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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
75-77 N Bridge St., Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

All The News
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Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Alex Mirabella
amirabella@ucnj,org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Covid-19:
An Optimistic Prediction

Open Letter to Governor Murphy

Time will tell regarding the final
impact of COVID- 19, but, given my
over half-century career as a physician
heavily involved in clinical research
and studying disease patterns, I’d like
to predict the possibility of a relatively
benign outcome. Though the virus
appears to be highly contagious, on
the other hand, its lethality currently
appears to be small. Also, it’s highly
probable that the symptoms of many
patients are sufficiently minor that
they don’t bother to visit a doctor or a
hospital for treatment thereby
becoming statistically unrecognized.
Its prevalence, therefore, is probably
higher than currently reported and, if
true, the incidence of mortality,
therefore, is lower than the
approximate 2 percent currently
reported.

Now compare this to influenza in
the U.S. which, depending on the
season, infects millions and kills
thousands of patients, the greater
number being, which appears to also
be so with COVID-19, in the elderly.
Though, in the early phases, and one
can never accurately predict how this
Coronavirus pandemic will play out,
it appears that, considering the

available data, its impact will not
match that of influenza and, as with
influenza, have its season and fade
with time and perhaps recur.

The development of preventive or
treatment anti-viral therapies is quite
complex and, though we have great
U.S. teams now trying mightily to
discover them, one needs a bit of lady
luck to discover any effective, safe
one soon.

This brings us to the growing,
intense global panic, fueled by
political and media interests, affecting
not only security fears, but also global
markets. Fearful of being wrong in
their judgments and paying the
inevitable vicious personal price for
having done so, the absence of a
single highly visible authority to calm
the panicky waters of COVID-19
bespeaks of the absence of courageous
statesmen.

I fear that the primary lesson of this
outbreak is the urgent need to discover
preventive or treatment anti-viral
vaccines and drugs. And how is this
done? Why not ask your congressman
and prepare to be disappointed.

Stephen L. DeFelice, M.D.
Westfield, NJ

Governor, your proposal or
enactment of allowing undocumented
residents of New Jersey to apply for
a driver’s license is a very bad idea.
You must realize or take into
consideration the ripple effect.

Governor, our Division of Motor
Vehicle offices are overwhelmed
already. There was no one in this
state who has not spent hours and
hours, line after line waiting to do
what is required to renew your
license. With this enactment granting
the undocumented resident license
would overwork these offices to the

bursting point.
Just one more thing Governor, I

am a retired police officer and a
military veteran and every time I
come to renew my license I have to
bring a passport, proof of a checking
account, bills paid and other types of
information to collaborate my
identity.

Then how is it possible for
undocumented residents to come up
with these standards of
identification?

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

Parks and Exasperation;
What Might Have Been

This spring, thousands of Westfield
children will suit up to play baseball,
soccer, lacrosse, and a variety of other
outdoor sports. Sadly, they will continue
to have inadequate town fields on which
to play.

More than two years into its tenure,
Mayor Brindle’s administration has not
added a single square inch of new athletic
field in town for the benefit of our
children and other residents. It did not
have to be this way.

When Mayor Brindle took office, the
town had already invested $80,000 to
develop an improvement plan for
Tamaques Park. That plan, which can
be accessed at www.goleader.com/
news/docs/2018-Westfield-Tamaques-
Park-Plan.pdf, included among other
things a new, lighted turf field that would
be pre-lined for multiple sports; a new
and expanded field house that would
provide storage for flag football and
other sports, a second floor community
room and wrestling room, new
restrooms, and a concession stand; and
60 additional parking spaces to improve
safety in the park and relieve the burden
on neighboring streets.

Participating in the process that
produced the Tamaques Park
improvement plan were the Westfield
Recreation Commission;
representatives of flag football and
wrestling; coaches from our soccer,
lacrosse, softball and baseball leagues;
and Mayor Skibitsky and the then
members of the Town Council. Given
the anticipated heavy usage, a turf field
with lights was critical to providing all
young athletes with the necessary
extended playing time and playing
season.

By August 2017, the plan had been
fully designed and vetted by
stakeholders. The parties were not only
discussing details about the new field
and building, but also discussing the
coordination of team schedules for the
use of other town fields during
construction. The anticipated timing was
for project approval by the Mayor and
Council in early 2018, with shovels in
the ground that summer and fall, and
completion in spring or summer 2019 –
as in last year. Then came the November
2017 election.

Less than 60 days after taking office,
in a February 24, 2018 email to the
Recreation Commission, Mayor Brindle
unilaterally cancelled the Tamaques
Park project in its entirety. Town Council
members were not forewarned about
the decision, nor were their opinions
sought; indeed, there was no public
vote taken. The Mayor simply pulled
the plug. In her words, she decided to
“delay” the planned renovations so that
she could include the initiative in a “5 to

20 year vision” for all Westfield parks.
That vision remains wholly unfulfilled,
a distant mirage.

