weeks’ worth of materials from their
neighborhood school prior to the start
of distance learning.

Gretchen O’Shea, a first-grade
teacher from Cranford, used Google
Meet to connect with her students on
Tuesday. “It was great to see their
faces and feel connected,” she said.
Fifteen of her students joined her and
her co-teacher to try it out and listen
to a story. “It was good for them to see
each other. They cheered for their
friends as each child joined,” Ms.
O’Shea said. She said it was good for
the social-emotional aspect of their
learning and is important for them to
feel connected during this difficult
time. While learning to use these tech-
nological components, the teachers
themselves held a Google Meet over
the weekend, according to Ms.
O’Shea, to practice and learn how
best to show parents and caregivers
how to help their children navigate
the new learning platforms.

Parents and caregivers also are on
a learning curve with the new materi-
als. It is a bit overwhelming, said a
Westfield caregiver, but “the teachers
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lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

www.lblacklaw.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,
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The Law Offices Of

KEEPING HISTORY ALIVE...The owners of historic homes received plaques
honoring the designation of their homes, flanked by Westfield Historic Pres-
ervation Commission Chairwoman Maria Boyes and Vice-Chair Kelly Kessler,
at February's HPC meeting. ERIN GO BAA... Members of Junior Troop 40866 dress up as wooly sheep for a

celebration of Ireland during the Girl Scouts of Cranford’s World Thinking Day
held on March 1 at the Cranford Community Center. The event featured Girl
Scouts from Daisies to Seniors showcasing various cultures from around the globe.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
LIBRARY CLOSED...Local libraries, including the Cranford Public Library,
have closed due to the spreading coronavirus.
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Garwood Taxes to Go Up
$61 In Proposed Budget

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council
Finance Committee Chairman Marc
Lazarow gave a presentation March
10 on the municipal budget. He said
the municipal tax levy is projected to
increase $61 per house valued at
$400,000. The 2020 budget, if ap-
proved, would represent the fourth-
lowest municipal increase in the last
18 years, Councilman Lazarow said.

“This is a product of thoughtful
planning, fierce negotiations, and a
commitment to all our stakeholders,”
Councilman Lazarow said.

He said the finance committee faced
budget increases in various areas such
as a $30,000 increase in LOSAP
(Length of Service Awards Program)
payments for the volunteer firefighters
and first aid squad. He said both the
first aid squad and the volunteer fire
department have experienced their
involvement and volunteer numbers
increase throughout the last year.

Mr. Lazarow said $25,000 in Russo
development “community (revenue)
fees” helped the borough “defray”
unexpected budget increases. The
borough’s “aggressive pursuit” to sell
some of its sewage flow rights to
another town through the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
created $145,000 in revenue, he said.

Unexpected budget decreases, such
as RVSA costs dropping by $40,000
in 2020, was “fortunate” for borough
residents, Mr. Lazarow said, noting
that RVSA costs often fluctuate from
year to year.

Mr. Lazarow said the finance
committee’s goal was to provide a
budget deemed “fair” and “under-
standing” to Garwood residents.

“Our goal as always is to provide
the residents of Garwood with the
best possible services at the best pos-
sible price,” Mr. Lazarow said.

He said the budget aims to make
significant infrastructure and other
material investments in the borough.
The borough will add a 17th police
officer, which has been advocated by
the police department and endorsed
by the Citizens Advisory Panel.

“The chief of police made it clear
with the overwhelming increase of
county and state directives, the police
department has been greatly chal-

lenged in their ability to complete
tasks,” Mr. Lazarow said.

An additional officer will provide
the department with greater man-
power to continue community polic-
ing (positively reinforced officer in-
teractions with residents) programs,
including Coffee with a Cop, Youth
Academy, Street of the Week and the
first Garwood National Night Out
event since 1993.

The police department has been
straddled with adapting to a new “Use
of Force Reporting System,” Opera-
tional Helping Hands for opioid coun-
seling, and Officer Accountability and
Integrity Directives, which, Mr.
Lazarow said, have required enor-
mous officer hours to complete.

The finance committee has opted
to add $150,000 to the borough’s
capital improvement fund. The capi-
tal budget allows the borough to bond
for the purchase of a variety of equip-
ment and projects.

Mr. Lazarow said all capital
projects are endorsed by the Citizens
Advisory Panel. One includes the
curbing project on Third Avenue from
Oak Street to Cedar Street. Addition-
ally, he said the 18-year-old Office of
Emergency Management van is set to
be replaced.

The Public Works Department will
remove trees that are lifting side-
walks through overgrowth. Subse-
quently, damaged sidewalks will be
replaced, Mr. Lazarow said.

Councilman Richard McCormack
said the fire department has requested
that “expiring oxygen bottles” be re-
placed. The oxygen bottles provide
lifesaving oxygen when firefighters
have to enter a building or fire, he said.

Mr. Lazarow said the van is uti-
lized in transporting barricades and
radar speed signs, while providing
emergency support during major
weather events or public health cri-
ses. The borough will eventually re-
place an obsolete, non-functioning
1991 truck, which is used during regu-
lar tree trimmings as well as emer-
gency tree work during major weather
events, traffic light maintenance and
seasonal decorating.

It also was reported that the bor-
ough will eventually replace a 2001
lawn mower on the verge of mechani-
cal failure.

Hearings Get Underway
On 2020 County Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union County’s Fis-
cal Affairs Committee began hear-
ings last Wednesday on the 2020 bud-
get. Union County Manager Ed
Oatman presented an executive bud-
get of $508 million to the Freeholder
board last month, of which $374.3
million would be raised in county
property taxes, an increase of $6.97
million over last year’s budget.

Presenting their budgets last week
were the Departments of Human Ser-
vices, Parks and Recreation, the
Sheriff’s Office and the Election
Board.

Human Services includes the divi-
sions of Aging, Youth Services,
Workforce Development/American
Job Center, Individual and Family
Support Services, Paratransit, Cor-
nerstone Behavioral Health Hospi-
tal, Outreach And Advocacy, and
Social Services, the largest agency
budget in the county.

Social Services’ budget of
$45,943,356 is up $1,436,355 over
last year’s modified budget. Of the
total amount, $36,098,977 is pro-
posed for salaries, up $2,392,573 from
last year’s expenditures. Another
$750,000 is proposed for overtime,
down $346,000 from last year.

According to Department Director
Debbie-Ann Anderson’s presentation,
38,199 individuals received food
stamps, known as SNAP, in 2019. Of
that number, 18,300 were children.

The other department budgets are:
Aging, $2,701,446; Youth Services,

$893,841; American Job Center,
$291,413; Individual and Family
Support Services, $1,353,773;
Paratransit, $3,780,522; and Corner-
stone, a 44-bed, in-patient hospital
offering mental health services for
adults, $14,049,621. Cornerstone is
located at the Runnells Center for
Rehabilitation and Healthcare, for-
merly known as Runnells Special-
ized Hospital. The county sold the
property to a private corporation in
2014 for $26 million but still operates
the mental health facility.

It was noted that Paratransit, which
provides transportation for seniors,
disabled residents, veterans and other
income-eligible residents, provided
114,408 one-way rides in 2019.

The Cornerstone budget is $2.1
million over last year’s expenditures.

The parks and recreation budget
includes $10,241,702 for recreational
facilities, $1,579,051 over what was
spent last year. The park maintenance
budget is $3,475,205, about $263,000
over last year, with another $161,521
budgeted for the cultural and heritage
division, a slight increase over last
year.

The sheriff’s budget for 2020 is
$21,952,257, up $916,000 over what
was spent in 2019. Salaries account
for $20,643,846 of that budget, with
another $731,911 for overtime.

The Board of Elections budget is
$3,812,784, up $1,226,657 from last
year’s expenditures as this is a Presi-
dential Election year. Of that amount,
$1,368,809 was for salaries, with an-
other $1,382,875 budgeted for poll
workers and $135,000 for overtime.
Last year, $671,752 was spent on poll
workers.

Board of Elections Administrator
Nicole DiRado said she is working
with the New Jersey Association of
Election Officials to lobby for in-
creasing the current $200 stipend paid
for poll workers. Of the current
amount, the county pays $75 with the
state reimbursing the rest.

Also of note, in last year’s General
Election, 30,525 Vote By Mail bal-
lots were issued with 13,009 returned
and 12,616 counted. Under a new law
initiated last year, Vote By Mail bal-
lots postmarked and received within
48 hours after the close of election
polls must be counted. A total of 967
of those ballots were received within
that time frame last year and 1,344 in
the 2018 General Election.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
Presents $99.57-Mil. Budget

have been awesome with communi-
cating with us, especially if we have
any issues.” Some Cranford parents
who spoke to The Westfield Leader
said that teaching their children and
using the technology “have been an
adjustment,” but that the workload is
manageable and some of the tradi-
tional work is a good balance to all
the technology components.

Over the next few weeks, teachers,
parents, caregivers and students will
continue to fine-tune this new educa-
tional frontier as area schools are
closed for an indefinite amount of
time.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Learning

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion announced the proposed 2020-
2021 operating budget at
$99,573,148, representing a 2.20-
percent increase, at Thursday’s
board meeting.

The $73,481,603 Scotch Plains
2020-2021 proposed tax levy has a
$181.95 annual tax impact per av-
erage home based on a $122,947
average assessment, stated Business
Administrator Deborah S. Saridaki.
The proposed tax levy represents a
2.07-percent tax increase, stated Ms.
Saridaki.

Fanwood residents’ portion of the
school tax levy is $20,834,089. The
proposed annual tax impact is
$86.33 based on an $85,210 aver-
age home assessment. For Fanwood
residents, the average percentage
increase would be 1.13 percent year-
over-year, stated Ms. Saridaki.

However, Ms. Saridaki said it is
important to report all Fanwood cal-
culations by percentage, and home
assessments are based on 2019-2020
numbers due to re-evaluation.

Ms. Saridaki overviewed the pro-
posed operating budget based on
how the funds would be allocated
by percentage and category. Fifty-
six percent of the proposed operat-
ing budget will be allocated towards
salaries, she said, with the second
largest allocation category being
employee benefits.

Tuition will account for 9 percent
of the operating budget. Transpor-
tation costs will account for 4 per-
cent and facilities maintenance will
account for 3 percent of the operat-
ing budget, stated Ms. Saridaki.

Capital Expenditures, 1 percent,
and other expenses, 7 percent, com-
plete the proposed 2020-2021 op-
erating budget, stated Ms. Saridaki.
The other expenses category, total-
ing $6,771,857, includes “all items
needed to support instruction.”

The items include nurse supplies,
testing supplies, extracurricular
funding, legal, audit, professional
services, telephone costs, Internet
access, classroom, office furniture,
media center books, and supplies,
stated Ms. Saridaki. The other ex-
penditures budget category includes
16 separate categories which in-
clude the day-to-day support for
staff and students, stated Ms.
Saridaki.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood dis-
trict has been categorized or quali-
fied to receive more than
$16,349,849 in state aid, which has
not been paid to the district, she
said. The $16,349,849 includes ev-
ery budget cycle since the 2015-
2016 operating budget, including
the 2020-2021 budget, stated Ms.
Saridaki.

She did not specify political rea-
soning, bureaucratic justifications
or state decision-making behind the
process, but assured that under ex-
isting New Jersey guidelines, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-

trict does indeed qualify.
Ms. Saridaki said the budget ad-

dressed the district’s need for a pro-
posed 8.32 staff member increase.
The proposed staffing needs include
one elementary teacher, one stu-
dent assistance specialist, one high-
school child study team member,
three student aides and one clerical-
data entry professional.

The district’s operating revenue
includes 93.3 percent funding from
the local tax levy, Ms. Saridaki said.
In addition to financial projections,
the district announced 2020-2021
curriculum initiatives including
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School block scheduling, increased
counseling support, New Jersey
Learning Standards priority review,
fifth-grade standards based on re-
port cards, and elementary pacing
guides.

Ms. Saridaki said the district ex-
perienced a 48-student enrollment
increase over a six-year period from
2012 to 2019.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
CLOSED TO VISITORS...Area assisted-living facilities, including The Chelsea
at Fanwood, have closed their doors to visitors due to the spreading coronavirus.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

COVID-19
recommends staying up to date with
the latest news and recommendations,
even if they seem inconvenient.

“We need to work together to com-
bat the spread of the virus,” said Dr.
Hart. Although, he said, we will not
see the results of these types of imple-
mentations for a few weeks or more.

Social distancing measures, such
as limiting gatherings to under 50
people, closing restaurants, movie
theaters, schools and houses of wor-
ship, and keeping six feet apart from
other people, are meant to “flatten the
curve,” a term which Dr. Hart ex-
plained “refers to decreasing the rate
at which new infections occur.

“This allows the hospitals more
time to heal the sickest patients and
prevents them from becoming over-
burdened,” he continued. This also
will allow scientists “more time to
develop medications and a vaccine,”
which currently do not exist.

This is one way in which COVID-
19 differs from the flu, said Dr. Hart.
Both are viruses that cause mild ill-
ness in most people to severe cases,
especially in the elderly or people
with underlying chronic health prob-
lems or weakened immune systems,
according to Dr. Hart. Doctors do
have ways to treat patients with the
flu, through medicines and/or vac-
cines. Doctors are working on vac-
cines and medicines to treat COVID-
19.

It is important, said Dr. Hart, to
keep one’s distance from those who
are ill, to wash hands frequently, and
to avoid touching one’s face. Other
ways people can help prevent the
spread of the virus are staying home
when they are sick, calling one’s
healthcare provider in advance of a
visit, limiting movement within the
community, and limiting visits with
friends and neighbors. “It’s difficult
to predict the shape of the curve and
when we will ‘peak,’ but the more we
do now to control the virus, the better
we will be,” said Dr. Hart.

Dr. Hart said, “We will get through
this pandemic, but everyone needs to
keep up to date on the latest recom-
mendations.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Council

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
EMPTY SHELVES...Signs like this were common at local grocery stores and drug
stores as coronavirus fears led to panic buying of toilet paper, paper towels and
hand sanitizers.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
EMERGENCY MEETING...Prior to a joint tabletop exercise dealing with last
year's bias incident at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, Scotch Plains Police
Chief Ted Conley spoke to members of his department and the Fanwood Police
Department, with Chief Richard Trigo, at left, last Thursday.

Kathleen Wierzbinski at (908) 790-
0710 if they have any questions.

It also was announced that Borough
Hall and the library would be closed.

In addition, it was noted that the
second meeting regarding the break-
down of the budget that was scheduled
for March 16 was canceled. Slides that
were presented at the first Breakdown
of the Budget meeting can be found on
Garwood’s website. It was noted that
special arrangements could be made
for any resident requesting a hard copy
of those slides. The slides can be down-
loaded and copied off the borough’s
website.

The mayor also gave the New Jersey
COVID-19 hotline number, which is 1-
(800) 222-1222, for general questions.
She noted that this hotline number was
available 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, and has multi-language capabil-
ity. In addition, the Westfield Regional
Health Department, of which Garwood
is a member, also was shared for resi-
dents. That number is (908) 789-1500.

In other business, a second reading

and public hearing was held regarding
the title of the head of the recreation
department, which was unanimously
passed. According to ordinance, the
modification in wording has changed
from recreation commissioner to direc-
tor of recreation.

The mayor noted that she had suc-
cessfully conducted her first quarterly
Mayor’s Breakfast of 2020 and met
with many residents and business own-
ers. She said the meeting had been
started so local businesses could col-
laborate on “mutually beneficial en-
deavors.” She concluded that she was
looking forward to continuing her 2020
initiative called “Small Town, Open for
Business.”

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, March 26, at 7 p.m.,
at Garwood Borough Hall, located at
403 South  Avenue, Garwood. At this
time, the mayor is looking into the pos-
sibility of a call-in meeting but the spe-
cifics have not yet been reported. As
information is available, it will be dis-
seminated through The Westfield Leader.
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Sports -- Photos from Blue Devil

Girls Basketball Wrap-up; Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Wrestling Wrap-up;
Cranford Boys Basketball Wrap-up.

VIRAL SHUTDOWN

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOSED TO VISITORS...Area assisted-living facilities, including The Chelsea at Fanwood, have closed their doors to
visitors due to the spreading coronavirus.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EMPTY SHELVES...Signs like this were common at local grocery stores and drug
stores as coronavirus fears led to panic buying of toilet paper, paper towels and
hand sanitizers.

Residents Test Positive in WF, GW and CF
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – The spreading coronavirus
COVID-19 began to greatly impact
local life and routines over the past
week as schools were closed, busi-
nesses were shut by local, county and
state governments, events were can-
celled, grocery stores were over-
whelmed by shoppers making toilet
paper, paper towels and hand
sanitizers the hottest sellers since
Cabbage Patch dolls, and a new term
—“social distancing” — became the
catchphrase of the year.

The virus landed locally this week

with three individuals in Westfield and one
each in Garwood and Cranford reported to
have been diagnosed as the total number in
New Jersey climbed to 267 at press time
including three cases in Westfield, and one
each in Cranford and Garwood.

Governor Phil Murphy last week
declared a state of emergency and,
earlier this week, he ordered all
schools in the state to close “until
such time as deemed by health offi-
cials to be safe for classes to resume.”
He also asked for an 8 p.m. to 5 a.m.
statewide curfew to help curtail fur-
ther spreading of the virus. Governor
Murphy joined the governors of New

York and Connecticut in closing all movie
theaters, gyms and casinos in the three
states until further notice. Also, bars and
restaurants will only serve take-out food
for the foreseeable future.

The Governor’s office has been
keeping county and municipal offi-
cials briefed with conference calls
seven days a week with all 21 county
managers to update them on the latest
developments. Those county execu-
tives, in turn, then brief each of the
municipal business administrators in
their county on what they were told
by officials in Trenton.

Local mayors have asked non-es-
sential businesses in their towns to
close their doors to foot traffic. Phar-
macies, health care providers, banks
and grocery stores can remain open
and restaurants can offer curbside
pick-up and delivery services, but not
in-restaurant service. All public build-
ings in Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Cranford as well as
most Union County offices, were
closed to the public earlier this week,
but meetings are being streamed live.
Many have posted announcements
on Facebook. The owners of Chinese
eateries in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, seeing a large decrease in
customers, have jointly decided to
temporarily close their doors.

Besides public and private schools,
all public libraries in the area are
closed, as are Motor Vehicle Com-
mission offices. Municipal court ses-
sions also have been shut down for
the rest of the month. The Chelsea
Senior Living facility in Fanwood is
restricting all visitors.

Last week, members of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Ministerium along
with representatives from the local
governments were briefed by a repre-
sentative from the Rahway Depart-

BOE Presents $99.57-Mil. Budget
With $94.3-Million Tax Levy

Teachers, Students Adjust
To Distance Learning

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
announced the proposed 2020-2021
operating budget at $99,573,148, rep-

resenting a 2.20-percent increase, at
Thursday’s board meeting.

The $73,481,603 Scotch Plains
2020-2021 proposed tax levy has a
$181.95 annual tax impact per aver-
age home based on a $122,947 aver-
age assessment, stated Business Ad-
ministrator Deborah S. Saridaki. The
proposed tax levy represents a 2.07-

percent tax increase, stated Ms.
Saridaki.

Fanwood residents’ portion of the
school tax levy is $20,834,089. The
proposed annual tax impact is $86.33
based on an $85,210 average home
assessment. For Fanwood residents,
the average percentage increase wouldBy JENNIFER GLACKIN

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Before Governor
Phil Murphy ordered the closing of
schools across the state on Monday,
local schools had already closed
due to the COVID-19 threat. Teach-
ers, students and parents have en-
tered a new educational enterprise:
teaching through and learning from
a combination of new technology
and more traditional paper-based
work at home.

The requirements for remote
learning exist to allow students and
schools to satisfy the state-mandated
180-day school year. There must be
at least two hours’ worth of instruc-
tion compiled into a 10-hour school
week, according to Cranford’s Dis-
tance Learning Expectation docu-

ment on its website. Attendance is
taken. Westfield Public Schools has
information on their website outlin-
ing the expectations at various grade
levels.

Requirements for teachers and
students vary by district or for pri-
vate schools. Some schools have
teachers log in to a platform and
teach using their typical classroom
schedule, while others have teach-
ers uploading recorded lessons and
assignments, only logging in for a
period of time to address issues that
arise or to read to their students.

Google Classroom has become a
common way for teachers in local
towns to reach and teach their stu-
dents. A Westfield teacher said he
uses Google docs, drives, slides and

Mahr: FW ‘Will Work
Together to Get Through This’

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Westfield Re-
gional Health Department Director
Megan Avallone spoke at Monday’s
borough council meeting to address
Fanwood, Union County, the health
department, and New Jersey’s re-
sponse to the COVID-19 virus. She
answered Fanwood residents’ ques-
tions submitted through Facebook
Live.

“Our country is facing a pandemic
to the likes we have never seen in
our generation. We will all work
together to get through this,” Mayor
Colleen Mahr said. As a result of
this public-health situation, she said,
there is “real anxiety, real stress,
and real uncertainty” in the commu-
nity.

Ms. Avallone said Union County
will begin establishing a drive-
through testing site where county
residents showing symptoms or who
are concerned can receive further
attention.

“We’re here working hard on your
behalf,” said Mayor Mahr, describ-
ing the Mayor’s Office, Office of
Emergency Management and the
Police Department’s daily confer-
ence calls with both Union County
and Governor Phil Murphy’s of-
fice.

The mayor said the municipality
will continue to update residents
through the borough’s website.

“Information is coming very rap-
idly. (The borough is) sharing those
updates through daily email blasts
and our website, FanwoodNJ.org,”
Mayor Mahr said.

While the mayor said residents

are concerned, municipal govern-
ment must remain resilient to advo-
cate and make the best decisions for
its residents.

“Local government cannot shut
down in its entirety,” Mayor Mahr
said.

All Fanwood’s public buildings
will remain closed “until further
notice,” Mayor Mahr stated.

Since the outbreak commenced,
Fanwood has “deep-cleaned the
courts, library, and administrative
offices,” she said.

“We’re seeing more and more
cases in Union County and New
Jersey,” Ms. Avallone said regard-
ing the impact of the virus.

Currently, New Jersey testing only
includes individuals fitting a “cer-
tain criteria,” which can be prob-
lematic, the health officer said.

“We must all practice social dis-
tancing,” Mayor Mahr noted.

Social distancing limits human
exposure to one another, with six
feet of distance between people
being the suggested safety measure,
stated Mayor Mahr.

“When we’re talking social dis-
tancing, we’re talking staying home
as much as possible,” Ms. Avallone
said.

The Fanwood governing body
practiced social distancing during
the meeting, as only Mayor Mahr,
Councilwoman Erin McElroy
Barker, Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell and Councilman Anthony
Carter were present, allowing a quo-
rum to be met.

Ms. Avallone said COVID-19
cannot be transferred through the
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NO SERVICES TODAY..Many area houses of worship, including The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield,  have cancelled religious services due to the spreading
coronavirus.

Susan Myrill Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OUT OF STOCK...At Stop & Shop, the children of the Holleran family of
Westfield look bewildered at the empty shelves where water should be.

Lauren Barr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EMPTY  COMMUTER LOT...The South Avenue parking lot at the Westfield
Train Station was desolate Monday due to the worldwide COVID-19 health crisis.

Hearings Get Underway
On 2020 County Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County’s Fis-
cal Affairs Committee began hear-
ings last Wednesday on the 2020
budget. Union County Manager Ed
Oatman presented an executive bud-
get of $508 million to the Free-
holder board last month, of which
$374.3 million would be raised in
county property taxes, an increase
of $6.97 million over last year’s
budget.

Presenting their budgets last week
were the Departments of Human
Services, Parks and Recreation, the
Sheriff’s Office and the Election
Board.

Human Services includes the di-
visions of Aging, Youth Services,
Workforce Development/American
Job Center, Individual and Family
Support Services, Paratransit, Cor-
nerstone Behavioral Health Hospi-
tal, Outreach And Advocacy, and
Social Services, the largest agency
budget in the county.

Social Services’ budget of
$45,943,356 is up $1,436,355 over
last year’s modified budget. Of the
total amount, $36,098,977 is pro-
posed for salaries, up $2,392,573
from last year’s expenditures. An-
other $750,000 is proposed for over-
time, down $346,000 from last year.

According to Department Direc-
tor Debbie-Ann Anderson’s presen-
tation, 38,199 individuals received
food stamps, known as SNAP, in
2019. Of that number, 18,300 were
children.

The other department budgets are:
Aging, $2,701,446; Youth Services,
$893,841; American Job Center,
$291,413; Individual and Family
Support Services, $1,353,773;
Paratransit, $3,780,522; and Cor-
nerstone, a 44-bed, in-patient hos-
pital offering mental health services
for adults, $14,049,621. Corner-
stone is located at the Runnells Cen-
ter for Rehabilitation and
Healthcare, formerly known as
Runnells Specialized Hospital. The
county sold the property to a pri-
vate corporation in 2014 for $26
million but still operates the mental
health facility.

It was noted that Paratransit,
which provides transportation for
seniors, disabled residents, veter-
ans and other income-eligible resi-
dents, provided 114,408 one-way
rides in 2019.

The Cornerstone budget is $2.1
million over last year’s expendi-
tures.

The parks and recreation budget
includes $10,241,702 for recre-
ational facilities, $1,579,051 over
what was spent last year. The park
maintenance budget is $3,475,205,
about $263,000 over last year, with
another $161,521 budgeted for the
cultural and heritage division, a
slight increase over last year.

The sheriff’s budget for 2020 is
$21,952,257, up $916,000 over

what was spent in 2019. Salaries
account for $20,643,846 of that
budget, with another $731,911 for
overtime.

The Board of Elections budget is
$3,812,784, up $1,226,657 from last
year’s expenditures as this is a Presi-
dential Election year. Of that
amount, $1,368,809 was for sala-
ries, with another $1,382,875 bud-
geted for poll workers and $135,000
for overtime. Last year, $671,752
was spent on poll workers.

Board of Elections Administra-
tor Nicole DiRado said she is work-
ing with the New Jersey Associa-
tion of Election Officials to lobby
for increasing the current $200 sti-
pend paid for poll workers. Of the
current amount, the county pays
$75 with the state reimbursing the
rest.

Also of note, in last year’s Gen-
eral Election, 30,525 Vote By Mail
ballots were issued with 13,009 re-
turned and 12,616 counted. Under a
new law initiated last year, Vote By
Mail ballots postmarked and re-
ceived within 48 hours after the
close of election polls must be
counted. A total of 967 of those
ballots were received within that
time frame last year and 1,344 in
the 2018 General Election.

Downtown Plans to Be
Viewed By Committee
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members
of the downtown redevelopment
committee were expected to meet
privately this week for their first
chance to look at a developer’s de-
tailed plans for the inaugural phase
of downtown redevelopment, a first
step toward an eventual public un-
veiling of the plans.

At its monthly meeting last
Wednesday, Mayor Alexander
Smith said township council mem-
bers have already seen the plans
developed by Advance Realty In-
vestors and its partner, PS&S Engi-
neering. “I think we’re all excited,”
he commented. What he described
as a “broad range financial review
of the plan” also has been conducted
by township professionals, and the
mayor called it “a realistic plan to
go forward financially.” He did note,
however, that a number of issues
still need to be addressed, specifi-
cally how the project will be staged
in order to minimize impacts on
local businesses and shoppers.

The first phase of the township’s
downtown redevelopment efforts
will be centered on the township-
owned properties where the mu-
nicipal building, the firehouse and
the library are located as well as the
parking lots adjacent to the munici-
pal building and library, behind the
stores that front Park Avenue and
the parking lot behind the row of

businesses on East Second Street
adjacent to the CVS pharmacy. The
police, fire department and rescue
squad headquarters, along with the
township administrative offices, will
be relocated to new facilities out-
side of the downtown, possibly on
Plainfield Avenue across from the
Public Works Department. A new
library will be built in the same area
as the present location on Bartle
Avenue.

Redevelopment of these proper-
ties is expected to result in about
48,000 square feet of new retail and
office space, more than 1,400 new
parking spots and 177 new housing
units, 35 of which will be set aside
as affordable-housing units.

In other business last week, the
committee spent the bulk of its time
discussing — sometimes heatedly
— proposed new overlay-zone or-
dinances that need to be adopted by
the township council by the end of
June. An overlay zone has been ex-
plained as “a zone on top of a zone,”
essentially adding a second zone to
an existing one that will allow a
developer to build on a property
that may not be designated for, say,
multi-unit housing.

A court order last year mandated
that the township enact the overlay
zones by June 30 for properties
along two segments of Terrill Road,
two segments of East Second Street,
Park Avenue from East Second
Street to the Fanwood border, the
central business district where four
township-owned properties are the
initial focus of the committee’s re-
development efforts and the Snuffy’s
property that is being redeveloped
into a supermarket and a commuter
park-and-ride lot.

Planner Michael Mistretta pre-
sented various options for housing
density levels in the various zones,
with higher densities in the central
business district and lower ones on
the Terrill Road corridor. There was
much discussion and debate about
whether higher densities were war-
ranted in the downtown so as to
have more residents living, and
shopping, in the core business dis-
trict.

Garwood Council Meets and
Discusses Coronavirus

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil last Thursday discussed the latest
information regarding Coronavirus
COVID-19 and cautionary steps the
borough was taking to help its resi-
dents to stay healthy.

Mayor Sara Todisco addressed
the audience, noting that everyone
should wash their hands regularly
for at least 20 seconds, use antibac-
terial hand sanitizer that has at least
a 60-percent alcohol content when
hand washing is not possible, and
try to distance oneself from others
when attending meetings or public
places. She also reminded the pub-
lic to avoid touching their faces and
to stay home as much as possible,
especially if they are feeling sick.

