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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NO SERVICES TODAY..Many area houses of worship, including The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield,  have cancelled religious services due to the spreading
coronavirus.

Susan Myrill Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OUT OF STOCK...At Stop & Shop, the children of the Holleran family of
Westfield look bewildered at the empty shelves where water should be.

Lauren Barr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EMPTY  COMMUTER LOT...The South Avenue parking lot at the Westfield
Train Station was desolate Monday due to the worldwide COVID-19 health crisis.

Hearings Get Underway
On 2020 County Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County’s Fis-
cal Affairs Committee began hear-
ings last Wednesday on the 2020
budget. Union County Manager Ed
Oatman presented an executive bud-
get of $508 million to the Free-
holder board last month, of which
$374.3 million would be raised in
county property taxes, an increase
of $6.97 million over last year’s
budget.

Presenting their budgets last week
were the Departments of Human
Services, Parks and Recreation, the
Sheriff’s Office and the Election
Board.

Human Services includes the di-
visions of Aging, Youth Services,
Workforce Development/American
Job Center, Individual and Family
Support Services, Paratransit, Cor-
nerstone Behavioral Health Hospi-
tal, Outreach And Advocacy, and
Social Services, the largest agency
budget in the county.

Social Services’ budget of
$45,943,356 is up $1,436,355 over
last year’s modified budget. Of the
total amount, $36,098,977 is pro-
posed for salaries, up $2,392,573
from last year’s expenditures. An-
other $750,000 is proposed for over-
time, down $346,000 from last year.

According to Department Direc-
tor Debbie-Ann Anderson’s presen-
tation, 38,199 individuals received
food stamps, known as SNAP, in
2019. Of that number, 18,300 were
children.

The other department budgets are:
Aging, $2,701,446; Youth Services,
$893,841; American Job Center,
$291,413; Individual and Family
Support Services, $1,353,773;
Paratransit, $3,780,522; and Cor-
nerstone, a 44-bed, in-patient hos-
pital offering mental health services
for adults, $14,049,621. Corner-
stone is located at the Runnells Cen-
ter for Rehabilitation and
Healthcare, formerly known as
Runnells Specialized Hospital. The
county sold the property to a pri-
vate corporation in 2014 for $26
million but still operates the mental
health facility.

It was noted that Paratransit,
which provides transportation for
seniors, disabled residents, veter-
ans and other income-eligible resi-
dents, provided 114,408 one-way
rides in 2019.

The Cornerstone budget is $2.1
million over last year’s expendi-
tures.

The parks and recreation budget
includes $10,241,702 for recre-
ational facilities, $1,579,051 over
what was spent last year. The park
maintenance budget is $3,475,205,
about $263,000 over last year, with
another $161,521 budgeted for the
cultural and heritage division, a
slight increase over last year.

The sheriff’s budget for 2020 is
$21,952,257, up $916,000 over

what was spent in 2019. Salaries
account for $20,643,846 of that
budget, with another $731,911 for
overtime.

The Board of Elections budget is
$3,812,784, up $1,226,657 from last
year’s expenditures as this is a Presi-
dential Election year. Of that
amount, $1,368,809 was for sala-
ries, with another $1,382,875 bud-
geted for poll workers and $135,000
for overtime. Last year, $671,752
was spent on poll workers.

Board of Elections Administra-
tor Nicole DiRado said she is work-
ing with the New Jersey Associa-
tion of Election Officials to lobby
for increasing the current $200 sti-
pend paid for poll workers. Of the
current amount, the county pays
$75 with the state reimbursing the
rest.

Also of note, in last year’s Gen-
eral Election, 30,525 Vote By Mail
ballots were issued with 13,009 re-
turned and 12,616 counted. Under a
new law initiated last year, Vote By
Mail ballots postmarked and re-
ceived within 48 hours after the
close of election polls must be
counted. A total of 967 of those
ballots were received within that
time frame last year and 1,344 in
the 2018 General Election.

