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Aimee Nuzzo 
WHS 1991, former TV reporter and anchor, and 

owner/executive producer of Concept2Cut productions 

“Shedding the Spotlight” 
 

Learn how a TV reporter found her  

authentic self behind the camera 
 

Wednesday, November 4  7:00 pm 

The Westfield Memorial Library  550 East Broad Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

Open to the public.  Pre-registration required.  

Register online at www.wmlnj.org  or call 908.789.4090 ext. 0. WANT ADVANCE NOTICE? 
 

Join the Hale Series mailing list! 

 Send your email address to: 

HaleSeries@gmail.com 

Ricardo Roig 
WHS 2001, former Westfield schools art teacher, local 
gallery owner, and creator of the Westfield Circle mural 

 

“Local Color” 
 

Hear the inspiring story of a local artist who has  

parlayed his hand cut paper screen prints into an art 

world success with 5 galleries showcasing his work 
 

Wednesday, October 7  7:00 pm 

Judge John M. Boyle 
Westfield resident, practicing attorney,  

and retired NJ Superior Court Judge 
 

“Looking Back” 

Reminisce with John Boyle on his life in Westfield,  

17 years as a Judge, and over 60 years as an attorney 

Wednesday, May 13   7:00 pm 

p g y g

Robert Wendel 
 Westfield resident, Town Historian, and   

Co-Chair, Westfield 300th Anniversary Committee  
 

"Westfield’s Revolutionary War Homes— 
Then and Now"  

 

Celebrate Westfield’s 300th Anniversary by learning about  

Westfield’s oldest homes—their stories, myths, and legends 
 

 Wednesday, March 18   7:00 pm 

Made possible by grants from  
The Anne and Lee Hale Fund and The Thomas Glasser Foundation   

Hosted by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library 

Expand Your Mind through the 

13TH ANNUAL HALE SPEAKER SERIES 

All programs are held in the Westfield Memorial Library Meeting Room 

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

– Obituaries –
Zoltan ‘Zook’ Pope, 94, Family Man;
Was Avid Tennis Player and Golfer

Zoltan Louis (Zook) Pope, 94, of
Red Bank, N.J., passed away
peacefully at home at the Atrium in
Red Bank, N.J., on Sunday, February
23, 2020, just days after celebrating
the 67th anniversary of marriage to
his loving wife, Mary. In 1952 his
sister Anne had
introduced him to Mary,
whom he married on
Valentine’s Day 1953.
The Popes had been 51-
year residents of
Westfield, N.J.

Zook was the last
remaining of nine
children, born in 1925 in
Sabraton, W. Va., to John
and Anna Popp,
Hungarians who had
immigrated through Ellis
Island. A star high school
athlete and scholar, after
graduating from Rahway High
School he had joined the U.S.
Merchant Marines, earning an
Honorable Discharge for
transporting troops and materials into
the European Theater combat zone
during World War II. He continued
as a merchant seaman for another ten
years after the war, holding a Master’s
License and attaining the rank of
Second Officer. Once ashore, he
resumed his studies at Union County
Junior College and earned a
Bachelor’s Degree in prelaw at
Rutgers, where he was salutatorian,
with three children, studying at night
while building a second career with
Ford Motor Company. With Ford he
advanced from line Superintendent
to Assistant Plant Manager at the
Edison (Metuchen) Assembly Plant
before retiring in 1991.

Always active, Zook and Mary
enjoyed many games of tennis at the
Westfield Tennis Club and Platform
Tennis at Echo Lake Country Club, but

especially golf at ELCC and many clubs
around the world. Always the master,
Zook took home many golf trophies
from ELCC, highlighted by Senior’s
and President’s Cup championships, as
well as giving back to the sport as a
course rater with the NJSGA. In later

years his game was pool,
regularly entertaining other
residents of the Atrium with
his evening pick-up games.
His studious nature showed
through when, at age 90, he
picked up a paintbrush to
produce a series of
watercolor landscapes
expert enough to be
featured in one-man shows.

He is survived by his
wife, Mary; daughter,
Susan (Peter) Van
Deventer of Eatontown,
N.J., Winston-Salem,

N.C., and Houston, Tex.; and sons,
William Zoltan Pope of Milton, Fla.,
Jonathan Runyon (Tina) Pope of New
Orleans, La., and Kenneth Michael
(Bruno) Pope of Cerro al Lambro,
Italy; grandchildren, Meghan Stiffler,
Alissa Floyd, Peter Van Deventer and
Hadley Pope; six great-grandchildren;
many nieces and nephews, and a
tremendous number of friends.

