
Page 2  Thursday, June 4, 2020 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A GALE FORCE MEDIA, L.L.C. PUBLICATION

RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.

"40+ Years Experience"

CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer

Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor
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• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases

• Civil Litigation • Business Disputes

53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090

(908) 232-8787
kaplowlaw@aol.com     richardjkaplow.com

ATTENTION PARENTS

& GRANDPARENTS

Send well wishes and a photo

of your graduating senior to be

included in our Graduation Issue

on Thursday, June 18th

Fill out and submit the form on our website:

www.goleader.com/form/paid_photo

It’s Graduation Time!

Photos Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
DONATING FACEMASKS...Union County Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella and Freeholders Sergio Granados, Angela Garretson, Bette Jane
Kowalski, Andrea Staten, Chris Hudak and Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded, Sheriff
Peter Corvelli and Clerk of the Board Jim Pellettiere delivered face masks on
Thursday to elected officials in Cranford, Garwood and Westfield to be distrib-
uted to county residents in each municipality. The face masks were part of a total
of 100,000 the county had purchased to be distributed to its residents.

Westfield High School Honors Four
Award-Winning Teachers for Excellence

WESTFIELD — Four teachers
have been honored by the Westfield
High School community with awards
of excellence. At virtual announce-
ments to staff and students on May 13
to 14, Principal Mary Asfendis named
the award winners, who were nomi-
nated by students, staff and parents at
the school.

Science teacher Suzanne Glynn is
the recipient of the Distinguished
Teacher of the Year Award, estab-
lished to annually recognize a teacher
who, through both excellence in teach-
ing and a demonstrated commitment
to intellectual pursuits beyond the
classroom, serves as a model and
inspiration to the high-school com-
munity. Those who nominated Mrs.
Glynn say “the time, effort, and care
she puts into her classes” and her
obvious love of “every aspect of chem-
istry” makes her deserving of the
award. “Her excitement is infectious
as I have never seen anyone leave
chemistry without a smile,” one stu-
dent nominator says. “Mrs. Glynn
answers all of our questions and we
have the best class discussions.”

The Above and Beyond Award rec-
ognizes a teacher or counselor who
has made a difference in the life of a
struggling child either socially, emo-
tionally or academically. This year’s
recipient is special education teacher
Lillian (Gail) Alston who is lauded as
an educator who believes in her stu-
dents and encourages them to follow
their interests. “From the time I started
in her earth science class, she always
encouraged me to pursue my interest
in science and animals,” says a stu-
dent nominator. “Her class always
made my day and helped me get
through my first year of high school.”

Mathematics/Project ‘79 teacher
Louis DeAngelo received the Parent-
Teacher-Student Organization
(PTSO) Teacher of the Year Award,
which annually recognizes a teacher
who is encouraging and motivating,
is a good role model, and shows re-
spects for co-workers, students and
parents. Mr. DeAngelo, who also
serves as advisor to the Robotics Club,
is applauded by those who nominated
him for his “infinite patience,” “end-
less energy,” and for teaching stu-
dents to be leaders. “He is completely
devoted to teaching and to the stu-
dents,” says one nominator.

For providing extra support for
struggling students and for “checking
in on his students to make sure their
academic and personal lives are go-
ing well,” mathematics teacher Mat-

 Suzanne Glynn

Lillian (Gail) Alston

Louis DeAngelo

Matthew Gironda

thew Gironda was honored with the
Robert and Linda Foose Memorial
Award, named for a former principal
and teacher. “In addition, Mr. Gironda
has prepared full-hour virtual lessons
while we are on home instruction due
to COVID-19,” says a student nomi-
nator. “I was super nervous about
falling behind in the class, but he has
prepared lessons and notes to share
with the class that have made us feel
a lot more prepared and confident.”

“We are grateful for all of the nomi-
nations that recognize our amazing
teachers and staff for all they do to
promote a positive learning environ-
ment. The four teachers were selected
for the impact they make in students’
lives, both in and outside the class-
room,” says Ms. Asfendis. “I am proud
to work with these phenomenal edu-
cators who are passionate, dedicated
and inspiring to their students. They
are all well-deserving of their respec-
tive awards.”

The awardees will be honored by
the Westfield Board of Education at a
virtual public meeting on Tuesday,
June 9 at 7 p.m. Instructions on how
to access the virtual board meeting
can be found on the district website at
www.westfieldnjk12.org under the
Board tab.

County Cancels
July 4th Fireworks

WESTFIELD — Union County has
announced that due to COVID-19
coronavirus protocols, Independence
Day fireworks scheduled to take place
in Union County parks will be can-
celled for this year. This includes
Plainfield’s Cedar Brook Park on July
4, Cranford’s Nomahegan Park on
July 2 with firecracker fun run on July
4, Rahway Park in Rahway on July 3
as well as Springfield’s fireworks in
Meisel Park on July 4.

Bramnick: Orders Are
Micromanaging Docs
TRENTON — Assembly Republi-

can Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) said that execu-
tive orders by Governor Phil Murphy
should not replace the opinions of
doctors on how to provide quality
health care to their patients.

