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Expiration Deadlines
Extended for Licenses
By KEN ZIERLER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SPRINGFIELD — Assemblyman
and Republican Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) has
thanked Governor Phil Murphy for
his response for extending expiration
dates for driver licenses, registrations,
and inspection stickers. The extension
also applies to commercial driver
licenses, learner permits,
registrations, and temporary tags. In
addition, in response to COVID-19,
the New Jersey Motor Vehicle
(NJMVC) Commission  announced
that it has closed all of its  facilities.

“I would like to thank Governor
Murphy for extending the expiration
date of driver’s licenses, vehicle
registrations and car inspections,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “This extension will
provide New Jersey residents relief from
long wait times at MVC facilities.”

Mr. Bramnick held a press conference
on March 11 in front of the MVC at 34
Center Street in response to long lines
that had been occurring for several
days. The inside waiting area was so
jam-packed that the MVC had to extend
the line outside onto the sidewalk and
around the corner.

The reason for the backup was
because New Jerseyans wanted their
REAL IDs processed or simply want
to renew their licenses, and the MVC
was not equipped to handle such a
large increase in traffic.

“There’s just no reason why people
have to wait maybe four to five hours
just to renew their license,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “These are hard-
working people who were just not
expecting such long lines and long wait
times. They have to get back to work.”

At the press conference, Mr.
Bramnick called upon the Governor
Murphy to immediately extend license
expiration dates three to six months,
keep MVC offices open 24/7 and
open up satellite offices.

According to Mr. Bramnick, it takes
15 minutes to process a REAL ID
licenses. He said a MVC worker can

only see up to four people in one hour
as there are not enough trained staff,
cameras or work stations to process
the new ID cards in a timely fashion.

“And if you think the lines are long
here in Springfield, you should pay a
visit to the Newark and Rahway DMVs.
The lines are three times longer,” he said.

Mr. Bramnick also added that MVC
workers and their supervisors were
working hard to try and service
everyone. He said they just did not have
the manpower or equipment to do it all.

In addition, Mr. Bramnick said with
all the focus on the spread of the
coronavirus known as COVID-19 and
being with large crowds in close quarters,
people should have been concerned.

According to a press release from
the New Jersey Motor Vehicle
Commission, effective immediately,
the NJMVC will grant a two-month
extension for driver licenses expiring
in March, April, and May;
registrations expiring in March, April,
and May, and inspection stickers
expiring in March, April, and May.

“All residents who have their driver’s
licenses, auto registration, or vehicle
inspection due for a renewal by May
31 will receive an automatic two-month
extension,” Governor Murphy said,
according to the release. “Keeping
New Jerseyans out of crowded Motor
Vehicle agencies is another step we
can take to limit exposure and hold the
line against the spread of COVID-19.”

“Extending the expiration dates will
reduce the numbers of customers who
come through our agencies daily,
helping us to reduce the risk to New
Jerseyans,” NJMVC Chief Sue Fulton
said. “We also strongly encourage
customers to renew their licenses and
registrations online if they are eligible.”

For expiration dates falling in
March, the renewal deadline is
extended to May; for expiration dates
falling in April, the renewal deadline
is extended to June; for expiration
dates falling in May, the renewal
deadline is extended to July. The
NJMVC website is NJMVC.gov.

Union County Announces
Cancellations, Changes

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders advises
residents that essential county services
will continue to operate during the
coronavirus COVID-19 outbreak, and
that certain social services will be
expanded or modified to provide
assistance to those in need. In support
of statewide efforts to slow the spread
of the virus, certain non-essential
activities and programs have been
suspended.

“In response to the outbreak, Union
County has implemented a
comprehensive plan to continue
providing essential services, including
social services and public safety
services, while also taking preventive
measures in accordance with the
recommendations of public health
experts,” Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said. “By
working together, we can all help
slow the spread of COVID-19 and
protect our community.”

Public health professionals have
determined that COVID-19 is a
serious public health concern that
requires swift, decisive action in
order to prevent it from spreading.
Most persons with COVID-19 do
not experience extreme symptoms,
but persons who are elderly or who
have underlying health conditions
are at risk for severe illness or
death.