A private military graveside service
will be held at the Burial Grounds of
The Presbyterian Church in the West
Fields of Elizabethtown. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contributions may
be made to the Union County College
Fund, 1033 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, N.J. 07016. A memorial
service will be held at a later date.

Please visit
www.johnedayfuneralhome.com to
leave an online condolence for the
family. John E. Day Funeral Homes,
Red Bank, is serving the family of
Zoltan Louis Pope.
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Zoltan L. Pope

GSWF to Welcome
‘Genealogy Chris’

WESTFIELD — The Genealogical
Society of the West Fields (GSWF) will
host Chris Tracy, known as “Genealogy
Chris,” at its regular meeting on
Thursday, March 12. Mr. Tracy will
reveal “tips, tricks and resources” to aid
researchers in developing successful
strategies for finding elusive ancestors
who came to America from far-reaching
areas of the world.

Mr. Tracy has been researching
his family tree for more than three
decades, which includes Polish,
Slavic, Irish, English and Scottish
roots. A teacher and speaker, he
holds hands-on workshops to aid
novices  and exper ienced
researchers alike in improving
their skills and getting to know
family stories.

Free and open to the public, the
meeting will start promptly at 1 p.m.
at the Westfield Memorial Library,
located at 550 East Broad Street. Light
refreshments will follow the program.
For more information, call GSWF
President Nancy Humphrey at (908)
612-6029.

Suzanne Janet Wells Traynor, 60,
Enjoyed Time With Family, Friends

Suzanne Janet Wells Traynor, 60, of
Mountainside, N.J., passed away on
Thursday, February 27, at Overlook
Medical Center. Daughter of Willis
and Janet Wells, she was born on
October 15, 1959 in Elizabeth, N.J.
She was raised in Mountainside, N.J.

Suzanne is survived by her husband,
John H. Traynor III, and her three
children, Christopher Traynor,
Kimberly Monaco (Traynor) and
Kenny Traynor. In addition, her two
brothers, Willis Wells, Jr. and Stephen
Wells, survive her.

She attended Beechwood and
Deerfield schools in Mountainside as
a child, Jonathan Dayton High School
in Springfield, N.J., and Fairleigh
Dickinson University, graduating with
a Bachelor of Science degree in
Accounting. Suzanne worked for
Wausau Insurance as a Workers
Compensation Supervisor from 1984
to 1994, then was a stay-at-home mom
to raise her three children. She also
worked part-time when her children

were growing up at Beechwood
School and the YMCA in Berkeley
Heights.

She loved going to concerts with
her daughter, Kimmy, especially
Justin Bieber, who they saw six times;
also Taylor Swift and One Direction.
Suzanne enjoyed getting together with
childhood friends for their birthdays
and other occasions; pampering her
dog, Sparky; going to the beach, and
she loved to watch the latest scary
movies, home makeover shows and
bad reality TV.

A visitation was held on Monday,
March 2, 2020, from 4 to 8 p.m., at
Dooley Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westfield.
Extended family and friends gathered
from 9 to 10 a.m. on Tuesday, March
3, 2020, for the Funeral Service
beginning at 10 a.m. at the Dooley
Colonial Funeral Home. Interment
followed at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.
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Rev. Saporito Is Appointed
Auxiliary Bishop By Pope

Rev. Michael Saporito

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Pope
Francis has appointed the Reverend
Michael Saporito, pastor of St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield,
as one of three new auxiliary bishops
within the Archdiocese of Newark,
according to press releases from the
United States Conference of Bishops
and the Archdiocese of Newark.

Father Saporito was born in New-
ark and raised in Bloomfield. He at-
tended St. Thomas the Apostle El-
ementary School in Bloomfield and,
in 1980, graduated from Paul VI Re-
gional High School in Clifton. Gradu-
ating from Rutgers University New-
ark in 1984 with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Accounting, he was em-
ployed in public accounting for three
years after graduation. He entered
Immaculate Conception Seminary at
Seton Hall University in September
of 1987 and was ordained a priest on
May 30, 1992.

Bishop-elect Saporito served as
parochial vicar at St. Joseph’s Church
in West Orange from 1992 to 1994,
St. Peter the Apostle in River Edge
from 1994 to 1999, Our Lady of the

Visitation in Paramus from 1999 to
2001, and St. Elizabeth in Wyckoff
from 2001 to 2004.

