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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SPREADING DR. KING’S MESSAGE...The Westfield community attends Monday’s 33rd annual Dr. Martin Luther
King Day interfaith service at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield. The annual service followed the traditional march
from Westfield’s MLK Monument at the South Avenue traffic circle to the church.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING DR. KING...Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle and Con-
gressman Tom Malinowski (D-7th, Somerset) lead Westfield’s MLK Day March
on Monday. An interfaith service followed the march at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CRANFORD’S MLK DAY OF SERVICE...Crowds of children and adults fill  the
Cranford First Presbyterian Church gymnasium for its MLK Day of Service.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
BRIGHTENING SOMEONE’S DAY...Making someone’s day brighter with a
vase of flowers was the highlight of this station at the First Presbyterian Church
of Cranford’s MLK Day of Service on Monday.

Police Make Arrest In
November Theft of Vehicle

WESTFIELD — Westfield Po-
lice Chief Christopher Battiloro has
announced the arrest of Juan
Martinez, 35, of Newark for the
burglary and theft of a 2004 Ford F-
250 truck, which occurred during
the late evening hours on Novem-
ber 11, 2019, from a business lo-
cated on the 1200 block of West
South Avenue.

Martinez was arrested last Thurs-
day before dawn at a North Ward
residence in Newark by Westfield
Police Department Detectives Piotr
Wierzbicki and Robert Desiato, with
assistance from the New Jersey State
Police Fugitive Unit and the United
States Marshal’s New York/New Jer-
sey Regional Fugitive Task Force
Newark Division.

As a result of Detective
Wierzbicki’s investigative work,
Martinez was identified as the sus-
pect early on and a complaint warrant
charging him with the two, third-de-
gree crimes was issued last Novem-

ber. However, despite ongoing ardu-
ous efforts, Martinez was only just
recently located.

“We are putting all of our investiga-
tive resources into combating
Westfield’s persistent vehicle theft
problem,” Chief Battiloro said. “I thank
our law enforcement partners for their
assistance in locating this suspect.”

Chief Battiloro has repeatedly
stressed the police alone cannot sup-
press vehicle theft.

“Residents also have a role and
bear a responsibility,” he as-
serted. “They must lock their ve-
hicles and report any and all sus-
picious activity to the police im-
mediately.”

Martinez was processed at the
Westfield Police Department and
transported to the Union County
jail, where he will be held pending
a first appearance hearing before a
state Superior Court judge to deter-
mine if his pre-trial detention is
warranted.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Arbitrator Says BOE Had ‘Good
Cause’ to Fire Tamaques Teacher

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Frank Fuzy, III,
a former third-grade teacher at
Tamaques Elementary School in
Westfield, filed a federal lawsuit in
September against the Westfield
Board of Education (BOE), staff
members, teachers’ union and Su-
perintendent Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.,
following tenure charges. On De-
cember 16, an arbitrator for the New
Jersey Department of Education
ruled there was “good cause” to ter-
minate Mr. Fuzy, who had worked in
Westfield since 1995.

Derlys Gutierrez, special labor
counsel for the BOE, explained the
process of firing a tenured teacher at
the January 7 BOE meeting. She said,
“except for exceptional circum-

stances, the only way to terminate the
employment of a (tenured) teacher is
to bring tenure charges.” After charges
are filed, the teacher files a response,
and the board then votes whether to
send the charges to the state commis-
sioner of education, and the commis-
sioner then assigns an arbitrator, Ms.
Gutierrez explained.

Mr. Fuzy was suspended in Janu-
ary of 2018, due to a threatening
statement made against another em-
ployee, Superintendent Dolan said at
the board meeting. She also said he
has not taught in the district since that
time. After conducting an investiga-
tion, the board filed tenure charges in
December 2018 alleging Mr. Fuzy
engaged “in conduct unbecoming a
public employee and other just cause,”
according to the arbitrator’s report.

Six charges were brought against Mr.
Fuzy, three of which were dismissed.
According to the charges, Mr. Fuzy
created a threatening environment by
repeatedly discussing his ownership
of guns (including an AR-15) and his
height and weight and commenting to
an individual staff member in 2016,
“don’t be surprised if one day I come
back here and take care of some
people.”

According to testimony, the state-
ments about his stature and gun own-
ership began in response to an obser-
vation by the school’s principal, David
Duelks, wherein Mr. Deulks suggested
Mr. Fuzy observe some of his col-
leagues’ math lessons to help him
improve his teaching. After a follow-
up email from Mr. Duelks, Mr. Fuzy
emailed the Westfield Education As-
sociation president, Gail Alston, and
spoke to her on the phone a few days
later about feeling “harassed.” It was
during this conversation, Ms. Alston
said, Mr. Fuzy became angry and
repeatedly stated his height, weight
and how many firearms he owned.
While he acknowledges he repeat-
edly said, “I am 5’10.” I’m 210
pounds. I do own firearms and many
people take that the wrong way,” Mr.
Fuzy said he meant to illustrate the
point that people often misjudge him
because of those features. Other staff
members also said Mr. Fuzy told them
about his firearms and claimed he
told them he kept some in his car.

Tenure charges also claimed that
Mr. Fuzy would get angry with his
students and that he said, “what are
you, stupid?” when a student brought
him a T-shirt instead of paper towels
to clean up a spill.

Past classroom observations by
administrators have been positive.
In 2013, Mr. Fuzy was named the
New Jersey Agricultural Society’s
Teacher of the Year for his work on
the school garden. Former students,
parents and colleagues testified Mr.
Fuzy was a dedicated teacher who
“cares for his students.”

Arbitrator Joyce Klein said, “there
is no doubt that Mr. Fuzy is an effec-
tive teacher,” but she continued say-
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Officer Stivale Is WPD’s
First Female Lieutenant

Lieutenant Nicole Stivale

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Po-
lice Department (WPD) has an-
nounced the promotion of Officer
Nicole Stivale to the rank of lieuten-
ant, the first woman in department
history to achieve the rank.

Lieutenant  Stivale was appointed
to the WPD as a police officer on
January 17, 2005, and graduated
from the John H. Stamler Police
Academy of Union County on June
8, 2005 ranked first in her class of
52 recruits.

After initially serving in the Op-
erations (Patrol) Division as a pa-
trol officer, Lt. Stivale was later
assigned to the Administrative Ser-
vices Division, where she performed
a multitude of critical functions,
which included those of training
coordinator, police officer schedul-
ing system administrator, and cus-
todian of property and evidence.

Lt. Stivale was designated a
plainclothes officer on May 30,
2011, and was assigned to the In-
vestigative Division (Detective
Bureau) on January 14, 2014,
where she remained until her ap-
pointment to police sergeant on
July 1, 2015.

As a sergeant, Lt. Stivale served as
both a patrol supervisor and, as of
August 6, 2018, as a Detective Bu-
reau supervisor. She is a decorated
officer, having been awarded two
Command Citations, a Unit Citation
and the Hurricane Sandy Service
Award during her 15 years of com-
pleted service, according to a WPD
press release.

Lt. Stivale attended Saint Peter’s
College in Jersey City, where she
graduated in 2002 magna cum
laude with a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Criminal Justice. Prior to
her employment with the WPD,
she served as a police officer for
the United States Capitol Police
in Washington, D.C., from 2002
to 2004 and is a graduate of both
the Federal Law Enforcement
Training Center in Glynco, Ga.,
and the United States Capitol Po-
l ice  Training Academy in
Cheltenham, Md.

With this appointment,  Lt.
Stivale shall become not only the
first-ever female lieutenant but the
highest-ranking female officer in
the history of the department. She
will be assigned to the Operations
(Patrol) Division as a watch com-
mander, according to the release.

Parks Plan Calls for $41 Mil. In
Improvements Over 10 Years

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield has re-
leased the final draft of its parks and
recreation master plan report. The
report calls for the town to spend
upwards of $41 million over 10 years
to upgrade 12 parks. The report fol-
lowed multiple public workshops to
generate community input as well as
meetings with stakeholder groups,
including sports and community or-
ganizations, plus town administra-
tion and staff.

Plans call for $7.87 million in im-
provements at Tamaques Park, $6.5
million at Memorial Park, $3.5 mil-
lion at Edison Intermediate School,
and $1 million at Gumbert Park. A
total of $10.5 million in capital im-
provements would be made in the
first two years, $26.8 million in years

three to five, and $4.7 million in years
six through 10, according to the re-
port.

Among the highlights of the report
are recommendations to construct a
$2.9-million field house at Tamaques
Park for use for wrestling,
cheerleading, meeting space and stor-
age. In addition, a new restroom build-
ing would be constructed near an area
where picnic shelters are proposed.
Plans call for the renovation of a
restroom facility near Tamaques’ ten-
nis courts. In addition, disc golf would
be added to the park as well as two
pickleball courts, the latter of which
would be located near where a shuffle-
board area had been in the past.

A rental meeting facility also is
proposed at Tamaques with glass ga-
rage-style doors overlooking an ex-

isting pond. A secondary entrance
would be constructed on Lamberts
Mill Road along with expanded park-
ing.

A new restroom facility is proposed
at Houlihan/Sid Fay Field along with
an additional 77 parking spaces be-
yond the 121 currently available at
the park.

Playing fields at Memorial Park
would be upgraded to artificial turf,
with lighting at all existing diamond
fields, “with lining for one large or
two smaller multipurpose rectangu-
lar fields,” according to the report.
The report states the project would
cost $1.7 million.

Also, the west parking lot would be
regraded with islands removed in or-
der to accommodate the temporary

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
YOUNG ARTISTS...Bags were decorated and to be filled with everyday essen-
tials like soap, toothpaste, deodorant and toothbrushes and given to those in need
at local shelters during the MLK Day of Service in Cranford at the First
Presbyterian Church.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANNUAL BREAKFAST...The Westfield Community Center hosts the annual
MLK Day breakfast.

County to Complete Three
Turf Fields in 2020

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Three new turf fields
are projected to be opened by Union
County this year, Union County Free-
holder Chairman Alexander Mirabella
announced in his reorganization ad-
dress earlier this year.

The county is building a $10-mil-
lion athletic complex to be used by
Union County College teams as well
as organizations throughout the county.
Plans call for construction of a regula-
tion soccer/multi-purpose turf field;
400-meter, eight-lane track; press box;
bleachers; a 3,000-square-foot build-
ing; fencing; lighting; and a parking
area.

The Union County Improvement
Authority approved a $7.7-million con-
tract to Grade Construction last Sep-
tember for the project. UCC has com-
mitted $2 million for the project. The
New Jersey Green Acres Program is
providing another $2.25-million grant.

Sebastian D’Elia, a county spokes-
man, said emphasized that the new
field “is not just for them (UCC). It is
“open to all” county residents, he said.

He said the facility is expected to
open in the fall.

The county expects to open a new
turf field at Madison Avenue Park in
Rahway in the spring, Mr. D’Elia said.
The cost on that project is $3.4 mil-
lion.

The third turf project is to be located

at Snyder Avenue Field in Berkeley
Heights.

“We’re still in the (early) stage of
that project,” Mr. D’Elia said, noting
that the project has not gone out to bid
yet.

Other parks plans for 2020 noted by
Mr. Mirabella include creation of a
master plan for the Clark Reservoir,
acquired by the county several years
ago, and adapting the indoor riding
ring at the Watchung Stable to be wheel-
chair accessible.

“We will improve access to the in-
door riding ring at Watchung Stable
for people with disabilities, and we
will be reviewing signage at all of our
county parks to ensure that everyone
who comes to enjoy them feels at
home,” Mr. Mirabella said.

The county also acquired additional
open space adjacent Nomahegan Park
in Cranford last year, which will be
adjoined the park with the demolition
of a vacant dilapidated home on the
site.

The county also plans to establish a
working farm to be run by Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
students through a partnership with
the school.

“This new facility will provide many
new opportunities for hands-on learn-
ing, and connect our youth with im-
portant new trends in urban agricul-
ture and the farm-to-table economy,”
according to Mr. Mirabella’s speech.

SERVICE DAY FOR ALL...On Martin Luther King Day, members of the
Westfield community gather with donations of toiletries for homeless people in
New York City, Newark and Irvington. Greater Westfield Kiwanis Club, Girl
Scouts, school groups and individuals assembled at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield to sort and package hundreds of hygiene bags that will be distributed by
Bridges, a not-for-profit organization in Summit.

ing that his achievements cannot “out-
weigh or mitigate the impact of Mr.
Fuzy’s threatening statements regard-
ing his stature and his firearms. These
statements, whether made as threats
or for more benign reasons, were
justly viewed as threatening.” Ms.
Klein also said, “Mr. Fuzy’s repeated
statement to Ms. Alston about his
height, weight and gun ownership
must be viewed in the context that
Mr. Fuzy exhibited signs of anger
and unpredictability that, when
coupled with repeated mention of
guns, gave many staff members at
Tamaques cause for concern.”

Also referred to was Mr. Fuzy’s
four-day suspension in 2014 for throw-
ing post-it notes at a student and hit-
ting her in the face. As a result of this
incident, Mr. Fuzy attended counsel-
ing for “anger management issues” as
a requirement for his Corrective Ac-
tion Plan (CAP). Ms. Klein said, “De-
spite completing the requirements of
the CAP, Mr. Fuzy has been unable to
exercise sufficient self-control.”

At the January 7 school board

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Tamaques Teacher Lawsuit
meeting, Superintendent Dolan
stated, “This legal proceeding was
not an easy one. Throughout these
past two years, I have relied heavily
on the Westfield Police Department
and, whenever there was a specific
concern, I reached out and received
the necessary support to make sure
our students and staff would remain
safe. The board, staff members who
agreed to testify in the tenure case,
and I are now named in a federal
lawsuit. This means that we cannot
openly communicate or answer ques-
tions. Please know that we will con-
tinue to act to safeguard all students
and staff throughout the district.”

Mr. Fuzy’s lawsuit claims he is
being discriminated against because
of his age and gender and that his
ownership of firearms is a “substan-
tial motivating factor in the wrong-
ful treatment of plaintiff.” The law-
suit also claims the district created a
hostile work environment and vio-
lated his freedom of speech. The
first hearing for the lawsuit is sched-
uled for Thursday, February 6.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
February 6, 2020 at 7:30 pm., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation of Richard & Maribel Borrero for
property located at 60 Trenton Avenue,
Block 8704, Lot 8, R-3 Zone, who propose
to utilize a portion of the existing garage to
add a shower area to an existing half bath,
contrary to the following Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3 Regulations Appli-
cable to All Zones, Minimum Required:
enclosed private garage of not less than
12 feet x 20 feet (240 square feet). Exist-
ing: enclosed private garage 12 feet x 20
feet (240 square feet). Proposed: 4 feet 8
inches (19 square feet) shower area added
to existing half bath and enclosed private
garage 221 square feet +/- by plan.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.  The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 01/23/20, The Times Fee: $31.62

Hartz Mountain Objects to
Aff. Housing Agreement

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Hartz Mountain
Industries, Inc. has formally objected
to the affordable-housing settlement
sought by the township.

The township and Fair Share Hous-
ing Center (FSHC) had entered into a
settlement agreement on November
8, 2019, where the two parties agreed
that the realistic development poten-
tial (RDP) in the township is 151
affordable-housing units, out of the
440 affordable fair share obligation
for the third round. According to a
brief filed January 13, 2020, by Hartz
Mountain Industries’ attorney, Tho-
mas F. Carroll, III of Hill Wallack
LLP, Mr. Carroll asserts this adjust-
ment is “contrary to the New Jersey
Fair Housing Act.”

Mr. Carroll has stated that the agree-
ment is “grossly unfair to low- and
moderate-income households and it
does not bring into full compliance
with its Mount Laurel obligations.”
The township and the FSHC are sched-
uled to have a fairness hearing on
Wednesday, February 19, when Hartz’s
attorney has stated he will “further
support these objections.”

Hartz had been denied by the
township’s planning board a use change
at its property located at 750 Walnut
Avenue, where Hartz had sought to
turn its commercially zoned property
into a residential use to make way for
905 apartments, with 181 affordable-
housing units, at a density of 30 units
per acre in the 30.5-acre parcel of land
that sits on the border of Clark.

Per a report by a professional plan-
ner in the field of affordable housing,
Art Bernard, retained by Hartz, he
states that the settlement agreement
says the RDP density at 750 Walnut
would be calculated at 18 units per
acre, but the agreement also allows the
township to go as low as nine units per
acre with a 20 percent set aside for
affordable housing, and further allows
the township use of the power of con-
demnation at the site should it not find
someone to redevelop at that density.

Mr. Bernard believes 750 Walnut
Avenue should be calculated at a den-
sity of 30 units per acre, and cites a
property in Englewood Cliffs that
received the same treatment by FSHC.
The difference is 181 affordable units
among the 30.5 acres, versus 88 using
the lower density and reduced acre-
age when removing the six acres for
PSE&G to build a substation there,
the brief states. The omitted six acres
from that property for use by PSE&G
has “no authorization in state regula-
tions,” and should therefore be in-
cluded in the calculations for afford-
able housing, Mr. Bernard writes.
Further, he says Hartz and PSE&G
are no longer discussing the purchase

of the six acres there.
Mr. Bernard also asserts Cranford’s

“unmet need,” referring to the balance
of affordable housing that after the
RDP would be required to be found in
other sites that could be classified as a
redevelopment. Mr. Bernard believes
that 750 Walnut Avenue fits the bill for
redevelopment as residential. He fur-
ther says the other properties Cranford
has outlined for redevelopment cur-
rently have no developer on board,
whereas Hartz is “ready, willing and
able” to redevelop its property.

Mr. Bernard claims 750 Walnut
Avenue is suitable for the 30 units per
acre density level because the site is
bordered by a golf course, a Conrail
train line and Walnut Avenue, all of
which he says provide a buffer to the
neighboring residential areas. “I con-
clude that the four-story community
will not deprive its neighbors of air
and light,” he writes.

Mr. Bernard describes his reason-
ing why he believes the settlement
agreement is “unfair.” The township’s
overlay zones in downtown areas
would generate “little affordable hous-
ing,” he says, partly due to a number
of different property owners and small
parcels of land. The North Avenue
redevelopment site, EF Britten prop-
erty, and 201 Walnut Avenue, that the
township has included in its RDP,
have “no standard or track record to
indicate the proposed zoning” and
should not be granted rental bonuses,
he states. Also, these sites, he says,
are already fully developed and ac-
tively used and therefore “provides
the illusion of creating more housing
opportunities.” He says RDP is to “be
based on vacant and low-density sites
only” and so states these properties
should not be calculated in the RDP
in the settlement agreement. He also
points out that these properties are
allocated to have a density that ranges
from 20 to 47 units per acre, while
750 Walnut Avenue is allocated as
low as nine units per acre.

The township’s response is due on
Monday, January 27. The Special
Master will produce a report on the
settlement and objections on Sunday,
February 9, Mayor Patrick Giblin had
stated on his Facebook page. He also
noted that the township’s immunity
will be extended to run through a
decision on the fairness hearing.

The full report, brief and support-
ing documents can be found on the
township’s website, cranfordnj.org.

Downtown Plan Expected;
Del Sordi Named RVSA Rep.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor
Alexander Smith and Deputy Mayor
Josh Losardo both expressed confi-
dence on Tuesday that proposals for
the redevelopment of the downtown
will be ready for a public presenta-
tion later next month or very early in
March.

Less than four weeks remain until
the end of a 150-day timetable set
out last September when the town-
ship contracted with Advance Re-
alty Investors — the Bedminster firm
that is developing a redevelopment
plan for the downtown business dis-
trict — and its partner, PS&S Engi-
neering, for the formulation of a plan
for redevelopment of the four public
properties in the downtown.

At Tuesday’s township council
meeting, Mr. Losardo said the top
leaders of the downtown redevelop-
ment committee, which includes the
mayor and himself, met with the de-
veloper as well as the newly-ap-
pointed redevelopment attorney. He
said the developer is “fine-tuning
the finances” and expects that a pre-
sentation will be made behind closed
doors in early February before a
public presentation later in February
or early March. Mayor Smith ech-
oed that confidence and said that
people who have seen the prelimi-
nary plans say it shows “a very excit-
ing prospect for our downtown.”

That first phase will center on the
township-owned properties where the
municipal building, the firehouse and
the library are located as well as the
parking lots adjacent to the municipal
building and library, behind the stores
that front Park Avenue and the park-
ing lot behind the row of businesses
on East Second Street adjacent to the
CVS pharmacy. Redevelopment of
these properties is expected to result

in about 48,000 square feet of new
retail and office space, more than
1,400 new parking spots and 177 new
housing units, 35 of which will be set
aside as affordable-housing units.

The police and fire department
headquarters are expected to be relo-
cated out of the downtown while a
new library will be built in the same
area as the present location on Bartle
Avenue.

In other business, the Democratic-
controlled governing body voted
along party lines to appoint former
councilman and current Democratic
Party Chairman John Del Sordi, Jr.
as the township’s representative to
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority for a five-year term. Effec-
tive February 1, he will replace Rob-
ert LaCosta, the township zoning
officer who has been the RVSA rep-
resentative since 2011 and was the
utility’s chairman in 2017. Both
Mayor Smith and Councilman Ted
Spera opposed the change, with Mr.
Spera saying he did not see the need
for a switch and noted that Mr.
LaCosta “knows the RVSA.” The
mayor agreed, saying that Mr.
LaCosta “has represented us well”
and adding that he did not under-
stand why a change was being made.
Mr. Losardo agreed that Mr. LaCosta
“was a fine representative,” but
added the move was simply “giving
someone new a chance.”