Since that meeting, a Garwood
resident was reported as testing posi-
tive for COVID-19.

The mayor also announced that
all public gatherings and events for
the borough were canceled for the
month of March because of COVID-
19. This included all recreation pro-
grams within the borough, includ-
ing the annual Easter Egg Hunt. In
addition all Senior Club meetings
have been canceled throughout
March. The mayor noted that se-
niors can call Senior Director
Kathleen Wierzbinski at (908) 790-
0710 if they have any questions.

It also was announced that Bor-
ough Hall and the library would be
closed.

In addition, it was noted that the
second meeting regarding the break-
down of the budget that was sched-
uled for March 16 was canceled.
Slides that were presented at the
first Breakdown of the Budget meet-
ing can be found on Garwood’s
website. It was noted that special
arrangements could be made for
any resident requesting a hard copy
of those slides. The slides can be
downloaded and copied off the
borough’s website.

The mayor also gave the New
Jersey COVID-19 hotline number,
which is 1-(800) 222-1222, for gen-
eral questions. She noted that this
hotline number was available 24
hours a day, seven days a week, and
has multi-language capability. In
addition, the Westfield Regional
Health Department, of which
Garwood is a member, also was
shared for residents. That number is
(908) 789-1500.

In other business, a second read-
ing and public hearing was held
regarding the title of the head of the
recreation department, which was
unanimously passed. According to
ordinance, the modification in word-
ing has changed from recreation
commissioner to director of recre-
ation.

The mayor noted that she had
successfully conducted her first
quarterly Mayor’s Breakfast of 2020
and met with many residents and
business owners. She said the meet-
ing had been started so local busi-
nesses could collaborate on “mutu-
ally beneficial endeavors.” She con-
cluded that she was looking for-
ward to continuing her 2020 initia-
tive called “Small Town, Open for
Business.”

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, March 26, at 7
p.m., at Garwood Borough Hall,
located at 403 South  Avenue,
Garwood. At this time, the mayor is

looking into the possibility of a call-
in meeting but the specifics have
not yet been reported. As informa-
tion is available, it will be dissemi-
nated through The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EMERGENCY MEETING...Prior to a joint tabletop exercise dealing with last
year's bias incident at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, Scotch Plains Police
Chief Ted Conley spoke to members of his department and the Fanwood Police
Department, with Chief Richard Trigo, at left, last Thursday.
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COVID-19
ment of Health who spoke about the
virus and ways to prevent it from
spreading, including the possible can-
cellation of weekly religious services.
Many houses of worship did so this
past weekend and are planning to do
so during coming weekends, with
some live streaming their services for
members to view at home.

All area town websites contain con-
stantly updated information about the
virus, how to combat it, and its effects
on municipal operations and pro-
grams. While governing councils are
keeping their meeting schedules, these
meetings will be closed to the public
and available on television or online.
Meanwhile, most large meetings have
been cancelled in keeping with an
earlier directive from the Governor’s
Office that gatherings of more than
250 people be avoided, and a more
recent recommendation from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC), and followed by the Gov-
ernor, that any gatherings be limited
to no more than 50 people.

A number of larger events have
been cancelled due to concerns about
crowds. The annual St. Patrick’s Day
Parade in Union and the St. Pat’s
festival at the Darby Road pub in
Scotch Plains, which was scheduled
for last weekend, were cancelled, and
the annual St. Bartholomew Acad-
emy 5K Race set for Saturday, March
28, has been postponed until Satur-
day, September 12. The Adult School,
which holds some of its classes at
Westfield High School, has cancelled
its spring schedule.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE Budget
be 1.13 percent year-over-year, stated
Ms. Saridaki.

However, Ms. Saridaki said it is
important to report all Fanwood cal-
culations by percentage, and home
assessments are based on 2019-2020
numbers due to re-evaluation.

Ms. Saridaki overviewed the pro-
posed operating budget based on how
the funds would be allocated by per-
centage and category. Fifty-six per-
cent of the proposed operating budget
will be allocated towards salaries, she
said, with the second largest allocation
category being employee benefits.

Tuition will account for 9 percent
of the operating budget. Transporta-
tion costs will account for 4 percent
and facilities maintenance will ac-
count for 3 percent of the operating
budget, stated Ms. Saridaki.

Capital Expenditures, 1 percent,
and other expenses, 7 percent, com-
plete the proposed 2020-2021 oper-
ating budget, stated Ms. Saridaki. The
other expenses category, totaling
$6,771,857, includes “all items
needed to support instruction.”

The items include nurse supplies,
testing supplies, extracurricular fund-
ing, legal, audit, professional services,
telephone costs, Internet access, class-
room, office furniture, media center
books, and supplies, stated Ms.
Saridaki. The other expenditures bud-
get category includes 16 separate cat-
egories which include the day-to-day
support for staff and students, stated
Ms. Saridaki.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood dis-
trict has been categorized or quali-
fied to receive more than $16,349,849
in state aid, which has not been paid
to the district, she said. The
$16,349,849 includes every budget
cycle since the 2015-2016 operating
budget, including the 2020-2021 bud-
get, stated Ms. Saridaki.

She did not specify political rea-
soning, bureaucratic justifications or
state decision-making behind the pro-
cess, but assured that under existing
New Jersey guidelines, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district does
indeed qualify.

Ms. Saridaki said the budget ad-
dressed the district’s need for a pro-
posed 8.32 staff member increase.
The proposed staffing needs include
one elementary teacher, one student
assistance specialist, one high-school
child study team member, three stu-
dent aides and one clerical-data entry
professional.

The district’s operating revenue
includes 93.3 percent funding from
the local tax levy, Ms. Saridaki said.
In addition to financial projections,
the district announced 2020-2021
curriculum initiatives including
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
block scheduling, increased counsel-
ing support, New Jersey Learning
Standards priority review, fifth-grade
standards based on report cards, and
elementary pacing guides.

Ms. Saridaki said the district expe-
rienced a 48-student enrollment in-
crease over a six-year period from
2012 to 2019.

water supply, and individuals should
not feel limited in going to a park or
to “get fresh air” sporadically. Res-
taurants are only being allowed to
open for curbside pickup and deliv-
ery, Ms. Avallone stated.

“Don’t panic. It is important to
still call your healthcare provider,”
Ms. Avallone said.

Ms. Avallone said any residents
who feel sick or have a fever should
immediately contact their healthcare
provider, but should not assume un-
doubtedly the cause is COVID-19.

“We are still seeing a lot of cases
of the flu,” Ms. Avallone said.

Ms. Avallone said she could not
confirm whether someone could
have both the flu and COVID-19
“at this time,” but that it is a ques-
tion she would look into further.

“As community members, we
need to make sure all the informa-
tion we are getting is accurate,” Ms.
Avallone said.

She said while social media is a
great way to share information
quickly, it also is often responsible
for transmitting misinformation.

Though the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district remains
closed, the board of education as-
sured that over 70 meals have been
delivered to the homes of students
who are “at risk” with inadequate
food resources, Mayor Mahr stated.

She said “only 100” students have
been identified as lacking adequate
technology for remote learning.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood
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Learning
sheets to send assignments. The stu-
dents can then send it back to him
and he can make comments and
suggest changes for the students to
improve. He also said teachers can
assign work through educational
websites.

Cranford fifth-grade teacher
Rosie Scholz created her own
YouTube channel to help teach her
students. Ms. Scholz also said she
has scheduled times where she logs
in to Google Hangouts to answer
questions or advise students. “The
Google classroom has been our life-
line,” she said. Students also were
able to pick up two weeks’ worth of
materials from their neighborhood
school prior to the start of distance
learning.

Gretchen O’Shea, a first-grade
teacher from Cranford, used Google
Meet to connect with her students
on Tuesday. “It was great to see
their faces and feel connected,” she
said. Fifteen of her students joined
her and her co-teacher to try it out
and listen to a story. “It was good
for them to see each other. They
cheered for their friends as each
child joined,” Ms. O’Shea said. She
said it was good for the social-emo-

tional aspect of their learning and is
important for them to feel connected
during this difficult time. While
learning to use these technological
components, the teachers them-
selves held a Google Meet over the
weekend, according to Ms. O’Shea,
to practice and learn how best to
show parents and caregivers how to
help their children navigate the new
learning platforms.

Parents and caregivers also are
on a learning curve with the new
materials. It is a bit overwhelming,
said a Westfield caregiver, but “the
teachers have been awesome with
communicating with us, especially
if we have any issues.” Some
Cranford parents who spoke to The
Westfield Leader said that teaching
their children and using the tech-
nology “have been an adjustment,”
but that the workload is manage-
able and some of the traditional
work is a good balance to all the
technology components.

Over the next few weeks, teach-
ers, parents, caregivers and students
will continue to fine-tune this new
educational frontier as area schools
are closed for an indefinite amount
of time.

www.goleader.com
Follow Us:

facebook.com/
leadertimes
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CEASAR GETS HIS VEST...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli and Sheriff’s
Officer Nelson Agurto thank Dr. Julie Tropeano for sponsoring a bullet and stab
protective vest for Union County Sheriff’s Office K9 Ceasar.

County Warns Against
Price Gouging for COVID-19

COUNTY — New Jersey Governor
Phil Murphy has declared a public
health emergency due to the expected
spread of COVID-19 in New Jersey.
As part of the declaration, Governor
Murphy invoked the New Jersey
Consumer Fraud Act, which prohibits
excessive price increases by
businesses during and immediately
following a declared state of
emergency.

“Price gouging is illegal during
and after a declared emergency,
it’s as simple as that,” Union
County Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said. “We
encourage any resident or visitor
to report excessively high prices
for sanitizer and other items to the

county’s Office of Consumer
Affairs.”

Consumers who suspect price
gouging in Union County can
contact the Office of Consumer
Affairs at (908) 654-9840 or use the
online complaint form at ucnj.org/
public-safety/office-of-consumer-
affairs.

The Governor’s Public Health State
of Emergency declaration, Executive
Order 103, is designed to strengthen
preparedness measures. It covers
procedures for staffing and supplying
government offices and also qualifies
New Jersey for federal disaster
assistance. It does not involve travel
restrictions or other closures that
impact the public.

Prosecutor Drops Gun
Charges Against Man

COUNTY — Gun charges against
Roselle man have been dismissed,
according to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office.

During the evening of Saturday,
February 8, Roosevelt Twyne, 25,
was stopped by members of the
Roselle Park Police Department for a
motor-vehicle infraction. When
stopped, Mr. Twyne had a loaded
handgun in a holster on his person, as
well as two additional magazines.
Some of that ammunition included
what were believed at the time to be
hollow-point rounds. A gun box was
also found in the car; however, the
firearm was not in the gun box at the
time of the stop.

Mr. Twyne, who is an employee of
Brinks, produced a permit to carry
the weapon, which was subject to
certain conditions. In particular, the
permit was expressly limited to the
time he was on-duty with Brinks. At
the time of the stop, Mr. Twyne was
not on duty with Brinks – and,
accordingly, he was not legally
permitted to carry a weapon at that
time. He was, therefore, charged with
the unlawful transportation of a
firearm, in violation of N.J.S.A.
2C:39-9(d), and the possession of
hollow point ammunition, in violation
of N.J.S.A. 2C:39-3(f).

The matter was transferred to the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office for
prosecution, and the office has since
investigated the circumstances
surrounding the incident. That
investigation, according to the release,
confirmed the limitations placed on
Mr. Twyne’s carry permit, namely
that Mr. Twyne was permitted to carry
a weapon “only while in the
performance of duties during working
hours at Brinks” and that “Brink’s

[sic.] will be responsible for the
adequate safeguarding of the weapon
during periods when employee is off
duty.” The investigation showed that
the motor-vehicle stop occurred
approximately 16 minutes after Mr.
Twyne clocked out of work. It also
showed that Mr. Twyne was
cooperative during the motor-vehicle
stop, and that he responsibly reported
the presence of his weapon to the
officers involved. The investigation
showed that the ammunition
recovered were manufactured with a
polymer filling inside the hollow tip,
according to the release.

In light of that investigation, the
prosecutor’s office has concluded that,
although probable cause existed to
arrest and charge Mr. Twyne at the
time of his arrest, it is not in the
interests of justice to continue his
prosecution. The prosecutor’s office
noted that the motor-vehicle stop
occurred shortly after Mr. Twyne had
left work; that he possessed a gun
box, which, if utilized, would have
made it legal for him to transport the
firearm home; that there is no evidence
one way or another as to whether his
failure to utilize the gun box was
intentional; and that at no point during
the motor-vehicle stop did he pose
any danger to the police officers
involved.

It is also noted that, although
featuring a hollow nose, the specific
ammunition in the possession of Mr.
Twyne is not illegal under New Jersey
law, due to the polymer filling inside
the hollow tip.

“Accordingly, the office has elected
to exercise its prosecutorial discretion
and has administratively dismissed
all charges pending against Mr.
Twyne,” according to the release.

K9 Receives Vest Thanks
To Memorial Donation

COUNTY — Union County
Sheriff’s Office K9 Ceasar has
received a bullet and stab protective
vest thanks to a charitable donation
from non-profit organization Vested
Interest in K9s, Inc. The vest was
sponsored by Dr. Julie Tropeano of
Lincroft, NJ and embroidered with
the sentiment “In memory of Mark
Hratko.”

Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. is a
501c(3) charity located in East
Taunton, Mass., whose mission is to
provide bullet and stab protective
vests and other assistance to dogs of
law enforcement and related agencies
throughout the United States. The
non-profit was established in 2009 to
assist law enforcement agencies with
this potentially lifesaving body armor
for their four-legged K9 officers.
Since its inception, Vested Interest in
K9s, Inc. provided over 3,500 U.S.
made, custom fitted, NIJ certified
protective vests in 50 states, through

private and corporate donations, at a
value of $6.9 million.

The program is open to dogs
actively employed in the U.S. with
law enforcement or related agencies
who are certified and at least 20
months of age. New K9 graduates, as
well as K9s with expired vests, are
eligible to participate.

The donation to provide one
protective vest for a law enforcement
K9 is $950. Each vest has a value
between $1,744 and $2,283, and a
five-year warranty and an average
weight of four to five pounds. There is
an estimated 30,000 law enforcement
K9s throughout the United States. For
more information or to learn about
volunteer opportunities, please call
(508) 824-6978. Vested Interest in K9s,
Inc. provides information, lists events,
and accepts tax-deductible donations
of any denomination at www.vik9s.org
or mailed to P.O. Box 9 East Taunton,
Mass.
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Watson Coleman Votes for
Coronavirus Package

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-12th, Trenton), a member of the
House Appropriations Committee,
voted to pass H.R. 6201, the Families
First Coronavirus Response Act, to
provide stability and security for fami-
lies dealing with the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic. As of Monday
morning, New Jersey had 100 pre-
sumptive positive cases, though there
are likely many more undiagnosed.

“Mitigating the outbreak is of ut-
most importance. H.R. 6201 will help
get people tested, provide medical
treatment and soften the economic
impact of social distancing and miti-
gation of the virus,” according to a
press release from the Congress-
woman.

The bill includes:
Free coronavirus testing for every-

one who needs a test, including the
uninsured. Congresswoman Watson
Coleman said she insisted that the
uninsured be covered because every-
one, no matter their coverage status,
is susceptible to coronavirus and can
spread the disease.

Paid emergency leave, with both
14 days of paid sick leave and up to
three months of paid family and medi-
cal leave.

Enhanced Unemployment Insur-
ance, a first step that will extend pro-
tections to furloughed workers, and
those laid off as a result of the virus.

Strengthened food security initia-
tives, including SNAP, student meals,
seniors’ nutrition and food banks.

SNAP work requirements will be
paused for the duration of the public
health crisis.

Increased federal funds for Medic-
aid, as states face increased costs.

“Experts on infectious diseases are
telling us the only way to prevent
increased spread of the coronavirus
and to save lives is expanded testing,
quick medical attention, and social
distancing,” Congresswoman Watson
Coleman said. “These actions will
put enormous stress on our healthcare
and economic systems. I want people
to begin to stay home when possible
– take advantage of telework, avoid
large gatherings, and minimize time
in public spaces. This bill is about
making sure families and employees
aren’t hurt by those important public
health directives.

“The Families First Coronavirus
Response Act will mitigate some of
those effects and I will continue to
work with my colleagues to provide
whatever resources are necessary to
fight this pandemic and support work-
ing families.”

Congresswoman Watson Coleman
is working with leaders in Congress
and the Statehouse to give people the
most accurate, up to date informa-
tion.

For information and updates visit
the New Jersey Department of
Health’s COVID-19 website https://
www.state.nj.us/health/cd/topics/
ncov.shtml or the CDC’s COVID-19
website: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html.

Chelsea Taking Precautions
To Prevent COVID-19 Spread

FANWOOD — Chelsea Senior
Living has imposed new restrictions
on those entering its assisted living
buildings in New Jersey and New
York to help safeguard residents and
staff from the coronavirus, known as
COVID-19.

The company’s 17 operational
buildings have posted notices advising
visitors that they may be denied entry
if they or family members have
symptoms including: sore throat,
cough, fever, shortness of breath,
diarrhea, nausea, a generalized feeling
of being unwell or history of recent
travel to impacted areas, domestic or
international, within the past 30 days.

“We’ve had no cases to date,” said
Roger Bernier, president and chief
operating officer of Chelsea Senior

Living. “And while this may pose a
temporary inconvenience to visitors
including family members of our
residents, we think it’s an important
step to safeguard the health of our
residents and staff.”

Additionally, Chelsea managers
have re-instructed their staffs on
proper hand washing and symptoms
of coronavirus and have secured
supplies of N95 masks and gowns in
case they are needed.

These new restrictions are in
addition to robust safeguards already
in place to isolate cases of infectious
disease in all Chelsea residences and
follow the guidelines set by the
Centers for Decease Control And
Prevention (CDC) and the Health Care
Association of New Jersey.

County Clerk Recommends
 Use of E-Filing Services

COUNTY — As the COVID-19
coronavirus continues to spread in
New Jersey, Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi urges frequent land
record submitters to use available e-
filing services instead of filing
documents in person, by mail, or by
messenger service.

Law firms, banks, title companies
and other businesses that frequently
file deeds, mortgages and other
documents can use an e-filing
service.

“The recent outbreak of COVID-
19 has made it necessary to prepare
and plan for a variety of different
outcomes,” Ms. Rajoppi said. “In
light of this I strongly urge frequent
submitters to consider contracting
with one of the two e-filing vendors
who serve this office, to ensure the
timely recording of your
documents.”

The following E-File vendors are
used by the County Clerk:

CSC: Corporation Service
Company, erecording@cscinfo.com,
866-652-0111, www.erecording.com
and SimpliFile,
jpettine@simplifile.com, 800-460-
5657, www.simplifile.com

For more information about all
County Clerk programs and services,
visit online at ucnj.org/county-clerk
or call (908) 527-4787.

Malinowski Announces
New Operating Procedures

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-
7th, Somerset) has announced that
will be implementing the following
new operating procedures, consistent
with guidance from public health and
safety officials and directives from
the House Sergeant at Arms.

Staff in Washington, D.C. and in
Somerville offices will continue
working full-time for constituents
from remote locations. The
Congressman’s physical offices in
Washington and Somerville will be
closed to visitors, and the mobile
office hours program will be
temporarily suspended.

The House Sergeant at Arms has
notified the Congressman that access
to the United States Capitol will be
limited until at least April 1, 2020 to
protect the health and safety of House
Members, staff and visitors. The
Capitol Visitor Center and the Capitol
will be closed to all tours. The White
House is also closed to tours. As a
result, Mr. Malinowski’s office will
not be able to conduct Capitol tours
or coordinate White House tours until
further notice.

The office will continue to:

Receive and respond to telephone
calls: Anyone who needs to speak to
a member of Mr. Malinowski’s staff
can call the Somerville office at (908)
547-3307. If call volume is high you
may be sent to voicemail. Staff will
do their best to ensure all calls are
returned promptly.

Provide casework assistance:
Anyone who needs assistance with a
federal agency, the may be able to
help. More information can be found
at Malinowski.house.gov/services.

Answer correspondence. The best
way to contact our office for assistance
is by submitting an email.

Schedule meetings. If you would
like to request a meeting with
Congressman Malinowski or his staff,
you can submit a meeting request or
email staff directly. Please note, as
long as the telecommuting policy is in
place, staff will conduct meetings over
the telephone rather than in person.

Additionally, the Town Hall
scheduled on Saturday, March 28 in
Lambertville has been postponed, but
look out for future telephone town
halls that will be announced soon.
For public health guidance and
updates on the most recent confirmed
COVID-19 cases in your area, please
visit the New Jersey Department of
Health’s COVID-19 Dashboard. If
you are experiencing symptoms and
need guidance on what steps to take
call the 24 Hour NJ COVID-19
Hotline at 1-800-222-1222.

Giving Back to Community:
Meet A Member of SP Squad

SCOTCH PLAINS — Rebecca
(Becky) Lugara initially got involved
with the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
through the squad auxiliary. The
auxiliary was started 11 years ago by
Jennifer Speth, the eldest daughter
of long-time squad members
Deborah and Robert Speth. It has
been instrumental in supporting the
rescue squad through fundraising and
by taking part in community events.

Becky was 50 when she joined.
Her then 16-year-old son Dave was
already a volunteer on the squad and
was studying to be an Emergency
Medical Technician (EMT).

“I’d grown up in Scotch Plains
and had an allegiance to the town
(although I now live in Cranford),”
said Becky. “I also wanted to support
my son.”

When she began attending squad
auxiliary events and met people on
the squad (some of whom she has
known since childhood, such as
President Daniel Sullivan and Chief
Carolyn Sorge), she found them very
welcoming.

“I saw the selfless work that they
did, and I realized that this would be
the perfect time for me to seek out
my high school ‘dream’ [of joining
the squad.]” Plus, my son was
coaching me on, saying ‘Mom, you
can do it and we need EMTs!’”

In 2017, at the age of 51, Becky
officially passed the state exam and
became a certified EMT.

She said there are many things she
likes about riding on the ambulance.
Her favorite is having the opportunity
to help someone in need, at a very
vulnerable time, and to also provide
moral and emotional support for
family members. She also enjoys
working together as a team and
serving the community as a volunteer.

There have been several calls that
stand out in her mind, but the one she
remembers most was when she
responded to a call in which a woman
had fallen down some stairs.

“She was in immense pain, and
understandably very upset. But, in
addition to that, one of her daughters
was very emotionally distraught about
her mom’s accident. We worked as a
team to as carefully and as painlessly
as possible transport the patient to the
hospital. While working to get our
patient safely to the ambulance, I
temporarily took on the role of
comforting her daughter the best that
I could. On the way to the hospital,
the patient was in less pain, but scared

and concerned. I told her she could
hold my hand if she wanted to, so she
did. We began talking about her family
and the length of time she lived in
Scotch Plains. She also asked if I
would say a prayer with her. While
the transportation and the first aid
were just as crucial, it felt like an
imperative part of her treatment to
tend to her emotional needs….in other
words, to provide the ‘human touch.’”

Besides her volunteer work, Becky
is a certified elementary school
teacher, working as an Applied
Behavioral Analysis (ABA)
paraprofessional for students with
autism and related disorders. She’s
also a member of the St. Theresa’s
Church choir and Little Flower
Organization, and the Westfield
Instructional Support Services
Association. In addition, she teaches
beginner piano lessons on a very
part-time basis.

“I think someone should volunteer
with our squad (and/or Auxiliary)
because it’s an immensely rewarding
experience,” said Becky. “Not only
do you make great friends, but the
squad (especially the officers),
support and mentor their EMTs. I
volunteer on Wednesday evenings
and I’ve learned so much from
‘veteran EMTs’, especially Crew
Chief Joan Lozowski, who have
ridden on the squad for decades. It’s
a perfect way to serve the community,
be part of a great organization, grow
professionally and emotionally, and
help your fellow human beings.”

Today, in addition to being an
active member of the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad, she is also the
president of the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad Auxiliary, having
assumed this role in November of
2018.

To find out how you can become
a member, please go to our website
at www.scotchplainsrescd.com,
email us at
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com,or
call (908) 322-2103.

Contributing Author Susan
Baldani is a life member of the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

NEW RESTRICTIONS...Chelsea Senior Living in Fanwood has imposed new
restrictions on those entering its assisted living facility to help safeguard residents
and staff from the coronavirus, known as COVID-19.
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Countywide Recycling
Events Cancelled

COUNTY – Due to the COVID-
19 coronavirus outbreak, all
countywide recycling events spon-
sored by Union County have been
cancelled during the months of
March and April. This applies to
mobile paper shredding events,
household hazardous waste pro-
grams, and scrap metal recycling.
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Expiration Deadlines
Extended for Licenses
By KEN ZIERLER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SPRINGFIELD — Assemblyman
and Republican Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) has
thanked Governor Phil Murphy for
his response for extending expiration
dates for driver licenses, registrations,
and inspection stickers. The extension
also applies to commercial driver
licenses, learner permits,
registrations, and temporary tags. In
addition, in response to COVID-19,
the New Jersey Motor Vehicle
(NJMVC) Commission  announced
that it has closed all of its  facilities.

“I would like to thank Governor
Murphy for extending the expiration
date of driver’s licenses, vehicle
registrations and car inspections,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “This extension will
provide New Jersey residents relief from
long wait times at MVC facilities.”

Mr. Bramnick held a press conference
on March 11 in front of the MVC at 34
Center Street in response to long lines
that had been occurring for several
days. The inside waiting area was so
jam-packed that the MVC had to extend
the line outside onto the sidewalk and
around the corner.

The reason for the backup was
because New Jerseyans wanted their
REAL IDs processed or simply want
to renew their licenses, and the MVC
was not equipped to handle such a
large increase in traffic.

“There’s just no reason why people
have to wait maybe four to five hours
just to renew their license,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “These are hard-
working people who were just not
expecting such long lines and long wait
times. They have to get back to work.”

At the press conference, Mr.
Bramnick called upon the Governor
Murphy to immediately extend license
expiration dates three to six months,
keep MVC offices open 24/7 and
open up satellite offices.

According to Mr. Bramnick, it takes
15 minutes to process a REAL ID
licenses. He said a MVC worker can

only see up to four people in one hour
as there are not enough trained staff,
cameras or work stations to process
the new ID cards in a timely fashion.

“And if you think the lines are long
here in Springfield, you should pay a
visit to the Newark and Rahway DMVs.
The lines are three times longer,” he said.

Mr. Bramnick also added that MVC
workers and their supervisors were
working hard to try and service
everyone. He said they just did not have
the manpower or equipment to do it all.

In addition, Mr. Bramnick said with
all the focus on the spread of the
coronavirus known as COVID-19 and
being with large crowds in close quarters,
people should have been concerned.

According to a press release from
the New Jersey Motor Vehicle
Commission, effective immediately,
the NJMVC will grant a two-month
extension for driver licenses expiring
in March, April, and May;
registrations expiring in March, April,
and May, and inspection stickers
expiring in March, April, and May.

“All residents who have their driver’s
licenses, auto registration, or vehicle
inspection due for a renewal by May
31 will receive an automatic two-month
extension,” Governor Murphy said,
according to the release. “Keeping
New Jerseyans out of crowded Motor
Vehicle agencies is another step we
can take to limit exposure and hold the
line against the spread of COVID-19.”

“Extending the expiration dates will
reduce the numbers of customers who
come through our agencies daily,
helping us to reduce the risk to New
Jerseyans,” NJMVC Chief Sue Fulton
said. “We also strongly encourage
customers to renew their licenses and
registrations online if they are eligible.”

For expiration dates falling in
March, the renewal deadline is
extended to May; for expiration dates
falling in April, the renewal deadline
is extended to June; for expiration
dates falling in May, the renewal
deadline is extended to July. The
NJMVC website is NJMVC.gov.

Union County Announces
Cancellations, Changes

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders advises
residents that essential county services
will continue to operate during the
coronavirus COVID-19 outbreak, and
that certain social services will be
expanded or modified to provide
assistance to those in need. In support
of statewide efforts to slow the spread
of the virus, certain non-essential
activities and programs have been
suspended.

“In response to the outbreak, Union
County has implemented a
comprehensive plan to continue
providing essential services, including
social services and public safety
services, while also taking preventive
measures in accordance with the
recommendations of public health
experts,” Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said. “By
working together, we can all help
slow the spread of COVID-19 and
protect our community.”

Public health professionals have
determined that COVID-19 is a
serious public health concern that
requires swift, decisive action in
order to prevent it from spreading.
Most persons with COVID-19 do
not experience extreme symptoms,
but persons who are elderly or who
have underlying health conditions
are at risk for severe illness or
death.

Persons with non-essential business
are encouraged to contact Union
County offices by phone or online
when possible. While all other
essential social services will continue
to operate, the following services are
impacted:

Department of Parks and Rec.
All permits for County athletic

fields are revoked. Warinanco Sports
Center is closed to the public. All
events at Masker’s Barn are cancelled.

Effective Sunday, March 15, the
Trailside Nature and Science Center
is closed, including open visiting
hours and all scheduled activities.

Watchung Stable is closed to the
general public (boarders only are
allowed on premises for horse care).

Golf is currently available at Ash
Brook and Galloping Hill for online
registration only, in order to limit use
of indoor facilities. Intervals between
tee times have been extended and
golf carts will be sanitized.

