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FIRST BABY OF 2020...The Westfield 300 Committee has welcomed Jacob
Henry Cohen as the First Westfield Baby of 2020. Jacob, along with parents,
Matthew and Samantha, and big sister, Eliana, was visited by Mayor Shelley
Brindle and presented with a special commemorative gift basket to recognize the
occasion. Jacob, who was born on January 2, will be included in the historical
documentation for the Westfield 300 activities as the town celebrates the 300th
anniversary of its settlement throughout 2020. Please see story on page 8.

County Freeholders Approve
Election-Related Contracts

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — With the election sea-
son about to ramp up, the Union
County freeholders last Thursday
approved three election-related con-
tracts totaling $2.8 million. All con-
tracts are for two years.

The largest, $1,960,697, extends
the contract issued in 2017 to Royal
Printing Services of West New York,
N.J., for another 24 months begin-
ning February 1, 2020 and running
through January 31, 2022. Royal will
print the county’s Primary sample
ballots, emergency ballots, tally sheets
and official voting machine setup for
the 2020 and 2021 Primary and Gen-
eral Elections as well as for special
elections.

Full Service Mailers of
Hackensack, which provides election
and fulfillment services, was given a
$208,713 contract for the same time
frame. In addition, B&B Press Inc.,
of Lebanon, N.J., was given a
$614,549 contract to provide print
services for mail-in and provisional
ballots, also for the same time period.

The board also approved a $6.9-
million contract for the 2020 road
resurfacing project to Smith-Sondy
Asphalt Construction Company, Inc.,
of Wallington. The resurfacing con-
tract is funded by the New Jersey
Department of Transportation.

In addition, a $284,739 engineer-
ing contract was awarded to LCA
Engineering, LLC, of Union, to pro-
vide design, construction administra-
tion and inspection services for the
2021 road resurfacing project.

The board approved a resolution to
the law firm of Kologi Simitz of Lin-
den in a lawsuit filed against the county
by Emmanuel Mervilus, who spent
three years in prison for first degree
robbery before being granted a new
trial after a New Jersey Appellate
Court reversed his conviction, ac-
cording to published reports.

The appeals court ruled that the
person administering a polygraph to
Mervilus had given improper testi-
mony at Mervilus’ trial, according to

an nj.com report. The robbery took
place in October 2006, with his trial
and conviction occurring in February
2008. He was sentenced to 11 years in
prison. He was acquitted at his retrial
in 2011.

Thursday’s approved resolution
increased the amount to Kologi Simitz
by $15,000 to $70,000. The firm is
representing Edward Benenati, an
Elizabeth police officer.

Members of the Union County Po-
lice Department, including former
police chief Daniel Vaniska, as well
as members of the Elizabeth Police
Department, are among defendants
in the case.

During public comments, Charlotte
Galla commented on her efforts to
lobby for “community cats” legisla-
tion to control the overpopulation of
cats due to abandoned and/or stray
cats.

Known as the “Cat Lady of New
Jersey,” she said Union County needs
a professional trapper which would
help save money while also leading to
improved record keeping. She also
asked the board to consider establish-
ing a community cat committee to
help address community sick cats that
need to go to veterinarians.

“Feral cats are known as commu-
nity cats because they live outdoors
and are not owned by anyone but may
be cared for by members of the com-
munity,” according to language in
legislation known as the “Compas-
sion for Community Cats Law,” spon-
sored last year by state Senator Brian
Stack (D-33rd, Jersey City.)

“Trap, neuter, vaccinate and re-
turn, also known as TNVR, is the
most effective, compassionate, and
humane method of managing these
populations of community cats,” ac-
cording to the bill, which has yet to be
reintroduced in the current Legisla-
tive session.

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said the county is working on a reso-
lution on community cats.

“We are going to be encouraging
all the municipalities to join us in
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A MILD JANUARY...Walkers take advantage of Sunday’s mild weather for
January to take a stroll at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.
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Sports -- Blue Devil Swim Boys
Outlast Bergen Catholic, 89-81; Blue
Devils Jar Rahway in Mat Show-
down, 45-24; #2 IHA Swim Girls
Defeat Blue Devils, 94-76; Vikings

Invade SPF Domain in 45-24 Hoops
Victory; Cougars Topple Highland-
ers, Cardinal Matmen; Blue Devils
Outpace Cougars in Girls Basketball,
60-43; High School Sport Shorts.
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Arrests Made In Dec. 15
QuickChek Robbery

UNICO HONOREE...Greater Westfield UNICO participated in the District X
Americanism Awards Dinner at Somerville Elks on January 21. Westfield’s
recipient was Brigadier General Edward Chrystal, Land Component Com-
mander, New Jersey National Guard. Pictured, from left to right, are: National
President Dr. Frank DeFrank, District Governor Anthony Bengivenga, Chapter
President Richard Esposito, General Chrystal, Robert J. Tarte, trustee, UNICO
Foundation Inc., and Ralph Contini, second vice-president, UNICO National.

CRANFORD — The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office (UCPO) has an-
nounced the arrests of three men in
connection with a December 15, 2019
armed robbery of the newly-opened
QuickChek, located at 370 North
Avenue, Cranford.

Among the evidence recovered was
a handgun matching the weapon used
during the robbery, according to a
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
press release. As a result, the three
people arrested have been charged
with first-degree armed robbery and
weapons offenses. They have been
identified as Wiggins J. Cadet, 22, of
Elizabeth, Zyquan S. McCray, 21, of
Linden, and Khalil H. Brown, 20, of
Roselle.