In May of 2004, he was appointed
pastor of St. Joseph Church in
Maplewood, where he served for al-
most seven years before being named
pastor of St. Helen’s in February of
2011.

Community Presb. Church
Welcomes New Pastor

Rev. Anastassia Cooper

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Community Presbyterian Church has
announced the arrival
of its new head pastor,
the Reverend
Anastassia Cooper.
Reverend Cooper has
traveled from her
previous home in St.
Peters, Mo., with her
husband, David, and
began her ministry at
the Community
Presbyterian Church
on March 4.

Reverend Cooper
brings to the
Community Presbyterian Church “a
genuine devotion and love of
Christianity and the teachings of

Jesus Christ. She is an intelligent,
compassionate and
loving person who is
excited for her new role
at the church and within
the community,”
according to the
church’s announcement
of her arrival.

The public is invited
to join the congregation
for worship service at
10:30 a.m. this Sunday,
March 8, to meet
Reverend Cooper and to
share in this new chapter
in the life of the church.

The Community Presbyterian
Church is located at 1459 Deer Path,
Mountainside.

Joan Margaret Nierstedt,
Was Loving Wife and Mother

Joan (née Flannery) Nierstedt
entered into eternal life on Monday,
February 3, 2020. She was 90 years
old and had recently celebrated her
birthday with family and friends.
She was predeceased by the love of
her life, Raymond Nierstedt. They
had been married for 63 years.

Joan was a devoted mother to
their four children, Raymond,
William, Barbara and Janice, and
six grandchildren, Eric, Jenna,
Shannon, Colin, Fiona and Summer.

Joan grew up in Jersey City and
attended Saint Patrick’s Grammar
School and Lincoln High School.
She worked for Prudential Insurance
Company prior to getting married to
Raymond Nierstedt in 1953. They
remained in Jersey City until 1957
when they moved to Roselle. They
remained in Roselle for almost fifty
years before moving to Bayville.
They remained in Bayville for ten
years until they moved to Cranford
to be closer to their children.

Joan loved her children and
grandchildren and supported them
in all of their endeavors. She was
active in Saint Joseph the Carpenter
Parish in Roselle, and belonged to
the Mother’s Club, Rosary Society,
Knights of Columbus Ladies
Auxiliary, and the Girl Scouts,
among other organizations. She
attended Roselle Catholic soccer
games to watch her sons play soccer.
When her children were older, Joan
worked for a series of local banks
and insurance companies. When
they lived in Bayville, she was very
active in Saint Barnabas Parish. She
was especially active in the SWAP
program that provided second-hand
clothing to the needy.

Joan was a world-class shopper,
and could find a deal where none
existed. No matter what was needed,
she could find a better model for less
cost. Rules also meant little to her, as
they could easily be replaced by new
rules. She was a great listener, and
would offer a good solution to the

many problems brought to her. She
was firm when she needed to be, and
no one could fool Joan Nierstedt.
Her advice will be sorely missed.

Joan and Ray traveled to England
and Paris, among other destinations,
and spent many wonderful days at
their Cape May condominium.

Joan was predeceased by her
parents, Michael and Margaret (née
Eisemann) Flannery; her brothers,
Donald, Jack and James; sister,
Dorothy, and her grandson, Colin.

Joan is survived by her sister,
Carol. She is also survived by her
children, Raymond, William and
Maria (Casella), Barbara and Brian
Maher, Janice and Robert Keegan,
and her grandchildren, Eric, Jenna
Jordan and her husband, Ken,
Shannon Maher, and Fiona and
Summer Keegan.

Arrangements are by the Walter
J. Johnson Funeral Home, 803
Raritan Road, Clark, N.J.

A Mass was held on Friday,
February 7, at St. Joseph the
Carpenter Church in Roselle.
Interment took place at Graceland
Memorial Park in Kenilworth, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Alzheimers
Association, Friends of Colin.com,
or the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation.
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Christianne Orto, 54, Raised In Westfield;
1983 Westfield High School Graduate

Christianne Orto, 54, of Manhattan,
New York, died on Saturday, February
22, after a long illness, surrounded by
loving family and friends. She was
born on August 21,1965 and was raised
in Westfield, NJ, graduating from
Westfield Senior High School in 1983.
In 1987, she graduated magna cum
laude from Barnard College, where
she was elected to Phi Beta Kappa.
She went on to receive her Masters
degree in Musicology from Columbia
University.