Hours at the Learning Center at
Galloping Hill have been curtailed to
11 a.m. to 6 p.m., and users will be
limited to small and medium-sized
buckets. Credit and debit cards only
will be accepted; no cash transactions.

The Red Knot restaurant at
Galloping Hill is closed for a la carte
service effective March 14, until
further notice. The Tavern at Ash
Brook will be open Tuesdays through
Sundays from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. Credit
and debit cards only will be accepted;
no cash transactions.

Department of Human Services
The Route 22 Shuttle is suspended.
Effective March 16, the Paratransit

System be available only for necessary
medical trips.

The Meals on Wheels program will
close all congregate meal sites by
March 18 or earlier. Home-delivered
meals will continue on an expanded

basis, including meal delivery on
request for seniors who no longer
have access to a local congregate
meal site (please call Meals on Wheels
at (908) 486-5100 for assistance.

The Pediatric Immunization Clinic
at 40 Parker Road in Elizabeth will
remain open until further notice.

All activities and programs
organized through the Office for
People with Disabilities and Special
Needs are cancelled.

Emergency shelter will continue to
be available to homeless persons
(persons requesting assistance can call
the Union County Division of Social
Services at (908) 965-2700 during
regular business hours, or call the
Statewide Homeless Hotline after
hours at 211 or 877-652-1148.

Persons receiving or in need of
SNAP food assistance may call Social
Services at (908) 965-2700 for
assistance by phone.

Twenty-four hour emergency
psychiatric services will be available
by phone through the Union County
Mobile Community Outreach (adults)
at (908) 994-7131 and through the
Union County Mobile Response and
Stabilization (Children) at 877-652-
7624.

In addition, Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital may be contacted
at (732) 381-4200, and Overlook
Medical Center may be contacted at
(908) 522-2000.

Information about other mental
health and addiction services in Union
County is available during business
hours by calling (908) 527-4846 or
908-527-4844.

The Union County Rape Crisis
Hotline will continue to take calls
from persons in need of assistance
due to sexual assault through the 24-
hour hotline:  (908) 233-RAPE.

For assistance with youth in crisis
or who are unable to remain in their
homes, call (908) 514-2313.

County Clerk
Passport services will be available

by appointment beginning on March
14 in Westfield. Please call (908)
654-9575. The Elizabeth location will
operate as normal.

Frequent land records submitters,
such as law firms and banks, are
encouraged to use an e-filing service
(the vendors used by the county clerk
are Corporation Service Company and
SimpliFile.

County Sheriff
Sheriff’s Sales are suspended for

remainder of March.
Superior Court of Union County

Petit Jury selection is suspended
although active trials are continuing.

Surrogate Court
For the safety of the public and

employees, the Surrogate Court is
advising all clients to please call (908)
527-4280 to determine the best time
to visit the office. This will be done to
control the number of contacts at any
one time.

County Tax Assessor’s Office
Effective immediately, property tax

appeals filings to the Union County
Tax Assessor’s Office will only be
accepted via regular mail or by filing
online at http://
w w w. n j a p p e a l o n l i n e . c o m /
prodappealonline/home.aspx

Quijano Commends
 Decision on Bump Stock

 TRENTON — In response to the
recent decision by the U.S. Supreme
Court to uphold a federal ban on
bump stocks, which enable semi-
automatic weapons to fire as rapidly
as machine guns, Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano (D-20th, Union)
released the following statement:

 “In 2017, our hearts broke with the
news that 59 people lost their lives in a
mass shooting at a Las Vegas concert.
We wondered, ‘How could this happen?
How could so many be lost?’ The answer
became clear: a bump stock. Using this
device turned the gunman’s weapon
into one that was far more dangerous. I
can’t help but think less innocent lives
would have been lost if the gunman
hadn’t used a bump stock.

 “The average gun owner has no
need for a bump stock. I was proud to
sponsor a law to ban bump stocks in
New Jersey, which protects the public
from these unsafe and unnecessary
devices without infringing on our
second amendment rights.

“I’m pleased the Supreme Court

came to the same reasonable
conclusion in upholding a similar
ban nationwide. This is a matter of
safety and should not be taken
lightly.”

COVID-19 in County:
Human Services Update

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has
updated guidelines for accessing
essen t ia l  human se rv ices
programs during the COVID-19
outbreak.

“Residents can continue to access
vital services while observing basic
guidelines for limiting the spread of
the virus, including social distancing,”
Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said.

Residents in need are advised to
contact county offices by phone
whenever possible.

The following services have been
impacted:

American Job Centers
·   Both of the American Job Centers

(in Elizabeth and Plainfield) are open
at this time. However, please call
ahead in case of changes.

Paratransit
·  Effective Monday, March 16, the

Union County Paratransit System will
run only life-sustaining medical trips.

·  All other transportation is
cancelled until further notice,
including the Route 22 Safety Shuttle.

Meals on Wheels
·  All congregate sites will be closed

effective Wednesday, March 18 (some
have already been closed by their
jurisdictions).

·  Any person who previously
used one of the 23 congregate
meals sites and continues to need
assistance with meals can call
Union County Meals on Wheels at
(908) 527-4870.

·  Home-delivered meals for
persons with disabilities and seniors
over 60 and older will continue and
will be expanded for persons in need
of meals in their homes, while
observing precautions for limiting
contact.

Emergency Shelter for Persons who
are Homeless

·  Persons who are homeless, or
anyone assisting a homeless person
can call the Division of Social
Services at (908) 965-2700. All
arrangements for assistance will be
made by phone.

·  After 4 p.m., all after-hours
referrals for shelter should be directed
to the Statewide Homeless Hotline,
211 or 877-652-1148.
Snap Food Stamps, Cash  Assistance,
Work Requirements

·  To apply for SNAP food
assistance, or cash assistance under
the Work First New Jersey program,
Union County residents may do so
online at NJHelps.org. An office visit
is not required, as the Union County
Division of Social Services will have
staff is available to conduct interviews
by phone.

·  Work First New Jersey cash
assistance clients who are due for
their case to be reviewed in March or
April will receive a 60-day extension.
The extension is automatic and does
not require an office visit.

·  SNAP food assistance or Work
First New Jersey cash assistance
clients are excused from their work
activity requirement without penalty.
This includes people who are applying
for Work First New Jersey General
Assistance and who are in a work
activity for 28 days while their
application is being reviewed. Please

note that voluntary participation in a
work activity is allowed, if the activity
is conducted in accordance with social
distancing guidelines for preventing
the spread of COVID-19.

·  Clients are encouraged to mail or
fax any needed paperwork to the
Division of Social Services offices.
For those dropping off papers by hand,
use the drop boxes located in the front
lobbies of the Social Services offices
at 342 Westminster Avenue in
Elizabeth or 200 West Second Street
in Plainfield.

The following offices are available
to persons needing other assistance:

24-Hour Emergency Psychiatric
Services

·  Mobile Community Outreach
(Adults): (908) 994-7131

·  Union County Mobile Response
and Stabilization (Children): 877-
652-7624

·  RWJ University Hospital: (732)
381-4200

· Overlook Medical Center: (908)
522-2000

·  For information about mental
health or addiction services in Union
County, call (908) 527-4846 or (908)
527-4844.

24-Hour Rape Crisis Hotline
·  Persons in need of assistance due

to sexual assault should call the 24-
hour hotline: (908) 233-RAPE

Family Crisis Information
·  Persons in need of 24/7 response

within one-hour for youths in crisis or
unable to remain in their homes can
call (908) 514-2313.

Immunization Clinic
·  Until further notice the Pediatric

Immunization Clinic remains open at
Parker Road, Elizabeth, NJ.

For more information about
services provided by the Division of
Human services visit online at
ucnj .org/departments /human-
services.

For additional updates on all
county services impacted by
COVID-19, including recreation
cancellations and closures, visit
ucnj.org/coronavirus.

Members of the public with
questions about COVID-19 can call
the New Jersey Department of Health
Novel Coronavirus Call Center at 1-
800-222-1222. The call center is open
24/7 and offers guidance in several
languages.

Please note that this number is for
the general public only. Clinicians
should call their local health
department for guidance.

NJT Protecting Customers
Against COVID-19

NEWARK — NJ Transit has
launched a dedicated web page
offering a centralized location to
highlight the many initiatives the
agency has undertaken to protect
customers and employees against
COVID-19. The web page,
njtransit.com/COVID19, is available
on both desktop and through the
mobile app.

In addition to outlining the steps
the agency has taken, the website also
includes a Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQ) section. Posters
reminding customers of best-practices
to prevent the spread of germs will be
appearing on NJ Transit vehicles
throughout the system in the coming
days.

NJ Transit has enhanced its cleaning
efforts to include disinfecting vehicles
every 24 hours. Hard surface cleaning
and disinfecting typically includes
handholds, arm rests, seating areas
and restrooms.

Our enhanced cleaning regimen in
stations includes additional
disinfecting of frequent customer
touch points such as ticket vending
machines, handrails, door handles. In
major stations and terminals, this
occurs once every shift.

The cleaning agents used in this
effort are deemed effective for these
purposes and contain anti-viral
components such as bleach/water
mixes and other disinfectant sprays.
Areas regularly cleaned include are
doors, door knobs, windows, benches,
partitions, trash cans, elevators,
escalators, handrails, ledges, all
restrooms and floor surfaces and all
floor mats.

“NJ Transit is closely engaged with
the New Jersey Department of Health
and other state and federal resources
to carefully monitor, and if need be,
respond to emergent health concerns
that have the ability to impact
customers and employees,” according
to a press release issued Friday
afternoon.

The Centers for Disease and
Control and Prevention (CDC) offer
the following preventative steps for
the coronavirus:

Stay home if you are sick; wash
your hands often with soap and water
for at least 20 seconds; avoid
touching your eyes, nose and mouth
with unwashed hands; avoid close
contact with those who are sick; cover
your cough or sneeze with a tissue,
throw the tissue in the trash, then
wash hands.

For more information, please visit
the following websites: New Jersey
Department of Health: https://
www.nj.gov/health/ and CDC: https:/
/ e m e r g e n c y . c d c . g o v / h a n /
han00427.asp

Stop & Shop Cuts
Hours, Adds Senior Slot

REGION — In order to allow more
time for unloading deliveries and
stocking shelves, Stop & Shop has
adjusted its hours of operation to
7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. at most of its
stores.

Effective on Thursday, March
19, Stop & Shop will create hours
specif ica l ly  geared to
accommodate customers 60 and
older. Stores will open from 6 a.m.
to 7:30 a.m. ONLY for customers
over the age of 60.

Although Stop & Shop will not be
requesting ID for entry, they request
that customers respect the purpose of
the early opening older customers. Stop
& Shop will reserve the right to ask
customers to leave if they are not a
member of this age group.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXPIRATION DATES EXTENDED...Assembly Republican Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) stands outside the Springfield Motor Vehicle
Services  office where lines of people waited for services such as the new REAL
ID driver’s licenses. Governor Phil Murphy (D-NJ) has extended time periods
for expiration dates for driver licenses, registrations and inspection stickers.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
75-77 N Bridge St., Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.
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sdelia@ucnj.org

Advertising in

The LEADER / TIMES
Means PLUS BUSINESS

for YOU!

Mayor Brindle Announces Closures,
Restrictions Due to COVID-19

COVID-19 Update: March 15
I want to thank all of you for your

concern, diligence, offers to help, and
questions about this evolving
situation. Clearly, we are in uncharted
territory as our lives are all temporarily
disrupted by this pandemic.

I remain in constant contact with
officials at the state and county levels,
and also with our town leadership to
ensure we are making the best
decisions we can for the community
with the information available to us.
Today I have updates on several fronts:

CONFIRMED CASES
As of today, there are 100 confirmed

cases of COVID-19 in New Jersey,
four of which are in Union County. As
you know, we now have one confirmed
case of COVID-19 in Westfield — a
resident in their 40s who remains stable
while managing symptoms at home.
The process of case investigation and
contact tracing was immediately
initiated by our health department, and
notification to all other individuals who
have been identified as close contacts
has occurred within Westfield and the
surrounding areas. These individuals
have been asked to self-quarantine for
14 days. I know you all join me in
keeping this resident and family in
your prayers during this very difficult
time.

ADDITIONAL CLOSURES
In order to prioritize public health

above all else, we will need to
implement restrictions within
Westfield to further mitigate the spread
of COVID-19.

Town Hall and all other municipal
buildings will be closed to the public,
effective Tuesday, March 17, with the
exception of the entrance to the police
department, where we will continue
to provide a drop box for payments. 

While our parks will remain open
for those looking to spend family time
outdoors, all town playgrounds and
fields (as well as those on Westfield
Public Schools’ properties) will be
closed to discourage organized group
gatherings, effective immediately.
Please comply with these closures
voluntarily so that we do not have to
utilize valuable WPD resources
enforcing them.

BUSINESS COMMUNITY
I want to extend enormous thanks to

our business owners for all of their
efforts to keep their doors open and
serve our community, as well as to our
residents for their ongoing commitment
to Westfield’s businesses.

Because these are unprecedented
times calling for unprecedented
measures, effective March 17, we will
be closing foot traffic within all non-
essential businesses in the downtown
Special Improvement District (SID),
with the exception of pharmacies,
health care providers, and grocery
stores. We are allowing for restaurant
pick up and deliveries as outlined
below.

We are also asking all non-essential
businesses outside of the downtown
special improvement district with any
public interaction to voluntarily

comply with this request — including
restaurants, shops, gyms and day care
centers that have continued to remain
open to the public. Dental offices
should be open for emergency services
only.

While we have not yet taken the
additional step of declaring a State of
Emergency that would legally require
these closures, we are prepared to do
so if we believe the public is
endangered.

I recognize how difficult this is for
our businesses, but in consultation
with various professionals, it is clear
that we cannot afford to wait any
longer to further mitigate the spread
of this pandemic.

That said, I am committed to
ensuring that we use every town
resource at our disposal to assist our
business community in the following
ways:

VIRTUAL DOWNTOWN AND
PARKING UPDATE

While our businesses will be closed
to foot traffic, the town and the
Downtown Westfield Corp. (DWC)
are working together to establish a
Virtual Downtown model that
promotes all restaurants and retailers
providing phone/email/online
ordering, as well as delivery and
storefront/curbside pick up. To that
end, the Westfield Police Department
will be suspending all parking meter
enforcement until further notice for
better access to curbside pick-up in
support of our businesses, and our
three parking enforcement officers
will be refocused to help facilitate an
efficient process for all. Information
regarding pick up and delivery options
for our downtown restaurants will be
available on the DWC website at
https://www.westfieldtoday.com.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Thank you to the many residents

who have reached out with offers to
volunteer and demonstrate the very
essence of community during this
uncertain time. We will be working
with a local non-profit organization to
set up a fund to support those in need,
including the elderly, displaced hourly
workers, and those who are sick, which
may include providing meals to those
affected. As plans materialize, my hope
is to use some of these funds to purchase
meals from various downtown
establishments to drive as much local
business as possible.

With all of these volunteer offers,
we must take great care about how we
manage any effort that involves
handling food or delivering essentials
to people. I am working closely with
Police Chief Chris Battiloro to
formulate a plan to have our school
resource officers and parking
enforcement officers redirected to
support community service needs, and
I will communicate more details as
they are finalized.

Thank you for continuing to look
out for one another, and for Westfield
overall. Stay healthy and safe.

Mayor Shelley Brindle
Westfield

Superintendent Announces Closing
Of Schools; Remote Learning Begins
Dear Westfield School Community,
Beginning on Monday, March 16,

all Westfield Public Schools will be
closed until further notice, due to
COVID-19 (coronavirus) concerns.
The decision to close our schools is
strictly preemptive. [editor: Westfield
reported its first case on Saturday.]
However, with coronavirus
developments changing minute-by-
minute, the health and safety of our
students, staff, and families remains
our number one priority. This decision
comes after discussions with the Union
County executive superintendent and
with the Westfield Regional Health
Department regarding the appropriate
response to COVID-19. Staff will
report to their buildings for a
professional development day on
Monday, March 16 to continue to
work on their remote learning plans.
There will be no at-home instruction
for students on Monday, March 16.
Students are being directed to bring
home all materials and personal
belongings in the event of a prolonged
closure. Another email will be sent
notifying parents of absent students
of a scheduled time when they will be
able to retrieve their materials before
distance learning begins.

As of Monday, March 16, all athletic
events and extracurricular activities
(including field trips) are canceled.
We understand that you will have
questions; this is a unique situation
with many unknowns. However,

please know that our staff has been
working tirelessly to prepare for this
moment. In our remote learning plan,
we have worked to provide structure
for our students with most at-home
instructional work in the morning.
Detailed information on the remote
learning plan will be communicated
via email and the Westfield Public
School District website on Monday
afternoon. If you have not done so
already, please complete our Home
Access Technology Survey. We
cannot predict how long the district
may be closed. As government and
public health officials work on how to
respond to this unprecedented
situation, we will follow their
guidance and will continue to keep
you informed. We recognize that a
school closure creates challenges for
our school community so, again, I
thank you sincerely for your flexibility
and understanding.
Dr. Margaret Dolan, Superintendent

Westfield Public Schools
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cumshaw – A tip or gratuity
2. Sarcoid – Like or consisting of flesh
3. Philter – A love potion
4. Picaroon – A rogue, pirate, or thief

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SCHEELITE
1. A catfish native to the River Nile
2. A diagrammatic representation of

something; a summary; a scheme; an
outline

3. A radical sect of Moslem
4. Calcium tungstate

INQUINATION
1. Of an alien or foreign nature
2. Bizarre; strange behavior
3. The act of defiling; corruption
4. A tendancy or leaning

YAULD
1. To pull back or retreat suddenly
2. Active, vigorous
3. Elderly, worn out
4. Breaking out in blisters

TOVARISCH
1. Unspoken; unthinkable
2. Comrade in the Soviet Union
3. A large cape, or short, full cloak

worn in the first half of the nineteenth
century

4. A disorderly, unkempt, rough per-
son

We Cannot Urge Everyone
Strongly Enough - STAY HOME

Here we are at the crossroads of
history. Never in our lifetimes,
and G-d willing, never again, have
we experienced an illness that has
caused our schools, libraries and
government buildings to shut their
doors to the public. Consumer
traffic is halted in downtown
Westfield and Cranford, with the
exception of takeout/delivery.
Even our playing fields and play-
grounds are closed.

While there is an instinct of
“coming together” as a commu-
nity, now, the only way to come
together is to stay apart. This is
being done to “flatten the curve”
and prevent spread of the virus.
Our thoughts and prayers go out
to those in our community who
are affected by the virus, and those
who have returned from foreign
countries waiting out their 14-day
home quarantine.

According to the CDC (Centers

for Disease Control and Preven-
tion), symptoms of COVID-19
range from very mild to severe —
thus some people may feel fine,
but be carrying the disease. We
must work together to protect our
vulnerable populations — our se-
niors, people with diabetes, can-
cer patients, asthma patients —
people we know and love need
our help to stop the spread.

What can we do? We can sup-
port local businesses by buying a
gift card. Get take-out from the
restaurants still operating so we
continue to social distance.

For working families this will
be especially hard to juggle. Two
to three weeks home with the
kids...or longer... Let’s think of it
as an adventure. How lucky are
we all that we live in an age where
learning can take place virtually?
Just a few years ago, when Sandy
hit our area so hard, this was not

possible.
But more importantly, you are

now your child’s teacher. Muse-
ums and libraries are off limits —
but did you know that you can
take virtual tours of nearly a dozen
museums around the world? The
Guggenheim in New York, Na-
tional Gallery of Art in Washing-
ton, D.C. and the Van Gogh Mu-
seum in Amsterdam are among
those that offer a far-off look in-
side. Take lots of long walks,
alone, or together as a family.
Start identifying trees, birds and
flowers. Stay calm, don’t touch
your face and wash your hands.

For those who feel perfectly
fine, it may feel difficult and an-
noying right now — but hope-
fully, in the not-too-distant fu-
ture, we’ll all look back on this
time as the remarkable weeks
where the world made us stop and
smell the roses.

Westfield Should Put Bond Ref.
On November Election Ballot

The Westfield Board of Edu-
cation is looking to place a bond
referendum on the ballot at
year’s end to cover construction
costs associated with a full-day
kindergarten program. Westfield
is among only 10 percent of
school districts in the state that
do not offer a full-day program.
The estimated costs are in the
$12-million range, districts of-
ficials have said.

As previously reported by this
newspaper, there are space limi-
tations within the district to
house a full-day kindergarten
program. Lincoln School is said
to be able to accommodate 420
to 440 students if full-day kin-
dergarten moves forward. The
other students would attend
Washington Elementary or
Jefferson Elementary Schools,
but each would need expansions,
as we have reported.

After construction is com-
pleted, a second referendum
question would need to go be-
fore Westfield voters for addi-

tional staffing for the extra kin-
dergarten classes, a cost the dis-
trict believes would exceed the
state’s 2-percent cap. Anything
over the cap would have to ap-
pear on election ballots.

In our opinion, the bond refer-
endum should be placed on the
November General Election bal-
lots, as all costs associated with
the General Election — such as
printing and mailing of ballots
and poll workers — would be
borne by Union County as part
of the county clerk’s budget. In
addition, as this is a Presidential
Election year, participation of
town voters would be the high-
est in this election cycle. Hold-
ing the election in December or
January, in our judgment, would
place these costs squarely on the
Westfield taxpayers. We do not
believe the district should play
this money game. And turnout
would be sparse.

School districts can put refer-
endums on ballots in the Gen-
eral Election, but not in the June

Primary Election, according to the
Union County Clerk’s Election
Division. When the school district
moved its election to November in
2012, it was said the district saved
$30,000 a year in costs.

We do not doubt the impor-
tance for Westfield of this refer-
endum, as the district needs to
expand its school buildings to
create enough space for its
kindergarteners so the district
can be competitive with other
districts, most of which have a
full-day program.

According to state law, a dis-
trict may pass its budget with-
out the consent of the voters if it
increases 2 percent or less. Any
increase above 2 percent must
be approved by voters.

Especially now, in these times
of economic uncertainty due to
COVID-19, we implore the board
to be as mindful as possible both in
the use of tax dollars and in captur-
ing the maximum number of vot-
ers. Therefore, the time to hold this
referendum is November.
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
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2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
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Celebrating Our 30th Year!

Superintendent Rubin Announces
Cranford Public Schools Closed

March 13, 2020
Dear Cranford School Community,
With the safety of our school

community as our top priority, we
want to inform you that the District
will be implementing its Emergency
Education Plan (Home Instructional
Distance Learning) on Monday,
March 16, due to public health
concerns related to Coronavirus
(COVID19). This decision was made
in collaboration with the township
health officer. We want to assure the
Cranford community, we have not
had a confirmed case of COVID-19
within the Cranford Public Schools.

We are making this decision as a
proactive measure for the safety of
our students, staff, and the entire
Cranford community at-large. We will
keep the main entrances of all school
buildings open on Monday, March
16, from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m., in order
to give students time to collect any
belongings they may need for a
prolonged closure. Students should
also be sure to remove any perishable
items from their lockers during this
time. On Monday, Chromebooks will
also be available at your child’s
respective school for those who
requested them. After Monday, the
district will be closed to students.

The home instructional plan will
begin on Monday, March 16. [The
link to a dedicated section of the
website which will provide
information regarding the plan is
https://www.cranfordschools.org/
Page/1343] More information will be

posted here as it becomes available.
Please know that if you require food
as part of the free and reduced lunch
program we will contact you directly
so that you are aware of the procedure
for food delivery.

Parents and guardians can expect
further information regarding the
home instructional plan, including
procedures for Monday’s pick-up of
materials, from their child’s respective
principal.

It is difficult to determine when the
buildings will reopen, but right now
we are implementing the distance
learning plan effective Monday,
March 16, through Friday, March 27.
All field trips, school events, and
activities are also postponed, effective
today, for as long as the buildings
remain closed. Some events may be
rescheduled for future dates once
schools are reopened. We will evaluate
the situation each week and, if
necessary, extend our distance
learning program.

This is an extremely fluid situation,
with developing information coming
out every day. We understand that
these are uncharted waters and further
questions will arise. Please know that
we are committed to working with
you in finding solutions and we do
believe as a community there is no
obstacle we cannot overcome.

We thank you in advance for your
flexibility, patience, understanding,
and partnership.

Scott Rubin, Superintendent
Cranford Public Schools
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SPF Superintendent Addresses
School Closures, Distance Learning

March 13,2020
Thank you for your patience and

understanding as we navigate the
evolving circumstances of COVID-
19.

There are currently no known cases
of COVID-19 in Scotch Plains or
Fanwood but in an abundance of con-
cern for our students and staff, begin-
ning Monday, March 16, 2020, all
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools will be closed until further
notice. All extracurricular activities
are canceled as well.

During this closing, our adminis-
trators, principals, supervisors and
teachers have put plans in place for
at- home learning activities for our
students. By the end of the day today,
posted on our district website, https:/
/www.spfk 12.org under the “Our
District and Community” tab, will be
at-home learning resources for the
next two weeks. The resources will
be organized by grade from pre-kin-
dergarten to Grade 4, and through
Google Classroom for students in
Grades 5 to 12. These learning re-
sources are intended to reinforce,
maintain and extend learning that has
been taught in school, and to meet
New Jersey Department of
Education’s home instruction require-
ment. Should it be necessary to keep
schools closed beyond the next two
weeks, additional at-home learning

resources will be posted.
Parent-teacher and student-teacher

communication is important during
this time of closure. Parents and stu-
dents are encouraged to email any
questions about assignments or
progress to their teachers. Teachers
will respond by the end of the next
school day. Administrators will be
working on your behalf as well, and
are available by email for consulta-
tion or advisement as needed.

If your student is sick and is unable
to work on their assignment, you
should call your student’s school to
have their absence recorded.

We want to emphasize that we are in
a state of public health emergency and
want to reinforce following health guide-
lines developed by the CDC (Centers
for Disease Control on Prevention),
which include discouraging children
and teens from gathering in other pub-
lic places while school is dismissed to
help slow the spread of COVID-19.

We recognize that these closures
may bring challenges to our families
and community, but appreciate your
cooperation as we all work together
during this unprecedented time.

We will continue to keep you up-
dated as further information becomes
available.

Joan Mast
Superintendent of Schools

Garwood Mayor Todisco Gives Covid
Statement, Special Store Hours

When I gave my second annual
Mayor’s State of the Borough this
past January, I spoke of how the
unexpected will inevitably happen.
That time has come with the
COVID-19 pandemic.  The times
we are living in are truly unprec-
edented. It requires us not to panic,
but take the situation seriously and
act accordingly.

On Saturday afternoon, I received
a call from our health officer that
Garwood had just received test re-
sults of an individual who tested
positive for COVID-19. This 62-
year-old individual is currently iso-
lated at home and is in stable condi-
tion. Personal information may not
be disclosed due to patient privacy
laws. The health department began
its response immediately after this
notification of a positive case. Any-
one who has been in contact with
this person will be notified and will
be requested to self-quarantine for
a period of 14 days as that is the
incubation period of the virus. While
we may not personally know this
individual, we wish them a speedy
recovery. Please keep them in your
prayers.

Before the news of this positive
case, Garwood began putting in
place regulations and continues to
do in order to keep the public safe.
On Monday, I signed a Declaration
of Emergency.

Garwood is following the regula-
tions set forth by Governor Phil
Murphy’s Executive Order No. 104,
which was effective at 8 p.m. Mon-
day night. Per the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, all non-essential busi-
nesses must close for business each
day at 8 p.m. beginning Monday,
March 16. All restaurants are only
permitted to offer delivery and/or
take out services. Also, non-essen-
tial businesses are limited to 50
persons or fewer.

I have spoken with the managers of
ShopRite and Kings who are volun-
tarily maintaining the first 1 hour of
opening each day for customers who
are 55 and older only as well as high-
risk. I thank them both for their coop-
eration and support. As these are the
busiest places during this state of
emergency, I strongly encourage all
customers to be patient and respect-
ful as these grocery store workers are
working harder than ever before to
keep up with the volume.

Now in regards to the public
scope, here are the following regu-
lations: All public buildings and
facilities are closed to the public.
All public events and activities are
canceled. The municipal court is
closed. Parks are open. Visitors are
recommended to avoid using play-
ground equipment and to maintain
the recommended six feet of per-
sonal space.

I have placed these special regu-

lations for The Village Senior Hous-
ing given its community there has
higher vulnerability to this virus.
All non-caregiver visitors are re-
stricted. Caregivers and delivery
services are permitted to drop off
supplies only. Residents are urged
to stay in their apartments. These
regulations became effective on
March 17 at 5 p.m. and will remain
until this Declaration of Emergency
is lifted.

Additionally, this Declaration of
Emergency allows any other action
that is deemed necessary for the
public good to be put in place.

As I’ve mentioned before, please
call the 24/7 NJ COVID-19 Hotline
at 1-800-222-1222 if you have gen-
eral questions about novel
coronavirus.

Very important: The Borough Hall
administrative staff began working
remotely starting March 17. There-
fore, if you have general questions
pertaining to the borough, please call
(732) 770-2418. This information was
also put on the borough website and
sent through a Nixle alert.

I am truly grateful for all the bor-
ough employees, businesses, and
citizens who I have been in contact
with. Everyone is working hard, is
supportive, and is ready to do the
necessary steps to flatten the curve
and save lives.

Please contact me directly at
STodisco@garwood.org or (908)
377-7890 if you have any questions
or concerns. As always, I am here
for you.

Thank you in advance for your
cooperation during this state of
emergency. By taking these neces-
sary precautions and by working
together, I am confident we will
come out of this stronger than ever.