Persons with non-essential business
are encouraged to contact Union
County offices by phone or online
when possible. While all other
essential social services will continue
to operate, the following services are
impacted:

Department of Parks and Rec.
All permits for County athletic

fields are revoked. Warinanco Sports
Center is closed to the public. All
events at Masker’s Barn are cancelled.

Effective Sunday, March 15, the
Trailside Nature and Science Center
is closed, including open visiting
hours and all scheduled activities.

Watchung Stable is closed to the
general public (boarders only are
allowed on premises for horse care).

Golf is currently available at Ash
Brook and Galloping Hill for online
registration only, in order to limit use
of indoor facilities. Intervals between
tee times have been extended and
golf carts will be sanitized.

Hours at the Learning Center at
Galloping Hill have been curtailed to
11 a.m. to 6 p.m., and users will be
limited to small and medium-sized
buckets. Credit and debit cards only
will be accepted; no cash transactions.

The Red Knot restaurant at
Galloping Hill is closed for a la carte
service effective March 14, until
further notice. The Tavern at Ash
Brook will be open Tuesdays through
Sundays from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. Credit
and debit cards only will be accepted;
no cash transactions.

Department of Human Services
The Route 22 Shuttle is suspended.
Effective March 16, the Paratransit

System be available only for necessary
medical trips.

The Meals on Wheels program will
close all congregate meal sites by
March 18 or earlier. Home-delivered
meals will continue on an expanded

basis, including meal delivery on
request for seniors who no longer
have access to a local congregate
meal site (please call Meals on Wheels
at (908) 486-5100 for assistance.

The Pediatric Immunization Clinic
at 40 Parker Road in Elizabeth will
remain open until further notice.

All activities and programs
organized through the Office for
People with Disabilities and Special
Needs are cancelled.

Emergency shelter will continue to
be available to homeless persons
(persons requesting assistance can call
the Union County Division of Social
Services at (908) 965-2700 during
regular business hours, or call the
Statewide Homeless Hotline after
hours at 211 or 877-652-1148.

Persons receiving or in need of
SNAP food assistance may call Social
Services at (908) 965-2700 for
assistance by phone.

Twenty-four hour emergency
psychiatric services will be available
by phone through the Union County
Mobile Community Outreach (adults)
at (908) 994-7131 and through the
Union County Mobile Response and
Stabilization (Children) at 877-652-
7624.

In addition, Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital may be contacted
at (732) 381-4200, and Overlook
Medical Center may be contacted at
(908) 522-2000.

Information about other mental
health and addiction services in Union
County is available during business
hours by calling (908) 527-4846 or
908-527-4844.

The Union County Rape Crisis
Hotline will continue to take calls
from persons in need of assistance
due to sexual assault through the 24-
hour hotline:  (908) 233-RAPE.

For assistance with youth in crisis
or who are unable to remain in their
homes, call (908) 514-2313.

County Clerk
Passport services will be available

by appointment beginning on March
14 in Westfield. Please call (908)
654-9575. The Elizabeth location will
operate as normal.

Frequent land records submitters,
such as law firms and banks, are
encouraged to use an e-filing service
(the vendors used by the county clerk
are Corporation Service Company and
SimpliFile.

County Sheriff
Sheriff’s Sales are suspended for

remainder of March.
Superior Court of Union County

Petit Jury selection is suspended
although active trials are continuing.

Surrogate Court
For the safety of the public and

employees, the Surrogate Court is
advising all clients to please call (908)
527-4280 to determine the best time
to visit the office. This will be done to
control the number of contacts at any
one time.