At the start of the meeting, three
new members of the police depart-
ment were sworn in as officer: Brian
Regenthal, Javier Maldonado and
Mathew Lavery. Police Chief Ted
Conley also welcomed back to ser-
vice Officer Richard Sopko after his
recent return from military duty in
Jordan. The council also congratu-
lated Ken Shatten, who is retiring
after 25 years of managing the Senior
Citizen Housing Corp.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Parks Plan
ice rink currently located in the
Gumbert Park parking lot. In addi-
tion, a 10-foot paved perimeter trail
would be developed and connected
to Brookside Park in neighboring
Scotch Plains. Turfing three infields
is recommended, at $503,000, with
replacement of playground equipment
costing another $134,000.

A restroom facility is proposed for
Edison Intermediate School at a cost
of $436,000. In addition, two full-
sized artificial turf multipurpose rect-
angular turf fields with lights and

scoreboard are proposed at a cost of
around $2.7 million. A restroom, con-
cessions, and storage building also is
included in the plans.

An amphitheatre is called for at the
town’s Elm Street recreation prop-
erty at an estimated expense of
$536,000. A full-sized artificial turf
multipurpose rectangular field with
lights and a scoreboard is recom-
mended at a cost of $1.3 million.
Other additions call for adding a
restroom facility at $302,000 and a
skate park at $201,000.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
COLORFUL BIBS...During the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service at First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford, a group of girls decorate bibs and onesies for
those at Raphael’s Life House.

Fanwood Council Hears
Report on New Vaping Law
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – Topping the Fan-
wood Council meeting Tuesday
evening, members and guests heard
a report from Megan Avallone, di-
rector of the Westfield Regional
Health Department, regarding the
state’s new vaping legislation.

According to Ms. Avallone, the
legislation prohibits the sale of fla-
vored vaping products in New Jer-
sey and will take effect in April.

According to the legislation
signed by Governor Phil Murphy,
the flavors are meant to market these
products to young people. It was
reported that young people are, in
fact, using the products in alarm-
ingly increasing numbers.

Ms. Avallone also noted that start-
ing in the spring, only shops spe-
cific to selling products containing
nicotine will be allowed to sell them.
This, she noted, will be zero shops
in April within the borough. She
said the flavored pods currently have
the same amount of nicotine as an
entire package of cigarettes.

It was noted that the Westfield
Regional Health Department serves

eight local municipalities including
Fanwood, Garwood, Roselle Park,
Westfield, Summit, Chatham, New
Providence and Mountainside.

In other business, Fanwood resi-
dent Ruth Esehak-Gillespie was ap-
pointed to the borough’s Recreation
Commission. In addition, resident
Michael Laumbach was sworn in as
a member of the environmental com-
mission.

On another matter, an ordinance
was unanimously passed upon first
reading requiring all employees of
the borough to have a direct deposit
system of payment. It was noted
that in the past, only full-time em-
ployees utilized direct deposit. It
was revealed that the second read-
ing that is open for public hearing is
tentatively scheduled for Tuesday,
February 18.

Separately, a resolution was
passed to award Deegan Roofing
$1,100 for roof repairs at the Fan-
wood Memorial Library.

The next Fanwood Council meet-
ing is scheduled for Monday, Feb-
ruary 3, at 7 p.m., at Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue.

Mountainside Raising
Pool Fees 2 Percent

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Paul
Mirabelli asked Tax Assessor Mike
Frangello at last week’s council agenda
meeting to provide a current status of the
borough’s revaluation.

Mr. Frangello explained that the firm
responsible for the revaluation has vis-
ited over 1,900 of Mountainside’s ap-
proximately 2,200 private residences. In
addition they have completed approxi-
mately 25 percent of the commercial prop-
erties. They have set an aggressive target
of mid-February for completion of this
portion of the process. The next step after
this has been completed is an opportunity
for residents to appeal the new assess-
ments.

Recreation Committee Chairwoman,
Councilwoman Deanna Andre, proposed
a 2 percent increase in the Mountainside
Community Pool membership fees. She
stated that this increase was less than the
rate of inflation. She also stated that the
pool is a bargain when compared with
surrounding towns.

The council also introduced an ordi-
nance on first reading to increase the fee
at Tuesday’s regular council meeting.

In other business, the council appointed
the borough engineer to represent the
borough on the Union County Transpor-
tation Advisory Board.

“It is very important for Mountainside
to have representation on this board, as
we are in the center of the Route 22
corridor,” Mayor Mirabelli said.

Interim Borough Administrator Tom
Atkins was appointed as fund commis-
sioner to the Suburban Municipal Joint

Insurance Fund (JIF). Officials explained
at last week’s meeting that Mountainside’s
membership in the JIF has saved the
borough hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars over the past two decades in insur-
ance premiums.

The council also renewed contract with
the Westfield Regional Board of Health
for another year. The renewal represents
a 2 percent increase in price to $41,095
for the year.

“This is another example of a shared
service that Mountainside participates in,
” Councilwoman Andre said at last week’s
meeting.

The council also again approved an
agreement to pay Garden State Fireworks
for the annual July 4th fireworks display.

“Early payment results in the borough
receiving 10 percent more fireworks at
the display,” Mayor Mirabelli explained.

The council introduced an ordinance
to pave Long Meadow and Beechwood
Court The entire $322,000 cost will be
provided by an New Jersey Department
of Transportation (NJDOT) grant.

The borough will continue to have a
professional services contract with the
Gibbons law firm for the borough’s de-
fense in lawsuit brought against the
borough’s police department claiming a
hostile work environment. The contract
will be for no less than $17,500 and no
more than $275,000 for the year.

The final ordinance introduced up-
dates the borough code and will allow the
code to be placed on the borough’s
website. This will allow easier public
access and save on administrative ex-
penses on public inquiries.

Councilwoman Andre said that Darby
Road Public House and Restaurant in
Scotch Plains will once again be running
the snack bar at the pool. She said there
was a large amount of positive feedback
received from residents last year on their
operation of the snack bar.

Councilwoman Andre also informed
the public that single-use plastic bags can
be deposited for recycling at Borough
Hall or the Library. If Mountainside col-
lects 500 pounds or more we will receive
a new bench for the Library.

Councilwoman Rachel Pater informed
the audience of several items of note from
the Historic Preservation Committee. The
first will be held Friday, February 28 will
be the annual Downtown Abbey dinner.
Details are on the committee’s website or
at the library and Borough Hall.

On Saturday, June 6 will be the annual
tour of homes and gardens, they are look-
ing for residents to volunteer their homes
and gardens for the tour. Also in conjunc-
tion with the borough’s 125th anniver-
sary, the Historic Preservation Commit-
tee is assembling and exhibition of wed-
ding dresses. Anyone who would like to
display their dress should contact the
committee.

She also announced the senior lun-
cheon will be held on Friday, February 14
at noon. For information, residents should
call Kim Moriak at Borough Hall for
details.
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Courtesy of Tom Kranz
WELCOME HOME, CAPT. MOORE...Fanwood Army Reservist Capt. Patrick Moore returned home last Wednesday
after almost a year of deployment, including the past eight months in Iraq. His arrival was a surprise event for his twins,
Reland and Spencer, third graders at School One in Scotch Plains. The event was engineered with military precision by
his wife, Michele Moore, third from left, a member of the Fanwood Planning Board; School One Principal Justin Fiory
and with the assistance of the Fanwood Police. Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, right, was also on hand.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
GOOD TO BE HOME...A Channel 2 producer interviews Fanwood Army
Reservist Captain Patrick Moore and his wife, Michele Moore, and kids last
Wednesday upon his arrival back home after almost a year of deployment,
including the past eight months in Iraq. His arrival was a surprise event for his
twins, Reland and Spencer, third graders at School One, and the rest of the school,
which greeted him with applause as he reunited with his children.
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Sports -- Blue Devils Top Sum-
mit, 91-79, in Girls Swimming; Blue
Devil Boys Stun Vikings in Basket-
ball; Blue Devil Swim Boys Topple

Summit, 105-65; Rahway Matmen
Top Raiders, 39-27; Lady Cougars
Top Lions, Lose to Old Bridge; High
School Sport Shorts.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW JERSEY’S FIRST LADY IN SCOTCH PLAINS...New Jersey’s First Lady
Tammy Murphy, third from right in front, poses with Scotch Plains and Fanwood
elected officials at Monday’s MLK Day of Service opening ceremony at the JCC in
Scotch Plains. Pictured are Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith, second from right;
Township Manager and Union County Freeholder Chairman Alexander Mirabella,
in back center; Fanwood Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell, second from left in
front, and Scotch Plains Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler. They are shown with
Delois Dawson, the recipient of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Martin Luther King Day
of Service Award. Ms. Dawson is a member of the MLK Day of Service Committee.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MLK DAY OF SERVICE T-SHIRTS...Volunteers hand out Scotch Plains and
Fanwood MLK Day of Service T-shirts at Monday’s event at the JCC. CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Arbitrator Says BOE Had
‘Good Cause’ to Fire Teacher

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Frank Fuzy, III,
a former third-grade teacher at
Tamaques Elementary School in
Westfield, filed a federal lawsuit in
September against the Westfield
Board of Education (BOE), staff
members, teachers’ union and Su-
perintendent Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.,
following tenure charges. On De-
cember 16, an arbitrator for the New
Jersey Department of Education
ruled there was “good cause” to ter-
minate Mr. Fuzy, who had worked in
Westfield since 1995.

Derlys Gutierrez, special labor
counsel for the BOE, explained the
process of firing a tenured teacher at
the January 7 BOE meeting. She said,
“except for exceptional circum-
stances, the only way to terminate the
employment of a (tenured) teacher is
to bring tenure charges.” After charges
are filed, the teacher files a response,
and the board then votes whether to
send the charges to the state commis-
sioner of education, and the commis-
sioner then assigns an arbitrator, Ms.
Gutierrez explained.

Mr. Fuzy was suspended in Janu-
ary of 2018, due to a threatening
statement made against another em-
ployee, Superintendent Dolan said at
the board meeting. She also said he
has not taught in the district since that
time. After conducting an investiga-
tion, the board filed tenure charges in
December 2018 alleging Mr. Fuzy
engaged “in conduct unbecoming a
public employee and other just cause,”
according to the arbitrator’s report.
Six charges were brought against Mr.
Fuzy, three of which were dismissed.
According to the charges, Mr. Fuzy
created a threatening environment by
repeatedly discussing his ownership
of guns (including an AR-15) and his
height and weight and commenting to

an individual staff member in 2016,
“don’t be surprised if one day I come
back here and take care of some
people.”

According to testimony, the state-
ments about his stature and gun own-
ership began in response to an obser-
vation by the school’s principal, David
Duelks, wherein Mr. Duelks suggested
Mr. Fuzy observe some of his col-
leagues’ math lessons to help him
improve his teaching. After a follow-
up email from Mr. Duelks, Mr. Fuzy
emailed the Westfield Education As-
sociation president, Gail Alston, and
spoke to her on the phone a few days
later about feeling “harassed.” It was
during this conversation, Ms. Alston
said, Mr. Fuzy became angry and
repeatedly stated his height, weight
and how many firearms he owned.
While he acknowledges he repeat-
edly said, “I am 5’10.” I’m 210
pounds. I do own firearms and many
people take that the wrong way,” Mr.
Fuzy said he meant to illustrate the
point that people often misjudge him
because of those features. Other staff
members also said Mr. Fuzy told them
about his firearms and claimed he
told them he kept some in his car.

Tenure charges also claimed that
Mr. Fuzy would get angry with his
students and that he said, “what are
you, stupid?” when a student brought
him a T-shirt instead of paper towels
to clean up a spill.

Past classroom observations by
administrators have been positive.
In 2013, Mr. Fuzy was named the
New Jersey Agricultural Society’s
Teacher of the Year for his work on
the school garden. Former students,
parents and colleagues testified Mr.
Fuzy was a dedicated teacher who
“cares for his students.”

Arbitrator Joyce Klein said, “there
is no doubt that Mr. Fuzy is an effec-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Downtown Plans Expected Soon;
Del Sordi Named RVSA Rep.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor
Alexander Smith and Deputy Mayor
Josh Losardo both expressed confi-
dence on Tuesday that proposals
for the redevelopment of the down-
town will be ready for a public pre-
sentation later next month or very
early in March.

Less than four weeks remain until
the end of a 150-day timetable set out
last September when the township
contracted with Advance Realty In-

vestors — the Bedminster firm that is
developing a redevelopment plan for
the downtown business district —
and its partner, PS&S Engineering,
for the formulation of a plan for rede-
velopment of the four public proper-
ties in the downtown.

At Tuesday’s township council
meeting, Mr. Losardo said the top
leaders of the downtown redevelop-
ment committee, which includes the
mayor and himself, met with the de-
veloper as well as the newly-appointed
redevelopment attorney. He said the

developer is “fine-tuning the finances”
and expects that a presentation will
be made behind closed doors in early
February before a public presenta-
tion later in February or early March.
Mayor Smith echoed that confidence
and said that people who have seen
the preliminary plans say it shows “a
very exciting prospect for our down-
town.”

That first phase will center on the
township-owned properties where the
municipal building, the firehouse and
the library are located as well as the
parking lots adjacent to the municipal
building and library, behind the stores
that front Park Avenue and the park-
ing lot behind the row of businesses
on East Second Street adjacent to the
CVS pharmacy. Redevelopment of
these properties is expected to result
in about 48,000 square feet of new
retail and office space, more than
1,400 new parking spots and 177 new
housing units, 35 of which will be set
aside as affordable-housing units.

The police and fire department
headquarters are expected to be relo-
cated out of the downtown while a
new library will be built in the same
area as the present location on Bartle
Avenue.

In other business, the Democratic-
controlled governing body voted
along party lines to appoint former
councilman and current Democratic
Party Chairman John Del Sordi, Jr. as
the township’s representative to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
for a five-year term. Effective Febru-
ary 1, he will replace Robert LaCosta,
the township zoning officer who has
been the RVSA representative since
2011 and was the utility’s chairman in
2017. Both Mayor Smith and Coun-
cilman Ted Spera opposed the change,
with Mr. Spera saying he did not see
the need for a switch and noted that
Mr. LaCosta “knows the RVSA.” The

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fanwood Council Hears
Report on New Vaping Law

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Topping the Fan-
wood Council meeting Tuesday
evening, members and guests heard a
report from Megan Avallone, direc-

tor of the Westfield Regional Health
Department, regarding the state’s new
vaping legislation.

According to Ms. Avallone, the leg-
islation prohibits the sale of flavored
vaping products in New Jersey and
will take effect in April.

According to the legislation signed
by Governor Phil Murphy, the flavors
are meant to market these products to
young people. It was reported that
young people are, in fact, using the
products in alarmingly increasing

numbers.
Ms. Avallone also noted that start-

ing in the spring, only shops specific
to selling products containing nico-
tine will be allowed to sell them. This,
she noted, will be zero shops in April
within the borough. She said the fla-
vored pods currently have the same
amount of nicotine as an entire pack-
age of cigarettes.

It was noted that the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department serves eight

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Hartz Mountain Objects to
Aff. Housing Agreement

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Hartz Mountain
Industries, Inc. has formally objected
to the affordable-housing settlement
sought by the township.

The township and Fair Share Hous-
ing Center (FSHC) had entered into a
settlement agreement on November
8, 2019, where the two parties agreed
that the realistic development poten-
tial (RDP) in the township is 151
affordable-housing units, out of the
440 affordable fair share obligation
for the third round. According to a
brief filed January 13, 2020, by Hartz
Mountain Industries’ attorney, Tho-
mas F. Carroll, III of Hill Wallack
LLP, Mr. Carroll asserts this adjust-
ment is “contrary to the New Jersey
Fair Housing Act.”

Mr. Carroll has stated that the agree-
ment is “grossly unfair to low- and
moderate-income households and it
does not bring into full compliance
with its Mount Laurel obligations.”
The township and the FSHC are sched-
uled to have a fairness hearing on
Wednesday, February 19, when Hartz’s
attorney has stated he will “further
support these objections.”

Hartz had been denied by the
township’s planning board a use change
at its property located at 750 Walnut
Avenue, where Hartz had sought to
turn its commercially zoned property
into a residential use to make way for
905 apartments, with 181 affordable-
housing units, at a density of 30 units
per acre in the 30.5-acre parcel of land
that sits on the border of Clark.

Per a report by a professional plan-
ner in the field of affordable housing,
Art Bernard, retained by Hartz, he
states that the settlement agreement
says the RDP density at 750 Walnut
would be calculated at 18 units per
acre, but the agreement also allows the
township to go as low as nine units per
acre with a 20 percent set aside for
affordable housing, and further allows
the township use of the power of con-
demnation at the site should it not find
someone to redevelop at that density.

Mr. Bernard believes 750 Walnut
Avenue should be calculated at a den-
sity of 30 units per acre, and cites a
property in Englewood Cliffs that
received the same treatment by FSHC.
The difference is 181 affordable units
among the 30.5 acres, versus 88 using
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OPENING CEREMONY..The choir sings during the opening ceremony at
Monday’s Scotch Plains and Fanwood MLK Day of Service at the JCC in Scotch
Plains.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HELPING OUR VETS..Making goody bags for veterans was one of the many
activities at Monday’s Scotch Plains and Fanwood MLK Day of Service at the JCC
in Scotch Plains.

tive teacher,” but she continued say-
ing that his achievements cannot “out-
weigh or mitigate the impact of Mr.
Fuzy’s threatening statements regard-
ing his stature and his firearms. These
statements, whether made as threats
or for more benign reasons, were
justly viewed as threatening.” Ms.
Klein also said, “Mr. Fuzy’s repeated
statement to Ms. Alston about his
height, weight and gun ownership
must be viewed in the context that Mr.
Fuzy exhibited signs of anger and
unpredictability that, when coupled
with repeated mention of guns, gave
many staff members at Tamaques

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Teacher Lawsuit
cause for concern.”

Also referred to was Mr. Fuzy’s
four-day suspension in 2014 for throw-
ing post-it notes at a student and hit-
ting her in the face. As a result of this
incident, Mr. Fuzy attended counsel-
ing for “anger management issues” as
a requirement for his Corrective Ac-
tion Plan (CAP). Ms. Klein said, “De-
spite completing the requirements of
the CAP, Mr. Fuzy has been unable to
exercise sufficient self-control.”

At the January 7 school board meet-
ing, Superintendent Dolan stated,
“This legal proceeding was not an
easy one. Throughout these past two
years, I have relied heavily on the
Westfield Police Department and,
whenever there was a specific con-
cern, I reached out and received the
necessary support to make sure our
students and staff would remain safe.
The board, staff members who agreed
to testify in the tenure case, and I are
now named in a federal lawsuit. This
means that we cannot openly commu-
nicate or answer questions. Please
know that we will continue to act to
safeguard all students and staff
throughout the district.”

Mr. Fuzy’s lawsuit claims he is
being discriminated against because
of his age and gender and that his
ownership of firearms is a “substan-
tial motivating factor in the wrongful
treatment of plaintiff.” The lawsuit
also claims the district created a hos-
tile work environment and violated
his freedom of speech. The first hear-
ing for the lawsuit is scheduled for
Thursday, February 6.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hartz Mountain

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
February 6, 2020 at 7:30 pm., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation of Richard & Maribel Borrero for
property located at 60 Trenton Avenue,
Block 8704, Lot 8, R-3 Zone, who propose
to utilize a portion of the existing garage to
add a shower area to an existing half bath,
contrary to the following Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3 Regulations Appli-
cable to All Zones, Minimum Required:
enclosed private garage of not less than
12 feet x 20 feet (240 square feet). Exist-
ing: enclosed private garage 12 feet x 20
feet (240 square feet). Proposed: 4 feet 8
inches (19 square feet) shower area added
to existing half bath and enclosed private
garage 221 square feet +/- by plan.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.  The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 01/23/20, The Times Fee: $31.62

Officer Stivale Is WPD’s
First Female Lieutenant

Lieutenant Nicole Stivale

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Po-
lice Department (WPD) has an-
nounced the promotion of Officer
Nicole Stivale to the rank of lieuten-
ant, the first woman in department
history to achieve the rank.

Lieutenant  Stivale was appointed
to the WPD as a police officer on
January 17, 2005, and graduated
from the John H. Stamler Police
Academy of Union County on June
8, 2005 ranked first in her class of
52 recruits.

After initially serving in the Op-
erations (Patrol) Division as a pa-
trol officer, Lt. Stivale was later
assigned to the Administrative Ser-
vices Division, where she performed
a multitude of critical functions,
which included those of training
coordinator, police officer schedul-
ing system administrator, and cus-
todian of property and evidence.

Lt. Stivale was designated a
plainclothes officer on May 30,
2011, and was assigned to the In-
vestigative Division (Detective
Bureau) on January 14, 2014,
where she remained until her ap-
pointment to police sergeant on
July 1, 2015.

As a sergeant, Lt. Stivale served as
both a patrol supervisor and, as of
August 6, 2018, as a Detective Bu-
reau supervisor. She is a decorated
officer, having been awarded two
Command Citations, a Unit Citation
and the Hurricane Sandy Service
Award during her 15 years of com-
pleted service, according to a WPD
press release.

Lt. Stivale attended Saint Peter’s
College in Jersey City, where she
graduated in 2002 magna cum
laude with a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Criminal Justice. Prior to
her employment with the WPD,
she served as a police officer for
the United States Capitol Police
in Washington, D.C., from 2002
to 2004 and is a graduate of both
the Federal Law Enforcement
Training Center in Glynco, Ga.,
and the United States Capitol Po-
l ice  Training Academy in
Cheltenham, Md.

With this appointment, Lt. Stivale
shall become not only the first-ever
female lieutenant but the highest-
ranking female officer in the history
of the department. She will be as-
signed to the Operations (Patrol) Di-
vision as a watch commander, ac-
cording to the release.

County to Complete Three
New Turf Fields in 2020
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Three new turf fields
are projected to be opened by Union
County this year, Union County Free-
holder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella announced in his reorga-
nization address earlier this year.

The county is building a $10-mil-
lion athletic complex to be used by
Union County College teams as well
as organizations throughout the
county. Plans call for construction of
a regulation soccer/multi-purpose turf
field; 400-meter, eight-lane track;
press box; bleachers; a 3,000-square-
foot building; fencing; lighting; and a
parking area.

