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CEASAR GETS HIS VEST...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli and Sheriff’s
Officer Nelson Agurto thank Dr. Julie Tropeano for sponsoring a bullet and stab
protective vest for Union County Sheriff’s Office K9 Ceasar.

County Warns Against
Price Gouging for COVID-19

COUNTY — New Jersey Governor
Phil Murphy has declared a public
health emergency due to the expected
spread of COVID-19 in New Jersey.
As part of the declaration, Governor
Murphy invoked the New Jersey
Consumer Fraud Act, which prohibits
excessive price increases by
businesses during and immediately
following a declared state of
emergency.

“Price gouging is illegal during
and after a declared emergency,
it’s as simple as that,” Union
County Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said. “We
encourage any resident or visitor
to report excessively high prices
for sanitizer and other items to the

county’s Office of Consumer
Affairs.”

Consumers who suspect price
gouging in Union County can
contact the Office of Consumer
Affairs at (908) 654-9840 or use the
online complaint form at ucnj.org/
public-safety/office-of-consumer-
affairs.

The Governor’s Public Health State
of Emergency declaration, Executive
Order 103, is designed to strengthen
preparedness measures. It covers
procedures for staffing and supplying
government offices and also qualifies
New Jersey for federal disaster
assistance. It does not involve travel
restrictions or other closures that
impact the public.

Prosecutor Drops Gun
Charges Against Man

COUNTY — Gun charges against
Roselle man have been dismissed,
according to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office.

During the evening of Saturday,
February 8, Roosevelt Twyne, 25,
was stopped by members of the
Roselle Park Police Department for a
motor-vehicle infraction. When
stopped, Mr. Twyne had a loaded
handgun in a holster on his person, as
well as two additional magazines.
Some of that ammunition included
what were believed at the time to be
hollow-point rounds. A gun box was
also found in the car; however, the
firearm was not in the gun box at the
time of the stop.

Mr. Twyne, who is an employee of
Brinks, produced a permit to carry
the weapon, which was subject to
certain conditions. In particular, the
permit was expressly limited to the
time he was on-duty with Brinks. At
the time of the stop, Mr. Twyne was
not on duty with Brinks – and,
accordingly, he was not legally
permitted to carry a weapon at that
time. He was, therefore, charged with
the unlawful transportation of a
firearm, in violation of N.J.S.A.
2C:39-9(d), and the possession of
hollow point ammunition, in violation
of N.J.S.A. 2C:39-3(f).

The matter was transferred to the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office for
prosecution, and the office has since
investigated the circumstances
surrounding the incident. That
investigation, according to the release,
confirmed the limitations placed on
Mr. Twyne’s carry permit, namely
that Mr. Twyne was permitted to carry
a weapon “only while in the
performance of duties during working
hours at Brinks” and that “Brink’s

[sic.] will be responsible for the
adequate safeguarding of the weapon
during periods when employee is off
duty.” The investigation showed that
the motor-vehicle stop occurred
approximately 16 minutes after Mr.
Twyne clocked out of work. It also
showed that Mr. Twyne was
cooperative during the motor-vehicle
stop, and that he responsibly reported
the presence of his weapon to the
officers involved. The investigation
showed that the ammunition
recovered were manufactured with a
polymer filling inside the hollow tip,
according to the release.

In light of that investigation, the
prosecutor’s office has concluded that,
although probable cause existed to
arrest and charge Mr. Twyne at the
time of his arrest, it is not in the
interests of justice to continue his
prosecution. The prosecutor’s office
noted that the motor-vehicle stop
occurred shortly after Mr. Twyne had
left work; that he possessed a gun
box, which, if utilized, would have
made it legal for him to transport the
firearm home; that there is no evidence
one way or another as to whether his
failure to utilize the gun box was
intentional; and that at no point during
the motor-vehicle stop did he pose
any danger to the police officers
involved.

It is also noted that, although
featuring a hollow nose, the specific
ammunition in the possession of Mr.
Twyne is not illegal under New Jersey
law, due to the polymer filling inside
the hollow tip.

“Accordingly, the office has elected
to exercise its prosecutorial discretion
and has administratively dismissed
all charges pending against Mr.
Twyne,” according to the release.

