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DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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•

Start Your

Sales Engines!
goleader.com/form/bulletin 1601529

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company

Bloomington, IL

I’m here to help life go right™, 
by saving you time and money 
when you combine your home 
and auto insurance.
CALL ME TODAY.

See why 
millions trust  
us for Home 
& Auto.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Celebrating Our 30th Year!

Superintendent Rubin Announces
Cranford Public Schools Closed

March 13, 2020
Dear Cranford School Community,
With the safety of our school

community as our top priority, we
want to inform you that the District
will be implementing its Emergency
Education Plan (Home Instructional
Distance Learning) on Monday,
March 16, due to public health
concerns related to Coronavirus
(COVID19). This decision was made
in collaboration with the township
health officer. We want to assure the
Cranford community, we have not
had a confirmed case of COVID-19
within the Cranford Public Schools.

We are making this decision as a
proactive measure for the safety of
our students, staff, and the entire
Cranford community at-large. We will
keep the main entrances of all school
buildings open on Monday, March
16, from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m., in order
to give students time to collect any
belongings they may need for a
prolonged closure. Students should
also be sure to remove any perishable
items from their lockers during this
time. On Monday, Chromebooks will
also be available at your child’s
respective school for those who
requested them. After Monday, the
district will be closed to students.

The home instructional plan will
begin on Monday, March 16. [The
link to a dedicated section of the
website which will provide
information regarding the plan is
https://www.cranfordschools.org/
Page/1343] More information will be

posted here as it becomes available.
Please know that if you require food
as part of the free and reduced lunch
program we will contact you directly
so that you are aware of the procedure
for food delivery.

Parents and guardians can expect
further information regarding the
home instructional plan, including
procedures for Monday’s pick-up of
materials, from their child’s respective
principal.

It is difficult to determine when the
buildings will reopen, but right now
we are implementing the distance
learning plan effective Monday,
March 16, through Friday, March 27.
All field trips, school events, and
activities are also postponed, effective
today, for as long as the buildings
remain closed. Some events may be
rescheduled for future dates once
schools are reopened. We will evaluate
the situation each week and, if
necessary, extend our distance
learning program.

This is an extremely fluid situation,
with developing information coming
out every day. We understand that
these are uncharted waters and further
questions will arise. Please know that
we are committed to working with
you in finding solutions and we do
believe as a community there is no
obstacle we cannot overcome.

We thank you in advance for your
flexibility, patience, understanding,
and partnership.

Scott Rubin, Superintendent
Cranford Public Schools
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SPF Superintendent Addresses
School Closures, Distance Learning

March 13,2020
Thank you for your patience and

understanding as we navigate the
evolving circumstances of COVID-
19.

There are currently no known cases
of COVID-19 in Scotch Plains or
Fanwood but in an abundance of con-
cern for our students and staff, begin-
ning Monday, March 16, 2020, all
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools will be closed until further
notice. All extracurricular activities
are canceled as well.

During this closing, our adminis-
trators, principals, supervisors and
teachers have put plans in place for
at- home learning activities for our
students. By the end of the day today,
posted on our district website, https:/
/www.spfk 12.org under the “Our
District and Community” tab, will be
at-home learning resources for the
next two weeks. The resources will
be organized by grade from pre-kin-
dergarten to Grade 4, and through
Google Classroom for students in
Grades 5 to 12. These learning re-
sources are intended to reinforce,
maintain and extend learning that has
been taught in school, and to meet
New Jersey Department of
Education’s home instruction require-
ment. Should it be necessary to keep
schools closed beyond the next two
weeks, additional at-home learning

resources will be posted.
Parent-teacher and student-teacher

communication is important during
this time of closure. Parents and stu-
dents are encouraged to email any
questions about assignments or
progress to their teachers. Teachers
will respond by the end of the next
school day. Administrators will be
working on your behalf as well, and
are available by email for consulta-
tion or advisement as needed.

If your student is sick and is unable
to work on their assignment, you
should call your student’s school to
have their absence recorded.