County Tax Assessor’s Office
Effective immediately, property tax

appeals filings to the Union County
Tax Assessor’s Office will only be
accepted via regular mail or by filing
online at http://
w w w. n j a p p e a l o n l i n e . c o m /
prodappealonline/home.aspx

Quijano Commends
 Decision on Bump Stock

 TRENTON — In response to the
recent decision by the U.S. Supreme
Court to uphold a federal ban on
bump stocks, which enable semi-
automatic weapons to fire as rapidly
as machine guns, Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano (D-20th, Union)
released the following statement:

 “In 2017, our hearts broke with the
news that 59 people lost their lives in a
mass shooting at a Las Vegas concert.
We wondered, ‘How could this happen?
How could so many be lost?’ The answer
became clear: a bump stock. Using this
device turned the gunman’s weapon
into one that was far more dangerous. I
can’t help but think less innocent lives
would have been lost if the gunman
hadn’t used a bump stock.

 “The average gun owner has no
need for a bump stock. I was proud to
sponsor a law to ban bump stocks in
New Jersey, which protects the public
from these unsafe and unnecessary
devices without infringing on our
second amendment rights.

“I’m pleased the Supreme Court

came to the same reasonable
conclusion in upholding a similar
ban nationwide. This is a matter of
safety and should not be taken
lightly.”

COVID-19 in County:
Human Services Update

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has
updated guidelines for accessing
essen t ia l  human se rv ices
programs during the COVID-19
outbreak.

“Residents can continue to access
vital services while observing basic
guidelines for limiting the spread of
the virus, including social distancing,”
Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said.

Residents in need are advised to
contact county offices by phone
whenever possible.

The following services have been
impacted:

American Job Centers
·   Both of the American Job Centers

(in Elizabeth and Plainfield) are open
at this time. However, please call
ahead in case of changes.

Paratransit
·  Effective Monday, March 16, the

Union County Paratransit System will
run only life-sustaining medical trips.

·  All other transportation is
cancelled until further notice,
including the Route 22 Safety Shuttle.

Meals on Wheels
·  All congregate sites will be closed

effective Wednesday, March 18 (some
have already been closed by their
jurisdictions).

·  Any person who previously
used one of the 23 congregate
meals sites and continues to need
assistance with meals can call
Union County Meals on Wheels at
(908) 527-4870.

·  Home-delivered meals for
persons with disabilities and seniors
over 60 and older will continue and
will be expanded for persons in need
of meals in their homes, while
observing precautions for limiting
contact.

Emergency Shelter for Persons who
are Homeless

·  Persons who are homeless, or
anyone assisting a homeless person
can call the Division of Social
Services at (908) 965-2700. All
arrangements for assistance will be
made by phone.

·  After 4 p.m., all after-hours
referrals for shelter should be directed
to the Statewide Homeless Hotline,
211 or 877-652-1148.
Snap Food Stamps, Cash  Assistance,
Work Requirements

·  To apply for SNAP food
assistance, or cash assistance under
the Work First New Jersey program,
Union County residents may do so
online at NJHelps.org. An office visit
is not required, as the Union County
Division of Social Services will have
staff is available to conduct interviews
by phone.

·  Work First New Jersey cash
assistance clients who are due for
their case to be reviewed in March or
April will receive a 60-day extension.
The extension is automatic and does
not require an office visit.

·  SNAP food assistance or Work
First New Jersey cash assistance
clients are excused from their work
activity requirement without penalty.
This includes people who are applying
for Work First New Jersey General
Assistance and who are in a work
activity for 28 days while their
application is being reviewed. Please

note that voluntary participation in a
work activity is allowed, if the activity
is conducted in accordance with social
distancing guidelines for preventing
the spread of COVID-19.

·  Clients are encouraged to mail or
fax any needed paperwork to the
Division of Social Services offices.
For those dropping off papers by hand,
use the drop boxes located in the front
lobbies of the Social Services offices
at 342 Westminster Avenue in
Elizabeth or 200 West Second Street
in Plainfield.

The following offices are available
to persons needing other assistance:

24-Hour Emergency Psychiatric
Services

·  Mobile Community Outreach
(Adults): (908) 994-7131

·  Union County Mobile Response
and Stabilization (Children): 877-
652-7624

·  RWJ University Hospital: (732)
381-4200

· Overlook Medical Center: (908)
522-2000

·  For information about mental
health or addiction services in Union
County, call (908) 527-4846 or (908)
527-4844.

