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COVID-19

CUSTOMER NOTICE

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

The Westfield Leader

As we are certainly in uncharted territory, we wish

to assist our customer base any way we can.

Any new advertising submitted will be reduced by

25% thru the April 2nd issue of the newspaper.

Please continue to make our communities safe

and contact us if we can be of any assistance.

Thank you very much,

Lauren S. Barr, Publisher, Editor-In-Chief

908-232-4407   sales@goleader.com

Online-Only Bonus at goleader.com
Sports -- Photos from Blue Devil

Girls Basketball Wrap-up; Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Wrestling Wrap-up;
Cranford Boys Basketball Wrap-up.

Westfield Eateries Offering
Curbside or Home Delivery

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
EMPTY  COMMUTER LOT...The South Avenue parking lot at the Westfield Train Station was desolate Monday due to
the worldwide COVID-19 health crisis.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
NO SERVICES TODAY...Many area houses of worship, including The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, have cancelled religious services due to the spreading
coronavirus.

16 Prospect Wine Bar & Bistro
(908) 232-7320
1958 Cuban Cuisine (908) 232-3187
Addams Tavern (908) 232-3201
Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery
(908) 232-7977
Akai Lounge (908) 264-8660
Boxwood Coffee Roasters
(908) 219-4076
The Brick Oven (908) 317-9500
Brunella Portuguese Coffee & Deli
(908) 588-2080
Buddha Fish (908) 264-8068
Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe
(908) 232-4149
Casa di Pizza (908) 654-3232
Cosimos (908) 654-8787
Chipotle Mexican Grill
(908) 232-2709
Cinnaholic (908) 588-2323
Cold Stone (908) 518-0044
Di Farina Pizzeria (908) 264-7442
Farinolio (908) 325-2486
Ferraro’s South (908) 232-1101
Feast Catering (908) 654-0045
Emack & Bolio’s Westfield
(908) 228-3967
Evergreen (908) 232-8800
Feast Catering & Cafe
(908) 654-0045
Fiamma Wood Fired Pizza
(908) 654-0400

Five Guys Burgers and Fries
(908) 232-2499
FroYo (908) 654-1414
Hershey’s Deli (908) 232-9090
Hunan Wok III (908) 232-0011
Inspiration Roll (908) 228-5163
Jade Garden (908) 232-3309
Jersey Mike’s Subs (908) 233-6002
Kilwins (908) 264-7476
Kings Bowl Cafe (908) 228-5396
Limani Seafood Grill (908) 233-0052
Manhattan Bagel (908) 654-0525
Nathan’s Famous Hotdog
(908) 233-6002
Old Havana (908) 928-0999
Ono Bowls (908) 588-2087
Outta Hand Pizza (908) 233-9300
Qdoba Mexican Eats (908) 301-0050
Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse + Bistro
(908) 232-1660
Roosterspin (908) 233-7333
Sichuan Dynasty (908) 317-2731
Spice Bazaar (908) 389-1888
Splash of Thai (908) 232-0402
Sweet Waters Steak House
(908) 317-2599
The Salad House (908) 233-2467
Tinga Taqueria (908) 301-0100
Turning Point (908) 264-8180
Vicki’s Diner (908) 233-6887
Westfield Seafood (908) 233-3042
Westfield Station Cafe
(908) 232-2869

Susan Myrill Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
OUT OF STOCK...At Stop & Shop, the children of the Holleran family of
Westfield look bewildered at the empty shelves where water should be.

VIRAL SHUTDOWN
Residents Test Positive in WF, GW and CF

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
& LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — As of Wednesday morn-
ing, 15 Union County residents had
tested positive for COVID-19.

Among those affected are three
Westfield residents, one Garwood
resident and one Cranford resident.
Cranford officials stated that a sec-
ond Cranford resident was awaiting
test results. According to Westfield
officials, the three Westfield cases
are unrelated.

Despite social media reports, no
positive cases had been reported in
Scotch Plains or Fanwood as of press
time.

Governor Phil Murphy has issued
an executive order mandating the in-

definite closure of all schools, gyms
and theaters, among other venues.
The order also has a suggested state-
wide curfew between the hours of 8
p.m. and 5 a.m. The order also allows
restaurants to continue take-out and
delivery services.

“In order to slow the spread of
COVID-19, we must take aggressive
and direct social distancing action to
curtail non-essential activities in the
state,” said Governor Murphy.

COVID-19 is classified as a “pan-
demic,” which according to the World
Health Organization (WHO) is “a
worldwide spread of a new disease.”
The WHO website classifies
coronaviruses, such as COVID-19,
as a “large family of viruses that cause
illness ranging from the common cold

to more severe diseases such as
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
(MERS-CoV) and Severe Acute Res-
piratory Syndrome (SARS-CoV).”