The Union County Improvement
Authority approved a $7.7-million
contract to Grade Construction last
September for the project. UCC has
committed $2 million for the project.
The New Jersey Green Acres Pro-
gram is providing another $2.25-mil-
lion grant.

Sebastian D’Elia, a county spokes-
man, said emphasized that the new
field “is not just for them (UCC). It is
“open to all” county residents, he
said.

He said the facility is expected to
open in the fall.

The county expects to open a new
turf field at Madison Avenue Park in
Rahway in the spring, Mr. D’Elia
said. The cost on that project is $3.4
million.

The third turf project is to be lo-
cated at Snyder Avenue Field in Ber-
keley Heights.

“We’re still in the (early) stage of
that project,” Mr. D’Elia said, noting
that the project has not gone out to bid
yet.

Other parks plans for 2020 noted
by Mr. Mirabella include creation of

a master plan for the Clark Reservoir,
acquired by the county several years
ago, and adapting the indoor riding
ring at the Watchung Stable to be
wheelchair accessible.

“We will improve access to the
indoor riding ring at Watchung
Stable for people with disabilities,
and we will be reviewing signage at
all of our county parks to ensure
that everyone who comes to enjoy
them feels at home,” Mr. Mirabella
said.

The county also acquired addi-
tional open space adjacent
Nomahegan Park in Cranford last
year, which will be adjoined the park
with the demolition of a vacant di-
lapidated home on the site.

The county also plans to establish
a working farm to be run by Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools students through a partner-
ship with the school.

“This new facility will provide
many new opportunities for hands-on
learning, and connect our youth with
important new trends in urban agri-
culture and the farm-to-table
economy,” according to Mr.
Mirabella’s speech.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council
mayor agreed, saying that Mr. LaCosta
“has represented us well” and adding
that he did not understand why a
change was being made. Mr. Losardo
agreed that Mr. LaCosta “was a fine
representative,” but added the move
was simply “giving someone new a
chance.”

At the start of the meeting, three
new members of the police depart-
ment were sworn in as officer: Brian
Regenthal, Javier Maldonado and
Mathew Lavery. Police Chief Ted
Conley also welcomed back to ser-
vice Officer Richard Sopko after his
recent return from military duty in
Jordan. The council also congratu-
lated Ken Shatten, who is retiring
after 25 years of managing the Senior
Citizen Housing Corp.

Parks Plan Calls for $41 Mil.
In Upgrades Over 10 Yrs.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield has re-
leased the final draft of its parks and
recreation master plan report. The
report calls for the town to spend
upwards of $41 million over 10 years
to upgrade 12 parks. The report fol-
lowed multiple public workshops to
generate community input as well as
meetings with stakeholder groups,
including sports and community or-
ganizations, plus town administra-
tion and staff.

Plans call for $7.87 million in im-
provements at Tamaques Park, $6.5
million at Memorial Park, $3.5 mil-
lion at Edison Intermediate School,
and $1 million at Gumbert Park. A
total of $10.5 million in capital im-
provements would be made in the
first two years, $26.8 million in years
three to five, and $4.7 million in
years six through 10, according to
the report.

Among the highlights of the report
are recommendations to construct a
$2.9-million field house at Tamaques
Park for use for wrestling,
cheerleading, meeting space and stor-
age. In addition, a new restroom
building would be constructed near
an area where picnic shelters are
proposed. Plans call for the renova-
tion of a restroom facility near
Tamaques’ tennis courts. In addi-
tion, disc golf would be added to the
park as well as two pickleball courts,
the latter of which would be located
near where a shuffleboard area had
been in the past.

A rental meeting facility also is
proposed at Tamaques with glass
garage-style doors overlooking an
existing pond. A secondary entrance
would be constructed on Lamberts

Mill Road along with expanded park-
ing.

A new restroom facility is pro-
posed at Houlihan/Sid Fay Field
along with an additional 77 parking
spaces beyond the 121 currently
available at the park.

Playing fields at Memorial Park
would be upgraded to artificial turf,
with lighting at all existing diamond
fields, “with lining for one large or
two smaller multipurpose rectangu-
lar fields,” according to the report.
The report states the project would
cost $1.7 million.

Also, the west parking lot would
be regraded with islands removed in
order to accommodate the tempo-
rary ice rink currently located in the
Gumbert Park parking lot. In addi-
tion, a 10-foot paved perimeter trail
would be developed and connected
to Brookside Park in neighboring
Scotch Plains. Turfing three infields
is recommended, at $503,000, with
replacement of playground equip-
ment costing another $134,000.

A restroom facility is proposed for
Edison Intermediate School at a cost
of $436,000. In addition, two full-
sized artificial turf multipurpose rect-
angular turf fields with lights and
scoreboard are proposed at a cost of
around $2.7 million. A restroom, con-
cessions, and storage building also
is included in the plans.

An amphitheatre is called for at
the town’s Elm Street recreation
property at an estimated expense of
$536,000. A full-sized artificial turf
multipurpose rectangular field with
lights and a scoreboard is recom-
mended at a cost of $1.3 million.
Other additions call for adding a
restroom facility at $302,000 and a
skate park at $201,000.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANNUAL BREAKFAST...The Westfield Community Center hosts the annual
MLK Day breakfast.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THANK YOU..Making cards for veterans was one of the many activities at
Monday’s Scotch Plains and Fanwood MLK Day of Service at the JCC in Scotch
Plains.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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Fanwood Council
local municipalities including Fan-
wood, Garwood, Roselle Park,
Westfield, Summit, Chatham, New
Providence and Mountainside.

In other business, Fanwood resi-
dent Ruth Esehak-Gillespie was ap-
pointed to the borough’s Recreation
Commission. In addition, resident
Michael Laumbach was sworn in as a
member of the environmental com-
mission.

On another matter, an ordinance
was unanimously passed upon first
reading requiring all employees of
the borough to have a direct deposit

system of payment. It was noted that
in the past, only full-time employees
utilized direct deposit. It was revealed
that the second reading that is open
for public hearing is tentatively sched-
uled for Tuesday, February 18.

Separately, a resolution was passed
to award Deegan Roofing $1,100 for
roof repairs at the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library.

The next Fanwood Council meet-
ing is scheduled for Monday, Febru-
ary 3, at 7 p.m., at Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue.

the lower density and reduced acre-
age when removing the six acres for
PSE&G to build a substation there,
the brief states. The omitted six acres
from that property for use by PSE&G
has “no authorization in state regula-
tions,” and should therefore be in-
cluded in the calculations for afford-
able housing, Mr. Bernard writes.
Further, he says Hartz and PSE&G
are no longer discussing the purchase
of the six acres there.

Mr. Bernard also asserts
Cranford’s “unmet need,” referring
to the balance of affordable housing
that after the RDP would be required
to be found in other sites that could
be classified as a redevelopment.
Mr. Bernard believes that 750 Wal-
nut Avenue fits the bill for redevel-
opment as residential. He further says
the other properties Cranford has
outlined for redevelopment currently
have no developer on board, whereas
Hartz is “ready, willing and able” to
redevelop its property.

Mr. Bernard claims 750 Walnut
Avenue is suitable for the 30 units
per acre density level because the
site is bordered by a golf course, a
Conrail train line and Walnut Av-
enue, all of which he says provide a
buffer to the neighboring residential
areas. “I conclude that the four-story
community will not deprive its neigh-
bors of air and light,” he writes.

Mr. Bernard describes his reason-
ing why he believes the settlement
agreement is “unfair.” The
township’s overlay zones in down-
town areas would generate “little
affordable housing,” he says, partly
due to a number of different prop-

erty owners and small parcels of
land. The North Avenue redevelop-
ment site, EF Britten property, and
201 Walnut Avenue, that the town-
ship has included in its RDP, have
“no standard or track record to indi-
cate the proposed zoning” and should
not be granted rental bonuses, he
states. Also, these sites, he says, are
already fully developed and actively
used and therefore “provides the il-
lusion of creating more housing op-
portunities.” He says RDP is to “be
based on vacant and low-density sites
only” and so states these properties
should not be calculated in the RDP
in the settlement agreement. He also
points out that these properties are
allocated to have a density that ranges
from 20 to 47 units per acre, while
750 Walnut Avenue is allocated as
low as nine units per acre.

The township’s response is due on
Monday, January 27. The Special
Master will produce a report on the
settlement and objections on Sun-
day, February 9, Mayor Patrick
Giblin had stated on his Facebook
page. He also noted that the
township’s immunity will be ex-
tended to run through a decision on
the fairness hearing.

The full report, brief and support-
ing documents can be found on the
township’s website, cranfordnj.org.

Mountainside Raising
Pool Fees 2 Percent

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Paul
Mirabelli asked Tax Assessor Mike
Frangello at last week’s council agenda
meeting to provide a current status of the
borough’s revaluation.

Mr. Frangello explained that the firm
responsible for the revaluation has visited
over 1,900 of Mountainside’s approxi-
mately 2,200 private residences. In addi-
tion they have completed approximately
25 percent of the commercial properties.
They have set an aggressive target of mid-
February for completion of this portion of
the process. The next step after this has
been completed is an opportunity for resi-
dents to appeal the new assessments.

Recreation Committee Chairwoman,
Councilwoman Deanna Andre, proposed
a 2 percent increase in the Mountainside
Community Pool membership fees. She
stated that this increase was less than the
rate of inflation. She also stated that the
pool is a bargain when compared with
surrounding towns.

The council also introduced an ordi-
nance on first reading to increase the fee
at Tuesday’s regular council meeting.

In other business, the council appointed
the borough engineer to represent the
borough on the Union County Transpor-
tation Advisory Board.

“It is very important for Mountainside
to have representation on this board, as
we are in the center of the Route 22
corridor,” Mayor Mirabelli said.

Interim Borough Administrator Tom
Atkins was appointed as fund commis-
sioner to the Suburban Municipal Joint
Insurance Fund (JIF). Officials explained
at last week’s meeting that Mountainside’s
membership in the JIF has saved the
borough hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars over the past two decades in insur-
ance premiums.

The council also renewed contract with
the Westfield Regional Board of Health
for another year. The renewal represents
a 2 percent increase in price to $41,095
for the year.

“This is another example of a shared

service that Mountainside participates in,
” Councilwoman Andre said at last week’s
meeting.

The council also again approved an
agreement to pay Garden State Fireworks
for the annual July 4th fireworks display.

“Early payment results in the borough
receiving 10 percent more fireworks at
the display,” Mayor Mirabelli explained.

The council introduced an ordinance
to pave Long Meadow and Beechwood
Court The entire $322,000 cost will be
provided by an New Jersey Department
of Transportation (NJDOT) grant.

The borough will continue to have a
professional services contract with the
Gibbons law firm for the borough’s de-
fense in lawsuit brought against the
borough’s police department claiming a
hostile work environment. The contract
will be for no less than $17,500 and no
more than $275,000 for the year.

The final ordinance introduced up-
dates the borough code and will allow the
code to be placed on the borough’s
website. This will allow easier public
access and save on administrative ex-
penses on public inquiries.

Councilwoman Andre said that Darby
Road Public House and Restaurant in
Scotch Plains will once again be running
the snack bar at the pool. She said there
was a large amount of positive feedback
received from residents last year on their
operation of the snack bar.

Councilwoman Andre also informed
the public that single-use plastic bags can
be deposited for recycling at Borough
Hall or the Library. If Mountainside col-
lects 500 pounds or more we will receive
a new bench for the Library.

Councilwoman Rachel Pater informed
the audience of several items of note from
the Historic Preservation Committee. The
first will be held Friday, February 28 will
be the annual Downtown Abbey dinner.
Details are on the committee’s website or
at the library and Borough Hall.

On Saturday, June 6 will be the annual
tour of homes and gardens, they are looking
for residents to volunteer their homes and
gardens for the tour. Also in conjunction
with the borough’s 125th anniversary, the
Historic Preservation Committee is assem-
bling and exhibition of wedding dresses.
Anyone who would like to display their
dress should contact the committee.

She also announced the senior lun-
cheon will be held on Friday, February 14
at noon. For information, residents should
call Kim Moriak at Borough Hall for
details.
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Jim Lowney/County of Union
NEWEST COUNTY K-9s...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli congratulates
Union County Sheriff’s Officer Erick Ramirez and K9 Caila, Pohatcong Patrolman
Timothy Webb and K9 Xeus and United States Park Police Officer Ricardo
Zamora and K9 Courage on graduating from the Union County Sheriff’s K9
Training Academy Scent Class.
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Township of Scotch Plains
To Host 2020 Census Day

Raccoon in Summit Tested
Positive for Rabies Jan. 16

WESTFIELD — Area residents who
may have had contact with a racoon in
the area of Russell Place in Summit
any time between January 6 and Janu-
ary 13 should notify a physician im-
mediately or the Westfield Regional
Health Department to discuss con-
cerns about possible exposure and the
need for post exposure prophylaxis
treatment, the health department said
in a press release last week.

“It is important to remember not to
pick up stray animals at any time.
Saliva from infected animals should
be considered infectious. Rabies is a
deadly disease caused by a virus. The
virus is found in the saliva of a rabid
animal and is transmitted by a bite, or
possibly by saliva of an open cut or
the eyes. The disease is transmitted
from animals to human or from ani-

mals to other animals. Humans and
pets can be protected by receiving
rabies prophylaxis after exposure,”
according to the health department.

The public can we protect them-
selves from rabies by vaccinating their
pets against rabies and keep vaccina-
tions up-to-date, licensing their pets
with the town they reside, by not
feeding or touching wild animals, and
avoiding contact with strays or pets
other than your own.

All owners of cats, dogs and live-
stock should have their pets vacci-
nated against rabies, the department
urged.

For more information, call the
health department at (908) 789-4070.
After hours and on weekends, call
(908) 789-4000. To reach Animal
Control, call (908) 722-1271.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Township of Scotch Plains and the
U.S. Census Bureau will co-host a
2020 Census Day event on
Wednesday, April 1, from 9 a.m. to 8
p.m. at the Scotch Plains Public
Library, 1927 Bartle Avenue, to
provide information and assistance
on completing the 2020 Census.

In mid to late March, Census
questionnaires will be mailed to
residents inviting them to complete
their 2020 Census questionnaire either
online or by phone. This year, the
questionnaire will be available in
English plus an additional 12 non-
English languages. Residents who
have questions about completing their
form will be able to attend the Scotch
Plains 2020 Census Day event on
April 1 and receive help directly from
Census Bureau employees.

Anyone who has not completed
their Census questionnaire by mid-
April will receive a paper
questionnaire. Lastly, Census
employees will visit any housing unit
that has not completed their Census
questionnaire by mid-May.

When responding to the 2020
Census everyone living in your home
as of April 1, 2020 should be included.
Parents, children, aunts, uncles,
grandparents, cousins, roommates –
every person living with you on April
1, 2020 are all considered members
of your household.

The U.S. Constitution mandates a
full count, every 10 years, of all persons
living in the United States. The 2020
Census will provide a snapshot of
everyone living in Scotch Plains and
across the country on April 1.

Census results are important as they
determine how many seats each state
is apportioned in the U.S. House of
Representatives as well as how over
$675 billion in federal funds are
distributed annually to states and

communities on services ranging from
roads, infrastructure, schools,
libraries, and emergency services.

All responses are protected by
federal law and kept confidential for
life. They can never be shared with
any other federal, state, or local
government, court, or law
enforcement agency. Responses are
only used to produce statistics.

“In 2010, Scotch Plains had an 87
percent response rate. While this is an
excellent response rate, that 13 percent
non-response rate could mean the
difference between more or less
funding for our community. The
mayor and township council are
committed to obtaining a complete
and accurate count in 2020,”
according to a township press release.

For more information about the 2020
Census visit, https://2020census.gov/
or https://www.scotchplainsnj.gov/
departments/2020-census/ or contact
Tom Strowe, township census
coordinator, at (908) 322-6700,
extension 317 or
tstrowe@scotchplainsnj.com.

Summit Council Bans
Single-Use Plastics

SUMMIT — The Summit Common
Council has passed three ordinances
restricting use of single-use plastics,
thus becoming the second Union
County town to ban plastics. Cranford
passed a ban in August, which  goes
into effect July 1 of this year.

Summit’s first ordinance prohibits
use of single-use plastic bags by
businesses at the point of purchase.
The second ordinance is a ban on
polystyrene (commonly known as
Styrofoam) food containers. The third
ordinance limits businesses to provide
plastic straws by customer request
only. The ordinances will go into effect
on May 1, 2020, according to a city
press release.

“Restrictions on single-use plastics
like other initiatives undertaken by
the city were an inclusive process,”
explained Summit Mayor Nora
Radest. “Before ordinances were
considered by Common Council,

community workshops were held to
gather feedback to pass ordinances
that positively impact environmental
sustainability without negative
outcomes for local businesses.”

In October of 2019, city and elected
officials held two community
workshops to answer questions and
obtain input from the business and
residential communities on the
development of the ordinances. The
ordinances were passed by common
council on November 18, 2019.

Summit joins neighbor towns of
Chatham, Madison and Maplewood
in passing single-use plastics
restrictions.

The New Jersey State Legislature is
expected to introduce legislation
restricting single-use plastics during its
next session. If the state passes stricter
regulations on plastics use, it will
supersede any local Summit ordinances,
according to Summit’s release.

Bill on Reporting Opioid
Deaths Passed by Senate

Same-Sex Parent Couples
Bill Signed Into Law

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Minority Leader Tom Kean Jr. (R-
21st, Trenton) sponsored legislation
that would more accurately reflect
the severity of the state’s opioid crisis
has cleared the Senate and moved to
Governor Phil Murphy’s desk for
consideration.

Mr. Kean’s bill (A-5446/S-3907)
would mandate a medical examiner
or health care professional who
determines a death was related to
opioids to report it to the state health
department. The bill was passed by
the Assembly in June.

“The deadly drug epidemic
continues to rage at an alarming rate
in New Jersey,” Mr. Kean said. “Drug-
related deaths often go unreported to
the state and federal governments due
to inconsistencies in investigations
and the classification of the cause of
death. If we are going to develop
policies and practices to rein in this
crisis, accurate statistics and reporting
are crucial.”

Under the bill, the health
department would publish on its

website the number of overdose deaths
and the type of opioid involved.

Since 2012, more than 16,000 drug
deaths have been reported in New
Jersey. The rate increased by 40
percent in 2016 alone.

“Opioid abuse is taking a
devastating toll on communities
across the state,” Mr. Kean said. “No
neighborhood or family is immune to
this lethal threat. This is a step we can
take immediately to fight this
scourge.”

In addition, Mr. Kean is the sponsor
of legislation (A-5445/S-3909) that
would establish a program to detect
fentanyl in the illegal drug supply.
That bill also awaits the Governor’s
action after passing the Senate.

Bill on Ill Effects of
Social Isolation

Advances by Panel
TRENTON — With more evidence

of an increasing number of people
experiencing the ill effects on their
psychological and physical health
because of social isolation, legislation
to study the impact on vulnerable
populations has advanced in the Senate.

The bill, S-3692, establishing the
New Jersey Task Force to Prevent
Loneliness and Social Isolation, was
approved by the State Senate Budget
and Appropriations Committee.

The legislation would create a task
force to study how isolation and
loneliness impact groups susceptible to
health problems caused by detachment
from social interaction. The study would
assess and report on the nature and
frequency of social isolation and
determine available resources for
combating the social isolation.

The task force would include
professionals working in or
representing organizations and
agencies that provide counseling,
health care, mental health care, support
care, or other social or daily living
assistance to members of the vulnerable
populations and their caregivers.

TRENTON — Legislation
sponsored by Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) which
would establish a process to obtain a
judgment of adoption by a spouse or
partner in a civil union, was signed
into law January 16 by Governor Phil
Murphy.

“For many years, same-sex couples
have been the subject of complicated
and discriminatory legal proceedings
to be granted parental rights for the
partner not genetically related to the
child. But this discrimination ends
today,” Mr. Scutari said. “This new
law will establish an efficient judicial
process that will be available to same-
sex couples who have utilized assisted
reproduction. These couples will
finally be given their long overdue
legal right to be recognized equally as
the parents of their child.”

“While states across the country
pass laws to restrict access to
protections for LGBTQ families, it is
vital to acknowledge the unwavering
support of Senator Scutari for leading
and championing this legislation that
eliminates the invasive and costly
barriers of confirmatory adoptions
for families here in New Jersey,” said
Danni Newbury, coordinator of the
Union County Office of LGBTQ
Services. “A law was written with
such care and intent that it secures
parental rights throughout the country
by streamlining the process to obtain
a judgment establishing parentage for
the two-parent family where the
biological parent and the non-
biological are on the birth certificate.”

The new law will establish a process

through which spouses and partners
in civil unions can obtain a judgment
of adoption that reflects that both
spouses or partners are legal parents
of a child conceived through the use
of assisted reproduction. Under the
law, parental rights confirmed through
this process would be as those of “co-
parent.”

The law will also specify that no
home study or background check will
be required by the court to issue a
judgment of adoption and clarify that
nothing in its provisions will be
deemed to terminate the parental
rights of any individual.

The 22nd Legislative District
includes Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

Sierra Club Announces
Feb. 12 Speaker

REGION — The New Jersey Sierra
Club Loantaka Group will present
Sara Webb, a Drew University
professor emeritus, who specializes
in forest ecology, invasive species
and ecological restoration, as their
Wednesday, February 12 speaker.

She will discuss how logging-
intensive forest management plans
threaten New Jersey forest health and
climate resilience in Mahon
Dickerson Reservation, Sparta
Mountain, and other public
conservation lands.

