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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
75-77 N Bridge St., Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.
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Mayor Brindle Announces Closures,
Restrictions Due to COVID-19

COVID-19 Update: March 15
I want to thank all of you for your

concern, diligence, offers to help, and
questions about this evolving
situation. Clearly, we are in uncharted
territory as our lives are all temporarily
disrupted by this pandemic.

I remain in constant contact with
officials at the state and county levels,
and also with our town leadership to
ensure we are making the best
decisions we can for the community
with the information available to us.
Today I have updates on several fronts:

CONFIRMED CASES
As of today, there are 100 confirmed

cases of COVID-19 in New Jersey,
four of which are in Union County. As
you know, we now have one confirmed
case of COVID-19 in Westfield — a
resident in their 40s who remains stable
while managing symptoms at home.
The process of case investigation and
contact tracing was immediately
initiated by our health department, and
notification to all other individuals who
have been identified as close contacts
has occurred within Westfield and the
surrounding areas. These individuals
have been asked to self-quarantine for
14 days. I know you all join me in
keeping this resident and family in
your prayers during this very difficult
time.

ADDITIONAL CLOSURES
In order to prioritize public health

above all else, we will need to
implement restrictions within
Westfield to further mitigate the spread
of COVID-19.

Town Hall and all other municipal
buildings will be closed to the public,
effective Tuesday, March 17, with the
exception of the entrance to the police
department, where we will continue
to provide a drop box for payments. 

While our parks will remain open
for those looking to spend family time
outdoors, all town playgrounds and
fields (as well as those on Westfield
Public Schools’ properties) will be
closed to discourage organized group
gatherings, effective immediately.
Please comply with these closures
voluntarily so that we do not have to
utilize valuable WPD resources
enforcing them.

BUSINESS COMMUNITY
I want to extend enormous thanks to

our business owners for all of their
efforts to keep their doors open and
serve our community, as well as to our
residents for their ongoing commitment
to Westfield’s businesses.

Because these are unprecedented
times calling for unprecedented
measures, effective March 17, we will
be closing foot traffic within all non-
essential businesses in the downtown
Special Improvement District (SID),
with the exception of pharmacies,
health care providers, and grocery
stores. We are allowing for restaurant
pick up and deliveries as outlined
below.

We are also asking all non-essential
businesses outside of the downtown
special improvement district with any
public interaction to voluntarily

comply with this request — including
restaurants, shops, gyms and day care
centers that have continued to remain
open to the public. Dental offices
should be open for emergency services
only.

While we have not yet taken the
additional step of declaring a State of
Emergency that would legally require
these closures, we are prepared to do
so if we believe the public is
endangered.

I recognize how difficult this is for
our businesses, but in consultation
with various professionals, it is clear
that we cannot afford to wait any
longer to further mitigate the spread
of this pandemic.

That said, I am committed to
ensuring that we use every town
resource at our disposal to assist our
business community in the following
ways:

VIRTUAL DOWNTOWN AND
PARKING UPDATE

While our businesses will be closed
to foot traffic, the town and the
Downtown Westfield Corp. (DWC)
are working together to establish a
Virtual Downtown model that
promotes all restaurants and retailers
providing phone/email/online
ordering, as well as delivery and
storefront/curbside pick up. To that
end, the Westfield Police Department
will be suspending all parking meter
enforcement until further notice for
better access to curbside pick-up in
support of our businesses, and our
three parking enforcement officers
will be refocused to help facilitate an
efficient process for all. Information
regarding pick up and delivery options
for our downtown restaurants will be
available on the DWC website at
https://www.westfieldtoday.com.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Thank you to the many residents

who have reached out with offers to
volunteer and demonstrate the very
essence of community during this
uncertain time. We will be working
with a local non-profit organization to
set up a fund to support those in need,
including the elderly, displaced hourly
workers, and those who are sick, which
may include providing meals to those
affected. As plans materialize, my hope
is to use some of these funds to purchase
meals from various downtown
establishments to drive as much local
business as possible.

