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Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
PEDESTRIAN FATALITY...A pedestrian was struck by a taxi cab at the
intersection of South Avenue and Crossway Place in Westfield this past Friday.
The victim, an 87-year-old man from Scotch Plains, was rushed by ambulance to
University Hospital in Newark, where he passed away from his injuries.

Local Demonstrations
Draw Large Crowds

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The na-
tional outrage over the murder of
George Floyd by Minneapolis po-
lice last month reached our area in
the past week, with several marches
and rallies held to call attention to
police abuses and the concerns of
local communities.

More than 1,000 people — mostly
in their teens and 20s — walked
from Park Middle School in Scotch
Plains to the Westfield Train Sta-
tion last Thursday afternoon in what
was dubbed as a peaceful protest
against “systemic racism.” Many
carried hand-made signs decrying
the murder of Mr. Floyd and others
who have been killed by police of-
ficers in recent years and chanted
slogans such as “Black Lives Mat-
ter!,” “No justice, no peace!,”
“Don’t shoot, hands up!” and “I
can’t breathe,” a reference to Mr.
Floyd’s repeated words to the po-
lice officer kneeling on his neck on
May 25.

Before the march kicked off, a
period of silence was held for eight
minutes and 46 seconds, the length
of time that the police officer kept
his knee on Mr. Floyd’s neck.

As the large crowd made its way
down Park and Martine Avenues
and then on to North Avenue before
crossing under the railroad over-
pass at the Westfield circle and en-
tering the south-side parking lot at
the train station, residents living
along the march route applauded
the participants, with some offering
bottled water in the hot afternoon
sun. Police in Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Westfield reported no
incidents during the 45-minute
march or at the rally held at the train
station.

Scotch Plains resident Kobe
White, who graduated from the high
school five years ago, told The
Westfield Leader that he was moved
to organize the march “for the fu-
ture of the younger generation. We
are here to make the movement go
forward and we are here to make a
change.” He contacted a high-school

classmate, Briana Johnson, and the
idea of widening the march from
Scotch Plains to Fanwood and
Westfield took shape. Ms. Johnson
told her younger sister, Morghan,
about it and she contacted her friend
Megan Troutman — a Westfield
resident — “and she was on board
with it,” Mr. White said.

Briana Johnson told The Leader
that the idea for the march was
hatched at her house on May 31,
four days before the event. The
group of friends then met with the
three towns’ police departments and
other local officials to discuss the
route of the march and other logis-
tics before asking for assistance on
social media, which they received,
she said, “from friends, and friends
of friends.”

Ms. Troutman said she got in-
volved because “opening up these
conversations is extremely impor-
tant in our communities and we need
to start fighting for change on com-
munity levels in order to build our
way up.” She told The Leader she is
“angry and upset” to witness sys-
temic racism “so I wanted to be a
part of something that speaks out
against injustice and fights for their
lives.”

While the organizers had hoped
for a turnout of 200 people last
Thursday, Westfield and Scotch
Plains police officials estimated the
actual number of marchers was be-
tween 1,200 and 1,500. “At first, I
was expecting about 50 people,”
Mr. White told The Leader, “but
when we got to the Westfield train
station and I saw the crowd, my
heart stopped a little because it was
a blessing to see how many people
we touched.” Morghan Johnson said
the large turnout “surpassed our ex-
pectations. It was crazy.”

Mr. White expressed his hope that
the march will lead people “to listen
to one another and educate each
other on the issues that we face in
America. We are all equal, we all
bleed the same.” Briana Johnson
said she hoped people, especially
her generation, “stand up and change

Bulk Waste Collection
Services Dwindle

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — What was once a
common service in many New Jer-
sey towns, curbside bulk waste col-
lection, has been reduced to an an-
nual or semiannual event in most
places – for a fee, and may disap-
pear altogether in some.

While towns such as Clark still
offer a free monthly curbside col-
lection, March to October with a
reservation, most municipalities in
central Union County have limited
the service to a once-a-year, or
sometimes twice-a-year, courtesy
that is limited by weight and re-
quires a permit and fee. And then
there are towns such as
Mountainside that have not offered
it in recent memory and unlikely
will add it in the future.

The most common reason for the
limited service is, unsurprisingly,
cost: cost of collection (man hours
for departments of public works
(DPW) and the wear and tear on
vehicles) and the cost of disposal,
local officials said.

“It was a cost issue,” said Clint
Dicksen, who has been the DPW
supervisor in Fanwood since 2005,
was the DPW head in Garwood prior
to that, and has gone back to run-
ning Garwood as well under a
shared-service agreement between
the towns since 2015. “Tonnage has
significantly dropped, which ulti-
mately saves us money.

“In Fanwood, that was in 2007,

2008, there was a budget crunch.
We looked at it as a program that
was offered up to people; it wasn’t
a necessity, it was more of a conve-
nience,” Mr. Dicksen said.

But in other towns, such as
Westfield, the service may vanish
because the town can not find a
vendor willing to bid for the work,
according to Town Administrator
Jim Gildea.

“Many years we’ve only had one
bidder, and two years we had no
bidders, and we had to go out for
bids twice,” Mr. Gildea said. “The
market for bulky waste is not as
lucrative as it once was.”

Last year’s bidder said he would
not bid again.

Westfield usually offers its once-
a-year curbside service in the fall
but may not be able to this year if it
cannot find a company willing to
collect the waste under the specifi-
cations the town sets, Mr. Gildea
said.

One of the biggest issues is that
the bulk pickup is by ward — of
which the town has four — and the
waste from the entire ward must be
collected within a week. In the past,
some contractors have not met the
deadline and complaints flooded
Mr. Gildea’s office, from those who
want their garbage removed to
neighbors who find it unsightly to
others who are unhappy with scav-
engers rummaging through the fur-
niture, appliances, yard equipment

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
POWER TO THE PEOPLE...Organizers speak to a crowd of approximately
2,000 at the end of the march from Scotch Plains to Westfield last Thursday. See
more photos on Page 13.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
CHANGE IS COMING...Congressman Tom Malinowski, an unidentified pro-
tester, Governor Phil Murphy and First Lady Tammy Murphy stop for a photo
at Sunday’s protest in Mindowaskin Park. See more photos on Page 13.
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Downtown Ready to Reopen,
Tax Abatements Approved

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — While caution-
ing that “we’re not out of the woods
yet by any stretch,” Mayor Shelley
Brindle said on Tuesday that, “we’re
happy to be starting to reopen” busi-
nesses as coronavirus infection rates
continue to stabilize and head lower.

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) announced plans to
start reopening the downtown next
Monday, three months after busi-
nesses around the state were mostly
closed at the start of the pandemic.
This week, Governor Phil Murphy
announced a series of moves to ease
New Jersey back to some semblance
of normalcy by lifting the stay-at-
home order and also easing limits
on indoor and outdoor gatherings.

At Tuesday’s virtual town coun-
cil meeting, Mayor Brindle said that
“everyone will have to be flexible
and adaptable,” adding that deci-
sions going forward “will be driven
by feedback from the businesses.”
She said that “everyone is thrilled
to be back downtown” and thanked
residents for supporting local busi-
ness during the pandemic. As part
of the reopening of the downtown
business district, Quimby Street will
be closed to vehicular traffic and be
a pedestrian-only thoroughfare
starting next weekend and continu-
ing through the July 4 weekend.
The hours of closure will be from
Fridays at 3 p.m. to Mondays at 8
a.m.

DWC Executive Director Robert
Zuckerman said if the three-week-
end test is successful, then it will
likely be extended through the sum-
mer. A DWC survey of more than
2,000 residents revealed that 81
percent said they were more likely
to visit and shop in the downtown if
some of the streets were designated
as pedestrian-only. In addition to
Quimby Street, the southern por-
tion of Prospect Street will feature
expanded street seating.

The DWC is planning on holding
outdoor yoga, exercise classes, live
music and other activities on
Quimby Street. Elsewhere in the

downtown, as part of the reopening
plans that were formulated by the
Downtown Westfield Reopening
Task Force, restaurants will have
expanded outdoor dining capacity,
retailers will be allowed to place
tables outside their stores to ease
crowding inside their establishments
and free 15-minute parking on
Quimby Street and Elm Street, be-
tween East Broad Street and North
Avenue, will be provided for pick-
ups and deliveries.

At Tuesday’s council meeting, the
mayor urged residents to continue
wearing masks and practicing so-
cial distancing when out in public
and to wash their hands frequently.
She also said she expects Memorial
Pool to be open, although the tim-
ing is “still unclear.” At last week’s
recreation commission meeting, it
was said that the pool facility is
ready to open its doors once it is
safe to do so. The mayor said the
status of summer day camps is “still
up in the air” as the recreation com-
mission seeks alternative sites given
that the schools where the camps
are typically held are closed to the
public.

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance allowing tax
abatements of up to five years for
property owners within the Special
Improvement District (SID) who
make improvements to their prop-
erties. Tax exemptions for up to
$25,000 worth of improvements will
be allowed followed by a five-year
phasing in of payments for the full
value of the improved property. The
ordinance, which was passed by an
8-to-1 vote, with Councilman Mark
LoGrippo voting no, is part of the
council’s recent designation of the
entire SID as an area in need of
rehabilitation.

At the start of the council’s meet-
ing, Mayor Brindle read a procla-
mation declaring June as LGBTQ
Pride Month in Westfield. The coun-
cil also voted to create a Senior
Advisory Council to advise town
officials and the local government
about issues of importance to resi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At the virtual board
of education (BOE) meeting Tuesday
evening, Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Margaret Dolan addressed the current
racial tension in local communities and
nationwide. “We condemn all acts of
racism, anti-Semitism, bigotry, and ex-
pressions of hatred,” she said.

Dr. Dolan discussed the ways in which
the district addresses diversity and preju-
dice. The district examined classroom
libraries and will purchase books to
provide a “richer and more diverse
experience,” the superintendent said.

She referenced the new social stud-
ies elective, “Power, Privilege, and
Imbalance in America,” which will be
available in the fall to Westfield High
School (WHS) juniors and seniors, as
well as other curriculum components
already in place. These are available on
the district’s website on the curriculum
department’s page.

Earlier this year, the district began

“No Place for Hate” committees at the
two intermediate schools and the high
school. There also are resources on the
district’s website to engage children
and families in discussion about preju-
dice, diversity and human rights and
help students to “speak up against hate,”
Dr. Dolan said.

Board President Peggy Oster said
she would like the board to host a
workshop to look at curriculum, listen
to community members, and continue
to learn and change.

Board member Gretchan Ohlig said
she attended the peaceful protest orga-
nized by Westfield High School (WHS)
students Sunday in Mindowaskin Park.
She said she saw “an incredible display
of bravery” and “was impressed with
their eloquence.” Ms. Ohlig said that as
a board member, it was hard to hear
what some of the students said, but “we
have to accept their experience as true.”
Board member Brendan Galligan sug-
gested including some of the students in

Cranford to Open One Pool
Facility for Summer

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township com-
mittee announced that Cranford will
open one of its two community pools
for the summer 2020 season at Monday
night’s workshop session. Orange Av-
enue Pool is slated to open on Monday,
June 22, in accordance with Governor
Phil Murphy’s timeline.

Deputy Mayor Kathleen Miller-
Prunty said Orange Avenue was chosen
over the Centennial Avenue facility due
to Orange’s size. Costly but necessary
repairs and updates to the Centennial
location also played a part in the deci-
sion. Steve Robertazzi, the township’s
director of parks and recreation, said
approximately 75 percent of typical
membership is needed to keep the pool
financially stable for the season. He
suggested operating the pool for longer
hours to help accommodate smaller
crowds to ensure social distancing. Mr.
Robertazzi also said it was unlikely the
pool would run extra programs such as
swim team, birthday parties, adult exer-
cise classes or swim lessons, which also
would mean lost revenue.

Governor Murphy announced on
Tuesday that pool facilities are limited
to 50-percent occupancy. In a letter to
the residents on Tuesday, the pool util-
ity advisory committee outlined other
restrictions and regulations that would
apply to the 2020 summer season, in-
cluding: no pool toys (noodles,
kickboards, etc.), members must bring
their own chairs, and membership will
be limited to Cranford residents. At the
workshop meeting the previous evening,

Mr. Robertazzi said he believes the
snack stand will be able to open with
some changes, but no guidelines have
been announced. Depending on mem-
bership rates and pool attendance, Mr.
Robertazzi also said he may consider
allowing Cranford residents to purchase
weekly or daily guest passes a bit later
in the summer.

Mr. Robertazzi also said that parks
and recreation camps were unlikely to
open this summer as there are too many
variables involved in keeping children
and counselors safe. With schools be-
ing closed for cleaning, the bathrooms
at local schools such as Brookside Place
and Orange Avenue would be inacces-
sible. Mr. Robertazzi said that would
mean renting port-a-potties and hand-
wash stations, which would be difficult
due to water access in the parks. Also,
playground equipment is still closed
due to COVID-19.

In other business, a resident spoke up
against a private Facebook group called
“Cranford Uncensored” for
cyberbullying, hate speech and racism.
Sophia Elkhoury said cyberbullying is
defined as “using the computer or other
electronic devices to intimidate, threaten
or humiliate” people. Ms. Elkhoury

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HELPING THOSE IN NEED...The Westfield YMCA held a clothing drive on
June 3 in front of the Y's Bauer Branch on East Broad Street in Westfield.
Proceeds will benefit the Westfield Y's financial assistance program, which
makes sure everyone has access to Y programs and activities.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
STRONG MESSAGES...Protesters display their signs at the start of Thursday’s march from Scotch Plains to Westfield in
honor of George Floyd, the Minneapolis man whose killing has spurred nationwide protests.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
FOR GEORGE...Mayor Al Smith addresses the crowd at the start of Thursday’s
march from Scotch Plains to Westfield in honor of George Floyd, the Minneapolis
man whose killing has spurred nationwide protests.

Freeholders Appoint
Bergen As County Counsel

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board on Thursday ap-
proved the appointment of former
freeholder Bruce Bergen as county
counsel at a salary of $175,000, re-
placing longtime counsel Robert
Barry.

Mr. Bergen served six years on the
freeholder board, including two one-
year terms as board chairman. He
also served 17 years as Springfield
township attorney and presently chairs
the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
(RVRC), a rail transit advocacy group
representing towns and counties along
the NJ Transit Raritan Valley Line.
Mr. Bergen ran for state Assembly in
the 21st Legislative District many
times, most recently in 2017.

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella noted that Mr. Bergen has
been an employee of the counsel’s
office over the last year and previ-
ously spent “many years as outside
counsel to this board long before he
was ever a freeholder.” Mr. Bergen
was elected to the freeholder board in
November of 2012 and reelected in
2015, but opted not to seek reelection
in 2018.

“This is insulting and is a slap in the
face to all the residents of the county
and the integrity of our legal system,”
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson said
during public comments. “What we
have here is just plain corruption of
pension padding for someone politi-
cally connected.”

In response, Chairman Mirabella
said, “To question his integrity is not
to know Bruce Bergen on any level.
He is a man of the highest integrity.
I’ll chalk this up to some political
chicanery which Mr. Paterson is
known for.”

“I’m very proud of this appoint-
ment. I think it’s a good appointment
for this board with Mr. Bergen taking
over as county counsel,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

He also thanked Mr. Barry “for his
many, many years of outstanding ser-
vice and legal counsel to this board.”

The board also passed five resolu-
tions to accept funding totaling over
$2 million from the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security Act,
better known as the CARES Act. Fi-
nance Director Bibi Taylor said fund-
ing has been received through the
county Office of Emergency Man-
agement, and the Departments of
Human Services and Economic De-
velopment.

The funding is as follows: $144,474
received from the U.S. Public Health
and Social Services under the Emer-
gency Relief Fund for Healthcare
Facilities under Medicare, and
$399,285 from the state’s Depart-
ment of Human Services, Division of
Aging Services for the CARES Act
Families First Coronavirus Response
Act grant.

Another $72,574 from the U.S.
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) is under the CARES Section 8
Housing Choice Voucher Program
grant, with $430,474 coming from
the state’s Department of Community
Affairs (DCA) for the CARES Act
Community Services Block Grant.

Another resolution allows the
county to enter into an agreement
with the CARES Act/Coronavirus
Relief Funds Grant Subaward Agree-
ment with the state’s Department of
Economic Development (EDA) for
the EDA’s Small Business Emergency
Assistance Grant Program for $1 mil-
lion.

In other public comments, Model
Railroad Club President Tim
McCollum requested that he be al-
lowed to reopen the club’s building,
which has been closed due to the
coronavirus pandemic, for what he
described as “private informal activi-
ties” for the club’s membership. The
75-year-old club is part of the county’s
park system and thus falls under its
restrictions under the pandemic.

He said the club would be open to
members only with restrictions in-
cluding wearing face masks and so-
cial distancing, with a maximum of
10 members in the building. Tem-
peratures would be taken before en-
try of members to the building, which
would remain closed to the public.
The club operates the A. Paul Mallery
Model Railroad Center, located in
Lenape Park off Route 22 East in
Union Township, according to the
county website.

“If anyone contracts COVID-19, I
will shut down the building again,”
Mr. McCollum told the board, if the
board allows the building to reopen.
He said he would open “sometime
after June 22” in line with Governor
Phil Murphy’s phase 2 of reopening
the state.

“I understand that we are not on his
list yet, but some of our members
need the diversion,” he said. “I know
in the big picture that we are not
essential, but to our little part of the
world, this hobby is essential for us.”

Freeholder Mirabella asked that
County Manager Ed Oatman and
Deputy County Manager Amy Wagner
contact Mr. McCollum “to talk
through” reopening the club build-
ing.

“We’re going to abide by all the
governor’s directives and restrictions
and executive orders. We don’t have
a lot of guidance on indoor activities
at this time, so I’m not sure what can
be done,” Freeholder Mirabella said.
“As soon as it’s safe and legally pos-
sible we will get back in there, I am
sure.”

The freeholders also approved a
resolution authorizing the county man-
ager to “apply and execute” an appli-
cation for a $450,000 New Jersey His-
toric Trust grant through the Union
County Improvement Authority. Ron
Zuber, director of parks and recre-
ation, said the money would be used
towards the stabilization of the Home-
stead Farm House, built in 1750, which
served as the clubhouse for the former
Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark that
was closed by the county in 2009.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Demonstrations
the system.” She spoke of the im-
portance of voting, adding, “With-
out your vote, a lot of changes won’t
happen.”

As the marchers wound their way
through Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Westfield, several spoke about why
they were participating. Scotch
Plains resident Randi Childers said
she saw the march as “an opportu-
nity to show support and to listen,”
calling the issue of police abuses “a
morality issue.” A fellow Scotch
Plainser, Nicole Kepner, told The
Leader it was “high time” some of
the issues related to police abuse
were addressed. Calling Mr. Floyd’s
death a “modern-day lynching,”
Rafael Sanchez, marching with his
5-year-old daughter, said he be-
lieved that “black people’s lives and
bodies need to be respected” and
said he wanted to show his daughter
that “black lives matter.” Plainfield
resident Dyan Watkins said she was
marching “to show respect for the
children.” Pumi Nachi, also from
Plainfield, told The Leader that her
10-year-old son was fearful for her
safety at the march, but that she
attended anyway because of the
importance of the issues being
raised.

On Saturday morning, several
hundred marched from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School to the
Shady Rest clubhouse at Scotch
Hills Country Club, carrying signs
and chanting “Black Lives Matter!”
and “No justice, no peace!” Spon-
sored by alumni from the high
school, the rally at the historic golf
facility — the site of the first Afri-
can-American-owned country club

in the United States — featured
songs, poetry and a great deal of
passion from the speakers.

And a few hundred people
crowded into Alan Augustine Vil-
lage Green in Scotch Plains on Sun-
day afternoon for a sit-in outside of
the police headquarters. The event
included calls for police reforms
and comments from several partici-
pants about growing up as an Afri-
can-American and the need for bet-
ter understanding of each other.
Sunday’s sit-in also began with a
period of silence for eight minutes
and 46 seconds.

An estimated crowd of 3,000 at-
tended a Sunday afternoon protester
in Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.
The rally, organized entirely by
Westfield High School rising se-
nior Nala Scott and her teen friends,
welcomed Governor Phil Murphy,
Mayor Shelley Brindle and Con-
gressman Tom Malinowski from the
7th District. They were joined by a
dozen students as well as teens who
led the singing of "We are the
World."

Governor Murphy asked the hun-
dreds of people gathered, "Does the
gap still exist between privilege and
pain? We're here to say that it is.
The kids today have to get it right.
It's now up to you- our generation
didn't get it done."

Mayor Brindle lauded the event
saying, "This was all put together
by the kids-- our youth are leading
the way."

Tom Malinowski, who Mayor
Brindle called a "true human rights
champion" said, "We're here in part
for the names on your signs. We are
here for every man and woman in
America who says, 'Enough is
enough.'"

***
Editor ’s Note: Susan M.

Dougherty contributed to this story.

the discussion and to “let them lead the
conversation” towards change. Board
members Kent Diamond and Michael
Bielen agreed that students should be a
part of the discussion, along with par-
ents, teachers and community mem-
bers.

A 2016 WHS graduate spoke in fa-
vor of renaming the high school in
honor of late Principal Dr. Derrick
Nelson to honor the one-year anniver-
sary of his passing and to help bridge
the racial divide. Superintendent Dolan
said the WHS administration, students
and PTSO are working on a way to
honor his memory, although currently
the plan is not to rename the school.
Business Administrator/Board Secre-
tary Dana Sullivan said it is still an
internal discussion and it will be made
public when they present it to the board.
There is a petition on change.org to
rename the high school in Dr. Nelson’s
honor that has garnered more than
32,000 signatures.

Governor Phil Murphy’s announce-
ment earlier in the day changed the
plans for graduation once again. Dr.
Dolan said high-school senior families
were told to hold the date of Wednes-
day, July 8, 2020, for their in-person
graduation. There were no further de-
tails announced, as the change was
made only hours before the BOE meet-
ing, but the district will continue to
work on plans to give the Class of 2020

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Racial Discourse
a traditional ceremony.

In other news, Ms. Sullivan said the
estimated loss in state aid for the 2020-
2021 school year is around $494,000
from what was originally announced in
February, but numbers will not be final-
ized until late September, when the
Governor unveils his budget. Ms.
Sullivan believes the district will be
able to cover the loss with its surplus for
next year’s budget, as it is difficult to
make cuts in September. The district
also will have to wait and see if the state
aid will return to its original formula or
if cuts will continue for the following
school year in the wake of COVID-19.
However, Ms. Sullivan said that is some-
thing the district can discuss and plan
for next year.

Four Westfield High School teach-
ers were honored earlier in the meet-
ing with awards. These teachers were
recommended by their students, col-
leagues and classroom parents: Spe-
cial-education teacher Gail Alston
(Above and Beyond Award), math-
ematics teacher Matthew Gironda
(Robert and Linda Foose Award),
mathematics and Project 79 teacher
Louis De Angelo (PTSO Outstanding
Teacher of the Year) and chemistry
teacher Suzanne Glynn (Distinguished
Teacher of the Year). WHS Principal
Mary Asfendis said, “Each of these
phenomenal educators are well-de-
serving of their respective awards.”

and other items.
But Westfield’s curbside service

has become increasingly less popu-
lar as the town has ceased subsidiz-
ing it, falling from 1,800 permits
eight to nine years ago to only 400
to 500 last year.

While some towns still subsidize
the service, other towns do not,
which also affects the cost to the
residents.

Nearly every town sets a 750-
pound limit, but the cost to the resi-
dents varies from $85 in Fanwood
($70 for those 65 and older), to
$185 in Westfield. Garwood charges
$100 and Cranford $120 (as of
2019). Fanwood, Cranford and
Westfield are annual. Garwood is
twice a year.

A search of Scotch Plains’ website
did not locate a bulk waste policy
nor price, and emails and phone
calls to Township Manager
Alexander Mirabella and DPW Su-
pervisor Frank DiNizo were not re-
turned.

Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco
said her borough does not subsidize
the program, that the entire cost is
paid for by those who use the ser-
vice, which she said most residents
consider fair.

She joined the council in 2011,
the year after the policy was changed
from an every-other-month free ser-
vice to the permit process. She said
the issue was frequently discussed
during campaigns in her early years,
but rarely now.

Some believe the issue was a fac-
tor in the defeat of Democrat Mayor
Dennis McCarthy by Republican
Pat Quattrocchi in 2010.

Mr. Gildea said Westfield’s solu-
tion has been to use the town’s con-
servation center as a bulk drop-off
location.

For a $30 fee, residents can take
their large or heavy items to the
center and dispose of them when-
ever the facility is open. Mr. Gildea
said most people find that more
convenient than waiting for the fall
curbside service.

dents age 62 and older. The mayor
will appoint the 10 members of the
council. Mayor Brindle also an-
nounced the appointment of 18 in-
dividuals to the new Human Rela-
tions Advisory Commission, which
held its first meeting last week. She
said she was “happy with the diver-
sity” of the group, which includes
the police and fire chiefs, the school
superintendent, residents and high-
school students, and was created
“to foster an environment of
inclusivity, mutual understanding
and respect.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Downtown
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Bulk Waste
The program has increased dra-

matically from 30 dropoffs in 2016
to 835 last year, he said.

Still, bulk waste has never been
an issue in Mountainside.

“We do not offer it, period,” said
Mountainside public works chief
Matt Deanna, a lifelong resident of
the borough and DPW head for the
past four years. “I know it sounds
crazy saying that, but we’ve looked
into it in the past. We don’t offer
pickup. The mayor (Paul Mirabelli)
is highly against it.”

With a five-man DPW crew, Mr.
Deanna says he does not have the
manpower to provide it .
Mountainside has private garbage
collection, so residents can con-
tract with their individual hauler for
disposal.

“We’ve looked into it,” he said.
“It comes up a lot, at election time.
We’ve done our homework on it.
We’ve even talked about doing it
like most towns do it, with a permit,
but it never really went anywhere.

“Garbage pickers is a big issue.
The town just does not want to po-
lice that,” he said.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
ELBOW TO ELBOW...Governor Phil Murphy, second from left, and First Lady
Tammy Murphy stand elbow to elbow with protesters at Sunday’s rally in
Mindowaskin Park.

goleader.com/form/subscribe

Thank You for Your

Continued Support

of Local Journalism

said the group promotes hate speech
and racist discussions. She said, “I have
been personally targeted by the admin-
istrator of the page for defending others
while they were being bullied.”

She said she was told to kill herself
and lose weight, in addition to other
inappropriate comments. These cyber
attacks continued after she removed
herself from this page, said Ms.
Elkhoury. Comments on Cranford Un-
censored have indicated “the African-
American community needs to be shot,
along with many attacks on the LGBTQ
community and to those with special
needs,” said Ms. Elkhoury. She read a
few comments from the group’s page,
such as “Enough with these protests.
You should kill yourselves. I’m not
kidding” and “Women should be beaten
with a man’s dominant hand.”

Commissioner Jean Maisonneuve
said that Cranford Uncensored is the
only Facebook group with Cranford in
its name that has comments such as
those. Mr. Maisonneuve shared a quote
from an individual from the Cranford
Uncensored 2 Facebook group, which
was created to counter the original page

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Pool Opening
by not permitting hate speech. “I’m in
Westfield Uncensored and Cranford
Uncensored, both run by retired cops in
their respective municipalities. The dif-
ference is as stark as night and day. The
Cranford group is rife in hardcore rac-
ism and vicious cruelty. It is nauseating
and such a poor reflection on the Town-
ship of Cranford.”

At its meeting on Tuesday, the town-
ship committee unanimously passed a
resolution opposing the hateful rheto-
ric in social media platforms. In her
comments about the resolution, Ms.
Miller-Prunty said she “reveres” free
speech, but “the right of free speech
does not give people a license to ha-
rass” another person on the basis of
their color, sexual orientation or reli-
gion. Mr. Maisonneuve added, “We are
part of a great community that is better
than the rhetoric that comes out from
sites like Cranford Uncensored.” Mr.
Maisonneuve continued saying that
those who stand up to this kind of
bullying are using their free speech to
help solve the problem. “Differences
are there to bring us together, not tear us
apart,” he said.
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Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOR GEORGE...Mayor Al Smith addresses the crowd at the start of Thursday’s
march from Scotch Plains to Westfield in honor of George Floyd, the Minneapolis
man whose killing has spurred nationwide protests.

Local Demonstrations
Draw Large Crowds

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The national
outrage over the murder of George
Floyd by Minneapolis police last
month reached our area in the past
week, with several marches and ral-
lies held to call attention to police
abuses and the concerns of local com-
munities.

More than 1,000 people — mostly
in their teens and 20s — walked from
Park Middle School in Scotch Plains
to the Westfield Train Station last
Thursday afternoon in what was
dubbed as a peaceful protest against
“systemic racism.” Many carried

hand-made signs decrying the mur-
der of Mr. Floyd and others who have
been killed by police officers in re-
cent years and chanted slogans such
as “Black Lives Matter!,” “No jus-
tice, no peace!,” “Don’t shoot, hands
up!” and “I can’t breathe,” a refer-
ence to Mr. Floyd’s repeated words to
the police officer kneeling on his neck
on May 25.

Before the march kicked off, a pe-
riod of silence was held for eight
minutes and 46 seconds, the length of
time that the police officer kept his
knee on Mr. Floyd’s neck.

As the large crowd made its way
down Park and Martine Avenues and
then on to North Avenue before cross-
ing under the railroad overpass at the
Westfield circle and entering the
south-side parking lot at the train
station, residents living along the
march route applauded the partici-
pants, with some offering bottled
water in the hot afternoon sun. Police
in Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Westfield reported no incidents dur-
ing the 45-minute march or at the
rally held at the train station.

Scotch Plains resident Kobe White,
who graduated from the high school
five years ago, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that he was moved to
organize the march “for the future of
the younger generation. We are here
to make the movement go forward
and we are here to make a change.”
He contacted a high-school classmate,
Briana Johnson, and the idea of wid-
ening the march from Scotch Plains
to Fanwood and Westfield took shape.
Ms. Johnson told her younger sister,
Morghan, about it and she contacted
her friend Megan Troutman — a
Westfield resident — “and she was
on board with it,” Mr. White said.

Briana Johnson told The Times that
the idea for the march was hatched at
her house on May 31, four days be-
fore the event. The group of friends
then met with the three towns’ police
departments and other local officials
to discuss the route of the march and
other logistics before asking for as-
sistance on social media, which they
received, she said, “from friends, and
friends of friends.”

Ms. Troutman said she got involved

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMMUNITY DRIVE-BY...Reverend Shawn T. Wallace Sr. gives communion
at the St. John Baptist Church Community Drive-By in Scotch Plains this past
Saturday. There were three stations set up including communion, bible study
materials and prepared hot lunches. Everyone was welcome with open arms.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FACE MASKS FOR CHARITY...Lorraine Jakubowski, president of Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption, left, and volunteer Delia Collins show off sale items at
Best Friends Thrift Shop sidewalk sale in Scotch Plains on Saturday. The sale
benefited the rescue group.  Sale items included gift items and face masks.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SIT-IN FOR GEORGE FLOYD...Protesters crowd the Alan Augustine Village
Green on Sunday afternoon for a sit-in outside of police headquarters that began
with a moment of silence for eight minutes and 46 seconds in honor of George
Floyd, the Minneapolis man whose killing has spurred nationwide protests.

Residents Air Opposition To
SP-F High School Field Lights
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Several neigh-
borhood residents spoke out forcefully
during the planning board’s virtual
meeting Monday evening against the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education’s plans to install lights at the
football and soccer fields at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

At the planning board’s meeting —
its first since early March — board
representatives, as part of a courtesy
review that did not require formal ap-
proval, presented details on the new
lighting system. Douglas Silvestro, the
board of education’s attorney, called

the new lights “pretty amazing” in that
the illumination will be focused solely
on the fields, with “very low” spillage
onto adjoining properties. The spill-
age, he said, would be “so minimal as
to be non-existent.”

Thomas Potter, the board’s archi-
tect, said the LED lights will be in-
stalled on six poles of varying heights.
Two 80-foot poles will be put in place
at the east end of the football field,
nearest the baseball diamond. Two
120-foot poles will be installed on the
hill separating the two fields and illu-
minate both playing fields. And two
70-foot poles will be placed on the
school side of the soccer field. Foot-

paths connecting the fields with the
parking lots and other areas of the
school grounds will be illuminated
with low bollards and 15-foot light
poles, Mr. Potter said.

It was reiterated at several points
during Monday’s hearing that the lights
would not illuminate adjoining prop-
erties in any significant way. Mr. Pot-
ter said there would be a glow in the
sky when the lights are on, and added
that each pole would include one small
fixture that will shine upward to light
any balls kicked above the poles.
“Looking out a bedroom window,” he
said, “there will be a glow,” which he
called “unavoidable.” Planning board
member Michael Weber cited the
south-side soccer field’s lights, which
also abut a residential neighborhood,
as an example of how well the spillage
from the lights is contained. “The tech-
nology is that good,” he said.

Mr. Silvestro said the fully-auto-
mated lights will be operable Monday
through Thursday until 9 p.m. and
Friday and Saturday until 10 p.m.
Deborah Saridaki, the board’s busi-
ness administrator, said that as the
project moves forward and the neigh-
bors are consulted further, the shut-off
times could be earlier. She added that
she did not anticipate the fields being

Bulk Waste Collection
Services Dwindle

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — What was once a com-
mon service in many New Jersey towns,
curbside bulk waste collection, has been
reduced to an annual or semiannual
event in most places – for a fee, and may
disappear altogether in some.

While towns such as Clark still offer
a free monthly curbside collection,
March to October with a reservation,
most municipalities in central Union
County have limited the service to a
once-a-year, or sometimes twice-a-year,
courtesy that is limited by weight and
requires a permit and fee. And then
there are towns such as Mountainside
that have not offered it in recent memory
and unlikely will add it in the future.

The most common reason for the
limited service is, unsurprisingly, cost:
cost of collection (man hours for de-
partments of public works (DPW) and
the wear and tear on vehicles) and the
cost of disposal, local officials said.

“It was a cost issue,” said Clint
Dicksen, who has been the DPW super-
visor in Fanwood since 2005, was the
DPW head in Garwood prior to that,
and has gone back to running Garwood
as well under a shared-service agree-
ment between the towns since 2015.
“Tonnage has significantly dropped,
which ultimately saves us money.