Christianne was a
classically-trained
pianist who studied
with Sondra
Tammam, Dorothy
Taubman, Edna
Golandsky, Nathan
Brand and John
Bloomfield. She
enjoyed playing
repertoire ranging
from Jean Sibelius to
Louis Moreau
Gottschalk.

Early in her career,
she worked as a
producer in classical
recording at BMG
Classics, editing the
music of Alicia de
Larrocha and Evgeny Kissin, among
others. She joined the Manhattan
School of Music in 1996, then under
the leadership of Marta Casals Istomin,
to develop the school’s distance
learning program, becoming Dean of
Distance Learning and Recording Arts
in 2004. The Distance Learning
Program was one of the first of its kind
at a music conservatory and is now
regarded as the gold standard in music
distance learning.

Initially, she worked closely with
early adopter Maestro Pinchas
Zukerman to teach his students at a
distance. Among other artists she also
worked with was renowned baritone

Thomas Hampson in an ongoing series
of live-streamed voice master classes.
She collaborated with musical
institutions around the world, including
partnerships with the Sibelius
Academy, Helsinki; The Royal College
of Music, London; the Vienna
Conservatory and the Shanghai
Conservatory, along with numerous
American Institutions, to build a global
arts community. Additionally, she
developed programming that provides

primary and
s e c o n d a r y
s c h o o l s
throughout the
world classes in
jazz, pop, African
and Indian
drumming, and
opera.

Christianne led
the expansion of
l ive-streamed
concerts and
master classes for
the school as well
as a major
expansion in the
Recording Arts
program with her
d e p a r t m e n t
recording more

than 700 school performances
annually, and producing dozens of
commercial recordings. In 2016 she
was awarded Manhattan School of
Music’s President’s Medal for
Distinguished Service. Her work in
distance learning and recording arts
has enabled thousands across the globe
to connect and experience the power
and beauty of music.

She is survived by her sisters Margaret
Orto of Bethesda, Md., Luisa Orto-
Symmans of Houston, Tex., brothers-
in-law Kevin Welber and W. Fraser
Symmans, nieces Raffaella Symmans,
Sophia Welber, and Natalie Welber,
and nephew William Symmans and a

Christianne Orto

devoted circle of remarkable friends.
Burial was on Thursday, February

27, at Woodlawn Cemetery in the
Bronx. A music-filled memorial service
in celebration of her life will be held on
Saturday, April 18, at 4 p.m. at the
West End Collegiate Church, 245 West
77th Street, New York, NY 10024.
Memorial donations may be made in
her name to Ovarcome Foundation
(www.ovarcome.org), an organization
assisting underserved women battling
ovarian cancer, funding ovarian cancer
research and working to raise
awareness of this disease.

Adored sister, beloved Auntie, best
friend of scores, talented musician and
gentle yet radiant human being: she
died too young and yet inspired and
touched the hearts of so many.

Rest in peace, Christianne.
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Miller-Cory to Host
‘Liberal Libations’

WESTFIELD — The public is invited
to visit the Miller-Cory House Museum
this Sunday, March 8, from 2 to 4 p.m.,
for “Liberal Libations of the 18th
Century,” a program about the many
alcoholic beverages the colonists
consumed on a daily basis. The program
will include a brief talk, a display of
artifacts, and a non-alcoholic punch for
sampling. Tours of the fully-furnished,
circa 1740 museum, along with open-
hearth cooking demonstrations using
early-American recipes (perhaps
featuring one of the libations), also will
be included.

The museum is located at 614
Mountain Avenue, Westfield. Admission
is $5 for ages 13 and older; $3 for ages
3 to 12, and free for those under age 3.

The last program of the museum’s
winter season is “Maple Sugar Sunday”
on March 22. For more information, call
(908) 232-1776 or email
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified

NOVENA
St. Clare, St. Jude, St. Therese,

Infant of Prague, St. Ann and St.
Joseph, St. Peregrine, St.
Anthony, St. Lucy, St. Michael
the Archangel, pray for us so that
each and every priest will
repeatedly say yes to the call he
has received, remain constant in
preaching the gospel message
and be faithful forever as a
companion of our Lord, Jesus
Christ, Pope Francis. Say Nine
Hail Mary's.


