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Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
PEDESTRIAN FATALITY...A pedestrian was struck by a taxi cab at the
intersection of South Avenue and Crossway Place in Westfield this past Friday.
The victim, an 87-year-old man from Scotch Plains, was rushed by ambulance to
University Hospital in Newark, where he passed away from his injuries.

Local Demonstrations
Draw Large Crowds

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The na-
tional outrage over the murder of
George Floyd by Minneapolis po-
lice last month reached our area in
the past week, with several marches
and rallies held to call attention to
police abuses and the concerns of
local communities.

More than 1,000 people — mostly
in their teens and 20s — walked
from Park Middle School in Scotch
Plains to the Westfield Train Sta-
tion last Thursday afternoon in what
was dubbed as a peaceful protest
against “systemic racism.” Many
carried hand-made signs decrying
the murder of Mr. Floyd and others
who have been killed by police of-
ficers in recent years and chanted
slogans such as “Black Lives Mat-
ter!,” “No justice, no peace!,”
“Don’t shoot, hands up!” and “I
can’t breathe,” a reference to Mr.
Floyd’s repeated words to the po-
lice officer kneeling on his neck on
May 25.

Before the march kicked off, a
period of silence was held for eight
minutes and 46 seconds, the length
of time that the police officer kept
his knee on Mr. Floyd’s neck.

As the large crowd made its way
down Park and Martine Avenues
and then on to North Avenue before
crossing under the railroad over-
pass at the Westfield circle and en-
tering the south-side parking lot at
the train station, residents living
along the march route applauded
the participants, with some offering
bottled water in the hot afternoon
sun. Police in Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Westfield reported no
incidents during the 45-minute
march or at the rally held at the train
station.

Scotch Plains resident Kobe
White, who graduated from the high
school five years ago, told The
Westfield Leader that he was moved
to organize the march “for the fu-
ture of the younger generation. We
are here to make the movement go
forward and we are here to make a
change.” He contacted a high-school

classmate, Briana Johnson, and the
idea of widening the march from
Scotch Plains to Fanwood and
Westfield took shape. Ms. Johnson
told her younger sister, Morghan,
about it and she contacted her friend
Megan Troutman — a Westfield
resident — “and she was on board
with it,” Mr. White said.

Briana Johnson told The Leader
that the idea for the march was
hatched at her house on May 31,
four days before the event. The
group of friends then met with the
three towns’ police departments and
other local officials to discuss the
route of the march and other logis-
tics before asking for assistance on
social media, which they received,
she said, “from friends, and friends
of friends.”

Ms. Troutman said she got in-
volved because “opening up these
conversations is extremely impor-
tant in our communities and we need
to start fighting for change on com-
munity levels in order to build our
way up.” She told The Leader she is
“angry and upset” to witness sys-
temic racism “so I wanted to be a
part of something that speaks out
against injustice and fights for their
lives.”

While the organizers had hoped
for a turnout of 200 people last
Thursday, Westfield and Scotch
Plains police officials estimated the
actual number of marchers was be-
tween 1,200 and 1,500. “At first, I
was expecting about 50 people,”
Mr. White told The Leader, “but
when we got to the Westfield train
station and I saw the crowd, my
heart stopped a little because it was
a blessing to see how many people
we touched.” Morghan Johnson said
the large turnout “surpassed our ex-
pectations. It was crazy.”

Mr. White expressed his hope that
the march will lead people “to listen
to one another and educate each
other on the issues that we face in
America. We are all equal, we all
bleed the same.” Briana Johnson
said she hoped people, especially
her generation, “stand up and change

Bulk Waste Collection
Services Dwindle

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — What was once a
common service in many New Jer-
sey towns, curbside bulk waste col-
lection, has been reduced to an an-
nual or semiannual event in most
places – for a fee, and may disap-
pear altogether in some.

While towns such as Clark still
offer a free monthly curbside col-
lection, March to October with a
reservation, most municipalities in
central Union County have limited
the service to a once-a-year, or
sometimes twice-a-year, courtesy
that is limited by weight and re-
quires a permit and fee. And then
there are towns such as
Mountainside that have not offered
it in recent memory and unlikely
will add it in the future.

The most common reason for the
limited service is, unsurprisingly,
cost: cost of collection (man hours
for departments of public works
(DPW) and the wear and tear on
vehicles) and the cost of disposal,
local officials said.

“It was a cost issue,” said Clint
Dicksen, who has been the DPW
supervisor in Fanwood since 2005,
was the DPW head in Garwood prior
to that, and has gone back to run-
ning Garwood as well under a
shared-service agreement between
the towns since 2015. “Tonnage has
significantly dropped, which ulti-
mately saves us money.