Sara Todisco
Mayor of Garwood

NO PLAYING...The playground at Washington Elementary School in Westfield
is surrounded with caution tape to keep the public off the equipment during the
COVID-19 Pandemic.

March 16 Town of Westfield Novel
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update

Thanks to everyone for your con-
tinued patience as information contin-
ues to evolve and inform our decision-
making process to help protect the
community.

CONFIRMED CASES
As of today (March 16), there are

178 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in
New Jersey, eight of which are in
Union County. This includes a second
confirmed case in Westfield -- a 45-
year-old male who is stable and man-
aging symptoms at home. All indi-
viduals considered to be close con-
tacts have been reached and asked to
self-quarantine for 14 days.

The county today indicated that plans
are underway to establish a drive-up
COVID-19 testing facility location,
with anticipated timing for a limited
initial roll out expected within the next
week.

As a reminder, now is the time to
stay home as much as possible, avoid
crowds, and keep six to 10 feet apart
from other people if you have to go
out. All non-essential travel and out-
ings should be postponed.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY
OPERATIONS

Beginning Tuesday, March 17, all
municipal buildings in Westfield will
be closed to the public, with the excep-
tion of the entrance to the police de-
partment. All non-essential town em-
ployees will be sent home to work
remotely, and residents are reminded
to use email addresses and phone num-
bers listed for each department on the
town website, and to make payments
online when possible.

A drop box for payments will be
available in the police department,
and a bin for the deposit of building
applications and other paperwork rel-
evant to planning, zoning, and engi-
neering will be available outside of the
public works building at 959 North
Avenue. Essential service employees
such as public works, police, fire, and
EMS have taken additional precau-
tions, such as staggered shifts and re-
duction in shared vehicles as much as
possible. In addition, all Union County
buildings will close to the public be-
ginning tomorrow.

EXECUTIVE ORDER ISSUED
BY GOVERNOR MURPHY

As part of a regional approach by
New Jersey, New York and Connecti-
cut to combat the coronavirus, today
Governor Murphy called for the clo-
sure of restaurants and bars for eat-in
service. Movie theaters, gyms and ca-
sinos are also temporarily closed. Su-
permarkets, pharmacies, gas stations
and medical offices will remain open,
and all non-essential travel between 8
p.m. and 5 a.m is highly discouraged.

These measures are largely in line
with what we announced yesterday for
Westfield as part of the Virtual Down-
town model we are pursuing to help
support our local businesses, while
also prioritizing public health. I re-
main grateful to our businesses for
their flexibility and patience in these
unprecedented times. Additional de-
tails about delivery and curbside ser-
vice will be available shortly from the
Downtown Westfield Corp. (DWC) .

SUGGESTED JUVENILE CUR-
FEW

While the state has asked that all
residents suspend non-essential travel
between 8 p.m. and 5 a.m., the
Westfield Police Department is imple-
menting a public curfew for those un-
der 18 during these hours without be-
ing accompanied by an adult. While
this isn’t mandatory, we strongly en-

courage parents to ensure their chil-
dren comply.

PARKING
As announced yesterday, the town

will suspend enforcement of all me-
tered parking effective March 17. In
order to help facilitate curbside pick-
up from restaurants and retail estab-
lishments, the spaces along Quimby
Street, East Broad St. (Prospect to
Elm), Elm St. (North to East Broad),
and South Avenue are designated as
15-minute spots for this purpose. All
employees of local businesses are re-
quired to park in municipal lots or in
their permit-assigned areas.

RECYCLING
The town’s recycling provider,

Giordano Company, Inc., continues to
provide all scheduled service at this
time.

GROCERY STORES
In an effort to help with crowding

issues, area grocery stores -- including
Stop & Shop, ShopRite, King’s, and
Trader Joe’s -- have made changes to
their schedules and, in some cases, are
providing dedicated entrances or shop-
ping hours for senior citizens. We have
also asked them to limit crowd capac-
ity to 50 percent. We are prepared to
implement voluntary crowd manage-
ment protocols if crowds continue.
Please be sure to check with them for
updated information.

STAY INFORMED
Thanks to all of you who have com-

mitted to staying informed as we com-
municate a significant amount of in-
formation each day. We are doing ev-
erything we can to answer your ques-
tions and provide clarity, and we ask
for your patience as we work through
some of these unprecedented issues
with the benefit of the community al-
ways top of mind.

As a reminder, here are the best
ways to receive information:

Follow Mayor Brindle and the Town
of Westfield on social media
(@MayorBrindle and
@TownofWestfield)

Refer to the Coronavirus Informa-
tion Center on our website,
westfieldnj.gov/coronavirus

Subscribe to Nixle alerts by texting
07090 to 888-777

Enroll in our email updates,
westfieldnj.gov/townupdates

Seniors requesting information about
services can call (908) 301-1287, or
email westfieldnjseniors@gmail.com.

For all other questions about the
town’s efforts related to COVID-19,
email covid19@westfieldnj.gov

Thanks again for your support and
ongoing commitment to our com-
munity.

Township of Cranford
COVID-19 Update

March 16, 2020 - 12 a.m.
As of March 15, New Jersey has

announced 100 confirmed cases of
Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) and,
so far, two deaths. With confirmed cases
in Garwood, Westfield, Berkeley
Heights, and Linden, it is only a matter
of time before Cranford’s first con-
firmed case.

This is an unprecedented situation
that has already disrupted daily life.
After much discussion the township
committee, with the Downtown Man-
agement Corporation (DMC), is taking
major proactive steps to protect the
health of the general public, business
owners, their employees, and patrons.
It is our collective responsibility to take
action to reduce the transmission of
coronavirus in Cranford.

Effective Monday, March 16 at 5
p.m., all non-essential businesses in
Cranford Township must eliminate pub-
lic access in an effort to mitigate the
spread of COVID-19 within our com-
munity. Within the Township of
Cranford, this applies to retail busi-
nesses, restaurants, bars, personal ser-
vices businesses (salons, barbers, nail
salons, etc.), gyms, spas, and cafes.
These steps are being taken to protect
both our residents as well as employees
of our local businesses. We are urging
both businesses and residents to com-
ply with these restrictions for the ben-
efit of our community.

These restrictions will remain in place
for at least two weeks. During that time,
we will continue monitoring this rap-
idly evolving situation closely and keep
business owners and the public ap-
prised of changes. Further restrictions
may very well be required going for-
ward.

Businesses of all types are permitted
to provide curbside pickup. The DMC
will work closely with business owners
to promote those services, as well as

online initiatives that support the busi-
ness community.

Exceptions to these restrictions are
pharmacies, health care providers, gro-
cery/food stores, banks and professional
offices; these businesses will remain
open. Healthcare providers (doctors,
dentists, and counseling services) are,
however, urged to limit patients to emer-
gency services. In the meantime, we
strongly encourage our residents to
continue supporting local businesses
by ordering food for curbside pickup or
delivery, visiting business websites for
online purchasing and buying gift cer-
tificates for future use.

We all recognize this is difficult for
our businesses, but these actions are
meant to protect owners as well as the
public. We remain committed to sup-
porting our business community now
and long after this emergency is re-
solved.

It is important to keep up to date with
accurate information available from the
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention Website at www.cdc.gov. Here
are some every day preventative mea-
sures you can follow (as instructed by
the CDC):

• Wash your hands often with soap
and water for at least 20 seconds, espe-
cially after going to the bathroom; be-
fore eating; and after blowing your
nose, coughing, or sneezing.

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose,
and mouth with unwashed hands.

• If soap and water are not readily
available, use an alcohol-based hand
sanitizer with at least 60 percent alco-
hol.

• Avoid close contact with people
who are sick.

• Clean and disinfect frequently
touched objects and surfaces using a
regular household cleaning spray or
wipe. (doorknobs, light switches, key-
boards, telephones, copy machines).

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified
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This Is
Westfield

ROTARY INDUCTEES...The Rotary Club of Westfield welcomes four new
members. Pictured, from left to right, are: District Governor Ray Freaney, new
member Heidi Caponigro, new member Burim Regjaj, Club President Liz
Ensslin, Past District Governor Dr. D. Michael Hart, new member Dr. Paul
Zhivago, Dr. Bill Bonsall and new member Glenn Kalinowski.

Westfield Rotary Inducts
Four New Members

WESTFIELD — The Rotary Club
of Westfield was honored on March
10 to have Rotary District Governor
Ray Freaney come to the club and
officiate the inductions of four new
members. The new members include
Heidi Caponigro, Glenn
Kalinowski, Burim Regjaj and Dr.
Paul Zhivago.

The Rotary Club is composed of
local business men and women who
want to network and give back to
the community. It meets the first
two Tuesdays of the month for lunch,
the third week in the evening, and
performs at least one service project
a month.

Additionally, the club sponsors
four service clubs in the schools.
Guests are always welcome. For
information, contact Secretary Dr.
Michael Hart by email at
drmhart@yahoo.com or visit the
club website, westfieldrotary.com.

Heidi Caponigro is the bank
manager of Haven Savings Bank in
Westfield. She has been with the
bank for 23 years. Her husband,
Anthony, works for Toyota Logistics
in Port Newark. They have two
children and two grandchildren who
are active in sports. Her hobby is
spending quality time with the
children and helping with their
activities.

Glenn Kalinowski was a former
member of the Westfield Rotary
Club and looks forward to being an

active member again. A baker who
recently retired after 42 years, Mr.
Kalinowski had been an avid scuba
diver, but also likes hunting, fishing,
camping, hiking and judo. He enjoys
having time to ride his bicycle again.
Avid in his faith, Mr. Kalinowski
has been on a spiritual quest since
1990 and has traveled to several
sacred sites throughout the world.

Burim Regjaj escaped from war
in the former Yugoslavia in 1992.
He worked as a waiter, painter,
restaurant manager and doorman to
get his college degree in economics
and finance from Hunter College in
New York City. After a few years in
finance he switched to real estate.
Mr. Regjaj currently manages 222
units worth over a half billion
dollars. He also owns a 3D interior
scanning business, and is the owner
of Outtahand Pizza on South Avenue
in Westfield. Married and the father
of two children, Mr. Regjaj enjoys
travel, hiking and cooking.

Dr. Paul Zhivago is a board-
certified prosthodontist, which is a
dental specialist in cosmetic and
implant dentistry who also is able to
do general dentistry. He is the course
director of digital dentistry at the
New York University College of
Dentistry postgraduate
prosthodontist program. Dr.
Zhivago opened Down Town Dental
on North Avenue in Westfield a year
ago. He created innovative
workflows in dentistry with 3D
software that is mostly used for
motion pictures and special effects
(CGI). His wife, Eileen, is a board-
certified adult and child psychiatrist
who also recently opened her office
in Westfield next to him on Broad
Street. They have an 8-year-old
daughter. Dr. Zhivago’s hobbies are
snowboarding in the winter and
motorsports in the summer.

F-SP College Club Reveals
Luncheon Date and Theme

FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS
— The College Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains has announced that its
Scholarship Fundraising Luncheon
will take place on Sunday, April 19,
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Featuring the theme
“Women Roaring into
the Twenties,” it will be
held at the Galloping
Hill Golf Course in
Kenilworth.

Nadine Maleski,
Esq., a former College
Club Scholarship
recipient and divorce
and family law attorney,
will address the
audience during the
luncheon. Ms. Maleski
graduated in 1985 from
Rutgers School of Law
– Newark and represents
clients in the Flemington area.

All proceeds from the event fund
college scholarships for young women
from Fanwood and Scotch Plains.
The club has awarded more than
$700,000 in scholarships through the
years and hopes to raise over $30,000
this year.

Luncheon tickets are available
through club members or by
emailing Pat Swick at
CollegeClub.FSP@gmail.com.
Tickets are $50 per person with an
option of purchasing unlimited
mimosa cocktails for an additional
$10 fee. Information regarding
sponsorships and advertisements
also can be obtained through Ms.
Swick. Last year, close to 200
women attended the luncheon,
which included a Gift Basket Raffle,
50/50 raffle (consisting of three
prizes), Silent Auction and a $500
ShopRite Gift Card Raffle. The
Basket Raffle and Silent Auction
have been successful due to the
sponsorships received through the

years.
The club is grateful to the following

sponsors and encourages the
community to patronize these local
businesses: Able Body Spa and Salon;

Addams Tavern; Adlers
Jewelers; Anton’s Hair
Salon; Apple Blossom
Flower Shop; BK Private
Dining and Catering;
Charles Studio; Charlie
Brown’s Fresh Grill;
Christoffers Flowers and
Gifts; Crown Jewelers;
Crunch Fitness,
Garwood; Dairy Queen,
Plainfield; Darby Road
Pub; Diva’s Salon;
Elements Interior
Design; Fabio’s Bistro;
Fanwood Liquors;
Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA; Frank’s Auto

Repair; Gaylord Only; Gerry Cooney
Boxing Academy; Ginger Sushi;
Highland Swim Club; Ivy Educational
Services; K-9 Resorts; Kean
University; Kemper Sports/Scotch
Hills Country Club; Kilkenny House;
Les Cheveux Salon; Mountainside
Racquet Club; New Jersey Festival
Orchestra; North Jersey Eye Care
Center; New Vision Cranford Theater;
Ohana Medical Spa; Olive Garden,
Springfield; On the Side Spa; Paper
Mill Playhouse; Pat’s American
Butcher Shop; Plainfield Country
Club; Reeves-Reed Arboretum;
Rudy’s Italian Restaurant; Russell
Scott Hair Designs; Seng Couture;
Shackamaxon Country Club;
Sheelen’s Crossing Pub & Bistro;
Sheelen’s Fish Market; Shear
Precision; ShopRite Wines; Shovlin
Mattress Factory; Swain Galleries;
The Coffee Box; The Farmer’s Hen;
The Turning Point; Tony’s Honda
and Acura Repair; Trader Joe’s;
Westfield Seafood; Whole Life
Discovery; Xocolatz.

WESTFIELD — The senior
citizens of Second Westfield Senior
Citizens Housing recently held a
fund-raising event entitled “Have
a Heart” to support the volunteers
of the Westfield Rescue Squad for
helping those in need.

During the Valentine’s Day
program, the seniors thanked the
squad for their members’ dedication
and service, and presented a check
in the amount of $250 to squad
volunteers Jennifer Hernandez
(EMT), Jason Evans (EMT/
technology officer) and David Sloan
(EMT/president).

The Westfield Rescue Squad has
been serving the town since 1951.
All of its trained emergency

medical technicians (EMTs) are
volunteers. They provide services
for free and are available 365 days
a year. The squad is supported by
townspeople’s tax-deductible
donations.

Second Westfield Senior Citizens
Housing, located at 1129 Boynton
Avenue, Westfield, opened in
October of 1995. The building is a
three-storied, elevator-equipped
facility for low-income senior
citizens. It is designed specifically
for seniors, and meets all
requirements of the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

Sitting on 8.5 acres of park-like
land, it is adjacent to the senior
citizens building located at 1133
Boynton Avenue. The grounds were
designed with the safety, security
and special needs of the residents in
mind. The trustees of the
Corporation oversee the
development and set policy, subject
to the requirements of federal and
state laws and regulations.

HEARTFELT DONATION...Senior citizens of Second Westfield Senior Citizens
Housing show their appreciation to the Westfield Rescue Squad with a recent
donation of $250 from their “Have a Heart” fundraiser. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Connie LaFalce and her dog, Missy; Yvonne Arbuckle, Jennifer
Hernandez, EMT; David Sloan, EMT/ squad president; Jane Barris, Jason
Evans, EMT/technology officer, and Ralph Vecchione.

Mayors Wellness 3K Walk
For Saturday Is Cancelled

GARWOOD — Following a
directive from Garwood Mayor
Sara Todisco, the Mayors Wellness
3K Walk scheduled for this
Saturday, March 21, has been
cancelled. Unless there are any
further developments regarding the
spread of the coronavirus, the next
regularly scheduled walk is planned
for Saturday, April 18, with a “guest
walker” yet to be determined.

Future guest walkers will be
Mayor Todisco, Maryanne Duffy,
director of the Garwood Public
Library; Fire Chief Allan Tweedle,
Police Chief James Wright, and
many others to be announced at a
later date.

The Mayors Wellness Committee
also is working with Lincoln School
administration to have nutritional
and fitness programs in the school,
field trips to Garwood ShopRite
for nutritional scavenger hunts, a
local Health Bee for the Lincoln
School students,  and other
programs as the year moves

forward.
The committee is always willing

to work with other borough
organizations to create, support or
enhance a program of physical
fitness or nutrition. The committee
invites residents to follow it on
Facebook at
GarwoodMayorsWellnessCampaign.
Committee news articles also can
be found online, in The Westfield
Leader/Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, The Garwood Times and the
Suburban News.

For further information about the
committee,  contact  the
organization at
MWC@garwood.org.  Anyone
wishing to be a member of the
committee may come to any of its
meetings, which are held on the
second Monday of each month in
the Borough Hall Conference
Room at 7 p.m. The next regularly
scheduled meeting is planned for
April 13. Borough Hall is located
at 403 South Avenue, Garwood.

Nadine Maleski
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Cranford Students Hear
About Local History

CRANFORD — Cranford
students learned some “fun facts”
about the history of their township
that were read with the morning
announcements at each of the
schools in the Cranford school
district the week of March 9.

Among the chapters of local
history they learned was that the
“Old Red School House,” built in
1805 at the corner of Union and
Lincoln Avenues, was Cranford’s
only school until 1868. It was 24
feet long, 16 feet wide and had just
one room.

“We thought that announcing facts

the students would be able to relate
to would be a great way for them to
learn about the history of Cranford,”
said Amy Imhof, Elementary World
Language teacher at Brookside
Place School and Hillside Avenue
School. “We declared it Cranford
History Week in honor of Cranford’s
incorporation on March 14, 1871
and decided to celebrate it this way.”

Ms. Imhof worked with the
Historic Preservation Advisory
Board to find the facts and with the
school principals and PTAs to iron
out the delivery.

Cooper Groll, a fourth-grade
student at Orange Avenue School,
said, “I like how Cranford will
celebrate 150 years; it makes it a
fun community to live in.” Kelly
Rotella, a fourth grader at Brookside
Place School, said, “It is really
amazing. The river carnivals are
something I would have liked to
have seen!”

Charlotte Groll, a third grader at
Orange Avenue School, said, “It is
amazing to learn that the town grew
from 60 people to 22,000. People
must have come for the river
carnival and stayed because
Cranford does such cool things.”

Other facts announced at the
schools concerned the Annual River
Carnivals, the Crane-Phillips
House, the settlement of Cranford,
and Native American names in town.

The students as well as the teachers
look forward to more activities
relating to Cranford’s history when
the township celebrates its 150th
anniversary in 2021.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

To Whom It May Concern:
Under the terms of the “Open Public

Meetings Act”, P.L. 1975, C. 231, please
be advised that the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders will be hosting a Spe-
cial Meeting on Wednesday, March 18,
2020 at 5:30pm at the Administration Build-
ing, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth,
New Jersey.

Due to the public health emergency oc-
casioned by the COVID-19 virus, this meet-
ing may be conducted electronically and/
or by telephonic means. Public viewing of
the meeting will be available via live stream.
A link to such live stream, will be posted
prior to the start of the meeting on the
Union County web site (ucnj.org/freehold-
ers). There will be no in person public
attendance at this meeting.

Official action will be taken relative to the
following resolutions:

1) Resolution Amending the 2020 Tem-
porary Budget CH 96 P.L. 1951 (N.J.S.A.
40A:4-20).

2) Resolution Ratifying COVID-19 Per-
sonnel Policy.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/19/20, The Leader Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENT AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey on
March 10, 2020 and the 20-day period of
limitation within which a suit, action or
proceeding questioning the validity of such
ordinance can be commenced, as pro-
vided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to
run from the date of the first publication of
this statement. Copies of the full ordinance
are available at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk’s office for
members of the general public who re-
quest the same. The summary of the terms
of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE UNDER-
TAKING OF THE TOWNSHIP
RECORDS MANAGEMENT
PROJECT IN, BY AND FOR
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE
SUM OF $745,000 TO PAY
THE COST THEREOF, TO
MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT,
TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BONDS TO FI-
NANCE SUCH APPROPRIA-
TION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND AN-
TICIPATION NOTES IN AN-
TICIPATION OF THE ISSU-
ANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Undertaking of the Town-
ship Records Management Project in, by
and for the Township.

Appropriation:  $745,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $709,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $-0-
Section 20 Costs:  $745,000
Useful Life: 5 years

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

Township of Scotch Plains
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 03/19/20, The Times Fee: $47.43

SWSCH Holds Fundraiser
To Benefit Rescue Squad

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

To Whom It May Concern:
Under the terms of the “Open Public

Meetings Act”, P.L. 1975, C. 231, please
be advised that the Special Meeting being
hosted by the Fiscal Affairs Committee of
the Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders previously noticed for March 18,
2020, at 6:00 pm., at Rahway City Hall,
Council Chamber/Municipal Court Room,
1 City Hall Plaza, Rahway, NJ, will be held
on Wednesday, March 18, 2020 at 6:00pm
with the location changed to the Adminis-
tration Building, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza,
Elizabeth, New Jersey.

This is a meeting of the Fiscal Affairs
Committee and not a Regular Meeting of
the Board of Chosen Freeholders.  No
action will be taken.  While viewable by the
public, there is no opportunity for public
comment, which opportunity will be pro-
vided during the official Public Hearing on
the 2020 Budget.

Due to the public health emergency oc-
casioned by the COVID-19 virus, this meet-
ing may be conducted electronically and/
or by telephonic means.  Public viewing of
the meeting will be available via live stream.
A link to such live stream will be posted
prior to the start of the meeting on the
Union County web site (ucnj.org/freehold-
ers).  There will be no in person public
attendance at this meeting.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/19/20, The Leader Fee: $31.62

Pay Tribute to

Your Loved One

goleader.com/form/obituary
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Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.
Board Certified

goleader.com/form/subscribe

Get Expert Reporting

on Improtant Issues

Impacting Your Town

PURIM GIFTS...Volunteers from the Sisterhood of Congregation Beth Israel in
Scotch Plains prepare gift bags March 4 with groggers, treats and traditional
hamentashen cookies to be delivered to the entire congregation before the Jewish
holiday of Purim. The Sisterhood also donated Purim gift bags and hamentashen
to residents of AristaCare at Cedar Oaks, a nursing home in South Plainfield, and
to seniors in the Berg-Lieppe Adult Enrichment Program at the JCC of Central
New Jersey. In addition, the Sisterhood made donations on behalf of the synagogue
to two non-profits that help feed the hungry: the food pantry at Jewish Family
Service of Central New Jersey and Leket Israel, the National Food Bank of Israel.
Pictured are Purim Outreach chairs, from left to right, Carrie Jaffe, Linda
Weissbrod, Nikki Leske, Debbie Abrams and Laura Queller.

First Presbyterian Welcomes
New Youth-Families Director

CRANFORD — The First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford
recently announced the hiring of Daniel
A. Velez-Acevedo as its new, full-time
director of children, youth and families.
His responsibilities include planning
and leading a full range of Christian
educational and service opportunities
for children and youth from pre-school
through high school; active supervision
of Sunday School; organizing youth
participation in charitable events and
overnight mission trips, and presenting
the children’s sermon at Sunday
worship services. He also will evaluate
the overall effectiveness of children,
youth and family ministries of the
church and make recommendations
for continuous improvement.

Mr. Velez-Acevedo, known as
Danny, is originally from Mayaguez,
Puerto Rico, and moved to Princeton
in 2013. He graduated from Princeton
Theological Seminary in 2018,
obtaining Master of Divinity and
Master of Arts in Christian Education
and Formation specializing in Youth
and Young Adult Ministries. While
studying in Princeton, Mr. Velez-
Acevedo also served in various
congregations, including English-,
Spanish- and Korean-speaking
churches as youth pastor, Bible Study
leader and as worship leader.

Mr. Velez-Acevedo coordinated
several outreach and mission trips,
both within New Jersey and
internationally. Students were able to
experience Puerto Rico and Guatemala
serving others, while also having the
option to stay as close as New

Brunswick, Basking Ridge, Trenton
and Paterson to help others.

“It’s a privilege to be working here
at the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford,” stated Mr. Velez-Acevedo.
“I look forward to leading the youth
and families of the church forward in
their desire to be closer to God, as we
explore activities that are both engaging
and enriching. My main goals are to
help foster a healthy relationship, to
help them gain a deeper meaning of
self and, of course, to have fun!”

Mr. Velez-Acevedo currently lives
in Princeton with his wife, Heelee, and
their two cats, playing music, board
games, riding roller coasters and
enjoying coffee in his free time.

The First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue, holds worship services at 10
a.m. on Sundays. Its Youth Group meets
every Sunday from 6:30 to 8 p.m. All
are invited to join. Children, youth and
their families do not need to be members
of the church to participate in weekly
activities. For more information about
the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford, visit firstprescranford.org.

Historical Comm. Seeking
‘Sweet Side’ of Garwood

GARWOOD — In 2003,
Garwood’s Centennial Committee
published a cookbook filled with
recipes from borough residents,
including everything from soups to
nuts, and it was a big success.

This time around, on a smaller scale,
the borough’s Historical Committee is
looking for Garwood’s “sweet heart.”
The committee is asking residents to
bring out their favorite sweet recipes,
from pies to cakes, brownies to
ambrosia, and everything in between.
The aim is to collect as many dessert
recipes as possible in order to create a
wide-ranging compilation, reflecting
Garwood’s “sweet side.”

This endeavor is one of the
Historical Committee’s fund-raising
projects, so that the committee can
maintain funds to preserve and protect
its collection of Garwood’s
memorabilia and artifacts. The goal
of the committee is to collect the
recipes from now until May, in order
to have the recipe book ready in time
for Garwood Rocks 2020.

Any Garwood resident, or business
located in Garwood, interested in
submitting a recipe or two of their
favorite goodies is invited to send
them electronically to
garwoodhistory@garwood.org, or
mail them directly to the Garwood
Historical Committee, c/o Carol
Lombardo, 275 Fourth Avenue,
Garwood, N.J. 07027.

Those who wish to, and which the
committee encourages, are welcome
to include a few sentences about the
recipe, whose it is, why it is a favorite,
and how long it has been in their
family. Contributors can even submit
a picture of themselves or the relative
who gave them the recipe. The
committee will make every attempt
to include this extra information in
the recipe book, depending on the
amount of recipes received. When
submitting recipes, individuals are
asked to include their name, phone
number and/or email address in case
the committee needs clarification on
their submission.

The Historical Committee is always
looking for ways to preserve the
history of Garwood, and by doing this
recipe book, it hopes to preserve many
favorite childhood memories of
Garwood residents. The committee
can be reached at
garwoodhistory@garwood.org.

Photo courtesy of Beth Ellen Hornstein
PASSIONATE ABOUT PINK...The Westfield High School Girls Ice Hockey
team raised money for PLAY For P.I.N.K. (Breast Cancer Research
Foundation) at Athleta on March 8. They had a bake sale, handed out
brochures about PLAY For P.I.N.K. and gave out pink bracelets. The young
women raised more than $550.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-20000581

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-013588-16

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK
NATIONALTRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE
UNDER THE POOLING AND SERVICING
AGREEMENT RELATING TO IMPAC SECURED
ASSETS CORP., MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-2

VS.
Defendant: WILLIAM LEPINSKY; GARRY P.

LEPINSKY; CAROL LEPINSKY; AMERICAN TRAD-
ING CO; AND NEW CENTURY FINANCIAL
SERVICES

Sale Date: 04/08/2020
Writ of Execution: 09/05/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Forty-Two Thousand Three Hundred Twelve and
38/100*** $342,312.38.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, State of
New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 65
Locust Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

TAX LOT # 35, BLOCK # 66.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: South Avenue.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 8,419 Square

Feet.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and

assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Eighty-Seven
Thousand One Hundred Forty and 58/100***
$387,140.58 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 03/12, 03/19, 03/26
& 04/02/20 Fee: $201.96

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-20000561

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012078-18

Plaintiff: REVERSE MORTGAGE SOLU-
TIONS INC.

VS.
Defendant: KENNETH HIGNEY; UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 04/01/2020
Writ of Execution: 02/05/2020
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Eighty-Four Thousand Two Hundred Eighty-Eight
and 94/100*** $184,288.94.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of GARWOOD in the County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 167 MYRTLE AVENUE,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027.

Tax LOT 1, BLOCK 509.
Dimensions of Lot: 60 feet wide by 100 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: Oak Street.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

• 2019 Qtr 4 Due: 11/01/2019 $2,445.26 OPEN
PLUS PENALTY; HOMESTEAD BENEFIT
CREDIT REDUCED TAXES BY: $363.82.

• 2020 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2020 $2,750.39 OPEN.
• 2020 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2020 $2,750.38 OPEN.
Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Ninety-Three

Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-Three and 44/
100*** $193,753.44 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 03/05, 03/12, 03/19
& 03/26/20 Fee: $191.76

Rosary Society Plans
Atlantic City Trip

GARWOOD — The Rosary
Society of the Church of St. Anne is
planning a fund-raising trip to
Resorts Casino in Atlantic City on
Sunday, April 26. The bus will leave
promptly at 11:30 a.m. from in front
of the church, located at 325 Second
Avenue, Garwood. The cost of the
trip is $35 per person. To reserve a
seat, call Jenny at (908) 789-0778.

Linen Drive Underway
For Furniture Assist
WESTFIELD — The Third Annual

Linen Drive for Furniture Assist
currently is taking place. Donations
are being accepted through Saturday,
March 28. Furniture Assist is a local
charity that takes donations from those
who have and distributes items free
of charge to about 25 needy families
a week.