The meeting will be held from 7:30
to 9 p.m. at Library of The Chathams,
214 Main Street, Chatham.
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Cronin, Strowe Receive Appointments
From Downtown New Jersey

Sherry Cronin  Thomas Strowe
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This Is
Westfield

REGION — Downtown New Jersey
has announced the appointment of
former Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) executive director
Sherry Cronin to its officer slate as
secretary and Thomas Strowe, Scotch
Plains’s project coordinator for
redevelopment, as a member of its
board of directors.

Ms. Cronin has over 20 years
experience in downtown management
and revitalization having served as
board member and DWC executive
director, the management entity for
Westfield’s Special Improvement
District.

Under her leadership, Westfield
garnered the highly National Main
Street Center’s Great American Main
Street Award, America in Bloom
Awards, and Great Place in NJ by the
New Jersey American Planning
Association. Prior to her Downtown
Westfield tenure, Ms. Cronin spent
14 years at Prudential Financial in
various roles, including human
resources, project management,
investment accounting, finance,
mortgages, real estate audit, and sales.

“I am pleased to share my years of
experience in downtown revitalization
in this new role as secretary of Downtown
New Jersey,” Ms. Cronin said.

Mr. Strowe has led the effort to
prepare the first Scotch Plains
downtown redevelopment plan for
publicly-owned downtown
properties, and is currently leading
the negotiating effort between the

township and the conditionally
designated developer, Advance
Realty, to redevelop the township’s
downtown. Mr. Strowe was also the
driving force behind the Pantagis/
Snuffy’s redevelopment plan bringing
the first grocery store to downtown
Scotch Plains in decades, as well a
park and ride facility for residents
and commuters.

“I am honored to have been
nominated and elected to serve on the

Board of Directors for Downtown New
Jersey. Downtown New Jersey is
dedicated to ensuring the vitality and
success of our downtowns, and I look
forward to working with my fellow
board members to promote downtowns
and commercial districts across our
great state,” Mr. Strowe said.

Poll Worker Positions
Available in County

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Elections is seeking poll
workers for the 2020 Presidential
Elections.

“Serving as a Union County poll
worker is a great way to get involved
in this exciting Presidential year while
exercising your civic responsibility
by serving your community on
Election Day,” said Nicole DiRado,
administrator of the Union County
Board of Elections.

The Primary Election is Tuesday,
June 2, and the General Election is
Tuesday, November 3.

Poll workers receive a stipend of
$200 for the day.

Poll workers are stationed at each
polling place in Union County on
Election Day. They are trained to
answer questions that voters may have
about the voting process, and to ensure
everyone who is eligible to vote is
afforded the opportunity to do so.

Any Union County resident who is
18 years or older, and registered to
vote in the county, can qualify to
become a poll worker. No experience
is needed. New poll workers are
required to attend a single-session
training course. Returning poll
workers take a refresher course every
two years.

Persons interested in becoming a
poll worker are advised to apply now
in order to reserve a spot.

Copies of the poll worker
application form are available online
for download at the Board of Elections
website, ucnj.org/Poll-Worker-
Application-2020.pdf. To request an
application form by mail, call the
Board of Elections at (908) 527-4120.

Kean Bill to Create
Campus Sexual Assault
Commission Now Law
TRENTON — Legislation

sponsored by Senate Republican
Minority Leader Tom Kean (R-21st,
Westfield) to create a Campus Sexual
Assault Commission has been signed
into law.

“Our college campuses should
foster a healthy learning environment;
a secure place where students can
grow without fear of the unthinkable,”
Mr. Kean said. “Many brave survivors
have come forward to share their
stories. They, and all survivors,
deserve justice. Establishing this
commission will create real deterrents
to combat the campus assault
epidemic and keep New Jersey’s
college students safe from sexual
violence.”

Mr. Kean’s law, S-778, creates a
commission comprised of 12
members to study and evaluate
emerging issues, policies and
practices concerning campus sexual
assault. The commission would
include experts, stakeholders,
members of the public and at least
one campus sexual assault survivor.

According to a June 2017 report
by the New Jersey Task Force on
Campus Sexual Assault,
approximately 20 percent of
undergraduate women experience
sexual violence while on college
campuses around the nation, most
often in their first year of school.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Asm. Bramnick Looking at Run
For Governor in 2021

New Jersey Assembly Republican
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick is
considering a run for Governor in
2021, according to a published report.

Mr. Bramnick and his running mate,
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-
21st, Summit), won reelection in
November over an aggressive
campaign by their Democratic
opponents.

“I think my district reflects the state,
and I won by a comfortable margin in
a district where they spent close to $3
million against me,” Mr. Bramnick
told nj.com. “And I think that sent a
message that a Republican can win in
an area that looks to be difficult.”

Former Republican state
assemblyman Jack Ciatterelli of
Somerset County has announced his
intention to seek his party’s
nomination for governor in 2021. He
came in second in 2017 to former
Lieutenant Governor Kim Guadagno,
who went on to lose in the General
Election to Phil Murphy in the race
for governor.

Mr. Bramnick said he has reached
out to Republican county chairs to
discuss his “serious” intention to run
for governor. The Republican leader
opted not to run for governor in 2017.

State Republican Party Chairman
Doug Steinhardt is also possible
contender for the nomination, according
to an NJ Advance Media article.

Scutari Bill on Politician
Raises on Murphy’s Desk

Legislation sponsored by Senator
Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd, Linden),
which would prohibit retroactive
salary increases for all elected officials
throughout the state, awaits Governor
Phil Murphy’s signature after the
Senate and Assembly concurred with
the Governor’s recommendations.

“Elected officials should not have
the capability to give themselves
retroactive salary increases, especially
when there are so many working
people in New Jersey who are
suffering,” Mr. Scutari said. “As
elected officials in the Legislature,
we are prohibited from giving
ourselves retroactive raises and
bonuses. No elected official should
be able to collect back pay upon salary
increases. The overwhelming-
bipartisan support this legislation has
garnered underscores my desire to
prohibit this moral depravity.”

The basis for the bill, S-3369/A-
5090, is Linden Mayor Derek
Armstead who raised his salary from
$73,425 to $100,000 a year; receiving
a 36 percent retroactive pay raise,
resulting in Mr. Armstead receiving a
check for $26,575 of back pay for 11
months of work, according to  press
release from Mr. Scutari.

“I brought forward this piece of

legislation, colloquially referred to as
‘Derek’s Law,’ because as public
officials we aim to foster a climate of
accountability in government and to
prevent career politicians from
increasing their bank accounts by
paying themselves for work they have
already been paid for. Elected Officials
should not breach the public’s trust
and they should be getting into politics
expecting to get rich. The enactment
of this legislation will put an end to this
unfortunate exploitation of taxpayer
dollars by local elected officials,” Mr.
Scutari said.

The legislation would solely apply
to elected officials, not collectively
bargained public employees or other
government employees, according to
the release.

County GOP to Hold
Convention Jan. 28

UNION — The Union County
Republican Committee will hold their
convention on Wednesday, January
28 at Kean University’s STEM
building in Union.

This year, candidates will be chosen
for President, United States Senate,
Congress in the 7th, 8th, 10th and
12th Congressional Districts as well
as for Union County Sheriff and Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

Take Advantage of Us,

Promote Your Business

Display Ad Creation

Stand-Alone Inserts

Marketing Assistance

Website Banner Ads

Promotional Bulletins

Online-Only Supplements

Email Sponsorships

Contact Jeff Gruman,
Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified



Page 4  Thursday, January 23, 2020 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $44 • Two-year – $84 • Three-year – $122
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES   Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Christina M. Hinke
EDUCATION & ARTS

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

All The News

www.goleader.com

Westfield To Put The Town First And
Keep Partisan Politics At The Doorstep

My time as a Westfield Town Coun-
cilman has now passed. It was a privi-
lege to serve Westfield in this role
these past 12 years. And I am humbled
more than you will ever know by your
overwhelming support and trust to
place me in office way back in 2008
and then honoring me by re-electing
for two more terms.

There are far too many individuals
that I would personally like to thank,
but here I would like to thank my very
special wife Lori and my incredible
kids, Christopher and Carli, for their
support of me in this role these past
many years. Lori and I have been in
town since 1994 and I know you will
agree, we were so fortunate to live
and bring up our kids here.

As you have heard me say many
times before, when towns across the
land have a vision for their town, that
vision is Westfield. Westfield will
remain that vision if town leadership,
like during my tenure, continue to put
the town first and foremost and more
importantly keep political correctness
and partisan politics at the doorstep.
We need to look no further than Wash-
ington DC, where political correct-
ness and partisan politics are ram-
pant, to see that a swamp is no foun-
dation for a good government.

Again, I thank you all and I look
forward to seeing you around town.

Frank Arena
Westfield

Westfield Bd. Of Health Met Jan. 13
For Annual Reorganization

The Science Of
Vaccine Safety

If recent events in Trenton have
taught us anything, it’s that we need to
have a better conversation about the
science that supports our public health
solutions. Is it really “antivax” and
“anti-science” to demand that the HHS
make good on its promise to monitor
safety? Parents are not alone in their
safety concerns. At the Global Vac-
cine Safety Summit last month, Dr.
Soumya Swaminathan, WHO’s chief
scientist, acknowledged a need for
more safety studies because current
science does not support the claims
that are being made about vaccine
safety. Is the WHO “anti-vax”, too?

Ann Rosen,
Westfield

Two new members, Brendan
Bertsch and Daniel Halevy, MD, and
one new alternate member, Zoe
McKelvey, Esq, were appointed by
the Mayor with approval of Town
Council. Bill Diamantopoulos, MD,
Sharon Dorry, RN, Steven Gorelick,
PhD, Andrea Fleisch Marcus, PhD,
and Elizabeth Talmont, APN, con-
tinue to serve as members. The Board
elected me as President and Dr.
Marcus, Vice President. We also
thanked Thomas K. O’Neill, Denise
Rizzolo, PhD, PA, and David
Weinman, DMD, who served on the
Board last year.

The Westfield Regional Health
Department is a successful example
of municipal cooperation between
Westfield and seven of our neighbor-
ing communities, including Chatham
Borough, Fanwood, Garwood, Moun-
tainside, New Providence, Roselle
Park and Summit. The Board ap-
proved the budgets and contracts for
the Health Department to continue to
provide essential public health ser-
vices to the 110,000 people who live
here.

In 2019, Westfield residents had
211 newborn babies, almost the same
as in the previous year. There were 79
marriages among residents, 13 per-
cent more than in 2018, and 2 remar-
riages. Another 66 marriages occurred
in town among nonresidents. One
hundred seventy nine residents died,
a decrease of 21 or 11 percent.

Seven residents were reported with
Lyme disease in 2019, which is less
than half of the previous year. Food-
related diseases appeared to increase.
Campylobacter and salmonella each
infected 11 residents and E. coli, gia-
rdia, and shigella infected 5 residents
each. Six residents were reported with
pertussis (whooping cough), six with
hepatitis C and five with hepatitis B.
No residents had measles, mumps,
rubella (German measles), diphthe-
ria or tetanus.

The use of nicotine-addicting prod-
ucts among children is exploding,
according to the Centers for the Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. E-ciga-
rettes were the most commonly ever
used tobacco product among high
school and middle school students
overall. In response to this recog-
nized danger to children, the Board
unanimously passed on first reading
Ordinance 1-2020. This will specifi-
cally regulate the sale of electronic
smoking devices in town, primarily
to eliminate their use by children. The
proposed ordinance will be consid-
ered and voted on again at our Febru-
ary 3 meeting, to which the Westfield
community is invited.

Influenza is now widespread
throughout New Jersey and 2 chil-
dren have already died from it. The
seasonal influenza vaccination cam-
paign is underway. A simple vaccina-
tion can help prevent the flu. Good
health habits, like covering your
cough, washing your hands and stay-
ing home from school or work when
sick, can also help stop the spread of
germs and prevent respiratory ill-
nesses like the flu. Residents can find
information on influenza and local
vaccination sites at the health
department’s website https://
www.westfieldnj.gov/health in the
Seasonal Information tab.

The Health Department will vigor-
ously continue its childhood and adult
vaccination programs, school immu-
nization audits, retail food inspec-
tions and public health education ac-
tivities. Two public schools were au-
dited in December for vaccination
program requirements and both had
100 percent compliance.

The Board reiterated its strong sup-
port for the statewide elimination of
the religious exemption for childhood
vaccinations to attend school. We
greatly appreciate the efforts of Megan
Avallone, who is our Health Officer
and also the President of the NJ Asso-
ciation of County and City Health
Officials, for her courageous leader-
ship to protect children from vaccine-
preventable deadly communicable
diseases throughout the state.

In 2019, the Board had 9 court
cases. Most concerned retail food
establishments or tobacco sales to
minors. In each, the health
department’s actions were upheld by
the court, resulting in total fines of
$4,500, plus $297 in court costs.

Information about all of the Health
Department’s activities, including
helpful health-related advice and rec-
ommendations, such as concerning e-
cigarettes and screening programs,
and free education programs, is avail-
able at https://www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. Recent topics in the
department’s monthly newsletter,
Your Health Matters, include healthy
sleep, exercise and cervical health. It
is available on the department’s
website in the January Newsletter tab.
You can sign up to receive health
department information at https://
www.westfieldnj.gov/townupdates.

The complete minutes of the Janu-
ary 13 Board meeting will be posted
after review and approval at our Feb-
ruary 3 meeting, which starts at 5:30
p.m. in the Municipal Building. As
always, the public is invited to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Board of Health

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Hyperphasia – Loss of the control of

speech
2. Lyssophobia – An abnormal fear of

becoming insane
3. Houri – A nymph of paradise or a

seductively beautiful woman
4. Cytology – A branch of biology

dealing with the structure, function and
history of cells

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

INCENDIARISM
1. Discarding or tossing off
2. Willful destruction of property by

fire
3. Extreme rage; violence
4. An exploration or expedition to settle

unnamed territory
RETROMINGENT

1. Situated behind the throat
2. Turned up at the tip: said of a pug

nose
3. Discharging the urine backwards
4. Leaping or hopping backwards

CASTOREUM
1. A substance having a strong, pen-

etrating smell, obtained from beaver sex
glands

2. A mineral, silicate of aluminum and
lithium

3. A military encampment
4. Cement

CHROMIDROSIS
1. In botany, abnormal coloration in

parts of a plant ordinarily green
2. Refraction of light into separate

colors, such as with a prism
3. Albinism
4. A condition characterized by abnor-

mally colored perspiration

Democrat Bills Thwart Hiring
Contractors in NJ Signed Into Law

(TRENTON) – Six measures thwart-
ing the hiring of workers as independent
contractors were signed into law Mon-
day. The laws stem from recommenda-
tions made by the Governor’s Task Force
on Employee Classification in July. Ac-
cording to the report, hiring of indepen-
dent contractor employees by employers
has increased 40 percent in the last ten
years and has become a growing problem
depriving the State of needed tax rev-
enues. This has resulted in state income
taxes not being paid for up to $11 million
in off-the-books employment and nearly
$9 million from employment of
misclassified workers.

As the result of these bills passed by the
Democrats, employers reported being
forced to lay off thousands of workers in
the state.

Assembly members Wayne DeAngelo
(D-Mercer, Middlesex), Paul Moriarty
(D-Camden, Gloucester), Linda Carter
(D-Middlesex, Somerset, Union), Clinton
Calabrese (D-Bergen, Passaic), Nicholas
Chiaravalloti (D-Hudson), Shanique
Speight (D-Essex), Anthony Verrelli
(Mercer, Hunterdon), Joe Danielsen (D-
Middlesex, Somerset) and Eric
Houghtaling (D-Monmouth) are the spon-

sors of the bills signed by the Governor.
The laws are: A-5838 (DeAngelo/

Danielsen/Houghtaling); A-5839
(Moriarty/Verrelli/DeAngelo); A-5840
(Carter/Moriarty); A-5841; (Calabrese/
Verrelli/Moriarty); A-5842
(Chiaravalloti/Moriarty); and  A-5843
(Speight/Verrelli/Moriarty).

The sponsors issued the following joint
statement:  “Classifying workers as inde-
pendent contractors as an alternative to
full or part-time employment has been a
grossly misused practice of
misclassification. It hurts employees and
their families who do not have access to
critical benefits and protections they are
entitled to by law, including minimum
wage, overtime compensation, family and
medical leave and unemployment insur-
ance. It also hurts each of the taxpayers
and businesses paying their fair share
while others avoid their tax duties.

“These laws will work in concert to
stem the practice of misclassification to-
gether with expanding stop work orders
beyond those for construction trades and
prevailing wage, and requiring tax data to
be shared between the state Department
of Treasury and Labor to support more
comprehensive investigations.”

Proposed Westfield Parks
Upgrades Are Ambitious

Winter Will Be Here A While: Be
A Good Neighbor to Those In Need

Upgrading area and county parks is a big issue.
After a year of discussion led by Westfield’s Parks
and Recreation Strategic Plan Steering Committee,
the town last week released the final draft of the
parks and recreation master plan, which calls for
spending $41 million over 10 years on a dozen
Westfield municipal parks. Meanwhile, Union
County is set to open three more turf fields in 2020.
This comes after a busy 2019, which saw the opening
of a new clubhouse with restaurant at Ash Brook
Golf Course in Scotch Plains, at a cost of $9 million,
and plans for a $10-million facility at Oak Ridge
Park in Clark.

Highlights of the Westfield Parks and Recreation
Master Plan include proposals for a field house at
Tamaques Park, the town’s largest park, at a cost of
$2.9 million, as well as a rental and meeting facility
at a cost of $402,000. Parking lots would be ex-
panded at several parks. Also, plans call for the
temporary ice rink, now located in the Gumbert Field
parking lot on the Garwood border, to be moved to
the Memorial Park parking lot. In addition, an
amphitheatre and a restroom facility would be added
to the town’s Elm Street property.

The county is returfing Snyder Avenue Park in
Berkeley Heights, a multi-use field, as well as a
separate baseball field within the facility that was

natural grass. The multi-purpose field is used for
football, soccer and lacrosse. In addition, two multi-
purpose turf fields are under construction at Madi-
son Avenue Park in Rahway. The Oak Ridge Park
facility will be used by both Union County College
teams and by sports organizations and residents
throughout the county. The facility is expected to
open in the fall. The college’s original plan to place
the facility at its Cranford campus was opposed by
neighbors. The county also spent $7 million to
upgrade the Warinanco Park skating facility into a
year-round building. That facility opened in 2017.

We are encouraged by Westfield’s ambitious plans,
which will now go before the recreation commis-
sion for review. One of the recommendations is to
“partner with Westfield Public Schools to improve
and maintain fields at other schools used by athletic
leagues in Westfield” as well as to pursue grants and
partners to help offset the costs.

The report recommends that individual master
plans be established at several parks including
Tamaques and Memorial. Security cameras also
will be added, which is important given the signifi-
cant, long-term investment that is about to be made
to these facilities.

We encourage residents to attend meetings as this
plan moves into the implementation phase.

After teasing us with several days of spring-like
weather, winter did an about-face last weekend,
visiting our area with a seasonal mix of cold, snow
and sleet. While the snow pretty much came and
went, the frigid air hung around into Tuesday, al-
though more moderate temps have been forecasted
for the remainder of this week.

While winter presents certain hazards for every-
one, especially those of us who must travel or work
outdoors, this time of year can be particularly
difficult for individuals who already face chal-
lenges due to age, health conditions and/or re-
stricted mobility.

Such persons include older adults, especially
seniors without family living close by; those with
physical or developmental disabilities, or cognitive
impairments such as dementia; the homebound and
those with limited material resources. All may find
navigating the winter months to be daunting.

These individuals may not be well equipped to
deal with a weather-related power outage or utility
malfunction that leaves them without heat or elec-
tricity, nor snow-blocked ventilation outlets that can
result in carbon-monoxide poisoning.

Additionally, storms or slick roads may prevent
them from getting to stores, pharmacies or doctor
appointments. Senior citizens can find their already
heightened risk for falls exacerbated by slippery

surfaces, and face additional dangers if they overex-
ert themselves from shoveling snow or performing
other strenuous tasks.

All of us can be “a good neighbor,” especially
during winter but throughout the year, to those
dealing with circumstances such as these. We
encourage anyone who knows of someone with
age, health or mobility difficulties to reach out and
make sure that individual is safe and has what he
or she needs. Perhaps they could use assistance
with transportation, snow removal or other neces-
sities. People sometimes do not know where to
turn or are hesitant to ask for help. Beyond that,
just a call or a friendly visit may make winter a
little warmer for them as well.

We must be mindful that spring is still eight weeks
away, and Mother Nature can have many moods
between now and March 20, and even beyond. It’s
a cold reality — literally. We won’t soon forget the
arctic blast and round of nor’easters that walloped
our area two years ago, nor the widespread effects
of last year’s deadly polar vortex.

Our local communities are collectively known,
year round, for being made up of good neighbors.
Within that tradition is area residents’ steadfast
commitment to meeting the needs of the most vul-
nerable among us — a commitment that will surely
get us all through another winter.

Alcohol OKd For the
Arts and Non-Profits
Sens. Tom Kean and Michael Testa’s

legislation to boost support for the arts
through allowing alcohol sales at small,
non-profit theaters has been signed into
law.

“This law will encourage more New
Jerseyans to go their local theater where
they can grab a drink, sit back, and enjoy
the show,” said Kean (R-21). “Giving
small theaters the opportunity to serve
alcohol opens an untapped revenue stream
to support plays and performances. This
will increase foot traffic and ticket sales,
and bolster non-profit theater’s bottom
lines across the Garden State.”

“Local theaters give back to our com-
munities in numerous ways,” said Testa
(R-1). “This new law will help many local
theaters in South Jersey continue to grow
and succeed.”
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Holy Trinity School to Hold Open House
WESTFIELD — Holy Trinity

School will hold an open house on
Sunday, January 26th.

The event will run from 1:30pm to
4:00pm. All are welcome to visit the
school, which offers Pre-K 2 through
8th grade.

