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County Freeholders Approve
Election-Related Contracts

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UNSEASONABLE WEATHER...Walkers take advantage of Sunday’s mild weather for January to take a stroll at
Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

Courtesy of County of Union
COME TO YOUR CENSUS 2020...The Union County Freeholder Board last
week announced that the winning slogan for a countywide 2020 Census campaign
spearheaded by high school students is “It Makes Sense to…Come to Your
CENSUS 2020.” The winning slogan was created by the “Red” team, an 18-
member group of students from 18 different high schools who participated in
Union County’s annual UC-STEP youth leadership conference in December.
Representatives from the Red Team, above, were presented with a resolution
from the Freeholder Board last Thursday for winning the UC-STEP Summit.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Deana Mesaros from the Union County Office
of Business Development, Freeholder Chairman Alexander Mirabella, Free-
holder Angela Garretson and Deputy County Manager Amy Wagner.

Board OKs Renovation, Reconfig.
Of Building at Park and Bartle

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board on Monday gave its
approval to an application to reno-
vate and reconfigure an existing
second-floor apartment located in
a building in the center of the down-
town, but conditioned it on the ap-
plicant consulting with the board’s
architectural review committee to
ensure that proposed exterior work
on the building will conform with
the coming downtown redevelop-
ment plans.

Beacon 393 Park LLC will con-
vert a large apartment on the second
floor of the building at the corner of

Park Avenue and Bartle Avenue into
two two-bedroom units, with one
apartment in the front and one in the
rear, according to design profes-
sional Kenneth Anness. He told the
board that new vinyl siding would
be put on the exterior of the build-
ing, which houses an office on the
ground floor.

That led to concerns from board
members as well as board planner
Michael Mistretta about how the vi-
nyl-sided exterior of the building
would fit with the overall design plans
for the coming downtown redevelop-
ment that will encompass new apart-
ment buildings, commercial space and
parking facilities on four township- CONTINUED ON PAGE 8CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

owned properties, including the park-
ing lot adjacent to the building in
question.

Mr. Mistretta pronounced himself
“disappointed” with the planned new
vinyl siding idea, saying he was “hop-
ing for a lot more” given the building’s
“prominent location” in the center of
the downtown. He said the plan for
the building’s exterior, specifically
the vinyl siding, “goes against the
grain of what we’re trying to do” in
the downtown.

Board Chairman Joseph Doyle re-
quested that the applicant meet with
members of the board’s architec-
tural review committee to come up

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — With the election sea-
son about to ramp up, the Union
County freeholders last Thursday
approved three election-related con-
tracts totaling $2.8 million. All con-
tracts are for two years.

The largest, $1,960,697, extends
the contract issued in 2017 to Royal
Printing Services of West New York,
N.J., for another 24 months begin-
ning February 1, 2020 and running
through January 31, 2022. Royal will
print the county’s Primary sample
ballots, emergency ballots, tally sheets
and official voting machine setup for

the 2020 and 2021 Primary and Gen-
eral Elections as well as for special
elections.

Full Service Mailers of
Hackensack, which provides elec-
tion and fulfillment services, was
given a $208,713 contract for the
same time frame. In addition, B&B
Press Inc., of Lebanon, N.J., was
given a $614,549 contract to pro-
vide print services for mail-in and
provisional ballots, also for the same
time period.

The board also approved a $6.9-
million contract for the 2020 road
resurfacing project to Smith-Sondy
Asphalt Construction Company, Inc.,

of Wallington. The resurfacing con-
tract is funded by the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation.

In addition, a $284,739 engineering
contract was awarded to LCA Engi-
neering, LLC, of Union, to provide
design, construction administration
and inspection services for the 2021
road resurfacing project.

The board approved a resolution to
the law firm of Kologi Simitz of Lin-
den in a lawsuit filed against the county
by Emmanuel Mervilus, who spent
three years in prison for first degree
robbery before being granted a new
trial after a New Jersey Appellate Court
reversed his conviction, according to
published reports.

The appeals court ruled that the per-
son administering a polygraph to
Mervilus had given improper testi-
mony at Mervilus’ trial, according to
an nj.com report. The robbery took
place in October 2006, with his trial
and conviction occurring in February
2008. He was sentenced to 11 years in
prison. He was acquitted at his retrial
in 2011.

Thursday’s approved resolution in-
creased the amount to Kologi Simitz
by $15,000 to $70,000. The firm is
representing Edward Benenati, an
Elizabeth police officer.

Members of the Union County Po-
lice Department, including former
police chief Daniel Vaniska, as well as
members of the Elizabeth Police De-
partment, are among defendants in the
case.

During public comments, Charlotte
Galla commented on her efforts to
lobby for “community cats” legisla-
tion to control the overpopulation of
cats due to abandoned and/or stray
cats.

Known as the “Cat Lady of New
Jersey,” she said Union County needs
a professional trapper which would
help save money while also leading to
improved record keeping. She also
asked the board to consider establish-
ing a community cat committee to help
address community sick cats that need
to go to veterinarians.

