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Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
WELCOME TO CRATER WORLD...Motorists should use caution when driving
in the rear downtown employee parking lot on the north side of the Westfield Train
Station. The lot is littered with huge potholes and cracks that could damage
vehicles.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
GET YOUR GIRL SCOUT COOKIES...Westfield Troop 40325 sells Girl Scout
cookies in downtown Westfield Sunday afternoon.

Health Officer Updates
Board on Coronavirus
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — With what is now at
least 15 cases of coronavirus includ-
ing one death, COVID-19, recorded
in New Jersey including one from
Berkeley Heights, Union County
Health Officer Annie McNair updated
the county Board of Chosen Free-
holders last Thursday on the virus.

She said coronavirus is “actually
common in the environment” and has
symptoms of the common flu.

“What makes this one different is
that it’s new; we haven’t seen it be-
fore. Therefore, it becomes a public
health concern because we don’t know
how it is going to react in different
people. And right now, there are more
unanswered questions than there are
answered ones,” Ms. McNair told the
board.

She said the virus causes cough,
fever and shortness of breath. “So if
you have those symptoms, go see a
health care professional...If you think
you’re sick, see your doctor. (There
is) no need to go to the emergency
room,” she said.

She suggested getting flu shots as it
is flu season, noting that there have
been 12,000 deaths in the United
States “this flu season alone.”

Ms. McNair suggested the follow-
ing tips: avoid people who are sick
and try to keep a six-foot distance
from strangers; if you are sick, stay
home; wash your hands after touch-
ing any surface in public; if you have
to cough or sneeze, use a tissue and
throw it away afterwards and then
wash your hands, or sneeze in your
sleeves if you do not have a tissue.

“This is most important because
these are droplets, (and) you don’t
want to spread these droplets out,”
she said.

She also said that anyone who is
planning on traveling should review

travel restrictions on the website for
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC). She said anyone
who has traveled recently to China,
Italy, South Korea or Iran should con-
tact their local health department to
check if they have any coronavirus
symptoms or if they were in contact
with people, “and if they think they
might have this illness.”

Ms. McNair also suggested resi-
dents visit the New Jersey Health
Department website. They also have
a toll-free number, 1-(800) 222-1222,
which is staffed twenty-four hours a
day, seven days a week.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
said people have been asking her if
they should be wearing masks.

“It is not recommended for the av-
erage person to go around wearing
masks,” Ms. McNair said, suggesting
that people call their doctor, emer-
gency room or urgent care center first
before stopping in to let them know
they are not feeling well and will be
coming to their office. “Because as
soon as you come in, that’s the case
when they are going to give someone
a mask.”

She said respirators “need to be fit
tested” and are for health profession-
als and emergency medical techni-
cians.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a 10-year agreement between
the county’s Office of Health Man-
agement and the Township of Hill-
side to provide health services. Ber-
keley Heights was the first town ap-
proved last month with Ms. McNair
serving as its health officer. She also
will serve in that capacity in Hillside.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said hav-
ing the county serve as health officer
will result in “significant savings” to
the towns. Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella echoed those sentiments.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Leader and Times Sold;
Lauren Barr Is Publisher

The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times were
purchased last Friday by Gale Force
Media, L.L.C., from Watchung Com-
munications, Inc. Lauren S. Barr will
serve as Publisher and Editor-In-Chief
for the long-established weekly pub-
lications. She becomes the first
woman publisher in the 130-year his-
tory of The Leader.

Upon the sale of the company, Mrs.
Barr became the 11th publisher of
The Leader, which was established in
1890, and The Times, which was
founded in 1959. She has been with
the publications for 19 years, serving
in various capacities including re-
porter, assignment editor, and arts
and entertainment and education edi-
tor.

The remainder of the staff will
continue under the new ownership
with Paul J. Peyton serving as as-
signment editor, Suzette F. Stalker
as community editor, Christina M.
Hinke as arts and entertainment edi-
tor, Dave Corbin as managing editor
and sports editor, Jeffrey Gruman as
sales manager, Michael Bartiromo

as production manager, and Robert
P. Connelly as business operations
manager.

Horace Corbin purchased the pa-
pers in June of 1996 from Katherine
Bauer and Carmelo Montalbano. The
late Kurt C. Bauer purchased The
Leader in August of 1990 from the
Walter J. Lee, Jr. family, which had
owned the newspaper for 80 years.
Mr. Lee had been publisher from 1927
until his death in 1990.

He had taken over the paper from
his father, Walter, Sr., who had run the
paper for 17 years.

Mr. Bauer had purchased The Times
in 1993 from the Donald A. Foster
family. Upon Kurt Bauer’s death in
January of 1996 his brother, Jeffrey
L. Bauer, assumed the role of pub-
lisher until he was killed by his es-
tranged wife in a murder-suicide on
March 4, 1996 in the newspaper’s
previous office at 50 Elm Street in
Westfield.

The newspapers will continue to be
based at their current office, located
at 251 North Avenue, Westfield, third
floor.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
COMING DOWN...The Westfield Rink, located in the parking lot of Gumbert
Park in Westfield, is in the process of being uninstalled. The rink, now in its second
season, is operated by Ken Anderson of the Union Sports Arena on Route 22.