We want to emphasize that we are in
a state of public health emergency and
want to reinforce following health guide-
lines developed by the CDC (Centers
for Disease Control on Prevention),
which include discouraging children
and teens from gathering in other pub-
lic places while school is dismissed to
help slow the spread of COVID-19.

We recognize that these closures
may bring challenges to our families
and community, but appreciate your
cooperation as we all work together
during this unprecedented time.

We will continue to keep you up-
dated as further information becomes
available.

Joan Mast
Superintendent of Schools

Garwood Mayor Todisco Gives Covid
Statement, Special Store Hours

When I gave my second annual
Mayor’s State of the Borough this
past January, I spoke of how the
unexpected will inevitably happen.
That time has come with the
COVID-19 pandemic.  The times
we are living in are truly unprec-
edented. It requires us not to panic,
but take the situation seriously and
act accordingly.

On Saturday afternoon, I received
a call from our health officer that
Garwood had just received test re-
sults of an individual who tested
positive for COVID-19. This 62-
year-old individual is currently iso-
lated at home and is in stable condi-
tion. Personal information may not
be disclosed due to patient privacy
laws. The health department began
its response immediately after this
notification of a positive case. Any-
one who has been in contact with
this person will be notified and will
be requested to self-quarantine for
a period of 14 days as that is the
incubation period of the virus. While
we may not personally know this
individual, we wish them a speedy
recovery. Please keep them in your
prayers.

Before the news of this positive
case, Garwood began putting in
place regulations and continues to
do in order to keep the public safe.
On Monday, I signed a Declaration
of Emergency.

Garwood is following the regula-
tions set forth by Governor Phil
Murphy’s Executive Order No. 104,
which was effective at 8 p.m. Mon-
day night. Per the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order, all non-essential busi-
nesses must close for business each
day at 8 p.m. beginning Monday,
March 16. All restaurants are only
permitted to offer delivery and/or
take out services. Also, non-essen-
tial businesses are limited to 50
persons or fewer.

I have spoken with the managers of
ShopRite and Kings who are volun-
tarily maintaining the first 1 hour of
opening each day for customers who
are 55 and older only as well as high-
risk. I thank them both for their coop-
eration and support. As these are the
busiest places during this state of
emergency, I strongly encourage all
customers to be patient and respect-
ful as these grocery store workers are
working harder than ever before to
keep up with the volume.

Now in regards to the public
scope, here are the following regu-
lations: All public buildings and
facilities are closed to the public.
All public events and activities are
canceled. The municipal court is
closed. Parks are open. Visitors are
recommended to avoid using play-
ground equipment and to maintain
the recommended six feet of per-
sonal space.

I have placed these special regu-

lations for The Village Senior Hous-
ing given its community there has
higher vulnerability to this virus.
All non-caregiver visitors are re-
stricted. Caregivers and delivery
services are permitted to drop off
supplies only. Residents are urged
to stay in their apartments. These
regulations became effective on
March 17 at 5 p.m. and will remain
until this Declaration of Emergency
is lifted.

Additionally, this Declaration of
Emergency allows any other action
that is deemed necessary for the
public good to be put in place.

As I’ve mentioned before, please
call the 24/7 NJ COVID-19 Hotline
at 1-800-222-1222 if you have gen-
eral questions about novel
coronavirus.

Very important: The Borough Hall
administrative staff began working
remotely starting March 17. There-
fore, if you have general questions
pertaining to the borough, please call
(732) 770-2418. This information was
also put on the borough website and
sent through a Nixle alert.

I am truly grateful for all the bor-
ough employees, businesses, and
citizens who I have been in contact
with. Everyone is working hard, is
supportive, and is ready to do the
necessary steps to flatten the curve
and save lives.

Please contact me directly at
STodisco@garwood.org or (908)
377-7890 if you have any questions
or concerns. As always, I am here
for you.

Thank you in advance for your
cooperation during this state of
emergency. By taking these neces-
sary precautions and by working
together, I am confident we will
come out of this stronger than ever.