Do you want your child to learn in
an accepting and caring environment,
with a focus not only on top-notch
academics but also developing well-
rounded, community-minded
individuals? Holy Trinity School
provides a nurturing, creative
environment that instills in children
the skills necessary for academic
excellence. A 2011 Blue Ribbon
School and Middle States accredited,
Holy Trinity School continues to
provide pathways to high school,
college and career success.

What sets us apart? Small class
sizes and differentiated learning in
math, English and literature give all
students the personalized attention
they need to thrive. And with religious
instruction as part of the program,
respect and caring for others are
taught every day, throughout the
curriculum. Weekly club periods
during the school day for grades 5
through 8 to help students hone a
skill or learn a new one. Academic
after school programs include a chess
club, drama club, and an award
winning FLL Robotics team. Sports
offerings include basketball, track
and cross country, as well as
volleyball and golf.

Holy Trinity prepares students for
the future. Students take part in STEM
and project-based learning at every
grade level. They also have access to
a state-of-the-art computer lab, as
well as Google Classroom,
SmartBoards, IPads, and
Chromebooks.  Students also have
access to various hardware tools, such
as digital cameras, drones, coding
robots, Echo Dot games, and software
programs that teach coding with
sustainability lessons embedded.

OPEN HOUSE...Holy Trinity School will hold an open house on Sunday, January 26th
from 1:30pm-4:00pm.

Holy Trinity School is currently
accepting students at all grade levels
for the 2020-2021 school year,
including middle school. Join us in
taking a tour, seeing the campus and
meeting our teachers. Come see what
a modern Catholic education looks
like.

Since 1916, Holy Trinity School
has provided a quality Catholic
education to Westfield and the
surrounding communities. A 2011
National Blue Ribbon and a Middle
States accredited school, its mission
is to educate students to actualize
their full, individual potential, both
spiritually and academically. Holy
Trinity School, preparing our future
now. www.holytrinityschool.org..
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Westfield Green Team Looks Back
At A Year Of Accomplishments

The Westfield Green Team cel-
ebrated a banner year of action at its
final 2019 meeting in December. With
a sense of urgency and a strong com-
mitment to using our resources
sustainably, the 2019 Green Team was
busy on many fronts. The long-used
refrain of sustainable solid waste man-
agement – “reduce, reuse and recycle”
– works just as well for all of our
initiatives.

REDUCE: The first “R,” REDUCE,
is the toughest, but most important,
guidepost. This year the Green Team
launched the first ever Westfield Home
Energy Saving Program, offering in-
home energy use audits. The audits
allow residents to see what energy
savings are possible in their homes,
and understand the upfront costs asso-
ciated with various energy-reduction
projects.

Thanks to a technical assistance
grant from Rutgers, we are develop-
ing three demonstration rain gardens
that will reduce the flow of pollutants
to our ground water. The Green Team
is also working to develop a town-
wide impervious cover assessment and
stormwater management plan — the
goal is to reduce localized flooding
after intense storms, which are be-
coming more frequent.

Reducing our reliance on cars is a
huge, but important, challenge. Nearly
half of green house gases generated in
our area of NJ come from transporta-
tion. Westfield is fortunate to have a
train line and a centralized, vibrant
downtown. But we still have local
transportation challenges — it’s diffi-
cult for commuters and shoppers to
get to and from the downtown, and
children to get to and from school.

Members of the Green Team worked
actively this year with the steering
committee of the Master Plan Reex-
amination Report providing inputs to
mainstream sustainability into all ele-
ments of the Plan – land use, circula-
tion, housing, community facilities,
economic development, etc. In par-
ticular, the team participated actively
in the town’s bike and walking plan to
help craft a safe and robust – even
beautiful – set of routes throughout
the town for walking and biking.

REUSE: Driving re-use was front
and center at the first ever Green Team-
sponsored Free Market Swap in May.
Local residents donated over two tons
of gently used household items. About
half of those items found second
homes, and the remainder were do-
nated to Green Drop.

Many residents are concerned about
the use of single-use plastics, which
are accumulating in our landfills and
waterways. Over the course of 2019,
the Green Team provided 900 sturdy
shopping bags and 600 metal straws
to town residents, encouraging reuse.

RECYCLE: This year marked the
launch of our food waste collection
effort, in partnership with Waste Man-
agement, our local waste collector.
Food waste is now collected at the
conservation center, sent to a process-
ing facility in Elizabeth where it is
turned into a slurry, and then brought
to Rahway Valley Sewer Authority
where it is combined with sludge in an

anaerobic disgester to produce a gas
that is then burned to produce energy
used by the pumps and other equip-
ment at RVSA. This pilot program has
been a tremendous success — we’ve
tripled the number of collection bins
in just a few months.

Recycling is the centerpiece of a
newly bustling conservation center on
Lambert’s Mill Road. With Green
Team support and a strong partner-
ship with the Department of Public
Works, the center now also accepts
Styrofoam, batteries, neon lights, and
plastic bags and has collected over
XYZ for recycling.

OUTREACH and RESOURCES:
The Green Team declared the month
May “Earth Month,” and celebrated
with the Free Market Swap, lectures,
movies, and the first of two park clean-
ups. Park cleanups targeted [which
parks], with more than 60 volunteers
at each.

Members of the Green Team have
also worked with several elementary
schools, holding assemblies on the “3
Rs” and working to inspire the next
generation. In addition to working with
students, the Green Team arranged for
a free training on Green Infrastructure
for town officials and residents with
the help of the Rutgers Water Re-
sources Extension program.

And finally, in partnership with the
Downtown Westfield Corporation, the
Green Team launched the Green
Westfield Medallion Program to pro-
mote and recognize sustainable prac-
tices in our downtown businesses.
Businesses that are taking even small
steps toward sustainability now have
a recognizable sticker in their front
window. We teamed up with the Eco-
nomic Vitality Committee of the DWC
and are benefiting from the energy
and forward-looking thinking of that
group. Look for the medallion in the
storefront windows!

The Green Team is established as a
Town Council committee under Coun-
cilman David Contract and led by
volunteer Co-Chairs Tim Van Epp,
Medea Villere and Janette Spezio (be-
ginning 2020). If you are interested in
volunteering for, or getting additional
information on, any of the Green Team
activities, you can go to https://
www.westfieldnj.gov/green or you can
email the Co-Chairs directly at
wfgreenteamchairs@gmail.com. The
Green Team meets once a month, gen-
erally on the last Tuesday of the month,
and any and all are invited to attend.

Karrie Hanson
Downtown Westfield Corporation

Liaison to the Westfield Green Team

Bobby Thomson and ‘The
Shot Heard ‘Round the World’

Baseball’s Houston Astros are cur-
rently being accused of using technol-
ogy such as cameras and electronic
devices, including in their World Se-
ries win, to alert batters what type of
pitch such as a fastball or curveball is
on its way.A recent Wall Street Journal
article was written by Joshua Prager
who, in the past, authored a book on
Bobby Thomson, including a descrip-
tion of his and history’s most famous
and controversial home run, “The shot
heard ‘round the world.” Pragerclaims
that there was a spying telescope-cam-
era in center field that revealed the
finger signals of the catcher identifying
which type of pitch the pitcher, Ralph
Branca, would throw. It was a fastball
which signal allegedly was sent to
Bobby which helped him hit the
homerun that won the pennant for the
NY Giants over the Brooklyn Dodgers
in 1951. Now Bobby has vigorously
denied the happening, but Prager claims
that he, in a weak moment, confessed
to him that he did.

A few decades ago, I was introduced
to Bobby by his warm and charming
girlfriend – she doesn’t like the cold
“companion” word–, Esther Daniels,
who was a very close friend to my late
wife, Patrice. Over time we became
friends. One day, when he and I were
having lunch at Patsy’s in Manhattan,
somehow, the delicate subject of the
homerun came up. At that time, he and
Branca were a two-man traveling show
where Branca emphatically claimed that
Bobby received the telescopic signal.
Now, though this was a drawing-card
of this duet, the repetitive accusation

understandably sometimes got under
his skin. His answer to me was that
Branca really believed it, and it was
best for Branca and their show to keep
it that way. After all, controversy draws
a crowd. I sensed that he was becoming
a bituncomfortable and decided to
change the subject and asked, “Bobby,
do you like clams oreganate?” His re-
sponse? “Steve, the signal was sent,
but, for some reason, maybe it was
pride, I decided to ignore it. Look, the
Dodgers beat the hell out of us in the
second game, which doesn’t say much
about the power of signaling. And, let
me add, even if you know a fastball is
coming, you don’t know where, and
even if you did, it doesn’t guarantee
that you’ll hit a home run. Just ask any
baseball player.”(For the record, I con-
ducted an Internet search and discov-
ered that Bobby hit a game-winning
home run off of Branca in the first
game).

After the Prager article, I decided to
ask Esther, (Bobby left us in 2010 at
age 86 under the loving care of his
daughter, Nancy), whether she’d ever
discussed the home run mystery with
Bobby. He vehemently denied observ-
ing the signal not only to her but also
totheir close friends. So where does
that leave us? Bobby is an inspirational
American legend admired by millions,
and it’s time to bury that unprovable
accusation, and let the legend continue.
What comes to mind is the wise, old
Arab proverb, “Least said soonest
mended.”

Stephen DeFelice, M.D.
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

WHAT A SHOT...Stephen DeFelice and Bobby Thomson.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

BOARD OF HEALTH

Ordinance 20-10-01 was introduced by
the Board of Health of the Borough of
Fanwood on January 9, 2020.

Copies of this ordinance can be ob-
tained without cost at the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fan-
wood, New Jersey between the hours of
8AM and 4PM, Monday thru Friday and
Thursday Evening 5PM thru 8PM.

The purpose of this ordinance is

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING PART
IV, BOARD OF HEALTH
REGULATIONS OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF FANWOOD TO ADD
A NEW CHAPTER, CHAPTER
8, REGULATING THE SALE
AND MANUFACTURE OF
ELECTRONIC SMOKING DE-
VICES”

Public hearing and adoption of this ordi-
nance will be held on or before March 5,
2020, or as soon thereafter as the matter
may be heard.

Colleen M. Huehn, Secretary
Fanwood Board of Health

1 T - 01/23/20, The Times Fee: $26.01

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

BOARD OF HEALTH

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

Please be advised that in compliance
with the “Open Public Meetings Act”, the
Cranford Board of Health has scheduled
the meeting. The meeting will be held on
February 10th, 2020 in Room 108 of the
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey at 6:30 P.M. Formal
action may be taken.

Monika Koscova-Jencik,
Registered Environmental Health Specialist

1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $13.77

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 15th of Janu-
ary the Planning Board of the Township of
Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:

1. Application PB-19-004: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization approving
the request of Food Truck Inc. for prelimi-
nary and final site plan approval, and mul-
tiple “c” variances and design waivers in
order to construct an addition to an exist-
ing warehouse and operate a new technol-
ogy/food delivery service on Block 640 Lot
6.01 as designated on the Township Tax
Map also known as 40-42 Jackson Drive in
the C-1 zone and Block 640 Lots 2 and 3 as
designated on the Township Tax Map also
known as also 677-679 Raritan Road in
the NC zone.

2. Appointed Maser Consulting for
planning services for the Year 2020.

3. Appointed Jonathan Drill, Esq. as
Planning Board attorney for year 2020

Kathy Lenahan
Board Administrator

1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $25.50

Politics Is A Part Of Our Lives But
Being Uncivil Is Not For Scotch Plains
In the 36 plus years I have been a

resident of this town, my husband and
I have given a lot to make this the kind
of place we wanted to live. No place
is perfect, but there has been a steady
deterioration of civility that has cre-
ated an air of discord.

Civility totally walked out the door
on Tuesday, January 7 at our Council
re-organization meeting. It was one of
the most contentious meetings I have
ever seen. Our Deputy Mayor, Josh
Losardo, showed total disrespect for
our elected Mayor by repeatedly cut-
ting him off and the final insult called
for a vote while he was still speaking.

Parliamentary procedures exist to
handle your concerns. As a lawyer, do

you cut off the judge when he is
addressing the court?

I  have a question for Losardo:
When you choose to insult the mayor
thus insulting all the residents of
Scotch Plains, why did you choose to
move to live here? Such abhorrent
display says you do not give a damn
about the residents. Politics is a part
of our lives, but being uncivil is not a
requirement.

Whether we are God fearing or
atheist as lots of our residents think
you are, we deserve respect and you
owe the Mayor and town an apology.

Elizabeth Mangan
Scotch Plains

MEMORABLE EVENING...Guests enjoy the Mountainside Restoration
Committee’s previous “Downton Abbey” cocktail party. This year, on February
28, the committee will host a “Downton Abbey...The Titanic Connection”
inspired cocktail party at the historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield House, featuring
hors d’oeuvres, dessert, music and a presentation of “Sinkable...Unthinkable.”

Downton Abbey-Titanic Party Theme
MOUNTAINSIDE – Fans of “Downton

Abbey” will appreciate the show’s con-
nection to the 1912 sinking of the Titanic,
which took the heir to the Crawley fortune
with it. This set off the chain of events that
led to many of the plot twists during six
seasons of the popular show.

Volunteers at Mountainside’s Dea-
con Andrew Hetfield House plan a
“Downton Abbey...The Titanic Connec-
tion” Cocktail Party. Scheduled from 7
to 9:30 p.m. on Friday, February 28, at
the Hetfield House, this event will serve
as a fundraiser for the Mountainside
Restoration Committee. A portion of the
proceeds will go to the restoration and
maintenance of the historic Hetfield and
Levi Cory houses. The snow date for the
event is Saturday, February 29.

A highlight of the evening will be a
presentation entitled
“Sinkable...Unthinkable” by history edu-
cator Meg Wastie. Ms. Wastie will pro-
vide an overview of the Titanic’s fateful
night, discuss who was on board and
provide a sense of what it was like on the
ship. Her PowerPoint presentation will
include quotes from survivors to high-
light the many interesting, often sadly
ironic, facts about the famous ship and
its ill-fated passengers. Ms. Wastie, a
retired teacher, is the program consult-
ant for the Westfield Historical Society.
She formerly worked with the Museum
of Early Trades & Crafts in Madison,
and has been actively involved with his-
tory groups in the Somerset Hills area.

The event will feature special
“Downton Abbey”-inspired hors
d’oeuvres and sweets with a signature
cocktail, wine and beer. Decorated with
“Downton Abbey” décor and served by

costumed servers, the program also will
feature trivia games and period-appropri-
ate music. Guests are encouraged to dress
in period costume or to dress for cock-
tails. The cost is $50 per person.

The evening will begin with a recep-
tion in the Hetfield House’s formal par-
lor, where guests will enjoy music, appe-
tizers and a signature cocktail, beer, cham-
pagne and wine. After the reception, guests
will proceed to the center rooms and
small tables for more hors d’oeuvres and
the “Sinkable...Unthinkable” presenta-
tion. Afterward, they will enjoy desserts,
coffee/tea and participate in “Downton
Abbey”-era trivia games. Throughout the
evening, costumed servers will assist
guests amidst era-appropriate decorations
accompanied by Edwardian and 20’s
music. Interested adults should call for
reservations immediately. Full payments
are due within one week of reservation.
Reservation forms can be found at the
Mountainside Public Library, Borough
Hall, at mountainsidehistory.org or by
calling (908) 789-9420.

The Deacon Andrew Hetfield House
and Levi Cory House are located at Con-
stitution Plaza adjacent to the Mountain-
side Public Library. Constitution Plaza is
the first right off Birch Hill Road, which is
off New Providence Road near the Moun-
tainside Volunteer Fire House. The Moun-
tainside Restoration Committee is a com-
mittee of volunteers which has as its mis-
sion to restore and maintain the Deacon
Andrew Hetfield House and the Levi Cory
House and collect and to save historic
information and items from destruction.
To make reservations, for information, or
to donate funds, call (908) 789-9420 or go
to mountainsidehistory.org.
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Westfield History Spot:
January 24, 1782

Did you know there was once a
public hanging in Westfield? James
Morgan was hung from gallows at the
top of Gallows Hill Road (that is how
it got its name!) on January 24, 1782.
Morgan was an American sentry who
was convicted of killing the popular
patriot James Caldwell, pictured
above. It was believed the British
bribed him with gold. After a short

trial at the Westfield Presbyterian
Church, Morgan met his end, and
after the hanging was buried in a
nearby unmarked grave.

As part of the celebration of the
300th Anniversary of Westfield, which
begins this month, there will be a
reenactment of this dramatic moment
in Westfield history. Keep an eye out
for a future announcement.

– Obituaries –

Image by Sven Erik Arndt
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Westfield Library Classes
To Teach Computer Skills

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library is offering
opportunities during January and
February for area residents to learn
new computer skills.

A librarian will teach
“Downloading to your iPhone or
iPad” on Tuesday, February 11, from
2:30 to 3:30 p.m. This class will
cover downloading of e-books, e-
audiobooks and magazines from the
library’s digital collection.

The digital collection includes RB
Digital (e-books, e-audiobooks and
magazines), Freading (e-books),
EBSCO (e-books), ELibraryNJ
(Overdrive — ebooks, audiobooks)
and Hoopla (ebooks, e-audiobooks,
music and movies).

Participants must bring their
digital device, library card number
and device passwords to the class.

Consultant Karen Camden will
lead three classes in January and
February for job hunters and those
seeking to improve their computer
skills. On Thursday, January 30,
from 10 a.m. to noon, she will
present Part I of “How to Create a
Résumé in Microsoft Word” and on
Thursday, February 13, from 10 a.m.
to noon, she will present Part II.

“In our current economic climate,
each job posting can receive 500 to
1,000 responses or more,” said Ms.
Camden. “In this hands-on
workshop, you will learn how Word
can help you create a résumé that
stands out from the crowd.”

As a bonus, each student who
completes both parts of the class
will receive “Top Ten Tips for a
Successful Job Search.”

Prerequisites for the class are
keyboarding skills and a minimum of
Basic Word Level 1. Attendees should
bring a thumb drive to save their work
and for homework assignments.

On Tuesday, February 18, from 10
a.m. to noon, Ms. Camden will teach
Microsoft Power Point 2010 Basic
Overview. PowerPoint can be used
to create professional presentations.
These presentations work like slide
shows in that each slide acts as a
blank canvas for the pictures and
words that tell the user’s story.

In this hands-on class, attendees
will become familiar with the
features that will allow them to
build expert  presentat ions.
Prerequisites include keyboarding
skills and an ability to comfortably
navigate Windows. Attendees are
welcome to bring a thumb drive to
save their presentations.

These classes are free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus
libraries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement
Libraries. Interested persons are
encouraged to check the Westfield
Memorial Library website, wmlnj.org,
to see if their library is a MURAL
participant. To register for any of the
upcoming programs, visit wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or stop by the
library at 550 East Broad Street for
a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Howard E. Kronick, Founder
Of Click Messenger Service

Howard E. Kronick, born June
19, 1933, passed away after a long
illness, early morning on Wednes-
day, January 15.

Howard grew up in Passaic, N.J.,
and raised his family in Westfield,
N.J.

Howard graduated with a Bach-
elor of Science degree from Rutgers
University of Pharmacy. He served
as a pharmacist in the U.S. Army as
well as a retail pharmacist in the
beginning of his career. He founded
and ran Click Messenger Service for
the next 35 years.

Howard was a strong supporter
of Jewish Family Service, the JCC,
and Temple Beth O’r, as well as
many veterans’ organizations.

Howard, an avid tennis player,
loved to travel and spend time with
family and friends.

Howard is survived by his wife

of 64 years,  Judith Shapiro
Kronick; sons, David Kronick
(Emily Tetzlaff) and Drew Kronick
(Kathleen); daughters, Suzanne
Tunnell (Ken) and Joan Johnson
(Keith), and eleven grandchildren,
Chelsea and Noah Kronick, Hannah
(Mark Spencer), Shane, Austin,
Tate and Dylan Kronick, Ian, Sa-
rah and Cameron Tunnell, and Jor-
dan Johnson, as well as his sister,
Lila Grob, and many nieces and
nephews.

Funeral services were held at
Temple Beth O’r Beth Torah, 111
Valley Road, Clark, N.J. Burial fol-
lowed at King Solomon Cemetery in
Clifton, N.J.

Donations may be made in
Howard’s memory to Jewish Fam-
ily Service of Central New Jersey
or to Temple Beth O’r Beth Torah.
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Hist. Soc. Launches
Membership Drive

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society Membership
Committee has announced that the
Society’s 2020 membership
campaign is underway.

The Cranford Historical Society
is  a non-profi t  educational
organization which since 1927 has
maintained as its mission to preserve
and perpetuate the history of
Cranford for the present and future
generations.

Membership supports
continuation of the Historical
Society’s archives,  costume
department, maintenance of the
Hanson House and Crane-Phillips
House Museum, third-grade school
tours, the History Award program
which annually recognizes a
Cranford High School senior, and
community outreach programs and
events for visitors of all ages.

Additionally, members receive
five issues a year of the Historical
Society’s newsletter, the “Mill
Wheel.”

A 2020 Membership Form can
be found on the Society’s website
at cranfordhistoricalsociety.org.
For more information about joining
the Cranford Historical Society,
call the Society’s office at (908)
276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

Ms. Erickson to Sing
American Songbook
FANWOOD — The Fanwood

Memorial Library will present
“Carol Erickson Sings the Great
American Songbook” this Sunday,
January 26, beginning at 2 p.m.
Admission is free. The library is
located at 5 Forest Road.

Ms. Erickson breathes life into
classics by Cole Porter, Irving Berlin,
George and Ira Gershwin and many
others. She is accompanied on the
piano by Bob McHugh, a versatile
musician who has performed at
Count Basie Theatre, Lincoln Center,
New York Public Library and the
Newark Museum.

This program is made possible by
the support of the Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library. For more
information about this and other free
library programs, visit the library’s
website, fanwoodlibrary.org.