Downtown Plans to Be
Viewed By Committee
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members
of the downtown redevelopment
committee were expected to meet
privately this week for their first
chance to look at a developer’s de-
tailed plans for the inaugural phase
of downtown redevelopment, a first
step toward an eventual public un-
veiling of the plans.

At its monthly meeting last
Wednesday, Mayor Alexander
Smith said township council mem-
bers have already seen the plans
developed by Advance Realty In-
vestors and its partner, PS&S Engi-
neering. “I think we’re all excited,”
he commented. What he described
as a “broad range financial review
of the plan” also has been conducted
by township professionals, and the
mayor called it “a realistic plan to
go forward financially.” He did note,
however, that a number of issues
still need to be addressed, specifi-
cally how the project will be staged
in order to minimize impacts on
local businesses and shoppers.

The first phase of the township’s
downtown redevelopment efforts
will be centered on the township-
owned properties where the mu-
nicipal building, the firehouse and
the library are located as well as the
parking lots adjacent to the munici-
pal building and library, behind the
stores that front Park Avenue and
the parking lot behind the row of

businesses on East Second Street
adjacent to the CVS pharmacy. The
police, fire department and rescue
squad headquarters, along with the
township administrative offices, will
be relocated to new facilities out-
side of the downtown, possibly on
Plainfield Avenue across from the
Public Works Department. A new
library will be built in the same area
as the present location on Bartle
Avenue.

Redevelopment of these proper-
ties is expected to result in about
48,000 square feet of new retail and
office space, more than 1,400 new
parking spots and 177 new housing
units, 35 of which will be set aside
as affordable-housing units.

In other business last week, the
committee spent the bulk of its time
discussing — sometimes heatedly
— proposed new overlay-zone or-
dinances that need to be adopted by
the township council by the end of
June. An overlay zone has been ex-
plained as “a zone on top of a zone,”
essentially adding a second zone to
an existing one that will allow a
developer to build on a property
that may not be designated for, say,
multi-unit housing.

A court order last year mandated
that the township enact the overlay
zones by June 30 for properties
along two segments of Terrill Road,
two segments of East Second Street,
Park Avenue from East Second
Street to the Fanwood border, the
central business district where four
township-owned properties are the
initial focus of the committee’s re-
development efforts and the Snuffy’s
property that is being redeveloped
into a supermarket and a commuter
park-and-ride lot.

Planner Michael Mistretta pre-
sented various options for housing
density levels in the various zones,
with higher densities in the central
business district and lower ones on
the Terrill Road corridor. There was
much discussion and debate about
whether higher densities were war-
ranted in the downtown so as to
have more residents living, and
shopping, in the core business dis-
trict.

Garwood Council Meets and
Discusses Coronavirus

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil last Thursday discussed the latest
information regarding Coronavirus
COVID-19 and cautionary steps the
borough was taking to help its resi-
dents to stay healthy.

Mayor Sara Todisco addressed
the audience, noting that everyone
should wash their hands regularly
for at least 20 seconds, use antibac-
terial hand sanitizer that has at least
a 60-percent alcohol content when
hand washing is not possible, and
try to distance oneself from others
when attending meetings or public
places. She also reminded the pub-
lic to avoid touching their faces and
to stay home as much as possible,
especially if they are feeling sick.

Since that meeting, a Garwood
resident was reported as testing posi-
tive for COVID-19.

The mayor also announced that
all public gatherings and events for
the borough were canceled for the
month of March because of COVID-
19. This included all recreation pro-
grams within the borough, includ-
ing the annual Easter Egg Hunt. In
addition all Senior Club meetings
have been canceled throughout
March. The mayor noted that se-
niors can call Senior Director
Kathleen Wierzbinski at (908) 790-
0710 if they have any questions.

It also was announced that Bor-
ough Hall and the library would be
closed.

In addition, it was noted that the
second meeting regarding the break-
down of the budget that was sched-
uled for March 16 was canceled.
Slides that were presented at the
first Breakdown of the Budget meet-
ing can be found on Garwood’s
website. It was noted that special
arrangements could be made for
any resident requesting a hard copy
of those slides. The slides can be
downloaded and copied off the
borough’s website.