“In Fanwood, that was in 2007, 2008,
there was a budget crunch. We looked
at it as a program that was offered up to
people; it wasn’t a necessity, it was

more of a convenience,” Mr. Dicksen
said.

But in other towns, such as Westfield,
the service may vanish because the
town can not find a vendor willing to
bid for the work, according to Town
Administrator Jim Gildea.

“Many years we’ve only had one
bidder, and two years we had no bid-
ders, and we had to go out for bids
twice,” Mr. Gildea said. “The market
for bulky waste is not as lucrative as it
once was.”

Last year’s bidder said he would not
bid again.

Westfield usually offers its once-a-
year curbside service in the fall but may
not be able to this year if it cannot find
a company willing to collect the waste
under the specifications the town sets,
Mr. Gildea said.

One of the biggest issues is that the
bulk pickup is by ward — of which the
town has four — and the waste from the
entire ward must be collected within a
week. In the past, some contractors
have not met the deadline and com-
plaints flooded Mr. Gildea’s office, from

Freeholders Appoint
Bergen As County Counsel

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board on Thursday ap-
proved the appointment of former
freeholder Bruce Bergen as county
counsel at a salary of $175,000, re-
placing longtime counsel Robert
Barry.

Mr. Bergen served six years on the
freeholder board, including two one-
year terms as board chairman. He
also served 17 years as Springfield
township attorney and presently chairs
the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
(RVRC), a rail transit advocacy group
representing towns and counties along
the NJ Transit Raritan Valley Line.
Mr. Bergen ran for state Assembly in
the 21st Legislative District many
times, most recently in 2017.

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella noted that Mr. Bergen has
been an employee of the counsel’s
office over the last year and previ-
ously spent “many years as outside
counsel to this board long before he
was ever a freeholder.” Mr. Bergen
was elected to the freeholder board in
November of 2012 and reelected in

2015, but opted not to seek reelection
in 2018.

“This is insulting and is a slap in the
face to all the residents of the county
and the integrity of our legal system,”
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson said
during public comments. “What we
have here is just plain corruption of
pension padding for someone politi-
cally connected.”

In response, Chairman Mirabella
said, “To question his integrity is not
to know Bruce Bergen on any level.
He is a man of the highest integrity.
I’ll chalk this up to some political
chicanery which Mr. Paterson is
known for.”

“I’m very proud of this appoint-
ment. I think it’s a good appointment
for this board with Mr. Bergen taking
over as county counsel,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

He also thanked Mr. Barry “for his
many, many years of outstanding ser-
vice and legal counsel to this board.”

The board also passed five resolu-
tions to accept funding totaling over
$2 million from the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security Act,
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Fanwood Introduces
Outside Dining Ordinance
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council intro-
duced an ordinance during a special
meeting of the governing body last
Thursday permitting outside dining
in the downtown. Additionally, coun-
cil members discussed a Fanwood
summer camp reopening plan. The
council unanimously supported the
ordinance for a second reading which
lists 12 criteria businesses will have
to use as guidance in order to be
approved by the zoning board for
additional outdoor-dining capacity.

“Each parcel (restaurant or land
tract) will have to make sure their
parking lot is not landlocked,” Zon-
ing Officer Ray Sullivan said.

Mr. Sullivan said the concept would
not allow additional tables to enclose
an entire parking lot or active parking
areas.

The borough’s zoning board and
zoning officer will review each res-
taurant interested in expanding its
outdoor dining presence, while con-
sidering the criteria outlined in the
ordinance.

“We are doing this to be a benefit to
get customers outside. Whatever we
have to do to give them that we will
do,” said Mayor Mahr, pledging her
continued support for Fanwood busi-
nesses.

Throughout the pandemic, during
daily updates and numerous council
meeting addresses, Mayor Mahr has
thanked businesses such as Sheelen’s
Crossing for being generous during
times when being generous is hard for
small businesses.

“This should not be complicated.
Other towns are closing downtown
streets (obstructing drivers’ right of
away). I don’t think we will have to
do that,” said Mayor Mahr, describ-

ing an enjoyable outdoor dining ex-
perience which does not hamper traf-
fic flow.

Councilman Anthony Carter stated
he would be concerned about placing
tables directly in front of newly-zoned
parking spots. Councilman Carter
stated that successful outdoor-dining
aesthetics are when tables are a bit
away from traffic or running parallel
to parking.

“I cannot imagine the horrors if
someone getting up from a table
stepped into a parking space as a car
was entering,” Councilman Carter
said.

Mr. Sullivan said each approved
outdoor seating situation will place
pedestrian safety and traffic flow in
high consideration prior to approval.

“As long as Ray (Zoning Officer
Sullivan) works with the police de-
partment this will not be difficult to
work out,” Mayor Mahr said.

Councilman Jeffrey Banks voiced
confidence in the resolution, stating
that the zoning department and busi-
ness owners “can get creative” with-
out causing additional “issues.”

Governor Phil Murphy announced
that municipalities can resume
planned summer camp activities after
Saturday, July 4, stated Mayor Mahr.
The announcement prompted the
mayor to invite Recreation Director
Bob Budiansky to speak on the recre-
ation department’s efforts to navigate
a COVID-19-era camp opening.

Mr. Budiansky said safety precau-
tions will include hand sanitizer sta-
tions, daily temperature testing of
campers and staff on arrival, and re-
duced close-contact sports. Governor
Murphy’s guidance suggests no shared
equipment, prompting uncertainty
questions from Mr. Budiansky and
Councilwoman Erin McElroy Barker.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POWER TO THE PEOPLE...Organizers speak to a crowd of approximately
2,000 at the end of the march from Scotch Plains to Westfield last Thursday. See
more photos on Page 13.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHANGE IS COMING...Congressman Tom Malinowski, an unidentified pro-
tester, Governor Phil Murphy and First Lady Tammy Murphy stop for a photo
at Sunday’s protest in Mindowaskin Park. See more photos on Page 13.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STRONG MESSAGES...Protesters displayed their signs at the start of Thursday’s march from Scotch Plains to Westfield
in honor of George Floyd, the Minneapolis man whose killing has spurred nationwide protests.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Demonstrations
because “opening up these conversa-
tions is extremely important in our
communities and we need to start
fighting for change on community
levels in order to build our way up.”
She told The Times she is “angry and
upset” to witness systemic racism “so
I wanted to be a part of something that
speaks out against injustice and fights
for their lives.”

While the organizers had hoped for
a turnout of 200 people last Thursday,
Westfield and Scotch Plains police
officials estimated the actual number
of marchers was between 1,200 and
1,500. “At first, I was expecting about
50 people,” Mr. White told The Times,
“but when we got to the Westfield
train station and I saw the crowd, my
heart stopped a little because it was a
blessing to see how many people we
touched.” Morghan Johnson said the
large turnout “surpassed our expecta-
tions. It was crazy.”

Mr. White expressed his hope that
the march will lead people “to listen
to one another and educate each other
on the issues that we face in America.
We are all equal, we all bleed the
same.” Briana Johnson said she
hoped people, especially her gen-
eration, “stand up and change the
system.” She spoke of the impor-
tance of voting, adding, “Without
your vote, a lot of changes won’t
happen.”

As the marchers wound their way
through Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Westfield, several spoke about why
they were participating. Scotch Plains
resident Randi Childers said she saw
the march as “an opportunity to show
support and to listen,” calling the
issue of police abuses “a morality
issue.” A fellow Scotch Plainser,
Nicole Kepner, told The Times it was
“high time” some of the issues related
to police abuse were addressed. Call-
ing Mr. Floyd’s death a “modern-day
lynching,” Rafael Sanchez, marching
with his 5-year-old daughter, said he
believed that “black people’s lives
and bodies need to be respected” and
said he wanted to show his daughter
that “black lives matter.” Plainfield
resident Dyan Watkins said she was
marching “to show respect for the
children.” Pumi Nachi, also from
Plainfield, told The Times that her 10-
year-old son was fearful for her safety

at the march, but that she attended
anyway because of the importance of
the issues being raised.

On Saturday morning, several hun-
dred marched from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School to the Shady
Rest clubhouse at Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club, carrying signs and chanting
“Black Lives Matter!” and “No jus-
tice, no peace!” Sponsored by alumni
from the high school, the rally at the
historic golf facility — the site of the
first African-American-owned coun-
try club in the United States — fea-
tured songs, poetry and a great deal of
passion from the speakers.

And a few hundred people crowded
into Alan Augustine Village Green in
Scotch Plains on Sunday afternoon
for a sit-in outside of the police head-
quarters. The event included calls for
police reforms and comments from
several participants about growing
up as an African-American and the
need for better understanding of each
other. Sunday’s sit-in also began with
a period of silence for eight minutes
and 46 seconds.

An estimated crowd of 3,000 at-
tended a Sunday afternoon protester
in Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.
The rally, organized entirely by
Westfield High School rising senior
Nala Scott and her teen friends, wel-
comed Governor Phil Murphy, Mayor
Shelley Brindle and Congressman
Tom Malinowski from the 7th Dis-
trict. They were joined by a dozen
students as well as teens who led the
singing of "We are the World."

Governor Murphy asked the hun-
dreds of people gathered, "Does the
gap still exist between privilege and
pain? We're here to say that it is. The
kids today have to get it right. It's now
up to you- our generation didn't get it
done."

Mayor Brindle lauded the event
saying, "This was all put together by
the kids-- our youth are leading the
way."

Tom Malinowski, who Mayor
Brindle called a "true human rights
champion" said, "We're here in part
for the names on your signs. We are
here for every man and woman in
America who says, 'Enough is
enough.'"

Editor’s Note: Susan M. Dougherty
contributed to this story.

better known as the CARES Act. Fi-
nance Director Bibi Taylor said fund-
ing has been received through the
county Office of Emergency Man-
agement, and the Departments of
Human Services and Economic De-
velopment.

The funding is as follows: $144,474
received from the U.S. Public Health
and Social Services under the Emer-
gency Relief Fund for Healthcare
Facilities under Medicare, and
$399,285 from the state’s Depart-
ment of Human Services, Division of
Aging Services for the CARES Act
Families First Coronavirus Response
Act grant.

Another $72,574 from the U.S.
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) is under the CARES Section 8
Housing Choice Voucher Program
grant, with $430,474 coming from
the state’s Department of Community
Affairs (DCA) for the CARES Act
Community Services Block Grant.

Another resolution allows the
county to enter into an agreement
with the CARES Act/Coronavirus
Relief Funds Grant Subaward Agree-
ment with the state’s Department of
Economic Development (EDA) for
the EDA’s Small Business Emergency
Assistance Grant Program for $1 mil-
lion.

In other public comments, Model
Railroad Club President Tim
McCollum requested that he be al-
lowed to reopen the club’s building,
which has been closed due to the
coronavirus pandemic, for what he
described as “private informal activi-
ties” for the club’s membership. The
75-year-old club is part of the county’s
park system and thus falls under its
restrictions under the pandemic.

He said the club would be open to
members only with restrictions in-
cluding wearing face masks and so-
cial distancing, with a maximum of
10 members in the building. Tem-
peratures would be taken before en-
try of members to the building, which
would remain closed to the public.
The club operates the A. Paul Mallery
Model Railroad Center, located in
Lenape Park off Route 22 East in
Union Township, according to the
county website.

“If anyone contracts COVID-19, I
will shut down the building again,”
Mr. McCollum told the board, if the
board allows the building to reopen.
He said he would open “sometime
after June 22” in line with Governor
Phil Murphy’s phase 2 of reopening
the state.

“I understand that we are not on his
list yet, but some of our members
need the diversion,” he said. “I know
in the big picture that we are not
essential, but to our little part of the

used all six nights of the week on a
regular basis, and she added that the
lights would not ever be turned on
early in the morning.

Neighbors, however, were not mol-
lified. Kevin McSherry, a Carol Place
resident whose home is behind the
field’s scoreboard, complained about
the impact on the neighborhood from
the lights and the increased noise and
activities during the evening hours. He
and other residents also questioned
why the project was so urgent given
the uncertainty about the upcoming
school year and the sports programs
amidst the coronavirus pandemic.

Donna Sicola of Old Farm Road
told the planning board that a petition
opposing the lighting project had been
signed by more than 60 people and
that a group of homeowners was hir-
ing an attorney to help fight the project.
The board of education also was sub-
ject to criticism for what some resi-
dents felt was inadequate consulta-
tions as the project was in its planning
stages earlier in the year.

Other questions from residents in-
cluded whether a rare species of bats
found in the area would be negatively
affected by the lights, but no one could
provide an answer. Additionally, a resi-
dent asked how much impervious cov-
erage would result from the installa-
tion of the lights. Mr. Potter, the archi-
tect, said it would be minimal.

Planning Board Chairman Joseph
Doyle urged residents several times
to contact board of education offi-
cials or participate in upcoming board
of education meetings to get answers
to their specific questions and con-
cerns. Most residents’ questions at
Monday’s meeting, which was purely
informational, were “beyond the
scope” of the planning board, he said.
He said the points raised by residents
at Monday’s meeting would be in-
cluded in the planning board’s report
to the board of education and that the
board would be encouraged to con-
tinue discussions with the residents
as the project moves forward.
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County Counsel
world, this hobby is essential for us.”

Freeholder Mirabella asked that
County Manager Ed Oatman and
Deputy County Manager Amy Wagner
contact Mr. McCollum “to talk
through” reopening the club build-
ing.

“We’re going to abide by all the
governor’s directives and restrictions
and executive orders. We don’t have
a lot of guidance on indoor activities
at this time, so I’m not sure what can
be done,” Freeholder Mirabella said.
“As soon as it’s safe and legally pos-
sible we will get back in there, I am
sure.”

The freeholders also approved a
resolution authorizing the county man-
ager to “apply and execute” an appli-
cation for a $450,000 New Jersey His-
toric Trust grant through the Union
County Improvement Authority. Ron
Zuber, director of parks and recre-
ation, said the money would be used
towards the stabilization of the Home-
stead Farm House, built in 1750, which
served as the clubhouse for the former
Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark that
was closed by the county in 2009.

those who want their garbage removed
to neighbors who find it unsightly to
others who are unhappy with scaven-
gers rummaging through the furniture,
appliances, yard equipment and other
items.

But Westfield’s curbside service has
become increasingly less popular as the
town has ceased subsidizing it, falling
from 1,800 permits eight to nine years
ago to only 400 to 500 last year.

While some towns still subsidize the
service, other towns do not, which also
affects the cost to the residents.

Nearly every town sets a 750-pound
limit, but the cost to the residents
varies from $85 in Fanwood ($70 for
those 65 and older), to $185 in
Westfield. Garwood charges $100 and
Cranford $120 (as of 2019). Fanwood,
Cranford and Westfield are annual.
Garwood is twice a year.

A search of Scotch Plains’ website
did not locate a bulk waste policy nor
price, and emails and phone calls to
Township Manager Alexander
Mirabella and DPW Supervisor Frank
DiNizo were not returned.

Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco said
her borough does not subsidize the
program, that the entire cost is paid
for by those who use the service,
which she said most residents con-
sider fair.

She joined the council in 2011, the
year after the policy was changed

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bulk Waste
from an every-other-month free ser-
vice to the permit process. She said
the issue was frequently discussed
during campaigns in her early years,
but rarely now.

Some believe the issue was a factor
in the defeat of Democrat Mayor Den-
nis McCarthy by Republican Pat
Quattrocchi in 2010.

Mr. Gildea said Westfield’s solu-
tion has been to use the town’s con-
servation center as a bulk drop-off
location.

For a $30 fee, residents can take
their large or heavy items to the cen-
ter and dispose of them whenever the
facility is open. Mr. Gildea said most
people find that more convenient than
waiting for the fall curbside service.

The program has increased dra-
matically from 30 dropoffs in 2016 to
835 last year, he said.

Still, bulk waste has never been an
issue in Mountainside.

“We do not offer it, period,” said
Mountainside public works chief Matt
Deanna, a lifelong resident of the bor-
ough and DPW head for the past four
years. “I know it sounds crazy saying
that, but we’ve looked into it in the
past. We don’t offer pickup. The mayor
(Paul Mirabelli) is highly against it.”

With a five-man DPW crew, Mr.
Deanna says he does not have the
manpower to provide it. Mountainside
has private garbage collection, so resi-
dents can contract with their indi-
vidual hauler for disposal.

“We’ve looked into it,” he said. “It
comes up a lot, at election time. We’ve
done our homework on it. We’ve even
talked about doing it like most towns
do it, with a permit, but it never really
went anywhere.

“Garbage pickers is a big issue. The
town just does not want to police that,”
he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Council
“Does no shared equipment mean a

kickball or baseball cannot be
shared?” Ms. Barker inquired.

Dodge ball is an obvious off-limits
activity, Mr. Budiansky stated.

“You cannot have one child touch-
ing a ball and throwing it into the face
of another child,” Mr. Budiansky said.

Mr. Budiansky described the di-
lemma when considering potential
germ transfers posed by activities such
as dodge ball, basketball, and tradi-
tional close-contact games like tag.
He said these sports will not be per-
mitted this year.

Kickball, which he said is the “kids’
favorite,” will be allowed.

Traditionally, various entertain-
ment acts are “brought in” each week
to entertain the children, stated Mr.
Budiansky. He said Governor
Murphy’s guidelines do not permit
such guests.

He said on rainy days, camp will be
officially cancelled to prevent chil-
dren from huddling together in closed
spaces.

If a child is running a fever or
displaying any other COVID-19
symptoms, the child will be immedi-
ately quarantined, stated Mr.
Budiansky. Additional safety precau-
tions following the initial distancing
will be imposed.

A second reading for the outside-
dining ordinance will be held at the
council’s Monday, June 15 meeting.

Westfield BOE Discusses
Changing Racial Discourse

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At the virtual
board of education (BOE) meeting
Tuesday evening, Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Margaret Dolan ad-
dressed the current racial tension in
local communities and nationwide.
“We condemn all acts of racism,
anti-Semitism, bigotry, and expres-
sions of hatred,” she said.

Dr. Dolan discussed the ways in
which the district addresses diver-
sity and prejudice. The district ex-
amined classroom libraries and will
purchase books to provide a “richer
and more diverse experience,” the
superintendent said.

She referenced the new social stud-
ies elective, “Power, Privilege, and
Imbalance in America,” which will
be available in the fall to Westfield
High School (WHS) juniors and se-
niors, as well as other curriculum
components already in place. These
are available on the district’s website
on the curriculum department’s page.

Earlier this year, the district began
“No Place for Hate” committees at
the two intermediate schools and the
high school. There also are resources
on the district’s website to engage
children and families in discussion
about prejudice, diversity and hu-
man rights and help students to
“speak up against hate,” Dr. Dolan
said.

Board President Peggy Oster said
she would like the board to host a
workshop to look at curriculum, lis-
ten to community members, and con-
tinue to learn and change.

Board member Gretchan Ohlig
said she attended the peaceful pro-
test organized by Westfield High
School (WHS) students Sunday in
Mindowaskin Park. She said she saw
“an incredible display of bravery”
and “was impressed with their elo-
quence.” Ms. Ohlig said that as a
board member, it was hard to hear
what some of the students said, but
“we have to accept their experience
as true.” Board member Brendan
Galligan suggested including some
of the students in the discussion and
to “let them lead the conversation”
towards change. Board members
Kent Diamond and Michael Bielen
agreed that students should be a part
of the discussion, along with par-
ents, teachers and community mem-
bers.

A 2016 WHS graduate spoke in
favor of renaming the high school
in honor of late Principal Dr. Der-
rick Nelson to honor the one-year
anniversary of his passing and to
help bridge the racial divide. Su-
perintendent Dolan said the WHS
administration, students and PTSO
are working on a way to honor his
memory, although currently the plan
is not to rename the school. Busi-
ness Administrator/Board Secretary
Dana Sullivan said it is still an in-
ternal discussion and it will be made
public when they present it to the
board. There is a petition on
change.org to rename the high
school in Dr. Nelson’s honor that
has garnered more than 32,000 sig-
natures.

Governor Phil Murphy’s an-
nouncement earlier in the day
changed the plans for graduation
once again. Dr. Dolan said high-
school senior families were told to

hold the date of Wednesday, July 8,
2020, for their in-person graduation.
There were no further details an-
nounced, as the change was made
only hours before the BOE meeting,
but the district will continue to work
on plans to give the Class of 2020 a
traditional ceremony.

In other news, Ms. Sullivan said
the estimated loss in state aid for the
2020-2021 school year is around
$494,000 from what was originally
announced in February, but num-
bers will not be finalized until late
September, when the Governor un-
veils his budget. Ms. Sullivan be-
lieves the district will be able to
cover the loss with its surplus for
next year’s budget, as it is difficult
to make cuts in September. The dis-
trict also will have to wait and see if
the state aid will return to its origi-
nal formula or if cuts will continue
for the following school year in the
wake of COVID-19. However, Ms.
Sullivan said that is something the
district can discuss and plan for
next year.

Four Westfield High School teach-
ers were honored earlier in the meet-
ing with awards. These teachers were
recommended by their students, col-
leagues and classroom parents: Spe-
cial-education teacher Gail Alston
(Above and Beyond Award), math-
ematics teacher Matthew Gironda
(Robert and Linda Foose Award),
mathematics and Project 79 teacher
Louis De Angelo (PTSO Outstand-
ing Teacher of the Year) and chemis-
try teacher Suzanne Glynn (Distin-
guished Teacher of the Year). WHS
Principal Mary Asfendis said, “Each
of these phenomenal educators are
well-deserving of their respective
awards.”
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Rotary Donates Face Shields
To Area Hospitals

WESTFIELD — Rotarian Phil
Richardson has spearheaded a drive
to raise funds through The Rotary
Club of Westfield in order to donate
two cases of face shields to two local
hospitals: The  Children's Specialized
Hospital in Mountainside and
Overlook Medical Center in Summit.
Face shields are part of the "PPE" -
Personal Protective Equipment -
needed in health-care facilities.
Wearing a face shield will extend the
life of the N-95 masks, because it
prevents splatter of biohazard
materials. This results in the use of
fewer expensive N-95 face masks,
and results in less waste and the
reduction the overall cost of health
care. Face shields also protect the
part of the face which is not covered
by a mask or goggles. Face shields
can be sterilized and reused.

Rotarian Phil Richardson
announced that his alma mater, MIT-
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, has developed an
inexpensive face shield for medical
workers.  They will be manufacturing
50,000 of these shield a day. They
come in boxes of 125 and cost $385
per box.

The face shield is adjustable,
lightweight, and designed to be worn
comfortably for long periods of time.
It provides extended splash coverage
and prolongs the usable life of N95

respirators and masks. MIT and
Polymershapes, Inc. have
collaborated to make the shields. MIT
has licensed the design royalty free,
with no financial interest.

Polymershapes, Inc. will be
manufacturing 50,000 of these shields
a day. Polymershapes, Inc. has 80
manufacturing facilities around the
U.S. and can ramp up production of
the face shields to millions per day as
demand requires.

If anyone wishes to help our front
line health care heroes, checks can be
made payable to: The Westfield
Rotary Club Foundation, Inc. and
sent to The Rotary Club of Westfield,
c/o Clark Lagemann, The Westfield
Area YMCA, 220 Clark St.,
Westfield, NJ, 07090. The Westfield
Rotary Club Foundation, Inc. is a
501c3, so contributions are tax
deductible. Please write "For Face
Shields" on the check. Thank you for
your generosity.

Follow The Rotary Club of
Westfield on Facebook, or visit our
website at http://
www.westfieldrotary.com

For more information, contact
Rotary Club Secretary Dr. D. Michael
Hart, drmhart@yahoo.com

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Ken Cole,  left, director of giving for the Overlook Hospital Foundation,  receiving
face shields being delivered by Rotarian Phil Richardson.
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FCF Takes Part in Virtual
Food Drive With IHM

NJ PBA Supports Budget
Recovery Bond Act

Answers to Questions
About on Vote-by-Mail

COUNTY — Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi urges voters to famil-
iarize themselves with vote-by-mail
procedures in advance of receiving
their Vote-By-Mail (VBM) ballot for
the Tuesday, July 7 Primary Election.

Due to the COVID-19 outbreak,
the July 7 election will be conducted
primarily by Vote-by-Mail, by order
of New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy.

“Vote-by-Mail (VBM) will be new
to many Union County residents. It is
important for every voter to under-
stand how to ensure their vote is valid
under the new rules, and to ensure
their voice is heard on Election Day,”
Ms. Rajoppi explained.

“Inaccurate information can easily
circulate through social media, which
makes it all the more important for
voters to familiarize themselves with
vote-by-mail,” added Ms. Rajoppi. “It
is a reliable and accurate way to vote.”

Ms. Rajoppi’s office has already
begun mailing ballots to Union County
voters, a process that is expected to
take approximately three weeks due to
the volume of mail involved.

To help voters learn about vote-by-
mail, Ms. Rajoppi has posted FAQs on
the county clerk’s elections website,
unioncountyvotes.com, and on the free
Union County Votes mobile app.

Among the most frequently asked
questions are:

1. Who is going to automatically
receive a VBM Ballot?

All active registered Democrats and
Republicans will automatically be
mailed a VBM Ballot. Please be sure
to read and follow the instructions for
signing the ballot.

2. Who is going to automatically
receive a VBM ballot application?

All unaffiliated voters, and inac-
tive Democrat or Republicans voters,
will automatically receive a VBM
ballot application. Please be sure to
read and follow the instructions to
declare party affiliation.

After the application is received by
the county clerk’s office, you will
receive a ballot based on the declara-
tion you provided.

3. Is there a deadline to submit a
VBM application by mail?

Yes. The deadline for the county
clerk’s office to receive a VBM appli-
cation by mail is Tuesday, June 30.

4. Is there a deadline to submit a
VBM application in person?

Yes. In-person VBM applications
will be accepted by the county clerk’s
election office until 8 p.m. on Tues-
day, July 7 (please note that the previ-
ous deadline of Monday, July 6 at 3
p.m. has been suspended).

5. Do I need a stamp to mail the
VBM ballot and VBM application?

No. All VBM ballots and VBM appli-
cations will have prepaid return postage.

In order to help voters familiarize
themselves with Vote-by-Mail proce-
dures, Ms. Rajoppi has posted a new
video titled, “How to Vote a Vote-by-
Mail Ballot” on the County Clerk’s
elections website,
unioncountyvotes.com.

The video is also available on the
free Union County Votes app for
mobile devices.

“I encourage all voters to watch the
video to ensure they are filling out
and returning their ballot correctly,”
Ms. Rajoppi said.

Ms. Rajoppi’s office has already
begun mailing ballots to Union County
voters, a process that is expected to
take approximately two more weeks
due to the volume of mail involved.

Ms. Rajoppi also encouraged vot-
ers to read the Vote-by-Mail FAQ’s
available on the county clerk’s elec-
tions website unioncountyvotes.com,
and on the free Union County Votes
mobile app.

“After learning about Vote-by-
Mail through these online resources,
voters who still have questions about
the process can contact my office,”
she said. “My staff is available to
help during regular business hours
by phone or email.”

For more FAQs about vote-by-mail
and the July 7 Primary, including infor-
mation on drop-box locations, in-per-
son voting, and voter registration visit
unioncountyvotes.com, and on the free
Union County Votes mobile app.

For more information about the
County Clerk’s election services visit
unioncountyvotes.com, or contact the
Elections Division at (908) 527-4996
or ucvote@ucnj.org.

WOODBRIDGE — New Jersey
State Policemen’s Benevolent Asso-
ciation President Patrick Colligan last
week released the following statement
in support of the COVID-19 Budget
Recovery Bond Act. The legislation
would authorize the state to borrow
federal funds to help fill the significant
revenue holes that will be left behind in
the wake of the coronavirus pandemic.

“The disastrous financial impact of
this unprecedented global pandemic
will be felt by people all over New
Jersey. If decisive action isn’t taken to
help overcome the significant loss of
revenue the state is surely going to be
confronted with then the fiscal pain
will be felt in our classrooms, our
storefronts and in each and every one
of our homes. But history has shown
that members of law enforcement will
be among the first to be asked to
sacrifice, and that is simply unaccept-
able, particularly when there is a po-
tential solution in the form of this
legislation.

“Our members have seen the death
and destruction caused by COVID-19
first-hand and they still show up every
day and run towards that danger. They
do that not just because it is their job,
but because it is the responsibility they
signed up for when they took the oath.
The other side to this agreement is that

our members receive their just com-
pensation and not be fed to the news
cycle when it becomes time to create a
fiscal boogeyman as they have in the
past.

“So, today, I am strongly endorsing
the COVID-19 Budget Recovery Bond
Act because it will eliminate the need
for politicians to make law enforce-
ment the villain in the coming narra-
tive about revenue holes and budget
shortfalls. Right now, people are ap-
preciative of the work our members do
every day to keep our streets and our
neighborhoods safe, but we have seen
in the recent past what happens when
the threat subsides and difficult finan-
cial decisions need to be made.”

“Providing the state the ability to
borrow federal funds with strong over-
sight is critically important as we all
begin to look over the horizon towards
what will certainly be one of the most
bleak financial periods in New Jersey
history. Refusing to put this mecha-
nism in place would be a serious mis-
step that will have long-term, far-reach-
ing consequences for not just every
member of law enforcement, but also
every New Jersey resident.”

Decriminalization of Pot
Necessary for Racial Justice
NEWARK — A bill introduced

aiming to decriminalize marijuana in
the Garden State is a crucial stop gap
measure before New Jerseyans have
the opportunity to vote for marijuana
legalization in November, leading
advocates with New Jersey United
for Marijuana Reform (NJUMR) say.
The exponential spread of COVID-
19 in prisons and jails – along with
New Jersey’s worst-in-the-country
COVID-19 death rate in prisons –
adds even greater urgency to the need
for decriminalization, according to
NJUMR.

According to a national report by
the American Civil Liberties Union
in April, black people in New Jersey
are 3.45 times more likely to be ar-
rested for marijuana possession than
white people, despite similar rates of
use. Senate Bill 2535, introduced in
the Legislature on June 4 by bill spon-
sors Senator M. Teresa Ruiz (D-29th,
Newark), Senator Ronald L. Rice (D-
28th, Newark), and Senator Sandra
B. Cunningham (D-31st, Jersey City)
would decriminalize the use or pos-
session of marijuana, hashish, and
paraphernalia.

Decriminalizing marijuana in New
Jersey would result in dramatically
fewer arrests, which have increased
in recent years despite the widespread
belief among a majority of New
Jerseyans that marijuana should be
legal, according to the report.

“The War on Drugs has ravaged
communities of color for far too long.
While we await voter approval of
legalization, we cannot forget about
those arrested and incarcerated every
day on marijuana-related charges,”
Senator Ruiz said. “By decriminaliz-
ing certain marijuana offenses we can
prevent countless unnecessary arrests
and the attendant legal consequences

over the next seven months.”
ACLU-NJ Policy Director Sarah

Fajardo said, “As activists across the
country join together in support of
racial justice, New Jersey has the
opportunity to take legislative action
in the same vein. Decriminalizing
marijuana would begin to reduce the
growing number of arrests New Jer-
sey makes each year that dispropor-
tionately affect black people. S-2535
introduced today comes at a time
when we must implement all options
available to us to further racial justice
and reduce the prison population dur-
ing a public health crisis unlike any
we’ve seen in our lifetime.”

Richard Smith, president of the
NAACP New Jersey State Confer-
ence, said, “The New Jersey State
Conference of the NAACP supports
a decriminalization of marijuana bill
as a stopgap measure until fair and
equitable legalization can be imple-
mented. Our involvement in cannabis
policy stems from one irrefutable sta-
tistic: while marijuana usage rates are
very similar among different ethnic
and racial groups, black males in New
Jersey are three times more likely to
be arrested and convicted of low-
level marijuana offenses. This num-
ber spikes to almost 30 times as much
in certain municipalities. A single low-
level drug offense can bar people
from gainful employment, prevent
them from obtaining financial or hous-
ing assistance from the federal gov-
ernment, and generally stigmatize
them for years.”

Jon-Henry Barr, Clark Township
municipal prosecutor and past presi-
dent of the New Jersey State Munici-
pal Prosecutors Association, said,
“Anything that keeps people who
don’t need to be there out of the
criminal justice system gets us one
step closer to a just society.”

David Nathan, founder of Doctors
for Cannabis Regulation, said, “Doc-
tors for Cannabis Regulation strongly
supports the decriminalization of can-
nabis in New Jersey. At a time of
overwhelming support from all sec-
tors for the removal of penalties for
all low-level cannabis offenses, our
Legislature has a clear mandate to
pass this decriminalization bill. From
the medical community’s standpoint,
the interests of public health are served
by a more compassionate, non-puni-
tive approach to the possession and
consumption of cannabis in the Gar-
den State.”

ADOPTING BRIANT PARK...Cindy and Jim Traverso and their son Luke of
Summit have teamed up with Union Counties Adopt-A-Park to donate annual
flowers, soil and mulch, and maintain a cement planter in Briant Park in Springfield
throughout the growing season. The Traverso family has donated various species of
plants such as blue marvel salvia, red snapdragons, white begonias, blue lobelia, and
sweet alyssum. For information about joining Adopt-a-Park as an individual or as
part of a business, school or community group, visit ucnj.org or call the Union
County Department of Parks and Recreation at (908) 789-3683.

Bramnick suggests
Nation Follow Camden

Model of Policing
TRENTON — Assembly Republi-

can Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) has pointed to
reforms made in Camden as a model
for improving police practices across
the country.

 “Camden is a role model for the
nation,” Mr. Bramnick said. “They
have been able to build trust within a
community that for a very long time
did not exists and lower crime rates.
This city is on to something that oth-
ers around the country can use to
make similar progress.”

Mr. Bramnick noted that in 2013
then-Governor Chris Christie and lo-
cal leaders disbanded the existing
police department and established a
new policing model. A first of its
kind, it was based on community po-
licing, advanced training to help po-
lice officers defuse violent situations
and an enhanced partnership with state
and federal law enforcement. As a
result, excessive force allegations
against police are down 95 percent
since 2012.

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Community Foundation (FCF) to-
gether with the Community Food
Bank of New Jersey (CFBNJ) last
month launched a virtual food
drive to help the CFBNJ food pan-
tries, including the Immaculate
Heart of Mary (IHM) Food Pan-
try. To date, the food drive has
brought in more than $5,400 for
CFBNJ. The FCF matched these
donations up to $2,020, which has
been directly donated to the IHM
Food Pantry.

