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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AN EARLY SPRING...Mild weather brought out the promise of spring and brought out the kids on Sunday afternoon at La
Grande Park in Fanwood.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
READING IS GOOD FOR DOGS, TOO...Children practice reading to a therapy
dog last Saturday afternoon at the Scotch Plains Public Library's "Read To A
Dog" event.

County to Provide EMS
Assistance to Fanwood

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

COUNTY — In a shared service
partnership with Fanwood, the Union
County Freeholder Board last Thurs-
day voted to provide EMS service
coverage to Fanwood, five days a
week from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. from
Monday to Friday. The service has
started immediately. There will be no
extra cost to the borough for the ser-
vice.

Under the terms of the agreement,
the Fanwood Rescue Squad will con-
tinue to provide coverage from 6 p.m.
to 6 a.m., Monday to Friday, and
around-the-clock coverage on week-
ends, Saturday and Sunday. Also, the
Fanwood Rescue squad can continue
to provide service from Monday to
Friday from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. if it has
the staff required for coverage.

“The county is pleased to be able to
provide life-saving EMS assistance
to Fanwood that will work with the
borough’s outstanding volunteer Res-
cue Squad,” said Freeholder Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella, who is also
a resident of Fanwood. “The public
safety and well-being of our county’s
residents is our highest priority.”

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
thanked the county Freeholder Board
for assisting Fanwood with EMS cov-
erage.

“This is a win for our community,
as the county EMS will work to
supplement the existing efforts of
those who dedicate their time and
effort to volunteer for our rescue
squad,” Mayor Mahr said. “We are
proud of our rescue squad’s efforts,
and pleased to be able to build on a
service with the county that will pro-
vide life-saving assistance for our
residents.”

The Union County EMS was started
through the freeholder board in 2011
during a period of time of decline in
EMS service in many communities.

Since then, the Union County EMS
— which maintains its central
countywide office in the public safety
complex at Westfield, with a satellite
office that is contracted to serve
Roselle Park — has received more
than 39,000 calls, many of them life-
saving. Last year alone, the service
received over 7,000 calls.

The 24-hour-a-day program has
provided emergency medical care to
many of Union County’s residents
and visitors.

The county assumed Fanwood’s
public safety dispatch system in 2010.
Under the agreement, the county dis-
patches all Fanwood emergency ser-

Scotch Plains Zoning Bd.
OKs Two Limo Permits

Leader and Times Sold;
Lauren Barr Is Publisher

The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times were
purchased last Friday by Gale Force
Media, L.L.C., from Watchung Com-
munications, Inc. Lauren S. Barr will
serve as Publisher and Editor-In-Chief
for the long-established weekly pub-
lications. She becomes the first
woman publisher in the 130-year his-
tory of The Leader.

Upon the sale of the company, Mrs.
Barr became the 11th publisher of The
Leader, which was established in 1890,
and The Times, which was founded in
1959. She has been with the publica-
tions for 19 years, serving in various
capacities including reporter, assign-
ment editor, and arts and entertain-
ment and education editor.

The remainder of the staff will con-
tinue under the new ownership with
Paul J. Peyton serving as assignment
editor, Suzette F. Stalker as commu-
nity editor, Christina M. Hinke as arts
and entertainment editor, Dave Corbin
as managing editor and sports editor,
Jeffrey Gruman as sales manager,
Michael Bartiromo as production

manager, and Robert P. Connelly as
business operations manager.

Horace Corbin purchased the pa-
pers in June of 1996 from Katherine
Bauer and Carmelo Montalbano. The
late Kurt C. Bauer purchased The
Leader in August of 1990 from the
Walter J. Lee, Jr. family, which had
owned the newspaper for 80 years.
Mr. Lee had been publisher from 1927
until his death in 1990.

He had taken over the paper from
his father, Walter, Sr., who had run the
paper for 17 years.

Mr. Bauer had purchased The Times
in 1993 from the Donald A. Foster
family. Upon Kurt Bauer’s death in
January of 1996 his brother, Jeffrey
L. Bauer, assumed the role of pub-
lisher until he was killed by his es-
tranged wife in a murder-suicide on
March 4, 1996 in the newspaper’s
previous office at 50 Elm Street in
Westfield.

The newspapers will continue to be
based at their current office, located
at 251 North Avenue, Westfield, third
floor.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last week approved
five applications, including two related
to home-based limousine services.

At its March 5 meeting, the board
approved an application by You Fu
Xue for a temporary one-year permit
to operate and park a limousine over-
night in his driveway at 2288 North
Avenue. The board also approved a
two-year temporary permit allowing
Eduardo Claudio to park two limou-
sines in his driveway at 192
Mountainview Avenue. Mr. Claudio
explained to the board that he pres-
ently has one older car but expects to
acquire a second, newer vehicle.
When the older car reaches 100,000
miles in a year or so, he plans to rid

himself of it and keep only the newer
vehicle.

The board also gave its approval to
Richard and Maribel Borrero to ex-
tend an existing half bathroom at their
60 Trenton Avenue home and convert
it to a full bath by using four feet of
the attached garage. They explained
to the board that Mrs. Borrero’s eld-
erly parents are soon moving in and
are unable to use the stairs to the
second floor, necessitating the full
first-floor bathroom.

Martin Rabe of 12 Stoneleigh Drive
was given permission to build an in-
ground swimming pool and to con-
struct a six-foot high fence as well as
a five-foot high landscaped berm. And
Seth Baerson was granted permission
to install a patio and fire-pit at his
home at 917 Crestwood Road.