COVID-19, Budget, Class Size
Among Westfield BOE Topics

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.,
began Tuesday’s board of education
meeting with an update about the
“ever-evolving” coronavirus
(COVID-19) outbreak. She said there
is a lot of information on the district’s
website, westfieldnjk12.org/, includ-
ing previous district communications,
resources on speaking to children

about COVID-19, and links to up-
dated information from various health
departments. Superintendent Dolan
urged parents to fill out the technol-
ogy access survey, so the district can
assist those in need.

Principals, supervisors and teach-
ers have been working on plans for
possible at-home learning, while the
district awaits further instructions
from the state health department. If
schools are closed from “a written
directive of the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Health or the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department,” the “at-
home instruction due to a public-
health school closure will count to-
wards the statutory 180 days of
school,” Superintendent Dolan said.

“We hope it doesn’t come to that,”
she said, but recommended parents
try to address child-care options early,
just in case. Field trips are being
monitored for infections in the area,
along with the vitalness of the trip,

according to Superintendent Dolan,
and will be canceled if necessary.

In other business, Business Admin-
istrator Dana Sullivan presented the
revised budget with recently-an-
nounced $5 million of state aid in-
cluded. The approximately $111 mil-
lion will only increase the tax levy by
1.4 percent, which she said falls un-
der the state’s 2-percent cap. She said
the average household will see an
increase of approximately $141 in
the school tax category.

The 2020-2021 budget has one of
the lowest increases in recent years,
said Ms. Sullivan. She and her team
examined reductions in transporta-
tion, which, as previously reported in
The Westfield Leader, was one of the
increasing costs that had significantly
affected the draft budget presented in
February. They also eliminated a pro-
posed position next year of a health
and wellness coordinator. Reductions

Sports -- Blue Devil Hoerle
Places 7th at NJSIAA Mat Tour-
ney; Lady Blue Devils Overwhelm

Edison Eagles; Blue Devil Boys
Oust No. Hunterdon in Section
Hoops.

Online-Only Bonus at goleader.com
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MILESTONE EVENING...Lt. Nicole Stivale is administered the oath of office by Mayor Shelley Brindle Tuesday at the
town council meeting. She is the first female lieutenant in the Westfield Police Department and is pictured with her family.

WPD Hires New Officers;
Update Given on COVID-19

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Po-
lice Department (WPD) appointed
its first female lieutenant in a cer-
emony Tuesday, when six officers
were administered the oath of office.
Lt. Nicole Stivale was promoted from
sergeant; she has served the depart-
ment since 2011. Lt. Marcin Kapka
was promoted from sergeant, serving
the department since 2003.

Elizabeth Savnick was appointed
to the position of detective of police,
and also serves as a school resource
officer; Piotr Wierzbicki also was
appointed to detective of police, and
four new police officers were ap-

pointed to the WPD.
In a health update, the town’s health

officer, Megan Avallone, advised
members of the community to stay
home if they or their child is sick, to
wash hands for 20 seconds, use a
paper towel to turn off the faucet, and
to stop touching their face. If some-
one has a fever, cough and has been to
see a person who is possible or posi-
tive with the coronavirus, known as
COVID-19, she said they should call
their health care provider.

“The good news is the department
has been through these types of re-
sponses before,” Ms. Avallone as-
sured the town council at its confer-
ence session. “I am fully confident in

our staff.” While some other schools
have decided to shut down tempo-
rarily to form an action plan, Westfield
public schools “are monitoring
things,” Ms. Avallone said. “If the
school does that, it would be appro-
priate,” she said if they chose to close.

Police Chief Christopher Battiloro
is to meet with Business Administra-
tor Dana Sullivan and Superinten-
dent Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., to dis-
cuss response procedures. For now,
every day Ms. Avallone, Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea and Mayor
Shelley Brindle will have a call with
Union County at noon for updates on
the coronavirus (COVID-19). The
WPD is taking precautions as well.
WPD officers will attempt to avoid
making patient contact when on a call
unless absolutely necessary if the
patient has the flu or flu-like symp-
toms or is possible or confirmed
COVID-19. Also, WPD officers are
to keep a six-foot distance from a
patient to protect themselves. Town
Hall’s goal is to be “open and serving
the public 24/7,” Mr. Gildea said.

In other business, the town is initi-
ating further action to seek designa-
tion of areas in need of redevelop-
ment. The town council approved
unanimously a series of three resolu-
tions, with Councilman Mark
LoGrippo abstaining, to direct the
planning board to perform a prelimi-
nary investigation of certain proper-
ties in town to decide if they are
qualified as non-condemnation areas
in need of redevelopment. Those
properties include 146 Elm Street,
131 Elm Street, 360 Watterson Street,
300 South Avenue West, 301 North
Avenue West, 116 Elmer Street and
148 Central Avenue, all of which are
municipally-owned parking lots; 630
North Avenue West, 526 North Av-
enue West, 601-613 North Avenue
West, where Lord & Taylor and the
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