Donations can include used linens
(does not need to be a set and can be
torn), towels, comforters, bath mats
and shower curtains. All linens that
are torn or stained are donated to a
no-kill animal shelter.

Drop-off sites, all in Westfield, are
as follows: Coldwell Banker, 209
Central Avenue; Ron Bansky and
Associates, 502 East Broad Street;
Laura Brockway at Keller Williams
Realty, 188 Elm Street; Westfield
Memorial Library, 550 East Broad
Street; Westfield Eco Laundry, 341
South Avenue East; Amy Flax, 93
Fair Hill Drive, and Emily Root, 738
Mountain Avenue.

For more information about
Furniture Assist, visit facebook.com/
FurnitureAssist/ or
furnitureassist.com/.

Tricky Tray April 25
To Aid ECF Families
CLARK — The Emmanuel Can-

cer Foundation’s Sixth Annual
Tricky Tray Fundraiser will take
place on Saturday, April 25. It will
be held at Mother Seton Regional
High School, located at 1 Valley
Road, Clark.

All proceeds will benefit children
with cancer and their families who
are served by ECF. To reserve tick-
ets/tables, contact Barbara at (908)
322-4323, extension no. 17, or email
bkopel@emmanuelcancer.org.

Westfield Hist. Society
Postpones Events

WESTFIELD — Due to current
circumstances surrounding the
coronavirus outbreak, the Westfield
Historical Society has announced the
postponement of several of its events.

The Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon, featuring
“Historical Gems Hidden Among
Westfield’s Postcards” with Dr.
Stanley H. Lipson, originally
scheduled for April 1 at Ferraro’s
Restaurant, has been postponed.

“Three Centuries of Music” with
Michael Rosin, set for Sunday, April
5, and “What’s It Worth?” with Mike
Ivankovich, scheduled for Sunday,
April 19, also have been postponed.
Both events were to take place at the
Westfield Historical Society’s Reeve
History and Cultural Resource Center.

These programs will most likely
be rescheduled for the fall/winter.

In the interest of safety for its vol-
unteers and visitors alike, the
Westfield Historical Society has ad-
ditionally announced that its Archives
will be closed until further notice.
There will be no Tuesday visitor hours.

THINKING GLOBALLY...Cranford Girl Scouts celebrate cultures from
around the world during World Thinking Day on March 1 at the Cranford
Community Center. Pictured, top, Daisy Troop 40042 offers a performance
wearing traditional white Ethiopian dresses, and bottom, Brownie Troop
40794 looks stylish in berets and scarves for their tribute to France.

Cranford Girl Scouts Mark
World Thinking Day

CRANFORD — If you wanted
to take a trip around the world, but
you only had several hours to spare,
the Girl Scouts of Cranford had a
solution at their recent World
Thinking Day event. Twenty-three
troops spanning age groups from
Daisies to Seniors gathered at the
Cranford Community Center on
March 1 to celebrate the cultures
of 20 different countries. The center
was full of curious girls learning
about ethnic foods, traditions,
clothing,  dance,  language,
economies and more.

Each Girl Scout received a paper
passport at the start of the event
and had it stamped when she visited
each of the displays, which were
each created by a troop. Later there
were performances of folk dances
from 12 troops. Daisy Troop 40042
wore traditional white Ethiopian
dresses for their performance and
Junior Troop 40866 wore plaid
dresses or dressed as wooly sheep
for their celebration of Ireland.

“I liked to see all the different
countries and taste the foods from
that culture and see the traditional
skits,” said Giordana Valente of
Brownie Troop 40794. Her troop
researched France and wore berets
and red scarves to help bring a bit
of Parisian style to the event.

World Thinking Day is  an
international event celebrated in
more than 150 countries. Begun in
1926, the official day is February
22. It is designed to celebrate the
diversity, equity and inclusion of
the global Girl Scout movement.

“This is such a fun event that
brings us together as a Girl Scouts
of Cranford community,” said
Elayna Torsone, Service Unit
manager of Service Unit 48. “We
had more than 245 Girl Scouts
together celebrating all the beautiful
ways our cultures are different as
well as the commonalities that
connect us. The displays showed
how hard the girls worked to learn
about their country and bring it to
life for their sister Scouts.”

The Girl Scouts of Cranford
boasts more than 1,139 Girl Scout
members in 71 troops and Juliettes,
making it one of the largest non-
profit organizations in town. The
Cranford Service Unit is a part of
the Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey
(GSHNJ) Council, which is part of
the Girl Scouts of the USA.
Families interested in learning
more about local Girl Scouts or
finding out more information on
the Girl Scouts of Cranford are
encouraged to visi t
cranfordgirlscouts.com.

F-SP Service League Closes
Shop Until Further Notice

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League has announced that, due to
the current health situation, its thrift
shop will be closed until further no-
tice. The shop is located at 1741 East
2nd Street, Scotch Plains.

The Service League president has
issued the following statement: “Due
to the severity of the Pandemic from
the Coronavirus, the Thrift Shop will
be closed until further notice. We will
keep you posted as to when we feel it
safe to reopen. I pray that all of you
and your families stay well and the
world gets back to normal soon.”

Because shop volunteers cannot
guarantee call backs, the shop phone
number is not posted. As stated on the
back door of the shop, the Service
League has requested that donations
not be left at the back door, as it is not
known when they will be taken in.
Leaving the back littered will only
cause trouble for shop volunteers and
could threaten the shop reopening.
While the thrift shop is closed, do-
nors are encouraged to check with
other nonprofits to learn if they are
open and accepting donations.

The Service League expressed ap-
preciation to its customers and donors
for their support. “Please stay safe and
healthy. Hope to see you soon,” the
League said in a statement this week.

SP-F Historical Society
Cancels Meeting

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Histori-
cal Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood has made the decision to
cancel its planned monthly meeting
for Tuesday, March 24, in response to
concerns related to the coronavirus
outbreak. This meeting was scheduled
to begin at 7:30 p.m. at the Shady Rest
Scotch Hills Country Club, located at
820 Jerusalem Road, Scotch Plains.

Founded in 1972, the Historical
Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
operates the historic Osborn Cannon-
ball House in Scotch Plains, while
providing guest lectures at its monthly
meetings and preserving some of the
historic artifacts and legends from
the area’s early days.

Monthly meetings are free and all
are welcome. Refreshments and fel-
lowship follow the featured presenta-
tion. For more information, call Connie
Klock at (908) 232-9489. Information
about the Historical Society of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood also is available
at historicalsocietyspfnj.org/.

Library Trustees To
Live Stream Meeting
SCOTCH PLAINS — A special

meeting of the board of trustees of
the Scotch Plains Public Library
will be streamed live next Thurs-
day, March 26, at 7 p.m.

Due to the COVID-19 statewide
public health emergency, members
of the public will not be permitted
to attend this meeting in person.

Public access to this meeting will
be made available on Facebook
Live via the Scotch Plains Public
Library’s and the Township of
Scotch Plains’ Facebook page.

Public comment will be made
available through call-in only at
(908) 322-2076 during the appro-
priate public comment portions of
the meeting.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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BOUFARAH, CSORBA, COLLINS, HAMILTON SET FOR DMR

Blue Devil Hamilton Reflects
On ‘Meet of Champions’ Win

KREUSSER LED SCORING, RBS, ASST; DURSEE STEALS

Lady Blue Devils Gelled Well;
Won UCT Crown, Finish 21-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School junior Katie
Hamilton took top honors in the 1,600
meters at the Winter Track & Field
Meet of Champions held at the Ocean
Breeze Track & Field facility in
Staten Island, NY on March 8.
Hamilton was one of only three
competitors to finish under five
minutes and she did it by crossing the
line in 4:57.15 ahead of sophomore
Lily Shapiro of Colts Neck at 4:59.06
and junior Emma McGill of Voorhees
at 4:59.42. Sophomore Lucy
Afanasewicz of Middletown South
finished fourth at 5:03.8 and junior
Allison Colflesh of Haddonfield
Memorial finished fifth at 5:03.82.

The layout of the track was an
unfamiliar experience for her. “We
were in Staten Island at Ocean Breeze.
I have never run there before. It was

my first time. I’ve seen the facility, so
when I immediately got there, I was
just trying to take in the atmosphere
and get used to the environment. It
was a new surface running on it. We
don’t commonly run on banked tracks
like we do at the Armory, the Bubble,
which is where the state meet is usually
held. It’s not a banked track, which
means the sides come up, so I was
trying to get used to the track. Every
track is different. Some are bouncier
than others, some are harder. It all
depends,” she explained.

Hamilton achieved a personal
record (PR) when she crossed first in
the 1,600 with a time of 4:56.05 at the
NJSIAA Group 4 Championships in
Toms River on February 28-29. But
this time there would be a different
focus.

“The race going into it for this type
of meet, the goal was to focus on

winning rather than to try to get a PR.
Obviously if the PR came with the
win, that would be amazing,”
Hamilton said.

Additionally, Hamilton was faced
with a bit of a shift in her strategy.

“When we got there, I wasn’t quite
sure that the girl from Ridgewood
who was seeded second was going to
run or not. She ended up not running.
I knew that if she wasn’t going to run,
I would probably have to lead. I tend
to stay in the back and try to focus on
my kick, so I can maintain control of
my own pace and I find that to be
harder when you do lead. I ended up
having to lead. I was neck-and-neck
with this other girl for a long time then
my last 400 is when I started to break
away. I do wish I started a little earlier,
which I usually do but again I was
trying to maintain control of my own

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Expectations of a fine season
suffered a hiccup very early on with a
season-ending injury to sophomore
Grace Klag but after a few bumps and
adjustments, this year’s Westfield
High School girls basketball team
came up with the right formula to win
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
Championship and to finish with a
21-6 record. Facing a 4-5 record after
a 54-48 loss to the Oak Knoll Royals,
the Lady Blue Devils reeled off 17
straight victories before bowing to

the Ridge Red Devils in the section
quarterfinals.

Prior to the setback to Oak Knoll
the Blue Devils’ other losses were to
Montgomery (56-41), Bayonne (60-
55), Hunterdon Central (30-24) and
Chatham (47-37). But during that run,
the Blue Devils had key regular-season
wins over Oak Knoll (35-31), Union
Catholic (58-49), Cranford twice,
Morristown (39-35) and especially
the New Providence Pioneers (48-
45), who were 20-1 just before the
first round of the UCT. The Pioneers
went on to win the North Jersey,

Section 2, Group 1 title.
After receiving the top seed for the

UCT, the Blue Devils scorched
Dayton, 59-30, to earn Head Coach
Liz McKeon her 100th career win and
AL Johnson, 52-42, to set up another
showdown with Oak Knoll in the
semifinals, which they won in a 40-36
thriller to face the Governor
Livingston Highlanders, who they
soundly defeated 64-37 for the UCT
crown. The only other UCT title for
the Blue Devils was in 2008.

The Lady Blue Devils received the

PETGRAVE 251 PTS, CARREA 237 PTS, DeMARINO 208 PTS

Cougar Cagers Became a Far
Better Team; Finished 13-12

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One semi-starting senior mixed with
a vast number of talented underclass-
men created an experimental situa-
tion for this year’s Cranford High
School boys basketball team. The
Cougars struggled early on to find the
right chemistry but it all began to
blend together in the second half of
the season, resulting in a winning 13-
12 record.

The Cougars began the season fa-
vorably with non-conference wins
over Old Tappan, Delaware Valley
and South Plainfield and after losing
to Nutley in the Charlie Dolan Holi-
day Tournament they recovered to
nip Kearny in the consolation game.
But when the conference and county
games came into play, the Cougars
lost eight of nine straight games, which
included Rahway (twice), Summit
(twice), Oratory Prep (twice), Gover-

nor Livingston and AL Johnson, and
were staring at a 5-9 record.

Ah! But the bubbles began to pop
right and the chemistry began to flow
in the Cougars’ direction, resulting in
a six-game winning streak and eight
wins of their final 11 games. The first
meaningful win of the run was a sec-
ond thrashing of the New Providence
Pioneers.

But even more justice followed in a
“get-even” game with Governor
Livingston. The Cougars had lost to
the Highlanders, 41-36, earlier in the
season but this time after clinging to a
one-point lead at the half, they went
wild shooting from the outside and
emerged with a 59-45 victory. Junior
Arjun Petgrave sank 14 points, in-
cluding a pair of 3-pointers, and pulled
10 rebounds. Junior Dennis DeMarino
nailed three 3-pointers and finished
with 13 points and five assists which
mostly got to sophomore Liam

Kwiatkowski, who banged four 3-
pointers, and finished with 14 points.

The very next game was even
sweeter when the Cougars knocked
off hosting Oratory Prep, 51-44, in
the Union County Tournament pre-
liminary round. Here sophomore Zion
Hammond displayed his talent with
16 points. Petgrave scored eight points
but pulled 12 rebounds. DeMarino
pounded in trip 3-pointers and fin-
ished with 11 points.

The Cougars stuttered a bit with a
50-43 setback to Mendham but bel-
lowed loudly in a home UCT first
round, 62-46 triumph over AJ Johnson
witnessed by a roaring crowd.
Kwiatkowski was on fire and burned
the net with four 3-pointers, finishing
with 20 points to go with four assists.
Hammond netted 14 points, includ-
ing a pair of 3-pointers, and DeMarino
bucketed 12 points, including a 3-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO GO BUT -- “NO GO”...Blue Devils Isabel Boufarah (1200), Julia Csorba (400), Caroline Collins (800) and Katie
Hamilton (1600) were ready to compete in the Distance Medley Relay at the New Balance Indoor Nationals Meet at the 168th
Armory Center in NYC on March 13 but, unfortunately, the event was cancelled due to the Novel Coronavirus concern.

BOWLES, SAMMS, SHOYOYE, A ‘ROB’, LERNER SHINED

Raider Matmen Finish 19-11;
Will Return Bulk of Starters

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Young guns were needed to fill the
vacancies in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling
team’s varsity lineup and several of
those young guns rose to the occasion
as the season progressed. The Raid-
ers began their season with an 8-9
record but turned it up several notches
to win 11 of their next 13 matches to
finish with a 19-11 record, and they
did it with only two senior starters.

Some of the Raiders’ key wins this
season were to Lakewood, 40-33,

Governor Livingston, 40-26, Union,
39-33, and a pair of scorchers 35-34
over Marlboro and 37-36 over
Holmdel. Their key losses were to
Roselle Park (36-30), Westfield (47-
25), Cranford (43-27), Rahway (39-
27) a 37-36 stinger to Bridgewater-
Raritan and finally a 47-25 loss to
Middletown North in the quarterfinal
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament.

One senior, Noah Samms, who had
to go up against a number of tough
customers last year, became a tough
customer this season. Samms placed

fourth in the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT), third in the District 16
Tournament qualifying for the Re-
gion 4 Tournament and finished with
a very fine 33-6 record. The other
senior, Rob Mehorter, competed at
182-lbs and finished with a 10-20
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A SLEEPY HOLLOW TREASURE!

This amazing Estate is a must see!

Featuring beautifully landscaped

property with an in-ground pool!

1734 SLEEPY HOLLOW LANE,  PLAINFIELD
Offered at $849,000
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MORE INFORMATION!

908-578-3812! 

PROPERTY

 SPOTLIGHT!

600 North Avenue West, 

Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Office: 908-233-0065

David B. Corbin (February 2020 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REACHING FOR THE BALL...Cougar junior Joe Carrea, No. 10, reaches in an attempt to knock the ball out of Governor
Livingston Highlander Connor Bigelow’s grasp. The Cougars defeated the Highlanders.

David B. Corbin (February 2020 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OUTSTANDING EVENING ON THE COURT...Senior Caroline Dwyer, No, 12, scored 21 points and sank five 3-pointers
against the Dayton Lady Bulldogs. The victory earned Head Coach Liz McKeon her 100th career win (February 18).

David B. Corbin (March 2020 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO FREE THE ANKLE...Raider Brandon Bowles tries to free his ankle from the grasp of Delbarton’s Nick
Nardone in his 126-lb pre-quarterfinal bout at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City on March 6.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)
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243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)
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Mountain Deli
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Wallis Stationery
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7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

pointer, and dished out six assists.
Junior Joe Carrea added three assists.

After losing to Elizabeth in the UCT
quarterfinals, the Cougars added their
final impressive victory with a 62-58
win over Jonathan Dayton on Senior
Night and this one was a doozey.
Kwiatkowski turned into a robot and
hammered the net with six 3-pointers
to finish with 22 points. Senior Cole
Blazek became the hero with a key
steal and the game-clinching lay-up.
Carrea scored 15 points and
DeMarino, who had 11 points, dished
out six assists. Sophomore Lukas
Ruby contributed four assists.

The Cougars’ season ended with a
62-40 loss to second-seeded Summit
in the first round of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 Tournament.

Petgrave led the team in scoring
with 251 points, including 21 3-point-
ers, rebounds with 185 and steals with
48 to go with 29 blocks and 37 assists.
Blazek finished with 80 points, in-
cluding seven 3-pointers, 41 rebounds,
27 assists, 29 steals and two blocks.
Carrea (16 3-pointers) was second on
the team in scoring with 237 points,
126 rebounds and 43 steals to go with
36 assists and four blocks.

DeMarino tied Hammond for the

lead in assists with 46 and finished
with 208 points, including 26 3-point-
ers, 119 rebounds, 24 steals and a
block. Hammond had 191 points with
21 3-pointers and added 93 rebounds,
33 steals and five blocks.
Kwiatkowski led the team with 37 3-
pointers and 39 free throws, finishing
with 172 points. He also had 38 re-
bounds, 32 assists, 17 steals and two
blocks.

Ruby finished with 34 points, 54
rebounds, 28 assists, 14 steals and
five blocks. Junior Jack Connolly
came off the bench to lead the team
with 30 blocks and added 44 rebounds,
33 points, six assists and six steals.
Sophomore Matt Bush finished with
39 points, including a pair of 3-point-
ers, 14 rebounds, 13 steals and eight
assists. Junior Devon Haughey fin-
ished with 26 rebounds, 18 points,
four steals, four assists and two blocks.

Experiencing limited court time,
sophomore Kyle Higgins had 16
points with two 3-pointers, five re-
bounds, three assists and two steals.
Freshman Ryan Jaros had 17 points,
10 rebounds, six assists, three steals
and a block. Adam Kutzer had 10
points, six rebounds, four assists and
four steals. Freshman Leo Wisnefski
finished with 14 points, including four
3-pointers, four steals and three re-
bounds.

The Cougars could experience a
very successful season next year with
the return of their entire starting line-
up and a talented group of reserve
players, who will be vying for the
starting positions.

David B. Corbin (January 2020 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ACTION UNDER THE BASKET...Rahway’s Jarid Vertil, No. 4, gets control of the ball before Cougar Lukas Ruby, No.
23, can get to it during the game in Cranford on January 4. Rahway went on a stealing frenzy to win 62-48.

pace,” she explained.
Last year in the spring and in some

of the winter meets, Hamilton did
compete in the 800 and some 400
relays, so the experience with the
shorter distances paid off.

“Normally I would run the 800.
This season we were focusing on the
16 then at the end of the meet, I came
back and ran the 4x4[00] and we
actually got the school record, which
is pretty cool. But I always think that
running shorter distances eventually
help you with your longer stuff
because you have to focus on speed
and your fundamental form in order

to be able to run longer distances,”
Hamilton explained.

This spring may offer a slightly
different experience for Hamilton.

“This year I am going to be running
the 16 again, try to build on that, and
then I’ve never run the 32[00] but I do
plan on trying to run on the 32 this
time. I do still want to run the 8[00]
and maybe a few 4x4’s but we are
gradually increasing the mileage,” she
revealed.

As to whether she prefers running
indoor or outdoor, Hamilton
answered, “I love running so I love
being outdoors in the open air and
getting free but I do like indoor track.”

The outdoor track atmosphere may,

however, present additional
challenges.

“Outdoors especially towards the
beginning of the season, it’s a lot
harder to manage because the
weather can be so unpredictable.
We basically have to be prepared
for anything. It is hard to get a PR
and sometimes performances don’t
live up to your expectations because
of the uncontrolled circumstances.
But it is nicer to be able to have
longer laps and to be outdoors. And
cheering on your teammates is more
fun outdoor because you can run
onto the middle of the field,”

Hamilton said.
In a few short days, Hamilton, along

with Isabel Boufarah, Julia Csorba
and Caroline Collins were set to
compete in the Distance Medley Relay
(DMR) at the New Balance Indoor
National Meet at the 168th Armory
Track & Field Center in NYC on
March 13.

“I run the 1600 in the DMR. My
best time was 4:56 in the relay and my
goal is to get 4:55 or try and break it.
On Friday, we are going to Nationals
at the Armory and I will be anchoring,”
said Hamilton, who added, “Our best
time is around 12:03 at the Pre-
National Invitational a few weeks ago
and we got the school record and we
are hoping to achieve the same time
or better.”

Boufarah added, “I’m running the
1,200. I’ve run 3:46 and I think I’m
trying to break that for as many
seconds as I can.”

“I’m running the 400. I split 59.9. I

am going for a low 59 high 58 split,”
Csorba said.

“I’m running the 800 and I have run
2:20, so breaking 2:20 would be good.
It would be faster,” Collins said.

Unfortunately the foursome’s
opportunity to compete on March 13
was cancelled due to the Novel
Coronavirus (COVID-19) concern.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2020 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD, COUNTY OF UNION

FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2020

Revenue and Appropriation Summaries
SUMMARY OF REVENUES - CURRENT FUND ANTICIPATED

2020 2019
1.  Surplus 2,950,000.00 2,950,000.00
2.  Total Miscellaneous Revenues 10,764,021.98 10,722,774.86
3.  Receipts from Delinquent Taxes 718,000.00 554,000.00
4.  Minimum Library Tax 1,578,834.00 1,550,764.00
5.  Local Tax for Municipal Purposes 23,450,000.00 23,415,367.99

Total General Revenues 39,460,855.98 39,192,906.85

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS - CURRENT FUND 2020 BUDGET 2019 BUDGET
1. Operating Expenses:  Salaries & Wages 16,049,162.65 15,394,497.13

Other Expenses 13,807,065.77 13,346,371.72
2. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 3,914,057.89 4,189,736.00
3. Capital Improvements 200,000.00 300,000.00
4. Debt Service 4,050,569.67 4,522,302.00
5. Judgments
6. Reserve for Uncollected Taxes 1,440,000.00 1,440,000.00
                                 Total General Appropriations 39,460,855.98 39,192,906.85
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part Time 346 329

2020 DEDICATED SWIM POOL UTILITY BUDGET
SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED

2020 2019
1. Surplus $46,111.00 $46,111.00
2. Miscellaneous Revenues 1,660,400.00 1,672,000.00
3. Deficit (General Budget) 77,258.00
                                 Total  Revenues $1,737,658.00 $1,718,111.00

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2020 BUDGET 2019 BUDGET
1. Operating Expenses:  Salaries & Wages $1,044,913.00 $966,111.00

Other Expenses 616,051.83 654,836.00
2. Capital Improvements
3. Debt Service 75,745.00 97,164.00
4. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 948.17

Total  Appropriations $1,737,658.00 $1,718,111.00
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part-time 182 182

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT 12/31/2019
GENERAL SWIM POOL

Bond Principal $15,248,000.00 -
Loan Principal $6,213,180.00
Outstanding Balance $21,461,180.00

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, County of Union on March 10th, 2020.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on April 14th, 2020 at
7:30 o’clock ( PM ) at which time and place  objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2020
may be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the detailed budget are available in the office of Patricia Donahue, Township Clerk,  at the
Municipal Building,  8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016, (908) 709-7200, during the hours
of 8:00(A.M.) to 4:30(P.M.).
1 T - 03/19/20, The Leader Fee: $177.48

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOC CHAMPION IN THE 1,600...Blue Devil junior Katie Hamilton, who recently won the 1,600-meters at the Indoor
Track & Field Meet of Champions, stands with Spring Head Coach Joe Berardi after practice on March 11.

Nemeth Scores Two
In Gettysburg Lax Win

SALISBURY, Md. – Senior
Courtney Patterson (Whitehouse Sta-
tion,/Hunterdon Central) powered
her way through the defense to score
the game-winning goal with 1:50 left
in overtime and send sixth-ranked
Gettysburg College (4-1) past No. 7
Salisbury University (3-2) 12-11 in
non-conference women’s lacrosse
action at Sea Gull Stadium on March
11. Maria Nemeth ’20 of Westfield
scored twice in the victory.

WF PAL Acad. Girls Shock
Top-Seed to Reach Finals

HEADING TO THE TOP...Another Trip for Westfield PAL to Championship
Game has been achieved. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling; Natalie Debowski,
Sophia Gandhi, Natalie Horne and Priscilla Dayon; second row, Mila Talati, Catie
Carayannopoulos, Keira Deignan and Laura Oliveira.

In possibly the biggest upset in
New Jersey youth travel basketball
this winter, the Westfield PAL acad-
emy girls’ seventh grade basketball
team upset the 1 ranked team in the
Central Jersey Basketball League to
reach its third League finals in four
seasons at the Travel A-level.

Following back-to-back Garden
State League championships in fourth
and fifth grade, the Westfield PAL
squad shocked the Central Jersey field
this winter by knocking off the teams
with the two best records entering the

tournament on their way to another
championship game

Point guard Catie Carayannopoulos
was the high scorer and averaged five
steals and over 13 rebounds per game
in the team’s three playoff wins, in-
cluding 21 points in the quarterfinals
against the tournament’s top seed and
19 points and 18 rebounds in the
team’s Final Four upset.

One of the PAL’s coaches com-
mented, “Catie has dominated this
tournament against top competition
and has the potential to play Division
One college basketball.”

The PAL’s highly successful play-
off run was the result of outstanding
teamwork, including the consistently
excellent floor game of point guard
Priscilla Dayon, dead-eye outside
shooting from Natalie Debowski,
clutch free throw shooting by Keira
Deignan and Laura Oliveira, tremen-
dous rebounding from Mila Talati
and outstanding guard play from
Sophia Gandhi, Natalie Horne and
Ruby McGurn.

“I’d like to thank Westfield PAL
President John Dugan, Executive Di-
rector Ron Allen and the other mem-
bers of the Westfield PAL’s Board for
their tremendous support of our acad-
emy girls’ basketball program during
the past six years and their invaluable
community service in Westfield and
throughout Union County,” said the
PAL coach. “Coaches David Oliveira,
Shefali Gandhi and I are very proud
of the girls.”

David B. Corbin (AL Johnson game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HERO 8 DAYS LATER AGAINST DAYTON...Cougar senior Cole Blazek, No.
1, playing against AL Johnson, became the hero with a key steal and the game-
clinching lay-up eight days later against Jonathan Dayton on Senior Night.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE 2020-03

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF CRANFORD, CHAP-
TER 340 SEWERS, PART II:
RESIDENTIAL, COMMER-
CIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
WASTES; RATE SCHEDULE,
ARTICLE VII: CHANGES TO
RESIDENTIAL AND NON-
RESIDENTIAL USERS, SEC-
TION 340-31 APPEALS; CAL-
CULATION OF USAGE; BILL-
ING; LATE PAYMENTS; RE-
BATES.

STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
March 10, 2020.

Patricia Donahue
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/19/20, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford has authorized an award
of contract for redevelopment legal ser-
vices to Wanda Chin Monahan, Esq. pur-
suant to the fair and open process in accor-
dance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 et seq.
Such contract and Resolution No. 2020-
166 authorizing said contract are available
for public inspection at the office of the
Township Clerk.

Awarded to: Wanda Chin Monahan,
Esq., Law Offices of Wanda Chin Monahan,
LLC, 50 Cardinal Drive, Suite 102,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Service: Provide Redevelopment Legal
Services for the Township of Cranford

Fee: Not to Exceed $20,000.00
Date: March 10, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 03/19/20, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

MEETING NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Mayor and Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold the time of
their Business Meeting scheduled for
March 24, 2020. The meeting will begin at
5:00 p.m. and be held in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.
This meeting will be closed to the public.
The public is encouraged to watch the
meeting on our public access channels or
on Facebook Live. Public Comment will be
available through call in during the com-
ment portions at 908-322-2076.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/19/20, The Times Fee: $23.46

Thank You for Your Support:
goleader.com/form/subscribe
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SPF Raider Wrestlers Will Return Bulk of Team
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Lady Blue Devils Gelled Well; Won UCT Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

fifth seed for the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 4 Tournament and soundly
defeated Edison, 62-25, then their
season ended with a 46-40 loss to
Ridge.

Seniors Caroline Dwyer, Faith
Dobosiewicz, Ali Lisanti and Amanda
Paden provided fine leadership to their
young team that did have a number of
very talented underclassmen.

Dwyer proved to be tough under
the boards with 77 rebounds but was
the most dangerous Blue Devil from
the outside, sinking 36 3-pointers and
finishing with 171 points to go with
38 steals, 25 assists and a block.
Dobosiewicz was frightening to all
opponents everywhere and finished
with 47 steals, 10 blocked shots, 93
rebounds, 15 assists and 175 points,
which included 11 3-pointers and 46
free throws (2nd on team). Lisanti put
up 144 points and was second on the
team with 30 3-pointers to go with 51
steals, 38 assists, 14 blocks and 43
rebounds. With limited court time,
Paden contributed six points, eight
rebounds, six steals and an assist.