Trailside to Hold Program
Featuring ‘Rosa Parks’

MOUNTAINSIDE — Union
County residents and visitors have
the opportunity to “meet” Rosa
Parks in a first-person interpreter
presentation by Alexandra Ford of
the American Historical Theatre.
The event is free and is
made possible by fund-
ing from the New Jer-
sey Council for the Hu-
manities.

The program will take
place on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 13, from 7 to 8
p.m., at Union County’s
Trailside Nature and
Science Center, located
at 452 New Providence
Road, Mountainside.
Ample free parking is
available at the site.
Trailside is featuring this event in
celebration of Black History Month.

Rosa Parks became an icon of
the civil rights movement 65 years
ago, in 1955, after she was arrested
for refusing to give up her seat on
a segregated public bus in Mont-
gomery, Ala.

Mrs. Parks was an active member
of her local NAACP chapter, and
her arrest helped spark a 381-day
boycott of the Montgomery bus sys-
tem. The boycott marked the first
large-scale demonstration against
segregation in the United States.

“The story of Rosa Parks is a
reminder that individual actions
can lead to extraordinary change,”

said Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella. “The Free-
holder Board is very proud to help
keep her legacy alive through this
special presentation.”

Ms. Ford is an actor-historian with
the American Historical
Theatre Company. She
has an AAS degree in Lit-
erature, Arts, and Philoso-
phy from Camden County
College, and earned her
Bachelor of Fine Arts de-
gree in Theatre Studies
from Montclair State Uni-
versity.

To research the role,
Ms. Ford traveled to
Montgomery and read ex-
tensively on the life of
Rosa Parks and the civil

rights movement.
Attendees must be adults age 18

or older or high-school students.
Space is limited and pre-registration
is recommended through the
Trailside Talks link on the Union
County activities online registration
website, https://secure.rec1.com/NJ/
union-county-nj/catalog (scroll
down for the Trailside Talks link).

The Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center is a facility of the
Union County Department of Parks
and Recreation. For more informa-
tion on all activities for all ages,
including February Festivities at
Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or
visit ucnj.org/parks-recreation.

SAR Guest to Highlight
Historic Fishkill Depot

WESTFIELD — The West Fields
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution invites the community
to a historical presentation by Lance
Ashworth, president of the Friends
of the Fishkill Supply Depot
(FOFSD). It will take place at 7:30
p.m. on Friday, January 31, at the
Westfield Municipal Building,
located at 425 East Broad Street.

In his presentation, entitled “The
Fishkill Supply Depot: Saving the
Last Great Revolutionary War Site,”
Mr. Ashworth will speak about the
historic significance of the Fishkill
depot and encampment for the
Continental Army and General
George Washington; the multiple
critical purposes it served in the
Revolutionary War, and extensive
current efforts to preserve the site —
where graves of dozens of Continental
soldiers have been identified — in the
face of encroaching development.

Located near the Hudson River,
60 miles north of New York City,
Fishkill beginning in late 1776 was
a place “where material and supplies
to keep the Continental troops
fighting were built, collected and
distributed, where British soldiers

were imprisoned and Americans
received hospital care, where
Revolutionary War soldiers served
and over 300 were buried in
unmarked graves,” according to the
Friends of the Fishkill Supply
Depot. Information is available at
fishkillsupplydepot.org.

Mr. Ashworth, who lives in Fishkill,
N.Y., is a graduate of the United States
Military Academy at West Point and
served in the active U.S. Army, where
he achieved the rank of captain. Under
his direction, the FOFSD has reached
significant milestones: achieving
federal 501[c](3) not-for-profit status;
creating and overseeing, in
partnership with the Fishkill Historical
Society, an annual Revolutionary War
Weekend encampment; and
expanding strategic relationships at
the local, state and federal levels. As
primary grants-writer, he obtained a
$24,600 grant from the National Park
Service American Battlefield
Protection Program to create a first-
ever comprehensive technical report
of the more than three dozen known
archeological digs to have occurred
at the Supply Depot site since the
beginning of the last century.

This program is open to the public
and light refreshments will be served.
For further information, contact
Warren Fristensky, West Fields SAR
Chapter president, at (908) 654-1731.

Bruce A. Merkler
Bruce Alfred Merkler, 63, passed

away on Sunday, January 12, 2020,
in Easton, Pa., where he resided
for the past four years.

Born in Plainfield,
N.J., Bruce was raised
in Westfield by his
mother, Marie “Dosie”
Sisto Merkler, and his
father, Larry Merkler,
among many aunts,
uncles and cousins.

Bruce graduated from
Westfield High School
in 1974 and continued
higher education classes
in construction while
living in Phoenix, Ariz.

Bruce worked in
construction his entire
career, most notably as
a superintendent for commercial
construction sites in New Jersey,
New York, Arizona and California.

Bruce always brought a smile and
a laugh to anyone, as he was always
ready to crack a joke. He made
friends with everybody he met, and
those who were lucky to be close
with him, knew how much he valued
the relationships he built.

His generosity will never be

forgotten, as you could always look
to him for a favor, no matter how
big or small.

A lifelong Oakland Raiders fan,
Bruce’s tattoo of the
Raider emblem showed
his pride for his favorite
team.

He is survived by a
daughter, Grace Merkler
of Philadelphia, Pa.; a
sister, Donna Wanat of
Westfield, N.J.; a niece,
Melissa Wanat
Armstrong, and two
nephews, Daniel Wanat
and Jack Rutter, along
with his ex-wife and best
friend, Allison Rutter.

A celebration of life
will be held at the Pines

Manor in Edison, N.J., on Sunday,
January 26, from noon to 4 p.m. The
memorial service will begin at 2:30
p.m.; please join us for a meal
before.

In lieu of flowers, the family
requests donations to the Animal
Welfare Institute or to Shatterproof
(https://www.shatterproof.org/
memorial/bruce-merkler).
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Bruce A. Merkler

Mary Ann de Jong,
Served As U.S. Army Nurse

Mary Ann de Jong died at the age
of 97, January 14, 2020, at her home
in Sea Girt, N.J., in the company of
her five children. She was born in
Massachusetts on March 5, 1922 to
Russian immigrants (Julias Pronko/
Domenka Rusewicz)
and orphaned when she
and her sister, Ann
McCarthy, were 1 and
2½ years old, respec-
tively.

Caretakers raised
them in the Catholic
faith, instilling a sustain-
ing force in their lives.
At the age of 16 Mary
Ann graduated from
high school and was
taken under guardian-
ship by Daniel H. Shay
(Captain, World War I)
of North Reading,
Mass., where the town’s high school
still bears his name. Our family is
grateful to the Shays for many a joy-
ful summer in North Reading. Mary
Ann graduated from nursing school
just in time to volunteer for service to
our country during World War II. She
served her maximum allowable time
for nurses working in a combat zone
(Philippines and New Guinea) and
was discharged as a First Lieutenant.

She met her husband of 33 years
during a series of flights between New
York City and Boston when she was
working as a stewardess (the first flight
attendants had to be nurses). Abraham
(Bram) de Jong was taking courses at
Harvard at the time and was an inter-

national commodities dealer. They
married soon thereafter and raised three
boys and two girls on a global basis.
Ann was born in New York City, Bram
in Woburn, Mass., Frans and Felice in
Singapore, and Peter in Summit, N.J.

Mary Ann was a
mother and part-time
nurse for 24 years in
Westfield, N.J. After
moving to Sea Girt,
N.J., in 1983, she gar-
dened passionately,
read voraciously, and
raised her fast friend,
Pinocchio, a raucous
yellow-naped parrot.

She was a grandmother
to eight, Liesje, Alison,
Jackson, Andrew, Tyler,
Daniell, Jessica and
Kate. We will all miss
her keen observations,

quick wit, poetry recitations and
choice vocabulary, especially during
family games of Scrabble, which she
seldom lost. Two of her very many
favorite and well-timed quips are:
“He who is not present has no future”
and “Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof.”

Mary Ann was predeceased by her
husband, Bram, in 1980, and her sis-
ter, Ann, in 2019. A memorial mass
will be said at St. Rose Roman Catho-
lic Church in Belmar, N.J., on Satur-
day, February 8, at 10:30 a.m. In lieu
of flowers, the family welcomes do-
nations made to Meridian Hospice in
Neptune, N.J.
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Donald Goscicki, 73, USAF Captain,
Financial Advisor and Teacher

Donald Goscicki, 73, passed away
on Wednesday, January 15, 2020, at
Overlook Medical Center in Summit,
surrounded by his loving family. Born
in San Francisco, Calif., to Leo and
Sophie Goscicki, he grew up in the
Bronx, N.Y.

Donald served in the U.S. Air Force
as a Captain during the Vietnam Era
before being honorably discharged in
1973 from active duty.

He worked as a Financial Advisor,
in sales for StorageTek, but most re-
cently as a teacher for Good Shep-
herd Academy in Irvington, N.J.,
where he taught math, religion and
computer classes.

He is survived by his beloved wife,
Camile Barone Goscicki; his children,

Kim Gutierrez, Daniel Goscicki, Laura
Goscicki and Paul Goscicki; his sib-
lings, Richard Goscicki, Ellen Spring
and Ed Goscicki; his grandchildren,
Ivan Villareal, Rolando Gutierrez III
and Alejandra Gutierrez; and numer-
ous cousins, nieces and nephews.

Visitation was held at Memorial
Funeral Home in Fanwood. A Funeral
Mass was celebrated at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains. In-
terment took place at Brigadier Gen-
eral William C. Doyle Veterans Cem-
etery. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the National Pancre-
atic Cancer Foundation (www.npcf.us)
or St. Jude (www.stjude.org).

January 23, 2020

Rosa Parks

Painting Nights To
Benefit Historic Home
KENILWORTH – The Kenilworth

Historical Society is presenting a con-
tinuing series of “Painting Nights”
with resident artist Patricia Hubinger
to benefit the historic Oswald J.
Nitschke House “living history” mu-
seum and cultural arts center.

The two-hour painting sessions are
held in the Nitschke House, located at
49 South 21st Street, Kenilworth. All
ages, backgrounds and abilities are
welcome to create unique paintings
under the guidance of a master artist
instructor.

The next “Painting Night with Pat”
will take place on Tuesday, February
11, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. In addi-
tion, a special “Painting Date for Kids”
will be offered on Saturday, February
1, from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Acrylic paint, brushes, canvases,
easels, smocks and other art supplies
will be provided as part of the $25
admission price. Participants are
asked to arrive 15 minutes ahead of
time and are invited to bring food and
beverages. Advance registration is
required, as seating is limited. To
make reservations, call (908) 709-
0434. Gift certificates are available.
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Mary Robinson Named To
NAGC Board of Directors

MOUNTAINSIDE — Following
a nationwide request  for
nominations from child
bereavement field professionals
and an election by the membership
of the organization,
the National Alliance
for Grieving Children
(NAGC) announced
that its membership
and board of directors
has elected Mary
Robinson as a
member of its board
of directors, along
with Crist ina M.
Chipriano and
Brennan Woods.
Their term of service
begins this month.
Also serving on the
board is Will Reeve,
son of Christopher
and Dana Reeve.

Ms. Robinson is the founder and
executive director of Imagine, A
Center for Coping with Loss, located
in Mountainside. She has more than
35 years of business, management,
technical and training expertise in
both the corporate and nonprofit
sectors. Leaving the corporate world
in 1997 to volunteer and work full-
time in the field of children’s grief
support, Ms. Robinson is committed
to creating communities where
children coping with loss get the
support they need to thrive, be resilient
and grow up emotionally healthy.

Working in the field grew out of

Ms. Robinson’s own personal
experience of loss as a child. With
the national exposure provided by
being a Top Ten CNN Hero in 2019
and now her election to the NAGC

board,  her
commitment is to
work towards the
day that no child
grieves alone.

The NAGC is a
n o n p r o f i t
organization that
raises awareness
about the needs of
children and teens
who are grieving a
death and provides
education and
resources for anyone
who supports them.
Through the
collective voice of

its members and partners, NAGC
educates, advocates and raises
awareness about childhood
bereavement.

The NAGC is a nationwide
network comprised of professionals,
institutions and volunteers who
promote best practices, educational
programming and critical resources
to facilitate the mental, emotional
and physical health of grieving
children and their families. For more
information, visit
ChildrenGrieve.org.

Imagine offers free, year-round
grief support groups for children
age 3 to 18 who have had a parent or
brother or sister die, and for families
caring for a loved one living with a
life-altering physical illness.
Concurrent groups are available for
parents and guardians, and young
adults age 18 to 30. Support groups
meet on weekday nights for an hour
and a half. Dinner is provided prior
to the group meeting. To schedule
an orientation for oneself or family,
or for more information, contact
Imagine at (908) 264-3100 or
info@imaginenj.org.

Mary Robinson

NEW VOLUNTEERS...Several area residents are among those who completed
training last month to become volunteers on the Caring Contact crisis hotline.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Back row, Ryan Hinderliter (Westfield), Amit
Trivedi, Michael Coleman, Shailesh Lal, Carolyn Paznek, Derek Cooke, Marc
Julius, David Burman (Westfield) and Charles Christophel; middle row, Laurie
Feinberg (Caring Contact), Sarah Lindell (Scotch Plains), Sasha Singh, Ananya
Jain, Kaelin Stoll, Kacie Neilson, Jaimie Radakovich, Larry Kornreich and
Arlene Klemow (Caring Contact), and front row, Bisrat Mekbeb (Scotch Plains),
Jasmine Dursun, Michelle Mendoza, Pam Webb, Kate Gorelick (Westfield) and
Payl Patel (Westfield).

Local Residents Among New
Caring Contact Volunteers

WESTFIELD/SCOTCH PLAINS
— Six residents from Westfield and
Scotch Plains were among those who
completed Caring Contact’s 96th
training class in December to become
volunteers on the Caring Contact
crisis hotline. During the 52 hours of
training, the graduates developed the
ability to listen actively, assess the
needs of someone in crisis and
provide empathy and support.

The training included interactive
presentations by guest experts in
active listening, grief recovery,
mental health issues and suicide
intervention. Volunteer Listener
Training is taught by trainers who
are long-t ime l isteners and
nationally-certified instructors in
Mental Health First Aid and
Applied Suicide Intervention Skills
Training.

“I trained to become a Caring
Contact listener in an effort to
connect with those that need to feel
human connection in order to cope
with whatever struggles they are
going through, whether it be mental

health, family crisis, chronic
physical  pain or economic
hardship,” stated Bisrat Mekbeb
of Scotch Plains. “I am fortunate to
be in a position to give back to my
community through Caring Contact
in this way.”

When asked why he was drawn
to this work, Ryan Hinderliter of
Westfield said, “I wanted to channel
my love for psychology and my
passion for making a difference in
the community into something
meaningful.”

Caring Contact is an award-
winning, volunteer-staffed crisis
hotline and listening community
that supports the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline. Located in
Westfield, Caring Contact provides
active listening support and best-
in-class education to central and
northern New Jersey.

The next volunteer training will
begin on Tuesday, March 17. For
more information about this
training, call (908) 301-1899 or
visit caringcontact.org.

For a Better Future!
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NJIO to Showcase
Masters of Orchestra
SUMMIT — The New Jersey

Intergenerational Orchestra (NJIO)
will showcase various works by
masterful composers during its
annual Winter Concert: Masters of
the Orchestra. It will take place on
Sunday, February 23, at 3 p.m., at
Lawton C. Johnson Summit Middle
School, located at 272 Morris Av-
enue, Summit.

The event will feature perfor-
mances from all three of NJIO’s
orchestral ensembles, beginning
with Preludes onstage perfor-
mance, as well as its Flute Choir in
the lobby during intermission. The
NJIO Symphony Orchestra will
perform Maurice Ravel’s
“Tzigane” and Sergei Prokofiev’s
Symphony No. 7. Intermezzo will
perform Ludwig van Beethoven’s
“German Dance No. 1” and move-
ment I of Johann Stamitz’s Sinfonia
in D major.

For more information regarding
the concert, the Open House re-
hearsals or NJIO as an organiza-
tion, contact Mary Beth Sweet at
(908) 603-7691 or info@njio.org,
or visit NJIO’s website at njio.org
or follow the NJIO on Facebook.

Mountainside to Celebrate
125th Anniversary In 2020

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Bor-
ough of Mountainside, founded in
1895, will celebrate its 125th anni-
versary, the quasquicentennial,
throughout 2020. A variety of events
has been planned as part of a year-
long, community-wide celebration.
All of the events and activities will
highlight Mountainside’s history
and achievements.

Committees have been established
to organize events and volunteers
have been working diligently to plan
the festivities. A special 125 logo
was designed and will be incorpo-
rated into various activities, apparel
and merchandise.

“Commemorating this milestone
in the coming year is something all
of our residents can look forward
to,” said Mayor Paul Mirabelli. “The
hard work and dedication of the
volunteers working to make
Mountainside’s celebration a suc-
cess is what makes Mountainside a
special place. It will surely be a
grand celebration.”

Anniversary events will kick off on
Friday, February 21, with a “Cheers
to 125 Years Adult Cocktail Party,”
coordinated by Jeanie Ruban. This
adults-only cocktail party will take
place from 7 to 11 p.m. at the Hilton
Garden Inn on Route 22. The cost is
$75 per person.

In June, “Arts Inside
Mountainside” will convene at Con-
stitution Plaza. Residents will have
the opportunity to showcase their
artistic ability. The official date is
to be announced, with Kristen
Ciccimarra and Andi Hoy coordi-
nating the event.

On Saturday, September 12, the
“Mountainside 125th End of Sum-
mer Celebration” will be held on the
grounds of the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church. Residents
will enjoy live music, children’s rides,
games, food trucks and much more.
Gary Whyte is coordinating this event.

The Mountainside Restoration
Committee, established in 1985 to
preserve the borough’s links to the
past, has compiled some facts on the
history of Mountainside.

In 1895, a group of concerned citi-
zens living in the northeastern hills
area of Westfield decided to break off
from Westfield because their taxes
paid to Westfield were not benefiting
the area. The Borough of
Mountainside was formed as a result.

During the early 20th century,
Mountainside was home to three
children’s homes: The Children’s
Country Home, located at the corner
of Mountain Avenue and New Provi-
dence Road (now the Levi Cory
House, since moved to Constitution
Plaza); The Coles Memorial Home,
located on what is now Route 22 at
the site of Brighton Gardens, and The
Highland Home, once located at the
intersection of Coles Avenue and New
Providence Road.

Echo Lake Park and the Watchung
Reservation, both located in
Mountainside, are two parks in a chain
of Union County parks, all linked by
a system of trails, designed by the
renowned Olmsted Brothers in 1921.

The co-chairs of Mountainside’s
125 Anniversary are Councilwoman
Deanna Andre and Councilwoman
Rachel Pater.

Valentines Dance To
Feature Oldies Tunes
KENILWORTH — The

Kenilworth Veterans Center and
VFW 2230 will host a Valentine’s
Oldies Dance on Saturday,
February 8, from 7 until 11 p.m. It
will take place at the Kenilworth
Veterans Center.

The party will feature “Sounds
of the Street,” a New Jersey oldies/
doo wop group performing the
sounds of the ’50s, ’60s and ’70s.

Tickets are $30 and include beer,
wine and soda. All are invited to
bring their own snacks. The
Kenilworth Veterans Center is
located at 33 South 21st Street,
Kenilworth. For more information
and tickets, call (908) 337-7152 or
(908) 276-9769. Tickets also are
available at the KVC/VFW lounge.

Free Tax Prep Is Available
With Focus on Older Adults
SUMMIT — Free tax counsel-

ing and preparation for middle-
and low-income taxpayers, with
special attention to those who are
60 years of age and older, is avail-
able at SAGE Eldercare, located at
290 Broad Street, Summit.

This service will be offered on
Thursdays, February 6 through
April 9, from 9 a.m. to noon. Dates
include: February 6, 13, 20 and 27,
March 5, 12, 19 and 26, and April
2 and 9. During the 10-week pro-
gram, SAGE will host IRS-trained
volunteer tax preparers from AARP.

The assistance is provided by
AARP as part of a national Tax-
Aide program through its founda-
tion in conjunction with the IRS.
Area residents in Union, Essex,
Morris and Somerset Counties do
not need to be a member of AARP
or a retiree to use the service.

This is a confidential service and
preparation is by appointment only.
To avoid the end-of-tax-season
rush, earlier appointments are en-
couraged. For more information
and to schedule an appointment,
call SAGE at (908) 598-5502.

Taxpayers should bring a copy
of their 2018 Federal and State
income tax returns; 2019 income
tax packets; 2019 real estate tax
bills; Federal information forms

for 2019 (W-2 forms; SSA-1099
form; 1099s for interest, dividends
and other income; 1099s for pen-
sion, annuity and IRA distribution;
1099-B forms for assets sold dur-
ing the year); receipts or cancelled
checks if itemizing deductions;
Social Security numbers for de-
pendents; and a photo identifica-
tion, such as a driver’s license or
passport.

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty
WE ALL SCREAM FOR ICE CREAM...Members of the Westfield High
School Key Club get ready to interact with teenage patients at the Children’s
Specialized Hospital in Mountainside on a December Friday night. Theresa
Lizzo, club treasurer, second from right, said they played games, but that
“the main activity was working with the resident teens making ice cream.”
Key Club is a global volunteer organization that is parented by a local club,
in this case, the Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield. For information about
the teen or adult clubs, call or text (732) 382-5367.

Library Event to Explore
Era of ‘Manifest Destiny’

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library will
present a program on what has been
described as a neglected but critical
era of United States history — the
decades preceding the Civil War,
when “Manifest Destiny” guided
the country’s policies and a
president’s unexpected death left
its path uncertain.

This program will take place on
Thursday, February 6, beginning
at 7 p.m. Jason Martinek, professor
of history at Jersey City University,
will talk about the profound impact
of the doctrine of “Manifest
Destiny,” the idea that the United
States was destined to expand
across the continent to the Pacific.

