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Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
OUTDOOR DINING...These ladies happily enjoy their outdoor dinner on Monday in downtown Westfield, the first night
of lifted Covid-19 restrictions.

Courtesy Westfield Department of Public Works
TO THE RESCUE...Westfield Public Works Supervisors Eugene Watkins, road
crew, and Craig Gibson, downtown crew, save a snapping turtle from going down
the spillway at Mindowaskin Park after many complaints were not answered from
animal control.

JUNE BEAUTY...The Garden Club of Westfield continues to share the beauty to
be found in the town. The June Garden of the Month belongs to Dr. Wendell and
Trish Scott, of 700 Mountain Avenue. This artistically designed garden provides
a hedge of privacy for the family home. Plantings in various colors, shapes and
sizes complement the landscaped property. They are supplemented by flowering
annuals and perennials. In addition, herbs such as lavender, mint, sage and
oregano supply diverse scents as well as savory ingredients for cooking.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
OUTDOORS AT LAST...This happy family enjoys beautiful weather and out-
door dining on Monday in downtown Westfield, the first night of lifted Covid-19
restrictions.

Westfield Board of Education
Starts Planning for Next Year

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — While the state has
yet to announce strategies for re-open-
ing schools in September, the Westfield
Board of Education updated residents
on the early stages of its plans for
environmental projects, cleaning, tech-
nology and continuing discussions of
social justice at its June 16 meeting.

The board recognized the Jefferson
Elementary Green Team members, who
were honored by the State Board of
Education for their student leadership.
Dr. Susie Hung, principal of Jefferson,

spoke about a group of fifth grade
students that presented her with a 46-
page slideshow on why they wanted to
“make a difference for the community.”

These students teamed up with
Westfield’s Green Team and began
weighing the garbage after lunch. After
gathering data, they educated the other
students in the school about using food
waste for fuel, said Dr. Hung. The stu-
dents made a schoolwide presentation
and created a game for younger stu-
dents to learn about separating their
waste into different colored containers
and were already running the program
prior to the school closing in March. Dr.
Hung also said her students “wanted
their efforts to continue” next year and
made a video to enlist the current fourth
graders. Nineteen new students volun-
teered to carry on the mission. “Hope-
fully, in September, you will be back
collecting garbage,” laughed board
president Peggy Oster.

Sean McArthur, head of buildings
and grounds, and custodian staff coor-
dinator Antonio Cuccaro were recog-
nized for sanitizing the school and
helping the police department do the
same throughout the Covid-19 pan-
demic. Board member Michael Bielen
said that Mr. McArthur, Mr. Cuccaro
and the rest of their department were
deep cleaning every school while also
making sure to run water in faucets to

prevent bacterial build-up and keep-
ing classroom doors open to encour-
age ventilation. He also said that areas
where teachers and students had been
in the past few days were given a
thorough cleaning after the staff and
students left. In preparation for next
year, an ultraviolet air cleaner has been
installed in the nurses’ offices to help
with keeping it clean when schools
start up again. The Facilities Commit-
tee has also been researching air puri-
fying systems to be placed in common
areas that have air conditioning units,
such as the auditorium and cafeterias.

Superintendent Dr. Margaret Dolan
said that “multiple classes of students
would utilize the same Chromebooks
over the course of the school day” but
that obtaining enough laptops for ev-
ery student would be a safer option
going forward. According to Brian
Auker, the Chief Technology Officer,
the district will purchase additional
Chromebooks in order to offer stu-
dents one-to-one technology. Mr.
Auker added that if schools need to
move to distance learning again next
year, having a dedicated device for
each student will help families with
multiple children balance virtual
classes and working from home.

Westfield High School’s No Place
for Hate Committee will host a sum-

Westfield Family Pushes
For More Police Training

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Two weeks after
a thousand Westfield and Scotch
Plains residents marched in protest
over the death of George Floyd, resi-
dents are wondering how the police
department is planning to make
changes to make the community safer.

The Villane family has been asking
similar questions for almost 14 years,
since the death of Robert Villane in
2006 during an incident with the po-
lice. Mr. Villane had a mental illness
and was off his medications when
medical screeners called the police to
assist them in taking him to the hospi-
tal. When Mr. Villane resisted going
with the police, officers brought him
out of his apartment, handcuffed him,
put him on the ground and then pep-
per sprayed him. He told police offic-
ers he could not breath while outside
his apartment, brother Don Villane
said. He was pronounced dead at
Muhlenberg Hospital later that night.

Then-chief John Parizeau ad-
dressed the public the next week,
saying, “It’s a tragedy. We feel bad
about it, but I’m very convinced our
officers did well.”

Since Mr. Villane’s death, his fam-
ily has pushed for more education
and training in the police department
on dealing with individuals with men-
tal health issues. Don Villane works
with the National Alliance on Mental
Illness (NAMI) to tell his story in the
Crisis Intervention Team (CIT)
course. The course, said Julie
Donohue, NAMI Union County presi-
dent, is meant to give officers in the
county more tools to use when work-
ing with people with mental illness.