 “Executive orders by the Murphy
administration are micromanaging
the practice of medicine and den-
tistry, substituting the judgment of
surgeons with rules written by Tren-
ton lawyers,” Mr. Bramnick said.
“Surgeons and dentists are trained
licensed professionals who need to
make the decisions on how to keep
people safe. Micromanaging doc-
tors and dentists with executive or-
ders drafted overnight by Statehouse
lawyers is inconsistent with good
medical practice.”

Mr. Bramnick said that due to what
he termed the lack of transparency
from the Murphy administration, he
began holding online hearings on New
Jersey’s reopening process on Mon-
day via Facebook to hear from doc-
tors on restarting of elective proce-
dures.

STUDENTS CHANGE HUNGER...Westfield High School (WHS) students came in
second place in the Students Change Hunger campaign after they collected 4,093
pounds of food to be donated to the Community Food Bank of New Jersey, which
provided over 3,400 meals to fellow neighbors in need throughout the state. The
campaign raised 35,758 pounds and $6,266 in total. Pictured, from left to right, are:
back row, WHS Assistant Principal James DeSarno, Demi Tsavekou, Ava Paul, Zoe
Tedeschi, Jason Model, Alissa Witzel, Maddie Mcdevitt, Jack Cioffi; front row,
Jack McCue, Brendan Basile, Conner Loggie, Alex Tilyou, Paul Tilyou, Owen Paul,
and CJ Dencker. Not pictured are Mady Cohen and Will Litchholt.
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MVC Closures
Extended Until June 8
TRENTON — New Jersey Motor

Vehicle Commission Chief Admin-
istrator Sue Fulton has announced
that all agency, road testing, and
inspections facilities will remain
closed until at least Monday, June
8. The closures are part of the
Murphy Administration’s ongoing
efforts to mitigate the spread of
COVID-19. Governor Phil Murphy
announced that MVC facilities are
included in phase 2 of reopening
the state, but no date was given as
the state Department of Health will
be issuing additional guidance later
this week.

Many MVC customer functions can
be completed through the
Commission’s online services, which
remain operational “24/7” and have
been expanded. Most renewals of
driver licenses, non-driver IDs, and
registrations – including, for the first
time, some commercial registrations
– can be processed online at
NJMVC.gov. Customers can also
change their address, pay fees, and
access other services online.

Drivers who have been notified of
suspension for failure to maintain in-
surance may get more information by
emailing UM.info@mvc.nj.gov.
Other drivers who believe they are
eligible for restoration should email
Suspension.Info@mvc.nj.gov.

Murphy, Oliver Announce
Rental Assistance for COVID

TRENTON, NJ — As part of the
Murphy administration’s overall re-
sponse to assist New Jersey residents
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic,
Governor Phil Murphy and Lieuten-
ant Governor Shelia Oliver have an-
nounced the COVID-19 Short-Term
Rental Assistance Program will pro-
vide rental assistance to low- and
moderate-income households that
have had a substantial reduction in
income as a result of the pandemic,
including those who are homeless or
at risk of homelessness, according to
a state Department of Community
Affairs (DCA) press release.

“This program will provide at least
$100 million in housing relief for
low- and moderate-income families
who need it most. We’ll continue
working closely with our legislative
and community-based partners to fur-
ther strengthen protections for ten-
ants,” Gov. Murphy said.

The program will open for applica-
tions in July and begin paying rental
assistance in September. Qualifying
households will be expected to pay
30 percent of their income toward
rent, and the program would pay the
remainder of their rent up to the DCA
fair-market rent payment standard.
At the three-month mark, the house-
hold budget will be reviewed to de-
termine if assistance is still needed.
Assistance that is no longer required
will be used to serve additional fami-
lies.

“In addition to the new program,

DCA is also urging households in
need to apply for the Low Income
Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP), which helps people pay
for their home-energy bills. With ad-
ditional funding through the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Eco-
nomic Security (CARES) Act, New
Jersey is able to help even more fami-
lies cover their rent and energy ex-
penses through this crisis,” said Lt.
Governor Oliver, who serves as DCA
commissioner.

Households may qualify for the
lottery-based system on the follow-
ing eligibility requirements: Must be
a New Jersey resident, have a maxi-
mum income up to 80 percent of area
median income (AMI); current in their
rental payments as of March 1, 2020;
provide proof of impact of COVID-
19 beginning on March 9, 2020 such
as layoff, reduced work hours, unpaid
leave to take care of children due to
school and daycare closures, and/or
need to self-quarantine for 14 days
resulted in a loss of income.

The COVID-19 Short-Term Rental
Assistance Program website will
launch on Monday, June 15.

As part of the landlord contract,
DCA will encourage landlords to
agree to a reasonable payment plan
for any rent arrearages, not to evict
for any arrearages accumulated prior
to the start of temporary rental assis-
tance, and not to evict due to unpaid
rent for six months after the end of
assistance, according to the release.