The staggering economic impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic has
caused a dramatic increase in the need
for food. A $1 gift supplies three
nutritious meals, according to a press
release from the FCF.

Donations can still be made to the
FCF virtual food drive by visiting
s u p p o r t . c f b n j . o r g / g o t o /
fanwoodcommunityfoundationcovid19.
Donations are tax deductible and do-
nors will receive confirmation of their
donations.

According to a recently released
Monmouth University poll, roughly
one in three Americans has felt eco-
nomic pain due to loss of income, and
low-income households have been
hit hardest.

The FCF has been supporting the
community through donations from
local donors – individuals, families,
and businesses since 1998. The FCF
provides these public spirited donors
with a vehicle for using their gifts in
the best possible way now and in the
future, thereby providing for inevi-

table change.
The Foundation uses a portion of

the income from these invested do-
nations to provide grants and sup-
port to the local community, like
IHM and the CFBNJ. The FCF is a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
For more information visit
fanwoodcommunityfoundation.org.

Bramnick Calls on Murphy to
Allow Libraries to Reopen

TRENTON — Assembly Republi-
can Minority Leader Jon Bramnick

(R-21st, Westfield) is calling for Gov-
ernor Phil Murphy to allow libraries
to reopen while adhering to recom-
mended safety guidelines.

“It is disappointing that Governor
Murphy will not set a date to reopen
libraries while retailers, hair salons
and barbers are all working toward
opening dates,” Mr. Bramnick said.
“Libraries should be allowed to start
allowing staff to work on a staggered
schedule, while maintaining social
distancing, and begin providing
curbside pick-up just as restaurants
other businesses have been doing.”

Gov. Murphy ordered the manda-
tory closure of all libraries in the state
on March 21, including those that at
all public and private colleges and
universities.
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Pierre-Louis Nominated
To NJ Supreme Court
TRENTON – Governor Phil

Murphy has announced his intention
to nominate Fabiana Pierre-Louis of
Mount Laurel to the New Jersey Su-
preme Court to fill the seat of Associ-
ate Justice Walter Timpone, who is
retiring.

Ms. Pierre-Louis would be the first
black woman and first person of Hai-
tian descent to serve on the state’s
highest court. Raised in Irvington,
she is is a graduate of Union Catholic
High School in Scotch Plains and
received her bachelor’s degree from
Rutgers University-New Brunswick
and graduated from Rutgers Law
School-Camden with high honors.

VIRTUAL FOOD DRIVE...The Fanwood Community Foundation (FCF), to-
gether with the Community Food Bank of New Jersey (CFBNJ), last month
launched a virtual food drive to help the CFBNJ food pantries, including the
Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) Food Pantry. Please see article below.
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DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

The Westfield Memorial        
Library Summer Reading        

Program Will Begin Online on 
Monday, June 22, 2020 

Register to Read              
for Fun and Prizes! 

Visit our Facebook page or the library’s      
website on June 22 and sign up through 
READsquared.com to track the books,         
e-books and audiobooks that you read. 

Prizes for children and teens of all           
reading levels all summer long!  

Westfield Memorial Library  
www.wmlnj.org 

www.facebook.com/wmlnj/  

goleader.com/form/bulletin

Are You Minding

Your Business?

can be used to:

Joanne Rajoppi

Union County Clerk

• Find polling places;
• Request a voter registration form;
• Find election and filing dates;
• Request a Vote by Mail Ballot Application;
• Get election results;
• View your sample ballot;
• Apply to work at the polls;

And much more!

a Free app from the Union County Clerk's Office

link to the
iOS version

link to the
android version

Mustard Elected President
Of Westfield United Fund

WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-
dent Rob Mustard was elected Presi-
dent of the Westfield United Fund’s
Board of Trustees at the
organization’s annual meeting on
May 19. Mr. Mustard will serve a
two-year term as president, and suc-
ceeds Jon Walker, who has served in
the role since 2018.

Mr. Walker will continue to serve
on the board. The Westfield United
Fund is led by Executive Director
Deirdre Gelinne, who is supported by
17 citizens serving on the Board of
Trustees.

During the annual meeting, the
WUF board approved the allocation
of $400,000 to support 22 nonprofit
organizations in 2021. The 22 organi-
zations provide a range of essential
services, including children’s day
care, after-school tutoring, counsel-
ing services, senior care and other
social services that address the needs
of the most vulnerable populations in
Westfield and surrounding commu-
nities. Four new agencies will receive
funding in 2021: Furniture Assist,
Imagine, Moms Helping Moms and
the Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad.

Mr. Mustard told the board mem-
bers at the meeting that his priorities
for WUF include building a stronger
base of support in the local business

community, and expanding the WUF’s
role connecting residents with volun-
teer opportunities at non-profit orga-
nizations in the area.

Ms. Gelinne reported on the criti-
cal role played by the WUF in the
recent “We Love Local” campaign,
spearheaded by Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle to support local retail
businesses impacted by the COVID-
19 pandemic. WUF staff processed
donations from more than 800 donors
to the campaign, which raised more
than $274,000 including a contribu-
tion of $15,000 from the WUF.

“We Love Local was an inspiring
example of the Westfield community
coming together at a time of urgent
need,” Ms. Gelinne said. “We were
grateful to see so many people step
forward for the first time to offer their
support, and it is our hope that we can
count on their generosity in the fu-
ture.”

In other business during the annual
meeting, the Board of Trustees wel-
comed incoming trustees Caroline
Ellison, Paul Fitzhenry and Jed Kelly,
and thanked retiring trustees Bob
Gallagher, Denise Ricci, and Greg
Blasi for their service to WUF.

For more information about the
Westfield United Fund or to make a
donation, go to
westfieldunitedfund.org.

‘Choose to Reuse’ Composting
Classes on June 15 and 17

COUNTY — Union County resi-
dents who are interested in
composting food waste in their own
backyards can tune into two online
classes, as part of the freeholder
board’s year-long “Make One
Change” initiative to help protect the
environment. Both classes are spon-
sored by the Rutgers Cooperative Ex-
tension. They will be held on Monday
and Wednesday, June 15 and 17.

“Union County remains commit-
ted to MakeOneChangeUC, espe-
cially at a time when so many resi-
dents are working and learning from
home,” Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said. “These free
webinars will empower residents to
help reduce waste while providing a
environmentally-friendly activity for
the whole family. We can all ‘Choose
to Reuse.’”

The first class will be held on June
15 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Called
Backyard Composting 101, it is part
of the Extension’s Earth Day At Home
webinar series. Details and registra-
tion information are available at
envirostewards.rutgers.edu.

The second class will be held on
June 17 from noon to 1 p.m. It is
called Compost Considerations for
the Community Garden and is part of
the Extension’s Community Garden
Lunch and Learn Program. Details
and registration information are avail-

able at morningagclips.com/lunch-
learn-webinars.

JoAnn Gemenden, director of the
Union County Bureau Recycling and
Planning, was instrumental in work-
ing on the Choose to Reuse campaign
as head of the Education Committee
and a member of the Board of Trust-
ees of the New Jersey Clean Commu-
nities Council. For more information
about Choose to Reuse and
MakeOneChangeUC, members of the
public can contact Ms. Gemenden at
jgemenden@ucnj.org.

The Choose to Reuse campaign is
a project of the New Jersey Food
Council and the New Jersey Clean
Communities Council. For more in-
formation on Union County programs
as part of this campaign, visit ucnj.org/
recycling/make-one-change.

More information on Union County
recycling programs is available at
ucnj.org/recycle.

The Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion of Union County is a program of
Rutgers New Jersey Agriculture Ex-
periment Station (NJAES) and is sup-
ported in part by the freeholder board.
For information on all Extension pro-
grams in Union County, visit ucnj.org/
rce.

For quick links to all Union County
environmental events and activities
visit The Green Connection, ucnj.org/
green-connect.

NEW WUF PRESIDENT...Westfield resident Rob Mustard, right, was elected
president of the Westfield United Fund’s Board of Trustees at the organization’s
annual meeting on May 19. Mr. Mustard will serve a two-year term  and succeeds
Jon Walker, who has served in the role since 2018. In a side noted, WUF staff have
processed donations from more than 800 donors to the campaign, which raised more
than $274,000 including a contribution of $15,000 from the WUF. Holding a blown
up copy of the are WUF Executive Director Deirdre Gelinne and Mr. Mustard.

Eighty Crabapple Trees
Available From County

Garwood Sponsoring
Annual Garden Contest

GARWOOD — Garwood residents
have one week left to enter their gar-
den — or a neighbor’s garden that
they think is really special — in the
Garwood Garden contest, a borough-
wide celebration sponsored by the
Garwood Green Team for everyone
who is helping beautify the borough.

Residents can enter the contest by
emailing photos of the garden, flow-
ers, or plants – whether they’re in the
front yard, backyard, deck or patio to
garwoodgreenteam@garwood.org.
The Garwood Green Team will judge
the entries, and the top three gardens
will receive ShopRite gift cards. The
deadline to enter is midnight, Mon-
day, June 15. So finish up that last
corner planting, prune those shrubs in
front of that window, fill the bird bath
with water, and grab a camera.

Freeholders, County Mgr.
To Have Hair Cut for Charity

ARBOR DAY DISTRIBUTION...Union County Freeholder Better Jane Kowalski
and Freeholder Chairman Alexander Mirabella, at left, and Freeholder Kimberly
Palmieri-Mouded, second from right, thank David Williams from Williams
Nursery in Westfield, center, for participating in Union County’s annual tree
Arbor Day distribution while observing facemask and social-distance guidelines
for protection during the COVID-19 outbreak. They were joined by James
Nichnadowicz, at right, of Union County 4-H and Rutgers Cooperative Extension
of Union County.

UNION COUNTY — Union
County Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella and Freeholder
Vice-Chairman Angel Estrada, Free-
holders Christopher Hudak, Sergio
Granados and County Manager Ed
Oatman will take up the “Union
County Home Haircut Challenge,”
and have their hair cut for charity live
on Facebook beginning at 7:30 p.m.
on Thursday, June 18.

“We know the stress of this pan-
demic has put a lot of financial pres-
sure on certain non-profit organiza-
tions and we wanted to come up with
a creative and engaging way to help
out,” Freeholder Chairman Mirabella
said. “Specifically, we wanted to help
victims of domestic violence, as un-
fortunately, the numbers have spiked
during the pandemic.”

Mr. Mirabella has grown his hair
longer than usual and is sporting a
beard. No word yet on whether the
beard will survive the challenge, or
whether Mr. Mirabella’s wife, Phyllis,
will weigh in on the matter.

The Freeholder men came up with
the idea of helping victims of domes-
tic violence and creating the theme
for the event. Family members and/or
friends of the Freeholders and county
manager will participate in making
the haircuts with, of course, attention
to safety and quality.

“I thought it would be a different
way assist those in need, while using
our long overdue haircuts to raise
funds,” said Freeholder Hudak, who
normally sports a close-shaved cut.
“For all of us, it marks a first-getting
our cuts live on social media. We are
looking forward to sharing the mo-
ment with our Union County commu-
nity, friends and family, and contrib-
uting to a worthy cause.”

Vice-Chairman Estrada added:
“This is a great opportunity to raise
awareness and funds for the victims
of domestic violence.  We are all
looking forward to getting our hair-
cuts and helping someone in need.”

Freeholder Granados said: “The
pandemic has changed life for many
people, and among the unfortunate

results is a major increase in domestic
violence. The county has been at the
forefront of assisting victims of do-
mestic violence, and this is yet an-
other venue for us to help out, raise
funds, and send a positive and heart-
warming message as well.”

County Manager Oatman stated:
“It has been heartwarming to see how
Union County residents have helped
each other during the COVID-19
outbreak, and we hope that this event
will inspire others to reach out and
contribute to a cause as we work
through this crisis together.”

The event will be a fundraiser for a
local charity the five men have se-
lected.  Details on how to contribute
to the charity are available on the
Union County Home Haircut Chal-
lenge Facebook event page at https:/
/ w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / e v e n t s /
1215503408781513/  the event will
also be broadcast live off the same
page, and the Facebook account pages
of Freeholder Mirabella, Freeholders
Hudak, Granados and County Man-
ager Oatman. Those who make a con-
tribution are urged to leave a com-
ment on the event page or on the
Freeholders’ and County Manager’s
Facebook accounts.

How to Return a Mail-In
Ballot in Union County

COUNTY — Each year the Union
County Board of Freeholders pro-
vides free shade trees to schools for
Arbor Day. This year, due to schools
being closed as a result of COVID-
19, 80 crabapple trees will go to Union
County residents and community or-
ganizations on request.

To request a tree, find out more
about tree care in Union County, or to
join the Rutgers Master Tree Steward
of Union County volunteers, email
Jim Nichnadowicz, Union County 4-
H Agent, at jnichnadowicz@ucnj.org.

“It is unfortunate that we are not able
to distribute these trees to schools as we
usually do, so we hope that residents
and community organizations can give
them good homes,” Freeholder Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella said.

The trees are five to six feet tall and
weigh about 10 to 15 pounds each.
Each tree has been growing in a five-
gallon pot. They can fit into a mini-
van, SUV or car with a folding back
seat. A deer guard is included.

Crabapples are known for beautiful
spring flowers as well as small sour
apples that can be used to make jams
and jellies. These trees usually grow to
about 15 to 20 feet tall over 10 years
with a spread of similar dimensions.

It is suggested not to plant the trees
near a sidewalk or driveway.

One tree per address will be per-
mitted and will be distributed on a
first-come, first-serve basis.

Arbor Day has been a National
Observance since 1872, encouraging
the public to plant and care for trees.
This year Arbor Day fell on April 24.

The U.S. Forestry Service, the Ar-
bor Day Foundation and other part-
ners have developed free, user-
friendly software to calculate the dol-
lar value of trees in urban communi-

ties. For more information visit
iTreeTools https://
www.itreetools.org/

The Master Tree Steward program
is run by the Rutgers Cooperative
Extension of Union County, which is
supported in part by the Freeholder
Board and is headquartered in the
Colleen Fraser Building at the County
complex in Westfield, at 300 North
Avenue East. For information on all
Extension programs, visit ucnj.org/
rce https://ucnj.org/rutgers-coopera-
tive-extension-of-union-county/.

For quick links to all Union
County environmental programs
and activities, visit The Green Con-
nection https://ucnj.org/green-con-
nection/ online at ucnj.org/green-
connection.

COUNTY — Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi advises voters that they
have several options for returning their
Vote-by-Mail ballots. Voters can return
their ballots by U.S. Postal Service, bring
them to the County Clerk’s offices or
Board of Elections Office, or drop them
off at specially-designated ballot boxes.

Voters choosing to bring their ballots to
the County Clerk’s offices can visit the
main office at the County Courthouse in
Elizabeth at 2 Broad Street, weekdays
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., or the annex
office at the Colleen Fraser Building in
Westfield at 300 North Avenue East, week-
days from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.No appointment
is needed in order to drop off a Vote-by-
Mail ballot at the County Clerk’s offices.

“Each Vote-by-Mail ballot comes
with pre-paid postage, so we encour-
age voters to return their ballots by
mail. My offices are also available to
voters who prefer to bring them in

person, with safety precautions to pre-
vent the spread of the COVID-19 vi-
rus,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, all
visitors to the County Clerk’s offices
must wear masks and observe the six-
foot social distance standard.

Under New Jersey state law, voters
who bring their ballots in person are
required to sign a log book, and must
present a New Jersey driver’s license or
other New Jersey-issued identification.
They may not drop off a ballot for
another person. Vote-by-Mail ballots
are also accepted for drop-off at the
Board of Elections office in Elizabeth.
In addition, five standalone, specially-
designated ballot boxes are being
planned for Union County. The loca-
tions will be announced later this month.

For more details, visit
unioncountyvotes.com,  call (908) 527-
4996 or email ucvote@ucnj.org.

Sheriff’s K9 Milo to Get
Donation of Body Armor

COUNTY — Union County Sheriff’s
Office K9 Milo will receive a bullet and
stab protective vest thanks to a charitable
donation from non-profit organization
Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. K9 Milo’s
vest is sponsored by Dr. Julie Tropeano
and Family of Elizabeth and will be
embroidered with the sentiment “In
memory of Angelo Tropeano.” Delivery
is expected within eight to 10 weeks.

K9 Milo is certified in patrol and
narcotics work and is partnered with
Officer Erick Ramirez. Milo became a
member of the Union County Sheriff’s
Office in May 2019 and successfully
completed training with Officer
Ramirez in December 2019. The Union
County Sheriff’s Office K-9 Search
and Rescue Unit was formed in 1983
and has provided assistance to county
and regional law enforcement agencies
for over 25 years. UCSO is home to a
regional K9 training academy that has
graduated nearly 1,000 K9-handler
teams in patrol, scent and explosives

detection certification. The unit pro-
vides services to all law enforcement
agencies in Union County, is a member
of the New Jersey Detect and Render
Safe Task Force and regularly assists
various federal agencies in support of
their law enforcement efforts. The UCSO
K9 Unit additionally served with dis-
tinction in the aftermath of the attacks
on 9/11, searching at Ground Zero.

The donation to provide one protec-
tive vest for a law enforcement K9 is
$950. Each vest has a value between
$1,744 and $2,283 and a five-year war-
ranty, and an average weight of four to
five pounds. There is an estimated 30,000
law enforcement K9s throughout the
United States. For more information or
to learn about volunteer opportunities,
please call (508) 824-6978. Vested In-
terest in K9s, Inc. provides information,
lists events, and accepts tax-deductible
donations of any denomination at
www.vik9s.org or mailed to P.O. Box 9
East Taunton, Mass. 02718.

Support Local Journalism
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Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
75-77 N. Bridge St., Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Alex Mirabella
amirabella@ucnj,org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Panegyris – A public meeting or

festival
2. Zythum – A malt beverage brewed

by the ancient Egyptians
3. Gnoff – A miser
4. Crapulence – Sickness caused by

overindulgence in food or drink

CRACCHE
1. To scratch
2. A sand crab
3. Cranky; irritable
4. A hard, brittle biscuit

CRISPATION
1. Crumbling; losing cohesiveness
2. Performing the work of a shoemaker
3. Harding of material, due to dehydra-

tion
4. The act of curling, or state of being

curled
PERFRICATE

1. To rub thoroughly
2. Violating faith or allegiance
3. To puncture; pierce
4. To enliven; exhilarate

SPARTH
1. Scatter; disperse
2. A battle ax or mace
3. Agitation; violence
4. Toss; hurl

SP-F Joint Committee Issues
Statement on Death of George Floyd
At this difficult moment in our na-

tional life, it seems important for us to
reintroduce ourselves, the Joint Com-
mittee for Truth, Racial Healing, and
Transformation. The Joint Commit-
tee was created by the mayors and
councils of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, in partnership with the
Board of Education, and Social Jus-
tice Matters – an organization of com-
munity members founded a decade
ago to advance discussions on race in
our communities.

We acknowledge that racism –
structural, systemic, and individual –
is not a new problem in our communi-
ties. The reprehensible actions of law
enforcement that led to the death of
George Floyd are shocking to some,
but not to everyone. We cannot ab-
solve ourselves by just condemning
what has happened somewhere else.

The TRHT Joint Committee was
organized to do the hard work in our
communities to live up to the ideal of
being the truly welcoming and inclu-
sive towns that we imagine that we
are, or would like to be.

We do not have the one magic solu-
tion to end racism, but we have been
organizing to bring the tools that we
know are effective – fostering con-
versations and actions that lead to us
not only understanding each other,
but reflecting on our own biases, un-
conscious or not, as well as the differ-
ent experiences we may have, even in

the same place and at the same time.
We will be scheduling open (vir-

tual) meetings in the upcoming weeks
– first a chance for people to air what
they are feeling and seeing – a listen-
ing tour – which will be followed up
with analysis and proposals to be
shared for concrete action. These
groups will be of limited size, so we
can make sure to hear everyone’s
voice. We are also planning paneled
conversations with members of our
committee to share the work we have
been doing, and what we have learned
of our own racism.

The work is hard, but we need to do
it together. We invite you to join us in
this hard work. This moment is tragic,
but it is sadly not unique. We need to
work to make this time the last, by
committing to being vulnerable and
honest with each other. Please join us
beginning next week.

TRHT Committee:
Mayor Colleen Mahr

Mayor Al Smith
Superintendent Dr. Joan Mast

Rabbi Joel Abraham
Leland S. McGee

Sharon Stroye
Joan Peters

Councilwoman Erin McElroy Barker
Councilman Roshan White

Jill Jackson Jones
Rev. Susanna Cates

Amy Winkler
Stephanie Suriani

Scotch Plains/Fanwood

Remember The Names:
 Robert Villane

Another name that must be re-
membered. He was a son, a brother,
an uncle, a cousin, and he was loved
fiercely. He died at the hands of the
police. This happened in our own
community on November 6, 2006.
He, too, kept yelling, I CAN NOT
BREATHE, after being pepper
sprayed and dragged out of his apart-
ment, he was face down with hands
cuffed behind him, an officer with a
knee on his back and legs in shack-
les.  It was not called a homicide.
Robert’s likely cause of death was
called excited delirium.

Robert Villane’s death was not a
racial issue. Robert died at the hands
of police due to improper training.
Robert had a mental illness, not high
on drugs as originally alleged. The
police were called in to transport him
to the hospital for an involuntary ad-
mission.  I was at my parents’ house
when Capt. Battiloro (Westfield’s
current chief of police) came to the
door and broke the news to my par-
ents, that their youngest son was dead.
I remember my Dad asking why; he
replied, “we were just doing our job.”
He was right, that is what they were
doing, their job. They just lacked the
knowledge of how to approach an
emotionally disturbed person. The
police protocol at the time allowed
for “excessive force” as a tool to be
used when necessary.  We never pur-
sued legal action against the town or
any of the officers involved, instead
we looked to make a change in the
police protocol. I was approached by
NAMI (National Alliance on Mental
Illness) to attend a special program

that they were instrumental in putting
together due to Robert’s death. I have
been participating at the police acad-
emy in their CIT (Crisis Intervention
Team) program to speak about the
details of Robert’s death.  It is not to
put blame, it is to give another tool in
their toolbox to help with their train-
ing so what happed to Robert does
not happen again. I know it still hap-
pens, as witnessed with George
Floyd’s death.

To make a change, the powers that
be have to push to get the proper
training that is available for all offic-
ers. It should start with the governors
and be supported by mayors, police
chiefs, their unions and the insurance
companies that insure the towns. I am
not disagreeing that racial issues are a
big problem; I am stressing the im-
portance of proper police training to
help them understand how to approach
every situation.  WE are adding our
voices of support to the black lives
matter movement. We are asking as
parents, brothers, cousins, nieces and
nephews, that ROBERT VILLANE
is remembered. That his death pro-
vides positive change in the world.
With proper training and understand-
ing, deaths like George Floyd and
others could be avoided. We may not
feel the racial injustices the black
community faces, but our family feels
the pain, in the words I CAN NOT
BREATHE, first hand.

WHEN WE CRY FROM THE
PAIN, THE COLOR OF OUR
TEARS ARE ALL THE SAME.

Don Villane & Family
Westfield

Town Government Should Stay
Out of Real Estate Business

To Michael LaPlace and others who
support tax breaks for downtown
property owners, which ultimately will
be paid for by Westfield homeowners,
I offer the following facts.

As was true in the past, in recent years
multi-millions of dollars have been in-
vested in downtown Westfield real es-
tate in the absence of any tax abate-
ments. For example, both the Trader
Joe’s and Ferraro’s buildings were to-
tally rebuilt from the ground up; the
Addams Tavern building was substan-
tially expanded and remodeled; and
major renovations have been made to
the former Children’s Place building
and the “flatiron” building at Elm and
Quimby, among others. All without a
single dollar in public tax incentives.

So why are abatements suddenly
needed? And why vote on them now,
during a pandemic and with public
outreach and input constrained by a
state of emergency? One might con-
clude that Mayor Brindle and her
council colleagues are hoping to
curry favor with potential donors in
the next election.

Contrary to his statement last week,
and as Mr. LaPlace is well aware,
privately-owned downtown proper-

ties are not “Westfield’s assets.”  They
are the assets of their owners, who are
under no obligation to share with
their tenants the handouts they will
receive from the Brindle Administra-
tion. Nor will those owners share
their profits with the town when their
property is sold at a higher price due
to improvements made as a result of
the mayor’s property-tax breaks.

Mayor Brindle is effectively using
residents’ tax dollars to benefit com-
mercial property owners, who have
shown no need for the help. Is it any
surprise that our town surplus is dis-
appearing? Our town government
should stay out of the commercial
real estate business.

Sam Della Fera
Westfield

Response to Chief
Battiloro’s letter

Chris,
I was taken back, when I first saw,

in 2018 that you were going to be the
next police chief.  I didn’t feel my
voice would have been heard if I
spoke about our family’s past experi-
ence with you regarding Robert
Villane’s death in 2006.  I remember
how cold and matter of fact you were
when you told my parents that their
youngest son just died.  I know that
had to be a difficult task and I am sure
that as a parent now, you can really
appreciate how hard it was on my
parents to hear that news.

The worst part was your response
to my Father’s question when he asked
“how did it happen”.  You immedi-
ately took the stand that the police did
nothing wrong.  They were there to
transport Robert to the hospital. Some-
thing went wrong and he died. They
were just doing their job.  My Dad
became very angry when you offered
to take my Mom and Dad to
Muhlenberg hospital to view his body.
My Dad questioned whether they
would be killed next.  I then asked
you and the other officer to leave the
house.

It was, and still seems to be, the
standard response to “accidental
death.”  The blue shield goes up,
there is no ownership to any wrong-
doing. The blame shifts to the one
who died.  The first article we saw in
the morning paper (Star Ledger) re-
ferred to Robert being “aggressive
and high on drugs”, which the actual
autopsy showed was untrue.  The
article ends with “officers acted pro-
fessionally and with the utmost re-
straint and control. All they tried to do
was restrain him and something
happed where his heart stopped”.

That sounds so familiar.  When will
change happen? The requests our fam-
ily made to the town and the county
were focused on education and rec-
ognition about the wrong actions that
had been taken. A formal apology
never happened.

I would like to know what the cur-
rent policies are now and how they
have changed since 2006, especially
for citizens with mental illness.  Learn
and be humbled by your mistakes that
is the only way to change.  This letter
is intended in the hope that education
for all police officers in all situations
will be increased.

Don Villane
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

Gov. Murphy Cannot Selectively
Enforce Our State’s Constitution

We are in love with the Constitution and the Bill of
Rights. While not without their flaws, these beautiful
documents guarantee the rights of our nation and ALL
its citizens. The right to protest, the right to speak out
and the right of the free press are guarantees in this
country — and as members of that free press, there is
nothing we love more than being spectators to such acts
of patriotism.

It is with the most sincere appreciation and gratitude
to all the local organizers, police and officials for
standing up, raising your voices and doing so without
violence. The dialogue that has been opened about
systemic racism in our country is of immeasurable
importance. We want a country where no one is afraid
to walk down a street, or drive through a town, because
of the color of their skin. No one should live in fear.

We need more of this. We also need public offi-
cials who support the right to freedom of assembly
no matter what the people are assembling for. It is
abhorrent to us that our Governor is being hypocriti-
cal about who gets to assemble.

While the stay-at-home order has crippled busi-
nesses across the state and protests began in front of
the State House, Governor Phil Murphy reportedly

said he wished “they’d do it from home,” and protest
organizers were charged with violating the stay-at-
home order. When local police didn’t initially issue
citations on a gym that reopened in South Jersey, he
made sure the State Health Department and police
shut them and the protest outside down.

Now the Governor correctly stands with these
protests, but is still issuing restriction edicts on
houses of worship, businesses and even gradua-
tions. Governor Murphy just extended the health
emergency to July, giving himself the power to
continue to limit indoor and outdoor gatherings, on
both public and private property.

Public officials, especially the Governor, must
support freedom of assembly and freedom of speech.
The Governor’s appearance at Sunday’s demonstra-
tion in Westfield is wonderful, but hypocritical. You
can’t selectively enforce the Constitution, Gover-
nor, and thanks to your selectivity, the only people
who are going to make out at the end are the lawyers.
If you can gather in a crowd 30 times your 100-
person limit, then so can people protesting you and
so can our houses of worship. It’s time to free the
state. Period. Full stop.

Gratitude for Discoveries on a
Daily Walk: 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 a.m.

By PATRICIA STECKLER, Ph.D.
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rust-red fox pups frolic under
the watchful eye of their vixen
mom. College-ballooned porch cel-
ebrations feature U. Penn, Boston
College, Boston U., and Villanova,
where some homeowners drape
larger-than-life cloth-imprinted im-
ages of their 2020 honorees. Plus
friendly, quick chats and smiled
greetings with assorted folk I see
along my route.

That’s my morning half-hour
walk. My refresher, in our spring-
redolent town, before the day of
telehealth sessions with my psy-
chotherapy patients begins. What
wonders 30 minutes of nature-
awakening sensations and random
waves with co-walkers can do! It’s
at once a rocket energy-booster
and a contemplative interval,
packed with life.

Potential sources of daily grati-
tude abound. Once we practice
letting go of worries and rumina-
tive loops of negativity, even
briefly, we can liberate our spirits
with the pleasures of life. Shelter-
ing-in-place deprives us of the
rhythms of “usual” days. Like
crazy, I miss my Maryland and
California-located daughters,
sons-in-law, and my 3 ½-year-old
granddaughter. While Zoom vis-
its, phone chats, and videos com-
pensate and satisfy somewhat,

nothing beats in-person visits for
hugs and more hugs.

What to do? Mourning the loss
of “normal” is appropriate to now.
When I see the college banners, I
pause and feel sad for those newly
minted graduates and their fami-
lies, who’ve missed out on one of
life’s happy milestones.

What to do? Focus on the can-
celed celebrations or re-train one’s
attention to the pleasures of the
moment? Doing the latter im-
proves mood and enhances well-
being. But, it is easier said than
done. How do we re-direct our
thoughts onto what we value and
away from worries and disappoint-
ments? Gently, yes gently, notice
that your mind sticks in a worry
groove, and turn your thoughts
back to now.

The bus driver tooling up Elm
Street at about 6:15 a.m. does the
trick for me. I’ve walked this route
for years, actually for decades.
The buses, sometimes barreling
up Elm, but even when not, al-
ways annoyed me; over-sized, oc-
cupying much of the road surface,
and forcing me to the squeeze
against the curb.

Then came the pandemic and a
new (overdue) awareness and ap-
preciation, on my part, for this
bus driver. Now I look at him as an
especially vulnerable person who
is  exposed dai ly  to  the

coronavirus. He wears a mask and
gloves, picks up anyone who wants
to board without regard to his
safety and well-being. He’s at risk.
For us.

Last month, I started to wave
and mouth “Thank you” to him.
Now we have a daily routine. He
waves back and honks hello. That
big-horn honk makes my day! I
feel like the little girl I once was
on a Brownie troop visit to the
firehouse in my hometown, New
Rochel le ,  New York.  The
firefighters, there, lifted each of
us onto the gleaming, crimson red
trucks for a turn at the over-sized
wheel. Pure joy!

Gratitude Prompts for this week:
1. Share your moments of plea-

sure.
2. What takes you out of the

worry groove and into the here
and now?

Gratefully yours,
Patti

***
Patti can be reached by writing

Gratitude in the subject line and
emailing: press@goleader.com.
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LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

ATTENTION PARENTS

& GRANDPARENTS

Send well wishes and a photo

of your graduating senior to be

included in our Graduation Issue

on Thursday, June 18th

Fill out and submit the form on our website:

www.goleader.com/form/paid_photo

It’s Graduation Time!

Westfield High School Should be
Renamed for Dr. Derrick Nelson

There is an important element
lacking in the current debate about
“areas in need of redevelopment.”
In fact, the silence was deafening in
last week’s virtuoso letter from Plan-
ning Board Vice-Chairman Michael
La Place extolling the strengths of
the opportunity for traditional taxes
on these properties to be replaced
with negotiated “Payments In Lieu
Of Taxes (PILOTS)”. As he de-
scribed, under this scheme the town
would keep 95 percent of the new
payment, and send 5 percent to the
county. OK, but where is the slice
that usually goes to education? You
know, the 58 percent that all of us
currently pay? Come on, Michael,
let the cat out of the bag. Education
will get zero. Repeat: education gets
zero. The Board of Ed loses all of
the tax revenue it was getting on the
old property, it gets no tax revenue
from the new property, and it will
now be compelled to share with the
rest of us taxpayers any increased
costs (more kids) the new develop-
ment may bring.

Of course, in its beneficence, the
Town Council could choose to share
some of its 95-percent windfall with
the Board of Ed. Or it could choose
not to. The danger PILOTs pose to
a community such as Westfield is
not just in the loss of direct deposit
education dollars. If the Board of
Ed must then go begging to the
Mayor and Council for lost funds,
then our tradition of an indepen-
dent, non-partisan school board
could be our greatest loss of all.

In New Jersey 98 percent of our
600+ school boards are elected, and
not appointed by the mayor. The
tradition of an independently-
elected school board protects edu-
cation and its governance from po-
litical interference, and also from
cronyism and disruption when ad-
ministrations change.

An elected school board like
Westfield’s gives taxpayers direct
voter control over each member who
is determining education policy for
our children. Voter control compels
more transparency and accountabil-
ity than a politically-appointed

Board of Ed is apt to give. The
single most important reason for
the creation of independent school
boards was to insure education
would be governed away from the
influence of the mayor and partisan
politics

Should the town decide to pur-
sue a PILOT project, no doubt the
Board of Ed would petition the
Mayor and Council for a share of
the new 95-percent payment to
make up for the revenue it is los-
ing. This appeal to the governing
body for education funding would
now give Town Hall unprecedented
leverage over the Board of Ed, and
you can bet each request would
turn into its own negotiation, with
the Mayor and Council often mak-
ing specific “requests” of their own.
This dance would get repeated with
every new project, and at its worst,
in every new budget year.

One of Westfield’s great virtues
is a tradition of education gover-
nance that is independent of parti-
san politics, which sadly gets more
partisan with every passing day. That
tradition would be at risk under the
PILOT scheme, as whoever sits in
the mayor’s office will now have,
for the first time, a powerful tool to
influence education policy: money
in need. As a side note, what is
currently saving our democracy
from the tyrant in Washington is the
“separation of powers.”  Why would
I now want less for Westfield?