We need fields now, and we should
already have a lighted, turf one in
Tamaques Park for use by multiple
sports. Our children may one day be
able to see Mayor Brindle’s new fields
– after they graduate from college.
Perhaps their children will be able to
play on them. Mayor Brindle’s short-
sightedness has left our youth with new
fields only in their dreams. If you too
are disappointed, let the Mayor know at
mayorbrindle@westfieldnj.gov.

Next time: Part 2-The Mayor’s
illusory, and expensive, parks plan.

JoAnn Neylan
Chairwoman, Westfield Town

Republican Committee

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rhexis – In medicine, the rupture of

an organ or vessel
2. Lampadedromy – A torch in honor

of Prometheus
3. Spoor – The tracks of a wild animal
4. Matanza – A slaughterhouse

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read
individual. If you get three – word expert.
If you get all four – You must have a lot
of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TENEBROUS
1. Shameful; corrupt
2. Tired, mean, or worn out
3. Dark; gloomy
4. Tenative; timid

TEFF
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. A mild, friendly slap on the back or

shoulder
3. A grain plant of Abyssinia from

which flour is made
4. Excessive grief; very sad

MAMMONISM
1. Acting indiscreetly; carelessly
2. The act of defiling; corruption
3. Devotion to the greedy pursuit of

riches
4. Passing on unfavorable genetic traits

SPRAINTS
1. The waste or dung of an otter
2. Splints used for broken bones
3. Spittle
4. Small number; insufficiency

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-20000355

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-024001-18

Plaintiff: M&T BANK
VS.
Defendant: PRAKASH V. N. RAO AKA

PRAKASH N. RAO AND BHAVANI P. RAO AND
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A., AND SUNNOVA
ASSET PORTFOLIO 4 LLC, AND UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 03/11/2020
Writ of Execution: 01/03/2020
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seventy-One Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Five
and 51/100*** $471,955.51.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains in the County of Union, and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 6 Breezy Court Scotch
Plains Township, New Jersey 07076 with a mail-
ing address of 6 Breezy Court, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot No. 4 in Block No. 15202.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 139.53

feet by 107.96 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Autumn Drive.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Ninety-Three

Thousand Two Hundred Thirty-Eight and 63/
100*** $493,238.63 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 02/13, 02/20, 02/27
& 03/05/20 Fee: $167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-20000561

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012078-18

Plaintiff: REVERSE MORTGAGE SOLU-
TIONS INC.

VS.
Defendant: KENNETH HIGNEY; UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 04/01/2020
Writ of Execution: 02/05/2020
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Eighty-Four Thousand Two Hundred Eighty-Eight
and 94/100*** $184,288.94.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of GARWOOD in the County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 167 MYRTLE AVENUE,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027.

Tax LOT 1, BLOCK 509.
Dimensions of Lot: 60 feet wide by 100 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: Oak Street.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

• 2019 Qtr 4 Due: 11/01/2019 $2,445.26 OPEN
PLUS PENALTY; HOMESTEAD BENEFIT
CREDIT REDUCED TAXES BY: $363.82.

• 2020 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2020 $2,750.39 OPEN.
• 2020 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2020 $2,750.38 OPEN.
Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Ninety-Three

Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-Three and 44/
100*** $193,753.44 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 03/05, 03/12, 03/19
& 03/26/20 Fee: $191.76

Naloxone Packs Will Serve as Literal Lifelines
Our local law enforcement divisions continually strive

to keep pace with the challenges of contemporary police
work, employing state-of-the-art technology, safety
measures, along with other programs and resources in
order to optimally protect and serve the public.

These initiatives have come to include, among others,
the adoption by police departments of body-worn cameras;
National Night Out and other outreach programs designed
to forge bonds between police and the communities they
serve, including within local school districts, and measures
to address the nationwide opioid epidemic.

The Westfield Police Department is strengthening its
own campaign to combat the devastating effects of the
opioid crisis. Last week, Police Chief Christopher Battiloro
revealed that every one of his 61 officers will be equipped
going forward with naloxone, which acts as an antidote in
the event of an opioid overdose.

Naloxone, also known as narcan, counteracts the effects
of an overdose of heroin or prescription painkillers, among
them oxycodone, hydrocodone and morphine, according
to a February 26 press release issued by the Westfield
Police Department.

“When a person stops breathing after overdosing,
naloxone can restore breathing within two to five minutes,
preventing brain injury and death by overdose,” Chief

Battiloro remarked in the release.
The chief said his department recently received a two-

dose pack of naloxone for each officer on the force. These
packets have been furnished at no cost via an initiative
involving the New Jersey Department of Human Services,
the Department of Law and Public Safety and the New
Jersey State Police, the release noted.

The ability to equip each officer with a naloxone pack
significantly enhances the Westfield Police Department’s
overall response capabilities when assisting someone
who has overdosed. Since 2014, all the department’s first-
line patrol vehicles have been outfitted with naloxone, the
press release revealed. “Now every Westfield officer will
have naloxone on his or her person at all times, ready for
immediate deployment,” said Chief Battiloro.