K9 Receives Vest Thanks
To Memorial Donation

COUNTY — Union County
Sheriff’s Office K9 Ceasar has
received a bullet and stab protective
vest thanks to a charitable donation
from non-profit organization Vested
Interest in K9s, Inc. The vest was
sponsored by Dr. Julie Tropeano of
Lincroft, NJ and embroidered with
the sentiment “In memory of Mark
Hratko.”

Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. is a
501c(3) charity located in East
Taunton, Mass., whose mission is to
provide bullet and stab protective
vests and other assistance to dogs of
law enforcement and related agencies
throughout the United States. The
non-profit was established in 2009 to
assist law enforcement agencies with
this potentially lifesaving body armor
for their four-legged K9 officers.
Since its inception, Vested Interest in
K9s, Inc. provided over 3,500 U.S.
made, custom fitted, NIJ certified
protective vests in 50 states, through

private and corporate donations, at a
value of $6.9 million.

The program is open to dogs
actively employed in the U.S. with
law enforcement or related agencies
who are certified and at least 20
months of age. New K9 graduates, as
well as K9s with expired vests, are
eligible to participate.

The donation to provide one
protective vest for a law enforcement
K9 is $950. Each vest has a value
between $1,744 and $2,283, and a
five-year warranty and an average
weight of four to five pounds. There is
an estimated 30,000 law enforcement
K9s throughout the United States. For
more information or to learn about
volunteer opportunities, please call
(508) 824-6978. Vested Interest in K9s,
Inc. provides information, lists events,
and accepts tax-deductible donations
of any denomination at www.vik9s.org
or mailed to P.O. Box 9 East Taunton,
Mass.
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Watson Coleman Votes for
Coronavirus Package

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-12th, Trenton), a member of the
House Appropriations Committee,
voted to pass H.R. 6201, the Families
First Coronavirus Response Act, to
provide stability and security for fami-
lies dealing with the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic. As of Monday
morning, New Jersey had 100 pre-
sumptive positive cases, though there
are likely many more undiagnosed.

“Mitigating the outbreak is of ut-
most importance. H.R. 6201 will help
get people tested, provide medical
treatment and soften the economic
impact of social distancing and miti-
gation of the virus,” according to a
press release from the Congress-
woman.

The bill includes:
Free coronavirus testing for every-

one who needs a test, including the
uninsured. Congresswoman Watson
Coleman said she insisted that the
uninsured be covered because every-
one, no matter their coverage status,
is susceptible to coronavirus and can
spread the disease.

Paid emergency leave, with both
14 days of paid sick leave and up to
three months of paid family and medi-
cal leave.

Enhanced Unemployment Insur-
ance, a first step that will extend pro-
tections to furloughed workers, and
those laid off as a result of the virus.

Strengthened food security initia-
tives, including SNAP, student meals,
seniors’ nutrition and food banks.

SNAP work requirements will be
paused for the duration of the public
health crisis.

Increased federal funds for Medic-
aid, as states face increased costs.

“Experts on infectious diseases are
telling us the only way to prevent
increased spread of the coronavirus
and to save lives is expanded testing,
quick medical attention, and social
distancing,” Congresswoman Watson
Coleman said. “These actions will
put enormous stress on our healthcare
and economic systems. I want people
to begin to stay home when possible
– take advantage of telework, avoid
large gatherings, and minimize time
in public spaces. This bill is about
making sure families and employees
aren’t hurt by those important public
health directives.

“The Families First Coronavirus
Response Act will mitigate some of
those effects and I will continue to
work with my colleagues to provide
whatever resources are necessary to
fight this pandemic and support work-
ing families.”

Congresswoman Watson Coleman
is working with leaders in Congress
and the Statehouse to give people the
most accurate, up to date informa-
tion.

For information and updates visit
the New Jersey Department of
Health’s COVID-19 website https://
www.state.nj.us/health/cd/topics/
ncov.shtml or the CDC’s COVID-19
website: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html.