With all of these volunteer offers,
we must take great care about how we
manage any effort that involves
handling food or delivering essentials
to people. I am working closely with
Police Chief Chris Battiloro to
formulate a plan to have our school
resource officers and parking
enforcement officers redirected to
support community service needs, and
I will communicate more details as
they are finalized.

Thank you for continuing to look
out for one another, and for Westfield
overall. Stay healthy and safe.

Mayor Shelley Brindle
Westfield

Superintendent Announces Closing
Of Schools; Remote Learning Begins
Dear Westfield School Community,
Beginning on Monday, March 16,

all Westfield Public Schools will be
closed until further notice, due to
COVID-19 (coronavirus) concerns.
The decision to close our schools is
strictly preemptive. [editor: Westfield
reported its first case on Saturday.]
However, with coronavirus
developments changing minute-by-
minute, the health and safety of our
students, staff, and families remains
our number one priority. This decision
comes after discussions with the Union
County executive superintendent and
with the Westfield Regional Health
Department regarding the appropriate
response to COVID-19. Staff will
report to their buildings for a
professional development day on
Monday, March 16 to continue to
work on their remote learning plans.
There will be no at-home instruction
for students on Monday, March 16.
Students are being directed to bring
home all materials and personal
belongings in the event of a prolonged
closure. Another email will be sent
notifying parents of absent students
of a scheduled time when they will be
able to retrieve their materials before
distance learning begins.

As of Monday, March 16, all athletic
events and extracurricular activities
(including field trips) are canceled.
We understand that you will have
questions; this is a unique situation
with many unknowns. However,

please know that our staff has been
working tirelessly to prepare for this
moment. In our remote learning plan,
we have worked to provide structure
for our students with most at-home
instructional work in the morning.
Detailed information on the remote
learning plan will be communicated
via email and the Westfield Public
School District website on Monday
afternoon. If you have not done so
already, please complete our Home
Access Technology Survey. We
cannot predict how long the district
may be closed. As government and
public health officials work on how to
respond to this unprecedented
situation, we will follow their
guidance and will continue to keep
you informed. We recognize that a
school closure creates challenges for
our school community so, again, I
thank you sincerely for your flexibility
and understanding.
Dr. Margaret Dolan, Superintendent

Westfield Public Schools
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cumshaw – A tip or gratuity
2. Sarcoid – Like or consisting of flesh
3. Philter – A love potion
4. Picaroon – A rogue, pirate, or thief

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SCHEELITE
1. A catfish native to the River Nile
2. A diagrammatic representation of

something; a summary; a scheme; an
outline

3. A radical sect of Moslem
4. Calcium tungstate

INQUINATION
1. Of an alien or foreign nature
2. Bizarre; strange behavior
3. The act of defiling; corruption
4. A tendancy or leaning

YAULD
1. To pull back or retreat suddenly
2. Active, vigorous
3. Elderly, worn out
4. Breaking out in blisters

TOVARISCH
1. Unspoken; unthinkable
2. Comrade in the Soviet Union
3. A large cape, or short, full cloak

worn in the first half of the nineteenth
century

4. A disorderly, unkempt, rough per-
son

We Cannot Urge Everyone
Strongly Enough - STAY HOME

Here we are at the crossroads of
history. Never in our lifetimes,
and G-d willing, never again, have
we experienced an illness that has
caused our schools, libraries and
government buildings to shut their
doors to the public. Consumer
traffic is halted in downtown
Westfield and Cranford, with the
exception of takeout/delivery.
Even our playing fields and play-
grounds are closed.

While there is an instinct of
“coming together” as a commu-
nity, now, the only way to come
together is to stay apart. This is
being done to “flatten the curve”
and prevent spread of the virus.
Our thoughts and prayers go out
to those in our community who
are affected by the virus, and those
who have returned from foreign
countries waiting out their 14-day
home quarantine.