County Receives 600 Trees
From Christmas Tree Shops
COUNTY — The County of Union

has received a donation of 600 live
arborvitae trees from the Christmas
Tree Shops to be distributed through-
out county parks and other areas.

“The Freeholder Board would like
to thank the Christmas Tree Shops for
their generous donation of arborvitae
trees,” Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said. “These
trees are beneficial to residents, the
environment, and the wildlife that
calls this county home.”

Trees will be planted in various
areas throughout Union County, in-
cluding Conant Park in Hillside,
Wheeler Park in Linden, Echo Lake
Park in Mountainside, Green Brook
Park in Plainfield, and Rahway River
Park in Rahway.

The arborvitae tree is a type of
evergreen that keeps its foliage all
year round. Arborvitae trees have
many benefits but are commonly used
to create privacy fences due to their
extreme height, sometimes growing
as fast as three feet per year. Once

mature these trees can grow as tall as
60 feet.

Arborvitae trees also provide rest-
ing space for birds as well as a food
source through seeds for animals such
as rabbits, birds, squirrels, and deer.

TREE-LINED PARKS...The County of
Union has received a donation of 600
live arborvitae trees from the Christmas
Tree Shops to be distributed through-
out county parks and other areas.

Malinowski Calls on House
To Provide Aid to States

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Tom Malinowski (D-7th,
Somerville) spoke on the House Floor
last week to call on Congress to pro-
vide direct federal aid to state and
local governments as per the $3-
trilliom Health and Economic Re-
covery Ominibus Emergency Solu-
tions, known as the HEROES act,
legislation passed by the House last
month.

The legislation provides emergency
supplemental appropriations to fed-
eral agencies; payments and other as-
sistance to state and local governments;
additional direct payments of up to
$1,200 per individual; expands paid
sick days, family and medical leave,
unemployment compensation, nutri-
tion and food assistance programs,
housing assistance, and payments to
farmers; modifies and expands the
Paycheck Protection Program.

The HEROES Act also provides
loans and grants to small businesses
and nonprofit organizations; estab-
lishes a fund to award grants for em-
ployers to provide pandemic premium
pay for essential workers; expands
several tax credits and deductions;
provides funding and establishes re-
quirements for COVID-19 testing and
contact tracing; eliminates cost-shar-
ing for COVID-19 treatments; ex-
tends and expands the moratorium on
certain evictions and foreclosures; and
requires employers to develop and
implement infectious disease expo-
sure control plans.

“The administration’s plan for test-

ing (for COVID-19), which we just
received, basically states to the states
around our country, ‘Oh yeah, we’ll
give you some supplies but other-
wise, you’re on your own.’ It is a
shameful abdication of
responsibility...We are on our own in
New Jersey, in Michigan, in Ohio, in
California, so let’s at least give our
state and local governments the re-
sources they need to bear this burden
that our national government will
not.”

He said the HEROES Act approved
by the House and now before the U.S.
Senate would provide $75 billion to
help states conduct the testing and
contact tracing “that we need if we
want to go back to work and school
safely.”

“The HEROES Act also provides
the funding our state and local gov-
ernments have been pleading for to
make up for revenues lost because
of coronavirus,” he said. “I repre-
sent 75 small towns. We have more
Republican mayors in those towns
than Democrats, but this is not par-
tisan in my district. Every one of
them would rather spend money to
pay our cops, and our firefighters,
and our teachers to do their jobs
than spend money to pay for their
unemployment.”

“If the Senate has a better plan,
then let’s hear it. Let’s negotiate. Let’s
find our common ground. Otherwise,
let’s send it to the President and get
this job done,” the Congressman con-
cluded in its comments.

House Passes PPP Flex Act
To Help Small Businesses

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
House of Representatives last
Thursday passed the Paycheck Pro-
tection Program Flexibility Act, a
bipartisan bill to provide needed
flexibility for small business own-
ers amid the COVID-19
coronavirus health and economic
crisis .  Congressman Tom
Malinowski (D-7th, Somerville)
co-sponsored the bill.

The Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram (PPP) has helped over
130,000 small businesses in New
Jersey and their employees to sur-
vive the current crisis, the Con-
gressman said. In the months since
it was created, however, he said it
has become clear that it is not work-
ing for everyone, and that adjust-
ments are needed to enable small
businesses to cover necessary ex-
penses and to give them time to
bring employees back.

According to a press release from
Mr. Malinowski, the PPP Flexibil-
ity Act improves the program by
allowing forgiveness for expenses
beyond the eight-week covered pe-

riod to 24 weeks and extending the
rehiring deadline; increasing the
current limitation on non-payroll
expenses (such as rent, utility pay-
ments and mortgage interest) for
loan forgiveness from 25 to 40 per-
cent; extending the program from
June 30 to December 31; extending
loan terms from two to five years;
and ensuring full access to payroll
tax deferment for businesses that
take PPP loans.

“The PPP program has been a life-
line for small businesses in my dis-
trict,” Congressman Malinowski
said. “By increasing flexibility for
borrowers and giving them more time
to get back to normal, we will help
our local businesses weather the
storm.”
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