The mayor also gave the New
Jersey COVID-19 hotline number,
which is 1-(800) 222-1222, for gen-
eral questions. She noted that this
hotline number was available 24
hours a day, seven days a week, and
has multi-language capability. In
addition, the Westfield Regional
Health Department, of which
Garwood is a member, also was
shared for residents. That number is
(908) 789-1500.

In other business, a second read-
ing and public hearing was held
regarding the title of the head of the
recreation department, which was
unanimously passed. According to
ordinance, the modification in word-
ing has changed from recreation
commissioner to director of recre-
ation.

The mayor noted that she had
successfully conducted her first
quarterly Mayor’s Breakfast of 2020
and met with many residents and
business owners. She said the meet-
ing had been started so local busi-
nesses could collaborate on “mutu-
ally beneficial endeavors.” She con-
cluded that she was looking for-
ward to continuing her 2020 initia-
tive called “Small Town, Open for
Business.”

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, March 26, at 7
p.m., at Garwood Borough Hall,
located at 403 South  Avenue,
Garwood. At this time, the mayor is

looking into the possibility of a call-
in meeting but the specifics have
not yet been reported. As informa-
tion is available, it will be dissemi-
nated through The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EMERGENCY MEETING...Prior to a joint tabletop exercise dealing with last
year's bias incident at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, Scotch Plains Police
Chief Ted Conley spoke to members of his department and the Fanwood Police
Department, with Chief Richard Trigo, at left, last Thursday.
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COVID-19
ment of Health who spoke about the
virus and ways to prevent it from
spreading, including the possible can-
cellation of weekly religious services.
Many houses of worship did so this
past weekend and are planning to do
so during coming weekends, with
some live streaming their services for
members to view at home.

All area town websites contain con-
stantly updated information about the
virus, how to combat it, and its effects
on municipal operations and pro-
grams. While governing councils are
keeping their meeting schedules, these
meetings will be closed to the public
and available on television or online.
Meanwhile, most large meetings have
been cancelled in keeping with an
earlier directive from the Governor’s
Office that gatherings of more than
250 people be avoided, and a more
recent recommendation from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC), and followed by the Gov-
ernor, that any gatherings be limited
to no more than 50 people.

A number of larger events have
been cancelled due to concerns about
crowds. The annual St. Patrick’s Day
Parade in Union and the St. Pat’s
festival at the Darby Road pub in
Scotch Plains, which was scheduled
for last weekend, were cancelled, and
the annual St. Bartholomew Acad-
emy 5K Race set for Saturday, March
28, has been postponed until Satur-
day, September 12. The Adult School,
which holds some of its classes at
Westfield High School, has cancelled
its spring schedule.
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BOE Budget
be 1.13 percent year-over-year, stated
Ms. Saridaki.

However, Ms. Saridaki said it is
important to report all Fanwood cal-
culations by percentage, and home
assessments are based on 2019-2020
numbers due to re-evaluation.

Ms. Saridaki overviewed the pro-
posed operating budget based on how
the funds would be allocated by per-
centage and category. Fifty-six per-
cent of the proposed operating budget
will be allocated towards salaries, she
said, with the second largest allocation
category being employee benefits.

Tuition will account for 9 percent
of the operating budget. Transporta-
tion costs will account for 4 percent
and facilities maintenance will ac-
count for 3 percent of the operating
budget, stated Ms. Saridaki.

Capital Expenditures, 1 percent,
and other expenses, 7 percent, com-
plete the proposed 2020-2021 oper-
ating budget, stated Ms. Saridaki. The
other expenses category, totaling
$6,771,857, includes “all items
needed to support instruction.”

The items include nurse supplies,
testing supplies, extracurricular fund-
ing, legal, audit, professional services,
telephone costs, Internet access, class-
room, office furniture, media center
books, and supplies, stated Ms.
Saridaki. The other expenditures bud-
get category includes 16 separate cat-
egories which include the day-to-day
support for staff and students, stated
Ms. Saridaki.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood dis-
trict has been categorized or quali-
fied to receive more than $16,349,849
in state aid, which has not been paid
to the district, she said. The
$16,349,849 includes every budget
cycle since the 2015-2016 operating
budget, including the 2020-2021 bud-
get, stated Ms. Saridaki.