According to the CDC (Centers

for Disease Control and Preven-
tion), symptoms of COVID-19
range from very mild to severe —
thus some people may feel fine,
but be carrying the disease. We
must work together to protect our
vulnerable populations — our se-
niors, people with diabetes, can-
cer patients, asthma patients —
people we know and love need
our help to stop the spread.

What can we do? We can sup-
port local businesses by buying a
gift card. Get take-out from the
restaurants still operating so we
continue to social distance.

For working families this will
be especially hard to juggle. Two
to three weeks home with the
kids...or longer... Let’s think of it
as an adventure. How lucky are
we all that we live in an age where
learning can take place virtually?
Just a few years ago, when Sandy
hit our area so hard, this was not

possible.
But more importantly, you are

now your child’s teacher. Muse-
ums and libraries are off limits —
but did you know that you can
take virtual tours of nearly a dozen
museums around the world? The
Guggenheim in New York, Na-
tional Gallery of Art in Washing-
ton, D.C. and the Van Gogh Mu-
seum in Amsterdam are among
those that offer a far-off look in-
side. Take lots of long walks,
alone, or together as a family.
Start identifying trees, birds and
flowers. Stay calm, don’t touch
your face and wash your hands.

For those who feel perfectly
fine, it may feel difficult and an-
noying right now — but hope-
fully, in the not-too-distant fu-
ture, we’ll all look back on this
time as the remarkable weeks
where the world made us stop and
smell the roses.

Westfield Should Put Bond Ref.
On November Election Ballot

The Westfield Board of Edu-
cation is looking to place a bond
referendum on the ballot at
year’s end to cover construction
costs associated with a full-day
kindergarten program. Westfield
is among only 10 percent of
school districts in the state that
do not offer a full-day program.
The estimated costs are in the
$12-million range, districts of-
ficials have said.

As previously reported by this
newspaper, there are space limi-
tations within the district to
house a full-day kindergarten
program. Lincoln School is said
to be able to accommodate 420
to 440 students if full-day kin-
dergarten moves forward. The
other students would attend
Washington Elementary or
Jefferson Elementary Schools,
but each would need expansions,
as we have reported.

After construction is com-
pleted, a second referendum
question would need to go be-
fore Westfield voters for addi-

tional staffing for the extra kin-
dergarten classes, a cost the dis-
trict believes would exceed the
state’s 2-percent cap. Anything
over the cap would have to ap-
pear on election ballots.

In our opinion, the bond refer-
endum should be placed on the
November General Election bal-
lots, as all costs associated with
the General Election — such as
printing and mailing of ballots
and poll workers — would be
borne by Union County as part
of the county clerk’s budget. In
addition, as this is a Presidential
Election year, participation of
town voters would be the high-
est in this election cycle. Hold-
ing the election in December or
January, in our judgment, would
place these costs squarely on the
Westfield taxpayers. We do not
believe the district should play
this money game. And turnout
would be sparse.

School districts can put refer-
endums on ballots in the Gen-
eral Election, but not in the June

Primary Election, according to the
Union County Clerk’s Election
Division. When the school district
moved its election to November in
2012, it was said the district saved
$30,000 a year in costs.

We do not doubt the impor-
tance for Westfield of this refer-
endum, as the district needs to
expand its school buildings to
create enough space for its
kindergarteners so the district
can be competitive with other
districts, most of which have a
full-day program.

According to state law, a dis-
trict may pass its budget with-
out the consent of the voters if it
increases 2 percent or less. Any
increase above 2 percent must
be approved by voters.

Especially now, in these times
of economic uncertainty due to
COVID-19, we implore the board
to be as mindful as possible both in
the use of tax dollars and in captur-
ing the maximum number of vot-
ers. Therefore, the time to hold this
referendum is November.
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