Sara Todisco
Mayor of Garwood

NO PLAYING...The playground at Washington Elementary School in Westfield
is surrounded with caution tape to keep the public off the equipment during the
COVID-19 Pandemic.

March 16 Town of Westfield Novel
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update

Thanks to everyone for your con-
tinued patience as information contin-
ues to evolve and inform our decision-
making process to help protect the
community.

CONFIRMED CASES
As of today (March 16), there are

178 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in
New Jersey, eight of which are in
Union County. This includes a second
confirmed case in Westfield -- a 45-
year-old male who is stable and man-
aging symptoms at home. All indi-
viduals considered to be close con-
tacts have been reached and asked to
self-quarantine for 14 days.

The county today indicated that plans
are underway to establish a drive-up
COVID-19 testing facility location,
with anticipated timing for a limited
initial roll out expected within the next
week.

As a reminder, now is the time to
stay home as much as possible, avoid
crowds, and keep six to 10 feet apart
from other people if you have to go
out. All non-essential travel and out-
ings should be postponed.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY
OPERATIONS

Beginning Tuesday, March 17, all
municipal buildings in Westfield will
be closed to the public, with the excep-
tion of the entrance to the police de-
partment. All non-essential town em-
ployees will be sent home to work
remotely, and residents are reminded
to use email addresses and phone num-
bers listed for each department on the
town website, and to make payments
online when possible.

A drop box for payments will be
available in the police department,
and a bin for the deposit of building
applications and other paperwork rel-
evant to planning, zoning, and engi-
neering will be available outside of the
public works building at 959 North
Avenue. Essential service employees
such as public works, police, fire, and
EMS have taken additional precau-
tions, such as staggered shifts and re-
duction in shared vehicles as much as
possible. In addition, all Union County
buildings will close to the public be-
ginning tomorrow.

EXECUTIVE ORDER ISSUED
BY GOVERNOR MURPHY

As part of a regional approach by
New Jersey, New York and Connecti-
cut to combat the coronavirus, today
Governor Murphy called for the clo-
sure of restaurants and bars for eat-in
service. Movie theaters, gyms and ca-
sinos are also temporarily closed. Su-
permarkets, pharmacies, gas stations
and medical offices will remain open,
and all non-essential travel between 8
p.m. and 5 a.m is highly discouraged.

These measures are largely in line
with what we announced yesterday for
Westfield as part of the Virtual Down-
town model we are pursuing to help
support our local businesses, while
also prioritizing public health. I re-
main grateful to our businesses for
their flexibility and patience in these
unprecedented times. Additional de-
tails about delivery and curbside ser-
vice will be available shortly from the
Downtown Westfield Corp. (DWC) .

SUGGESTED JUVENILE CUR-
FEW

While the state has asked that all
residents suspend non-essential travel
between 8 p.m. and 5 a.m., the
Westfield Police Department is imple-
menting a public curfew for those un-
der 18 during these hours without be-
ing accompanied by an adult. While
this isn’t mandatory, we strongly en-

courage parents to ensure their chil-
dren comply.

PARKING
As announced yesterday, the town

will suspend enforcement of all me-
tered parking effective March 17. In
order to help facilitate curbside pick-
up from restaurants and retail estab-
lishments, the spaces along Quimby
Street, East Broad St. (Prospect to
Elm), Elm St. (North to East Broad),
and South Avenue are designated as
15-minute spots for this purpose. All
employees of local businesses are re-
quired to park in municipal lots or in
their permit-assigned areas.

RECYCLING
The town’s recycling provider,

Giordano Company, Inc., continues to
provide all scheduled service at this
time.

GROCERY STORES
In an effort to help with crowding

issues, area grocery stores -- including
Stop & Shop, ShopRite, King’s, and
Trader Joe’s -- have made changes to
their schedules and, in some cases, are
providing dedicated entrances or shop-
ping hours for senior citizens. We have
also asked them to limit crowd capac-
ity to 50 percent. We are prepared to
implement voluntary crowd manage-
ment protocols if crowds continue.
Please be sure to check with them for
updated information.