“It teaches them how to respond
with verbal, de-escalation skills,” Ms.
Donohue said. “Instead of using legal

force, we find many times that trained
police officers have a higher success
rate when they use these new skills.”

Maureen O’Brien, Union County
CIT training coordinator, said the non-
mandatory county class has trained
17 Westfield police officers since its
2011 inception.

Don Villane told The Westfield
Leader that as part of the course, a
man who experiences hallucinations
demonstrates how he has practiced
what to say if he is stopped by police
officers in order to “not come across
the wrong way.”

“It’s not just black people that those
things happen to,” Mr. Villane said.
“I’m not [trying] to badmouth the
black movement. I’m just along for
the ride and trying to say there’s other
people that have issues, too.”

He said the death of George Floyd
brought back painful memories of his
own experience.

“It’s not like my brother is the only
case,” he said. “It’s the same way my
brother went. And they played it off
like, ‘We didn’t do anything wrong.
We were just doing our job.’ And it
has to change.”

Mayor Shelley Brindle said in a
statement that, after hearing Mr.
Villane speak at a town council meet-
ing last week, she offered to meet
with the Villane family, along with
Police Chief Christopher Battiloro,
to “discuss how the Westfield Police
Department has evolved over the
years, and continues to evolve, to
ensure that an incident like this never
happens again.”

Chief Battiloro mentioned the
implementation of body cameras, use
of implicit bias training and investi-
gation of officer misconduct com-
plaints as means of police compe-

Garwood Council Passes
Sidewalk/Street Ordinances
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — This past Thurs-
day evening, members of the
Garwood Borough Council unani-
mously passed, upon second read-
ings and public hearings, ordinances
to apply for grants to help make
street and sidewalk improvements
within the borough.

According to Borough Engineer
Michael Disko, there have been
streets that have been looked at for
improvements based on surveys and
file records. These include streets
and sidewalks that have received
safety complaints. Councilman
Marc Lazarow stated that there is
an 11-person advisory committee
that also has been looking at streets
and curbing that need to be updated
within the borough.

It was noted that some trees have
been planted in the right-of-way area
of the streets from many years ago
that need to be removed because of
their roots displacing curbs and side-
walks. After grinding the old trees
down, new trees will be planted in

their place but not in the right-of-
way area.

When asked about the cost for the
sidewalk project, it was estimated
that the whole project would cost
approximately $2,000 for each of
the 284 addresses targeted on Third
Avenue from Oak Avenue to Cedar
Street. This calculates to a bit over
$500,000.

It was revealed that some match-
ing grants were earmarked for the
updates and that there also was a
Department of Transportation grant
application that was due in July to
help pay for the costs.

In other business, Mayor Sara
Todisco reminded residents that as
of Monday, businesses had started
to reopen in Garwood, and urged
the public to patronize them.

It was noted that outside dining
would be available. Restaurants
named as offering outside dining
were researched to include The
Crossroads, Rosie’s Wine Bar, The
Station and Rudy’s.

The mayor added that salons

Town Lots Eyed as Areas In Need of
Redevelopment, Decks Suggested

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A recommenda-
tion to declare eight downtown mu-
nicipal parking lots as areas “in
need of redevelopment” was
adopted by the planning board at its

June 1 meeting and sent to the town
council for adoption.

The designation, if approved at
the council’s Tuesday, June 30 gath-
ering, is the latest step in a process
that would give the municipality
more authority to find developers

and investors for the purpose of
reutilizing the land.

The board’s unanimous vote fol-
lows a study by the urban planning
and consulting firm Topology of
Newark, which presented its find-
ings that the parking lots met the
definition of “dilapidated, obsoles-
cent, faulty arranged or designed
improvement detrimental to the
public safety, health, morals or wel-
fare.”

It comes as the town has recently
declared the entire downtown Spe-
cial Improvement District as an area
in need of rehabilitation, a different
classification that empowers the
town to offer property owners tax
abatements for physical improve-
ments and upgrades.

It also comes as the town awaits
two more studies on the Lord &
Taylor and Rialto Theater proper-
ties about declaring them “non-con-
demnation” areas in need of rede-
velopment, which are due to come
before the planning board at a spe-
cial meeting on Monday, July 20.

“I thought this was a very excit-
ing presentation,” said board mem-
ber Michael La Place, the first ex-
ecutive director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation. “I’ve been
waiting 20 years for it, so, I was on
the edge of my seat.”

Topology Founder and CEO Phil
Abramson and Development Ana-
lyst Chris Colley laid out their find-
ings in an approximately hour-long
presentation during the meeting,
which was held via video confer-
ence.

They analyzed the eight parking
lots, spread over seven parcels of
land comprising just under 13 acres
with a total assessed value of ap-
proximately $697,300.

The study included the three train
station parking lots on both the north
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