According to published reports, two
of the suspects approached the atten-
dant at the QuickCheck on North
Avenue near the Garden State Park-
way and took an unknown amount of
cash after brandishing a weapon at
around 1:50 a.m.

“The Intelligence-Driven Prosecu-
tion Unit, one of the newly created
units which make up the (newly cre-
ated) Major Crimes Division, assisted
the Cranford Police Department in
bringing an armed robbery investiga-
tion to a successful conclusion. Thurs-
day, in the early morning hours, per-
sonnel from the Major Crimes Divi-
sion, Union County SWAT, and the
Cranford and Linden Police Depart-

Experts Dismiss Alternate Sites
For Proposed Cell Tower at UCC

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Gregory Meese,
attorney for the applicants for the
proposed cell monopole at Union
County College (UCC), addressed
the Cranford Board of Adjustment
Monday regarding a few of the alter-

nate sites proposed by residents at the
last meeting.

He said state Green Acres space,
such as county parks, cannot be used
for cell towers unless there is no other
“feasible option” available, which he
said there is at UCC. Christine Daly,
board vice-chairperson, asked if lo-
cal zoning ordinances qualify as des-
ignating a space as non-viable and
Mr. Meese said they do not. Also
researched since the last meeting was
the suggested location of the Union
County Police site on nearby
Kenilworth Boulevard. Glenn
Pierson, radio frequency expert for
the applicants, said that site is 30 feet
lower in elevation than the proposed
site and therefore the pole would have
to be adjusted accordingly and that its
location is approximately three-quar-
ters of a mile from the UCC library

and would not reach far enough to the
rear of the college or gap area at-
tempting to be covered with the tower.

Residents also questioned whether
existing towers can be adjusted to
cover the gaps, rather than build this
new monopole. Mr. Pierson said that
those towers would need to be ex-
tended to 200 feet, which would then
need other modifications to meet Fed-
eral Aviation Administration guide-
lines.

The board’s radio frequency ex-
pert, Bruce Eisenstein, Ph.D., who is,
as he said, “neither an advocate or an
opponent,” agreed with Mr. Pierson’s
assessment of the modifications
needed if that was an option. “Engi-
neering is there to solve problems,”
said Mr. Eisenstein, and therefore
could probably adjust those towers.
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School’s Blue Ribbon Status
Recognized by Town Council

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Washington El-
ementary School Principal Andrew
Perry received a proclamation Tues-
day from Mayor Shelley Brindle rec-
ognizing Washington Elementary for
being named one of nine schools in
the state in 2019 as a National Blue
Ribbon School. Mr. Perry touted at
the town council meeting that Wash-
ington School was selected for its
high student achievement — scoring
96 percent for fourth-grade language
arts, compared to 57 percent in the
state, and 98 percent for fourth-grade
math, compared to 51 percent in the
state, and high student growth. The
town council chambers was packed
with students, parents, teachers and

faculty, along with Superintendent
Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., who all came
up to the podium for a picture.

Another proclamation was given
recognizing the Westfield Neighbor-
hood Council’s 50-year anniversary.
Aisha Quallis, Mary Withers and
Patricia Faggins were on hand to ac-
cept the proclamation.

Two ordinances were introduced at
the official meeting. The first would
allow the expansion of the board of
the district management corporation.
The council is looking to add four
members, Mayor Brindle had said at
the conference session held before
the official meeting. Also, an ordi-
nance to establish the Access and
Inclusivity Council was introduced.
Volunteers are being sought for the

council.
The town is seeking to have the

legislature form a commission to study
the Open Public Records Act (OPRA),
resulting in a reform of OPRA. The
town has seen OPRA requests and
their associated costs increase year
over year, citing it received 768 re-
quests in 2017, 987 in 2018 and 1,150
in 2019, according to the resolution.
Municipal attorney fees related to
OPRA requests increased $20,000 in
2019, the resolution states.

“They do become burdensome
sometimes,” Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said in the conference session.
While the “intent was a good one,”
Mayor Brindle said, referring to the
introduction of OPRA in 2002, she
said, “It is being abused...people are
getting lazy” and relying on the town
to gather information for them.

NV5 Engineering, a traffic con-
sultant, had its yearly contract re-
newed at $15,000.

Events in the town were approved
during the conference session. The
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), which facilitates the popular
Pizza Run every year, is considering
moving the run to a Monday night so
to alleviate traffic and disruptions to
local businesses, since many are
closed on Mondays, Councilwoman
Dawn Mackey said.

“Is the goal to not have it in the
downtown?” Councilman Michael
Dardia asked.

“The goal is to not impact busi-
nesses negatively,” Ms. Mackey re-
plied.

The Pizza Run has a new organizer
this year, Councilwoman Mackey
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
A NATIONAL BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL...Washington Elementary School Principal Andrew Perry received a proclama-
tion Tuesday from Mayor Shelley Brindle recognizing Washington School for being named one of nine schools in the state
in 2019 as a National Blue Ribbon School. The town council chambers was packed with students, parents, teachers and
faculty, along with Superintendent Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., who all came up to the podium for a picture. Mr. Perry touted
at the town council meeting that Washington School was selected for its high student achievement—scoring 96 percent for
fourth-grade language arts, compared to 57 percent in the state, and 98 percent for fourth-grade math, compared to 51
percent in the state, and high student growth.