STAY INFORMED
Thanks to all of you who have com-

mitted to staying informed as we com-
municate a significant amount of in-
formation each day. We are doing ev-
erything we can to answer your ques-
tions and provide clarity, and we ask
for your patience as we work through
some of these unprecedented issues
with the benefit of the community al-
ways top of mind.

As a reminder, here are the best
ways to receive information:

Follow Mayor Brindle and the Town
of Westfield on social media
(@MayorBrindle and
@TownofWestfield)

Refer to the Coronavirus Informa-
tion Center on our website,
westfieldnj.gov/coronavirus

Subscribe to Nixle alerts by texting
07090 to 888-777

Enroll in our email updates,
westfieldnj.gov/townupdates

Seniors requesting information about
services can call (908) 301-1287, or
email westfieldnjseniors@gmail.com.

For all other questions about the
town’s efforts related to COVID-19,
email covid19@westfieldnj.gov

Thanks again for your support and
ongoing commitment to our com-
munity.

Township of Cranford
COVID-19 Update

March 16, 2020 - 12 a.m.
As of March 15, New Jersey has

announced 100 confirmed cases of
Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) and,
so far, two deaths. With confirmed cases
in Garwood, Westfield, Berkeley
Heights, and Linden, it is only a matter
of time before Cranford’s first con-
firmed case.

This is an unprecedented situation
that has already disrupted daily life.
After much discussion the township
committee, with the Downtown Man-
agement Corporation (DMC), is taking
major proactive steps to protect the
health of the general public, business
owners, their employees, and patrons.
It is our collective responsibility to take
action to reduce the transmission of
coronavirus in Cranford.

Effective Monday, March 16 at 5
p.m., all non-essential businesses in
Cranford Township must eliminate pub-
lic access in an effort to mitigate the
spread of COVID-19 within our com-
munity. Within the Township of
Cranford, this applies to retail busi-
nesses, restaurants, bars, personal ser-
vices businesses (salons, barbers, nail
salons, etc.), gyms, spas, and cafes.
These steps are being taken to protect
both our residents as well as employees
of our local businesses. We are urging
both businesses and residents to com-
ply with these restrictions for the ben-
efit of our community.

These restrictions will remain in place
for at least two weeks. During that time,
we will continue monitoring this rap-
idly evolving situation closely and keep
business owners and the public ap-
prised of changes. Further restrictions
may very well be required going for-
ward.

Businesses of all types are permitted
to provide curbside pickup. The DMC
will work closely with business owners
to promote those services, as well as

online initiatives that support the busi-
ness community.

Exceptions to these restrictions are
pharmacies, health care providers, gro-
cery/food stores, banks and professional
offices; these businesses will remain
open. Healthcare providers (doctors,
dentists, and counseling services) are,
however, urged to limit patients to emer-
gency services. In the meantime, we
strongly encourage our residents to
continue supporting local businesses
by ordering food for curbside pickup or
delivery, visiting business websites for
online purchasing and buying gift cer-
tificates for future use.

We all recognize this is difficult for
our businesses, but these actions are
meant to protect owners as well as the
public. We remain committed to sup-
porting our business community now
and long after this emergency is re-
solved.

It is important to keep up to date with
accurate information available from the
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention Website at www.cdc.gov. Here
are some every day preventative mea-
sures you can follow (as instructed by
the CDC):

• Wash your hands often with soap
and water for at least 20 seconds, espe-
cially after going to the bathroom; be-
fore eating; and after blowing your
nose, coughing, or sneezing.

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose,
and mouth with unwashed hands.

• If soap and water are not readily
available, use an alcohol-based hand
sanitizer with at least 60 percent alco-
hol.

• Avoid close contact with people
who are sick.

• Clean and disinfect frequently
touched objects and surfaces using a
regular household cleaning spray or
wipe. (doorknobs, light switches, key-
boards, telephones, copy machines).

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
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