Chelsea Taking Precautions
To Prevent COVID-19 Spread

FANWOOD — Chelsea Senior
Living has imposed new restrictions
on those entering its assisted living
buildings in New Jersey and New
York to help safeguard residents and
staff from the coronavirus, known as
COVID-19.

The company’s 17 operational
buildings have posted notices advising
visitors that they may be denied entry
if they or family members have
symptoms including: sore throat,
cough, fever, shortness of breath,
diarrhea, nausea, a generalized feeling
of being unwell or history of recent
travel to impacted areas, domestic or
international, within the past 30 days.

“We’ve had no cases to date,” said
Roger Bernier, president and chief
operating officer of Chelsea Senior

Living. “And while this may pose a
temporary inconvenience to visitors
including family members of our
residents, we think it’s an important
step to safeguard the health of our
residents and staff.”

Additionally, Chelsea managers
have re-instructed their staffs on
proper hand washing and symptoms
of coronavirus and have secured
supplies of N95 masks and gowns in
case they are needed.

These new restrictions are in
addition to robust safeguards already
in place to isolate cases of infectious
disease in all Chelsea residences and
follow the guidelines set by the
Centers for Decease Control And
Prevention (CDC) and the Health Care
Association of New Jersey.

County Clerk Recommends
 Use of E-Filing Services

COUNTY — As the COVID-19
coronavirus continues to spread in
New Jersey, Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi urges frequent land
record submitters to use available e-
filing services instead of filing
documents in person, by mail, or by
messenger service.

Law firms, banks, title companies
and other businesses that frequently
file deeds, mortgages and other
documents can use an e-filing
service.

“The recent outbreak of COVID-
19 has made it necessary to prepare
and plan for a variety of different
outcomes,” Ms. Rajoppi said. “In
light of this I strongly urge frequent
submitters to consider contracting
with one of the two e-filing vendors
who serve this office, to ensure the
timely recording of your
documents.”

The following E-File vendors are
used by the County Clerk:

CSC: Corporation Service
Company, erecording@cscinfo.com,
866-652-0111, www.erecording.com
and SimpliFile,
jpettine@simplifile.com, 800-460-
5657, www.simplifile.com

For more information about all
County Clerk programs and services,
visit online at ucnj.org/county-clerk
or call (908) 527-4787.

Malinowski Announces
New Operating Procedures

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-
7th, Somerset) has announced that
will be implementing the following
new operating procedures, consistent
with guidance from public health and
safety officials and directives from
the House Sergeant at Arms.

Staff in Washington, D.C. and in
Somerville offices will continue
working full-time for constituents
from remote locations. The
Congressman’s physical offices in
Washington and Somerville will be
closed to visitors, and the mobile
office hours program will be
temporarily suspended.

The House Sergeant at Arms has
notified the Congressman that access
to the United States Capitol will be
limited until at least April 1, 2020 to
protect the health and safety of House
Members, staff and visitors. The
Capitol Visitor Center and the Capitol
will be closed to all tours. The White
House is also closed to tours. As a
result, Mr. Malinowski’s office will
not be able to conduct Capitol tours
or coordinate White House tours until
further notice.

The office will continue to:

Receive and respond to telephone
calls: Anyone who needs to speak to
a member of Mr. Malinowski’s staff
can call the Somerville office at (908)
547-3307. If call volume is high you
may be sent to voicemail. Staff will
do their best to ensure all calls are
returned promptly.

Provide casework assistance:
Anyone who needs assistance with a
federal agency, the may be able to
help. More information can be found
at Malinowski.house.gov/services.

Answer correspondence. The best
way to contact our office for assistance
is by submitting an email.

Schedule meetings. If you would
like to request a meeting with
Congressman Malinowski or his staff,
you can submit a meeting request or
email staff directly. Please note, as
long as the telecommuting policy is in
place, staff will conduct meetings over
the telephone rather than in person.

Additionally, the Town Hall
scheduled on Saturday, March 28 in
Lambertville has been postponed, but
look out for future telephone town
halls that will be announced soon.
For public health guidance and
updates on the most recent confirmed
COVID-19 cases in your area, please
visit the New Jersey Department of
Health’s COVID-19 Dashboard. If
you are experiencing symptoms and
need guidance on what steps to take
call the 24 Hour NJ COVID-19
Hotline at 1-800-222-1222.