Junior Charlotte Dursee, the master
of defense, led the team with 70 steals,
while providing 91 points (5 3-
pointers), 56 rebounds, 41 assists and
a block. Sophomore Chloe Kreusser
was another person who seemed to be
everywhere. She led the team in
scoring with 260 points, including 47
free throws, in rebounds with 219 and
in assists with 54. She also had 54
steals and 13 blocks. Junior Emma
Pietrewicz finished with 57 points (6
3-pointers), 13 rebounds, 11 assists,

five steals and a block.
Two freshmen, Paige Gorzcyca and

Annie Ryan, really pleased Coach
McKeon. Gorzcyca scored 181 points,
including 14 3-pointers, grabbed 166

rebounds and added 40 thefts, 23
assists and four blocks. Ryan scored
165 points, including 14 3-pointers,
grabbed 84 rebounds, swiped 56
basketballs and added 31 assists and
13 blocks.

Junior Kait Allegro finished with
10 points, 18 rebounds, six steals, an
assist and a block and junior JJ
Millstein had 11 points, five rebounds
and two steals. Sophomore Phoebe

Chadowitz finished with 36 points,
26 rebounds, 15 steals, 16 assists and
a block. Freshman Sutton Factor
contributed 34 points, including a 3-
pointer, 23 rebounds, 16 assists, 11

steals and a block. Sophomore Kalea
Calugay contributed two points, two
rebounds and a steal.

With the return of such depth that
was enjoyed this season and a healthy
Grace Klag, the Blue Devils should
be expecting another fabulous season
next year.

David B. Corbin (January 2020 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING IN FOR THE LAYUP...Blue Devil freshman Paige Gorczyca goes in for a layup during the game with the Cranford
Cougars on January 23 in Westfield.

record.
One of the most looked at Raiders,

junior Brandon Bowles, gave view-
ers something to look at this season.
Bowles, who qualified for the NJSIAA
Tournament in Atlantic City (AC) last
year at 113-lbs, jumped up to 126-lbs

this season and found himself amidst
a host of NJSIAA qualifiers in his
county, district and region.

Bowles placed second in the UCT
to Westfield’s Luke Hoerle, who was
ranked fourth in the state at the time.
After knocking off a state qualifier
Lawrence Melchionda (Seton Hall
Prep) in the District 16 semifinal,
Bowles placed second after dropping

a 7-3 decision to state-ranked Sean
Rendeiro (St. Peter’s Prep).

Bowles’ journey was definitely not
over yet as he went and defeated
Melchionda, 6-5, for a second time in
the Region 4 quarterfinal only to face
Hoerle in the semifinal where he lost

9-3. In the wrestleback for third,
Bowles defeated another state quali-
fier in Chris Dalmau (Rahway), 3-2.
Once at AC, Bowles won two of his
four bouts and finished with a 37-8
record.

A very big surprise to everybody
except his coaches, junior Larry
Shoyoye, a JV wrestler last year,

banged a number of opponents to the
mat with his devastating lateral drops
at 195-lbs. Shoyoye placed third in
the UCT and second in the district to
Mike Massa (Seton Hall Prep) who
went on to win the region and place
sixth at AC. His UCT semifinal loss to
Ibn Hall of Linden was avenged less
than two weeks later with a 10-6 vic-
tory. Shoyoye would finish with a 33-
6 record.

Sophomore Anthony Robinson
gained a lot of confidence throughout
the season, placed second in the dis-
trict at 152-lbs and finished with a 28-
8 record. Sophomore Rob Lerner com-
peted at 220-lbs and also found his
lateral drop takedowns to be benefi-
cial. Lerner placed second in the dis-
trict and finished 31-9. Junior CJ
Estevez competed at 285-lbs and fin-
ished with a 21-13 record.

Junior Jack Manville competed at
170-lbs and finished 10-11 and junior
Kyle Robinson competed at 138-lbs
and finished 15-15. Breaking into the
lineup at 160-lbs later in the season
junior Jayden Nyamiaka finished with
an 8-4 record. Sophomore Ben Root
(132-lbs) finished 18-15, junior Joey
Larmore (113-lbs) finished 13-22,
freshman Mike Brennan (106-lbs) fin-
ished 11-17 and sophomore Kyle
Burger finished 0-4.

The Raiders had plenty of backup
wrestlers who were worked in and out
of the lineup this season, so with the
returning 12 varsity starters and the
depth of the squad, an even better
season could be expected next year.

David B. Corbin (January 2020 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN A BIT OF A TANGLE...Blue Devil Anthony Ciotta, left, and Raider Noah Samms find themselves in a bit of a tangle during
their 152-lb bout at the Third Annual Salute to Military Service match in Scotch Plains on January 6.

MARCH 16 — On March the gov-
ernor issued Executive Order 104,
which requires that “all public, pri-
vate, and parochial ... secondary
schools, including charter and renais-
sance schools, shall be closed to stu-
dents beginning on Wednesday, March
18, 2020 and shall remain closed as
long as this Order remains in effect.”

There will be no interscholastic ath-
letic competition until schools reopen.
When they do, the NJSIAA will make
every effort to take advantage of what-
ever part of the spring sports season
remains, including holding champi-
onships. The NJSIAA remains com-
mitted to providing student-athletes
as many opportunities as possible.

The following FAQs address ques-
tions about the spring sports season.
Events are changing rapidly, and we
will amend and supplement these
FAQs as we continue to assess guid-
ance from the federal government,
the CDC, the governor, the NJ De-
partment of Health, and the NJ De-
partment of Education.

1. Can a school, school district, or
coach continue with practices, scrim-
mages, or games during the statewide
shutdown of all schools?

No. During the governor’s state-
wide shutdown of all schools, no
NJSIAA member school, school dis-
trict, or coach may conduct practices,
scrimmages, or games (which includes
all official interscholastic contests).
This is a mandatory, no-contact pe-
riod for all coaches and student-ath-
letes.

2. Can practices, scrimmages, or

games for spring sports be organized
or directed by parents or student-ath-
letes?

No. During the governor’s state-
wide shutdown of all schools, prac-
tices, scrimmages, or games may not
be held. This includes any event orga-
nized by a parent, captain, or other
student-athlete.

3. Can school facilities be used for
practices, scrimmages, or games?

No. During the governor’s state-
wide shutdown of all schools, school
facilities may not be utilized in any
manner for practices, scrimmages, or
games.

4. If, and when, spring sports prac-
tices and games are reinstated, what
health and safety guidelines will be in
place before a student-athlete can
participate?

NJSIAA currently requires six days
of practice and one day of rest before
competing in interscholastic compe-
tition in a strenuous sport (Program
Regulations, Section 7). This rule will
be modified to allow a scrimmage to
count as one day of practice. There-
fore, student-athletes will be permit-
ted to participate in strenuous sport
games after they have completed six
days of practice or scrimmage and
one day of rest. Boys and girls golf are
considered non-strenuous sports and
are therefore not subject to this rule.

The NJSIAA Heat Participation
Policy must be followed in all spring
sports; it can be found on the NJSIAA
website under Health and Safety:
https://www.njsiaa.org/sports-medi-
cine. (The Heat Acclimatization

Guidelines are different and apply to
fall sports only.)

5. If, and when, spring sports prac-
tices and games are reinstated, what
eligibility guidelines will be in place
before a student-athlete can partici-
pate?

Any student-athlete who is subject
to the 30-day Transfer Rule will be
eligible to participate 30 days after
what would have been the start of the
regular season – March 25 for boys
and girls lacrosse and April 1 for all
other spring sports. Participation is
day 31 from each of these dates re-
gardless of when the first regular sea-
son game is actually played.

The transfer cut-off dates for post-
season participation in all spring sports
will remain as set forth in the NJSIAA
Specific Sports Regulations.

6. What is the status of NJSIAA
State Championships for spring
sports?

A decision on NJSIAA State Cham-
pionships for spring sports has not
been made. Our goal is to provide
championship opportunities, if
schools are reopened. If we cannot
accommodate the traditional post-
season tournament structure, we will
look at other options and other op-
portunities. The health, safety, and
welfare of student-athletes will al-
ways be our top priority. As we con-
tinue to assess all available options,
please note that the dates, locations,
and qualification requirements cur-
rently included in each sport’s tour-
nament regulations will be subject to
change.

Message From The NJSIAA:
NOVEL CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) - STATUS OF SPRING SPORTS

BASKETBALL CHAMPS...Cranford’s fourth grade PAL girls basketball team
wins the 2020 tourney title for the 4th grade girls division in the 16th annual Clark
Winter Tourney.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE 2020-04

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF CRANFORD, CHAP-
TER 306 PARKS AND REC-
REATION, ARTICLE III: COM-
MUNITY POOLS, SECTION
306-10 POOL MEMBERSHIP
FEES

STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
March 10, 2020.

Patricia Donahue
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/19/20, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE 20-02

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY, TO ADD,
MODIFY AND AMEND SEC-
TIONS OF CHAPTER 126 IN
THE CODE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
20-02, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2020

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 03/19/20, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, Janu-
ary 27, 2020, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, approved the application of
Beacon 393 Park Avenue, LLC for Prelimi-
nary and Final Site Plan approval with bulk
variance relief for property located at 393
Park Avenue, Block 1601, Lot 1, for a slight
expansion of an existing mixed use struc-
ture.  The Resolution memorializing said
approval was duly presented and adopted
by the Planning Board at its regularly sched-
uled meeting on March 9, 2020. A copy of
said Resolution has been filed in the office
of the Planning Board and/or the office of
the Municipal Clerk at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, and
is available for public inspection.

Shannon Rapant, Clerk
Land Use Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 03/19/20, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on March 9, 2020, for the
following applications decided upon at the
meeting held on February 10, 2020.

Joe & Chrissy Chan, 509 Boulevard
Unit A. Applicants sought approval to con-
struct a shed contrary to Section 13.02B2
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow a side
yard setback of 2 feet where the Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback for
a shed of 5 feet. Application approved with
conditions.

Lawrence & Kimberly Rolnick, 545
Boulevard. Applicants sought approval to
construct an addition, covered porch, and
widen the driveway contrary to Section
12.04F1, 12.04F3, 12.04G, 17.05A of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a building
coverage of 5,454 square feet where the
Ordinance allows a maximum building
coverage of 4,000 square feet; to allow a
building coverage with a porch of 5,798
square feet where the Ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage with a porch
of 4,874 square feet; to allow a lot cover-
age of 11,096 square feet where the Ordi-
nance allows a maximum lot coverage of
8,000 square feet; to allow a driveway
width of 34.9 feet where the Ordinance
allows a maximum driveway width of 24
feet. Application approved with conditions.

Hannah Custom Homes, LLC., 1420
Boulevard, Applicant sought approval to
construct an addition contrary Section
12.04F1 and Section 11.09E5 of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a building cover-
age 21% where the Ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage of 20%; to
allow a street side yard setback of 15.1 feet
where the Ordinance requires a minimum
street side yard setback of 20 feet. Appli-
cation approved with conditions.

Mary Rispoli, 722 Castleman Drive.
Applicant sought approval to construct an
addition contrary to Section 11.09E7,
12.04F1, 12.04E1, 11.09E13, 13.02B1 of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow a rear
yard setback of 28.9 feet where the  Ordi-
nance requires a minimum rear yard set-
back of 35 feet; to allow a building cover-
age of 25% where the Ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage of 20%; to
allow a floor area ratio of 40.87% where
the Ordinance allows a maximum floor
area ratio of 37%; to allow a continuous
wall length of 26.25 feet where the Ordi-
nance allows a maximum continuous wall
length of 25 feet. Application approved
with conditions.

Greek Orthodox Community of the
Holy Trinity of Westfield. Applicant
sought a conditional use variance and
approval to construct a 360 square foot
shed contrary to Section 12.04F1, 12.04G,
18.08D of the Land Use Ordinance to allow
a building coverage of 14.1% where the
Ordinance allows a maximum building
coverage of 10%; to allow an improvement
coverage of 57.5% where the Ordinance
allows a maximum coverage by improve-
ments of 50%. Application approved with
conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 03/19/20, The Leader Fee: $70.38

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 04/12/20 at which time the bid
proposals submitted will be downloaded, and publicly opened and read, in the CONFER-
ENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation,
1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; for:
ADA North Contract 3, Five Sites within Northern New Jersey, Contract No. SWI154130,
ADA Improvements, Borough of Ramsey, Townships of Denville, Randolph, Hillside
& Nutley, City of Newark, Counties of Bergen, Morris, Union and Essex.

Federal Project No: STBGP-D00S(371); UPC NO: 154130; DP No: 20112
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act

of 1964. Specifically, the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. Part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specifications, and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 03/12/20, 03/19/20 and 03/26/20, The Leader Fee: $217.26

More Season Wrap-Ups
March 26/April 2 Editions:

David B. Corbin (February 2020 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REAL FORCE ON THE COURT...Blue Devil senior Faith Dobosiewicz, No. 23,
was always a dominant force on the basketball court.

David B. Corbin (February 2020 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINISHING WITH A FINE SEASON...Raider sophomore Anthony Robinson,
facing, finished with a 28-8 record at 152-lbs (160-lbs in several bouts).
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NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® Winners

We are proud to recognize the top-performing Coldwell Banker®  independent sales associates in your community. Their exceptional knowledge, skills and commitment to truly remarkable service ensure you receive the best possible real estate service, every time.

Westfield East 209 Central Avenue  908.233.5555 | ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
REALTOR¤

GOLD $12 Million & 25 Units Minimum, or 90 Units

PLATINUM $20 Million & 30 Units Minimum, or 125 Units

KIMBERLEY HALEY FRANK D. ISOLDI JEAN MARIE MORGAN MARYALICE RYAN

GINA SURIANO BARBER ELIZABETH BATAILLE JAYNE BERNSTEIN SUSAN CHECCHIO KRISTEN LICHTENTHAL JILL HOROWITZ ROME NICOLE “NIKKI” SCHECTER LISA STAFFORD

YOU DESERVE
THE BEST You’ll find them at Coldwell Banker®

EILEEN BURLINSON CAROLYN DENIER SHARI HOLTZMAN IRENE KATZ DEBBIE LA BRUTTO FAITH MARICIC HEIDI MUCCI BARBARA “BOBBIE” MULVEE DIANE PELLINO ALAN RASMUSSEN KATHRYN SHEA NYDIA VERGARA

BRONZE $2.5 Million & 15 Units Minimum, or 30 Units

KEVIN CASCONE ELIAS CHRISTODOULAKIS BETTY ANN LYNCH JAVIER MATALLANA ELLEN MURPHY JOHN WILEY TRACY ZAWACKI

SILVER $6.5 Million & 20 Units Minimum, or 70 Units
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POLICE BLOTTER
Your business can sponsor the Police Blotter

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

CLASSIFIEDS WESTFIELD
Thursday, March 5, Jose Bravo,

26, of Queens, N.Y., was arrested on
multiple charges pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Dudley
Avenue and Prospect Street. Bravo
was charged with possession of
marijuana under 50 grams, possession
of drug paraphernalia, possession of
a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS)/marijuana with the intent to
distribute, possession of CDS
(marijuana) with intent to distribute
within 1,000 feet of a school, and
possession of CDS (pot brownies).
Bravo was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
on a summons.

Wednesday, March 11, Jose A.
Velez, 52, of Plainfield was arrested
on outstanding traffic warrants out of
the Newark Municipal Court in the
amount of $300. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released on his own
recognizance.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Friday, February 28, Thomas

Kempisty, 52, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with obstruction
of justice during a disturbance call.
Kempisty was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Saturday, February 29, Stephen
Brunson, 44, of Plainfield was

arrested on an active warrant out of
Plainfield during a motor vehicle stop.
Brunson was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Sunday, March 1, a police officer
was dispatched to an activated alarm
at a Route 22 automotive business.
Upon his arrival the officer saw two
individuals inside the business run
towards the back and exit the building.
A perimeter was established with
multiple units and Union County
Sheriff’s K9. After an extensive search
the officers were unable to locate the
suspects. While the scene was being
processed by the detective bureau, an
officer was dispatched to a Route 22
gas station on a report of a broken
window. It was determined the
building also had been burglarized.
Both incidents are under active
investigation.

Sunday, March 1, Shanice P.
Rickards, 26, of Newark was arrested
on an active warrant out of South
Plainfield during a motor vehicle stop.
Rickards was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Monday, March 2, the Scotch Plains

Fire Department requested assistance
at a business located on the 2300
block of Waldheim Avenue regarding
a heavy odor of paint fumes. There
were no injuries reported. While on
scene a fuel tank was located in the
rear of the building that was
improperly contained. The Union
County Hazardous Material Unit
responded as well.

Tuesday, March 3, Griffin O. Drake,
19, of Summit was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana
during a motor vehicle stop. Drake
was transported to police headquarters
and processed.

Wednesday, March 4, Angel J.
Calle, 26, of Newark was arrested
and charged with possession of
marijuana during a motor vehicle stop.
Calle was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Wednesday, March 4, a resident of
the 500 block of Park Avenue reported
a case of fraud. The victim stated that
he applied for a loan online and during
the process determined it was a scam.
The matter is under investigation.

Wednesday, March 4, a police
officer attempted to stop a motor
vehicle on Mountain Avenue. The
vehicle pulled into a parking lot and
the passenger fled, running west on
Mountain Avenue. The officer chased
the suspect, eventually tackling him a
block away. The suspect, identified
as William J. Martenuk, 30, of Scotch
Plains, was charged with possession
of heroin, possession of drug
paraphernalia, resisting arrest, a no-
bail warrant out of the Essex County
Sheriff’s Department as well as active
warrants out of Newark and Irvington.
Martenuk was transported to the
Union County jail.

Wednesday, March 4, a motor
vehicle was burglarized overnight
while parked in the lot of a business
located on the 400 block of Terrill
Road. The matter is under
investigation.

Thursday, March 5, a resident
reported the theft of money that was
taken from his motor vehicle while it
was being serviced at a business on
Plainfield Avenue. The matter is under
investigation.

Thursday, March 5, a resident of
Raritan Road reported a case of fraud.
The victim stated that their cell phone
was compromised and unauthorized
transactions were completed on
several bank accounts. The matter is
under investigation.

Thursday, March 5, a resident of
Harding Road reported fraudulent
activity on several bank accounts.
The matter is under investigation.

Thursday, March 5, Casmir F.
McDonald, 35, of Newark was
arrested and charged with possession
of marijuana during a motor vehicle
stop. McDonald was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Saturday, March 7, a resident of the
300 block of Willow Avenue reported
the theft of a package from his front
steps. The matter is under
investigation.

Sunday, March 8, a resident of
Donato Circle reported unauthorized
transactions on one of their bank
accounts. The matter is under
investigation.

Sunday, March 8, Aaron Z. Miller,
29, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
active warrants out of the Union
County Sheriff’s Department and
North Plainfield.

Monday, March 9, Angel D.
Medina, 22, of Plainfield was arrested
on an active warrant out of Clark
during a motor vehicle stop. Medina
was transported to police headquarters
and processed.

Tuesday, March 10, a resident of
Linden Lane reported fraudulent ac-
tivity on several bank accounts. The
matter is under investigation.

Wednesday, March 11, Shaheed H.
Karim, 39, of Jersey City was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Scotch Plains during a motor vehicle
stop. Karim was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Wednesday, March 11, a Bound
Brook resident reported the theft of a
catalytic converter out of a motor
vehicle parked overnight at a busi-
ness located on the 2500 block of
Route 22. The matter is under inves-
tigation.

Thursday, March 12, Thomas L.
Hinson, 32, of Haledon was arrested
on an active warrant out of Haledon.
Also arrested was Brittany M.
Ramirez, 26, of Paterson, on an ac-
tive warrant out of Fair Lawn. Both
arrests were the result of a motor
vehicle stop. Hinson and Ramirez
were transported to police headquar-
ters and processed.

Thursday, March 12, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported the theft
of a license plate. The matter is under
investigation.

Thursday, March 12, Tyler
Margulies, 19, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with possession
of marijuana during a motor vehicle
stop. Margulies was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Friday, March 13, a resident of
Broad Street reported the theft of
items from their front steps. The mat-
ter is under investigation.

Saturday, March 14, Anthony A.
Pulsinelli, 27, of Bound Brook was
arrested on charges of driving under
the influence, possession of marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia
during a motor vehicle accident in-
vestigation. Pulsinelli was transported

to police headquarters and processed.
Saturday, March 14, a resident of

Greenbriar Lane reported fraudulent
activity on a credit card account. The
matter is under investigation.

Monday, March 16, a resident of
Sleepy Hollow Lane reported fraudu-
lent activity on several bank accounts.
The matter is under investigation.

Monday, March 16, a construction
company working on Rahway Road
reported the theft of items from the
job site. The matter is under investi-
gation.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, March 4, Jamie Polanco,

30, of Toms River was arrested on
charges of possession of a controlled
dangerous substance and possession of
drug paraphernalia. A 2005 Chevrolet
was stopped on the Garden State
Parkway 136 Exchange for erratic
driving. Following an investigation on
scene, police arrested the driver,
Polanco, for possession of suspected
heroin. She was processed and provided
with a Superior Court appearance date.
In addition, Polanco was issued a motor
vehicle summons for failure to maintain
her lane, having no driver’s license in
her possession and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.

Thursday, March 5, William Mayes,
48, of Elizabeth was arrested and
charged with shoplifting. Police units
were dispatched to a South Avenue
West business for a shoplifting.
Following an investigation on scene,
police arrested an individual, Mayes,
for shoplifting items from the store.
He was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance date.

Friday, March 6, Kessel Baptiste,
29, of Union was arrested on charges
of possession of under 50 grams
(marijuana) and possession of drug
paraphernalia. A 2016 Honda was
stopped at Raritan Road and Coleman
Avenue for tinted windows. Following
an investigation on scene, police
arrested the driver, Baptiste, for
possession of suspected marijuana.
He was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance date. In
addition, Baptiste was issued motor
vehicle summonses for driving while
suspended, tinted windows and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Saturday, March 7, Mia Cafaro,
20, of Marlton was arrested on charges
of possession of under 50 grams
(marijuana) and possession of drug
paraphernalia. Police units were
dispatched to a suspicious motor
vehicle parked in a parking lot off of
South Avenue East. Following an
investigation on scene, police arrested
the driver of the 2009 Kia, Cafaro, for
possession of suspected marijuana.
She was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance date.

Sunday, March 8, Roman Rovello,
32, of West New York was arrested
and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI), distribution of a
controlled dangerous substance,
manufacturing of a controlled
dangerous substance, possession of a
controlled dangerous substance and
possession of drug paraphernalia.
Police units were dispatched to a
suspicious motor vehicle at the
intersection of Centennial Avenue and
South Avenue East. Following an
investigation on scene, police arrested
the driver of the 2014 Ford, Rovello,
for DWI and possession of cocaine.
He was processed and provided with
a Superior Court appearance date. In
addition, Rovello was issued motor
vehicle summonses for careless
driving, failure to inspect, failure to
possess a driver’s license, delaying
traffic, failure to wear a seatbelt,
failure to possess a registration card,
tinted windows, failure to possess an
insurance card, driving while
suspended and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.

Monday, March 9, Robert Waters,
61, of Nashua, N.H., was arrested and
charged with DWI. Police units were
dispatched to Centennial Avenue and
Wall Street for a motor vehicle crash.
Following an investigation on scene,
police arrested one of the drivers,
Waters, for DWI. He was processed
and provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, Waters
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for open container, reckless driving,
careless driving, delaying traffic and
obstructing traffic.

Monday, March 9, Philip Yuhas, 62,
of Cranford was arrested and charged
with DWI. Police units were dispatched
to Bloomingdale Avenue on a report
of a possible intoxicated driver.
Following an investigation on scene,
police arrested the driver, Yuhas, for
DWI. He was processed and provided
with a municipal court appearance date.
In addition, Yuhas was issued motor
vehicle summonses for careless
driving, no valid registration card in
his possession and no valid insurance
card in his possession.

Monday, March 9, Tony Thomas,
36, of Roselle Park was arrested and
charged with possession of under 50
grams (marijuana) and possession of
drug paraphernalia. A 2005 Honda
was stopped at North Avenue East
and Carpenter Place for a seatbelt
violation. Following an investigation
on scene, police arrested the driver,
Thomas, for possession of suspected
marijuana. He was processed and
provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, Thomas
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for a seatbelt violation, maintenance
of lamps, no valid insurance card in
his possession and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.

Westfield: 01/20/2020
Mildred Napier to Ethan

Blumenfeld and Lori Giustiniani and
Robert Blumenfeld, 26 Fairhill Road,
$775,000.

Robin and Maria Von Kanitz to
Wei Zhang and Juanhong Lai, 850
Wallberg Avenue, $1,020,000.

Michael and Jacqueline
Cunningham to Francis and Melissa
Petronella, 420 Jefferson Avenue,
$780,000.

Maureen G. O’Donnell to Gdsc
Holdings, LLC, 203 Chestnut Street,
North, $545,000.

Barbara L. Gleeman to Barbara
Rood, 111 Prospect Street, $915,000.

Richard A. and Kathleen
Romagnola to William B. and Mary
Ann L. Smith, 111 Prospect Street,
$1,125,000.

Jerry J. Scaturo, Jr. to Pete and Ben
LLC, 530 Westfield Avenue,
$725,000.

Raymond G. and Jennifer M.
Salazar to John Czaplicki, 142
Windsor Avenue, $311,000.

Ronald Bevan and Kristen Maloney
to Rushabh M. and Asha Shah, 614
Boulevard, $1,641,555.

Frank and Jean Korn to Andrew J.
and Lauren M. Cox, 1040 Seward
Avenue, $705,000.

James M. and Marie Okas to
Michael Marcal, Jr. and Allison
Lemberg, 836 Boulevard,
$1,030,000.

Greg A. and Deborah A. Bashkoff
to Knute A. and Maria L. Dahigaard,
1014 Irving Avenue, $620,000.

Sharon G. and John Henderson to
Rachel Scheer and Joshua
Wasserman, 10 North Wickom Drive,
$645,000.

Edward J. and Kara E. King to
Frank and Katherine E. Kiri, 115
Roger Avenue, $675,000.

Westfield: 01/27/2020
Elizabeth Ferguson to Nicholas J.

and Morgan E. Daly, 540 Highland
Avenue, $1,485,000.

CNL, LLC to Trinity Building
Group, LLC, 641 Kimball Avenue,
$382,000.

Glenn A. and Mary Elizabeth
Debrueys to Matthew E. Kamine and
Jade S. Greene Kamine, 940 Kimball
Avenue, East, $1,690,000.

Maureen G. O’Donnel to GDSC
Holding, LLC, 203 Chestnut Street,
North, $545,000.

Thomas C. and Taryn Elliott to
John Fernandez and Jeanne Prevost-
Fernandez and Lucia Prevost, 631
Scotch Plains Avenue, North,
$440,000.

743 Central Avenue, LLC to PSM
743 Central Avenue, LLC, 743 Central
Avenue, $765,000.

Michael Mahoney, LLC to Anjan
S. Shah and Hetal Mistry Shah, 229
Elizabeth Avenue, $1,280,000.

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:

http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

Marie F. Demasi to Sharon and
John Henderson, 121 Landsdowne
Avenue, $708,000.

Christopher and Jennifer Flynn to
Robert M. and Julie G. Laurente, 113
Tudor Oval, $962,000.

Christopher and Courtney Ruck to
Danielle and David Aronov, 1094
Rahway Avenue, $590,094.

Cranford: 10/2019
P3 Tennis Academy LLC to

Township of Cranford, 375
Centennial Ave., $2,000,000.

R.P. Jacobson and M. Van Hall to
Tower Homes, LLC, 16 Lenhome
Drive, $445,000.

Nancy Carol Sillito to Loft Homes
LLC,40 Clark Street, $401,500.

Homefirst Interfaith Housing and
Families to CAPC Supportive Needs
Housing Inc, 18B Parkway Village,
$12,931.

Homefirst Interfaith Housing and
Families to CAPC Supportive Needs
Housing Inc, 16F Parkway Village,
$12,931.

Kenilworth Gospel Chpl to Michael
and Shalon Piccuirro, 112 Cranford
Ave., $560,000.

John Frieri to Number 9 Marketing,
LLC, 456 Brookside Place, $295,000.

Richard and Palma Jordan to
Charles and Sara Dunn, 5 Holly St.
W, $525,000.

Daniel and Jennifer Detrolio to
George and Denise Holan, 2 Virginia
Street, $640,000.

Michael and Chastity Rivera to
Christopher and Ila Celmente, 105
Colin Kelly Ct., $380,000.

Cranford: 11/2019
William Caldwell to Thomas

Caldwell and Linda McKenna, 100
Kenilworth Blvd., $110,000.

Frank and Karen Colucci to Razvan
and Marilou Ilie, 109 Edgewood
Road, $775,000.

Linda Manzo to Chistina
Richardson and Derda Benjamin, 217
Prospect Ave. Apt. 3-3B, $333,000.

Stephen Salton to Chiristopher and
Jennifer Lenza, 218 Prospect Ave.,
$703,000.

Northside Realty Co. to 340 NAE
LLC, 340 North Ave. E., $4,940,000.

Marcelo and Suely Melo to Mark
and Ashley Garcia, 31 Elizabeth Ave.,
$420,000.

Dorothy Preston to Ashley Wohlrab
and Ashley Enste, 8 Elizabeth Ave.,
$355,100.

Donna Teves to Kara Decker, 53C
Parkway Village, $246,500.

Charles and Carolyn Messina to
Improved Land, Inc., 204 Burnside
Ave., $594,000.

Gary and Jillian Thorne to James
Mandala and Korin Reid, 223 Retford
Ave., $592,500.