Redevelopment is undoubtedly
essential to Westfield’s future; how-
ever, can we start a conversation as
to how education’s funding and in-
dependence do not need to become
our price to pay?

In light of the renewed spotlight
on the racial divide in America, now
is the time to memorialize the legacy
of Dr. Derrick E. Nelson, the highly-
respected principal of Westfield High
School, who died at the age of 44
donating his bone marrow to save
the life of a teenager in France.

After his death on April 8, 2019,
there was a strong call to action from
students and his greater Westfield com-
munity to rename the high school in his
honor. The Change.org petition, cre-
ated by Jason Starkman, has received
more than 28,000 signatures to date.

Dr. Nelson, an educator and Ameri-
can hero, dedicated his life to servant
leadership. He served more than 20
years in the U.S. Army Reserve and
achieved the rank of Chief Warrant
Officer II. He was deployed for active
duty in Afghanistan in 2013.

During his years as assistant principal
and principal at WHS, Dr. Nelson formed
unbreakable bonds with the whole of the
student body. Students like this writer
remember his unbridled enthusiasm at
game days, his sense of humor (fear-
lessly singing and dancing in the hall-

ways), and his respected leadership
across the district. He was proud to be
the first African-American principal at
Westfield High School.

According to Mayor Shelley
Brindle’s Facebook, her new Hu-
man Relations Advisory Committee
is acting to “bring about change in
the race relations process we…desire
in our community.” This writer is
dedicated to working with the
mayor’s office, the town council,
and the Board of Ed to make this
necessary change.

Dr. Nelson said it best: “Whenever we
can celebrate each other and our differ-
ences and not look at them as a negative
but a positive — anytime we can do that
is a wonderful, wonderful thing.”

We find ourselves now with the great
opportunity to do something wonderful
for our town in the memory of our great
leader. Renaming Westfield High School
to Dr. Derrick E. Nelson High School is
another step toward recognizing the con-
tributions of the diverse members of our
community.

Caroline Barry
WHS Class of 2016

Westfield Mental Health Council
Discusses CAKE Initiative

For our fifth letter to the editor, the
Westfield Mental Health Council intro-
duces the final ingredient to CAKE:
Empathy.  As a reminder, CAKE stands
for COMPASSION, ACCEPTANCE,
KINDNESS and EMPATHY.  These
four “ingredients” are the building
blocks of a stigma-free community.
Empathy is the icing on the cake that
fully ties the initiative together.

In the short time since the Westfield
Mental Health Council’s introduction to
CAKE in our first article in The Leader,
our purpose has been even further rein-
forced. Our anti-stigma efforts in
Westfield are primary.  In the midst of the
pandemic, we have witnessed our com-
munity doubling up on its delivery of
Compassion and Acceptance and Kind-
ness. We have also seen Empathy as we
all share in the grief and pain of those
who succumbed to the virus. The sad-
ness, pain and suffering are palpable.
We needed no other crisis to emerge to
help us in our mission to illustrate CAKE
to the community.  However, the death of
George Floyd and the protests that have
erupted have challenged us with a re-
newed opportunity to learn how to
strengthen our empathy for all members
of our community.  We must step up to
this challenge.

Webster’s dictionary defines EMPA-
THY as the action of understanding, be-
ing aware of, being sensitive to and vicari-
ously experiencing the feelings, thoughts
and experiences of another person.

Our capacity to imagine “walking in
someone else’s shoes,” to accept, with
kindness and compassion, the struggles
we cannot imagine experiencing our-
selves, is to be EMPATHIC. To march
in non-violent protest for the lives lost
to police brutality and try to imagine
what it might be like to have a family
member extinguished without cause.
That is EMPATHY. To say their names,
to try to feel what it was like to be them.
That is EMPATHY. We, as a commu-
nity, need to allow ourselves to use the
art of empathy as a pathway to change.

Let us go to the side of our minority
community and join them in their ef-
forts to address the centuries of sys-
temic racism that have led to the death
of George Floyd and so many others.
Let us demonstrate true empathy by
reaching out, marching, demonstrat-

ing and learning how CAKE can lead
us.  Let us seek first to understand, and
then, be understood. Let us learn how
to address the pervasive evils that
plague us and affect all corners of our
diverse town. And, let us stand in their
shoes and make a choice to de-stigma-
tize, and to normalize our relation-
ships with all our neighbors, no matter
what age, color, size, religion, nation-
ality or gender.

There are many in our community
in great need of care, support and
hope. Let us offer CAKE to those
struggling.  We, as a community, can
make a difference.

You can find more information on
the CAKE initiative as well as addi-
tional mental health resources at
www.westfieldnj.gov/mentalhealth.
Lastly, please feel free to send your
CAKE-filled thoughts and ideas to
cake@westfieldnj.gov.

Lauren Kaplan-Sagal
Linda Habgood

Westfield Mental Health Council

 

WHO WE ARE:
A local business alliance committed to fight to 
dismantle racism through advocacy and fundraising 
for underprivileged and underserved surrounding 
communities, backed by a dedicated committee 
of volunteers to organize, plan and execute our 
mission.

OUR MISSION: 
1.  ACKNOWLEDGE racism is prevalent, pervasive 

and paralyzing progress

2.  Promote AWARENESS and ACCOUNTABILITY 
through education, not shame

3.  ADVOCATE for equality and justice

4.  Take ACTION by fundraising to support 
underprivileged and underserved communities

CONTACT: Email organizer, Lisa Benke, at  
westfieldworksforchange@gmail.com to unite with the 
growing number of Westfield area businesses working 
together for change.

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM @WEWORKFORCHANGE

CALLING ALL 
LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS

to join an alliance working together 
to act against racial injustice,

WE WORK FOR CHANGE

Minowaskin Park, Westfield 
June 7, 2020

Your ‘Historic’ Home –
Whether You Like It or Not

Many of us reside in Westfield be-
cause of the charming homes that line
our attractive streets. Having made
what, for many, is the largest invest-
ment of our lives, we expect to be able
to update and improve our properties
as we like, subject of course to existing
zoning laws and building codes.

Over the years, many Westfield resi-
dents have decided to preserve their homes
and neighborhoods, and the town’s his-
toric preservation ordinance gave them
the tools to do so.  Individual homeowners
could seek historic designation from the
town, and residents of an entire neighbor-
hood could also do so, as was the case
decades ago when residents of Kimball
Avenue voluntarily created the historic
district between Elm and Lawrence.

To date, these admirable decisions
to preserve appropriate homes and
neighborhoods as historic have been
freely made by the affected property
owners.  But that is about to change.
The Brindle Administration is amend-
ing the town’s historic preservation
ordinance to eliminate the consent of
the affected homeowner as a require-
ment for their property being desig-
nated as historic. In other words, the
town may designate your home or
neighborhood as an historic landmark,
whether you like it or not.

Mayor Brindle is giving power to an
unelected body of political appointees to
tell Westfield residents that their house is
“historic” and, if so, to restrict
homeowners’ rights. Do you want to
paint your house? Change your front
door?  Replace a window?  Sorry -- if the
town deems your house to be historic,
you can’t, unless the town lets you.

And how does the Brindle Adminis-
tration propose to define historic?  Very
broadly, and not just to include older
homes.  In fact, the town can classify a
brand new home as historic under the
standards in the proposed ordinance.
For example, does your house or neigh-
borhood, new or old:

“represent a significant period in the
architectural and social history of the
municipality”?

have “a unique character resulting
from its architectural style”?

“embody a distinguishing character-
istic or an architectural type valuable as
representative of a period, style, or
method of construction”?

“represent a work of a builder, de-
signer, artist, or architect whose indi-
vidual style significantly influenced the
architectural history of the municipal-
ity”?

Or is your house or neighborhood,
new or old:

the “embodiment of distinguishing
characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction, architecture,
or engineering”?

“identifiable with a person or per-
sons who significantly enriched the
Town, State, or Nation”?

“identifiable with the work of a
builder, designer, artist, architect, or
landscape architect whose work has
influenced the development of the
Town, State, or Nation”?

“imbued with traditional or legend-
ary lore” (whatever that means)?

If the town determines that any one
of these standards is met, congratula-
tions, you live in an historic home or
district! No matter that you didn’t know,
don’t care, or disagree -- you will not be

able to change any exterior feature on
your house unless you submit an appli-
cation for a “certificate of appropriate-
ness” and obtain approvals from mul-
tiple municipal bodies and officials.

Residents of Wychwood, the Gar-
dens, Indian Forest, Stoneleigh Park,
Boulevard, Manor Park, and other neigh-
borhoods, beware.  It used to take at least
80 percent of you to agree to become an
historic district; soon it will be just a
majority of the town council.  The same
is true if you live in any home, new or old,
that Mayor Brindle may view as “repre-
sentative of a period in the architectural
or social history of Westfield,” or having
a valuable “distinguishing characteris-
tic” or “architectural type.”  Concerned?
You should be.

The preservation of truly historic
homes is a worthy pursuit, but it should
not come at the expense of fundamen-
tal private property rights. Private prop-
erty taken for public use without com-
pensation, including unilaterally im-
posing substantial restrictions on the
use of that property, is not only uncon-
stitutional, but offensive. Westfield de-
serves better.

If, like us, you respect historic pres-
ervation but oppose the idea of unwill-
ingly being told that your home is
“historic” and then being restricted
from changing any exterior aspect of it
without begging the town for permis-
sion, let Mayor Brindle know at
mayorbrindle@westfieldnj.gov.

JoAnn Neylan, Chairwoman
Westfield Town

Republican Committee

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that an Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance Relating to
Personnel Positions and Salary Ranges of Officers and Employees of the Board of Health
of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, and State of New Jersey” was adopted by the
Westfield Board of Health at a regular meeting held on June 1, 2020.

Megan Avallone
Board Secretary

BOARD OF HEALTH ORDINANCE #3-2020

AN ORDINANCE BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO PERSONNEL
POSITIONS AND SALARY RANGES OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY
OF UNION, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY”.

Be it ordained by the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, that Board of Health Ordinance #1-2019 is hereby amended as follows:

Section 1

The following personnel positions and salary ranges are hereby established for Officers
and employees of the Board of Health and shall be effective retroactively from January
1, 2020.

Job Title Salary Range
Public Health Nurse $60,500 — $70,000
Health Educator $60,500 — $70,000

Section 2

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after Final Passage and publication
according to law.
1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $54.06

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

JUNE 16, 2020 MEETING NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Mayor and Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains has changed the
time of their Business Meeting scheduled
for June 16, 2020. The meeting will begin
at 5:00 p.m. and be held in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

Due to the public health emergency
caused by Coronavirus, and the Governor’s
Executive Order 107, the Township of
Scotch Plains will conduct the June 16,
2020 Business Meeting remotely and by
electronic means for its Councilmembers
and public. In accordance with N.J.S.A.
10:4-6 (the “Open Public Meetings Act”)
Business Meeting  will be open to the
public by electronic means, and as such,
members of the public may view the meet-
ing by livestream on our public access
Channels FIOS 22 and Comcast 34;  or on
Facebook Live;  Public Comment will be
available through call in during the appro-
priate comment portions at 908-322-2076.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 06/11/20, The Times Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE FOR VIRTUAL HEARING

In compliance with the New Jersey Mu-
nicipal Land Use Law, the General Ordi-
nances of the Township of Cranford, the
Rules and Regulations of the Cranford
Township Zoning Board of Adjustment as
well as to comply with relevant Executive
Orders signed by Governor Murphy re-
garding the current public health emer-
gency and in an effort to follow best prac-
tices recommended by the United States
Center for Disease Control (CDC), PLEASE
TAKE NOTICE that on June 22nd 2020,
the Cranford Township Zoning Board of
Adjustment will hold a VIRTUAL PUBLIC
HEARING on the application for develop-
ment, ZBA 19-018 by the applicant / prop-
erty owner (the “Applicant”) named below,
regarding the premises located in the R-5
Zone, having a tax map designation of
block 403 Lot 70, with a property address,
32 Johnson Drive, Cranford, New Jersey
07016.

The Applicant is seeking a variance or
exception to the Cranford Township Zon-
ing Ordinance(s) so as to permit the follow-
ing: construct an addition to an existing
attached townhouse.

The Applicant seeks specific requested
relief as flows: c(1) hardship variance relief
on account of the hardship induced by the
undersized dimensions of the subject prop-
erty from local Ordinance §255-Att. 1,
Schedule 1 for the minimum required front
yard setback as well as the maximum
allowable building coverage where the
subject property is an undersized lot mea-
suring 14.19 feet in  width  (50 foot mini-
mum in the R-5 district) and is 2,128 square
feet in total area (5,000 square feet mini-
mum required in the R-5 district). Regard-
ing the Front Yard Setback, 25 feet re-
quired, and 14 feet exists, and Applicant
proposes 10.4 feet Regarding the Maxi-
mum Building Coverage, Applicant pro-
poses an increase in total building cover-
age on the site by approximately 42 square
feet to allow for 674 square feet or 32%
where 632 square feet exists; and, 638.4
square feet or 30% is the maximum al-
lowed by ordinance.

THE MEETING WILL BE OFFERED VIR-
TUALLY FOR ALL BOARD MEMBERS,
BOARD PROFESSIONALS, APPLICANT
AND APPLICANT’S TEAM, INTERESTED
PARTIES AND MEMBERS OF THE PUB-
LIC.

The Zoning Board of Adjustment will
conduct a VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING

on the application of the undersigned, at
which time all interested persons will be
given an opportunity to he heard. This
hearing will be electronically presented as
described below on June 22nd 2020, at
7:45 p.m. Residents who wish to attend
and participate in the virtual meeting for
purposes of participating or making a pub-
lic comment at the hearing on the Applica-
tion should follow the instructions and com-
plete the registration form available by
activating the link to the VIRTUAL PUBLIC
HEARING that will be included on the
meeting agenda for the Zoning Board of
Adjustment, which will be posted on the
Township of Cranford’s website at least 48
hours prior to the date of the scheduled
hearing.

A copy of the Application, plans and
related documents are on file in the Plan-
ning/Zoning Office of the Cranford Town-
ship Municipal Building, located at 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016,
but are not available for public inspection
at the building due to the CO VID-19 public
health emergency. Anyone interested in
reviewing the Application, plans and re-
lated documents may inform the Applicant
identified below or the Board’s administra-
tor, Ms. Kathy Lenahan; office telephone
(908) 709-7211; or, email: K-
Lenahan@cranfordnj.org, that they wish
to receive copies of same and the Appli-
cant shall then be required to deliver to the
member(s) of the public the Application,
plans and documents either electronically
or by delivery of hard copies to the person
requesting the materials.

THIS HEARING WILL BE A VIRTUAL
HEARING. THE LINK TO PARTICIPATE
IN THE VIRTUAL HEARING WILL BE
AVAILABLE ON THE MEETING AGENDA
FOR THE ZONING BOARD OF ADJUST-
MENT, WHICH WILL BE POSTED ON
THE TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD’S
WEBSITE AT LEAST 48 HOURS PRIOR
TO THE HEARING.

The applicant reserves the right to supple-
ment this application and/or seek at the
time of hearing such other approvals, inter-
pretations, variances and/or waivers as may
be requested or required by the applicant or
the Township of Cranford Zoning Board of
Adjustment and such other variances, re-
lief, exemptions, deviations and/or waivers
that may be required upon an analysis of
the plans and testimony at the VIRTUAL
PUBLIC HEARING on the application.

Giovanny Pulido
32 Johnson Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $102.00

PUBLIC NOTICE

Start Your

Sales Engines!
goleader.com/form/bulletin

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2173

NOTICE OF PENDING
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

General Ordinance No. 2173, a sum-
mary of which is included herein, was
introduced at a Regular Meeting of the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield
held on June 9, 2020 and was read for the
first time. This ordinance will be further
considered for final passage by said Town
Council at the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, Council Chambers, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 at a
meeting beginning at 8:00 PM on June 30,
2020 or at any time and place to which
such meeting may be adjourned. If the
meeting on June 30, 2020 must be held
virtually due to COVID-19, the public hear-
ing will be held digitally with a link/meeting
ID to be made available on the Town of
Westfield’s website (www.westfieldnj.gov)
in advance of the meeting. Copies of this
ordinance are available in full at the Office
of the Town Clerk, Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.

A summary of General Ordinance No.
2173 is as follows:

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING THE CODE OF
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
NEW JERSEY, AS IT RE-
LATES TO THE STORAGE
AND DELIVERY OF
P R E M A N U F A C T U R E D
(MODULAR) HOMES AND
BUILDING COMPONENTS

SUMMARY:

Amends and restates Section 8-42 of
Chapter 8, “Buildings” of Article VI, “Main-
tenance of Sites Under Construction” of
the Town Code of the Town of Westfield by
amending certain fees, storage timeframes,
and insurance requirements related to
premanufactured (modular) homes.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $43.35

    More Letters
     On Page 12

Pilots and Education Impact:
 Is La Place Flying Blind?

By SAL CARUANA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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David B. Corbin (June 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY FOR A RELAXED TOSS…Raider Mike Alleman, after winning the
Group 3 shot put title with a push of 66’0.25”, relaxed his style in the discus and
released a personal-best toss of 173’8” to place third (May 31, 2008).

David B. Corbin (June 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRST LAP OF THE 1,600...Blue Devils Katie Hamilton, No. 10, Emma Jackler,
No. 8, and Mia Melao, No. 6, begin the first lap of the 1,600 at the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Championship at Ridge High School (May 25/26, 2018).

David B. Corbin (June 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG REASON TO CELEBRATE...The Blue Devils celebrate after defeating
Ridge, 4-2, for the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Championship in Basking
Ridge on June 1, 2019. It was the Blue Devils second straight sectional title.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
From the archives of The Westfield

Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. Complete stories of
the events can be read in the archives.

May 31/June 1, 2019: The
Westfield High School girls placed
second in the 4x800 relay and the
Blue Devil boys finished second in
the 4x400 relay at the Group 4 Track
& Field Championships held at
Franklin Township High School in
Somerset on May 31 and June 1. Blue
Devils Caroline Collins, Isabel
Boufarah, Katie Hamilton and Sarah
Hacker turned in a time of 9:18.6 to
finish second in the 4x800. Hamilton
also finished third in the 1,600 with a
time of 4:53.16. Blue Devil Sam
Stravach placed fourth in the javelin
with a toss of 124-1. Stravach also
placed seventh in the discus with a
toss of 112-8.

Blue Devil Lauren Triarsi finished
eighth in the 100-hurdles with a time

of 15.08. Julia Csorba finished eighth
in the 400-hurdles at 1:04.04. SPF
Raiders Che Dashiell placed eighth
in the high jump with a clearance of 5-
4.

In the boys’ events, Blue Devils
Jake Saltzer, Ajay Olson, Steve Zucker
and Will Surks finished second in the
4x400 with a time of 3:17.7. Blue
Devils Will Loggia, Ronnie Melao,
James McCutcheon and Cooper
Brennan crossed third in the 4x800
with a time of 7:59.88.

Raider Jacob Leigh finished third
in the 100 dash with a time of 10.84.
Leigh also finished third in the 200 at
21.94. He then finished fifth in the
400 at 48.39 with Saltzer finishing
seventh at 48.98. Raider Kyle Estivene
finished sixth in the 110-hurdles at
14.71 and Ben Fleischer crossed
eighth in the 3,200 at 9:33.06. Griffin
Rooney took sixth in the javelin with
a toss of 166-2 and Jeremy

Kronheimer took eighth at 159-7.
At the Group 3 Championship in

Bayville, Cranford Cougar Sasha
Knapp placed sixth in the long jump
with a personal-best leap of 17-9.5.
Knapp also placed eighth in the triple
jump with a distance of 35-10.5.

June 1, 2019: Four games into the
season the Westfield High School

baseball team was staring at an 0-4
record and the outlook appeared
cloudy but come sectional tourna-
ment time the Blue Devils qualified
as the eighth seed and proceeded to
run the table culminating with a 4-2
victory over the second-seeded Ridge
Red Devils for the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 Championship at

Basking Ridge on June 1. Timely
hitting, crucial defensive plays and
the deceptive pitching performance
from senior lefty MJ Catanzaro made
it possible for the Blue Devils to cap-
ture their second sectional title in a
row.

Catanzaro went the distance, al-
lowing just four hits and striking out
four against the Red Devil machine,
while walking three — one inten-
tional.

Matt McIntyre went 4-for-4, in-
cluding a double, stole a base and
scored twice. Sean Flynn blasted a
pair of long doubles and singled, while
scoring once and knocking in two
runs. Andrew Caminiti whacked a
long double in the top of the first
inning that would be the catalyst for
catching everybody’s attention on an
interesting call at the plate.

May 25/26, 2018 Ridge High
School in Basking Ridge hosted the

North Jersey, Section 2, Group I and
IV Track & Field Championships on
May 25-26 and Middletown North
hosted the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group II and III Championships. The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider boys
took fourth in the Group IV team
totals with 44 points, while the
Westfield Blue Devil boys placed sev-
enth at 38. The Lady Blue Devils took
sixth with 37 points and the SPF Raid-
ers placed 10th at 26. In Group III, the
Cranford Cougar girls took fourth
with 44 points.

Blue Devil Joe SanGiacomo took
first in the javelin with a toss of 162-
2. Raiders Kyle Estivene, Jacob Leigh,
Justin Sanders and Dwight Laylor
crossed first in the 4x100 with a per-
sonal-record (PR) time of 42.34. Dev-
ils Spencer Weigand and Matt Meusel
placed 3-4 in the 1,600 with respec-
tive times of 4:24.3 and a PR of

D. Blair Corbin’s

Walk Down Memory Lane

Raiders
Blue Devils

Cougars

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

KENT PLACE SCHOOL
CONGRATULATES 

THE CLASS OF 2020 

Summit, New Jersey • www.kentplace.org
Kent Place is an independent, nonsectarian, college-preparatory day school for girls in Grades K-12 with a co-educational preschool.

See Memory Lane at
Ballyhoo Sports
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THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

4:25.45. Weigand placed second in
the 800 with a time of 1:55.21.
Weigand, James McCutcheon, Coo-
per Brennan and Meusel finished
fourth in the 4x800 at 8:07.18. Laylor
and Leigh placed 3-4 in the 100 with
respective times of 11.11 and 11.12.
Estivene finished fourth in the 110
hurdles at 14.82. Raider Ben Fleischer
finished third in the 3,200 at 9:42.97.

Blue Devil freshman Katie Hamilton
expressed herself well by finishing
second in the 800 with a PR time of
2:16.02. Emma Jackler, Tani Horton,
Julia Csorba and Hamilton finished
third in the 4x400 at 4:04.53. In the
4x100, Raiders Trinity Hart, Imani
Rivers, Kerri McNeely and Corinne
Lyght finished second at 48.11.

In Group III boys, Josiah Cadet
crossed first in the 400 hurdles with a
time of 55.2 and although he had the
best qualifying time for the 110 hurdles
at 14.42, Josiah faulted in the finals.
Josh Cadet finished fourth in the 200
at 22.38 and fifth in the 400 at 50.41.
For the girls, Cougar freshman Cielo
Tumbokon took first in the triple jump
with a distance of 35-7.5. She also
took second in the long jump with a
PR leap of 17-4 and Sasha Knapp
took fourth at 16-6. Hanna Capone
took second in the pole vault with a
height of 9-6.

June 2, 2017: Sectional champi-
onship appearances have been the
norm for the third-seeded Cranford
High School Cougars, who made their
seventh straight trip, this time against
the top-seeded Chatham Cougars wit-
nessed by a massive crown of, Yes!
Cougar fans, who aligned along the
entire third base line and around the
outfield fence into right-centerfield at
Chatham on June 2.

The Cranford Cougars plated all of
their runs within the first three innings,
starting pitcher Gordon Graceffo sur-
vived a tough third inning and was
later relieved in the seventh inning by
sophomore Kevin Donovan, who re-
tired all three Chatham Cougars he
faced to earn Cranford the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 championship
with a 5-3 victory. It was the fifth title
in that span of seven appearances and
the 12th sectional championship since
1997.

The 1-2 batters in the lineup, Brian
Oblichinski and Ryn Bakie both added
stolen bases and inflicted the major-
ity of the offensive damage, along
with Tom Armstrong (single, RBI,
run scored) and sophomore Tyler
Szczech, who rapped a two-run single.
Oblachinski poked a first-pitch single

in the first inning, stole second and
scored on Bakie’s lined single to right.

Oblachinski also sparked a four-run
third inning when his leadoff grounder
baffled the second baseman. Bakie
whacked a long double to right-center
then Oblachinski scored his second run
when Jamie Shriner punched an RBI
single to center. Mike Meola, drew his
second walk of the game to load the
bases and Armstrong’s grounder to sec-
ond scored Bakie. Szczech stepped up
and slashed his two-run single down the
right field line.

May 28, 2016: Top-seeded
Bridgewater-Raritan stopped the
Westfield High School boys lacrosse
team, 10-6, in the final of the NJSIAA
North Jersey, Group 4 tournament on

May 28 in Bridgewater. The Panthers
rallied from an early 2-0 deficit,
outscoring the Blue Devils 9-0 over
the next two and one-half quarters to
build a commanding lead before hang-
ing on against a furious Westfield fourth
quarter rally. In so doing, Bridgewater
captured its second straight title and
continued its school record 41-game
winning streak that spans back to the
2014 season when last they lost a game.
The opponent was Westfield.

James Bohlinger finished with two
goals and one assist for Westfield.
Devon McLane and Jake Wornow
each had a goal and an assist, and
Blake Taylor and Brandon Leuthold
each had a goal. Toby Burgdorf came
up with nine saves in goal.

May 27/28, 2016: Westfield High
School (WHS) senior Jelani Pierre
had a personal record (PR) leap to

place first in the long jump, senior
Brooke Schaeffer broke her own WHS
record in the 800 and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood senior Amani Williams took
top honors in the discus at the North
Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 track &
field championships held at Ridge
High School on May 27-28.

Pierre had his best leap in the long
jump and it paid off when he soared
22-0.5 to capture first place. Pierre
teamed with Ishmael Glasco, Nick
Greenspan and Sid Douglas to finish
third in the 4x100 with a time of 43.04.
Raider junior Isaiah Thompson cleared
6-4 to take second in the high jump.
Blue Devil Tom Fuccillo took third in
the event with a toss of 152-2.

For the girls, Blue Devils Noelle
Blackford, Emma Jackler, Julia Myers
and Schaeffer finished third in the
4x800 with a time of 9:29.96, which
was the third of three placements that
topped the previous meet record.
Schaeffer finished second in the 800
at 2:13.33. Raider Madeline Weber
with a toss of 118-5 took top honors in
the javelin. Blue Devil Hannah
Hawkins took third in the long jump
with a leap of 16-9.5.

May 27/28, 2016: Cranford High
School sophomore Josh Cadet cap-
tured first in the 200 meters and ran on
the winning 4x100 relay and senior
Julia Schork pushed her way to first
place in the shot put at the North Jer-
sey, Group 3, Section 2 track & field
championships at Ridge High School
on May 27-28. Josh then teamed with
Josiah, Acacio Escada and Jack
Schetelich to win the 4x100 with a
school record time of 43.18. Josh,
Escada, Peter Gilligan and Schetelich
finished fourth in the 4x400 at 3:27.35.

Before winning the 200, which was
contested on Day 2, Josh Cadet was
involved in a weird experience in the
100 meters when his heat had to redo
the sprint due to difficulties with the
timing. Cadet, however, did finish
third in the event with a time of 11:31.
Will Fries took second in the shot put
with a shove of 48-6.25. Trey Pascal
took third in the pole vault with a
height of 13-0.

The Cougar trio of Schork with a

shove of 37-4.25, Brianna Scotti (36-
7.5) and Christina Barlik (36-2.75)
ate up the shot put, placing 1-3-5,
respectively. Lindsay Aschmies,
Amanda Bush, Bella DeSimone and
Kiera Hurley finished second in the
4x800 with a time of 9:36.31. Taylor
Grant took third in the high jump with
a clearance of 4-10.

May 29/30, 2015: The No. 1 ranked

Union Catholic Vikings boys and girls
track & field teams plundered their
way to victory at the Non-Public A
meet held at Frank Jost Field in South
Plainfield. The Viking girls outdis-
tanced their nearest competitor by 97
points, finishing with a total of 152.5,
while the Viking boys won their third
straight title with a total of 126. The
Westfield and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
boys and girls competed in the Group
4 meet held at Egg Harbor, while the
Cranford Cougar boys and girls com-
peted in the Group 3 meet held in
South Plainfield.

Viking senior Taylor McLaughlin
won four individual events, including
setting the meet record in the 400-
hurdles with a time of 51.73. He took
top honors in the 110-hurdles at 14.28
and the 200 meters at 21.45. McLaughlin
crossed first in the 400 at 47.63. Sopho-
more Sydney McLaughlin was the top
competitor for the Viking girls with
three individual titles. She won the 400
meters in 52.59 and the 400 hurdles in
58.82. McLaughlin also finished first in
the 200 at 24.08.

For Group 4 boys, Blue Devil Matt
Russo finished second in the 3,200
with a time of 9:26.09. Blue Devil
Theo Brunson took sixth in the pole
vault with a height of 13-0. Raider
Merlin Edmond finished third in the
100 with a time of 10.95. Kobe White
took fourth in the 200 at 22.13 and
Quincy Sanchez finished fifth in the
110-hurdles at 14.51. In Group 4 girls,
Blue Devils Noelle Blackford, Kelly
Morrison, Julia Myers and Brooke
Schaeffer finished seventh in the
4x800 with a time of 9:39.49.

In Group 3, Cranford Cougar Tim
Colter tied for seventh in the high
jump at 6-2. Cougars Amanda Bush,
Bella DeSimone, Anna Fitch and

Kiera Hurley finished seventh in the
4x800 at 9:43.27.

June 12, 2014: Regular-season op-
ponents became teammates at the 37th
Annual Senior All-Star Games spon-
sored by the Jack Cust Baseball Acad-
emy at Diamond Nation in Flemington

on June 12. Two separate games, one
between the Northwest All-Stars and
the South All-Stars, and the other be-
tween the Northeast All-Stars and the
Central Jersey All-Stars featured the
top 100 seniors in New Jersey.

Seven Union County players repre-
sented the 25 players from the North-
west squad and all seven came up smell-
ing like roses in a 4-1, nine-full innings
victory over the Southern All-Stars.

The seven Union County representa-
tives were: pitcher Brad DeMartino
and catcher Mike Ionta (Westfield),

shortstop Christian Zazzali (Scotch
Plains-Fanwood), centerfielder Tommy
Trotter (Cranford), right fielder Ryan
Jennings and Head Coach Chris Roof
(Governor Livingston), first baseman
Luis Amaro (Roselle Park) and pitcher
Ryan Kahn (Union Catholic).

June 5, 2013: New Jersey’s best
track & field athletes converged on
Frank Jost Field in South Plainfield to
compete at the Meet of Champions,
and the Westfield High School Blue
Devils and Cranford Cougars man-
aged to place a few of their athletes in
the top-8. Blue Devils Kevin Smith,
Matt Luppino, Rob Marczydlo and
Dan Luzzi finished fourth in the 4x800
meters with a time of 7:56.79.
Cranford Cougars Bryanna Grant and
Regine Hunter placed 3-4 in the triple

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

David B. Corbin (June 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMING TO THE FINISH LINE...Josh Cadet, center, finished third in the 100
meters, first in the 200 and was a member of the winning 4x100 team that broke
the Cranford High School record at the Group 3 sectional at Ridge (May 27, 2016).

David B. Corbin (June 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UPENDED AT SECOND...Blue Devil second baseman Tyler Bowman, right, gets
upended as Eastern’s Steve Priolo steals the base in the second inning of the Group
4 championship game at Toms River North on June 9, 2013. Eastern won 8-1.

David B. Corbin (June 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEGINNING OF THE 1600...Blue Devils Ryan Siegel and Nick Antonelli, both in
center of photo, react with the gun at the start of the 1,600 meters during the North
Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 championship at Ridge High School on May 27, 2016.

David B. Corbin (June 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING CLOSE TO THE FRONT RUNNERS...Blue Devil Matt Meusel, left,
Raider Brandon Garcia, No. 8, and Blue Devil Spencer Weigand, between two
North Hunterdon runners, keep in a tight pack in the 1,600 (May 25/26, 2018).

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In a perfect world, WHS junior
Katie Hamilton would have ended the
2019-20 school year with a victory in
the 1,600 this weekend at the Meet of
Champions at Northern Burlington
Regional. She was third as a sopho-
more last year and captured the In-
door MOC last February.

That might have been the cherry on
top of a spring season that saw WHS
athletes and teams bring home state
titles in golf, boys lacrosse, softball
and boys track; contend for county/
sectional (and possibly state) honors
in baseball, boys tennis, girls lacrosse
and girls track; seen Bob Brewster
(with 11 wins) pass Ray Korn as Union
County’s winningest baseball coach;
and been wowed as tennis’s George
Kapner added another 20+ wins for a
16th straight spring to his coaching
victory suitcase.

But this is far from a perfect world.
The Covid-19 virus has killed more
than 107,000+ Americans – 41 in
Westfield – since March and wreaked
havoc on normal life around the globe
(377,000+ deaths). The last week in
May saw the U.S. revert to rioting
across the country, protesting sys-
temic racism and yet another instance
of police brutality, similar to those
held during the chaotic summers of
the late 1960s.

For some of us, high school sports
were always a good way to stay above
the fray, even if it meant a round-trip
drive of 120 miles. It was great fun to
watch athletes representing their home
town school and sit with people from
“the other side of the aisle” not as the
enemy but as fans of WHS sports.

The fall of 2019 and the winter of
2019-20 were outstanding times for
WHS, and the spring season, cut off
before it could even get started, looked
to be another memorable one. We can
only imagine what would have hap-
pened.

But that’s where the Devil’s Den,
sitting on the sidelines for six months
since our last appearance back on
Dec. 5, comes in. Here’s our look at
what teams – and which senior ath-
letes – we would’ve been watching
this spring at Kehler Stadium,
Brewster Field, next to the parking lot
at WHS (Donner-McFadden Fields?),
Tamaques Park and Echo Lake C.C.