As the nation relentlessly
pursued the acquisition of land,
the question of whether the new
territories would permit slavery
grew increasingly tense and

resistant to resolution. Looking
further into this period, Thomas
Strowe, project coordinator for
redevelopment in Scotch Plains,
will present a segment on President
Zachary Taylor. What was the
impact of his sudden death in office
as the country was growing
increasingly divided?

This program will offer a look at
a t ime when divisions were
escalating, but civil war was not
yet seen as inevitable.

Registration is recommended for
this program, but not required. To
register, visit scotlib.org/events or
call the Adult Services Department
at (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204. Individuals also may register
in person at the Adult Services desk.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

Trinity Bake Sale Sunday
To Benefit St. Clare’s

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, will hold a bake
sale fundraiser this Sunday, Janu-
ary 26, benefiting St. Clare’s Hous-
ing Program and Social Services. It
will take place from 11 a.m. to noon
in the church’s Sherlock Hall.

St. Clare’s offers medical and
housing services for people living
with AIDS so that they can be inde-
pendent and self-sufficient. “We
invite everyone to support such a
worthy cause,” said the Reverend
Andy Kruger, Trinity’s rector.

Checks made out to Trinity Epis-
copal Church, with “St. Clare’s
Homes for Children” on the memo
line, can be mailed to the church.
For additional information, call
(908) 276-4047.

St. Clare’s Housing and Social
Services are key programs of the
AIDS Resource Foundation for
Children (ARFC), which was
founded in 1985. ARFC is commit-
ted to helping individuals, chil-
dren and families who are impacted
by HIV/AIDS or are faced with
other social and health-related bar-
riers to be resilient and to build
healthier futures.

St. Clare’s Social Services in-

clude a food pantry, substance-
abuse prevention counseling, men-
tal health service referrals, medi-
cal transport and support groups.
For more information about ARFC
and St. Clare’s Housing and So-
cia l  Services ,  v is i t  h t tp : / /
aidsresource.org/.

Trinity Episcopal  Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based
family that welcomes all people
and strives to “know Christ and to
make the Lord known through faith,
love, and service.” Sunday ser-
vices, celebrated by the Reverend
Kruger, are at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.

Reverend Kruger also leads the
Daily Offices of Morning and
Evening Prayer Tuesdays to Fri-
days, at 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., in
Witherington Chapel. The chapel
is accessible by the cellar stairs at
the right rear corner of the church.
For more information about Trin-
ity, call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

Trinity also provides Trinity
Episcopal Day School (TEDS).
TEDS is a state-licensed facility
serving children from 2½ years
through kindergarten. For more
information about TEDS, call (908)
276-2881 or visit tedscranford.org.

Temple Series to Focus On
Inclusion For Special Needs
CRANFORD — Temple Beth-El

Mekor Chayim (TBEMC) will host
author and disabilities inclusion ex-
pert Shelly Christensen for a week-
end-long series of educational pro-
grams and events.

The series, entitled “Hineni: Here I
Am – Autism, Jewish Education and
Inclusion,” will take place Friday
through Sunday, February 7 to 9, at
the synagogue. It is open to the entire
Jewish community.

Over the course of the weekend,
Ms. Christensen will guide partici-
pants through a Jewish lens as she
educates the community about in-
clusion awareness for people with
disabilities and mental health condi-
tions. Participants will learn together
as they strive to create an inclusive
Jewish journey for all.

Events will include Friday evening
services at 6:15 p.m., followed by a
dairy dinner with the theme “What
Judaism Tells Us.” Saturday morning
services begin at 9:30 a.m. with read-
ings and prayers woven throughout
the service to reflect TBEMC’s inclu-
sion journey. A Kiddush Lunch and
Learn will follow services with the
theme “Hineni – Educating Children
on the Autism Spectrum.”

At 5:30 p.m., Havdalah services
will celebrate the uniqueness and
togetherness of inclusion.

On Sunday, two community fo-
rums are planned. The first, a break-
fast from 9:30 to 11:45 a.m., will be
“The Journey to Hope – How Par-
ents Adapt to Raising a Child with a
Disability.” Between 2 and 4 p.m.,
Ms. Christensen will lead a conver-

sation called “From Longing to Be-
longing – The Practical Keys to Cre-
ate the Structure of Inclusion.”

Ms. Christensen is a pioneer in the
faith community disability inclusion
movement. She is an international
speaker, consultant and author with
her new book, “From Longing to Be-
longing: A Practical Guide to Includ-
ing People with Disabilities and Men-
tal Health Conditions in Your Faith
Community,” published last year. Ms.
Christensen believes that people with
disabilities and mental health condi-
tions, and those who love them, want
what anyone else wants — to belong,
to contribute, and to be a valued mem-
ber of their Jewish community.

There is no charge to attend any of
the events. However, RSVPs are re-
quested by Sunday, February 2, for
the Friday evening dinner and
Shabbat Kiddush lunch at
inclusion@tbemc.org. For further
details about the events and spon-
sorship opportunities, email TBEMC
at inclusion@tbemc.org or visit the
website at tbemc.org.

This weekend program has been
made possible in part by support from
the Jewish Federation of Greater
MetroWest NJ’s Greater MetroWest
ABLE, the Gary Aidekman Family
Foundation and the Sylvia and
Seymour Rubenstein Special Needs
Endowment Fund.

Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim
is an egalitarian, conservative syna-
gogue offering a growing, vibrant
and inclusive community. The syna-
gogue is located at 338 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford.
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ROONEY SINKS 24 PTS, HOWLAND 15 RBS, WALSH 15 PTS

Blue Devil Boys Stun Vikings
In Magical Comeback, 65-61

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Everything was going wrong for
the home team, while everything was
going right for visitors, that was until
the Westfield Blue Devils began their
magical turnaround with one minute
remaining in the first half to chip
away at a 17-point deficit en route to
a 65-61, overtime victory over the
Union Catholic boys basketball team
in Westfield on January 16.

That magical turnaround began just
after the 8-3 Vikings built a 35-18
lead with less than a minute left in the
second quarter. Blue Devil sopho-
more Logan Howland was fouled,
went to the line and sank one of his
two free throws. Seconds later Senior
Griffin Rooney was fouled while roll-
ing in a lay-up and he went to the line
and sank the free throw. Then senior
Andrew Echausse spotted senior Jake

Walsh open on the right corner. As the
buzzer blared, Walsh sank a 3-pointer
to narrow the score to 35-25.

“They had us in the first half but we
regrouped at halftime. This is a bunch
of guys that we like to play together.
We play as a team. We stuck together.
We said we were going to play as a
team or we are going to lose. We came
together and it showed in the second
half that when we play as a team, no
one can stop us,” Rooney explained.

Rooney would finish with a game-
leading 24 points, while adding five
rebounds and three assists. Walsh fin-
ished with 15 points, including trip 3-
pointers, and added three assists and
three rebounds. Echausse had four
assists, five rebounds and nailed a 3-
pointer. Howland, who finished with
12 points, ruled the boards, espe-
cially late in the third and fourth quar-
ters and in the overtime period to

finish with 15 rebounds and two
blocks, while adding an assist.

“We work in practice to get up
higher. Coaches teach us well then
when fourth quarter comes around,
we are ready,” Howland said.

But before the Westfield magic
began, the Vikings were pulling out
some tricks of their own. They man-
aged to penetrate the Blue Devils’
defense and scored their first eight
points just underneath the basket.
When the Blue Devils stepped back,
the Vikings hit the 3-pointers. In the
meantime, the Blue Devils were miss-
ing their first shots and were getting
no second chances.

Viking Isaac Holmes would score
eight of his 10 points in the first half.
Matt Tracey, who led the team with 17
points, scored seven in the first half,
seven in the second half and three in

LANE WINS 500, 100-BACK; A McKINNEY 200IM, 100FLY

Blue Devils Top Summit, 91-79,
In Girls Swimming Showdown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four events into the meet there was
only a two-point spread at break time
between two unbeaten girls swim
teams at Wallace Pool in Westfield on
January 14. The hosting Lady Blue
Devils led by a slim 32-30 margin at
that time but began to separate them-
selves from the Summit Hilltoppers,
especially after a convincing perfor-
mance in the 500-freestyle event, then
added a 1-3 finish in the 400-freestyle
relay to emerge with a 91-79 victory.

The 7-0 Lady Blue Devils won two
of the three relay events and five of

the eight individual events but their
ability to add some key second, third
and fourth-place finishes insured them
of the triumph.

Lauren Lane (500-freestyle, 100-
backstroke) and Abby McKinney
(200-Individual Medley [IM], 100-
butterfly) each took first in two indi-
vidual events and Erin McAndrew
won the 100-freestyle. All three also
played important roles in the relays.

Beginning with the 200-medley re-
lay, Lane, Ellie Cesaro, Abby McKinney
and Erin McKinney gave the Blue Dev-
ils an 8-6 team lead by touching first in
1:52.34. With Erin McAndrew at

2:01.11 and Julia McGann at 2:03.27
placing 2-3 in the 200-free, the team
lead was boosted to four points.

Next came Abby McKinney’s con-
vincing win in the 200IM with a time
of 2:13.74, six seconds faster than
Hilltopper Natalie Dripchak at
2:19.73. Blue Devil Abby Bebel took
third in 2:20.58 to increase the lead to
26-20. But Summit grabbed 10 team
points in the 50-freestyle with Emma
Claus at 25.63 and Natalie Wisniewski
at 26.23 placing 1-3. Blue Devils
Erin McKinney at 25.76 and Vivian
Jeckell at 26.28 finished 2-4.

CCarol Tener 

Sales Associate                                     

908-400-3670 Cell                                                                    

908-233-0065 O ce                                                           
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Just Sold in 4 days! 
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600 North Avenue W, Wes ield, NJ 

BAKER, KRONHEIMER, VERES, CAMACHO LEAD DEPTH

Blue Devil Swim Boys Topple
Summit Hilltoppers, 105-65

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Depth with plenty of talent was in
the Westfield lanes when the Blue
Devil boys swim team racked up
double digit team points in five events,
which included two relays, to topple
the Summit Hilltoppers, 105-65, at
Wallace Pool in Westfield on January
14. The 7-0 Blue Devils, who had
numerous second and third places,
also inflicted the previously once-
defeated Hilltoppers with a 1-2-3
sweep in the 100-backstroke.

Roan Baker, Jeremy Kronheimer,
Barney Veres and Seth Camacho made
major contributions to the team total.
Baker won the 200-Individual Med-
ley (IM) and the 100-backstroke, and
was on the winning 200-medley relay
and the 400-free relay foursome that
finished second.

Kronheimer took top honors in the
50-free, swam on the winning 200-
medley relay and 200-free relay, and
placed third in the 100-breaststroke.
Veres was on the winning 200-med-

ley relay, placed second in the 100-fly
and 100-breast, and was on the 200-
free relay foursome that took second.
Camacho finished second in the 500-
free and 200-free, and was on the
second-placed 400-free relay.

The Blue Devils got an immediate

10-4 team jump when Baker, Veres,
Matt Swenson and Kronheimer took
first in the 200-medley relay with a
time of 1:42.04, and teammates Billy
Maguire, Kyle Altman, Josh Schwartz
and Colman Scanlan finished third at
1:46.8. Hilltopper Alex Jones won
the 200-free in 1:48.63 but Blue Dev-
ils Camacho at 1:50.17, TJ Walsh at
1:53.8 and Christian Tedesco at
1:54.67 finished 2-3-4.

“I anchored the medley relay. I did
the 50-freestyle, the 200-free relay
and the 100-breast. The first relay, the
medley relay is really exciting. It was
really close and I had to close it off
there. I tried really hard just to get us
the win for our first event. It really got
our team excited for the rest of the
meet,” Kronheimer explained.

“I swam the medley relay as well.
That was a great way to start the meet.
Get everyone hyped, get everyone

pumped. I also swam the 100-fly, the
100-breast and the 200-free relay. I
think the 100-breast was what I felt
best in today. I didn’t win it but it was
a great way to end the meet. We started
off strong and we were finishing
strong,” Veres said.

Ten more team points were tacked
on in the 200IM led by Baker at
2:01.97. Colin Kavanagh took third
at 2:05.6 and Jack Young took fifth at
2:14.07. Next Kronheimer at 23.02,
Altman at 23.9 and Scanlan at 23.95
placed 1-3-4 to give Westfield an 11-
5 edge in the 50-free.

In the 100-fly, Veres at 57.46,
Swenson at 57.58 and Maguire at
1:01.49 finished 2-3-4 then Kavanagh
at 51.45, Tedesco at 52.98 and Altman
at 53.18 placed 2-3-5 in the 100-free.
When Camacho at 4:59.46, Carsen
Sharkey 5:09.26 and Walsh at 5:09.41
placed 2-3-4 in the 500-free, the Blue
Devils held a 66-44 lead entering the
200-free relay.

“I felt pretty good swimming. I
swam the 500-free and the 200-free. I
didn’t win them but we had the depth
and that was what mattered. We had

DELMAU EDGES BOWLES; SHOYOYE, MANVILLE PIN

Rahway Matmen Step It Up
To Top Raider Matmen, 39-27

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Curious fans had to be patient as
they had to wait until the 12th bout of
the evening to witness a showdown of
two of the finest wrestlers in the 126-
lbs weight class during a wrestling
clash between the Rahway Indians
and the hosting Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Raiders on January 17. Be-
ginning the contest at the 145-lbs
weight class, the 8-1 Indians trailed
21-9 at the end of the 195-lb bout but
turned up the volume to earn a 39-27
victory.

The anticipated bout featured
Raider Brandon Bowles and Rahway’s
Chris Dalmau, both NJSIAA qualifi-
ers last year. In the recent Union
County Tournament, Bowles defeated
Dalmau, 3-1, in the semifinals so a

tough and a fiery bout could be ex-
pected. And the two gladiators did not
disappoint as both, who are outstand-
ing offensive wrestlers, also proved
to be outstanding defensively as each
would counter and recounter each
others attacks throughout the bout.

After a scoreless but furious first
period which included a stalling warn-

ing to Dalmau, Bowles chose down in
the second period and escaped. He
received another point when Dalmau
was warned again. In the third period,
Dalmau escaped and followed with a
takedown but he was also called for
clasping hands forcing the bout into
overtime where he added another
takedown to grab a 5-3 victory.

“Going into this I wasn’t expecting
myself to win, I wasn’t expecting
myself to lose. I just kept a cool head.

I was just going to wrestle. I stayed
focused. I had a solid strategy and I
did what I had to do,” Dalmau ex-
plained.

On the penalty calls, Dalmau said,
“I was a little surprised. I’m pretty
sure it was a stalling call. The second
one we were in a scramble. I locked
hands. When he [ref] made the call, I
knew we were going into overtime. I
kept a cool head.”

“Great match! That’s what it’s all
about. It’s all about the good matchups.
Brandon won the first one. Chris won
the second one but you have to wrestle
great opponents to learn from it. If
you want to make it far, you got to
wrestle the best,” Raider Head Coach
Marc Fabiano pointed out.

The opening bout at 145-lbs had
Raider Noah Samms getting the best
of Taevon McDuffie. After he scored
a four-point takedown move, Samms
converted a double-arm bar to a front
smother for a 1:40 fall. At 152-lbs,
Raider Anthony Robinson recorded a
takedown and a reversal with a three-
point headlock throw for a nearfall to
defeat Nevan Quinones, 7-3.

“It’s all about position. We want to
be tough wrestlers on our feet. I’m a
little old school. We are doing a lot of
throw work, a lot of overhooks, a lot
of underhooks from there because not
too many kids know how to defend it
from there,” Coach Fabiano revealed.

Rahway narrowed the team score
to 9-6 when Donnell Doster pinned
Jordan Zambell in 2:45 at 160-lbs.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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The Cranford High School girls
basketball team defeated the Roselle
Catholic Lady Lions, 59-53, in Roselle
on January 14 then on January 16 in
Cranford, they fell short to the Old
Bridge Knights, 47-39.

Against the RC Lions, the Cougars
trailed 38-34 at the half but their de-
fense went to work in the third quarter
and held the Lions to just two points,
while their offense scored 10 points
to take a 44-40 lead into the fourth

quarter. Gianna Toretta was a terror
from the outside, sinking five 3-point-
ers and finishing with a game-high 25
points, while adding four assists, four
rebounds and a steal. Olivia Merriman
netted 17 points, including trip 3-
pointers, and added two rebounds.

Cougar Sarah O’Donnell put in nine
points, including a 3-pointer, and
added four steals, two assists and four
rebounds. Liz McCaffery had two

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STEPPING UP THE PACE...Senior Griffin Rooney, No. 5, and the Blue Devils really stepped up the pace in the final minute
of the second quarter and throughout the second half to beat the Union Catholic Vikings, 65-61, in overtime on January 16.

Lady Cougars Top Lions;
Lose to Old Bridge Knights

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST IN BACKSTROKE, FIRST IN 500-FREE...Blue Devil Lauren Lane won the 100-backstroke and the 500-freestyle,
and was on the winning 200-medley relay team in the meet against the Summit Hilltoppers on January 14.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WATCHING THE CLOCK...Raider Brandon Bowles, right, looks at the clock as
it ticks to zero to end regulation in his bout with Chris Dalmau.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOVING TO THE BASKET...Cougar Gianna Toretta, No. 13, makes a move to
the basket during the game with the Old Bridge Knights on January 16.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING SECOND IN THE 500-FREE...Blue Devil Seth Camacho placed second
in the 500-freestyle and second in the 200-free against the Hilltoppers.
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Cougars Top Lions; Lose to Knights

Blue Devil Girls Top Summit
In Swim Showdown, 91-79
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Blue Devil Boys Topple
Summit Hilltoppers, 105-65
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Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.
Board Certified

the team effort and it helped us to
score more points,” Camacho said.

The team margin really got blown
wide open, 78-46, when Kavanagh,
Kronheimer, Scanlan and Altman took
first in the 200-free relay with a time
of 1:33.22 and Veres, Gary Maimon,
Zack Williams and Tedesco finished
second at 1:36.51.

But situations got even worse for
the Hilltoppers when the Blue Devils
swept the 100-backstroke for 13 team
points led by Baker at 57.79 and fol-
lowed by Swenson at 59.5 and
Maguire at 1:00.66. Summit’s Bill
Hedges took first in the 100-breast-
stroke at 1:01.83 then Veres at 1:02.44,
Kronheimer at 1:04.23 and Andrew
Brennan at 1:06.94 finished 2-3-5.

In the final event, the 400-free re-
lay, Hilltoppers Matt McGregor, Har-
ris Pollock, Hedges and Jones took
first in 3:24.37. Kavanagh, Camacho,
Tedesco and Baker finished second at

3:24.97 and Walsh, Swenson, Maguire
and Scanlan placed third at 3:38.9.

“I think we are really looking good
at where we are in the season. Our
depth is really helping us. We’ve seen
that in all of our relays and in pretty
much every event. We are looking
really good going into counties in two
weeks,” Kronheimer said.

The Blue Devils definitely are on a
mission since it was the Hilltoppers
who snatched the Union County Tour-
nament title from them by a mere five
team points, 405-400. And their
chances to regain the title appear to be
very good since they had already
beaten their two closest rivals by im-
pressive margins.

“We do! It’s a great sign for coun-
ties coming up. We are excited about
it,” Veres expressed.

“This is a great sign. I’m really
excited for counties, hoping we get a
win,” Camacho added.

After the break, Abby McKinney
won the 100-fly in 58.33 with team-
mates Katherine Li at 1:04.48 and
Olivia Terry at 1:06.36 placing 4-5.
Then McAndrew came through with
her strong finish to win the 100-
freestyle with a time of 56.07 and
Marcelina Krowinska touched third
at 57.19, just ahead of Hilltopper
Wisniewski.

But the event that came next, the
500-freestyle, turned out to be the sepa-
rator. McGann lined up in Lane 4 and
Lane was in the “Out of Sight, Out of
Mind” Lane 6. As McGann and
Summit’s Dagney Donaldson were
battling it out in the middle lanes, Lane
continued to stretch her lead in Lane 6
to eventually win with a time of 5:23.85,

while Donaldson finished second at
5:26.11 and McGann finished third at
5:31.12, followed by teammate Emma
Heinze at 5:32.84. The 11-5 team-
point edge in the event gave the Blue
Devils a 61-49 lead.

After the meet, Lane explained, “I
was in Lane 6 [500] and in the 100-
back, I was in Lane 4. I thought it went
really well. I thought that without my
team cheering, I wouldn’t have gone
so fast. They were cheering me on
throughout my race.”

Hilltoppers Emma Claus, Caitlin
Fagan, Wisniewski and Donaldson
won the 200-free relay in 1:42.99,
while Erin McKinney, Jeckell,
Krowinska and McAndrew took sec-
ond at 1:43.76 and Catherine Miller,
Maddy Sullivan, Katherine Riordan
and McGann finished third at 1:48.49.

The 100-backstroke event earned
the Blue Devils 10 more team points
with a 1-3-5 finish. Lane was neck-

and-neck with Hilltopper Madeline
Demm until she burst into overdrive
down the home stretch to touch the
wall at 1:02.76. Sarah Kennedy took
third at 1:04.62 and Katie Bromberg
finished fifth at 1:07.6.

“I thought it was a really good race.
I am a distance swimmer, so I always
come back strong. My best event is the
100-back, so I enjoy doing it and I
enjoyed racing. I like racing. It’s one of
my favorite things,” Lane expressed.

The race was not yet over for Lane.
She had one more event remaining
but first the Hilltoppers made the meet
interesting, cutting the team score to
81-75, by seizing 12 team points in
the 100-breaststroke with a 1-2-4 fin-
ish — Emma Claus at 1:09.68,

Dripchak at 1:12.37 and Megan Gre-
gory at 1:13.21. Blue Devil Cestero
finished third at 1:12.55.