24-Hour Rape Crisis Hotline
·  Persons in need of assistance due

to sexual assault should call the 24-
hour hotline: (908) 233-RAPE

Family Crisis Information
·  Persons in need of 24/7 response

within one-hour for youths in crisis or
unable to remain in their homes can
call (908) 514-2313.

Immunization Clinic
·  Until further notice the Pediatric

Immunization Clinic remains open at
Parker Road, Elizabeth, NJ.

For more information about
services provided by the Division of
Human services visit online at
ucnj .org/departments /human-
services.

For additional updates on all
county services impacted by
COVID-19, including recreation
cancellations and closures, visit
ucnj.org/coronavirus.

Members of the public with
questions about COVID-19 can call
the New Jersey Department of Health
Novel Coronavirus Call Center at 1-
800-222-1222. The call center is open
24/7 and offers guidance in several
languages.

Please note that this number is for
the general public only. Clinicians
should call their local health
department for guidance.

NJT Protecting Customers
Against COVID-19

NEWARK — NJ Transit has
launched a dedicated web page
offering a centralized location to
highlight the many initiatives the
agency has undertaken to protect
customers and employees against
COVID-19. The web page,
njtransit.com/COVID19, is available
on both desktop and through the
mobile app.

In addition to outlining the steps
the agency has taken, the website also
includes a Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQ) section. Posters
reminding customers of best-practices
to prevent the spread of germs will be
appearing on NJ Transit vehicles
throughout the system in the coming
days.

NJ Transit has enhanced its cleaning
efforts to include disinfecting vehicles
every 24 hours. Hard surface cleaning
and disinfecting typically includes
handholds, arm rests, seating areas
and restrooms.

Our enhanced cleaning regimen in
stations includes additional
disinfecting of frequent customer
touch points such as ticket vending
machines, handrails, door handles. In
major stations and terminals, this
occurs once every shift.

The cleaning agents used in this
effort are deemed effective for these
purposes and contain anti-viral
components such as bleach/water
mixes and other disinfectant sprays.
Areas regularly cleaned include are
doors, door knobs, windows, benches,
partitions, trash cans, elevators,
escalators, handrails, ledges, all
restrooms and floor surfaces and all
floor mats.

“NJ Transit is closely engaged with
the New Jersey Department of Health
and other state and federal resources
to carefully monitor, and if need be,
respond to emergent health concerns
that have the ability to impact
customers and employees,” according
to a press release issued Friday
afternoon.

The Centers for Disease and
Control and Prevention (CDC) offer
the following preventative steps for
the coronavirus:

Stay home if you are sick; wash
your hands often with soap and water
for at least 20 seconds; avoid
touching your eyes, nose and mouth
with unwashed hands; avoid close
contact with those who are sick; cover
your cough or sneeze with a tissue,
throw the tissue in the trash, then
wash hands.

For more information, please visit
the following websites: New Jersey
Department of Health: https://
www.nj.gov/health/ and CDC: https:/
/ e m e r g e n c y . c d c . g o v / h a n /
han00427.asp

Stop & Shop Cuts
Hours, Adds Senior Slot

REGION — In order to allow more
time for unloading deliveries and
stocking shelves, Stop & Shop has
adjusted its hours of operation to
7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. at most of its
stores.

Effective on Thursday, March
19, Stop & Shop will create hours
specif ica l ly  geared to
accommodate customers 60 and
older. Stores will open from 6 a.m.
to 7:30 a.m. ONLY for customers
over the age of 60.

Although Stop & Shop will not be
requesting ID for entry, they request
that customers respect the purpose of
the early opening older customers. Stop
& Shop will reserve the right to ask
customers to leave if they are not a
member of this age group.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXPIRATION DATES EXTENDED...Assembly Republican Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) stands outside the Springfield Motor Vehicle
Services  office where lines of people waited for services such as the new REAL
ID driver’s licenses. Governor Phil Murphy (D-NJ) has extended time periods
for expiration dates for driver licenses, registrations and inspection stickers.
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