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COVID-19

CUSTOMER NOTICE

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

The Westfield Leader

As we are certainly in uncharted territory, we wish

to assist our customer base any way we can.

Any new advertising submitted will be reduced by

25% thru the April 2nd issue of the newspaper.

Please continue to make our communities safe

and contact us if we can be of any assistance.

Thank you very much,

Lauren S. Barr, Publisher, Editor-In-Chief

908-232-4407   sales@goleader.com

Online-Only Bonus at goleader.com
Sports -- Photos from Blue Devil

Girls Basketball Wrap-up; Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Wrestling Wrap-up;
Cranford Boys Basketball Wrap-up.

VIRAL SHUTDOWN

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOSED TO VISITORS...Area assisted-living facilities, including The Chelsea at Fanwood, have closed their doors to
visitors due to the spreading coronavirus.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EMPTY SHELVES...Signs like this were common at local grocery stores and drug
stores as coronavirus fears led to panic buying of toilet paper, paper towels and
hand sanitizers.

Residents Test Positive in WF, GW and CF
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – The spreading coronavirus
COVID-19 began to greatly impact
local life and routines over the past
week as schools were closed, busi-
nesses were shut by local, county and
state governments, events were can-
celled, grocery stores were over-
whelmed by shoppers making toilet
paper, paper towels and hand
sanitizers the hottest sellers since
Cabbage Patch dolls, and a new term
—“social distancing” — became the
catchphrase of the year.

The virus landed locally this week

with three individuals in Westfield and one
each in Garwood and Cranford reported to
have been diagnosed as the total number in
New Jersey climbed to 267 at press time
including three cases in Westfield, and one
each in Cranford and Garwood.

Governor Phil Murphy last week
declared a state of emergency and,
earlier this week, he ordered all
schools in the state to close “until
such time as deemed by health offi-
cials to be safe for classes to resume.”
He also asked for an 8 p.m. to 5 a.m.
statewide curfew to help curtail fur-
ther spreading of the virus. Governor
Murphy joined the governors of New

York and Connecticut in closing all movie
theaters, gyms and casinos in the three
states until further notice. Also, bars and
restaurants will only serve take-out food
for the foreseeable future.

The Governor’s office has been
keeping county and municipal offi-
cials briefed with conference calls
seven days a week with all 21 county
managers to update them on the latest
developments. Those county execu-
tives, in turn, then brief each of the
municipal business administrators in
their county on what they were told
by officials in Trenton.

Local mayors have asked non-es-
sential businesses in their towns to
close their doors to foot traffic. Phar-
macies, health care providers, banks
and grocery stores can remain open
and restaurants can offer curbside
pick-up and delivery services, but not
in-restaurant service. All public build-
ings in Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Cranford as well as
most Union County offices, were
closed to the public earlier this week,
but meetings are being streamed live.
Many have posted announcements
on Facebook. The owners of Chinese
eateries in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, seeing a large decrease in
customers, have jointly decided to
temporarily close their doors.

Besides public and private schools,
all public libraries in the area are
closed, as are Motor Vehicle Com-
mission offices. Municipal court ses-
sions also have been shut down for
the rest of the month. The Chelsea
Senior Living facility in Fanwood is
restricting all visitors.

Last week, members of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Ministerium along
with representatives from the local
governments were briefed by a repre-
sentative from the Rahway Depart-

BOE Presents $99.57-Mil. Budget
With $94.3-Million Tax Levy

Teachers, Students Adjust
To Distance Learning

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
announced the proposed 2020-2021
operating budget at $99,573,148, rep-

resenting a 2.20-percent increase, at
Thursday’s board meeting.

The $73,481,603 Scotch Plains
2020-2021 proposed tax levy has a
$181.95 annual tax impact per aver-
age home based on a $122,947 aver-
age assessment, stated Business Ad-
ministrator Deborah S. Saridaki. The
proposed tax levy represents a 2.07-

percent tax increase, stated Ms.
Saridaki.