BASEBALL: Despite suffering
just the fourth losing season (11-12)
of coach Bob Brewster’s 37 years at

the helm, the 2019 Brew Crew did
capture the North 2 Group 4 title.

Seniors: Jack Bowman, Justin
Chambliss, Victor Coustan, John
Czarnecki, Dan Kohler, Leo Loffredo,
Jack Love, Christian Panini, Luke
Pardo, Joe Rigney, Jake White.

GOLF (boys): Ryan Daly needed
just two wins for 100 as coach, and
coming off a North Group 4 title and
a No. 10 ranking in the state. With
senior Justin Lee leading a team of
outstanding underclassmen, the sky
appeared the limit.

Seniors: David Criscuolo, Derek
Kingsley, Justin Lee

GOLF (girls): Coach Katie
Rudolph’s club had gone 46-5 the last
four springs, including 27-0 the past
two. But Anna Bowman, who won
multiple medalist honors and carded
the program’s first hole-in-one, gradu-
ated in 2019.

LACROSSE (boys): You could
understand Boomer Wertheimer be-
ing anxious for his first year as head
coach, after nine years as an assistant.
Despite the graduation of all-time
scorer Devon McLane, Jake Engelke
and goalie Theo Dardia, expectations
were high for putting another big tro-
phy in the case.

Seniors: Reid Colwell, Colin Freer,
Nick Martini, Henry Meiselman, Cam
Parmalee, Will Popadoupoulos, Hank
Shapiro, Trevor Tanella, Jet Tilyou.

LACROSSE (girls): Abby Cohn’s
2019 team went 8-10, but had victo-
ries over Summit and Hillsborough.
And they had a solid returning nucleus,
especially the junior class.

Seniors: Mikaela Buoscio, Tate
Fallon, Grace Friedberg, Molly
Mineo.

SOFTBALL: With Caitlin Cheddar
sitting out this spring on maternity leave,
Becky Antonelli was the recipient of a
loaded-for-bear team. All-timers Erica
Lawrence and Julia Romano gradu-
ated, along with Genevieve Howell.
But there was the disappointment of no
county, sectional or state bling last
spring, and most of the team was back
(plus additions from a 17-1 jayvee team).
Playing state-tourney games in late May/
early June would not have been a stretch
of the imagination.

Seniors: Julia Gagliardi, Meg
Prasek, Regan Schultz.

TENNIS (boys): This would have
been the program’s 100th season, and
the first since 2013 without a Bartok

or Reich in the lineup. The varsity
went 21-5 in 2019 and the jayvees
were 10-1. The Wroe brothers – jun-
ior Sebastian and freshman Tristan –
figured to be Nos. 1-2 singles.

Seniors: Nick Forno, Chris Giglio,
Brad Hornbeck.

TRACK: With a slew of multi-
talented athletes, this would have been
a memorable season for Chris
Tafelski’s boys and Joe Berardi’s girls.

Senior boys: Tim Alliegro, Jack
Cioffi, Will Kessler, Jeremy
Kronheimer, Will Loggia, Jack
Maranz, Alex Maurillo, Declan
McCauley, John McDonald, Mike
Pierro, Quinn Prisco, Griffin Rooney,
Zach Spergel, Will Surks, Sivaji
Turimella, Roberto Uehara, Kevin
Yucetepe.

Senior girls: Jill Constantinou, Julia
Csorba, Alexis Hammer, Jackie
LaMastra, Rachel Markowitz,
Catharine Miller, Grace Morgan,
Amanda Paden, Megan Raferty,
Sloane Slusher.

VOLLEYBALL (boys): The sec-
ond-year program was 7-10 but was
in almost every match under first-
year coach Ed Saggio.

Seniors: Dan Andrade, David
Broughton, Jonathon Givelber, Etan
Zeller MacLean.

DEVILS OF THE YEAR
Since Tommy Bonard won the first

Devil of the Year back in June
2007,there have been times that a co-
DOY was needed. This was definitely
one of those years.

The female DOY is Faith
Dobosiewicz, the multi-talented soc-
cer and basketball standout who will
play soccer at Rutgers this fall. But a
good case could be made for Julia
Csorba, Caroline Dwyer, Abby
McKinney and Grace Morgan.

But the male DOY is a far different
story. The class of 2020 was loaded:
Tim Alliegro, Chris Giglio, Reid
Colwell, CJ Composto, John
Czarnecki, Luke Hoerle, Will Kessler,
Jeremy Kronheimer, Will Loggia,
Declan McCauley, Quinn Priscoe,
Hank Shapiro and Jeremy Silber,
among several others.

But two – Colin Freer and Griffin
Rooney – stood out above the others,
and they’ll share 2020 DOY honors.
Both were all-timers in two sports,
and outstanding in a third. Freer will
attend Princeton and Rooney is going
to Lafayette.

WHS Spring Sports
What Might Have Been

David B. Corbin (June 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING BACK QUICKLY…James O’Rourke quickly dives back to first base
to avoid being tagged out by Perth Amboy first baseman Luis Marte in the
sectional championship game in Perth Amboy. Westfield won, 9-7 (June 3, 2011).

David B. Corbin (June 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING BACK INTO THE GAME…Blue Devil Joe Vall-Llobera gets a hand
shake from coach Bob Brewster after he crushed a two-run homer in the fourth
inning in the Sectional Championship against the Edison Eagles (June 1, 2007).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

jump with respective distances of 38-
8.5 and 38-6.5, a little under their best
distances.

June 9, 2013: A great ride finally

came to an end for the Westfield High
School baseball team when it experi-
enced an 8-1 defeat from the bats and
aggressiveness, especially from Tom
Flacco, of the No. 2 ranked Eastern
Vikings in the Group 4 championship
game at Toms River North. The 29-4
Vikings capitalized on an unfortunate
Blue Devil error, and some very crafty
base running to grab an early 3-0 lead,
while dodging the bullet twice with
serious threats in the second and third
innings to keep the momentum in
their dugout.

Blue Devil starting pitcher Brad
DiMartino spent four and a third in-
nings on the mound, allowing five
hits and walking three, while striking
out five. The Blue Devils’ run came in
the sixth when Matt Storcks singled
to right-center, advanced to third on a
pair of wild pitches and scored on
Liam Devin’s groundout to second.

June 1-2, 2012: Competition got
much stiffer at the NJSIAA Group
track & field championships. The Blue

Devil boys finished 17th in the Group
4 meet held at Lombardi Field in Old
Bridge and qualified three for the
Meet of Champions. The Cranford
girls finished 19th in the Group 3
meet held at Frank Jost Field in South
Plainfield and advanced two girls to
the MOC, while the Raiders finished
29th and advanced one girl.

Blue Devil Peter Fagan took sec-
ond in the pole vault with a height of
14-6 and teammate John Stelmach
placed fifth with a height of 13-6.
Blue Devil Mike DePaolo tied for
sixth in the high jump with a clear-
ance of 6-2. Cougars Bryanna Grant
with a distance of 37-10.25 and Regine
Hunter at 37-2.75 placed 3-4 in the

triple jump. Raider Samantha Renfree
advanced to the MOC by placing third
in the javelin with a toss of 125-2.

June 3, 2011: A seesaw battle

reached its climax when the second-
seeded Blue Devil baseball team
plated four runs in the top of the
seventh inning and held off a threat by
top-seeded Perth Amboy to grab the
North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2
championship with a 9-7 victory at
Rudyk Park in Perth Amboy.

John Gribbon pulled out the ham-
mer and went 3-for-4 with two doubles
and three RBI against Panther ace
pitcher Emilio Calderon, who came
into the game with an 11-1 record. In
the seventh, the stage was set for the
most dramatic play of the game. With
AJ Murray on third, Will Riggs took
a 0-2 count and laid down a suicide
squeeze. Murray charged home and
scored, making the score, 7-5. Next,
Steve Forgash’s grounder baffled
shortstop Fernando Rosa, and two
more Blue Devils scored.

June 3, 2010: Playing one of the
state’s year-in and year-out toughest
schedules, this year’s Blue Devil senior
tennis players – Scott Bernstein, Adam

Reich, Justin Snyder and Graeme Stahl
– will graduate with a team record of
121-6. The year-by-year records are:
30-0, 31-1, 29-2, 31-3.

Those numbers include four straight
county titles, four straight sectional
titles, four straight state Group 4 titles,
four straight trips to the Tournament
of Champions, and two TOC titles.
The final masterpiece was painted at
Mercer County Park, a 3-2 victory
over no. 1 ranked Chatham.

June 3, 2010: Blue Devil junior Jon
Henry ran in a nose-to-nose battle to
finish fifth in the 400 meters with a time
of 48.63 at the Meet of Champions in
South Plainfield. Jhakyse Williams,
Brian Henry, Pat Gray and Jon Henry

crossed seventh in the 4x400 relay with
a time of 3:18.25. Blue Devil junior
Ashley Edwards crossed eighth in the
400 meters with a time of 58.12.

Raider Frank Mellana had a toss of
188-09 on his second throw, which
was good enough for fourth place in
the javelin. Gray also competed in the
javelin and placed ninth with a toss of
180-06. Blue Devils Mike Kelley,
Tyler Cusick, Zach Lizmi and Sam
Tooley finished eighth in the 4x800
with a time of 8:05.43. Cougar senior
Kelly Burke cleared 12-6 on her first
attempt to place first. Burke also
placed third in the triple jump with a
distance of 38-01.

May 27, 2009: Three hits just out
of the reach of Blue Devil gloves
sparked a three-run fourth inning and
provided the momentum for a five-
run fifth that guided the North
Hunterdon softball team to a 10-4
victory in the semifinal round of the
North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 tour-
nament. The Blue Devils got a two-
run homer from Rebecca Schaefer (3-
for-4, 3 RBI) and a solo blast from
Tara Knapp (2-for-3, 2 runs scored).

May 30, 2009: Joe Marciano hit a
three-run home run and Brian
Schroeder followed with a solo blast

in the bottom of the third inning to
guide top-seeded JFK-Iselin to a 6-3
victory over visiting, second-seeded
Raiders in the North Jersey Group 3,
Section 2 championship game. Joe
D’Annunzio had Schroeder’s num-
ber by hopping a single over second
in the third and hammering a two-run
homer in the fifth.

June 4, 2009: Blue Devil juniors
Graeme Stahl and Scott Bernstein over-
came a first set loss and a 4-1 deficit in
the third set to win the NJSIAA doubles
championship over familiar foes, Grant
Schalet and Andre Rivera of Newark
Academy, at Mercer Indoor Tennis
Center in West Windsor.

May 31, 2008: Raider senior Mike
Alleman put it all together on his
second throw with a giant shove of
66’0.25” at the Group 3 Track and
Field Championships at Frank Jost
Field in South Plainfield to break the
meet record in the shot put of 64’8”
set in 1993 by Matawan’s Tyrone
Garland. Meanwhile, Westfield se-
niors Adam Bergo and Brandon
Heroux were impressive in the Group
4 meet at Egg Harbor to advance to
the Meet of Champions (MOC).

Bergo placed second in the triple
jump with a distance of 47’1.75”. Bergo
also cleared 6’4” to place third in the
high jump. Heroux placed second in
the javelin with a toss of 188’11”. Blue
Devil Malcolm Allen advanced by
placing sixth in the long jump with a
distance of 20’5.5”. Raider senior Erin
Rossi qualified again in the shot put
with a fourth-placed shove of 36’0.75”
behind teammate Carlaya Jones, who
placed third with a toss of 37’5.75”.
Rossi also placed fourth in the discus
with a toss of 116’.

June 5, 2008: For one last time,
eager spectators gathered around the

shot put area at the Meet of Champi-
ons in South Plainfield to watch Raider
senior Mike Alleman and Morristown
High School freshman Nick Vena
launch their 12-pound shots more than
60 feet beyond the circle. Alleman,
who beat Vena at the Group III Cham-
pionships and broke the Union County
shot record with a throw of 66-0.5,
stepped into the circle looking to de-
fend his state shot put title he won last
spring. After both competitors threw
in the 62-63 foot range during pre-
liminaries, Vena mustered a 65-3.5
blast, bettering Alleman’s best of 64-
4, to claim the state title.

June 1, 2007: Eagle senior right-
hander Gary Thompson showed poise
on the mound, got an errorless effort
from his defense and received runs in
three big clumps to earn Edison the
North Jersey, Section 2 Group 4 title
with a 10-4 victory over visiting
Westfield. Joe Vall-Llobera (2-for-4,
run scored) whacked a two-run homer.

June 2, 2007: Carlaya Jones be-
came the first ever Raider girl to win
an event at the Group 3 champion-
ships when she had a personal-best
toss of 134’10” to win the discus
event.

June 3, 2006: Senior Jeff Perrella

earned all of the Blue Devils’ team
points by winning the 1600-meter and
3200-meter races at the Group 4 cham-
pionships at Silver Eagle Stadium in
Egg Harbor. Raider sophomore Mike
Alleman placed second in the shot put
with a shove of 55’5.75” behind
Lacey’s Vinnie Elardo at 56’1” at
Frank Jost Field in South Plainfield.

June 8, 2006: Blue Devil senior
Jeff Perrella finished third in one of
the fastest 3200-meter races in Meet
of Champions history, in which three
runners finished under 9:10 at Frank
Jost Field in South Plainfield. Raider
sophomore Mike Alleman left a big
impact, placing second in the shot put
with a shove of 55’10.5”.

June 8, 2005: Westfield boys track
& field made its mark at the 32nd
NJSIAA Meet of Champions at Frank
Jost Field in South Plainfield. Seniors
Mike Woods and Mike Gorski placed
second and third, respectively, in the
pole vault and junior Jeff Perrella
brought home a third place in the
3,200-meter event. Woods cleared 15-
0 and Gorski cleared 14-6. Perrella
had a personal-best time of 9:20.12.

June 2005: Westfield High School
coach Thom Hornish retired from his
position as girls spring track & field
coach – field events – after 32 seasons.

June 2, 2004: Brianne Moore al-
lowed just an infield single to MaryKate
Flannery in the seventh inning to lead
Clifton to a, 1-0, victory over Westfield
in the NJSIAA Group 4 state softball
semifinals at Morris Hills. Blue Devil
senior lefthander Lauren Gelmetti fired
a seven-hitter, struck out one batter
and walked none.

June 2004: The Blue Devil baseball
team made huge strides from last year’s
12-10, team finishing 16-7 and sharing
the Watchung Conference National

Division crown with the Raiders. A very
pleasant surprise was senior leadoff
batter Jan Cocozziello, who led the
team with a .406 BA. He had 28 hits,

including five doubles, three triples and
a home run, scored 23 runs, had nine
stolen bases and 16 RBI.

May 24, 2003: The Raider boys
tied for third with Phillipsburg with a
total of 44 in the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 3 Track and Field Champi-
onships in Mt. Olive. The Raider girls,
who were the defending sectional
champs, finished in a tie for fifth with
West Morris with 43 points. Raider
senior Chris Feighner won the shot
put with a shove of 54’7” and won the
discus with a toss of 148’10”. Michelle
Regg gave the Raider girls their only
first place by recording the longest
distance of 33’6” in the triple jump.

June 2003: Physical education
teacher and coach, Frank Butz, feels
that he will finally have some leisure
time after 38 years of teaching and
coaching in the SP-F High School
system. Butz grew up in Bangor, Pa.,
was a three-sport athlete – football,
basketball and baseball – and was
very successful in all three. He re-
ceived a football scholarship to
Wichita State University. One of his
teammates was former NFL coach

Bill Parcells.
June 2, 2002: The Raider boys

finished in a tie for second place with
Toms River South in Group 3 at the

NJSIAA Group Track and Field
Championships in Egg Harbor. Raider
senior Ray Williams was the star of
the weekend, collecting 38 team
points, with three firsts – 100, 200,
400 meters – and a second – long
jump. Should Williams had won all
four events he would have been just
the third boy in state history to do so.

June 2, 2002: Raiders Adam Corbin
and Jason Krueger, reached the top-16
of the NJSIAA Doubles Tennis Tour-
nament before being ousted by the top-
seeded team from Livingston at Veter-
ans Park in Hamilton Township.

June 5, 2002: Photographers and
cameramen positioned themselves
near the finish line and nearly every-
body in the stands was focused on the
showdown in the 400-meter race be-
tween defending champion, Raider
Ray Williams, and Ron Hillian of
Eastern at the 34th NJSIAA Meet of
Champions at South Brunswick Vi-
kings Field. The result was a meet
record time of 46.55 set by Williams.
Blue Devil senior Sarah Burke fin-
ished sixth in the pole vault with a
height of 10 feet.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

David B. Corbin (June 2006 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING READY FOR THE BREAKOUT…Blue Devil Jeff Perrella, wearing No. 1, sticks close to Chatham’s Ben
Massam at the start of the sixth lap in the 3200-meter race. Craig Forys of Colts Neck, face on right, prepares to pick up his
pace and eventually breaks the meet record (June 8, 2006).

David B. Corbin (June 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PILING IT ON...The Cranford Cougars pile it on after defeating the hosting Chatham Cougars, 5-3, for the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 Championship on June 2, 2017.  It was the fifth title in that span of seven appearances and the 12th sectional
championship since 1997.

David B. Corbin (June 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY 7...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Mike Ionta (Westfield),
Tommy Trotter (Cranford) and Christian Zazzali (SPF); back row, Brad
DeMartino (Westfield), Ryan Jennings (GL), GL Coach Chris Roof, Luis Amaro
(Roselle Park) and Ryan Kahn (Union Catholic) June 12, 2014 Diamond Nation.

David B. Corbin (May 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING BACK IN THE GAME…Raider Joe D’Annunzio, center, gets swarmed
by his teammates after whacking a two-run homer in the fifth inning in the
sectional championship game against the Mustangs, who won 6-3 (May 30, 2009).

David B. Corbin (June 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SECOND IN THE STATE…Blue Devil Mike Woods cleared 15-0 to place second
in the pole vault at the Meet of Champions in South Plainfield (June 8, 2005).

Courtesy of a Fan of Westfield Tennis (June 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FABULOUS FOUR YEARS…Blue Devil team captains, from left to right,
Graeme Stahl, Adam Reich, Justin Snyder and Scott Bernstein display the 2010
Tournament of Champions plaque. In their four-year career, the Westfield High
School tennis team amassed a 121-6 record, including four county titles, four
sectional titles, four state Group 4 titles, four trips to the Tournament of Cham-
pions, and two (nearly four) TOC titles. (June 3, 2010)

David B. Corbin (June 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PICKING UP SOME GROUND…Blue Devil Tyler Cusick, left, begins to pick up
ground in his leg of the 4x800 after there was a mass collision of runners during
the baton exchange at the Meet of Champions. (June 3, 2010)
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 Lisa M. Black, LLC
53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

www.lblacklaw.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,
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Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

We Sell
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TRIBUTE TO AUNT BETTY...The Westfield Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) has an annual tradition of putting flowers on the
grave of “Aunt Betty” Frazee for Memorial Day in the Revolutionary Cemetery.
At the end of the Battle of Short Hills, legend has it that Aunt Betty bravely but
respectfully stood up to General Charles Cornwallis when he demanded her
freshly-baked bread. Impressed by her courage, he is said to have told his troops
that not a single man would touch a single loaf. The DAR is a non-profit, non-
political volunteer women’s service organization dedicated to promoting patrio-
tism, preserving American history and securing America’s future through better
education. Pictured placing flowers at Betty Frazee’s gravesite is Barbara Benko,
Westfield DAR Chapter Regent.

Ten Local Students Among
Newest Scranton Graduates
SCRANTON, Pa. — Ten local resi-

dents were among the more than 875
candidates whose bachelor’s degrees
were conferred at The University of
Scranton’s virtual undergraduate cel-
ebration ceremony on May 31.

Degrees were conferred to gradu-
ates in a group who had completed
their academic degree requirements
in August and December of 2019, as
well as January and May of 2020. A
formal commencement ceremony, at
which graduates will be individually
recognized, will take place on Sun-
day, October 25, at the Mohegan Sun
Arena at Casey Plaza, Wilkes-Barre.

The Reverend Scott R. Pilarz, S.J.,
president of the university, addressed
the graduates at the virtual ceremony,
and conferred degrees on candidates
presented by Brian P. Conniff, Ph.D.,
dean of the College of Arts and Sci-
ences; Sam Beldona, Ph.D., dean of
the Kania School of Management,
and Debra A. Pellegrino, Ed.D., dean
of the Panuska College of Profes-
sional Studies.

Students earning undergraduate
degrees include the following:

Zoe E. Rodriguez of Scotch Plains,
Bachelor of Science degree in Crimi-
nal Justice; Haley B. Monahan of
Fanwood, Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Marketing; Maria C. Vizzuso
of Mountainside, Bachelor of Arts
degree in Strategic Communication;
Lauren M. Byrne of Cranford, Bach-
elor of Science degree in Exercise
Science; Arika Daryani of Cranford,
Bachelor of Science degree in Exer-
cise Science; Anthony M. Maglino of
Cranford, Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Exercise Science; Kelly U.
Travers of Westfield, Bachelor of
Science degree in Liberal Studies;
Anthony C. Alaimo of Westfield,
Bachelor of Science degree in Ac-
counting; Kevin W. Bronander of
Westfield, Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Operations Management, and
Michael J. Healey of Westfield, Bach-
elor of Science degree in Accounting.

An archived recording of the cer-
emony can be viewed at scranton.edu/
commencement.

The University of Scranton is a
Jesuit university located in northeast-
ern Pennsylvania.

CLASSIFIEDS

SALUTING AMERICAN HEROES...Girl Scouts of Cranford pay tribute to
their hometown’s fallen heroes on Memorial Day. The Scouts, pictured from left
to right, are: Olivia Torsone of Cadette Troop 40013, Emilia Valenza of Brownie
Troop 40055, Kylie Gorman of Daisy Troop 45012, Mackenzie Gorman of Daisy
Troop 40826 and Maddie Petino of Junior Troop 40836.

Girl Scouts of Cranford
Honor Fallen Heroes

CRANFORD — More than 325
Girl Scouts of Cranford participated
in a coordinated effort to honor the 86
Cranford residents who made the ul-
timate sacrifice in service to their
country. At 10 a.m. on Memorial Day,
May 25, the uniformed Girl Scouts
appeared on the front steps, porches
and lawns of their homes to recite the
Pledge of Allegiance and hold signs
bearing the names of the veterans.
When small groups gathered, social
distancing was practiced.

At a township residence, Girl
Scouts representing multiple age
groups gathered to recite the Pledge
and sing “God Bless America.” The
scene drew neighbors to their front
steps for a moment of reflection and
appreciation. The Girl Scout effort
was part of the township’s Virtual
Memorial Day Ceremony, which in-
cluded a small private ceremony with
township officials and members of
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 335.
Representatives of the Cranford Po-
lice and Fire Departments laid
wreaths of remembrance at several
Cranford parks. Parts of the morning
activities were live streamed on the
TV35 Facebook page.

“The Girl Scouts of Cranford is
always honored to participate in the
annual township Memorial Day Pa-
rade. When that event needed to be
cancelled due to COVID-19, we de-
veloped this alternative as a way to
ensure our unit still paid tribute to our
hometown heroes,” explained Elayna
Torsone, manager of Girl Scouts of
Cranford Service Unit 48.

“Our troops stepped up with over-
whelming support for the plan and
girls from every age group partici-
pated. In a time when we are required
to be apart for our greater good, it felt
amazing to come together in both
spirit and action,” she added.

The Girl Scouts of Cranford com-
prises more than 1,139 Girl Scout
members in 71 troops and Juliettes,
making it one of the largest non-profit
organizations in the township. The
Cranford Service Unit is a part of the
Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey
(GSHNJ) Council, which is part of
the Girl Scouts of the USA.

Families interested in learning more
about local Girl Scouts or seeking
more information on the Girl Scouts
of Cranford are invited to visit
cranfordgirlscouts.com.

REPORTERS  WANTED
We are seeking detail-oriented,
self-starting, disciplined jour-
nalists and communicators
with integrity; who have a pas-
sion for reporting the facts. An
individual who takes owner-
ship of their news stories/beat
and can work collaboratively
with other reporters and edi-
tors. Report, write, capture vi-
sual content, edit and produce
stories for multiple platforms
on deadline. Experience in
using social media for news
gathering and promotion a
plus. Please email resume and
clips to: press@goleader.com

HELP WANTED

Borough of Mountainside
FT Position Finance Clerk

Assist, support CFO with all
accounts payable functions
including but not limited to purchase
order processing, check generation
and preparation of bill list. Create,
record, and monitor all purchase
orders for certain accounts.
Accounts receivable functions such
as recording revenues and
performing banking tasks. Perform
responsibilities relating to developer
escrow accounts such as payment
of bills and reconciliation of sub
accounts from bank statements.
Assist and support Tax Collector
with recording and processing of
tax payments which involves public
relations skills dealing with
taxpayers. Some knowledge of NJ
municipal finance regulations helpful
or general accounting/bookkeeping
knowledge beneficial with ability to
prepare statistical and financial
reports. Proficiency with Microsoft
Office Word/Excel a plus. Salary
range $40K to $43K depending upon
qualifications and experience.
Submit letter of interest and resume
to Thomas E. Atkins, Interim
Borough Administrator by e-mail
tatkins@mountainside-nj.com
EOE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

UNION COUNTY
CHANCERY DIVISION

DOCKET NO. F-019562-19
FILE NO. 67596-3

CIVIL ACTION
ORDER SETTING TIME, PLACE AND

AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION

GTECH CAPITAL LLC;
PLAINTIFF(S) VS. MERRIE
COE, SINGLE; SOPHIE LIU
COE, HER HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES AND THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; AILEEN C. TSENG;
YALEE KATHY COE; RICH-
MOND COE; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; GENERAL INVEST-
MENT CORP.;
DEFENDANT(S)

THIS MATTER being opened to the court
by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, and it ap-
pearing that default has been entered
against the defendants, MERRIE COE,
Single; SOPHIE LIU COE, her heirs, devi-
sees and personal representatives and
their or any of their successors in right, title
and interest; AILEEN C. TSENG; YALEE
KATHY COE; RICHMOND COE; STATE
OF NEW JERSEY; GENERAL INVEST-
MENT CORP; that plaintiff has produced
before this court tax sale certificate #2018-
0021, certified to be a true copy, which
certificate is erroneously dated April 19,
2018, but acknowledged December 7,
2018, and is of record in the Union County
Clerk’s Office on December 24, 2018, in
book 14518 of mortgages, page 704, as
instrument #667014, which covers Block
272, Lot 21. By assignment dated April 9,
2019, said tax sale certificate was as-
signed to plaintiff, which assignment was
recorded in the Union County Clerk’s Of-
fice on June 27, 2019, in book 1454 of
assignments, page 101, as instrument
#178867. Said certificate and its assign-
ment, have been marked Exhibit P-1 and
P-2 on the part of the plaintiff.  More than
two years have elapsed since the sale of
said lands by the City of Rahway, and the
lands have not been redeemed from the
tax sale; that plaintiff has produced before
this court its Certification showing that there
is due on said tax sale certificate, together
with subsequent taxes and interest, the
sum of $27,035.31 as of April 30, 2020;
and

IT IS on this 29th day of May, 2020,
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the
amount required to redeem the premises
referred to in the aforementioned tax sale
certificate is the sum of $27,035.31, which
includes the amount due on said tax sale
certificate, subsequent taxes and interest
as of April 30, 2020, together with costs

duly taxed in the sum of $1,594.00. An
exact redemption amount must be ob-
tained from the municipal tax collector;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the28th
day of July, 2020, during normal office
hours, at the office of the Tax Collector of
the City of Rahway, One City Hall Plaza,
Rahway, New Jersey, be and the same is
hereby fixed as the time and place for the
redemption of the said lands as described
in the complaint and making up the pre-
mises concerning which the complaint is
filed, and that thereupon the defendant
who redeems shall be entitled to the certifi-
cate of tax sale duly endorsed for cancel-
lation; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in de-
fault of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the City of Rahway, and
the plaintiff, the said sum, interest and
costs aforesaid, the said defendants stand
absolutely debarred and foreclosed of and
from all right and equity of redemption on,
in and to said lands and premises and
every part thereof, and the plaintiff shall
have an absolute and indefeasible interest
of inheritance in fee simple, to said lands
and premises. Anything to the contrary
notwithstanding, redemption shall be per-
mitted up until the entry of final judgment
including the whole of the last date upon
which judgment is entered; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not known,
a copy of this Order or Notice thereof
directed to such defendants shall be pub-
lished in the Westfield Leader, a newspa-
per circulating in Union County, at least
one time, not less than ten (10) days prior
to the date fixed for redemption by this
Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them such
a copy or notice not later than ten days
prior to the date fixed for redemption of the
lands and premises by this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Col-
lector of the City of Rahway, and that said
Tax Collector of the City of Rahway certify
to this Court whether the premises were or
were not redeemed from the plaintiff’s tax
sale certificate in accordance with the terms
of this Order.

KATHERINE DUPUIS, P. J. Ch
Respectfully Recommended

R.1:34-6 Office of Foreclosure
KEITH A. BONCHI, ESQUIRE
KAB032321983
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $114.75

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

COUNTY OF UNION
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that
the Ordinance set forth below was intro-
duced at a meeting of the Borough Council
of the Borough of Fanwood in the County
of Union held on June 4, 2020 and that said
Ordinance will be further considered for
final passage at a meeting of the Borough
Council  at Borough Hall, 75 N. Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 7:00
PM.

ORDINANCE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF FANWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY, ESTAB-
LISHING SIDEWALK CAFÉ
ERMIT

Kathleen M. Holmes
Borough Clerk

1 T - 06/11/20, The Times Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 3rd of June
the Planning Board of the Township of
Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:

1. Application PB-20-003: Granted ap-
proval to Loft Homes, LLC for minor site
plan to convert an existing single family
structure to office space for a primary busi-
ness location on Block 314 Lot 5 as desig-
nated on the Township Tax Map also known
as 194 North Avenue East in the O-2 Zone.

Kathy Lenahan
Board Administrator

1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $15.18

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT

FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: SHI International, 290
Davidson Avenue, Somerset, New Jersey
08873

NATURE OF SERVICES: Website re-
design services including CivicPlus plat-
form under New Jersey State Contract #
M0003-89851

DURATION: Term ending December
31, 2020

AMOUNT: $68,668.36 with $40,000.00
to be charged to Account No. 9-01-100-
256 and remaining $28,668.36 to be
charged to Account No. 0-01-100-256, both
under Purchase Order No. 20-01676.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NOTICE OF HEARING OF AN
APPEAL AND APPLICATION FOR
INTERPRETATION BEFORE THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD LAND

USE BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that SANDRA
LEMA and ABELINO MOROCHO (the “Ap-
plicants”), owners of property located at
313 Myrtle Avenue, Westfield, New Jer-
sey, have submitted an appeal and appli-
cation for interpretation (together, the “Ap-
plication”) to the Land Use Board of the
Borough of Garwood (the “Board”), pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70(a) and (b), re-
garding property located at 680 Myrtle
Avenue, designated as Block 304, Lot 38
(formerly known as Lot 23 in Block 52) on
the Official Tax Maps of the Borough of
Garwood, Union County, New Jersey, and
located in the Borough of Garwood’s R-A
Single Family Residence Zone (the “Prop-
erty”). The Property is owned by 680 Myrtle
Avenue, LLC.  Upon information and be-
lief, SiteScapes Landscape & Design, LLC,
including its affiliated entities (jointly and
severally, “SiteScapes”), conducts its busi-
ness operations at the Property.

The Application includes an appeal con-
cerning an error by the Borough of Garwood
Administrative Officer in his refusal to en-
force the Borough of Garwood Zoning Or-
dinance as to certain commercial and con-
struction business activities and opera-
tions currently taking place at the residen-
tially zoned Property which are not legally
protected nor “grandfathered” as legally
valid, pre-existing, non-conforming uses.
These expanded activities and operations
concern and include the number of em-
ployees, outdoor storage and operations,
deliveries, parking of commercial vehicles,
hours of operation, and removal of land-
scaped buffers at the Property.  The
“grandfathered” conditions are docu-
mented in the Borough’s records inclusive
of owner representations contained in de-
velopment applications concerning the
property and as referenced in a 2004 Reso-
lution of the Garwood Board of Adjust-
ment. The Application contends there has
been a significant change in the nature
and intensity of the use of the Property, as
said use has expanded and changed well
beyond that in effect at the time the Prop-
erty became legally non-conforming.

The Application additionally requests an
interpretation of the Garwood Zoning Ordi-
nance and a decision upon other special
questions upon which the Board is autho-
rized to pass pursuant to the Zoning Ordi-
nance and the Municipal Land Use Law of
the State of New Jersey, N.J.S.A. 40:55D-

1, et seq.  Namely, whether Section 106-
122B and C of the Garwood Zoning Ordi-
nance prohibits the aforementioned non-
conforming commercial use taking place
in a residential zoning district from being
enlarged, extended or substituted.

The Applicants may additionally request
any other appeals, requests for interpreta-
tion, or other related relief pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70(a) or (b) that may arise
during the subject hearing concerning the
Property and any existing activities at the
Property.

PLEASE NOTE THAT for the duration of
the Coronavirus Health Emergency, the
township meeting room at 403 South Av-
enue, Garwood, New Jersey 07027 is
closed to the public and meetings are held
with participants at remote locations, con-
nected by conferencing software provided
by zoom.us in compliance with the guide-
lines issued by the Department of Commu-
nity Affairs, Division of Local Government
Services regarding holding virtual land use
board meetings and hearings.

Due to the State of Emergency resulting
from the COVID-19 pandemic, a VIRTUAL
public hearing before the Borough of
Garwood Land Use Board has been or-
dered for Wednesday, June 24, 2020, at
7:15 at p.m. The VIRTUAL public hear-
ing regarding this application will be
held by online/virtual means and tele-
phonically only. During the virtual public
hearing, any interested party will have an
opportunity to listen to and, if participating
online, view the hearing in its entirety, be
heard, ask questions, or provide comments.

You may participate personally, by agent
or by attorney. Participating via online/
virtual means or telephonically is free of
charge to the public. Please note that the
hearing may be adjourned from time to
time.

Members of the public interested in par-
ticipating in the VIRTUAL public hearing
on the Application can advise the Land
Use Board secretary of their interest in
participating in advance of the virtual pub-
lic hearing by sending an email to the Land
Use Board Secretary, Adele Lewis, at a-
lewis@Garwood.org or by calling, during
regular business hours, the Board Secre-
tary at (908) 789-0710, Extension 3028.