According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention’s
website, “Pandemics begin with an
investigation phase, followed by rec-
ognition, initiation, and acceleration
phases. The peak of illnesses occurs
at the end of the acceleration phase,
which is followed by a deceleration
phase, during which there is a de-
crease in illnesses.”

As of press time there were 267 in
New Jersey. The first pediatric case
in New Jersey, a 5-year-old child
whose parents also have COVID-19,
was announced.

Schools and businesses have
closed, new “social distancing” regu-
lations are recommended by the day,
store shelves are empty and social
media reactions range from noncha-
lance to panic.

How serious should citizens take
the virus? The Westfield Leader asked
Dr. Daniel Hart, MD, director of in-
fection prevention for Summit Medi-
cal Group, about COVID-19 and what
people can do to prevent the spread of
the virus.

“We know it will get worse before
it gets better, so there is no need to
panic when the number of cases in-
crease in the U.S.,” said Dr. Hart. He

Garwood Council Meets and
Discusses Coronavirus

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council
last Thursday discussed the latest infor-
mation regarding Coronavirus COVID-
19 and cautionary steps the borough
was taking to help its residents to stay
healthy.

Mayor Sara Todisco addressed the
audience, noting that everyone should
wash their hands regularly for at least
20 seconds, use antibacterial hand sani-
tizer that has at least a 60-percent alco-
hol content when hand washing is not
possible, and try to distance oneself
from others when attending meetings
or public places. She also reminded the

public to avoid touching their faces and
to stay home as much as possible, espe-
cially if they are feeling sick.

Since that meeting, a Garwood resi-
dent was reported as testing positive for
COVID-19.

The mayor also announced that all
public gatherings and events for the
borough were canceled for the month
of March because of COVID-19. This
included all recreation programs within
the borough, including the annual Eas-
ter Egg Hunt. In addition all Senior
Club meetings have been canceled
throughout March. The mayor noted
that seniors can call Senior Director

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Teachers, Students Adjust
To Distance Learning

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — Before Governor Phil
Murphy ordered the closing of schools
across the state on Monday, local
schools had already closed due to the
COVID-19 threat. Teachers, students
and parents have entered a new edu-
cational enterprise: teaching through
and learning from a combination of
new technology and more traditional
paper-based work at home.

The requirements for remote learn-
ing exist to allow students and schools
to satisfy the state-mandated 180-day
school year. There must be at least
two hours’ worth of instruction com-
piled into a 10-hour school week,
according to Cranford’s Distance
Learning Expectation document on
its website. Attendance is taken.
Westfield Public Schools has infor-
mation on their website outlining the
expectations at various grade levels.

Requirements for teachers and stu-
dents vary by district or for private
schools. Some schools have teachers
log in to a platform and teach using
their typical classroom schedule,
while others have teachers uploading
recorded lessons and assignments,
only logging in for a period of time to
address issues that arise or to read to
their students.

Google Classroom has become a
common way for teachers in local
towns to reach and teach their stu-
dents. A Westfield teacher said he
uses Google docs, drives, slides and
sheets to send assignments. The stu-
dents can then send it back to him and
he can make comments and suggest

changes for the students to improve.
He also said teachers can assign work
through educational websites.

Cranford fifth-grade teacher Rosie
Scholz created her own YouTube
channel to help teach her students.
Ms. Scholz also said she has sched-
uled times where she logs in to Google
Hangouts to answer questions or ad-
vise students. “The Google classroom
has been our lifeline,” she said. Stu-
dents also were able to pick up two
weeks’ worth of materials from their
neighborhood school prior to the start
of distance learning.

Gretchen O’Shea, a first-grade
teacher from Cranford, used Google
Meet to connect with her students on
Tuesday. “It was great to see their
faces and feel connected,” she said.
Fifteen of her students joined her and
her co-teacher to try it out and listen
to a story. “It was good for them to see
each other. They cheered for their
friends as each child joined,” Ms.
O’Shea said. She said it was good for
the social-emotional aspect of their
learning and is important for them to
feel connected during this difficult
time. While learning to use these tech-
nological components, the teachers
themselves held a Google Meet over
the weekend, according to Ms.
O’Shea, to practice and learn how
best to show parents and caregivers
how to help their children navigate
the new learning platforms.

Parents and caregivers also are on
a learning curve with the new materi-
als. It is a bit overwhelming, said a
Westfield caregiver, but “the teachers