“Feral cats are known as community

FIRST BABY OF 2020...The Westfield 300 Committee has welcomed Jacob
Henry Cohen as the First Westfield Baby of 2020. Jacob, along with his parents,
Matthew and Samantha, and big sister, Eliana, was visited by Mayor Shelley
Brindle and presented with a special commemorative gift basket to recognize the
occasion. Jacob, who was born on January 2, will be included in the historical
documentation for the Westfield 300 activities as the town celebrates the 300th
anniversary of its settlement throughout 2020. Please see story on page 8.

UNICO HONOREE...Greater Westfield UNICO participated in the District X
Americanism Awards Dinner at Somerville Elks on January 21. Westfield’s
recipient was Brigadier General Edward Chrystal, Land Component Com-
mander, New Jersey National Guard. Pictured, from left to right, are: National
President Dr. Frank DeFrank, District Governor Anthony Bengivenga, Chapter
President Richard Esposito, General Chrystal, Robert J. Tarte, trustee, UNICO
Foundation Inc., and Ralph Contini, second vice-president, UNICO National.
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Sports -- Blue Devil Swim Boys
Outlast Bergen Catholic, 89-81; Blue
Devils Jar Rahway in Mat Show-
down, 45-24; #2 IHA Swim Girls
Defeat Blue Devils, 94-76; Vikings

Invade SPF Domain in 45-24 Hoops
Victory; Cougars Topple Highland-
ers, Cardinal Matmen; Blue Devils
Outpace Cougars in Girls Basketball,
60-43; High School Sport Shorts.

Arrests Made In Dec. 15
QuickChek Robbery

CRANFORD — The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office (UCPO) has an-
nounced the arrests of three men in
connection with a December 15, 2019
armed robbery of the newly-opened
QuickChek, located at 370 North
Avenue, Cranford.

Among the evidence recovered was
a handgun matching the weapon used
during the robbery, according to a
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
press release. As a result, the three
people arrested have been charged
with first-degree armed robbery and
weapons offenses. They have been
identified as Wiggins J. Cadet, 22, of
Elizabeth, Zyquan S. McCray, 21, of
Linden, and Khalil H. Brown, 20, of
Roselle.

According to published reports,
two of the suspects approached the
attendant at the QuickCheck on
North Avenue near the Garden State
Parkway and took an unknown
amount of cash after brandishing a
weapon at around 1:50 a.m.

“The Intelligence-Driven Prosecu-
tion Unit, one of the newly created
units which make up the (newly cre-
ated) Major Crimes Division, as-
sisted the Cranford Police Depart-
ment in bringing an armed robbery
investigation to a successful conclu-
sion. Thursday, in the early morning
hours, personnel from the Major
Crimes Division, Union County
SWAT, and the Cranford and Linden

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Garwood Council OKs
New Public Info. Officer

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The borough coun-
cil voted 5 to 1 last Thursday to ap-
point Amefika Gray to the newly-cre-
ated position of public information
officer. Garwood joins Westfield, Sum-
mit and Union among towns that have
similar positions.

Councilman Richard McCormack
cast the lone dissenting vote. He said
his vote was based on why the position
was created and not to oppose the
hiring of Ms. Gray specifically.

Mayor Sara Todisco said the public
information officer will be responsible
for dealing with the borough’s social
media outreach and assisting in a pub-
lic relations capacity.

“The position started at $2,500 and
immediately went to four grand,” said
Councilman McCormack, referring to
the public information officer’s an-
nual compensation.

Resident Ileen Cuccaro, a former
councilwoman, said the public infor-
mation officer’s outlined duties were
previously performed by borough
employees without extra compensa-
tion.

“This previously was not a paid po-
sition. Why it being paid now?” asked
Ms. Cuccaro describing the borough
website’s maintenance.

Currently, the borough website is
solely maintained by Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma.

She added that Ms. Gray will be
responsible for maintaining the
borough’s website and maintaining the
borough’s social media pages, amongst
other public relations-related tasks.

“It is a responsibility I have under-

taken for the last 15 plus years. It’s
gotten so beyond me. The technol-
ogy; I do the best I can,” Ms. Ariemma
said.

Councilman McCormack stated
that existing “community” social
media pages allow residents to re-
main informed while expressing opin-
ions without the borough having to
pay a part-time employee.

“I can go on social media all day
long and find out what’s going on
with Garwood,” Councilman
McCormack said.

Mayor Todisco said the public in-
formation officer is a response to the
public’s “ever growing demands,”
particularly with social media com-
munication.

“It makes sense to bring someone
on board at this rate,” Mayor Todisco
said.

Ms. Cuccaro said the public infor-
mation officer position pays an indi-
vidual $4,000 annually to maintain
several web pages, which are main-
tained, “by somebody whose already
there.”

“I’m not in favor of this. I think
Garwood is moving in the right direc-
tion without this position,” said Coun-
cilman McCormack, commenting on
the public information officer posi-
tion.

Mayor Todisco said every com-
ment posted on a Garwood Facebook
page must be properly archived by
the borough. She said the public in-
formation officer will help maintain
the borough’s website after Ms.
Ariemma’s retirement in 20 months.

The mayor said the borough will
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8