All maps and documents for which ap-
proval is sought will be on file and available
for public inspection on the township
website (www.garwood.org) at least ten
(10) days before the hearing, and, in a
manner consistent with the restrictions
imposed by the current public health emer-
gency, during normal business hours at
403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey
07027 at least ten (10) days before the

hearing. Any member of the public may
contact Adele Lewis, the Secretary to the
Land Use Board by phone, (908) 789-
0710, Extension 3028, or via email, a-
lewis@Garwood.org, during normal busi-
ness hours in advance of the hearing date
should they wish to make other arrange-
ments to review the maps and documents
for which approval is sought, or intend to
participate in the hearing by way of ques-
tions, comments, cross-examination or
presentation of evidence. Any evidence or
exhibits that the Applicant or any member
of the public intends to present or rely on
for any purpose during the public hearing
must be provided by electronic means to
the Board Secretary as set forth above so
that it may then be available for public
inspection on the Borough website
(www.garwood.org) at least two (2) days
before the hearing.

Members of the public are invited to view
meetings live using the Zoom platform,
which also allows them to “raise a hand”
and contribute with voice and video when
they are invited to do so during public
portions of the meeting. To join the meet-
ing using a smartphone or tablet, install the
Zoom app using the App Store and join the
meeting using one of the methods set forth
below:

Web Zoom Meeting
h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / j /

2149781751?pwd=
MlRjZUxIUGQ2Q1gwWEJpeHljdDJTQT09

Meeting ID: 214 978 1751
Password: Garwood

One Tap Mobile
+13017158592,,2149781751#,,1#,414161#

US (Germantown)
+13126266799,,2149781751#,,1#,414161#

US (Chicago)

Dial by your location:
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

Find your local number: https://
us02web.zoom.us/u/kBfjjvuG

Meeting ID: 214 978 1751
Password: 414161

HEROLD LAW, P.A.
25 Independence Boulevard
Warren, New Jersey 07059

(908) 647-1022
Attorneys for the Applicants,

SANDRA LEMA
and ABELINO MOROCHO

1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $157.08

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2174

NOTICE OF PENDING
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

General Ordinance No. 2174, a sum-
mary of which is included herein, was
introduced at a Regular Meeting of the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield
held on June 9, 2020 and was read for the
first time. This ordinance will be further
considered for final passage by said Town
Council at the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, Council Chambers, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 at a
meeting beginning at 8:00 PM on June 30,
2020 or at any time and place to which
such meeting may be adjourned. If the
meeting on June 30, 2020 must be held
virtually due to COVID-19, the public hear-
ing will be held digitally with a link/meeting
ID to be made available on the Town of
Westfield’s website (www.westfieldnj.gov)
in advance of the meeting. Copies of this
ordinance are available in full at the Office
of the Town Clerk, Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.

A summary of General Ordinance No.
2174 is as follows:

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE ES-
TABLISHING THE
WESTFIELD MENTAL
HEALTH COUNCIL FOR THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

SUMMARY:

Amends and restates Article III, “Town
Boards and Commissions” within Chapter
2, “Administration” of the Town Code of the
Town of Westfield by (1) authorizing the
establishment of the “Westfield Mental
Health Council” which shall be comprised
of ten (10) regular members and two (2)
alternate members; (2) establishing the
terms of Westfield Mental Health Council
members; (3) establishing the process for
removal of any Westfield Mental Health
Council member prior to expiration of term;
(4) establishing the powers and duties of
the Westfield Mental Health Council; (5)
authorizing the expenditure of funds for
the use of the Westfield Mental Health
Council; and (6) establishing the process
in which Westfield Mental Health Council
meetings are held.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $50.49

Rebecca Lewis Achieves
Dean’s List at Belmont

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Rebecca
Lewis of Fanwood qualified for the
Spring 2020 Dean’s List at Belmont
University. Eligibility is based on a
minimum course load of 12 hours and
a quality grade point average of 3.5
with no grade below a C.

Approximately 53 percent of
Belmont’s 6,313 undergraduate stu-
dents qualified for the Spring 2020
Dean’s List.

“This achievement for the spring
semester indicates that these stu-
dents have placed a high priority on
their work at Belmont and have in-
vested time and energy in their stud-
ies,” Belmont Provost Dr. Thomas
Burns said. “It is our strong belief

that consistent application in this
manner will reap great benefits,
which will equip them for a lifetime
of learning and growing.”

Belmont University is made up
of nearly 8,500 students who come
from every state and more than 36
countries. Nationally ranked and
consistently recognized by U.S.
News & World Report for its inno-
vation and commitment to teach-
ing, Belmont brings together lib-
eral arts and professional educa-
tion in a Christian community of
learning and service. It features
more than 95 areas of undergradu-
ate study, more than 25 master’s
programs and five doctoral degrees.
For more information,  visi t
belmont.edu.

Tressa Novack Named To
Assumption Dean’s List

WORCESTER, Mass. — As-
sumption College has announced
that Tressa Novack of Scotch
Plains, Class of 2021, has been
named to the college’s Dean’s List
for the Spring 2020 semester. Stu-
dents must achieve a grade point
average of 3.5 for a five-class, 15-
credit semester to be included on
the prestigious list, which is an-
nounced at the completion of the
Fall and Spring semesters.

“This semester, our students
faced unprecedented challenges
due to the global pandemic,” said
Francesco C. Cesareo, Ph.D., presi-
dent of Assumption College.

“Following a rapid transition to
remote learning, students adapted to
the new form of education delivery
amid difficult circumstances. The As-
sumption community is proud of
these students who, despite the dis-
tractions of the COVID-19 situation,
were able to remain focused and

maintain a commitment to their aca-
demic programs,” he added.

Founded in 1904 by the
Augustinians of the Assumption in
Worcester, Mass., Assumption Col-
lege is a Catholic liberal arts institu-
tion that offers undergraduate stu-
dents 33 majors and 49 minors in the
liberal arts, sciences, business and
professional studies, as well as
master’s and continuing education
degrees and professional certificate
programs, each through an educa-
tional experience that is grounded in
the Catholic intellectual tradition.

Students — whether on the
Worcester campus or at the college’s
Rome, Italy, campus — have an op-
portunity to become engaged par-
ticipants in Assumption’s classic lib-
eral arts education, exploring new
ideas and making connections across
disciplines. For more information
about Assumption College, visit
assumption.edu.

Place a Classified Ad Online at www.goleader.com/form/classified



A GALE FORCE MEDIA, L.L.C. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, June 11, 2020 Page 11

Goods & Services Directory

Single Size: $25 per week • Double Size: $40 per week

Call Jeff Gruman at 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Houses • Decks
Patios

Call Joe

908-472-6894

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

10% discount with ad

NJ License Number 13VH87664488

POWERWASHING

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 70 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Congratulations

on your

joyous occasion!

To reserve your space
Contact Suzette Stalker,

Community Editor
908-232-4407

community@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/wedding

Weddings
Births

Engagements
Anniversarys

Jack Difilippo Makes
TCC Dean’s List

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Jack
Difilippo, of Westfield, was among
the 1,300 students named to the Spring
2020 Dean’s List at Tallahassee Com-
munity College.

Tallahassee Community College
offers an Associate in Arts degree
for transfer to a state university in
multiple tracks, as well as more than
70 different degree and certificate
programs that encompass a variety
of fields.

Shannon Costello Lauded
For Academic Achievement
KINGSTON, R.I. — Each year,

the University of Rhode Island hon-
ors graduating seniors for their supe-
rior academic achievement. Their se-
lection is based on grade point aver-
age, as well as other criteria deter-
mined by their individual academic
departments. Criteria might include
an honors project, a research presen-
tation, or a student’s professional
promise.

Among the honorees this year is
Shannon Costello, a General Busi-
ness Administration major in the Col-
lege of Business.

Each recipient of a University Aca-
demic Excellence Award is given a
certificate of academic excellence suit-
able for framing and a URI lapel pin.
Awards are usually conveyed in a spe-
cial ceremony held in Edwards Hall.

“While we are unable to celebrate

together in person this year, this should
by no means compromise or under-
mine the extraordinary achievements
of our honorees,” said URI Provost
and Vice President of Academic Af-
fairs Donald H. DeHayes.

“These graduates have set a high
bar for themselves and are an inspira-
tion to our faculty and staff as well as
to our future students. It has been an
honor to have them as part of our
community,” added Provost DeHayes.

For more information on each of
the honorees and an introduction
from Provost DeHayes, visit the
University of Rhode Island’s Aca-
demic Excellence Awards page at
uri.edu/commencement/y2020.

– Obituaries –

Mary Ann O’Sullivan

Mary Ann O’Sullivan, 97, of Garwood;
Beloved Mother and Grandmother

Mary Ann (Ragonese) O’Sullivan,
97, passed away on Wednesday, June
3, 2020. She was a lifelong resident
of Garwood.

A Memorial Mass
will be held at a later
time. Private interment
was at Saint Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.

She was a graduate
of Garwood Public
Schools, Jonathan Day-
ton Regional High
School and the Newark
College of Business.
She worked for Dia-
mond Expansion Bolt,
Inc., and the Rahway
Valley Railroad, and
was part-owner of the
Ragonese Luncheon-
ette in Garwood before retiring in
1988. Mrs. O’Sullivan was a mem-
ber of the Rosary Society at the
Church of Saint Anne. She loved to
travel, enjoyed the casino, and loved
her Summer family at Manor Park

in Westfield.
She was predeceased by her be-

loved husband, Reynolds; her par-
ents, Guiseppe and Angela

Ragonese; four broth-
ers, Ben, Leo, Phil and
Frank; four sisters,
Josephine Falzone,
Angie Cembrola, Jean
Spirt and Helen Dar-
ling, and by her daugh-
ter-in-law, Jeanine.

Surviving are her de-
voted son, Dennis Joseph
O’Sullivan; her loving
grandson, Michael
Parpis, and his wife, Jen-
nifer Parpis; two beloved
great-grandchildren,
Daniella and John, and
many nieces and neph-

ews and grandnieces and nephews.
In lieu of flowers, donations to

the Church of Saint Anne, 325 Sec-
ond Avenue, Garwood, N.J. 07027,
would be appreciated.

June 11, 2020

Florence C. O’Neil, 93, Beloved Wife,
Mother, Grandmother, Aunt and Friend
Florence Cecilia O’Neil, age 93, of

Westfield, N.J., passed away peace-
fully on Wednesday, May 27, 2020, at
her son’s home in Bradenton, Fla.
She was born in Kaska,
Pa., on September 8,
1926 to Joseph Veracco
and Honora Royack
Veracco. Florence is
survived by her son, Ed-
ward, of Bradenton,
Fla. She is also survived
by two granddaughters,
Katherine Lindsay
O’Neil Vadakin and her
husband, Rob, and Sa-
rah Elizabeth O’Neil;
four great-grandchil-
dren; numerous cous-
ins, nieces, nephews,
and close friends. She
is preceded in death by her parents,
her husband, James, and son, James,
and her eleven siblings.

Florence spent most of her life in
Westfield, N.J., before moving to

Florida to live with her son in 2017.
She worked for the Board of Edu-
cation at Roosevelt Junior High
School for 30 years and was an

active member of the
Holy Trinity Senior So-
cial Club, Rosary So-
ciety, Catholic Daugh-
ters, and the Westfield
Community Center.
She loved to garden
and bake brownies for
special occasions. She
will be missed by all.

Florence will be cre-
mated, and her inter-
ment wil l  be at
Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield, N.J., with
her husband and along-
side her son. The date

is to be determined. A special heart-
felt thanks to Tidewell Hospice of
Manatee County, Fla., for their lov-
ing care of Florence.

June 11, 2020

Florence C. O’Neil

Nicholas Gold — Proud Westfielder
Nicholas Gold, 57, passed away

on Monday, May 25,  in
Wilmington, N.C. He grew up in
Westfield, N.J., and had lived in
Millstone Township, N.J., for many
years.

Nick was a proud graduate of
Westfield High School, where he
excelled in many sports.

He was a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Hartford in Connecticut and
worked as a business analyst with
Accenture.

His many activities include a

William J. Hockenjos, Family Man;
Navy Vet, Enjoyed Sports, Garden

William J. Hockenjos of Pine Run
Community, Doylestown, Pa., died
at Abington Hospital on Wednes-
day, June 3, 2020. Bill will be re-
membered first and foremost for his
love of family and friends. He was
friendly, kind and warm, and never
met a stranger.

Born in Milltown, New Jersey, he
was the son of the late Helen Powell
and William G. Hockenjos. He grew
up in Parlin and graduated from
Sayreville High School, where he
was captain of the baseball team
and class president. He served in
the United States Navy and was
deployed to the Philippines. He
graduated from Rutgers University
College, and was employed by Na-
tional Lead for over 25 years, serv-
ing in a variety of positions in the
accounting and  human relations
departments.

He married Norma A. Marston in
1954. They resided in Westfield for
over 57 years, where they raised
their family, and were active in the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield.

Bill was an avid fisherman and
sportsman, who was friendly but
intensely competitive in softball,
tennis, badminton, wiffle ball, soc-
cer and king of the raft. He loved
Westfield High and Rutgers sports,
and for years was a season ticket
holder for the Rutgers women’s bas-
ketball games. He loved to garden

and invited everyone over for tours.
He enjoyed traveling with Norma,
and spent many wonderful summers
at Bow Lake, New Hampshire, with
extended family.

But it was the love of family and
friends that centered his life jour-
ney. He was devoted to his wife,
Norma, was the most loving and
kind father, and he spent hours play-
ing and chatting with his beloved
grandchildren. In his later years, he
would take to the telephone each
day to catch up with family and
friends from every phase of his life.
For many years he organized the
yearly reunions of the Sayreville
High School Class of 1945.

Bill is survived by his wife; daugh-
ters, Katie Hockenjos (Kevin
Michels) and Dr. Janet Roberto;
grandchildren, Amberly Roberto
and Matthew Roberto (Steffi) and
Victoria Michels; sister and nephew,
Laverne and William Stasse; and
his brother, Robert Hockenjos.

Gifts in his memory may be sent
to: First United Methodist Church,
Memorial Fund, 1 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090. A cel-
ebration of his life will take place at
FUMC, Westfield, New Jersey, in
August, circumstances permitting.

Arrangements are by Reed and
Steinbach Funeral Home of
Doylestown, Pa.;
www.reedandsteinbach.com.

June 11, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, and in order to
comply with the Executive Orders signed
by Governor Murphy and in an effort to
follow best practices recommended by the
United States Center for Disease Control
(CDC). PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an
application for development, Application
No. ZBA-19-019 to be located in Zone R-
4, on the premises known as the Address:
25 Sutton Place, Cranford, New Jersey,
Block No. 251, Lot No. 6.01, has been
submitted by Applicant:  Ryan and Noreen
Matlosz of 25 Sutton Place, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016.

The development involves and requires
the granting of relief from zoning require-
ments and any such other variances/waiv-
ers as may be required in order to allow:

Applicant proposes to add a deck to their
home. The Ordinance (Section 255-38F)
requires that decks be setback from the
rear lot line a minimum of 20 feet. Addition-
ally, decks may only encroach up to 25%
into the minimum rear yard setback which
in this case is 20.5 feet. The proposed
setback of 18 feet is 2.5 feet less than
required.

In addition, applicant requests any
other variances, waivers or relief that
the Board may require.

The Zoning Board of Adjustment will
conduct a VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING
on the application of the undersigned, at
which time all interested persons will be
given an opportunity to he heard. This
hearing will be electronically presented as
described below on June 22nd 2020, at
7:45 p.m. Residents who wish to attend
and participate in the virtual meeting for
purposes of participating or making a pub-
lic comment at the hearing on the Applica-
tion should follow the instructions and com-
plete the registration form available by
activating the link to the VIRTUAL PUBLIC
HEARING that will be included on the
meeting agenda for the Zoning Board of
Adjustment, which will be posted on the

Township of Cranford’s website at least 48
hours prior to the date of the scheduled
hearing.

A copy of the Application, plans and
related documents are on file in the Plan-
ning/Zoning Office of the Cranford Town-
ship Municipal Building, located at 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016,
but are not available for public inspection
at the building due to the CO VID-19 public
health emergency. Anyone interested in
reviewing the Application, plans and re-
lated documents may inform counsel for
the Applicant identified below or the Board’s
administrator, Ms. Kathy Lenahan; office
telephone (908) 709-7211; or, email: K-
Lenahan@cranfordnj.org, that they wish
to receive copies of same and the
Applicant’s counsel shall then be required
to deliver to the member(s) of the public
the Application, plans and documents ei-
ther electronically or by delivery of hard
copies to the person requesting the mate-
rials.

THIS HEARING WILL BE A VIRTUAL
HEARING. THE LINK TO PARTICIPATE
IN THE VIRTUAL HEARING WILL BE
AVAILABLE ON THE MEETING AGENDA
FOR THE ZONING BOARD OF ADJUST-
MENT, WHICH WILL BE POSTED ON
THE TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD’S
WEBSITE AT LEAST 48 HOURS PRIOR
TO THE HEARING.

The Applicant reserves the right to
supplement this application and/or seek at
the time of hearing such other approvals,
interpretations, variances and/or waivers
as may be requested or required by the
applicant or the Township of Cranford Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment and such other
variances, relief, exemptions, deviations
and/or waivers that may be required upon
an analysis of the plans and testimony at
the VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING on the
application.

Gary S. Goodman, Esq.
23 North Avenue East

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Telephone: 908.272.6900

Email: goodmanlaw23@outlook.com
Attorney for:

Ryan and Noreen Matlosz
1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $88.23

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-028707-15
FILE NO. 20576-15

NOTICE TO REDEEM

FWDSL; PLAINTIFF VS.
NELLO PATTI, ET ALS.
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: NELLO PATTI; MRS. NELLO
PATTI, WIFE OF NELLO PATTI; LOUIS
POSADAS A/K/A LUIS POSADAS; MRS.
LOUIS POSADAS A/K/A LUIS
POSADAS, WIFE OF LOUIS POSADAS
A/K/A LUIS POSADAS;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on June 5, 2020, the Superior Court
Fixed  August 4, 2020, or the next business
day, between regular business hours, at
the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07060 as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 3 BLOCK 606 on the tax duplicate
of PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 101073 is
$19,481.92, together with interest from
March 13, 2020 and costs of $1,360.00.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $47.94

Nicholas Gold

black belt in judo, marathon runs,
golf, bicycling, wrestling and
kayaking.

He especially enjoyed serving as
a USA and YMCA swimming offi-
cial for his son Matt’s team.

Nick is survived by his wife,
Marcy (Mestel); parents, Fran and
Dan Gold of Westfield; son Mat-
thew, now attending the University
of Florida, Gainesville, Fla.; son
Jordan of Atlanta, Ga., and sister,
Suzanne Gold of Fort Lee.

June 11, 2020

Lapidus, Serafin Receive
Student-Athlete Awards

READING, Pa. — Two local resi-
dents attending Albright College re-
cently were recognized with stu-
dent-athlete awards. Both awards
were announced during a live broad-
cast on May 26.

Jillian Lapidus of Scotch Plains
earned the SAAC Sportsmanship
Award as a member of the Women’s
Soccer team, while studying digital
communications at Albright College.
Ms. Lapidus also was a team captain
in 2019. She is a graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

The Student Athlete Advisory
Council presents this award to one
senior male and one senior female
student-athlete who during his or
her athletic career at Albright has
exemplified the qualities of out-
standing sportsmanship both on and
off the field. Winners demonstrate
the qualities of civility, concern for

others and a sense of fair play.
Grace Serafin of Westfield earned

the Team MVP Award as a member
of the Women’s Volleyball team,
while studying the Alpha program
at Albright College. She is a gradu-
ate of Westfield High School.

Ms. Serafin registered 66 kills
and notched 127 digs for 2.05 digs
per set, while posting 22 aces and
16 assists for the season.

Located in Reading, Pa., Albright
enrolls more than 1,800 full-time
undergraduates and 700 adult learn-
ers and graduate students.

goleader.com/form/subscribe

Thank You for Your

Continued Support

of Local Journalism

Stephen Savino Earns
Bachelor’s at USD

SAN DIEGO, Calif. — Stephen
Savino of Cranford has graduated
from the University of San Diego.
Mr. Savino earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in real estate and business ad-
ministration.

With more than 9,000 students from
75 countries and 44 states, the Uni-
versity of San Diego is the youngest
independent institution on the U.S.
News & World Report list of top 100
universities in the United States.

Westfield Students Among
Merit Scholarship Winners

AREA — The National Merit
Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) has
announced more than 3,300 winners
of National Merit Scholarships fi-
nanced by United States colleges and
universities. Officials of each spon-
sor college selected their scholarship
winners from among the Finalists in
the 2020 National Merit Scholarship
Program who plan to attend their in-
stitution. These awards provide be-
tween $500 and $2,000 annually for
up to four years of undergraduate
study at the institution financing the
scholarship.

Two Westfield residents were
among the honorees. One is Omay T.
Edekar, a student at the Union County
Magnet High School in Scotch Plains,
whose probable career field is medi-
cine. Omay is the recipient of a Na-
tional Merit Rutgers, The State Uni-
versity of New Jersey Scholarship.

The second scholarship recipient
from Westfield is Connie T. Liu, a
student at Westfield High School,
whose probable career field is com-
puter science. Connie was awarded a
National Merit Northeastern Univer-
sity Scholarship.

An additional group of Scholars
will be announced in July, bringing
the total number of college-sponsored
Merit Scholarship recipients in the
2020 competition to about 4,100.

This year, 167 higher-education

institutions are underwriting Merit
Scholarship awards through the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program.
Sponsor colleges and universities in-
clude 92 private and 75 public insti-
tutions located in 43 states and the
District of Columbia.

The latest announcement is the third
National Merit Scholar release in 2020
by the NMSC, which named recipi-
ents of corporate-sponsored awards
on April 22 and winners of National
Merit® $2,500 Scholarships on May
13. Additional recipients of college-
sponsored awards will be announced
on Monday, July 13. By the conclu-
sion of this year’s competition, about
7,600 academic champions will have
won National Merit Scholarships worth
more than $30 million.

More than 1.5 million juniors in
approximately 21,000 high schools
entered the 2020 National Merit
Scholarship Program when they took
the 2018 Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test
(PSAT/NMSQT®), which served as
an initial screen of program entrants.
Last fall, approximately 16,000 Semi-
finalists were named on a state-repre-
sentational basis in numbers propor-
tional to each state’s percentage of
the national total of graduating high-
school seniors. Semifinalists were the
highest-scoring program entrants in
each state and represented less than 1
percent of the nation’s seniors.

To compete for Merit Scholarship
awards, Semifinalists first had to ad-
vance to the Finalist level of the com-
petition by fulfilling additional require-
ments. Each Semifinalist was asked to
submit a detailed scholarship applica-
tion, which included writing an essay
and providing information about ex-
tracurricular activities, awards and
leadership positions. Semifinalists also
had to have an outstanding academic
record, be endorsed and recommended
by a high-school official, and earn
SAT® or ACT® scores that confirmed
the qualifying test performance. From
the Semifinalist group, some 15,000
met requirements for Finalist stand-
ing, and about half of the Finalists will
be Merit Scholarship winners in 2020.

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2172

NOTICE OF PENDING
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

General Ordinance No. 2172, a sum-
mary of which is included herein, was
introduced at a Regular Meeting of the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield
held on June 9, 2020 and was read for the
first time. This ordinance will be further
considered for final passage by said Town
Council at the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, Council Chambers, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 at a
meeting beginning at 8:00 PM on June 30,
2020 or at any time and place to which
such meeting may be adjourned. If the
meeting on June 30, 2020 must be held
virtually due to COVID-19, the public hear-
ing will be held digitally with a link/meeting
ID to be made available on the Town of
Westfield’s website (www.westfieldnj.gov)
in advance of the meeting. Copies of this
ordinance are available in full at the Office
of the Town Clerk, Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090

A summary of General Ordinance No.
2172 is as follows:

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING CHAPTER
TWELVE OF THE TOWN
CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
IN ORDER TO REGULATE
THE HOURS DURING WHICH
LOUD MECHANICAL EQUIP-
MENT MAY BE USED

SUMMARY:

Amends and restates Section 14-12A of
Chapter XIV, “Offenses – Miscellaneous”
of the Town Code of the Town of Westfield
by amending the hours during which me-
chanical equipment that makes loud and
disturbing noises may be used from 9:00
AM to 8:00 PM on Sundays to 9:00 AM to
5:00 PM on Sundays.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $44.88

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF
SPECIAL PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 at 7:30 PM,
and at such other dates and times as such
hearing may be continued, the Planning
Board of the Borough of Fanwood will
conduct a virtual public hearing to con-
sider a request for Preliminary and Final
Site Plan and Variance approvals (Section
184-119c(2)(b): front yard setback – 10
feet minimum, 6.33 feet proposed; Section
184-119c(2)(b): front yard setback – 20
feet maximum, 29 feet, nine inches pro-
posed upper floors; Section 184-119:
height of upper stories – 10 fee minimum,
9 feet proposed for third floor only; Section
184-119c(2): lot coverage – 80% maxi-
mum, 80.7% proposed; Section 184-
119F(9)(a): off-street parking – 40 spaces
required, 30 spaces provided; Section 184-
119C(1)(b)[1]: parking prohibited in front
yard, 1 proposed parking space partially
located within front yard) and such other
variances, relief and/or waivers that may
be required upon an analysis of the plans
and testimony at the virtual public hearing
on the Application submitted by the Appli-
cant, Empire Builders & Developers Corp.,
for the property located at 1 South Avenue,
Block 55, Lot 1 on the Tax Map of the
Borough of Fanwood. The Applicant is
proposing to demolish the existing build-
ing and construct a three story mixed-use
building consisting of approximately 1,241
square feet of commercial space and 24
dwelling units on the property along with
lighting, landscaping and associated site
improvements. The property is owned by 1
South Avenue, LLC, and is located within
the CC-W (Commercial Corridor Western)
District.

At this time, in light of the Executive
Orders signed by Governor Murphy re-
lated to the current COVID-19 pandemic,
and in an effort to follow best practices
recommended by the United States Cen-
ter for Disease Control, Fanwood Borough
Hall is closed to general members of the
public and the Borough of Fanwood Plan-
ning Board public meeting on June 24,
2020 will not be “in-person” but rather will
be conducted by way of and through com-
munications equipment, electronically via
ZOOM, a web-based video conference
application, and telephonically, in compli-
ance with the New Jersey Open Public
Meetings Act. To present any objections
which you may have to the granting of this
Application and to participate in the virtual
public hearing of the Fanwood Planning
Board on Wednesday, June 24, 2020 at
7:30 PM, please visit https://zoom.us/j/
93611736040?pwd=QWMxcDg4Yk5yS2la
Zk9OOHZ0WnBDZz09 and use Meeting
ID 936 1173 6040 and password 035362,
or to participate by phone, please call +1
929 436 2866 and use Meeting ID 936
1173 6040 and password 035362.

All documents related to this Application
will be available for review on the Borough’s
website at https://www.fanwoodnj.org/
departments/planning-board/ at least 10
days prior to the hearing date. For more
information and any questions on how to
access virtual meetings, participate, pro-
vide public comment, review agendas and
digital plans and application materials,
please contact the Planning Board Secre-
tary, Pat Hoynes, by email at
phoynes@fanwoodnj.org or by phone
at (908) 322-8236 extension 121.

Joseph A. Paparo, Esq.
Porzio Bromberg & Newman, P.C.

Attorneys for the Applicant
1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $73.44

POLICE BLOTTER
Your business can sponsor the Police Blotter

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

WESTFIELD
Monday, June 1, a resident of

Ardsleigh Drive reported the theft of
a motor vehicle. The vehicle was
parked in the driveway, unlocked and
with a key inside of it. The vehicle is
a 2019 Jeep Grand Cherokee. There
were various items inside the vehicle
at the time of the theft.

Monday, June 1, a resident of Mas-
sachusetts Street reported being the
victim of a motor vehicle burglary.
The victim stated that an unknown
suspect entered the vehicle. The ve-
hicle was unlocked at the time of the
incident. The victim stated that no
items were taken from the vehicle.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, June 2, a resident of

Rivervale Court reported unauthorized
transactions on a credit card account.
The matter is under investigation.

Tuesday, June 2, a resident of
Chapel Road reported the theft of
construction equipment. The matter
is under investigation.

Wednesday, June 3, Christopher H.
DeProspero, 35, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on charges of driving under

the influence, possession of prescrip-
tion drugs and possession of marijuana
during a motor vehicle accident inves-
tigation. DeProspero was transported
to police headquarters and processed.

Saturday, June 6, a resident of
Hamlette Place reported that a fraudu-
lent unemployment claim was made
in their name. The matter is under
investigation.

Saturday, June 6, the management
of a gas station located on Front
Street reported damage to the front
windows of the building. The matter
is under investigation.

Sunday, June 7, the manager of a
Roosevelt Avenue recreation facility
reported a burglary. The matter is
under investigation.

Monday, June 8, a resident of the
2300 block of Morse Avenue reported
their motor vehicles had been bur-
glarized during the overnight hours.
The matter is under investigation.

Monday, June 8, a resident of
Whittier Avenue reported that their
motor vehicles had been burglarized
during the overnight hours. The mat-
ter is under investigation.

Westfield Board of Health President
Offers Meeting Recap

The Westfield Board of Health met
on June 1. The board discussed the
progress and accomplishments of the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment in responding to the pandemic
of COVID-19 in Westfield and our
seven contract neighboring munici-
palities and in planning for the con-
tinued presence of disease. Although
the incidence is currently decreasing,
the health department will prepare
for increases in the future and take
the lead in the local response, health
education and contact tracing.

Contact tracing is a tool used by
the health department which works
with patients to help protect their
family members, friends, coworkers
and others who may have had close
contact with the virus that causes
COVID-19. If you test positive for
COVID-19 or may have had close
contact to a confirmed patient, you
should expect a call from the health
department. You will be provided
education, information and support
to understand your risks and what
you can do to help protect yourself
and your loved ones.

If you are contacted by phone or text
by the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment, please cooperate with them.
The health department is only trying to
help you, your family and our commu-
nity. In doing so, the health department
adheres to all privacy and confidential-
ity requirements and will never ask for
any financial information. Please be
aware that there are scammers out there,
so never give any personal financial
information to anyone over the phone
who calls you.

The most current information about
COVID-19 is available in the mayor’s
COVID-19 Updates at https://
w w w . w e s t f i e l d n j . g o v /
coronavirusupdates and the town’s
Coronavirus Information Center at
h t t p s : / / w w w. w e s t f i e l d n j g o v /
coronavirus. You will find useful in-
formation there about protecting your-
self, such as the need to correctly wash
your hands for at least 20 seconds, use
social distancing, properly wear a face
mask over your nose and mouth, and
clean and disinfect frequently touched
surfaces.

In response to a request from the

town’s Green Team, the board reviewed
its regulation concerning the use of rain
barrels, which can help promote conser-
vation. Rain barrels that are properly
maintained and functioning as per manu-
facturers’ specifications can be used in
town. However, rain barrels that are not
properly maintained, just like any other
body of water in which mosquitoes can
breed, are not permitted. The issue is
important because mosquito-transmit-
ted diseases are increasing in the state
and standing water can be a prime breed-
ing ground for mosquitoes.

Seven immunization audits were con-
ducted in three schools, three religious-
affiliated preschools and one other pre-
school. All schools and preschools had
100 percent compliance with the state
immunization requirements. Of the 641
children’s records reviewed, 634 or 99
percent were up-to-date for vaccina-
tions. Seven children had religious ex-
emptions, of whom only one was in a
religious-affiliated program. The de-
partment will vigorously monitor im-
munizations when schools reopen, be-
cause some children are currently be-
hind on their vaccinations due to the
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The health department will restart its
child health clinic with new infection-
control measures in place.

Information about the health
department’s activities, free education
programs and helpful health-related ad-
vice and recommendations, such as con-
cerning e-cigarettes and immunizations,
is available at https://
www.westfieldnj.gov/health. The
department’s monthly newsletter, Your
Health Matters, recently highlighted
summer health tips concerning swim-
ming, sun exposures and preventing dis-
eases from insects, including mosqui-
toes and ticks. It is available on the
department’s website in the June News-
letter tab. You can sign up to receive
health department information through
h t tps : / /www.wes t f i e ldn j .gov /
townupdates.

The complete minutes of the June 1
meeting will be posted after review and
approval at our Monday, August 3 meet-
ing to which the public is invited to
attend.

Lawrence D. Budnick, MD, MPH
President, Westfield Board of Health

We Are Killing the Bees;
 Stop Using Roundup

Did anyone else notice the exten-
sive swaths of clover in our grass
fields and lawns this year?  For some
reason, whether people are cutting their
lawn less regularly, or some perfect
combination of rain and growth spurts,
I really took notice this year.  I particu-
larly noticed the Unami Park rugby
field. Clover filled the entire land-
scape. And I don’t know if clover has
a scent, but I swear I could smell it in
the air. It looked and smelled beauti-
fully sweet.

Except for one thing. There were no
bees. Not a single one. Fields of sweet
clover with nectar waiting, and not a
single bee flitting from clover to clo-
ver. I remembered when I was a kid
watching the bees flying over the clo-
ver in our lawn, and having to watch
that we didn’t step on one… or more.
If there was nectar, there were bees.

But not today. Because we are kill-
ing the bees. Every time we use a
pesticide containing glyphosate to kill
weeds on our lawns, we are killing
pollinators like bees and butterflies.
The problem is that glyphosate targets
enzymes found in the intestines of
bees. It reduces these bacteria, leaving
bees vulnerable to pathogens and pre-
mature death. The most commonly
used weed killer with glyphosate as its
active ingredient is Roundup, made
by Monsanto (now Bayer). A 2016
study found that 3.5 billion pounds
have been used in the United States,

with two-thirds of that volume being
sprayed in the last decade.  So, every
time we use Roundup to kill weeds,
we are killing bees and butterflies.
Bees pollinate over 100 important
crops.  Wondering why your vegetable
plants aren’t producing as many flow-
ers and therefore fruit each year?  It
could be that you or your neighbor are
spraying Roundup.