Giving Back to Community:
Meet A Member of SP Squad

SCOTCH PLAINS — Rebecca
(Becky) Lugara initially got involved
with the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
through the squad auxiliary. The
auxiliary was started 11 years ago by
Jennifer Speth, the eldest daughter
of long-time squad members
Deborah and Robert Speth. It has
been instrumental in supporting the
rescue squad through fundraising and
by taking part in community events.

Becky was 50 when she joined.
Her then 16-year-old son Dave was
already a volunteer on the squad and
was studying to be an Emergency
Medical Technician (EMT).

“I’d grown up in Scotch Plains
and had an allegiance to the town
(although I now live in Cranford),”
said Becky. “I also wanted to support
my son.”

When she began attending squad
auxiliary events and met people on
the squad (some of whom she has
known since childhood, such as
President Daniel Sullivan and Chief
Carolyn Sorge), she found them very
welcoming.

“I saw the selfless work that they
did, and I realized that this would be
the perfect time for me to seek out
my high school ‘dream’ [of joining
the squad.]” Plus, my son was
coaching me on, saying ‘Mom, you
can do it and we need EMTs!’”

In 2017, at the age of 51, Becky
officially passed the state exam and
became a certified EMT.

She said there are many things she
likes about riding on the ambulance.
Her favorite is having the opportunity
to help someone in need, at a very
vulnerable time, and to also provide
moral and emotional support for
family members. She also enjoys
working together as a team and
serving the community as a volunteer.

There have been several calls that
stand out in her mind, but the one she
remembers most was when she
responded to a call in which a woman
had fallen down some stairs.

“She was in immense pain, and
understandably very upset. But, in
addition to that, one of her daughters
was very emotionally distraught about
her mom’s accident. We worked as a
team to as carefully and as painlessly
as possible transport the patient to the
hospital. While working to get our
patient safely to the ambulance, I
temporarily took on the role of
comforting her daughter the best that
I could. On the way to the hospital,
the patient was in less pain, but scared

and concerned. I told her she could
hold my hand if she wanted to, so she
did. We began talking about her family
and the length of time she lived in
Scotch Plains. She also asked if I
would say a prayer with her. While
the transportation and the first aid
were just as crucial, it felt like an
imperative part of her treatment to
tend to her emotional needs….in other
words, to provide the ‘human touch.’”

Besides her volunteer work, Becky
is a certified elementary school
teacher, working as an Applied
Behavioral Analysis (ABA)
paraprofessional for students with
autism and related disorders. She’s
also a member of the St. Theresa’s
Church choir and Little Flower
Organization, and the Westfield
Instructional Support Services
Association. In addition, she teaches
beginner piano lessons on a very
part-time basis.

“I think someone should volunteer
with our squad (and/or Auxiliary)
because it’s an immensely rewarding
experience,” said Becky. “Not only
do you make great friends, but the
squad (especially the officers),
support and mentor their EMTs. I
volunteer on Wednesday evenings
and I’ve learned so much from
‘veteran EMTs’, especially Crew
Chief Joan Lozowski, who have
ridden on the squad for decades. It’s
a perfect way to serve the community,
be part of a great organization, grow
professionally and emotionally, and
help your fellow human beings.”

Today, in addition to being an
active member of the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad, she is also the
president of the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad Auxiliary, having
assumed this role in November of
2018.

To find out how you can become
a member, please go to our website
at www.scotchplainsrescd.com,
email us at
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com,or
call (908) 322-2103.

Contributing Author Susan
Baldani is a life member of the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

NEW RESTRICTIONS...Chelsea Senior Living in Fanwood has imposed new
restrictions on those entering its assisted living facility to help safeguard residents
and staff from the coronavirus, known as COVID-19.
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Countywide Recycling
Events Cancelled

COUNTY – Due to the COVID-
19 coronavirus outbreak, all
countywide recycling events spon-
sored by Union County have been
cancelled during the months of
March and April. This applies to
mobile paper shredding events,
household hazardous waste pro-
grams, and scrap metal recycling.
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