Wells Fargo to IOP Cranford 100
South LLC, 100 South Ave. E.,
$1,300,000.

Wells Fargo to IOP Cranford 100
South LLC, 108 South Ave. E.,
$407,500.

4 Pine Street, LLC to Antonella
and Scott Graham, 4 Pine St.,
$919,000.

502 High NJ LLC to James Hering,
502 High St., $499.000.

Azure Masada Lodge 22 F&AM to
Wold Mission Society Church of God,
478 South Ave. E., $1,000,000.

John and Toni Marie Mulcahey to
Bijaypal Rao and Sushmita Singh, 33
Cranford Terr., $435,000.

Max and Linda Flaxman to Brian
Salfelder and A. Flasterstein, 28
Rutgers Rd., $625,000.

Colleen O’Donnell to Ronald and
Carolyn Abarca, 607 Brookside Place,
$395,000.

Cranford: 12/2019
Ralph and Marylou Strafaci to

Carwen Management, LLC, 113
North Ave. W., $575,000

Scodee Properties, LLC to County
of Union, 112 Park Dr., $515,000.

Brian Heath and Meredith Lifrieri
to Joseph and Gina Drago, 16
Brookdale Rd., $490,000.

William Frank to Robert and
Mireille Antinozzi, 17 Franklin Ave.,
$370,000.

Mary Feeley to Katelin Morgan, 5
Franklin Ave., $475,000.

Christian and Tara McGrath to C.
La Barbera and Kristin Montana, 17
Elmora Ave., $555,000.

Alicia and Michael Kowarski to
Lauren Ann Fair and Anthony Gilbert,
9 Sutton Pl., $490,000.

Carolyn Gildersleeve, Trustee to
Mary St Pierre, 22 Riverside Dr. Apt.
A1, $255,000.

Linda M. Livelli to Geraldine M.
Livelli, 217 Prospect Ave. Apt. 3-2B,
$315,000.

Thomas Mross to George Pereira,
217 Prospect Ave. Apt. 12-4A,
$262,000.

Evelyn Viguers to Carmel Simon
and Mary Van Hall, 57 Elizabeth Ave.,
$450,000.

Dennis Kaelin to Jason Croft, 38A
Parkway Village, $265,000.

Paul Serson to Ashley Hague, 45C
Parkway Village, $185,000.

Marda Herz to 126 Besler LLC,
126 Besler Ave., $399,000.

Matthew and Karen Kubicina to
Patrick and Erica Calves, 288
Burnside Ave., $825,000.

Souhel Shehady to Severine Pinto
and Elke Estrada, 130 Hillcrest Ave.,
$660,000.

Chrisopher and Jennifer Lenza to
Joseph Conte and Carla Rutmayer,
28 Hillcrest Ave., $437,000.

CJ Ozemko and CF Domanski to

Eva Kaflinski, 371 Union Ave. S.,
$345,000.

Rose Toto to Christopher and
Kristina Reilly, 32 Keith Jeffries Ave.,
$455,000.

Frank and Yvonne La Verda to Ral
and Allie Slowik, 60 Fairfield Ave.,
$499,900.

William J Herbert Revocable Trust
to Edwardo and Paola Gonzalez, 27
Georgia St., $525,000.

Ap Real Estate Holdings LLC to
Hyun Sun and Joel Shuherk, 15
Retford Ave., $540,000.

William F. and Kathryn M. Clearly
to Lisa Marie Nann, 337 Walnut Ave.,
$580,000.

Kathy Erario to Brendan Leary,
314 Lincoln Park E., $216,000.

Giampiero Pisano to 708 E Grand
LLC, 171 Lehigh Ave. N., $310,000.

Atif & Shanaz Z. Ali to Heng He
and Kathy Jiang, 12 Hale St.,
$510,000.

Susan Goodman to Adriana
Caragea, 5 Heinrich St., $465,000.

John Apisa and Nancy Hill to Kelly
Connell and Carrie Thomas, 6 Omaha
Dr., $459,000.

Westfield: 02/17/2020
Tracey R. and William G. Franklin

to Thomas Carr and Alison Pantelic,
751 Prospect Street, $1,344,000.

Thomas S. Natale to Zuzel
Mendoza, 864 North Avenue, West,
$395,000.

Kenneth P. and Barbara A. Maehl
to Michelle Cano, 809 Oak Avenue,
$482,500.

Regina M. Calcagno to Villane
Building and Development, LLC, 36
Canterbury Lane, $560,000.

MTGLQ Investors to Asset Pro
Group, LLC, 650 Maple Street,
$460,000.

NCN Properties, LLC to Michael
and Claire Honig, 127 Harrison
Avenue, $1,445,000.

Carolyn M. Fenn to Needle-Point
Homes, LLC, 551 Downer Street,
$260,000.

Matthew J. Pejkovic and Lara
Hathout to Andrew King and Kristine
Hardclerode, 832 Stevens Avenue,
$830,000.

Mark D. and Nicole M. Gordon  to
David Gordon, 625 Westfield Avenue,
$1,169,000.

Christopher M. and Maria E.
Whelan to Elliot R. Burn and Lisa
Ann Bass, 819 Shackamaxon Drive,
$989,000.

25 Westfield, LLC to Howard and
Nadine Mandel, 25 North Wickom
Drive, $1,030,000.

Ritoyahome, LLC to Alyssa C.
Longchamp and Youmie Jean
Francois, 141 Summit Court,
$640,000.

Westfield: 02/24/2020
Eltion and Erjona Frasheri to Anne

Edmondson, 424 Mountain Avenue,
$780,100.

Anthony and Kathryn G. Poerio to
Patricia Forbes, 515 Trinity Place,
$405,000.

Sarino Tropeano to Jerry and Gina
M. Difabio, 551 Trinity Place,
$420,000.

James J. and Lauren B. Disarno to
Eric and Arianna Scheuermann, 120
Wells Street, $625,000.

Westfield Crossing, LLC to Bruno
D. and Ladonn N. Lunghi, 321 Grove
Street, W, $615,000.

Teresa and Mikolaj Guzek to Carlos
A. Nicole A. Garcia, 127 Washington
Street, $585,000.

JPMorgan Chase Bank  to Stirling
Funds LLC, 26 Genesee Trail,
$480,400.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-162

DOWNTOWN DISTRICT MANAGEMENT CORPORATION

BUDGET NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall
constitute the Downtown District Management Corporation Budget for the year 2020:

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said Budget be published in the Westfield Leader
in the issue of March 19, 2020.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the Township of
Cranford does hereby approve the following as the Downtown District Management
Corporation Budget for the year 2020:

APPROPRIATIONS
Appropriated

General Appropriations 2020 2019
Operating

Salaries & Wages 120,464.00 117,635.00
Other Expenses 53,834.53 57,601.00

Total General Appropriations 174,298.53 175,236.00

ANTICIPATED REVENUES
Anticipated

General Revenue 2020 2019
Surplus
Miscellaneous Revenue
Sub-total General Revenue
Amount to be Raised by Special
Improvement District Tax 174,298.53 175,236.00

Total General Revenues 174,298.53 175,236.00

Notice is hereby given that the Downtown District Management Corporation Budget
was approved by the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, County of Union,
on March 10, 2020. A hearing on said Budget will be held at the Cranford Municipal
Building on April 14, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. at which time and place objections to said Budget
for the year 2020 may be presented by Downtown Special Improvement District taxpayers
or other interested persons.

It is hereby certified that the foregoing Budget is a true copy of the Budget approved by
resolution of the governing body on this 10th day of March 2020 and that the public
advertisement will be made in accordance with the provision of N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-6 and
N.J.A.C. 5:30-4.4(d).

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 03/19/20, The Leader Fee: $74.46

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

OFFICE CLEANING & HOUSE

M&K Cleaning. I work in a variety
of settings including Law firms,
office Buildings, Medical offices
and homes. All of my work is eco-
friendly safe for the environment,
children and pets. Free Estimates.

Please call Maria Couto
(973) 454-0861

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

QUORUM NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that a quorum of the members of the Scotch
Plains Township Council may be in atten-
dance at the Scotch Plains Library Board
of Trustees Special Meeting on March
26, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building Township Council
Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076.

No formal action will be taken by the
Township Council at this meeting.

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/19/20, The Times Fee: $15.30

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2020-172 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Maser Consulting P.A.,
331 Newman Springs Road, Suite 203,
Red Bank, New Jersey 07701

Service: Engineering Services in Con-
nection with Orchard Brook Improvements

Fee: Not to Exceed $ 9,950.000
Date: March 10, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 03/19/20, The Leader Fee: $19.89

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified



A GALE FORCE MEDIA, L.L.C. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 19, 2020 Page 15

Distinguished Honor Roll
8th Grade

Domenica Allarde, Evan Alvarez,
Andrew Amman, Belen Arbelaez, Ava
Bandelli, Benjamin Brennan,
Madeline Caherly, Sienna Capuano,
Jack Chavez, Kieran Ciarletta, Colin
Cimei, Brianna Ciotta, Allison
Constantinou, Margaret Crooks,
Gabriella Cunningham, Alexander
Ebel, Lorenzo Enright, Tatiana
Fecowycz, Natalie Fitzgerald, Anna
Garretson, Lola Geoghan, Sofia
Gesser, Isabell aGiacobbe, Kate
Giglio, Benjamin Goldman, Jacqueline
Greyenbuhl, Francesca Guggino,
James Hamilton, Andrea Hanchuk,
Catherine Heflin, Nina Heim, Bridget
Holland, Cole Hornbeck, Brooke
Horowitz, Casey Isser, Emma
Jablonka, Maya Jayroe, Julianne
Kamins, Maxwell Kocaj, Graham
Korins, Brady Longstreet, David
Maimon, Cooper Martino, Eamon
Mason, Peter Mignemi, Angelina
Mora, Shriya Patel, Gabrielle Polito,
Charlotte Puckett, Keira Redmond,
Georgia Richman, Kaitlyn Rossitto,
John Ryan, Leanna Rybner, Josh
Sackett, Ellie Sacks, Kailey Sang,
Maximilian Schreiner, William
Schwartz, Christopher Shinners, Rishi
Shroff, Enoch Soh, Aviva Solovey,
Ashleigh Stewart, Caroline Sullivan,
Vendela Surgent, Betheny Swartz,
Andrew Temo, Kaitlin Walsh, Kate
Watson, Josselyn Williams, Benjamin
Wisniewski, Dylan Zuckerman

Honor Roll
8th Grade

Mikel Alkorta, Jillian Almendral,
Andrew Altobelli, Jack Ancri,
Danielle Arky, Kolby Azzaretto, Jack
Barbella, Annabel Barker, Charlotte
Bennett, Hudson Berg, Ava Berman,
Reed Bienstock, Kate Bloom, Nicole
Braterman, Sara Burrick, Beckett
Calder, Gavin Callahan, Tristan
Callow, Daniel Capone, Paul
Carotenuto, Carson Chen, Katey
Coleman, Emily Constable, Grace
D’Angelo, Julia Damashek, Margaret
Danenhauer, Randal Davis, Gabriella
Demeter, Kathryn Duncan, Catherine
Durocher, Elizabeth Faragi, Katherine
Ferris, Noah Ferry, Ava Flannery, Ty
Flannery, Devan Gambello, Hannah
Gerstel, James Gildea, Adam
Goddard, Natalie Gonzalez, Kevin
Gorelick, Ava Gorski, Christianne
Habayeb, Jacob Hafer, Brendan
Healy, Owen Hilliard, Addison Hoeft,
Emma Humphrey, Maura Hyland,
Thomas Hyland, Emma Jacobs, Luke
Jordan, LeanderJuraschek,
AlexanderKim, AugustKinch,
CharlesKinch, Samantha Kisztelinski,
Tatum Kocaj, Emilia Krowinska,
Luke Laczynski, Christopher Laide,
Philip Langhart, Brady Lenner,
Samantha Lerner, James Lynch, Erin
Malley, Adison Marshall, Michael
Marshall, Emily McGovern, Rowan
McMahill, Elyse McMeekan, Leressa
Menardy, Patrick Miller, Edward
Mitchell, Benjamin Mitrow, Juliana
Molinelli, Claire Morano, Archili
Mtsituri, Addison Mulholland, Daniel
Murphy, Isabella Murray, Noah
Niemiera, Lily Norton, Sean
O’Donnell, Finn O’Keefe, Piera Oren,
Nicole Ott, Sophia Paone, Matthew
Passante, Jaiden Patel, Madan Patel,
Olivia Paulino, Roman Pena, Aidan
Phillips, Thomas Pitta, Justin Ricci,
Diego Rojas Cruz, Sara Rooney,
Christopher Rossetti, Riley Roth,
Anna Salvato, David Savransky, Drew
Schimer, Bradley Schuster, Audrey
Schwartz, Paul Schwartz, Christian
Schweiger, Liam Sen, Emily
Shabinaw, Shane Sheehan, Alexa
Sheppard, Charles Sherman,
Gabrielle Sigmund, Gregory

Simpson, Hansen Slusher, Allison
Smith, Sarah Stavrovich, Tate Sun,
Sienna Tan, Luke Tennant, Caroline
Terry, Murray Topilow, Alexander
Valencia, Trent Valentine, Elizabeth
Varano, Sienna Vieites, Chloe Walpole,
Sarah Wiedman, Asher Wiesen

Distinguished Honor Roll
7th Grade

Isabella Aitken, Mia Alev, Micaela
Beltran, Emma Blake, Sophia
Boufadel, Chloe Capuano, Caterina
Carayannopoulos, Andrew Cicala,
Nora Collins, Theodore Crall,
Addison Crispino, Brianna Crispino,
Macy Curran, Lily Dalgliesh, Emma
Darrow, Sloan Dossin, Allison Dwan,
Kate Fischer, Gabrielle Flannery,
Natalie Fole, Emma Grillon, Erin
Hazard, Alexander Hendricks, Emily
Kapuscinski, Judah Kim, Oliver
Laskow, Benjamin Latessa, Megan
Llewellyn-Jones, Anna Luchsinger,
Chenxing Lyu, Pareesa Mangal,
Brooke McAndrew, Chloe
McAuliffe, Edward McCue,
Katherine McDermott, Nora
McHugh, Alexander Meyer, Ruby
Moscowitz, Cole Mueller, Lauren
O’Connell, Aashma Pant, Jacob Park,
Daniel Pierce, Claire Pollack, Emma
Pranke, Adalena Pritzlaff, Maxwell
Pugliese, Christopher Quinn,
Nickolas Regas, Luke Renshaw, Elle
Romano, Dominic Romeo, Keri
Rothenberg, Ruby Saltzman, Griffin
Scholder, Alessandra Scrofani, Ethan
Selvers, Keaton Shepherd, Abigail
Silverman, Becca Silverman, Jake
Stinton, Kaleb Stoeckmann, Gideon
Sun, Gustavo Suris Zayas, Julia
Surowitz, Mila Talati, Selah Tedesco,
Reva Venkatraghvan, Elizabeth
Verga, Alejandro Villar, Ethan Wade,
Hudson Wilcomes, Noemi
Zimmerman, Ann Zwally

Honor Roll
7th Grade

Aiden Alon, Luke Angelo, Bennet
Ayala, Jake Ben-Hayon, Ava Benson,
Justin Blaise, Kevin Butler, Nolan
Canavan, Brianne Carey, Aidan
KylerCarlson, Nicholas Cassara, Jack
Chakany, Catherine Cladis, Grant
Como, Jack Conrod, Grace Dailey,
Dev Daswani, Wesley Davis, Kevin
Deegan, Grace DelGatto, James
Delaney, Benjamin Dickerson,
Benjamin Diziki, Nell Dragowski,
Logan Feinstein, Emma Ferraro,
Jackson Fox, Abraham Garabete
Azrak, Jack Garguilo, William Garrett,
William Gerne, Aidan Gilmore, Ryan
Glenn, Joshua Greenwood, Julian
Gripp, FaridHabayeb, Brenton Hatch,
Natalie Horne, Daniel Hunsinger, Julia
Hynes, Owen Ing, Aaron Ives, Karl
Kane, Erin Kearney, Brendan Kelly,
Tyler Kimelman, William Kirby, Siena
Kotlewski, Gillian Kuyat, Gavin
LaConti, Zachary Latessa, Emerson
Lezynski, Caitlyn Lu, Katherine
Makely, Ryder Manson, Logan Martel,
Jack Martin, Charlie McCormack,
Rhegan McCormack, Braedan
McDonald, Chase Menardy, Philip
Minardo, Zoe Moore, Sawyer Moss,
Arya Motwani, Jack Moye, Brendan
Mueller, Sienna Murray, Samantha
Nalitt, Alexis Nurnberg, Brendan
O’Connor, Aidan O’Donnell, Dylan
Oakes, Logan Peterson, Lillian Petrie,
SeanRau, Jillian Reichel, Catherine
Ritter, Casey Robertshaw, Allison
Rock, Tatum Rosen, Blake Rudow,
Nicolas Russo, Katherine Scanlon,
Joshua Schneider, Cole Sharkey, Neil
Shastri, Jonathan Sica, Maisey Staiger,
Jacqueline Storms, Logan Swenson,
Braeden Trajkovski, Charles Vanecek,
Jared Whelan, Colin Willard, Owen
Williams, Kathryn Williamson, Calvin
Woodruff, Zachary Wragg, Astrid
Wunderle, Toby Zippler

Honor Roll
Roosevelt Intermediate School - 2nd Marking Period

Your business can sponsor the Honor Roll
Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Grade 7 - Distinguished
Bauer, Evan; Bell, Avery; Bloch,

Alexa; Boado, Vince Edward; Bruder,
Jolie; Cabral, William; Clark, John;
Cohen, Savannah; Concannon, Liam;
Cotroneo, Charlotte; D’Alessandro,
Kaitlyn; Dang, Mahika; Debowski,
Natalie; Deignan, Keira ;Digney,
Daniel; Dong, Jessica; Donnelly,
Carson; Duan, Benjamin; Ebert,
Alexander; Ebert, Parker; Epp, Zachary;
Epstein, Emma; Ferguson, Garrett;
Ferrero, Enzo; Fisher, Michael; Flores,
Daniel; Furey, Lauren; Fussman,
Sophia; Gaffney, Olivia; Galella,
Christopher; Gao, Garrett; Gasson,
Emily; Gensler-Canale, Micaela;
Gerckens, Nicole; Giacalone, Ella;
Gilerson, Eric; Golub, Chloe ;Gonzalez,
Daniel; Goodman, Amanda;
Guglielmo, Kate; Henderson, Brody
;Hobbie, Sarah ;Hoffman, Leah;
Hughes, Mallory; Jansveld, Luka;
Jemison, Anna; Jenner, Lyla; Katz,
Chloe; Khera, Eshaan; Kim, Sydney;
Koetje, Grace; Koslowsky, Maya;
Kylish, Anna; Laguna, Alexandra;
Laitman, Gabrielle; Lawrence, Olivia;
Lee, Madelyn;insen, Alex; Liu,
Charlotte; LoGrippo, Francesco; Lung,
Ethan; Malanowski, Grace; Mamlet,
Amelia; Marino, Olivia; Marro, Ignacio;
Maya, Paulina; McLaren, Luca;
Mendoza, Jorge; Miles, Elizabeth;
Mokrzycki, Abigail; Molen, Sara;
Morey, Elena; Moser, Jacqueline;
Muller, Sabrina; Murphy, Danae; Nair,
Shreyas; Oliveira, Laura; Panora, Sofia;
Pardes, Jake; Pardo, Gabriella; Pastore,
Sienna; Perez, Charles Kevin;
Pietrewicz, Tyler;Polito, Brian; Pravlik,
Drew; Qin, Claire; Ramdath, Hannah;
Raphael, Jaslene; Rever,
Samantha;Reyes, Livia;Rogers,
Suzanna; Rubenstein, Noah; Samet,
Morgan; Schael, Sienna; Shah, Aanand;
Solomon, Cassie ;Srebnik, Tessa
;Sullivan, Emma; Summer-Brason,
Alina; Sutcliffe, Spencer; Thornton,
Olivia; Toth, Audra; Troup, Annabelle;
Velkov, Sonya; Vesuna, Bianca; Waibel,
Owen; Wang, Stephanie; Whitlock,
Riley; Wilkerson, Jaden; Williams,
Austin; Wood, Sofia; Xi, Alice; Young,
Wes; Yu, Chloe; Zhu, Ethan

Grade 8 - Distinguished
Andretta, Gavin; Anyaele, Obinna;

Attia, Sarah; Bach, Olivia; Bartlett,
Nicholas; Behrens, Aaron; Behrens,
Eve; Beriont, Christopher; Blaustein,
Jacob; Bonn, Karolina; Bromberg,
Lauren; Cabrales, Caitlin; Cadigan,
Ella; Cestero, Tomas; Cho, Maxwell;
Czarnecki, Kaitlynn; Daly, Nolan;
Doherty, Erin; Dudkiewicz, Justine;
Dunham, Owen; Edwards, Stephen;
Eisman, Rebecca; Engel, Casey; Evans,
Carys; Fleming, Adrian; Gee, Victoria;
Gil, Sofia; Greco, Collin; Gunzberg,
Lucas; Heinze, Caroline; Hoch,
Morgan; Hollosi, Hannah; Hu,
Alexander; Hu, Charlie; Hu, Yenjay;
Iyer, Anusha; Jiao, Jonathan; Keith,
Avery; Kermanshahi, Katherine; Kiefer,
Alexander; Kim, Grace; Kobin,
Caroline; Labin, Nicholas; Lam, Cody;
Leavitt, Lindsey; Lisci, Gabriele;
Lisnock, Grace; Logan, Clare; Logozzo,
Michael; Manescu, Monica; Marcus,
Zachary; Mehta, Tage; Meisinger,
Robert; Mendel, Edward; Norwood,
Illyria; O’Brien, Jillian; Owens,
Clarabelle; Patel, Devan; Patel, Deven;
Pinkowski, Chloe; Puglisi, Gianna;
Reed, Makenna; Reyes, Nalyssa;
Reynders, Nathan; Richards, Aidan;
Rodriguez, Ximena; Roitman, Ethan;
Sclar, Avital; Shih, Isabelle; Singh,
Michael; Singla, Krishav; Spirn, Emily;
Spirn, Philip; Taylor, Aaron; Virmani,
Grace; Walker, Riley; Waqar, Alishba;
Weinstein, Cate; Willson, Rebecca;
Wilner, Emory; Xiong, Rebecca; Zhao,
Derrick

Grade 7 - Honor Roll
Andersen, Alana; Angel, Joshua;

Avni, Gali; Basaldua, Sophia; Blake,
Sara; Blessington, Isabella; Bracco,
Luke; Bradley, Tyler; Braun, Samuel;
Brooks, Avery; Brown, Connor;
Buchak, Nicollette; Cabral, Logan;
Cabrera, Sebastian; Carlucci, Aiden;
Carollo, Luca; Chalfant, Lucas; Chen,
Jody; Cohen, Samuel; Conway, Sophia;
Cortes, Riley; Coyle, Colin; Dayon,
Priscilla; DiSarno, Sophia; Disko,
Olivia; Doherty, Quinlan; Drennan,
Emily; Elfstrum, Jack; Epstein,

Benjamin; Epstein, Ethan; Esler, Brody;
Esposito, Samuel; Faitoute, Allyson;
Ferrer, Sienna; Feuchtwanger, Rachel;
Foerst, James; Forbes, Eden; Foster,
Elle; Furrer, James; Fusco, Matthew;
Gallagher, Claire; Gallo, Marcella;
Geocos, Andrew; Geocos, Thomas;
Gilford, Christian; Gilford, Corey;
Hadel, Jordan; Heuck, Addison; Hill,
Jack; Hourie, Alyssa; Iannuzzi, Henry;
Jasina, Thomas; Jiang, Li; Kaplan,
David; Klingelhofer, Heidi; Koslowsky,
Gracie; Kovacs, Jacob; Lentzner, Kyra;
Lox, Aaron; Lukis, Nikolas; Marmarou,
Victoria; Marotte, Devin; Marquet,
Alexa; Martin, Lila; Martinez, Nigel;
Martorina, Juliana; McDevitt, Daniel;
McKeon, Gavin; Mehta, Maya;
Mercado, Gabriella; Merino, Romel;
Meyers, Lincoln; Mindak, Campbell;
Morris, Liam; Morrison, Brooke;
Murphy, Owen; Nematadzira, Canya;
O’Connor, Sydney; O’Marra-Chen,
Tanis; Oberstein, Ella; Oligino, Isabella;
Palit, Archit; Pantalena, Dahlia; Phillips
Vazquez, Andres; Pierce, Nikolas; Price,
Kathryn; Prieto, Charles; Purse,
Katherine; Quallis, Laila; Reed, Ella
Rego, Nadia; Reissman, Max;
Reynolds, Connor; Rittenhouse,
Gisella; Saad, Gulrukh; Schifando,
Oliver; Schupak, Lucy; Shapiro,
Phoebe; Silecchia, Sophia; Silva,
Samantha; Sinclair, Ethan; Snyder,
Julianna; Stinton, Abigail ;Stromsness,
Freya; Tacktikos, Madison; Tanaka,
Kueijiro; Tomasso, Dominic; Urbano,
Zoe; Vaccaro, Hailey; Varner, Cole;
Villanueva, Julissa; Wallin, Jack;
Wancier, Benjamin; West, Conor;
Williams, Amanda; Wilson, Aidan;
Wilson, Brady; Yaqub, Ziyan; Zafra,
Samuel; Zheng, Matthew; Zorrilla,
Paiton

Grade 8 - Honor Roll
Abrams, Benjamin; Ackerman,

Benjamin; Andreottola, Ava;
Aronowitz, Ava; Balakumaran, Maya;
Beinhaker, Aylinn; Berger, Olivia;
Bergerman, Justin; Blackwell, Cheyene;
Blitt, Brennan; Brennan, Gabrielle;
Brown, Danielle; Brown, Gregory;
Bryson, Rachel; Cadigan, Patrick;
Chacon, Daniel; Chalke, Aditya;
Chelak, Alexander; Chen, Sophia;
Chermak, Nina; Clark, Samuel; Cogan,
Cara; Collins, Allison; Colon, Ricardo;
Crane, Aidan; Cruz, Jeremy; Csorba,
Steven; Del Re, Pietro; Delforte, Ethan;
Della Rocco, Sofia; Delos Reyes, Aiel;
Doblas-Martin, Miqueas; Dowden,
Jackson; Dragan, Natalie; Dunham,
Evan; Dunn, James; Eisenman, Max;
Fajardo, Josue; Finn, Kate; Foley, Colin;
Frantzeskakis, Zoe; Gallo, Giuliana;
Garg, Akshit; Gauthier, Genevieve;
Gibbs, Shannon; Gold, Andrew;
Goldfeld, Nikita; Goldstein, Sigal;
Gonzalez, Christopher; Gordon,
Madison; Haar, Alexandra; Hurford,
Gregory; Jashari, Liza; Jean, Matthew;
Jeckell, Charles; Jepsen, William;
Jimenez, Lena; Johnson-Milstein,
James; Kaplun, Samantha; Karaban,
Brienna; Katz, Amelia; Kengeri,
Kathryn; Klemm, Rachel; Klingelhofer,
Jessica; Kobori, Michael; Koellhoffer,
Ryan; Korr, Zachary; Landry, Paige;
Lehman, Andie; Levin, Matthew; Lin,
Yumin; Lincoln, Sarah; Link,
Jacqueline; Liu, Jeffery; Lopez
Gutierrez, Samuel; Lorenzo, Sebastian;
Ma, Dillon; Marceau, Zachary;
Meisinger, Zachary; Might, Danielle;
Miranda, Pedro; Mirrione, Jordan;
Moreland, David; Morrelli, Caroline;
Natt, Jaden; Nematadzira, Benedict;
Ng, Bryan; O’Brien, Sean; O’Connell,
Marisa; O’Connor, Ava; Paris, John;
Pearson, Christian; Perialis, Athena;
Petrassi, Noah; Pinho, Elena; Pinto,
Sofia; Prip, Heather; Rau, Davis; Reilly,
Anne; Rotter, Maxwell; Sandberg,
Colin; Sanford, Christian; Scheiner,
Darcy; Schroppe, Keira; Schutzer, Max;
Scipioni, Isabella; Sewald, Evan;
Singman, Owen; Swiat, Evan;
Tanemori, Ryuichi; Tsarsi, Sofia;
Tukaczynski, Adam; Victorino,
Maxwell; Vitorino, Rebecca; Vo,
Andrew; Von Boch, Madeleine; Waller,
Naomi; Walsh, Miriam; Ward, Evan;
Wellnitz, Christopher; Wilson, Zechari;
Witten, Ethan; Yang, Chen; Young,
Ethan; Yu, Ian

Thank You for Your Support:
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Honor Roll
Edison Intermediate School - 2nd Marking Period

Your business can sponsor the Honor Roll
Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

Honor Roll
Park Middle School - 2nd Marking Period

Your business can sponsor the Honor Roll
Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

