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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHO LET THE DOGS OUT?...Dog parks in Union County reopened on
Saturday as part of the lifted Covid-19 restrictions.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OUTDOOR DINING...Outdoor dining restrictions were lifted on Monday, and diners in downtown Scotch Plains came out
in droves thanks to the evening's spring-like temperatures.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONGRATULATIONS, CLASS OF 2020...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School graduation ceremony will take place on Wednesday, July 8, but in the
meantime, lawn signs honoring the graduates were placed along Westfield Road.

Courtesy Westfield Department of Public Works
TO THE RESCUE...Westfield Public Works Supervisors Eugene Watkins, road
crew, and Craig Gibson, downtown crew, save a snapping turtle from going down
the spillway at Mindowaskin Park after many complaints were not answered from
animal control.

SPFHS Live Graduation
Is Planned For July 8

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Class of
2020 will hold a live graduation cer-
emony on Wednesday, July 8, at the
high school’s football field, Superin-
tendent Dr. Joan Mast announced at last
week’s board of education meeting.

With social-distancing and public
gathering restrictions still in place, the
number of attendees permitted will be
determined closer to the planned date
of the event. Dr. Mast said the board has

been working with Scotch Plains Mayor
Alexander Smith, Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr, the two towns’ police
chiefs and the PTA in an effort “to
create the best possible experience for
our students.”

Next Tuesday, June 23, the graduates
will take part in a Car Parade wearing
their caps and gowns, riding with fam-
ily members along a predetermined
route through the two towns. Dr. Mast
said residents will be able to help the
Class of 2020 “celebrate their mile-
stone,” and added that each graduating

student will receive a gift from the PTA.
That evening, a virtual graduation video
will air on Raider Television featuring
short videos submitted by members of
the graduating class. Dr. Mast called
the production “an eternal keepsake
that only the Class of 2020 will re-
ceive.”

The superintendent at last Thursday’s
board meeting also thanked the parent
volunteers for their efforts in putting
together a graduation event unlike any
other due to the shutdown of schools
and businesses amidst the coronavirus
pandemic. “The work and time that our
parents have invested in making the
celebration of the Class of 2020 is
extraordinary,” she said.

The board also addressed the light-
ing project at the high-school fields,
which has raised concerns from nearby
homeowners, who have questioned
whether it should be a priority given the
uncertain status of the sports programs
in the fall and the $1.2-million cost of
the project itself. Dr. Mast said those
funds cannot legally be shifted from the
lighting project included in the capital
budget to the board’s operating budget
to help offset other costs.

Furthermore, state aid to the board of
education will be cut this year due to
state budget constraints stemming from
the virus shutdown. Board member
Nancy Bauer voiced concern that Gov-
ernor Phil Murphy’s office has not of-

Zoning Board Holds First
Meeting Since March

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At its first
meeting since early March, the zon-
ing board of adjustment last week
gave quick approvals to four applica-
tions involving fences, a new deck
and an expanded garage.

The June 11 meeting, conducted
online, occurred the same week that
the other land-use board, the plan-
ning board, also returned to virtual
business by holding its first meeting
since March.

At last week’s hour-long meeting,
the zoning board approved two appli-
cations for fences. Karen and
Ravinder Sharma were given permis-
sion to install a six-foot fence at their

home at 2100 Dogwood Drive. The
fence, which will be situated in the
front yard of the adjoining property,
is needed, the couple said, to keep
their two young children and two
dogs “safe and secure.”

Craig Peskin was the sole board
member to vote against the fence,
saying that all the six-foot white fences
in that neighborhood are “going to
ruin the neighborhood.”

Roberto Gonzalez also was given
permission to install a six-foot fence
at his home at 2201 Mountain Av-
enue.

Ofir and Christina Davidesko were
given approval to build a 20-foot by
25-foot deck at the rear of their home

Council Addresses Racial Issues,
Expands Outdoor Dining Options

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members of
the township council spoke about the
recent marches protesting police bru-
tality and urged residents to become
more involved in local efforts to ad-
dress racial tensions.

At the council’s meeting on Tues-
day, held less than two weeks after
several local marches and sit-ins in
reaction to the May 25 death of George
Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis
police, a proclamation was read that,
besides expressing full support of the
police department, condemned rac-
ism, supported the peaceful marches
being held and committed the town-

ship to be a “more welcoming, inclu-
sive and safe community to all.”

Mayor Alexander Smith said “we’re
all committed to doing our best” to
address the various issues and con-
cerns being raised in recent weeks.
He urged residents to become more
involved, singling out the Truth, Ra-
cial Healing and Transformation
Committee set up early last year with
Fanwood and the board of education
as a vehicle for addressing racial is-
sues and seeking solutions.