And it doesn’t end there.  In August
2018, a California court ordered Bayer
to pay $289 million in damages after
jurors ruled that Roundup caused a
terminally ill man’s cancer. The World
Health Organization has labeled
glyphosate as a carcinogenic. So now,
Roundup is killing people too. Over
8,000 people have sued Bayer for not
disclosing its cancer risks.

I urge everyone to stop buying
Roundup. Bring any containers that
you have to the next Union County
Hazardous Waste collection day. I urge
local stores – especially the Garwood
Home Depot – to stop selling Roundup.
I urge our elected officials to prohibit
our local stores from selling Roundup
if they do not act responsibly them-
selves. Bees and butterflies have
enough trouble surviving parasitic
mites, and Colony Collapse Disorder;
they don’t need to have Roundup on
their nectar too. And we don’t need it
on our lawns. Please stop selling, buy-
ing and using it!

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Mayor Smith
Statement on
George Floyd

The brutal, reprehensible murder
of George Floyd reminds us yet again
that racism still is a factor in Ameri-
can life.  Although I support those
peacefully protesting what happened
in Minneapolis, my responsibility is
to the people of Scotch Plains. I am
confident that racism is not tolerated
in the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment, and I believe the joint letter of
Chiefs Conley and Trigo makes that
clear. If I or any council member felt
or ever feels otherwise, it is our re-
sponsibility to act to correct the situ-
ation. The safety of our citizens is the
council’s number one job.

So where do we go from here?  Last
year I joined with Mayor Mahr of
Fanwood, Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Mast, and local activist group So-
cial Justice Matters to form the Joint
Truth Racial Healing Transformation
(TRHT) group to address racism in
our community through a common
dialogue between blacks and whites in
the context of Healing Circles. We
were just about to go public with our
efforts when the pandemic struck.

Given the current situation, THRT
has decided to engage the public in our
effort to reduce and eliminate racism in
our community, by starting with listen-
ing sessions. Let’s first find the truth.
Watch for information on how you can
participate in these virtual meetings to
express your concerns, opinions, and
suggestions. Councilman White, Rev.
Cates of the All Saints Episcopal
Church, and I are ready to represent
Scotch Plains in the THRT’s efforts,
and we are ready to listen.

We are all in this together.  Let us
figure it out together.

Al Smith
Mayor of Scotch Plains

UNICO Chapter Announces
Food Drive For June 20

WESTFIELD — The Greater
Westfield Chapter of UNICO Na-
tional will sponsor a day to replenish
the Westfield Food Pantry at the Holy
Trinity School for residents in need
during this time of COVID-19, among
them those who are experiencing fi-
nancial stress due to work loss and
those who cannot leave their homes.

UNICO members of the Greater
Westfield chapter invite others to bring
non-perishable food items such as ce-
real, pancake mix, canned goods, soups,
canned milk, macaroni and cheese,
pasta, rice, tomato sauce and peanut
butter and jelly to the school on Satur-
day, June 20, between 8 a.m. and noon.

Other items needed include tooth-
paste and brushes, shampoo, lotions
and items for babies such as diapers
and wipes. Donations to purchase other
items also would be appreciated.

The drop-off point for the items will
be the Holy Trinity School parking area,
located at 336 First Street, Westfield.
This event will be held rain or shine.

The chapter is part of UNICO Na-
tional, the largest Italian-American
service organization in the United
States. For additional information,
contact any of the following commit-
tee members: Anthony Bengivenga,
District X governor, (732) 310-6031;
Myriam Restrepo, (732) 602-0247;
Dr. Ann Walko, (908) 889-4487, or
Robert Tarte, (908) 337-0141.

MVC Announces Plans to
Reopen Facilities Monday

TRENTON — Chief Administra-
tor Sue Fulton of the New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC)
has announced that NJMVC will be-
gin offering drop-off services only on
Monday, June 15, with regular walk-
in customer service and road tests to
resume Monday, June 29, as part of a
phased-in reopening of MVC facili-
ties to the public following closures
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“The old MVC crowded a lot of
people into a lot of small spaces. We
can’t operate like that in a COVID-19
world,” Chief Administrator Sue
Fulton said. “Our reopening plan re-
imagines MVC workflows, with
streamlined processes to clear the
backlog and ensure that you spend as
little time as possible at MVC.”

“Our first priority is to ensure the
health and safety of our employees
and customers,” continued Ms. Fulton.

MVC workspaces have been ex-
tensively overhauled during the
COVID-19 closure to add Plexiglas
barriers and other social-distancing
measures. MVC employees returned
to the agencies this week for health
and safety briefings, hardware and
software reboots and training on new
protocols. Everyone who enters the
MVC agency will be required to wear
a face covering. That includes cus-
tomers as well as employees. If a
customer cannot wear a face cover-
ing, MVC will make other arrange-
ments for their transaction. In order
to limit crowds and speed services
during the phased reopening, some
agencies have been designated as li-
censing centers and some as vehicle
centers. Lists of these centers as well
as information on transactions will be
posted soon at NJMVC.gov.

At designated licensing centers,
MVC will be processing and validat-
ing permits from driving schools and
high schools on a drop-off basis. At
designated vehicle centers, MVC will
be processing registration and title
work from dealers. License plates
can also be surrendered by drop-off
at these agencies in a designated area.
MVC will also be processing regis-
tration/title transfers for private sales
by a new combination online and
mail-in procedure.

Customers will be able to sign up for
this option at NJMVC.gov. These ac-
tivities will clear a three-month back-
log from the March 15 closure of
MVC. Road tests and the issuing of
new licenses and permits are tenta-
tively expected to start June 29 (sub-
ject to change), with some additional
transactions like out-of-state transfers
and private sales registrations, but still
on a limited basis to prevent crowding.

The commission has tripled road-
testing capacity, adding 11 courses
and reassigning over 100 safety spe-
cialists to serve as road test examin-
ers for 30 to 60 days. This takes MVC
from an average of 5,800 road tests
per week to about 16,300. MVC ex-
pects the backlog to be cleared by the
end of the 60 days. Those whose road
tests were canceled during the shut-
down will be contacted by MVC and
provided a secure link to get the first
appointments.

Starting June 29 (tentative), MVC
will be processing new licenses and
permits, out-of-state transfers and
REAL ID at designated licensing cen-
ters for those whose appointments were
canceled. At designated vehicle cen-
ters, MVC will be adding individual
registration and title transactions. Trans-
actions that can be done online will not
be available in person at this time.

Customers can also contact MVC
by email for help with a suspension of
their driver’s license.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

The Cranford Board of Education met on June 8, 2020 and awarded the following
contracts without competitive bidding as a professional service (or extraordinary,
unspecifiable service) pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A.5a(1). The resolution of award and
the contracts listed below are available for public inspection in the Office of the Board
Secretary located at 132 Thomas Street from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. Monday through
Friday.

Contract
Name Nature of Award Contract Period Not to Exceed

Bergen County Special Audiological  and 6/23/20 – 7/31/20 $160,000.00
Services School District Teacher of the Deaf
Education Enterprises Div

Care Plus NJ Inc. Therapeutic Services 6/23/20 –  7/31/20 $99,500.00

Interim Healthcare of On site nursing care 6/23/20 – 7/31/20 $198.020.00
Northwest NJ, Inc. at Jardine Academy and

Medical Transportation

Robert J. Carfagno
Business Administrator/Board Secretary

1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $42.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on June 8, 2020, for the
following applications decided upon at the
meeting held on May 11, 2020.

Joseph and Jennifer Giordano, 816
Lenape Trail. Applicants sought approval
to construct a swimming pool and install a
fence contrary to Section 12.04G, 12.07C,
13.01E, 13.02D3, 13.02D5 of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a maximum cover-
age by improvements of 33.6% or 7,715
square feet where the Ordinance allows a
maximum coverage by improvements of
40% (7,200 square feet); to allow a 6-foot
fence in the street side yard along Munsee
Way where the Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum fence height of 4 feet when located in
the front yard, street side yard or in any
portion of the rear yard which is closer to
the abutting street than the principal build-
ing on the lot, or the minimum street side
yard setback; to allow an accessory struc-
ture in the street side yard where the Ordi-
nance does not allow an accessory struc-
ture in the front or street side yard; to allow
a setback of 38.2 feet for a pool where the
Ordinance requires a minimum setback of
57.3 feet for a pool; to allow a picket fence
with de minimis gaps where the Ordinance
requires a pool to be enclosed by a solid
fence not less than 6 feet tall.

Lora & Tipton Ford, 40 Sunnywood
Drive. Applicants sought approval to con-
struct a front porch contrary to Section
12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance to allow
a front yard setback of 30.58 feet where the
Ordinance requires a minimum front yard
setback of 34.70 feet. Application approved
with conditions.

Brian & Lisa Cheripka, 824 Embree
Crescent. Applicants sought approval to
construct a private home office and addi-
tional closet space in an unused portion of
the existing garage contrary to Section
12.04E1 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a floor area ratio of 28% where the
Ordinance allows a maximum floor area
ratio of 25%. Application approved with
conditions.

Manny Sieira, 108 Florence Avenue.
Applicant sought approval to construct a
two story addition at of the rear house and
a new one-car garage contrary to Section
11.09E6, 12.04F1, 12.04F3 of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a side yard set-
back of 4.95 feet where the Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback of
10 feet; to allow a building coverage of
23% where the Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building coverage of 20%; to allow a
building coverage with a porch of 26.2%
where the ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage with a porch of 24%.
Application approved with conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $63.75

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2171

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION
IN THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
OF THE “FIVE YEAR TAX EX-
EMPTION AND ABATEMENT
LAW” PURSUANT TO
N.J.S.A. 40A: 21-1

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
June 9, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that a public hear-
ing will be held by the Planning Board of
the Borough of Mountainside on Tuesday,
June 23, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. for the following
application:

Alison Griggs, 323 Partridge Run, Block
3.09, Lot 2. The proposed development
involves and requires the granting of vari-
ance relief from the following requirements
of the ordinance: side yard setback 4174 &
4189 so as to permit a small generator.

Due to the Covid-19 public health crisis,
the regularly scheduled public meeting will
be conducted electronically and/or by tele-
phone using ‘ZOOM.’ Members of the pub-
lic who wish to participate in the meeting
may do so telephonically or by computer
using the following information:

Meeting ID: 843 3355 3065
Password: 717513
Dial In: +1 929 205 6099
Online: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/

84333553065?pwd=QTVpeEp5R2xnWkNMYU
tzSzMrN3ozdz09

Individuals calling in or connecting via
streaming video will be able to participate
in the meeting, including public comment.
In addition, public viewing and participa-
tion will be available and a link to the
meeting will be posted on the Borough
website: www.mountainside-nj.com.

The file maps and plans for the applica-
tion will be available on the Borough website
prior to the meeting. Copies of the applica-
tion, including any supporting plans and
other documents are public records and
thereby are also available for public in-
spection by appointment at the
Mountainside Municipal Building, 1385
Route 22, Mountainside, New Jersey be-
tween the hours of 8:30AM and 4:30PM by
contacting contact Pat Gilstrap at 908-
232-2409.

At the public hearing, members of the
public may participate personally or through
an attorney and ask questions, give evi-
dence or make a statement concerning the
granting of this application.

Applicant
Alison Griggs

323 Partridge Run
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092

1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $46.92

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that a public hear-
ing will be held by the Planning Board of
the Borough of Mountainside on Tuesday,
June 23, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. for the following
application:

Mr. & Mrs. Tyburski, at 1337 Birch Hill
Road Mountainside, New Jersey, Block
15.09, Lot 28. Said application for the
expansion of the second floor with the use
of dormers, and second floor addition above
the garage. Variances include: an existing
side yard of 7.0 feet where 10.0 feet is
required (1009(c)(3)). The lot area is 9,148
square feet where 15,000 suare feet is
required (1009 (c)(5)). The lot width is 72.5
feet where 100.0 feet is required
(1009(c)(5)). The existing foundation area
is 16.3% where 15% is required.

(1009 (c)(6)). The existing ground pro-
jection is 8.2% where 3.75% is required
(1009 (c)(6)). The existing lot coverage is
32.2% where 30% is required (1009 (c)(7)).
The proposed floor area ratio is 26% where
22.5% is required (1009(c)(8)). The exist-
ing lot area within 150 feet is 9,148 suare
feet where 15,000 square feet is required
(1009 (c)(5)), and any other relief as may
be required in connection with the
applicant's proposed occupancy and/or
use of the above property.

Due to the Covid-19 public health crisis,
the regularly scheduled public meeting will
be conducted electronically and/or by tele-
phone using ‘ZOOM.’ Members of the pub-
lic who wish to participate in the meeting
may do so telephonically or by computer
using the following information:

Meeting ID: 843 3355 3065
Password: 717513
Dial In: +1 929 205 6099
Online: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/

84333553065?pwd=QTVpeEp5R2xnWkNMYUtz
SzMrN3ozdz09

Individuals calling in or connecting via
streaming video will be able to participate
in the meeting, including public comment.
In addition, public viewing and participa-
tion will be available and a link to the
meeting will be posted on the Borough
website: www.mountainside-nj.com.

The file maps and plans for the applica-
tion will be available on the Borough website
prior to the meeting. Copies of the applica-
tion, including any supporting plans and
other documents are public records and
thereby are also available for public in-
spection by appointment at the
Mountainside Municipal Building, 1385
Route 22, Mountainside, New Jersey be-
tween the hours of 8:30AM and 4:30PM by
contacting contact Pat Gilstrap at 908-
232-2409.

At the public hearing, members of the
public may participate personally or through
an attorney and ask questions, give evi-
dence or make a statement concerning the
granting of this application.

Michael & Nicole Tyburski
1337 Birch Hill Road

Mountainside, New Jersey 07092
Jenn Fleyshman
Project Architect
Paradigm Architecture
Design & Consulting
140 East Ridgewood Avenue, Suite 415
Paramus, New Jersey 07652
j.fleyshman@paradigm-adc.com
1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $66.30

Bd. of Elections Opens
For In-Person Services

COUNTY – The Union County Board
of Elections office at 271 North Broad
Street in Elizabeth is open to visitors with
business regarding Vote-by-Mail ballots
and voter registration on a walk-in basis.
There is no need to make an appointment.

Visitors are required to wear face masks
and observe social-distance guidelines
while in the building, to prevent the spread
of COVID-19.

Regular Board of Elections office hours
are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. Office hours will be extended to 9
p.m. on Tuesday, June 16 for the voter
registration deadline.

“June 16 is the deadline for voter reg-
istration. I encourage everyone to mail
their registration forms in as soon as
possible; postage is prepaid. If you are not
able to mail it, our office is open into the
evening in order to accommodate as many
residents as possible,” Board of Elections
Administrator Nicole DiRado said. “My
staff are also happy to assist by phone or
email.”

To contact the Board of Elections,
email ucboe@ucnj.org or call (908) 527-
4123. All email and phone messages will
be returned.

More information on all Board of Elec-
tions services is available at ucnj.org/boe.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

COUNTY OF UNION

OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK
8 SPRINGFIELD AVENUE

CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY 07016
PHONE 908-709-7210

FAX 908-276-4859
EMAIL:  p-donahue@cranfordnj.org

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS FOR CON-
STRUCTION MANAGEMENT
SERVICES FOR FLOOD MITI-
GATION ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM (CFDA#97.029)

FMA-PJ-02-NJ-2017-005

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
qualifications through a fair and open pro-
cess in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-
20.4 et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Wednesday
July 1st, 2020, at 11:00 a.m. in the office
of the Township Clerk, Municipal Building,
8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey 07016, at which time and place re-
sponses will be opened for:

CONSTRUCTION MANAGE-
MENT SERVICES FOR
FLOOD MITIGATION ASSIS-
TANCE PROGRAM
(CFDA#97.029)

FMA-PJ-02-NJ-2017-005

Beginning on Thursday, June 11th, 2020,
submission packages may be obtained at
the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7200, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids.  Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is re-
quired.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

LFN 2020-10 provides guidance to mu-
nicipalities to help comply with social dis-
tancing guidelines while also complying
with the provisions of the Local Public
Contracts Law as it pertains to bid opening
procedures. As a result, thereof, in lieu of
a traditional bid opening at the Municipal
Building open to the public, the following
procedure will be followed, consistent with
LFN 2020-10:

A. Bids will remain due on or before
11:00 a.m. on Wednesday July 1st, 2020.

B. In-person attendance at the bid open-
ing is prohibited due to restrictions on

public gatherings during the current State
of Emergency.

C. Town Hall is not open for hand deliv-
ery of bids. Bidders can submit their bid via
common carrier. Bids must be received no
later than Wednesday July 1st, 2020 at
11:00 a.m. Bidders are encouraged to use
overnight delivery.

D. At the time scheduled for the bid
opening, the Municipal Representative will
open all bids on a public Zoom conference.
Members of the public may access the
Zoom meeting starting at 11:00 a.m. on
Wednesday, July 1st, 2020. The instruc-
tions for the Zoom conference are as fol-
lows:

Join Zoom Meeting https://zoom.us/j/
93128876454?pwd=M1BERnUxQUdEb
Fh6QlhoNkdCM0MvQT09

a. Meeting ID: 931 2887 6454
b. Password: 088946
c. Phone: 929 205 6099 US (New York)
d. If you dial in, hit *9 to raise your hand.
E. The Municipal Representative will

open and read aloud all bids at that time on
the Zoom conference in accordance with
standard practice.

F. Subsequent to the bid opening, bid
information can be obtained by emailing or
calling Township Clerk Patricia Donahue
at p-donahue@cranfordnj.org or 908-709-
7210. In addition, the bid package of the
apparent low bidder shall be fully scanned
and posted to the Township of Cranford’s
website.

Proposals shall be enclosed in opaque
sealed envelopes, plainly marked: “Con-
struction Management Services for
Flood mitigation Assistance Program
(CFDA#97.029) FMA-PJ-02-NJ-2017-
005" and shall show the name and ad-
dress of the bidder. Proposals may be
forwarded by certified mail, U.S. Post and
mail services.  If mailed, the sealed enve-
lope containing the proposal and marked
as directed above, must be enclosed in
another envelope properly addressed for
mailing as follows:

Patricia Donahue, RMC
c/o July 1st RFP Opening

Construction Management Services
Township Clerk

Township of Cranford
Municipal Building

8 Springfield Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

By order of the Township of Cranford
Township Committee

Patrick Giblin, Mayor
Jamie Cryan,
 Township Administrator

Patricia Donahue,
Township Clerk

1 T - 06/11/20, The Leader Fee: $106.08

PUBLIC NOTICE

 By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

I wish that I were reviewing one of
the half dozen movies certain to be
made when this pox upon our house is
no more. But until that glorious re-
turn to normality has us resuming all
the simple joys of life we take for
granted, like going to the movies, I’ll
be retro-reviewing and thereby shar-
ing with you the films that I’ve come to
treasure over the years, most of which
can probably be retrieved from one of
the movie streaming services. It is my
fondest hope that I’ve barely put a
dent into this trove when they let the
likes of me back into the Bijou.

 I read a book a week for decades,
and then I stopped.

 For one, I began to fall asleep. Rea-
son two, I’d read a book and say, “I
could write this.” And reason three, I’d
be reading a book and realize with
jealous reverence, “I could never write
something this good.” F. Scott
Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, adapted
to the screen by Francis Ford Coppola
and directed by Jack Clayton in 1974,
fits the last category in spades.

There are movies like either of the
first two Godfathers, or even the inimi-
table Casablanca (1942), that contain
memorable lines we love to quote. But
in Fitzgerald’s brilliantly perceptive
upbraiding of the Roaring 20s there are
hauntingly beautiful passages that only
he could have written. It’s not just that
they are poetry, but more so that the
lilting missives of pure truth tap into
that portion of literature’s DNA that
dissects and decodes the historical pe-
riod from which they emanate.

 Everyone in The Great Gatsby is of
their time, proof positive and point of
reference for anyone who cares to peer
into the ebullience of the post WWI,
Prohibition era of glitzy
presumptiveness, and what Fitzgerald
declaimed, through narrator Nick
Carraway, as careless.

 When the film, starring Robert
Redford in the title role and Mia Farrow
as Daisy Buchanan, the devastatingly
rich symbol of dauntingly inaccessible
social strata, was released, I bought in,
hook, line and white pants. I still refer to
some of my closer compatriots as Old
Sport. You see, the world of affluence
on Long Island where the mysterious
Jay Gatsby has bought an estate to be
right next door to his loving obsession,
now married, brings out the desire to
pretend.

 It isn’t enough to just intuitively
show up at one the enigmatic Gatsby’s
spontaneous soirees where anyone who
is anyone is in attendance and the host
never makes an appearance. The idea is
to be a part of whatever elegantly cryp-
tic thing is at play in and around the
display of blindly flagrant ostentation,
to swap scandalous tidbits about their
unseen host, and imbibe in a little golden
calf worship.

 When Sam Waterston’s perfectly
played Nick, narrator, bond trader and
cousin of Daisy, takes up residence in a
carriage house that just happens to abut
the Gatsby and Buchanan manors, he
becomes a confidante, and early on
quizzically announces, “They say you
killed a man.”

“Just one?” asks Redford’s impecca-
bly coiffed protagonist, his smile a blast
of sunshine.

 Thus, we are in on the gambit and,
through a skillfully woven exposition
that hints at what Gatsby may or may
not be, are given the opportunity to
decide how we feel about him, and the
truth be damned. Intrinsic to the pro-
cess, our moral values are given a run
for their money, twisted here and there,
and beseeched to grant dispensation in
the name of undying love.

But of course, in what might be termed
the class-conscious variation on the
Romeo & Juliet theme, the story’s si-
lent player, wreaking its havoc with the
subtlety of fingernails on a blackboard,
is the unholy trinity of ancestry, breed-
ing and legacy wealth.

 Gatsby knows this only too well,
having informed his entire construction
of self with the aim of penetrating the
very fortress that has been built to keep
out interlopers.  And Daisy? “Her voice
is full of money,” says Gatsby.

 This is the conjectural stuff deserv-
ing of exquisitely conducted college
seminars. But if you need to boil it all
down because you’re in a hurry and
don’t want to get into the whole F. Scott
and Zelda, gossipy ruminations, of
which there are more than enough to go
around, I like the quote by Mischa
Auer’s Carlo, the phony protégé sponger
in My Man Godfrey (1936). Imparting
the screwball comedy take on class
distinction, Carlo at one distressed mo-
ment cries out, “Oh, money, money,
money! The Frankenstein monster that
destroys souls!”

  Or, to quote my rich sister Anne,
“It’s always about money, especially if
they say it’s not about money.”

  Nonetheless, most of us being
equipped with the hopeless romantic
gene as well as either the inclination to
activate it or the determination to sup-
press it, the built-in dilemma of Gatsby’s
love for Daisy makes for great drama.
And you in the back, frantically raising
your hand, yes, maybe it’s actually the
idea of Daisy that Gatsby loves. But
then, this is a film criticism and not that
college seminar.

 But I have to come clean. While
Macy’s doesn’t tell Gimbel’s, except in
the case of Miracle on 34th Street (1947),
I’ll add to the exception by informing
that many of my colleagues aren’t as
enthusiastic about the 1974 Gatsby as I
am. However, I’ve mulled it and, after
reasonable contemplation of the sec-
ond-guessing kind, have decided that,
quite simply, they are plumb wrong.

 Granted, it’s a tad long at nearly two
and a half hours. A fast reader could
knock out the 180-page paperback in
the course of a lazy afternoon. But
that’s just it. Filled with Nick’s beauti-
fully fatalistic, word-for-word narra-
tion and the sympathetically enunci-
ated reveries from Redford and Farrow’s
devotedly etched principals, it is prac-
tically the book, but on film. That direc-
tor Clayton endowed the literature with
breathtaking art direction and Nelson
Riddle’s Oscar-winning compilation of
period-evoking music, but resisted the
pretension to gild the lily, is why The
Great Gatsby is great.

***
 The Great Gatsby, rated PG, is a

Paramount Pictures release directed by
Jack Clayton and stars Mia Farrow,
Robert Redford and Sam Waterston.
Running time: 144 minutes
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

The Great Gatsby
Class Distinction by the Book

4 popcorns

Susan Myrill Dougherty for The Westfield Leader & The Times
PROTEST...A protest last Thursday in Clark was attended by hundreds who began their march in the Whole Foods parking
lot (below) and then marched to police headquarters. Clark Police Chief Pedro Metos knelt with the protesters during a
moment of silence for George Floyd. A second protest was held on Sunday by a different group who marched from Rahway
to the Clark Municipal Building.

Susan Myrill Dougherty for The Westfield Leader & The Times
TAKING A KNEE...Governor Phil Murphy and First Lady Tammy Murphy take a knee along with Congressman Tom
Malinowski from the Seventh Congressional District during Sunday afternoon’s protest in Mindowaskin Park in Westfield
to rally following the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis.

Susan Myrill Dougherty for The Westfield Leader & The Times
WE ARE THE WORLD...Westfield High School rising senior Nala Scott ad-
dresses thousands of protestors at Sunday’s rally at Westfield’s Minowaskin
Park, a rally she and her teen friends organized. They were joined by a dozen
students as well as teens who led the singing of "We are the World."

Susan Myrill Dougherty for The Westfield Leader & The Times
PEACE PREVAILS...Thousands of peaceful protestors gather during Sunday
afternoon’s protest in Mindowaskin Park in Westfield to rally following the death
of George Floyd in Minneapolis. The rally, organized entirely by Westfield High
School rising senior Nala Scott and her teen friends, was attended by thousands.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GATHERING VOICES...Pictured above and below, an estimated crowd of 2,000
gathered in the Westfield train station parking lot last Thursday following a
march from Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RALLY AGAINST POLICE BRUTALITY...Several hundred people protested
police brutality during a march on Saturday morning from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School to the Shady Rest Clubhouse at Scotch Hills Country Club.
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Continued Support

of Local Journalism
Susan Myrill Dougherty for

The Westfield Leader & The Times
SPEAKING OUT...Protesters dis-
played their signs at Sunday’s rally in
Mindowaskin Park.

Rosin Music Studio
Offers Online Lessons

AREA – Just like all of us, The
Rosin Music Studio in town needed
to adapt after the quarantine order
was announced. For Michael Rosin,
director and head teacher, the transi-
tion turned out to be quite smooth. In
fact, he has enjoyed the creative op-
portunities, and the studio has now
been offering more than ever before.

    For over two months, Michael
has maintained
his lessons and
tutor sessions
entirely online.
Since there is
no commute on
either end, he
is offering a
slight discount
for all private
instruction, which includes: piano,
guitar, flute, music recording/pro-
duction, violin, viola, ukulele and
music theory/composition. Co-
founder and teacher Justin Rosin,
who is Michael’s twin brother,
moved to Los Angeles last year.
However, since the full transition
over to video, Justin has acquired
some of his former students as well
as new ones. Both men have
Master’s degrees in music, and are
committed to offering comprehen-
sive music lessons that are competi-
tive and affordable.

    This summer held big plans for
the studio, including courses,
masterclasses and group lessons; and
these are all still happening—through
Zoom! Michael will be teaching two
8-10 week courses on music. One of
them is a fun "music camp,” geared

towards younger beginners; the other
is an advanced course built for col-
lege-level and adults students. The
former starts June 25, the latter this
week. The idea is to keep these sum-
mer courses affordable, fun, activity-
based, and captivating. The Rosin
brothers encourage music study, es-
pecially during these times. With con-
stant access to an internet connection

and no com-
mute, consis-
tency of lessons
are now easier
than ever. Even
if you are trav-
eling for vaca-
tion, materials
are minimal, so
the kids (or par-

ents!) can enjoy some engaging ac-
tivities during down time.

    Michael uploads free content and
materials weekly (including a recent
video on Music History for the
Westfield Historical Society. This
video replaced a lecture that was sup-
posed to happen at the Reeve House
back in April, but was canceled due to
COVID-19). You can find full piano
performances and video samples of
lessons on YouTube as well as blogs
and podcasts on his website:
www.michaelrosin.com. For those
who wish to sign up for lessons, sum-
mer courses, subscribe, or simply stay
tuned in to the engaging weekly posts,
feel free to email Michael Rosin at
michaelcrosin@gmail.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin
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973.810.0110
hwcg.com/south-orange

• Our nurses maintain constant contact with our 
clients and families

• All caregivers are appropriately equipped with PPE
• We help with grocery shopping, meal preparation 

and light housekeeping

Homewatch CareGivers has established safety protocols for our 
staff, in compliance with Center for Disease Control guidelines.

The safety and care  

for your loved one is  

our primary concern.

Must be 18 or older to buy a lottery ticket. Please play responsibly.
If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, call 1-800-GAMBLER®.

The New Jersey Lottery is a provider of fun and entertaining 
games that should be enjoyed responsibly. The lottery should 
not be considered or played as an alternative source of 
income. For more information about responsible gaming, 
visit njlottery.com.

Know your limits. 

Dream Big.
Play Responsibly.

Garwood Library Reveals
Dates For Zoom Events

GARWOOD — The Garwood Pub-
lic Library has posted the dates for two
events to be held via Zoom during June.

The library will host Family Trivia
Night on Thursday, June 18, at 7
p.m. Questions will be geared to-
wards elementary-school students
but all family members are welcome.
No prizes will be awarded, just brag-
ging rights. Interested persons are
asked to check the Events section of
the library’s website for the Zoom
link. The website can be found at
youseemore.com/garwood/.

Genealogy expert Randi Koenig
will offer a presentation on Wednes-
day, June 24, at 7 p.m., on basic
strategies for exploring one’s family
tree. Topics will include starting with
existing knowledge, staying organized
and not missing clues. Audience ques-
tions will be welcome.

The library also reminds patrons
about its digital service. Hoopla offers
thousands of digital books, audio
books, comics, music, movies and
more. Patrons may check out five
Hoopla items a month. Anyone expe-
riencing difficulty accessing Hoopla

is encouraged to call the library at
(908) 789-1670 or to email
Garwoodlibrary@garwood.org for as-
sistance.

The library also has added a new
digital database of children’s books on
its website, provided free of charge
from MidAmerica Books. This service
has unlimited checkouts and no library
card or pin information is required.

Additionally, the library now has the
digital version of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
available through its website. Patrons
also are invited to check out some of the
library’s online databases, including the
Heritage Questa comprehensive trea-
sury of American genealogical sources
or Rosetta Stone, a language learning
database.

The Garwood Public Library remains
closed, but individuals may return their
books to the library book drop, which is
located in the library parking lot. It is
emptied daily. However, it is not neces-
sary to return books. The due date on all
library materials is extended until the
library reopens. The library is located
at 411 Third Avenue.

Library to Spotlight
Return of Sports

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
COVID-19 pandemic brought a com-
plete standstill to pro, college and
amateur sports around the world for
roughly two months. Many leagues
are now taking tentative steps toward
resuming competition, but athletes
and fans are still adapting to unprec-
edented circumstances, with more
historic changes anticipated to come.

On Monday, June 15, at 7 p.m.,
Eric Fisher, United States editor for
SportBusiness and a Scotch Plains
resident, will discuss the steps hap-
pening to bring sports back both in
the United States and abroad. Mr.
Fisher has been a sports business jour-
nalist since 1997. Before joining
SportBusiness, a global news and data
service covering the sports industry,
last year, he worked for Sports Busi-
ness Journal and The Washington
Times.

Advance registration at scotlib.org
is required for this online program.
Registered participants will receive a
Zoom link via email a day or two in
advance.

Freeholders Announces Free Toy Story 4
Drive-Up Screening for Residents, June 19

UNION COUNTY — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has announced that there will be a
free drive-up showing of Toy Store 4
at the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical High School, 1776 Raritan Rd,
Scotch Plains on Friday, June 19, at
or around 9 p.m.

Advanced reservations are re-
quired. To register, go to https://
tinyurl.com/DriveUpMovie begin-
ning 9 a.m. on Friday, June 12. The
rain date for this event is Saturday,

June 20.
“COVID-19 and social-distancing

guidelines mean that many summer
events have been cancelled and facilities
remain closed or limited in their use,”
said Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella. “This drive-up movie event
is a great way for our residents to enjoy
a ‘night out at the movies’ with their
families while staying safe.”

The following rules and guidelines
apply to residents wishing to attend:

• This event will run in compliance

with state COVID-19 orders, regard-
ing social distancing and other proto-
cols.

• The event is open to Union County
residents ONLY.

• The event is free to attend but pre-
registration is required.

• Due to space limitations reserva-
tions will be available on a first come,
first served basis.

• To help promote social distanc-
ing, no walk-ups, bikes or chairs are
permitted.

• Attendees must bring their own
snacks and drinks. There will not be any
food or drink available for purchase.

• Vehicles will be arranged at least
six-feet apart with adequate social
distancing.

• Attendees must stay in their ve-
hicles (unless they need to use the
port-o-johns)

• Port-o-johns and wash stations
will be available. Masks and gloves
will be required when using the port-
o-johns.

Further details will be available to
residents upon registration.

WHS Band, Orchestra
Create Virtual Concert

WESTFIELD — In recent years,
members of the Westfield High
School (WHS) Band and Orchestra
have volunteered their talent and
time to performing a concert for the
residents at Westfield Senior Citi-
zens Housing.

This year, with COVID-19 keep-
ing everyone at home, WHS band
directors Christopher Vitale and
Trevor Sindorf came up with a way
to provide some virtual entertain-
ment to the senior residents through
a unique remote-learning project.

“The students had the option to
create a performance on their instru-
ment (solo or collaboration with
peers) or a video message using the
song of their choice,” says Christo-
pher.  “We asked them to pick music

written between 1940 and 1980 so it
would be relatable for their audience.”

Christopher and Trevor say they are
“extremely proud” of their band stu-
dents, all of whom submitted videos to
be considered for the 30-minute vir-
tual concert, which was emailed in
May to the senior residents.  The video
could not be posted publically, due to
copyrighted materials.

“Thank you to you and your gifted
students for producing such a won-
derful program for the Westfield
Senior Citizens Housing,” writes
Recreation Director Carezza Mot-
ley in an email on May 27.  “We
have enjoyed the astonishing cre-
ativity from such a talented group
of students. I hope we can thank
them all face-to-face one day soon.”

REMOTE PERFORMANCE...As part of a remote-learning project, members of
the Westfield High School Band and Orchestra produced musical performances
and special videos for senior citizens in Westfield.