Grade 8-Distinguished Honor Roll
Alexander Allegra, Sana Anand,

Hannah Baik, Alex Baker, Anastasia
Berk, Karina Borysiak, Isabella Capati,
Grace Carter, Dominique Chitty, Tara
Cino, Lauren Cunningham, Joseph
DeFrancesco, Bianca DeVizio, Lily
Friedman, Julia Friedrichs, Lily Gaulin,
Alessandra Gialanella, Matan Goldstein,
Olivia Gomez, Marissa Gregov, Hope
Hausle, Elorie Howell, Nemat Iddisah,
Carolyn Joe, Emily Juckes, Erin
Kennedy, Graham Kois, Danielle
Kramer, Robert Lambert, Sairah Llano,
Tiffany Nguyen, Madeline Paik, Gianna
Rojas, Erin Ryan, Raquel Sanisidro,
Michael Schmidt, Heather Sherman,
Dylan Soriano, Anastasia Stellakis, Kelly
Stewart, ZuzannaSzewc, Janeli Tenecota
Villa, Mackenzie Virgil, Maria
Vitoroulis, Jennifer Walsh, Emma Zheng

 Grade8-Regular Honor Roll
Haley Acevedo, Hannah Alber, Sa-

rah Alnasseri, Max Aponte, Eva Aus-
tin, Keira Baerson, Sophia Bansagi,
Brian Bartley, Amanda Baylock,
Charles Becker, Hana Berisha,
Gwendolyn Boylan, Lily Cantwell,
Matthew Capozzolo, Callie
Capriglione, Jaden Carpien, Cole
Chludzinski, Anthony
Chrisostomides, Joshua Citarella, Tay-
lor Clement, Grace Conklin, Joss
Coppock-Huegel, Isabella Cucci,
Emily Cuccurullo, Tia Culjak, Cole
Darmarajah, Nathaniel DeMatteo,
Kristina Decker, Mia Delaney, Eliza-
beth Diamond, Ethan Diamond, Spen-
cer Doran, Emma Dougherty, Andrew
Dreyer, Nyla Dunbar, Abigail Elliott,
Luke Ellison, Ava Fazio, Valeria
Figueroa Rodriguez, Julianne
Friedson, David Gomez, Abigail
Griffiths, Samantha Hagopian,
Mackenzie Harmer, Sean Harris, Ian
Hobbs, Zoe Hopkins, Kyle Hunter,
Dietrich Jahnke, Aiden Jasul, Kyle
Karyczak, Valerie Kelly, Aadi Kenwar,
Nathan Korner, Samantha Lasluisa-
Diaz, Sara Lehman, Isabelle Li, Kelsie
Lubalin, Jenalys Lugo, Michelle
Nikolaev, Philip Joseph Nitro, Maxine
Novello, Jasmyn Nunez, Lauren
O’Brien, Alexander Patino, Paige
Peneno, Thomas Perez, Sequoia Pil-
grim, Jacob Pinsky, Anderson Pollack,
Grace Price, Molly Puglisi, Fatima
Qamar, Ryan Quinones, Gokul
Ramanan, Gonzalo Ramos, Diane
Resnicoff, Elijah Rodriguez, Sebastian
Roman Gaud, Anthony Romano,
Katherine Romanyshyn, Shannon
Rooney, Amelie Rousseau, Chloe
Schunke, Ryan Serio, Maisie Shimko,
Aryan Singh, Gianluca Skirde, Sam
Sponheimer, Grace Sweeney, Noah
Tamayo, Lindsay Trela, Charles
Vargas, Sherly Velez, Olivia Vella,
Emma Lee Vieira, Evelyn Villar, Chase
Waxman, Rebecca Wofsy, Michael
Wojcik, Sara Wollman, Youssef Yacub,
Darion Yau, Rachel Ziegler

Grade7-Distinguished Honor Roll
Pauline Elisha Aloot, Elizabeth

Baglien, Morgan Barbossa, Abigail
Bender, Juliette Besson, David Bolivar,
Emma Boris, Grace Bottomly, Isobel
Bruce, Ella Butters, Michael Cantwell,
Emma Carinhas, Grace Cawley, Emma
Chan, Hannah Charnock, Isabella
Cocca, Raya Crisafulli, Emily
DeGaetano, Olivia DiSalvo, McKenna
Dwyer, Julia Farin, Dylan Fitzgerald,
Samantha Friscia, Lindsay Gold, Sofia
Heta, Mary Katherine Hoffman, Tristan
Huber, Clarke Hunter, Blake Jackson,
Elizabeth Koizumi, Paul Kole-
Emmanuel, Isabella LaFerrera, Alexa
LaRosa, Sophia Labazzo, Darrien Lee,
Nathaniel Leversee, Elana Lewis,
Madeline Marcovecchio, EnisaMarku,
Chelsea Martin, Grayce Mattos, Joshua
Matty, Ryan Mauer, Emily McCall,
Matthew Mui, Thomas Mui, Daniel
Murphy, Jacob Ocana, Joslyn Odim,
Frederick Parchman, Mizuki Parker,
Hanna Pearce, Samuel Perone, Zoe
Psathas, Meredith Reilly, Audrey Ricks,
Hannah Rosenthal, Sophia Shapiro,
Asher Silva, Jack Sponheimer, Isabella
Stepien, Saanvi Suresh, Cooper
Tamase, North Thurman, Samuel Valera

Grade 7-Regular Honor Roll
Grace Abadir, Christopher Abate,

Araoluwa Akinwunmi, Courtney An-
thony, Brandon Au, Matteo Barcellona,
Samuel Beirne, Caitlin Bellistri,
Michael Bellistri, Ava Bland, Ava
Grace Bozetarnik, Nicholas
Cammarano, Mason Cardenas,
Adriana Cardinal, Olivia Castucci,
Antonio Cerchio Saggese, Jenna
Cerchio, Varun Chauhan, Carolina
Conklin, Ethan Cukrow, Isabella
DiFiore, Carina DiLollo, Savanna
Diana, Elisabeth Dolowy, Juliana
Doran, Thomas Eisner, Camryn Evans,
Julia Ferguson, Jake Fezza, Lydia
Flagg, Dylan Fountain, Victoria Gain,
Max Gal, Braedan Galway, Tyler
Glynn, Maria Gonzalez, Vania
Gonzalez, Luna Guevara, Jeff Gui,
Luke Hahn, Christopher Harris, Evan
Hayeck, Maggie Hayes, Shane Hickey,
Olivia Hunsinger, Sean Johnston, Lily
Kalafat, Grayson Kelly, Louis Kelly,
Caitlin Keough, Aditya Khandelwal,
Zayd Khurram, Annabel Koseoglu,
Ryan Lahetta, James Lama, Henry
Lassman, Emily Laudman, Daniel
Laurenzano, Arthur Levenson, Tho-
mas Levine, Jackson Lorenzetti,
Anusha Magdum, Colin Mahr, Ava

Martini, Giavanna Mascola, Krish
Mathur, Jackson Mazzola, Luis Mendez
Vargas, Caitlyn Meyers, Samantha
Mingoia, Lucas Mirzwa, Kayla
Mohabir, Nicholas Mongold, Lorelei
Morrison, Christopher Murphy, Kayla
Murray, Sofia Murray, Virginia Nanton,
Emily Nguyen, Evan O’Rourke, Nicole
Papadakis, Luca Passucci, Rachael
Pinsky, Aniya Pittman, Shawn Poliseo,
Kalli Preston, Sean Price, Victoria
Prizgar, Ryan Ricci, Madeline Richter,
Isabella Rocha, Amya Rogers, Fabian
Roman Gaud, Timothy Ryder, Andrew
Saccento, Sophia Seith, Sonya Shah,
Andrew Sicinski, Shreya Singh, Tristan
Sirmans, Emily Skara, Hannah Spieler,
Jada Sripada, Benjamin Thomas, Rocco
Trainor, Taylor Tsin, David Tsvayberg,
William Turner, Angelina Valente,
Xavier Vega, Gianna Walker-Talbot,
Meredith White, Erik Widhiatmodjo,
Isaiah Williams, Logan Williamson,
Jia Xue, Riley Yau, Sophia Zambrio,
Saman Zeb, Shaheryar Zeb, Maria
Zelener, Luke Zimmerman, Thomas
Zimmerman, Torre Zullo
Grade6-Distinguished Honor Roll

Claire Abadir, Elizabeth
Adegboyega, Paul Allen, Reilly
Amberg, Irfa Azhar, Gregory Baerson,
Normandie Beversluis, Julian Bhatia,
Sophia Birck, Alexa Birnbaum, Justin
Bogdan, Liam Bonifas, Grace Brown,
Reid Buehler, Jada Carter-
McCummings, Alexander Chen, Chris-
topher Chesky, Samantha Chesky, Tess
Coffey, Steven Cohen, Emre De Steur,
Gabriella DeBrito, Sienna DelCorsano,
Evaristo Delgado-Arvelo, Lubow
Ferencevych, Sean Fuentes, Pablo
Gonzalez-Negron, Sylvia Haley, Kaitlin
Har, Alexander Ho, Nathan Hyman,
Jasmin Jasul, Andrew Jiang, Patrick
Korner, Joseph LaRosa, Joseph Lam-
bert, Jonah Leske, Zoe Lessing, Aiden
Lickman, Joao Lopes, Antonio
Lourenco, Michael Martucci, Caleb
McDowell, Taylor Mingoia, Luke
Murphy, Samantha Nocera, Ariadni
Pappas, Andrew Peneno, Nicole Perez,
Hannah Perler, Cooper Pomponio,
Taryn Ribaudo, Abigail Richardson,
Emily Roof, Sofia Sanisidro, Ellie
Schwartzman, Liam Skiff, Vance Slack,
Jonah Tamayo, Shae Trenery, Sofia
Vanterpool, Victoria Virga, Kelsie
Waldron, Sam Whitefield, Kevin
Wright, Sophia Yalcin, Jason Zhuo

 Grade 6- Regular Honor Roll
JeovanyAbadeir, Ava Accardi, Di-

ego Angeles, Sebastian Angeles,
Tristan Baumgartner, Olivia
Billingham, Kara Calabria,
Jacqueline Carlos, Ryan Catallo,
Beatriz Cesario, Samantha Chan,
Carolina Chaves, Jack Colvin, Madi-
son Cooper-McMahon, Michael Da
Costa, Timothy DeMatteo, Brandon
DiNizo, Thomas Dowling, Lucas
Durante, Emilio Falkowitz, Jacob
Fallas, Jade Franco, Jacob Friedman,
Clay Friedrichs, Callum Fynes, Jake
Gechtman, Carlie Gleason, Ella
Goldstein, Spoorthy Gundra,
Samantha Hale, Chase Herb, David
Herstatt, Seth Hunter, Patrick
Huszcza, Quinn Hyman, Brandon
Indoe, Justin Jennings, Hailey
Kaplan, Dylin Kervel, Eitan Klieger,
Brian Kloepfer, Natalia Lambert,
Elyse Lamberti, Sebastian Lasluisa-
Diaz, Madelyn Latham, Patrick
Leone, William Liu, Josephine
Lomonte, Mateo Lopez, Rhiane
Lopez, Alexa Lorusso, Jenna
Lourenco, Jeylene Lugo, Grace
MacDougall, Thomas Magluilo,
Jeimy Martinez, Giovanni Martoccia,
Jake Martucci, Daniel McArdle,
Sophie McMeekan, Colin Miller,
Brian Mitchell, Sierra Monahan-
Spoor, Frank Nanton, Brian Natareno
Santiago, Averie Nazario-Sharpe,
Kamryn Nesmith, Kristina Nitro,
Noah Nocum, Carter Oser, Angelina
Pagan, Kaylee Parchman, Jayson
Parrott, Sidney Powell, Monty
Primiano, Taylor Prunty, Salvatore
Racanelli, Addison Richie, John
Robinson, Luke Rodrigues, Peyton
Rose, Paige Rowley, Ashleigh Ryan,
Immanuel Sharenow, Taylor Shea,
Madelynn Sheehy, Joseph Souza,
Elissa Steingart, Georgea Stellakis,
Morganne Taylor, Liam Telesca,
Lorenzo Tittanegro, Ryan Trivisonno,
Jack Trojan, Anthony Villafrade, Paul
Vlkovic, David Vu, Logan Weiss,
Presley Weuve, Claire Widder, Hana
Zamor, Ryan Zuckman

Twp. Library Adds Unlimited
Audiobooks Subscriptions

Students Named to
Dean’s List at WU

ST. LOUIS, Mo. — The following
students have been named to the
Dean’s List for the fall 2019 semester
at Washington University in St. Louis:

Westfield; Kayla Bleich, enrolled
in the university’s College of Arts &
Sciences; Marina DeCotiis, enrolled
in the university’s Olin Business
School; Catherine King, enrolled in
the university’s College of Arts &
Sciences, and Julia Simpson, enrolled
in the university’s McKelvey School
of Engineering.

Fanwood: Allyson Bisgay, enrolled
in the university’s College of Arts and
Sciences.

To qualify for the dean’s list in the
McKelvey School of Engineering,
students must earn a semester grade
point average of 3.6 or above and
complete at least 12 graded units.

Cranford Students
Named to Dean’s List
BRISTOL, R.I.  — Maia

Didomenico, Candice Durant, and
Jessica Schwartz have been named to
the fall 2019 Dean’s List at Roger
Williams University in Bristol, R.I.
Full-time students who complete 12
or more credits per semester and earn
a GPA of 3.4 or higher are placed on
the Dean’s List that semester.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Adult and
young adult Scotch Plains Public
Library resident cardholders now
have access to more than 35,000
downloadable audiobook titles
through RBdigital  Unlimited
Audio.

This subscription increases
cardholder access to popular fiction
and non-fiction titles with no hold
queues for these items. Residents
are encouraged to visit the library’s
RBdigital site to check out these
new offerings at https://
scotchplainsnj.rbdigital.com/.

The library provides residents
with 24/7 access to multiple digital
services including downloadable
ebooks,  audiobooks and
magazines; streaming videos and
music; online language learning;
Creativebug craft tutorials, and
online access to The Star-Ledger.
For assistance with any of the

library’s digital services, call the
Adult Services Desk at (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, to make
an appointment with a librarian.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township. For information all
library programs and services, as well
as updates related to the coronavirus
emergency, visit scotlib.org.
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LOCAL TALENT...A new short film, american morning, is directed by Robbie Bryan of Scotch Plains and includes in the cast
a Roosevelt Intermediate School third-grade student Gavin Berman. The film is centered on the effects a school shooting has
on an elementary school music teacher and the grief and consequence of having to have made an impossible choice. Gavin is
pictured, fourth from left, Mr. Bryan, bottom right corner, and  Stephen Dexter, the star, writer and a producer, to his right.
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This Is
Westfield

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The universe
has a funny way of bringing people and
ideas together in unexpected ways.
Robbie Bryan, a Scotch Plains resident,
actor, film director and producer is
currently filming footage for a short
film entitled american morning,
centered on the effects a school shooting
has on an elementary school music
teacher and the grief and consequence
of having to have made an impossible
choice.

Between filming scenes in Brooklyn,
New York, Mr. Bryan told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that this is “not a
political piece,” but more of a “cause
piece” that will star Emmy-award
winner Richard Schiff of “West Wing”
and “The Good Doctor” and has cast
youth actor Gavin Berman of Westfield.

When asked how he was able to
attain well-known actor, Mr. Schiff, to
commit to this short film, Mr. Bryan
explained that “when you have a great
script with a topic that is timely and
important to so many people, others
want to help, to get on board.”

The script calls for casting 12
children, so Mr. Bryan turned to
Samantha Simpson-Hahn, owner of
T.A.P., Theatrical Artist’s Prep, in
Scotch Plains and asked her to become
a casting associate, as well as a producer.
The opportunity provided work for two
of her theater students. Locally, Gavin
was cast. Additional casting was done
in New York City.

Gavin, age 8, a third grader at Franklin
School in Westfield, was excited about
being in the film american morning.
Gavin has trained for this moment by
taking acting classes at T.A.P. Gavin
explained, “I sent in my self-tape and
then got a call back (to Shelter Studios
in New York City) on December 7.” It’s
not his first time before the camera,
though. He performed in his older
brother Ethan’s (Westfield High School
Class of 2019) short film, One is Too
Many.

The story line of american morning

rests two years after an elementary
school mass shooting. Writer/Actor/
Producer Stephen Dexter penned the
short work over a year ago and will play
the music teacher who makes a life-
altering decision, and resorts to
desperate measures to reconcile his guilt
and ignite change.

Mr. Dexter said of his film, “This is
not a political piece…it is not red or
blue. It is gray. It is merely a reflection
about choice and was written with hope
for the future.”

Mr. Bryan, the originator of “Good
to Be Seen Films,” was an actor for over
10 years. He explained that he morphed
into a director because he wanted to
“dictate what’s being seen.”

Mr. Bryan was invited to lend
feedback on the working scripts for
american morning. “It took my breath
away and I told Stephen that,” Mr.

Bryan said. Mr. Bryan’s enthusiasm for
the script earned him the directorial
position on the film.

In the field of filmmaking, as in many
other avenues, collaboration is key.
Vision doesn’t blossom from just one
individual, but is fueled by the
assembled team that makes the vision
come alive. Listen to any award show
acceptance speeches for validation of
that concept.

The plan of this director is to finish
shooting the film in February, edit it in
early spring and then send it to the
various film festivals for consideration
of inclusion for next season’s
competitions. Mr. Bryan said that
usually film festivals pair a full-length
entry with a short film that is no more
than 15 to 25 minutes. His goal is to
have it be accepted to the Sundance
Film Festival, Tribeca Film Festival, as
well as other noted screenings.

Through crowdfunding, he raised not
only the money to start the project, but
also awareness of gun violence in
America. “The project is a 501c3, so
any donations are tax deductible,”
explained Mr. Bryan, who added that a
30-day crowdfunding campaign will
be launched this spring. The producer/
director said, ideally, he’d love to be
able to have a limited screening in New
Jersey, perhaps at an intimate place like
the Cranford Theater.

For more information about this
project or to make a tax-deductible
donation, go to
info@goodtobeseen.com.

COVID-19

CUSTOMER NOTICE

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

The Westfield Leader

As we are certainly in uncharted territory, we wish
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Any new advertising submitted will be reduced by

25% thru the April 2nd issue of the newspaper.
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and contact us if we can be of any assistance.

Thank you very much,

Lauren S. Barr, Publisher, Editor-In-Chief
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Photo courtesy of Jialun Tong
Robbie Bryan of Scotch Plains directs a new short film, american morning. It includes in the cast a Roosevelt Intermediate
School third-grade student Gavin Berman. The film is centered on the effects a school shooting has on an elementary school
music teacher and the grief and consequence of having to have made an impossible choice.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

The Way Back
Hoosiers, Too

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Occasionally, especially in
unstable times, a predictable movie
like Gavin O’Connor’s The Way
Back, about a former basketball
phenom on the skids who seeks grace
by coaching the ragtag team at his
alma mater, instills a salubrious sense
of order, albeit for only 108 minutes.
Truth be told, I never really liked the
idea of entertainment as diversion
from one’s troubles, but rather
preferred that my amusements be the
cherry on top of a life relatively free
of any truly serious adversities. Oh,
that it would always be the case.

Still, referring to yet another
category of use, entertainment’s
ability to render instructive wisdom,
as is dramatically exampled in
Sullivan’s Travels (1941) when Joel
McCrea’s famous director,
mistakenly placed on a chain gang,
sees the importance of comedy, isn’t
lost on me. Hence, while the jaded
moviegoer may have witnessed ad
nauseam the pop psychology
dispensed in  The Way Back as Ben
Affleck’s Jack Cunningham looks to
find purpose and meaning, we are
nonetheless reminded that intelligent
lessons are worth repeating.

In short, The Way Back’s
reaffirmation of principles in the
interest of preserving the human
spirit earns it a pass. But be certain
that Mr. O’Connor, aware of the
unavoidable comparisons to dozens
of other movies detailing the
comeback attempt of a likeable lost
soul, a la Hoosiers (1986), installs
some variations on the theme, right
down to the so-called realistic ending.
However, while he applies some
medium grain sandpaper to the
sharper edges of typicality, he wisely
leaves us a pleasing modicum of pie-
in-the sky idealism for which to cheer
enthusiastically. Jack is us; we are
Jack, the human being hoping for
some sign or flash of magic to pave
the way to greater meaning,
understanding, a positive sense of
self-worth, or, in the very least, offer
some merciful peace of mind.

It occurs that I tipped a glass of
brew with many a Jack in my drinking
days, which coincided with my poetic

period, was preceded by college and
followed in the late ‘60s and early
‘70s by my attempts to save the world.
Jack was the guy at the end of the bar
who, venerated by his barfly
confederates for a sports record that
perhaps still stood, endlessly
replayed both mentally and audibly
that last game. It would be sacrilege
if he were allowed to pay for his own
drinks, a function of due reverence
and, I think secretly, a superstitious
warding off of a similar fate, the
silent, implied invocation being,
‘There but for the grace of G-d….”

The acceptable if probably
quixotic conceit in this old bromide
of a plot is that if dispirited Jack is a
champion in the true sense, he’ll win
that most important game of all.

Mr. Affleck, in a decent
performance that boasts a couple
stellar moments, like when at a
pivotal moment in a game he
feverishly calls a player back to the
sideline to emphasize the tactic, wins
our support, even before a scattered
exposition of his woes charitably
pleads his case. Figure on the usual
suspects to have derailed him,
including a sports dad bereft of
parenting skills and the sort of game-
changing, personal catastrophe so
dreadful even in fiction that Brad
Ingelsby’s script deems it wise to
release its details piecemeal. The
coup de grace is Jack’s estrangement
from his wife, Angela (Javina
Gavankar), assumedly caused by said
devastation.

Of course, our interest is stirred by
the hope that this downtrodden
mortal, perhaps through the metaphor
of coaching a high school basketball
team whose lack of promise mirrors
his own despondency, will rejoin the
human race. But as any blues singer
worth his sorrow can tell you, the
misery, when it’s this deeply
embedded, ain’t so easy to chase
away, brother. And so, on first blush
that which attempts to pass for a
basketball squad is hardly a welcome
sight for the binge drinking
protagonist’s bloodshot eyes.

Insofar as the sports story itself,
expect a hardly brushed off cliché
featuring the brazen showboat star
who will immediately challenge
Jack’s authority, balanced by the shy,
diamond-in-the-rough kid just
waiting for someone to come along
and mine his full potential. Similarly
textbook, the hoop action itself is
made up of the same old boiler plate
stratagems that have been the modus
operandi of all underdog teams since
Mr. Naismith’s game was first
dramatized on film.

All the same, I bought in, readily
exchanging any sense of being
manipulated for a welcome attempt
to share a sympathetic understanding
of the human condition. Optimistic?
Like chicken soup for a cold, it
couldn’t hurt. And considering what
we’ve been through these past three
years, topped off by this latest,
worldwide challenge to our
wellbeing, a film espousing the
achievability of finding The Way
Back is just what the doctor ordered.

***
The Way Back, rated R, is a

Warner Bros. release directed by
Gavin O’Connor and stars Ben
Affleck, Janina Gavankar and
Brandon Wilson. Running time:
108 minutes.
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Teen Arts Fest, Arbor Day Events,
NJFO, NJSO  Concerts Cancelled

COUNTY — As the COVID-19
coronavirus continues to spread in New
Jersey, the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders has announced a
number of arts related cancellations.

The Arbor Day Tree Training Pro-
gram originally scheduled for April 2
has been cancelled along with the Union
County Arbor Day Poetry Contest.

The contest offers students, currently
enrolled in grades 4 through 8, an
opportunity to obtain a greater under-
standing of Arbor Day by allowing
them to portray the importance of trees
to our natural environment and man-
made landscapes, by focusing on the
benefits, beauty, and contributions of
trees to our communities. All poems
received are categorized by grade and
judged with winners chosen for first,
second, and third places at each grade
level. The winners are presented with
a monetary reward and a certificate at
an awards ceremony held at a Free-
holders meeting.

The 2020 Union County Teen Arts
Festival has also been postponed. The
annual event was originally sched-
uled for March 12 and 13.

Also canceled was a free perfor-
mance of Reclaiming Our Voice: New
Jersey’s Role in Woman Suffrage. The
event was organized through the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, and was to be held
March 18 at 6:30 p.m. at the Liberty
Hall Museum Carriage House at Kean
University in Union Township.

Locally, the Westfield-based New
Jersey Festival Orchestra cancelled
its performances of “Opera’s Ulti-
mate Odd Couple” that was sched-
uled for last weekend at Drew Uni-
versity in Madison. Anyone that had
reservations for either of these per-
formances is invited to exchange your
tickets for the NJFO season finale
performance “Russian Nights” on
Saturday, May 30 in Westfield or

Sunday, May 31 in Madison, or for
another future NJFO performance of
their choice next season.

 The Westfield Community Con-
cert band has cancelled spring con-
cert that was scheduled for tonight,
March 19, at 7:30 p.m. at Edison
Intermediate School, located at 800
Rahway Avenue. Thomas Connors,
conductor and music director of the
band, had prepared a program that
was highlighted by classical and con-
temporary selections for wind band.

The band, in its 108th concert
season, is scheduled to hold its an-
nual Summer Concert Series on
Thursdays, June 25, July 2, July 9
and July 16 in Westfield’s
Mindowaskin Park.

The New Jersey Symphony Or-
chestra has postponed its concerts
through May 10.

“The health and safety of our pa-
trons, musicians, staff and commu-
nities are of paramount importance
to the NJSO. With the escalation of
the COVID-19 pandemic, and with
many of our patrons and communi-
ties falling into the categories of
those most vulnerable to this virus,
postponing these additional concerts
and activities is the best way for us to
do our part to protect our communi-
ties,” NJSO President and Chief
Executive Officer Gabriel van Aalst
said.

The NJSO offices are also closed
with staff will work remotely.
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KREUSSER (260 PTS) LED SCORING, REBOUNDS, ASSISTS; DWYER 36 3-POINTERS; DURSEE 70 STEALS

Lady Blue Devils Gelled Well; Won UCT Crown, Finish 21-6
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Expectations of a fine season
suffered a hiccup very early on

with a season-ending injury to
sophomore Grace Klag but after
a few bumps and adjustments,
this year’s Westfield High School

girls basketball team came up
with the right formula to win the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
Championship and to finish with
a 21-6 record. Facing a 4-5 record
after a 54-48 loss to the Oak
Knoll Royals, the Lady Blue Dev-
ils reeled off 17 straight victories

before bowing to the Ridge Red
Devils in the section quarterfinals.

Prior to the setback to Oak
Knoll the Blue Devils’ other losses
were to Montgomery (56-41),
Bayonne (60-55), Hunterdon
Central (30-24) and Chatham
(47-37). But during that run, the
Blue Devils had key regular-sea-
son wins over Oak Knoll (35-31),
Union Catholic (58-49), Cranford

twice, Morristown (39-35) and
especially the New Providence
Pioneers (48-45), who were 20-
1 just before the first round of
the UCT. The Pioneers went on to
win the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 1 title.

After receiving the top seed for
the UCT, the Blue Devils scorched
Dayton, 59-30, to earn Head
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Coach Liz McKeon her 100th ca-
reer win and AL Johnson, 52-42,
to set up another showdown with
Oak Knoll in the semifinals, which
they won in a 40-36 thriller to
face the Governor Livingston
Highlanders, who they soundly
defeated 64-37 for the UCT
crown. The only other UCT title
for the Blue Devils was in 2008.

The Lady Blue Devils received
the fifth seed for the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-
ment and soundly defeated
Edison, 62-25, then their season
ended with a 46-40 loss to Ridge.

Seniors Caroline Dwyer, Faith
Dobosiewicz, Ali Lisanti and
Amanda Paden provided fine
leadership to their young team
that did have a number of very
talented underclassmen.

Dwyer proved to be tough un-
der the boards with 77 rebounds
but was the most dangerous Blue
Devil from the outside, sinking
36 3-pointers and finishing with
171 points to go with 38 steals,
25 assists and a block.
Dobosiewicz was frightening to
all opponents everywhere and
finished with 47 steals, 10 blocked
shots, 93 rebounds, 15 assists
and 175 points, which included
11 3-pointers and 46 free throws
(2nd on team). Lisanti put up
144 points and was second on
the team with 30 3-pointers to
go with 51 steals, 38 assists, 14
blocks and 43 rebounds. With
limited court time, Paden con-
tributed six points, eight re-
bounds, six steals and an assist.

Junior Charlotte Dursee, the

master of defense, led the team
with 70 steals, while providing
91 points (5 3-pointers), 56 re-
bounds, 41 assists and a block.
Sophomore Chloe Kreusser was
another person who seemed to

be everywhere. She led the team
in scoring with 260 points, in-
cluding 47 free throws, in re-
bounds with 219 and in assists
with 54. She also had 54 steals
and 13 blocks. Junior Emma
Pietrewicz finished with 57 points
(6 3-pointers), 13 rebounds, 11
assists, five steals and a block.

Two freshmen, Paige Gorzcyca
and Annie Ryan, really pleased
Blue Devil Head Coach Liz
McKeon. Gorzcyca scored 181
points, including 14 3-pointers,
grabbed 166 rebounds and added
40 thefts, 23 assists and four
blocks. Ryan scored 165 points,
including 14 3-pointers, grabbed
84 rebounds, swiped 56 basket-
balls and added 31 assists and
13 blocks.

Junior Kait Allegro finished with

10 points, 18 rebounds, six steals,
an assist and a block and junior
JJ Millstein had 11 points, five
rebounds and two steals. Sopho-
more Phoebe Chadowitz finished
with 36 points, 26 rebounds, 15
steals, 16 assists and a block.
Freshman Sutton Factor contrib-
uted 34 points, including a 3-
pointer, 23 rebounds, 16 assists,
11 steals and a block. Sopho-
more Kalea Calugay contributed
two points, two rebounds and a
steal.

With the return of such depth
that was enjoyed this season and
a healthy Grace Klag, the Blue
Devils should be expecting an-
other fabulous season next year.
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