Councilman Roshan White, the
council’s sole African-American,
whose son was a main organizer of
the June 4 march from Scotch Plains
to Westfield, said that it is “going to

take all of us to work this out.”  Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Stamler added
that, “we don’t want anyone feeling
not included.”  Councilman Ted Spera
said it was “great to see people com-
ing out” for the various marches and
sit-ins.  Deputy mayor Josh Losardo
said he was hopeful that, “we’ll get to
a better place in the near future.”

The council also issued a procla-
mation designating June 19 as
Juneteenth.  That day commemorates
the date in 1865 when the last en-
slaved people in the Confederacy were
emancipated. The council also issued
a proclamation designating June as
LGBTQ Pride Month.

As the state slowly reopens after
the earlier peak in Covid-19 infec-
tions, the council is encouraging res-
taurants in the downtown to promote
outdoor dining by putting tables in
the municipal parking lots, which
will be closed to vehicles between
now and Thursday, September 3,
between 9 a.m. and 10 p.m.  Mayor
Smith said the outdoor dining permit
fee will be waived and added that
tents will be permitted in the lots as
well. Non-essential retailers will be
allowed to hold sidewalk sales out-
side of their establishments.

The lots that will be shut are the
two parking lots behind the stores on
Park Avenue as well as the lot next to
the municipal building.

In other business, the council put
off until Tuesday, August 18, public
hearings on three overlay ordinances
that will put into place overlay zones
on properties in the seven phases
slated for development as part of the
downtown redevelopment effort.
Mayor Smith said that the hearings
were postponed because of their im-
portance and that he wants to make
sure the public can express their opin-
ions in person, if the municipal build-

Group Sets Out to Hear
Views On Race Relations

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The joint
committee on truth, racial healing
and transformation last week kicked
off what it anticipates will be a series
of listening sessions to allow resi-
dents — adults and students — to talk
about their experiences with racism
and to develop strategies to mitigate
racial incidents and attitudes.

The committee was formed early
last year by the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood governing bodies along with
the board of education, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Ministerium and
Social Justice Matters in the wake of
several racial incidents at the high

school and elsewhere. The group’s
meeting last Wednesday was held,
said Rabbi Joel Abraham from the
Ministerium, in “this moment of cri-
sis” and “this moment of pain,” a
reference to the nationwide protests
related to the killing last month of
George Floyd by Minneapolis police.

Rabbi Abraham, of Temple Sholom
in Scotch Plains, said the committee
wants to hear from members of the
community and hopes the group can
provide “a safe space where people
can share what they are feeling about
race relations in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.”

Both mayors acknowledged the
need for improvement, with Fanwood

Mayor Colleen Mahr saying, “I see
pain in my community when it comes
to race.” Scotch Plains Mayor
Alexander Smith said that when he
ran for his position in 2016, “it was
clear to me that there were tensions
between the races,” and he wanted to
see “what I could do to break down
those tensions and bring people to-
gether.”

Calling the past few weeks “try-
ing,” Social Justice Matters co-
founder Leland McGee, who helped
facilitate last week’s meeting, said
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Taxes Up In Fanwood
As Revenues Decrease

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The average as-
sessed home in Fanwood will see a $72
increase in total taxes when combining
the “slight” municipal-tax increase and
school-district tax increase with the
county budget tax decrease, according
to Business Administrator Fred
Tomkins. Over the past several months,
Mr. Tomkins has worked alongside Fi-
nance Committee Chairwoman and
Councilwoman Erin McElroy Barker
to reduce the budget “where possible”
to offset revenue shortfalls, Mr. Tomkins
said at Monday night’s borough coun-
cil meeting.

In 2019, the average Fanwood house-
hold paid $12,911 in property taxes,
stated Mr. Tomkins. In 2020, the aver-
age Fanwood household will pay
$12,983 in property taxes, he noted.

“We don’t want to confuse residents
as home valuations have changed with
reassessments,” Mr. Tomkins said.

For instance, a home assessed at
$450,000 now, but which was previ-
ously assessed at $295,000 before re-
evaluations, will still owe $12,983 in
property taxes, stated Mr. Tomkins.

Each resident’s tax dollar by percent-
age breakdown includes 60 cents of
each dollar allocated to the school dis-
trict levy, with “roughly” 20 cents of
each going to the county and municipal
budgets, Mr. Tomkins told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district’s tax levy increased 1.4 percent,
according to Mr. Tomkins.

The county budget tax levy, or 20
percent of each tax dollar, has decreased
by $65 per average Fanwood house-
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