Sports -- Blue Devil Hoerle
Places 7th at NJSIAA Mat Tour-
ney; Lady Blue Devils Overwhelm

Edison Eagles; Blue Devil Boys
Oust No. Hunterdon in Section
Hoops.

Online-Only Bonus at goleader.com

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COUNTY TO PROVIDE EMS COVERAGE...The Union County Freeholders
last week approved a shared service with Fanwood to provide EMS coverage
weekdays from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. The Fanwood Rescue Squad will provide daytime
coverage when it has sufficient staff and will continue serving the borough in the
overnight hours.

Redevelopment Study of Muni.
Properties OK’d by Plan. Bd.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The plan-
ning board on Monday night voted
to authorize its planner to conduct a
study of whether two municipal-
owned properties on Plainfield Av-
enue should be declared as Areas in
Need of Redevelopment and pos-
sible sites for a new municipal com-
plex.

The grassy property located at the
corner of Westfield Avenue and Ever-

green Avenue and the adjacent prop-
erty used for leaf and other storage
have been the subject of much discus-
sion as potential sites for a new mu-
nicipal building, police headquarters,
fire station and rescue squad.

The township’s downtown rede-
velopment efforts will get underway
with the township-owned properties
where the municipal building, po-
lice department, the north side
firehouse and the library are located
as well as the parking lots adjacent
to the municipal building and library,
behind the stores that front Park
Avenue and the parking lot behind
the row of businesses on East Sec-
ond Street adjacent to the CVS phar-
macy. Moving the township’s ad-
ministrative offices and the police
and fire departments out of the down-
town business district would free up
that property for private develop-
ment. The proposed plans are ex-
pected to be publicly unveiled in the
next month or two.

Residents living in the Westfield
Avenue-Evergreen Avenue-Henry
Street neighborhood adjacent to the
Plainfield Avenue properties have
spoken about their concerns about
increased traffic in the area as well as
the safety of children walking to and
from Evergreen School and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School if a new

municipal complex was built on ei-
ther of the lots.

At the township council’s meeting
last week, Mayor Alexander Smith
emphasized that the planning board’s
study did not mean that any final
decision has been made about where
to relocate the municipal facilities.
And Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo said
the public would have the opportu-
nity to comment on the planning
board’s study’s conclusions once it’s
completed and the board reviews it at
a public hearing.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMING DOWN...The Westfield Rink, located in the parking lot of Gumbert
Park in Westfield, is in the process of being uninstalled. The rink, now in its second
season, is operated by Ken Anderson of the Union Sports Arena on Route 22.

Fanwood Appoints
New Borough Clerk

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council on Monday approved
the appointment of Kathleen Holmes
as borough clerk. She will begin her
new position on April 1, Acting Bor-
ough Clerk Colleen Huehn told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Ms. Holmes is currently assistant
township clerk in Union. According
to her Facebook page she has been
employed by Union Township since
January of 2006.

Fanwood’s longtime clerk/admin-
istrator Eleanor McGovern retired in
December after 35 years with the
borough.

Architectural Firm to Design
New Scotch Plains Library

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council on Tuesday secured the
services of an architectural firm to
provide design and grant application
services for a new library.

Netta Architects LLC of Moun-
tainside will assist township officials
in applying for state library grant
funds and in putting together designs
for what is expected to be a new,
22,200-to 25,000-square-foot library
that will likely be located close to the
existing library on Bartle Avenue.
State voters in 2017 approved a $125-
million library bond ordinance for

rehabilitating existing libraries and
building new ones. The 30-day appli-
cation period opened on March 6,
with the deadline for submissions
being Monday, April 6. The state will
match up to $12.5 million in con-
struction costs.

Mayor Alexander Smith said the
library grant money is “very key to
us” and also noted that the plans the
Netta firm will be working on ini-
tially will be more for the use of state
officials in determining how much
grant money to award to Scotch Plains.
Specifics, actual floor plans and other
details will be provided at a later time
once the township knows how much

state funding it will be receiving. The
$65,000 fee being paid to the Netta
firm will be provided by Advance
Realty Investors, the township’s des-
ignated downtown redeveloper.

In other business, Union County
Sheriff Peter Corvelli spoke about
the county’s Sheriff’s Labor Assis-
tance Program (SLAP) that has seen
a resurgence of use by municipalities
in recent years. First initiated in 1993,
the program supplies towns with free
labor provided by low-level, non-
violent offenders who, instead of pay-
ing a monetary fine for minor infrac-
tions, work on projects like cleaning
streets and parks, painting municipal
offices and moving furniture. Mr.
Corvelli said all SLAP workers are
supervised by uniformed officers and
emphasized that the risk to public
safety is basically nil.

SLAP workers “take some of the
workload off local DPWs,” Mr.
Corvelli said. Last year, he said, 326
offenders in Union County worked
247 days, or 10,000-plus man hours,
in some of the municipalities in the
county. He said his office is urging
judges to impose more of these types
of sentences instead of monetary fines.
Scotch Plains utilized the program
back in the 1990s and early 2000s.

The council on Tuesday also passed
a $745,000 bond ordinance that will
finance the digitization of all the docu-
ments and other township records
currently in paper form in various
offices in the municipal building. The
council will hold its next meeting on
Tuesday, March 24, when the 2020
municipal budget is expected to be
introduced.