Fanwood residents’ portion of the
school tax levy is $20,834,089. The
proposed annual tax impact is $86.33
based on an $85,210 average home
assessment. For Fanwood residents,
the average percentage increase wouldBy JENNIFER GLACKIN

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Before Governor
Phil Murphy ordered the closing of
schools across the state on Monday,
local schools had already closed
due to the COVID-19 threat. Teach-
ers, students and parents have en-
tered a new educational enterprise:
teaching through and learning from
a combination of new technology
and more traditional paper-based
work at home.

The requirements for remote
learning exist to allow students and
schools to satisfy the state-mandated
180-day school year. There must be
at least two hours’ worth of instruc-
tion compiled into a 10-hour school
week, according to Cranford’s Dis-
tance Learning Expectation docu-

ment on its website. Attendance is
taken. Westfield Public Schools has
information on their website outlin-
ing the expectations at various grade
levels.

Requirements for teachers and
students vary by district or for pri-
vate schools. Some schools have
teachers log in to a platform and
teach using their typical classroom
schedule, while others have teach-
ers uploading recorded lessons and
assignments, only logging in for a
period of time to address issues that
arise or to read to their students.

Google Classroom has become a
common way for teachers in local
towns to reach and teach their stu-
dents. A Westfield teacher said he
uses Google docs, drives, slides and

Mahr: FW ‘Will Work
Together to Get Through This’

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Westfield Re-
gional Health Department Director
Megan Avallone spoke at Monday’s
borough council meeting to address
Fanwood, Union County, the health
department, and New Jersey’s re-
sponse to the COVID-19 virus. She
answered Fanwood residents’ ques-
tions submitted through Facebook
Live.

“Our country is facing a pandemic
to the likes we have never seen in
our generation. We will all work
together to get through this,” Mayor
Colleen Mahr said. As a result of
this public-health situation, she said,
there is “real anxiety, real stress,
and real uncertainty” in the commu-
nity.

Ms. Avallone said Union County
will begin establishing a drive-
through testing site where county
residents showing symptoms or who
are concerned can receive further
attention.

“We’re here working hard on your
behalf,” said Mayor Mahr, describ-
ing the Mayor’s Office, Office of
Emergency Management and the
Police Department’s daily confer-
ence calls with both Union County
and Governor Phil Murphy’s of-
fice.

The mayor said the municipality
will continue to update residents
through the borough’s website.

“Information is coming very rap-
idly. (The borough is) sharing those
updates through daily email blasts
and our website, FanwoodNJ.org,”
Mayor Mahr said.

While the mayor said residents

are concerned, municipal govern-
ment must remain resilient to advo-
cate and make the best decisions for
its residents.

“Local government cannot shut
down in its entirety,” Mayor Mahr
said.

All Fanwood’s public buildings
will remain closed “until further
notice,” Mayor Mahr stated.

Since the outbreak commenced,
Fanwood has “deep-cleaned the
courts, library, and administrative
offices,” she said.

“We’re seeing more and more
cases in Union County and New
Jersey,” Ms. Avallone said regard-
ing the impact of the virus.

Currently, New Jersey testing only
includes individuals fitting a “cer-
tain criteria,” which can be prob-
lematic, the health officer said.

“We must all practice social dis-
tancing,” Mayor Mahr noted.

Social distancing limits human
exposure to one another, with six
feet of distance between people
being the suggested safety measure,
stated Mayor Mahr.

“When we’re talking social dis-
tancing, we’re talking staying home
as much as possible,” Ms. Avallone
said.

The Fanwood governing body
practiced social distancing during
the meeting, as only Mayor Mahr,
Councilwoman Erin McElroy
Barker, Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell and Councilman Anthony
Carter were present, allowing a quo-
rum to be met.

Ms. Avallone said COVID-19
cannot be transferred through the
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