It is our hope that law enforcement agencies in other
area communities will have the same opportunity as
Westfield to have its officers equipped with individual
naloxone packs, as even the most affluent of towns are not
invulnerable to the wave of opioid addiction and its tragic
consequences. These packs buy precious minutes that can
differentiate between life and death, preventing the opioid
epidemic from claiming yet another life, and sparing yet
another family, friends and community from losing one of
their own.

Proposed NJ Budget Explodes To $41 Billion
Governor Phil Murphy released his third 2021 fiscal year

budget last week that calls for total spending of just under $41
billion, nearly $3 billion or 2 percent over the current fiscal year.
Among the highlights is a tax on those making over a million
dollars a year; the tax rate would increase from 8.97 percent to
10.75 percent on income between $1 million and $5 million.

“The administration expects the increase will impact just over
20,000 state residents and another 21,300 out-of-state residents
and generate close to $500 million more tax revenues,” accord-
ing to a Burlington County Times report.

In addition, NJ Transit would see an additional $157 million
in state aid bringing NJ Transit’s 2021 budget to a total of $825.6
million, according to nj.com that will be used, among other
things, to hire 98 new engineers. Although Gov. Murphy is not
raising the state sales tax, he is adding $1.65 to the tax on
cigarettes, making New Jersey’s cigarette tax the 10th highest in
the nation at $4.35 a pack, putting New Jersey on equal footing
with New York and Connecticut.

The budget, according to news reports, includes $4.6 billion
in payments into the state’s underfunded pension funds. Grades
K through 12 public school districts will receive $9 billion in
aid, an increase of $336 million. Locally, the Westfield Public
School District will receive a nearly 17 percent increase, or
$724,434, in state aid funding making its total aid $5,005,708;
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools will receive $4,652,162, up
16.09 percent or $644,775; Cranford, $3,176,929, up 11.82

percent or $335,926; Garwood, $553,437, up 5.62 percent or
$29,463; and Mountainside, $966,684, up 14.90 percent or
$125,378. These numbers are good news for local school
districts. The Murphy budget also adds $83 million more in aid
to fund pre-kindergarten.

Both Republican leaders in Trenton, Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) and Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield), were critical of the
billions of additional spending and taxes.

“Anyone who’s looking for a plan to make New Jersey more
affordable will be disappointed by a budget proposal from Governor
Murphy that raises taxes and makes no effort to constrain costs,” Sen.
Kean said. “In a year when state revenues are booming, the governor’s
spending plan represents a missed opportunity to demonstrate fiscal
discipline and provide real tax relief to New Jerseyans.”

“If the governor continues driving taxes higher and shunning reforms
proposed by the Legislature to cut the cost of government, we’re going
to see a continued exodus from New Jersey,” Mr. Kean said.

Mr. Bramnick added: “The Murphy budget has grown a
whopping 18 percent, approximately $6 billion, in three years
(under Gov. Murphy). New Jersey can’t afford it.” Republican
lawmakers say the state should live within the same 2 percent
spending cap as municipalities.

Increasing taxes, in our view, is never a good idea, given the high
rate New Jerseyans already pay. We have to start living within our
means. Having a one-party rule in Trenton also is not a good thing.

Trees Removed in Scotch Plains
The following letter was sent to the New Jersey

Department of Transportation advising them of my, and
the neighborhood’s issue when trees were removed along
Route 22. March 2, 2020 Via email to: Christopher
Tomlin, Executive Director of the North region, DOT.

I am deeply upset and disturbed by the removal of
numerous trees recently on the lot at the corner of Glenside
Road and Route 22 in Scotch Plains. Many residents in the
neighborhood, which is also my neighborhood, have
approached me and asked why these trees were removed,
as they had been there for as long as we could remember
and provided a sound barrier from the Route 22 traffic.

The answer, provided by the state, is that ONE person
complained about visibility. I am confused as to how one
person’s complaint can result in the removal of dozens of
trees that have been there for decades. While I acknowledge
that there were some downed trees from storms in the past,
I don’t know why so many had to be cut down, and the tree
stumps are still on that lot as of March 1, 2020. I understand
that the state is possibly changing landscaping contractors,
but I implore you to provide us with trees for that lot as
soon as possible and we, the residents of Scotch Plains,
will plant them ourselves. We do not want to have to wait

until the DOT approves a new landscaping contract this
fall.

In Scotch Plains, we have an active Green Team that is
committed to educating residents on how to incorporate
more sustainable habits into daily living, and planting
trees and conserving our green space (especially near
highways) is near the top of the list. Not only do trees
absorb the noise from the highway, but they also turn the
harmful emissions from vehicles into clean air for all of us
to breathe. Having the state come in and remove so many
of our trees is contradictory to our mission. In fact, I was
planning to reach out to the state about providing more
trees along the adjacent state property that surrounds the
gas station. Additionally, we have many deer in the area
that rely on the small regions of open space and now that
is one less area for them to inhabit.

In the future, I hope that the state will reach out to the
Township of Scotch Plains Manager, Al Mirabella, before
infringing on such fragile space. Please advise as to when
the stumps will be removed and when we can expect to
receive new trees for us to plant in that area. Thank you.

Elizabeth Stamler, Councilwoman
Scotch Plains