DWC Announces Downtown
Westfield Reopening Plan

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) announced
on Tuesday the Downtown Westfield Re-
opening Plan (“Plan”) scheduled to take
effect this Monday, June 15. The plan was
crafted based on recommendations from the
Downtown Westfield Reopening Task Force,
chaired by DWC Executive Director Bob
Zuckerman.

The purpose of the task force, formed by
Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle, was to
devise a plan to reopen the downtown busi-
ness district after many were shuttered by the
State of New Jersey as a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic. Last week, Governor Phil
Murphy signed Executive Order 150, per-
mitting outdoor dining and the opening of
non-essential retail on June 15.

“I’m very proud of the reopening plan that
our task force developed, as it prioritizes
public health, while balancing the interests of
our residents and visitors with the needs of our
local small businesses,” Mr. Zuckerman said.

The plan includes expanded outdoor din-
ing capacity, allows retailers to establish
tables outside their stores to help offset
indoor reduced capacity requirements, pro-
vides free 15-minute parking for pickups
and deliveries, and designates Quimby Street
for pedestrians only during the weekends on
a trial basis.

The task force, comprised of business and
property owners as well as government offi-

cials – including those from the Westfield
Town Council, Police, Fire, Public Works
and Health departments – surveyed the pub-
lic on various reopening options, and 81
percent of the more than 2,000 respondents
said they were either much more likely or
more likely to shop and dine downtown if
Westfield dedicated some streets to pedes-
trian activity.

“Our residents have been tremendously
supportive of our local businesses through-
out these unprecedented circumstances, and
now these businesses need our help more
than ever as we approach our new normal,”
Mayor Brindle said. “This reopening plan
uses some of our best downtown assets to
give the public numerous options to dine,
shop and stroll outside while practicing safe
social distancing. I know that many residents
are ready to get out and enjoy Downtown
Westfield, and I encourage everyone to do so
responsibly.”

The following are the details of the plan:
RETAIL - Non-essential retail operations

can open on June 15 as long as they comply
with the rules in NJ Executive Order 122 that
essential retail stores currently have to com-
ply with, which include limiting occupancy
to 50 percent of maximum capacity. Under
Executive Order 150, retail establishments
and service providers will be able to place a
table outside their store for a outdoor trans-
actions seven days of the week.

HAIR SALONS AND BARBERSHOPS
- Hair salons and barbershops can reopen on
Monday, June 22. The task force is still
awaiting additional guidelines as to the pro-
cedures they will be required to follow.

OUTDOOR DINING - Under NJ Execu-
tive Order 150, Westfield will allow restau-
rants and other establishments that serve
food to expand their footprint for outdoor
dining, both in front of their property and on
adjacent sidewalks. All restaurants and food
establishments will be required to submit an
application for an outdoor dining permit
with the town clerk’s office, which will
include a sketch showing where they would
like to place their outdoor tables. Restaurants
will not be able to place tables outside until
they receive a permit from the town clerk.

Before placing tables outside, all restau-
rants and food establishments must sign off
that they will comply with NJ Executive
Directive 20-014, which specifies the
COVID-19 protocols from the New Jersey
State Department of Health for food or bev-
erage establishments offering service in out-
door areas.

Establishments with existing liquor li-
censes will be eligible to apply for a COVID-
19 expansion permit with the state’s Divi-
sion of Alcoholic Beverage Control. This
new permit will allow licensed establish-
ments to expand their premises onto areas
adjacent to or contiguous with the licensed
premises. Licensed establishments who only
sell alcoholic beverages in to-go containers
will not need a new permit.

Westfield will place temporary expanded
street seating with concrete barriers on the
southern portion of Prospect Street between
16 and 20 Prospect Street. Additional parklet
space in the downtown will be considered at
a future date.

STREET CLOSURES - Westfield will
close Quimby Street between the hours of 3
p.m. on Friday and 8 a.m. on Monday
between June 20 and July 5 on a trial basis.
The restaurants on that block will be able to
move tables out onto the street for addi-
tional outdoor dining. Furthermore, the
DWC will program the space on Sundays
with exercise classes, yoga classes and other
non-contact programming. Additionally, the
DWC will secure live musicians for both
Saturday and Sunday nights during the trial
weekends.

PARKING - In order to facilitate easy
ongoing access to curbside pick up, all the
parking spots on Quimby Street and on
Elm Street (between East Broad Street and
North Avenue) will be free 15-minute
parking spots for curbside pickup and for
delivery vehicles. Customers looking for
longer-term parking are encouraged to
park on adjacent streets.

Employees of local businesses, especially
from those on Elm and Quimby Streets,
should park in employee-permitted spots at
the train station parking lot or the lot behind
Baron’s Pharmacy.

The town council is expected to vote on a
resolution at its June 9 meeting to approve
the outdoor seating and authorize town clerk
to issue the related licenses.
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From the archives of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. Complete
stories of the events can be read
in the archives.

May 31/June 1, 2019: The
Westfield High School girls placed
second in the 4x800 relay and the
Blue Devil boys finished second in
the 4x400 relay at the Group 4
Track & Field Championships held
at Franklin Township High School
in Somerset on May 31 and June
1. Blue Devils Caroline Collins,
Isabel Boufarah, Katie Hamilton

and Sarah Hacker turned in a time
of 9:18.6 to finish second in the
4x800. Hamilton also finished third
in the 1,600 with a time of 4:53.16.
Blue Devil Sam Stravach placed
fourth in the javelin with a toss of
124-1. Stravach also placed sev-
enth in the discus with a toss of
112-8.

Blue Devil Lauren Triarsi fin-
ished eighth in the 100-hurdles
with a time of 15.08. Julia Csorba
finished eighth in the 400-hurdles
at 1:04.04. SPF Raiders Che
Dashiell placed eighth in the high

jump with a clearance of 5-4.
In the boys’ events, Blue Devils

Jake Saltzer, Ajay Olson, Steve
Zucker and Will Surks finished
second in the 4x400 with a time
of 3:17.7. Blue Devils Will Log-
gia, Ronnie Melao, James
McCutcheon and Cooper Brennan
crossed third in the 4x800 with a
time of 7:59.88.

Raider Jacob Leigh finished
third in the 100 dash with a time
of 10.84. Leigh also finished third
in the 200 at 21.94. He then
finished fifth in the 400 at 48.39
with Saltzer finishing seventh at
48.98. Raider Kyle Estivene fin-
ished sixth in the 110-hurdles at
14.71 and Ben Fleischer crossed
eighth in the 3,200 at 9:33.06.

Griffin Rooney took sixth in the
javelin with a toss of 166-2 and
Jeremy Kronheimer took eighth
at 159-7.

At the Group 3 Championship
in Bayville, Cranford Cougar
Sasha Knapp placed sixth in the
long jump with a personal-best
leap of 17-9.5. Knapp also placed
eighth in the triple jump with a
distance of 35-10.5.

June 1, 2019: Four games
into the season the Westfield High
School baseball team was star-
ing at an 0-4 record and the
outlook appeared cloudy but
come sectional tournament time
the Blue Devils qualified as the
eighth seed and proceeded to
run the table culminating with a
4-2 victory over the second-
seeded Ridge Red Devils for the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4

Championship at Basking Ridge
on June 1. Timely hitting, crucial
defensive plays and the decep-
tive pitching performance from
senior lefty MJ Catanzaro made it
possible for the Blue Devils to
capture their second sectional
title in a row.

Catanzaro went the distance,
allowing just four hits and strik-
ing out four against the Red Devil
machine, while walking three —
one intentional.

Matt McIntyre went 4-for-4,
including a double, stole a base
and scored twice. Sean Flynn
blasted a pair of long doubles and
singled, while scoring once and
knocking in two runs. Andrew
Caminiti whacked a long double
in the top of the first inning that
would be the catalyst for catch-

David B. Corbin (June 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BIG REASON TO CELEBRATE...The Blue Devils celebrate after defeating Ridge, 4-2, for the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Championship in Basking Ridge on June 1, 2019. It was the Blue
Devils second straight sectional title.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
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David B. Corbin (June 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST LAP OF THE 1,600...Blue Devils Katie Hamilton, No. 10, Emma Jackler, No. 8, and Mia
Melao, No. 6, begin the first lap of the 1,600 at the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Championship
at Ridge High School (May 25/26, 2018).
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ing everybody’s attention on an
interesting call at the plate.

May 25/26, 2018 Ridge High
School in Basking Ridge hosted
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
I and IV Track & Field Champion-
ships on May 25-26 and
Middletown North hosted the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group II
and III Championships. The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider
boys took fourth in the Group IV
team totals with 44 points, while
the Westfield Blue Devil boys

placed seventh at 38. The Lady
Blue Devils took sixth with 37
points and the SPF Raiders placed
10th at 26. In Group III, the
Cranford Cougar girls took fourth
with 44 points.

Blue Devil Joe SanGiacomo
took first in the javelin with a
toss of 162-2. Raiders Kyle
Estivene, Jacob Leigh, Justin
Sanders and Dwight Laylor
crossed first in the 4x100 with a
personal-record (PR) time of
42.34. Devils Spencer Weigand

and Matt Meusel placed 3-4 in
the 1,600 with respective times
of 4:24.3 and a PR of 4:25.45.
Weigand placed second in the
800 with a time of 1:55.21.
Weigand, James McCutcheon,
Cooper Brennan and Meusel fin-
ished fourth in the 4x800 at
8:07.18. Laylor and Leigh placed
3-4 in the 100 with respective
times of 11.11 and 11.12.
Estivene finished fourth in the
110 hurdles at 14.82. Raider Ben
Fleischer finished third in the

3,200 at 9:42.97.
Blue Devil freshman Katie

Hamilton expressed herself well
by finishing second in the 800
with a PR time of 2:16.02. Emma
Jackler, Tani Horton, Julia Csorba
and Hamilton finished third in
the 4x400 at 4:04.53. In the
4x100, Raiders Trinity Hart, Imani
Rivers, Kerri McNeely and Corinne
Lyght finished second at 48.11.

In Group III boys, Josiah Cadet
crossed first in the 400 hurdles
with a time of 55.2 and although

he had the best qualifying time
for the 110 hurdles at 14.42,
Josiah faulted in the finals. Josh
Cadet finished fourth in the 200
at 22.38 and fifth in the 400 at
50.41. For the girls, Cougar fresh-
man Cielo Tumbokon took first in
the triple jump with a distance of
35-7.5. She also took second in
the long jump with a PR leap of
17-4 and Sasha Knapp took fourth
at 16-6. Hanna Capone took sec-
ond in the pole vault with a height

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

David B. Corbin (June 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING CLOSE TO THE FRONT RUNNERS...Blue Devil Matt Meusel, left, Raider Brandon
Garcia, No. 8, and Blue Devil Spencer Weigand, between two North Hunterdon runners, keep in a
tight pack in the 1,600 (May 25/26, 2018).

David B. Corbin (June 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PILING IT ON...The Cranford Cougars pile it on after defeating the hosting Chatham Cougars, 5-
3, for the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Championship on June 2, 2017.  It was the fifth title in
that span of seven appearances and the 12th sectional championship since 1997.

This page is brought to you by:

Christine Cosenza, State Farm Insurance Agent
908-233-9100  •  www.christinecosenza.net

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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of 9-6.
June 2, 2017: Sectional cham-

pionship appearances have been
the norm for the third-seeded
Cranford High School Cougars,
who made their seventh straight
trip, this time against the top-
seeded Chatham Cougars wit-
nessed by a massive crown of,
Yes! Cougar fans, who aligned
along the entire third base line
and around the outfield fence
into right-centerfield at Chatham
on June 2.

The Cranford Cougars plated
all of their runs within the first
three innings, starting pitcher
Gordon Graceffo survived a tough
third inning and was later re-
lieved in the seventh inning by
sophomore Kevin Donovan, who
retired all three Chatham Cou-
gars he faced to earn Cranford
the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 championship with a 5-
3 victory. It was the fifth title in
that span of seven appearances
and the 12th sectional champi-

onship since 1997.
The 1-2 batters in the lineup,

Brian Oblichinski and Ryan Bakie
both added stolen bases and in-
flicted the majority of the offen-
sive damage, along with Tom
Armstrong (single, RBI, run
scored) and sophomore Tyler
Szczech, who rapped a two-run
single. Oblachinski poked a first-
pitch single in the first inning,
stole second and scored on
Bakie’s lined single to right.

Oblachinski also sparked a four-

run third inning when his leadoff
grounder baffled the second
baseman. Bakie whacked a long
double to right-center then
Oblachinski scored his second
run when Jamie Shriner punched
an RBI single to center. Mike
Meola, drew his second walk of
the game to load the bases and
Armstrong’s grounder to second
scored Bakie. Szczech stepped
up and slashed his two-run single
down the right field line.

May 28, 2016: Top-seeded

Bridgewater-Raritan stopped the
Westfield High School boys la-
crosse team, 10-6, in the final of
the NJSIAA North Jersey, Group
4 tournament on May 28 in
Bridgewater. The Panthers ral-
lied from an early 2-0 deficit,
outscoring the Blue Devils 9-0
over the next two and one-half
quarters to build a commanding
lead before hanging on against a
furious Westfield fourth quarter
rally. In so doing, Bridgewater

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

David B. Corbin (June 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMING TO THE FINISH LINE...Josh Cadet, center, finished third in the 100 meters, first in the
200 and was a member of the winning 4x100 team that broke the Cranford High School record at
the Group 3 sectional at Ridge (May 27, 2016).

David B. Corbin (June 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEGINNING OF THE 1600...Blue Devils Ryan Siegel and Nick Antonelli, both in center of photo,
react with the gun at the start of the 1,600 meters during the North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2
championship at Ridge High School on May 27, 2016.

This page is brought to you by:

Frank D. Isoldi, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Agent
908-787-5990  •  www.theisoldicollection.com
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captured its second straight title
and continued its school record
41-game winning streak that
spans back to the 2014 season
when last they lost a game. The
opponent was Westfield.

James Bohlinger finished with
two goals and one assist for
Westfield. Devon McLane and
Jake Wornow each had a goal
and an assist, and Blake Taylor
and Brandon Leuthold each had
a goal. Toby Burgdorf came up
with nine saves in goal.

May 27/28, 2016: Westfield
High School (WHS) senior Jelani
Pierre had a personal record (PR)
leap to place first in the long
jump, senior Brooke Schaeffer
broke her own WHS record in the
800 and Scotch Plains-Fanwood

senior Amani Williams took top
honors in the discus at the North
Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 track
& field championships held at
Ridge High School on May 27-28.

Pierre had his best leap in the
long jump and it paid off when he
soared 22-0.5 to capture first
place. Pierre teamed with Ishmael
Glasco, Nick Greenspan and Sid
Douglas to finish third in the
4x100 with a time of 43.04.
Raider junior Isaiah Thompson
cleared 6-4 to take second in the
high jump. Blue Devil Tom Fuccillo
took third in the event with a toss
of 152-2.

For the girls, Blue Devils Noelle
Blackford, Emma Jackler, Julia
Myers and Schaeffer finished third
in the 4x800 with a time of

9:29.96, which was the third of
three placements that topped the
previous meet record. Schaeffer
finished second in the 800 at
2:13.33. Raider Madeline Weber
with a toss of 118-5 took top
honors in the javelin. Blue Devil
Hannah Hawkins took third in the
long jump with a leap of 16-9.5.

May 27/28, 2016: Cranford
High School sophomore Josh
Cadet captured first in the 200
meters and ran on the winning
4x100 relay and senior Julia
Schork pushed her way to first
place in the shot put at the North
Jersey, Group 3, Section 2 track
& field championships at Ridge
High School on May 27-28. Josh
then teamed with Josiah, Acacio
Escada and Jack Schetelich to

win the 4x100 with a school
record time of 43.18. Josh,
Escada, Peter Gilligan and
Schetelich finished fourth in the
4x400 at 3:27.35.

Before winning the 200, which
was contested on Day 2, Josh
Cadet was involved in a weird
experience in the 100 meters
when his heat had to redo the
sprint due to difficulties with the
timing. Cadet, however, did fin-
ish third in the event with a time
of 11:31. Will Fries took second
in the shot put with a shove of
48-6.25. Trey Pascal took third
in the pole vault with a height of
13-0.

The Cougar trio of Schork with
a shove of 37-4.25, Brianna Scotti
(36-7.5) and Christina Barlik (36-

2.75) ate up the shot put, placing
1-3-5, respectively. Lindsay
Aschmies, Amanda Bush, Bella
DeSimone and Kiera Hurley fin-
ished second in the 4x800 with a
time of 9:36.31. Taylor Grant
took third in the high jump with
a clearance of 4-10.

May 29/30, 2015: The No. 1
ranked Union Catholic Vikings
boys and girls track & field teams
plundered their way to victory at
the Non-Public A meet held at
Frank Jost Field in South
Plainfield. The Viking girls out-
distanced their nearest competi-
tor by 97 points, finishing with a
total of 152.5, while the Viking
boys won their third straight title
with a total of 126. The Westfield

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

David B. Corbin (June 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY 7...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Mike Ionta (Westfield Blue Devils),
Tommy Trotter (Cranford Cougars) and Christian Zazzali (SPF Raiders); back row, Brad DeMartino
(Westfield Blue Devils), Ryan Jennings (Governor Livingston Highlanders), GL Coach Chris Roof,
Luis Amaro (Roselle Park Panthers) and Ryan Kahn (Union Catholic Vikings) June 12, 2014
Diamond Nation in Flemington.

Courtesy of a Fan of Westfield Tennis (June 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FABULOUS FOUR YEARS…Blue Devil team captains, from left to right, Graeme Stahl, Adam
Reich, Justin Snyder and Scott Bernstein display the 2010 Tournament of Champions plaque. In
their four-year career, the Westfield High School tennis team amassed a 121-6 record, including four
county titles, four sectional titles, four state Group 4 titles, four trips to the Tournament of
Champions, and two (nearly four) TOC titles. (June 3, 2010)

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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and Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys
and girls competed in the Group
4 meet held at Egg Harbor, while
the Cranford Cougar boys and
girls competed in the Group 3
meet held in South Plainfield.

Viking senior Taylor McLaughlin
won four individual events, in-
cluding setting the meet record
in the 400-hurdles with a time of
51.73. He took top honors in the
110-hurdles at 14.28 and the
200 meters at 21.45. McLaughlin
crossed first in the 400 at 47.63.
Sophomore Sydney McLaughlin
was the top competitor for the
Viking girls with three individual
titles. She won the 400 meters in
52.59 and the 400 hurdles in
58.82. McLaughlin also finished
first in the 200 at 24.08.

For Group 4 boys, Blue Devil
Matt Russo finished second in

the 3,200 with a time of 9:26.09.
Blue Devil Theo Brunson took
sixth in the pole vault with a
height of 13-0. Raider Merlin
Edmond finished third in the 100
with a time of 10.95. Kobe White
took fourth in the 200 at 22.13
and Quincy Sanchez finished fifth
in the 110-hurdles at 14.51. In
Group 4 girls, Blue Devils Noelle
Blackford, Kelly Morrison, Julia
Myers and Brooke Schaeffer fin-
ished seventh in the 4x800 with
a time of 9:39.49.

In Group 3, Cranford Cougar
Tim Colter tied for seventh in the
high jump at 6-2. Cougars
Amanda Bush, Bella DeSimone,
Anna Fitch and Kiera Hurley fin-
ished seventh in the 4x800 at
9:43.27.

June 12, 2014: Regular-sea-
son opponents became team-

mates at the 37th Annual Senior
All-Star Games sponsored by the
Jack Cust Baseball Academy at
Diamond Nation in Flemington
on June 12. Two separate games,
one between the Northwest All-
Stars and the South All-Stars,
and the other between the North-
east All-Stars and the Central
Jersey All-Stars featured the top
100 seniors in New Jersey.

Seven Union County players
represented the 25 players from
the Northwest squad and all
seven came up smelling like roses
in a 4-1, nine-full innings victory
over the Southern All-Stars.

The seven Union County rep-
resentatives were: pitcher Brad
DeMartino and catcher Mike Ionta
(Westfield), shortstop Christian
Zazzali (Scotch Plains-Fanwood),
centerfielder Tommy Trotter

(Cranford), right fielder Ryan
Jennings and Head Coach Chris
Roof (Governor Livingston), first
baseman Luis Amaro (Roselle
Park) and pitcher Ryan Kahn
(Union Catholic).

June 5, 2013: New Jersey’s
best track & field athletes con-
verged on Frank Jost Field in
South Plainfield to compete at
the Meet of Champions, and the
Westfield High School Blue Dev-
ils and Cranford Cougars man-
aged to place a few of their ath-
letes in the top-8. Blue Devils
Kevin Smith, Matt Luppino, Rob
Marczydlo and Dan Luzzi finished
fourth in the 4x800 meters with
a time of 7:56.79. Cranford Cou-
gars Bryanna Grant and Regine
Hunter placed 3-4 in the triple
jump with respective distances
of 38-8.5 and 38-6.5, a little

under their best distances.
June 9, 2013: A great ride

finally came to an end for the
Westfield High School baseball
team when it experienced an 8-
1 defeat from the bats and ag-
gressiveness, especially from
Tom Flacco, of the No. 2 ranked
Eastern Vikings in the Group 4
championship game at Toms
River North. The 29-4 Vikings
capitalized on an unfortunate Blue
Devil error, and some very crafty
base running to grab an early 3-
0 lead, while dodging the bullet
twice with serious threats in the
second and third innings to keep
the momentum in their dugout.

Blue Devil starting pitcher Brad
DiMartino spent four and a third
innings on the mound, allowing
five hits and walking three, while

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

David B. Corbin (June 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UPENDED AT SECOND...Blue Devil second baseman Tyler Bowman, right, gets upended as
Eastern’s Steve Priolo steals the base in the second inning of the Group 4 championship game at Toms
River North on June 9, 2013. Eastern won 8-1.

David B. Corbin (June 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING BACK QUICKLY…James O’Rourke quickly dives back to first base to avoid being
tagged out by Perth Amboy first baseman Luis Marte in the sectional championship game in Perth
Amboy. Westfield won, 9-7 (June 3, 2011).

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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striking out five. The Blue Devils’
run came in the sixth when Matt
Storcks singled to right-center,
advanced to third on a pair of
wild pitches and scored on Liam
Devin’s groundout to second.

June 1-2, 2012: Competition
got much stiffer at the NJSIAA
Group track & field champion-
ships. The Blue Devil boys fin-
ished 17th in the Group 4 meet
held at Lombardi Field in Old
Bridge and qualified three for the
Meet of Champions. The Cranford
girls finished 19th in the Group 3
meet held at Frank Jost Field in
South Plainfield and advanced
two girls to the MOC, while the
Raiders finished 29th and ad-
vanced one girl.

Blue Devil Peter Fagan took
second in the pole vault with a
height of 14-6 and teammate

John Stelmach placed fifth with a
height of 13-6. Blue Devil Mike
DePaolo tied for sixth in the high
jump with a clearance of 6-2.
Cougars Bryanna Grant with a
distance of 37-10.25 and Regine
Hunter at 37-2.75 placed 3-4 in
the triple jump. Raider Samantha
Renfree advanced to the MOC by
placing third in the javelin with a
toss of 125-2.

June 3, 2011: A seesaw battle
reached its climax when the sec-
ond-seeded Blue Devil baseball
team plated four runs in the top
of the seventh inning and held off
a threat by top-seeded Perth
Amboy to grab the North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 champion-
ship with a 9-7 victory at Rudyk
Park in Perth Amboy.

John Gribbon pulled out the
hammer and went 3-for-4 with

two doubles and three RBI against
Panther ace pitcher Emilio
Calderon, who came into the
game with an 11-1 record. In the
seventh, the stage was set for
the most dramatic play of the
game. With AJ Murray on third,
Will Riggs took a 0-2 count and
laid down a suicide squeeze.
Murray charged home and
scored, making the score, 7-5.
Next, Steve Forgash’s grounder
baffled shortstop Fernando Rosa,
and two more Blue Devils scored.

June 3, 2010: Playing one of
the state’s year-in and year-out
toughest schedules, this year’s
Blue Devil senior tennis players
– Scott Bernstein, Adam Reich,
Justin Snyder and Graeme Stahl
– will graduate with a team
record of 121-6. The year-by-
year records are: 30-0, 31-1,

29-2, 31-3.
Those numbers include four

straight county titles, four
straight sectional titles, four
straight state Group 4 titles, four
straight trips to the Tournament
of Champions, and two TOC titles.
The final masterpiece was painted
at Mercer County Park, a 3-2
victory over no. 1 ranked
Chatham.

June 3, 2010: Blue Devil jun-
ior Jon Henry ran in a nose-to-
nose battle to finish fifth in the
400 meters with a time of 48.63
at the Meet of Champions in South
Plainfield. Jhakyse Williams, Brian
Henry, Pat Gray and Jon Henry
crossed seventh in the 4x400
relay with a time of 3:18.25.
Blue Devil junior Ashley Edwards
crossed eighth in the 400 meters
with a time of 58.12.

Raider Frank Mellana had a
toss of 188-09 on his second
throw, which was good enough
for fourth place in the javelin.
Gray also competed in the jav-
elin and placed ninth with a toss
of 180-06. Blue Devils Mike
Kelley, Tyler Cusick, Zach Lizmi
and Sam Tooley finished eighth
in the 4x800 with a time of
8:05.43. Cougar senior Kelly
Burke cleared 12-6 on her first
attempt to place first. Burke also
placed third in the triple jump
with a distance of 38-01.

May 27, 2009: Three hits just
out of the reach of Blue Devil
gloves sparked a three-run fourth
inning and provided the momen-
tum for a five-run fifth that guided
the North Hunterdon softball
team to a 10-4 victory in the

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

David B. Corbin (June 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PICKING UP SOME GROUND…Blue Devil Tyler Cusick, left, begins to pick up ground in his leg
of the 4x800 after there was a mass collision of runners during the baton exchange at the Meet of
Champions. (June 3, 2010)

David B. Corbin (May 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING BACK IN THE GAME…Raider Joe D’Annunzio, center, gets swarmed by his team-
mates after whacking a two-run homer in the fifth inning in the sectional championship game against
the Mustangs, who won 6-3 (May 30, 2009).
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semifinal round of the North Jer-
sey, Group 4, Section 2 tourna-
ment. The Blue Devils got a two-
run homer from Rebecca
Schaefer (3-for-4, 3 RBI) and a
solo blast from Tara Knapp (2-
for-3, 2 runs scored).

May 30, 2009: Joe Marciano
hit a three-run home run and
Brian Schroeder followed with a
solo blast in the bottom of the
third inning to guide top-seeded
JFK-Iselin to a 6-3 victory over
visiting, second-seeded Raiders
in the North Jersey Group 3,
Section 2 championship game.
Joe D’Annunzio had Schroeder’s
number by hopping a single over
second in the third and hammer-
ing a two-run homer in the fifth.

June 4, 2009: Blue Devil jun-
iors Graeme Stahl and Scott
Bernstein overcame a first set loss

and a 4-1 deficit in the third set to
win the NJSIAA doubles champi-
onship over familiar foes, Grant
Schalet and Andre Rivera of New-
ark Academy, at Mercer Indoor
Tennis Center in West Windsor.

May 31, 2008: Raider senior
Mike Alleman put it all together
on his second throw with a giant
shove of 66’0.25” at the Group 3
Track and Field Championships at
Frank Jost Field in South Plainfield
to break the meet record in the
shot put of 64’8” set in 1993 by
Matawan’s Tyrone Garland. Mean-
while, Westfield seniors Adam
Bergo and Brandon Heroux were
impressive in the Group 4 meet at
Egg Harbor to advance to the
Meet of Champions (MOC).

Bergo placed second in the
triple jump with a distance of
47’1.75”. Bergo also cleared 6’4”

to place third in the high jump.
Heroux placed second in the jav-
elin with a toss of 188’11”. Blue
Devil Malcolm Allen advanced by
placing sixth in the long jump
with a distance of 20’5.5”. Raider
senior Erin Rossi qualified again
in the shot put with a fourth-
placed shove of 36’0.75” behind
teammate Carlaya Jones, who
placed third with a toss of
37’5.75”. Rossi also placed fourth
in the discus with a toss of 116’.

June 5, 2008: For one last
time, eager spectators gathered
around the shot put area at the
Meet of Champions in South
Plainfield to watch Raider senior
Mike Alleman and Morristown
High School freshman Nick Vena
launch their 12-pound shots more
than 60 feet beyond the circle.
Alleman, who beat Vena at the

Group III Championships and
broke the Union County shot
record with a throw of 66-0.5,
stepped into the circle looking to
defend his state shot put title he
won last spring. After both
competitors threw in the 62-63
foot range during preliminaries,
Vena mustered a 65-3.5 blast,
bettering Alleman’s best of 64-4,
to claim the state title.

June 1, 2007: Eagle senior
right-hander Gary Thompson
showed poise on the mound, got
an errorless effort from his de-
fense and received runs in three
big clumps to earn Edison the
North Jersey, Section 2 Group 4
title with a 10-4 victory over
visiting Westfield. Joe Vall-
Llobera (2-for-4, run scored)
whacked a two-run homer.

June 2, 2007: Carlaya Jones

became the first ever Raider girl
to win an event at the Group 3
championships when she had a
personal-best toss of 134’10” to
win the discus event.

June 3, 2006: Senior Jeff
Perrella earned all of the Blue
Devils’ team points by winning
the 1600-meter and 3200-meter
races at the Group 4 champion-
ships at Silver Eagle Stadium in
Egg Harbor. Raider sophomore
Mike Alleman placed second in
the shot put with a shove of
55’5.75” behind Lacey’s Vinnie
Elardo at 56’1” at Frank Jost
Field in South Plainfield.

June 8, 2006: Blue Devil se-
nior Jeff Perrella finished third in
one of the fastest 3200-meter
races in Meet of Champions his-
tory, in which three runners fin-

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

David B. Corbin (June 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY FOR A RELAXED TOSS…Raider Mike Alleman, after winning the Group 3 shot put title
with a push of 66’0.25”, relaxed his style in the discus and released a personal-best toss of 173’8” to
place third (May 31, 2008).

David B. Corbin (June 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING BACK INTO THE GAME…Blue Devil Joe Vall-Llobera gets a hand shake from coach
Bob Brewster after he crushed a two-run homer in the fourth inning in the Sectional Championship
against the Edison Eagles (June 1, 2007).
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ished under 9:10 at Frank Jost
Field in South Plainfield. Raider
sophomore Mike Alleman left a
big impact, placing second in the
shot put with a shove of 55’10.5”.

June 8, 2005: Westfield boys
track & field made its mark at the
32nd NJSIAA Meet of Champions
at Frank Jost Field in South
Plainfield. Seniors Mike Woods
and Mike Gorski placed second
and third, respectively, in the
pole vault and junior Jeff Perrella
brought home a third place in the
3,200-meter event. Woods
cleared 15-0 and Gorski cleared
14-6. Perrella had a personal-
best time of 9:20.12.

June 2005: Westfield High
School coach Thom Hornish re-
tired from his position as girls
spring track & field coach – field
events – after 32 seasons.

June 2, 2004: Brianne Moore
allowed just an infield single to
MaryKate Flannery in the seventh
inning to lead Clifton to a, 1-0,
victory over Westfield in the NJSIAA
Group 4 state softball semifinals
at Morris Hills. Blue Devil senior
lefthander Lauren Gelmetti fired a
seven-hitter, struck out one bat-
ter and walked none.

June 2004: The Blue Devil
baseball team made huge strides
from last year’s 12-10, team fin-
ishing 16-7 and sharing the
Watchung Conference National
Division crown with the Raiders.
A very pleasant surprise was se-
nior leadoff batter Jan
Cocozziello, who led the team
with a .406 BA. He had 28 hits,
including five doubles, three
triples and a home run, scored
23 runs, had nine stolen bases

and 16 RBI.
May 24, 2003: The Raider

boys tied for third with
Phillipsburg with a total of 44 in
the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 Track and Field Champi-
onships in Mt. Olive. The Raider
girls, who were the defending
sectional champs, finished in a
tie for fifth with West Morris with
43 points. Raider senior Chris
Feighner won the shot put with a
shove of 54’7” and won the dis-
cus with a toss of 148’10”.
Michelle Regg gave the Raider
girls their only first place by re-
cording the longest distance of
33’6” in the triple jump.

June 2003: Physical educa-
tion teacher and coach, Frank
Butz, feels that he will finally
have some leisure time after 38
years of teaching and coaching

in the SP-F High School system.
Butz grew up in Bangor, Pa., was
a three-sport athlete – football,
basketball and baseball – and
was very successful in all three.
He received a football scholar-
ship to Wichita State University.
One of his teammates was former
NFL coach Bill Parcells.

June 2, 2002: The Raider boys
finished in a tie for second place
with Toms River South in Group
3 at the NJSIAA Group Track and
Field Championships in Egg Har-
bor. Raider senior Ray Williams
was the star of the weekend,
collecting 38 team points, with
three firsts – 100, 200, 400
meters – and a second – long
jump. Should Williams had won
all four events he would have
been just the third boy in state
history to do so.

June 2, 2002: Raiders Adam
Corbin and Jason Krueger, reached
the top-16 of the NJSIAA Doubles
Tennis Tournament before being
ousted by the top-seeded team
from Livingston at Veterans Park
in Hamilton Township.

June 5, 2002: Photographers
and cameramen positioned
themselves near the finish line
and nearly everybody in the
stands was focused on the show-
down in the 400-meter race be-
tween defending champion,
Raider Ray Williams, and Ron
Hillian of Eastern at the 34th
NJSIAA Meet of Champions at
South Brunswick Vikings Field.
The result was a meet record
time of 46.55 set by Williams.
Blue Devil senior Sarah Burke
finished sixth in the pole vault
with a height of 10 feet.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

David B. Corbin (June 2006 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING READY FOR THE BREAKOUT…Blue Devil Jeff Perrella, wearing No. 1, sticks close
to Chatham’s Ben Massam at the start of the sixth lap in the 3200-meter race. Craig Forys of Colts
Neck, face on right, prepares to pick up his pace and eventually breaks the meet record (June 8, 2006).

David B. Corbin (June 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SECOND IN THE STATE…Blue Devil Mike Woods cleared 15-0 to place second in the pole vault
at the Meet of Champions in South Plainfield (June 8, 2005). Teammate Mike Gorski placed third
in the pole vault.
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