“In Fanwood, that was in 2007,

2008, there was a budget crunch.
We looked at it as a program that
was offered up to people; it wasn’t
a necessity, it was more of a conve-
nience,” Mr. Dicksen said.

But in other towns, such as
Westfield, the service may vanish
because the town can not find a
vendor willing to bid for the work,
according to Town Administrator
Jim Gildea.

“Many years we’ve only had one
bidder, and two years we had no
bidders, and we had to go out for
bids twice,” Mr. Gildea said. “The
market for bulky waste is not as
lucrative as it once was.”

Last year’s bidder said he would
not bid again.

Westfield usually offers its once-
a-year curbside service in the fall
but may not be able to this year if it
cannot find a company willing to
collect the waste under the specifi-
cations the town sets, Mr. Gildea
said.

One of the biggest issues is that
the bulk pickup is by ward — of
which the town has four — and the
waste from the entire ward must be
collected within a week. In the past,
some contractors have not met the
deadline and complaints flooded
Mr. Gildea’s office, from those who
want their garbage removed to
neighbors who find it unsightly to
others who are unhappy with scav-
engers rummaging through the fur-
niture, appliances, yard equipment

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
POWER TO THE PEOPLE...Organizers speak to a crowd of approximately
2,000 at the end of the march from Scotch Plains to Westfield last Thursday. See
more photos on Page 13.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
CHANGE IS COMING...Congressman Tom Malinowski, an unidentified pro-
tester, Governor Phil Murphy and First Lady Tammy Murphy stop for a photo
at Sunday’s protest in Mindowaskin Park. See more photos on Page 13.
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Downtown Ready to Reopen,
Tax Abatements Approved

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — While caution-
ing that “we’re not out of the woods
yet by any stretch,” Mayor Shelley
Brindle said on Tuesday that, “we’re
happy to be starting to reopen” busi-
nesses as coronavirus infection rates
continue to stabilize and head lower.

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) announced plans to
start reopening the downtown next
Monday, three months after busi-
nesses around the state were mostly
closed at the start of the pandemic.
This week, Governor Phil Murphy
announced a series of moves to ease
New Jersey back to some semblance
of normalcy by lifting the stay-at-
home order and also easing limits
on indoor and outdoor gatherings.

At Tuesday’s virtual town coun-
cil meeting, Mayor Brindle said that
“everyone will have to be flexible
and adaptable,” adding that deci-
sions going forward “will be driven
by feedback from the businesses.”
She said that “everyone is thrilled
to be back downtown” and thanked
residents for supporting local busi-
ness during the pandemic. As part
of the reopening of the downtown
business district, Quimby Street will
be closed to vehicular traffic and be
a pedestrian-only thoroughfare
starting next weekend and continu-
ing through the July 4 weekend.
The hours of closure will be from
Fridays at 3 p.m. to Mondays at 8
a.m.

DWC Executive Director Robert
Zuckerman said if the three-week-
end test is successful, then it will
likely be extended through the sum-
mer. A DWC survey of more than
2,000 residents revealed that 81
percent said they were more likely
to visit and shop in the downtown if
some of the streets were designated
as pedestrian-only. In addition to
Quimby Street, the southern por-
tion of Prospect Street will feature
expanded street seating.

The DWC is planning on holding
outdoor yoga, exercise classes, live
music and other activities on
Quimby Street. Elsewhere in the

downtown, as part of the reopening
plans that were formulated by the
Downtown Westfield Reopening
Task Force, restaurants will have
expanded outdoor dining capacity,
retailers will be allowed to place
tables outside their stores to ease
crowding inside their establishments
and free 15-minute parking on
Quimby Street and Elm Street, be-
tween East Broad Street and North
Avenue, will be provided for pick-
ups and deliveries.

At Tuesday’s council meeting, the
mayor urged residents to continue
wearing masks and practicing so-
cial distancing when out in public
and to wash their hands frequently.
She also said she expects Memorial
Pool to be open, although the tim-
ing is “still unclear.” At last week’s
recreation commission meeting, it
was said that the pool facility is
ready to open its doors once it is
safe to do so. The mayor said the
status of summer day camps is “still
up in the air” as the recreation com-
mission seeks alternative sites given
that the schools where the camps
are typically held are closed to the
public.