She did not specify political rea-
soning, bureaucratic justifications or
state decision-making behind the pro-
cess, but assured that under existing
New Jersey guidelines, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district does
indeed qualify.

Ms. Saridaki said the budget ad-
dressed the district’s need for a pro-
posed 8.32 staff member increase.
The proposed staffing needs include
one elementary teacher, one student
assistance specialist, one high-school
child study team member, three stu-
dent aides and one clerical-data entry
professional.

The district’s operating revenue
includes 93.3 percent funding from
the local tax levy, Ms. Saridaki said.
In addition to financial projections,
the district announced 2020-2021
curriculum initiatives including
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
block scheduling, increased counsel-
ing support, New Jersey Learning
Standards priority review, fifth-grade
standards based on report cards, and
elementary pacing guides.

Ms. Saridaki said the district expe-
rienced a 48-student enrollment in-
crease over a six-year period from
2012 to 2019.

water supply, and individuals should
not feel limited in going to a park or
to “get fresh air” sporadically. Res-
taurants are only being allowed to
open for curbside pickup and deliv-
ery, Ms. Avallone stated.

“Don’t panic. It is important to
still call your healthcare provider,”
Ms. Avallone said.

Ms. Avallone said any residents
who feel sick or have a fever should
immediately contact their healthcare
provider, but should not assume un-
doubtedly the cause is COVID-19.

“We are still seeing a lot of cases
of the flu,” Ms. Avallone said.

Ms. Avallone said she could not
confirm whether someone could
have both the flu and COVID-19
“at this time,” but that it is a ques-
tion she would look into further.

“As community members, we
need to make sure all the informa-
tion we are getting is accurate,” Ms.
Avallone said.

She said while social media is a
great way to share information
quickly, it also is often responsible
for transmitting misinformation.

Though the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district remains
closed, the board of education as-
sured that over 70 meals have been
delivered to the homes of students
who are “at risk” with inadequate
food resources, Mayor Mahr stated.

She said “only 100” students have
been identified as lacking adequate
technology for remote learning.
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Learning
sheets to send assignments. The stu-
dents can then send it back to him
and he can make comments and
suggest changes for the students to
improve. He also said teachers can
assign work through educational
websites.

Cranford fifth-grade teacher
Rosie Scholz created her own
YouTube channel to help teach her
students. Ms. Scholz also said she
has scheduled times where she logs
in to Google Hangouts to answer
questions or advise students. “The
Google classroom has been our life-
line,” she said. Students also were
able to pick up two weeks’ worth of
materials from their neighborhood
school prior to the start of distance
learning.

Gretchen O’Shea, a first-grade
teacher from Cranford, used Google
Meet to connect with her students
on Tuesday. “It was great to see
their faces and feel connected,” she
said. Fifteen of her students joined
her and her co-teacher to try it out
and listen to a story. “It was good
for them to see each other. They
cheered for their friends as each
child joined,” Ms. O’Shea said. She
said it was good for the social-emo-

tional aspect of their learning and is
important for them to feel connected
during this difficult time. While
learning to use these technological
components, the teachers them-
selves held a Google Meet over the
weekend, according to Ms. O’Shea,
to practice and learn how best to
show parents and caregivers how to
help their children navigate the new
learning platforms.

Parents and caregivers also are
on a learning curve with the new
materials. It is a bit overwhelming,
said a Westfield caregiver, but “the
teachers have been awesome with
communicating with us, especially
if we have any issues.” Some
Cranford parents who spoke to The
Westfield Leader said that teaching
their children and using the tech-
nology “have been an adjustment,”
but that the workload is manage-
able and some of the traditional
work is a good balance to all the
technology components.

Over the next few weeks, teach-
ers, parents, caregivers and students
will continue to fine-tune this new
educational frontier as area schools
are closed for an indefinite amount
of time.

www.goleader.com
Follow Us:

facebook.com/
leadertimes