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance allowing tax
abatements of up to five years for
property owners within the Special
Improvement District (SID) who
make improvements to their prop-
erties. Tax exemptions for up to
$25,000 worth of improvements will
be allowed followed by a five-year
phasing in of payments for the full
value of the improved property. The
ordinance, which was passed by an
8-to-1 vote, with Councilman Mark
LoGrippo voting no, is part of the
council’s recent designation of the
entire SID as an area in need of
rehabilitation.

At the start of the council’s meet-
ing, Mayor Brindle read a procla-
mation declaring June as LGBTQ
Pride Month in Westfield. The coun-
cil also voted to create a Senior
Advisory Council to advise town
officials and the local government
about issues of importance to resi-
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By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At the virtual board
of education (BOE) meeting Tuesday
evening, Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Margaret Dolan addressed the current
racial tension in local communities and
nationwide. “We condemn all acts of
racism, anti-Semitism, bigotry, and ex-
pressions of hatred,” she said.

Dr. Dolan discussed the ways in which
the district addresses diversity and preju-
dice. The district examined classroom
libraries and will purchase books to
provide a “richer and more diverse
experience,” the superintendent said.

She referenced the new social stud-
ies elective, “Power, Privilege, and
Imbalance in America,” which will be
available in the fall to Westfield High
School (WHS) juniors and seniors, as
well as other curriculum components
already in place. These are available on
the district’s website on the curriculum
department’s page.

Earlier this year, the district began

“No Place for Hate” committees at the
two intermediate schools and the high
school. There also are resources on the
district’s website to engage children
and families in discussion about preju-
dice, diversity and human rights and
help students to “speak up against hate,”
Dr. Dolan said.

Board President Peggy Oster said
she would like the board to host a
workshop to look at curriculum, listen
to community members, and continue
to learn and change.

Board member Gretchan Ohlig said
she attended the peaceful protest orga-
nized by Westfield High School (WHS)
students Sunday in Mindowaskin Park.
She said she saw “an incredible display
of bravery” and “was impressed with
their eloquence.” Ms. Ohlig said that as
a board member, it was hard to hear
what some of the students said, but “we
have to accept their experience as true.”
Board member Brendan Galligan sug-
gested including some of the students in

Cranford to Open One Pool
Facility for Summer

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township com-
mittee announced that Cranford will
open one of its two community pools
for the summer 2020 season at Monday
night’s workshop session. Orange Av-
enue Pool is slated to open on Monday,
June 22, in accordance with Governor
Phil Murphy’s timeline.

Deputy Mayor Kathleen Miller-
Prunty said Orange Avenue was chosen
over the Centennial Avenue facility due
to Orange’s size. Costly but necessary
repairs and updates to the Centennial
location also played a part in the deci-
sion. Steve Robertazzi, the township’s
director of parks and recreation, said
approximately 75 percent of typical
membership is needed to keep the pool
financially stable for the season. He
suggested operating the pool for longer
hours to help accommodate smaller
crowds to ensure social distancing. Mr.
Robertazzi also said it was unlikely the
pool would run extra programs such as
swim team, birthday parties, adult exer-
cise classes or swim lessons, which also
would mean lost revenue.

Governor Murphy announced on
Tuesday that pool facilities are limited
to 50-percent occupancy. In a letter to
the residents on Tuesday, the pool util-
ity advisory committee outlined other
restrictions and regulations that would
apply to the 2020 summer season, in-
cluding: no pool toys (noodles,
kickboards, etc.), members must bring
their own chairs, and membership will
be limited to Cranford residents. At the
workshop meeting the previous evening,

Mr. Robertazzi said he believes the
snack stand will be able to open with
some changes, but no guidelines have
been announced. Depending on mem-
bership rates and pool attendance, Mr.
Robertazzi also said he may consider
allowing Cranford residents to purchase
weekly or daily guest passes a bit later
in the summer.

Mr. Robertazzi also said that parks
and recreation camps were unlikely to
open this summer as there are too many
variables involved in keeping children
and counselors safe. With schools be-
ing closed for cleaning, the bathrooms
at local schools such as Brookside Place
and Orange Avenue would be inacces-
sible. Mr. Robertazzi said that would
mean renting port-a-potties and hand-
wash stations, which would be difficult
due to water access in the parks. Also,
playground equipment is still closed
due to COVID-19.

In other business, a resident spoke up
against a private Facebook group called
“Cranford Uncensored” for
cyberbullying, hate speech and racism.
Sophia Elkhoury said cyberbullying is
defined as “using the computer or other
electronic devices to intimidate, threaten
or humiliate” people. Ms. Elkhoury

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6