The Blue Devils were not about to
yield a first-place finish to the
Hilltoppers in the final event, the 400-
free relay. McGann, Erin McAndrew,
Krowinska and Abby McKinney
touched first with a time of 3:43.04
ahead of Isabel Claus, Fagan, Demm
and Donaldson at 3:47.46, while
Jeckell, Kennedy, Bebel and Lane at
anchor took third at 3:54.62.

On the team’s efforts, Lane said, “Our
team did really well. The energy on the
deck was good and so was everyone’s
energy while they were swimming.”

The Union County Tournament
would be only a few weeks away and
the Lady Blue Devils have already
defeated their two toughest opponents,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Summit,
in dual meets, so the outlook is prom-
ising.

Raider Jack Manville got his team six
points when he pinned Jon Tilton with
a counter throw in 1:11 at 170-lbs.

“I don’t think anybody had on their
cards that Manville was supposed to
win that one. Wrestling tough and it
worked for him today,” Coach Fabiano
commented.

At 182-lbs, Rahway’s Qualil
Lumpkins began with a driving
takedown to a cradle to reap five points
against Rob Mehorter in the first pe-
riod. Mehorter later answered with a
pair of takedowns and an escape but
Lumpkins added an escape and a trip
takedown to claim an 8-5 decision.

At 195-lbs, Raider Larry Shoyoye
wasted little time and stuck Elijah
Tenorio to the mat in 46 seconds with
a devastatingly quick throw to give
the Raiders a 21-9 lead.

“He continues to impress. His up-
per body throws, he’s almost like a
Greco wrestler. He’s powerful, he’s
slick and he’s got great hips. He is a
person that if you try to look him up,
you will find nothing on him. He was
a JV wrestler, who turned it on this
year,” Coach Fabiano said.

Rahway’s Josh Darisme maintained
his state Top-5 ranking when he
double-troubled Rob Lerner in 1:25
at 220-lbs. Raider CJ Estevez fol-
lowed at 285-lbs when he took
Dametri Lee to the mat with a head-

lock counter to win 3-0. At 106-lbs,
Rahway’s Amajuwan Murray pinned
Mike Brennan in 1:05 with a tight-
waist, step over maneuver. Rahway’s
Kaelan Francois decided to go the
takedown and nearfall route to claim
an 18-5, 4:55 technical fall over Joey
Larmore at 113-lbs. Then at 120-lbs,
Yeicob Martinez stacked Raider Luke
Checchio in 2:19.

After the Bowles/Dalmau bout,
Corey Boss exercised a five-point
lateral throw twice to defeat Ben Root
via 11-2, majority decision at 132-lbs
to give Rahway a 39-24 lead. In the
final bout of the evening, Raider Kyle
Robinson recorded three head throw
takedowns and a pair of nearfalls to
defeat Alex Argueta, 13-6, at 138-lbs.

“Kyle Robinson. Beating a kid that
pinned him in counties that was great,”
Coach Fabiano expressed.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
145: — Samms S p McDuffie 1:40
152: — Robinson S d Quinones 7-3
160: — Doster R p Zambell 2:45
170: — Manville S p Tilton 1:11
182: — Lumpkins R d Mehorter 8-5
195: — Shoyoye S p Tenorio :46
220: — Darisme R p Lerner 1:25
285: — Estevez S d Lee 3-0
106: — Murray R p Brennan 1:05
113: — Francois R tf Larmore 18-5,
4:55
120: — Martinez R p Checchio 2:19
126: — Dalmau R d Bowles 5-3 SV
132: — Boss R md Root 11-2
138: — Robinson S d Argueta 13-6

points, two assists, three rebounds and
a steal. Kathryn Wheatley had two
points, two assists, two steals, two
rebounds and a blocked shot. Kirsten
Williams made four steals and added
two points. Natalia Kruk had two
points, two rebounds and an assist.

Shauntia Alexander led the Lions
with 19 points and 10 rebounds.
Amaris Jenkins put in 17 points and
Nia Clemons sank 11 points and
grabbed 10 rebounds.

On January 16, the 5-4 Cougars
were in a seesaw battle with the Knights
and took a slim 13-11 lead after the
first quarter. But the Knights took a 25-
21 lead at the half and chipped away to
victory. Amanda Vath led the Cougars

with 10 points, five rebounds and a
steal. Wheatley had six points, eight
rebounds. Williams pulled seven re-
bounds and added four steals, four
points and an assist. O’Donnell had
five points, including a 3-pointer, seven
rebounds, a block, a steal and an assist.
Toretta had six rebounds, five points,
three assists and a block. McCaffery
had four points, including a 3-pointer,
and two rebounds. Merriman had five
points, four rebounds, two steals and
an assist.

Payton Alcorn led the 6-4 Knights
with 15 points, including two 3-point-
ers. Rachel Kuhl had 12 points, in-
cluding a pair of threes. Gabby Walker
scored eight points, Malvina Sullivan
netted five points, including a three,
and Leena Tran had five points.
Cranford 17 17 10 15 59
Roselle Catholic 20 18   2 13 53

Old Bridge 11 14 10 12 47
Cranford 13   9   9   8 39

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THIRD IN THE 500-FREE, 200-FREE...Blue Devil Julia McGann finished third
in the 500-freestyle and third in the 200-free against the Hilltoppers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND IN THE 100-FLY...Blue Devil Barney Veres placed second in the 100-
butterfly and second in the 200-breaststroke against the Hilltoppers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS...Raider Larry Shoyoye, top, quickly pinned
Elijah Tenorio in 46 seconds at 195-lbs.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

COUNTY OF UNION

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
SEALED BIDS FOR GAR-
BAGE REMOVAL SERVICE
FOR MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS
AND GROUNDS

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township Clerk of
the Township of Cranford, County of Union,
State of New Jersey, at the Municipal Build-
ing, located at 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016 on Tuesday,
March 24th, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., or as soon
thereafter as the matter may be heard, and
publicly opened with the contents of same
publicly announced for:

Purchase of Garbage Removal Ser-
vice for Municipal Buildings and
Grounds

Beginning on Thursday, January 23,
2020, bid packages may be obtained at
the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids. Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Proposals shall be enclosed in opaque
sealed envelopes, plainly marked, “Pur-
chase of Garbage Removal Service for
Municipal Buildings and Grounds” and
shall show the name and address of the
bidder. Bids may be forwarded by certified
mail.  If mailed, the sealed envelope con-
taining the proposal and marked as di-
rected above, must be enclosed in another
envelope properly addressed for mailing
as follows:

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

Township of Cranford
Municipal Building

8 Springfield Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

All bids shall be presented by the parties
bidding or their agents at the place and
time designated or by mail as above. The
Township will not assume responsibility
for bids forwarded through the mail if lost in
transit at any time before bid opening. No
bids will be received after the bid opening
time set forth above.

No proposal will be considered unless
accompanied by a Bid Bond in the amount
of ten percent (10%) of the base bid (based
upon the price bid and the estimated num-
ber of tons projected), not to exceed
$20,000, in the form of a certified check,
cashier’s check or bid bond, binding the
bidder to execute a contract within ten (10)
days after notification of acceptance of his
bid. A Non-Collusion Affidavit shall also be
submitted.

The Township reserves the right to waive
minor defects and informalities in any bid
and to reject any and all bids, or to accept
bids that are in the opinion of the Township
in the best interest of the Township.

No bidder may withdraw his bid within
sixty (60) days after the actual date of the
opening of bids.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27., and any amendments
thereto, regarding Affirmative Action. The
successful bidder, upon notification of the
Township’s intent to award a contract to
said bidder, must supply the Township
with one of the following Affirmative Action
documents:

1. A photocopy of the bidder’s Federal
Affirmative Action Plan Approval Letter; or

2. A photocopy of the bidder’s Certificate
of Employee Information Report; or

3. The Township’s copy of the bidder’s
completed Affirmative Action Employee
Information Report Form.

The bidder’s Affirmative Action docu-
mentation must be supplied to the Town-
ship within ten (10) days of the bidder’s
notification of the Township’s intent to
award.  If the bidder fails to supply the
Township with the necessary Affirmative
Action documentation, the Township may
declare the bidder non-responsive and
award the contract to the next lowest bid-
der.

Simultaneous with the submission of
bids, the corporation or partnership so
bidding shall furnish a statement setting
forth the names and address of all stock-
holders in the corporation who own ten
percent (10%) or more of the stock in any
class, or of individual partners in the part-
nership who own ten percent (10%) or
greater of interest therein pursuant to Chap-
ter 33, P.L. 1977. Bids will be rejected if
they do not contain this disclosure state-
ment.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $97.92

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE THAT the previously
advertised November 12, 2020 Planning
Board meeting has been cancelled. The
Board will meet on Monday, November 9,
2020 beginning at 7:30 p.m. The meetings
will be held at the Municipal Building lo-
cated at 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

Adele Lewis,
Board Secretary

1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $13.26

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT

FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Robert S. Goldsmith,
Esq., Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith & Davis,
LLC, 75 Livingston Avenue, Suite 301,
Roseland, New Jersey 07068-3701

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide redevelopment legal services.

DURATION: One (1) year term ending
December 31, 2020, which may be re-
newed for two (2) additional one (1) year
terms, at the Town’s discretion.

AMOUNT: Fee not to exceed $50,000
charged to Legal Account 120-217.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $18.87

The Westfield High School girls
swim team improved to 9-0 with a 95-
75 victory over 5-1 Trinity Hall on
January 16 and a 95-75 win over the
Cranford Cougars on January 17.
Depth proved to be the determining
factor in the Blue Devils’ win over
Trinity Hall.

Individually against Trinity Hall,
Blue Devil Abby McKinney placed
first in the 100-butterfly at 58.24 and
first in the 200-freestyle in 1:55.35.
Erin McKinney took first in the 50-
free at 25.59 and Ciara Lu won the
100-breaststroke in 1:11.66. Erin
McKinney, Lauren Lane, Erin
McAndrew and Abby McKinney won
the 200-free relay in1:41.74.

For Trinity Hall, Madeline Condon,
Gianna Cofone, McLane Gmelich and
Molly McKenna took first in the 200-
medley relay at 1:55.01. Jess
Zebrowski, Gmelich, Condon and
Cathy Wright won the 400-free relay
in 3:50. Wright won the 100-free in

54.16 and the 100-back in 1:00.31.
Condon won the 200IM in 2:16.09
and Gmelich won the 500-free in
5:24.16.

Against the Cougars, both
McKinney’s, Marcelina Krowinska
and Sara Kennedy took first in the
200-medley relay at 1:58.53. Abby
Bebel took first in the 200-free at
2:10.16. Abby McKinney won the
100-free in 52.94. Erin McKinney
won the 100-breast in 1:14.7. Bebel,
Emma Heintze, Clara Yu and
McAndrew won the 400-free relay in
4:04.69.

For Cranford, Maggie O’Donnell
won the 200IM in 2:16.81 and the
100-fly in 59.91. Marina Nunziato
took first in the 50-free at 25.95,
Savannah Riera won the 500-free in
6:01.5 and Caitlin Farago won the
100-back in 1:08.53. O’Donnell,
Grace Wilson, Riera and Nunziato
took first in the 200-free relay at
1:46.18.

Blue Devils Beat Trinity Hall,
Cranford Cougar Swim Girls

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Competed
In Key Holiday Invitational
The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish

Swim Team competed in the MR CIY
FLY Holiday Invitational, featuring
14 teams, held at the Nassau County
Aquatic Center on Long Island on
December 13-15.

The Devilfish finished 1st in 9 indi-
vidual events and 2 relay events –
Emily Constable (13/14 100 and 200
Breast); Colin Kavanagh (13/14 50
Free); Jane Kavanagh (9/10 100
Breast and 100IM); Clare Logan (13/
14 100 and 200 Free); Abby
McKinney (15+ 100 Fly); Bridget
Thomas (15+ 500 Free); Girls 13/14
200 Medley Relay team of Lauren
Lane, Emily Constable, Tyler Par-
tridge, Clare Logan and Girls 15+
200 Free Relay team of Erin
McKinney, Viv Jeckell, Abby
McKinney, Bridget Thomas. The 9/
10 Girls came in 2nd place, while
both the 13/14 Girls and 13/14 Boys
came in 3rd place. Clare Logan was
the overall meet point leader for Girls
13/14 and Abby McKinney was the
point leader for Girls 15+.

Several Devilfish team records
were broken and new National cuts
were achieved. Emily Constable re-
set her 13/14 100 Breast (1:05.18)
and 200 Breast (2:23.15) team
records, Colin Kavanagh broke the
Boys 13/14 200IM record (2 .62),
Clare Logan tied the 2011 Girls 13/
14 50 Free record (24.07) and broke
the 100 Free (51.98), 200 Free
(1:55.54), 100 Back (58:12) and
200IM (2:12.27) records, Logan
Swenson broke the Boys 11/12 50
Free (24.31) and 100 Free (53.98)
records and Bridget Thomas reset her
Girls 15+ 200 Free record (1:53.39)

and broke the 500 Free (4:58.89)
record. National cuts were achieved
by Henry Brown in the 50 and 100
Free, Clare Logan in the 100 Free and
100 Back, Abby McKinney in the 50
Free and Matt Swenson in the 400IM.

TOP 6 DEVILFISH:
9/10 Girls: Olivia Constable (3rd 50

Breast, 4th 100 Breast); Emma Crall (6th
200 Free, 50 Fly); Kaylie Gao (2nd 200
Free, 3rd 200IM, 4th 100 Fly); Lila Griffith
(5th 50 Breast, 6th 100 Breast); Jane
Kavanagh (1st 100 Breast & 100IM, 2nd
100 Free, 3rd 200 Free & 100 Fly, 4th 50
Fly, 5th 100 Back)

9/10 Boys: Alex Giangone (2nd 100 Fly,
4th 50 Fly, 5th 200 Free)

11/12 Girls: Jacqueline Moser (6th 100
Breast); Catherine Ritter (2nd 50 Free, 4th
100 Free)

11/12 Boys: Logan Swenson (2nd 50
Free, 4th 50 & 100 Fly, 5th 100 Free, 6th
200 Free and 200IM)

13/14 Girls: Emily Constable (1st 100 &
200 Breast); Lauren Lane (3rd 100 Back,
4th 200 Free & 200 Back, 5th 500 Free, 6th
100 Free); Clare Logan (1st 100 & 200
Free, 2nd 50 Free, 100 & 200 Back, 3rd 500
Free, 4th 200IM)

13/14 Boys: Will Crall (5th 400IM, 6th
200 Free); Colin Kavanagh (1st 50 Free,
2nd 200 Free, 100 Back & 200IM, 3rd 100
Free & 100 Breast, 4th 500 Free); Patrick
Miller (4th 100 Back); Christian Tedesco
(2nd 200 Breast)

15+ Girls: Ellie Cestero (6th 200 Breast);
Abby McKinney (1st 100 Fly, 2nd 100 Free
& 200IM, 3rd 200 Free, 4th 50 Free and
200Fly, 5th 500 Free); Erin McKinney (6th
50 Free); Bridget Thomas (1st 500 Free,
2nd 200 Free, 4th 100 Free, 6th 200IM)

15+ Boys: Henry Brown (5th 50 & 100
Free); Seth Camacho (4th 200IM, 6th 200
Back); Barney Veres (4th 100 and 200 Breast)

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that an Ordinance amending BOH Ordinance #1-2020
entitled “An Ordinance Relating to Personnel Positions and Salary Ranges of Officers and
Employees of the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State of New
Jersey” of which the following is a copy was introduced, read and passed on first reading
by the Westfield Board of Health at a regular meeting held on January 13, 2020. The
Board of Health will further consider the same for final passage on February 3, 2020 at
5:30 P.M. The meeting will be held in the Council Conference Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building located at 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at which time
and place members of the public will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said
ordinance.

Megan Avallone
Board Secretary

BOARD OF HEALTH ORDINANCE #2-2020

AN ORDINANCE BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO PERSONNEL
POSITIONS AND SALARY RANGES OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY
OF UNION, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY”.

Be it ordained by the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, that Board of Health Ordinance #1-2019 is hereby amended as follows:

Section 1
The following personnel positions and salary ranges are hereby established for Officers

and employees of the Board of Health and shall be effective retroactively from January
1, 2020.

Job Title Salary Range
Regional Health Officer $100,000 — $151,950
Public Health Nursing Supervisor $75,000 — $95,620
Principal REHS $75,000 — $100,290

Section 2
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after Final Passage and publication

according to law.
1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $63.24

See Devilfish Top-16
at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Blue Devils’ Magic Stuns Vikings in OT, 65-61
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services Directory

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

  

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Precision Painting Plus

Specializing in

Interior Painting,

Wall Repair, Spackling,

Professional, Neat, Reliable

No job too small

908-400-5599

Free estimates

Blue Devils Tie Lancers, 2-2;
Rout West Essex Icemen, 6-0

Courtesy of James Finver

LAST LINE OF DEFENSE...Senior goalkeeper Jack Ruckman, No. 29, defends
the Blue Devil net against West Essex. Westfield shut out the Knights, 6-0.

Before starting the upcoming Union
County Championship (UCC) tour-
nament, the Westfield High School
varsity ice hockey team had some
McInnis Conference business to ad-
dress. Two conference tilts highlighted
the week as things start to get serious
for the Westfield icemen. In addition
to winning games and staying healthy
the Blue Devils aim all season has
been to properly prepare for their
post-season – county, conference and
state – tournaments.

Westfield started the week with a
battle against the Livingston Lancers.
Earlier in the season Westfield handed
Livingston a 4-1 defeat; however, this
tilt would have a different outcome as
Westfield (a decidedly favorite
choice) was only able to manage a 2-
2 tie on the road. Over the past few

seasons Livingston has been a lance
in the side of the mighty Blue Devils.

In the contest, youth was served for
Westfield as freshman Matteo
Mancheno and sophomore Spencer
Brown provided the Blue Devil goals.
Not to be forgotten assists came from
some grizzled veterans, namely, se-
niors (captain) Trevor Tanella, (alter-
nate captain) Dylan Howard and An-
drew Principato.

Not satisfied with the tie, the boys
from the town originally named for
the western undeveloped fields of
Elizabeth, returned to the friendly
home confines of Warinanco Ice Cen-
ter in Roselle. The Blue Devils flexed
their collective muscle against the
West Essex Knights. In a game high-
lighted by a sophomore Matt Beke
hat trick, the Blue Devils prevailed

with a dominant 6-0 victory. It was
not a good night to be a Knight.

Senior netminder Jack Ruckman
blanked West Essex by turning away a
dozen shots. In addition to Beke, nine
Blue Devils found their way onto the
scoresheet. Sophomore Greg Oliveri
proved it is not the size of the dog in the
fight but rather the size of the fight in
the dog with a scrappy unassisted goal.
Junior Joey Brogan and Mancheno
rounded out the goal scorers.

There were assists aplenty in this
affair with junior Brendan Kotiga (2)
leading the way. Additional dimes
were credited to seniors Tanella, Nick
Forno and Logan Calder. Juniors Matt
Moran and Dan McDonald had an
apple apiece in the contest.

The current Westfield campaign has
seen some key absences. Senior
Brendan Hiltz has been out of the
Blue Devils lineup recently with an
undisclosed upper body injury and
sophomore goalie Jake Watson has
missed significant time. Head Coach
Joe Bertucci and his staff are hoping
the gritty winger and athletic
netminder can return in time for a
post-season run. In the interim, se-
niors Calder and Ruckman have filled
in admirably up front and between the
pipes, respectively.

The boys varsity team record stands
at 6-4-2 and they are ranked 4 in the
New Jersey public B group standings.
The skating Blue Devils will kickoff
their UCC tournament with a
quarterfinal match again the ALJ
(Clark) High School Crusaders.

Follow the WHS boys varsity ice
hockey team on Twitter
@westfieldpuck for an informative
and entertaining take on the season’s
activities. Fans can also visit
WHSpuckon FaceBook and
Instagram Pages. See the website for
up to date team schedules
atwww.westfieldhockey.com.

overtime. AJ Sepulveda sank seven
of his nine points in the half and Elijah
Barlow netted five of his eight points.

“From the start we couldn’t hit shots.
Our defense was porous,” Walsh said.
“We knew they were good shooters.
Coach told us at halftime that we had to
close out on them. We followed what
the coach said and it led us to a ‘W’.

“Coach told us they were all shoot-
ers, which they were. We had to re-
bound, play together as a team, come
out with the win,” Howland added.

The 8-2 Blue Devils narrowed the
Vikings’ lead to six points very early in
the third quarter when Echausse set up
Rooney for two and Howland followed
with a lay-up. Midway through the
quarter Rooney assisted Echausse on a

3-pointer and Jack Spellman (6 points,
4 rebounds, 2 blocks) put in a lay-up to
make the score 40-37 with 4:06 on the
clock. The Vikings stretched their lead
to 47-39 but in the final seconds,
Spellman hit for two and Rooney won
a battle underneath, put in a lay-up,
was fouled and sank the free throw to
retighten the score, 47-44.

Howland’s lay-up brought the Blue
Devils to within one point with 3:19
left in the fourth. The Vikings worked
a freeze then Sepulveda scored un-
derneath but Walsh, assisted by
Rooney, banged a 3-pointer to knot
the score, 53-53, with 1:59 on the
clock. Howland cashed in on a put
back to give the Blue Devils a one-
point lead but Tracey sank a free
throw to send the game to overtime.

Rooney, assisted by Walsh, began
the overtime with a 3-pointer then
with 1:06 left, Walsh made the score
62-59. The pressure was on. With
:18.24 left, Howland was fouled and
hit both free throws. The Vikings an-
swered with two but Howland was
fouled again and sank another free
throw as time ticked to zero.

Was he nervous? “A little bit! We
do this in practice every day. It’s like
normal now,” Howland commented.

Rooney summarized, “We were
expecting to punch them in the face
first but they punched us first. That’s
when we responded that way in the
second quarter. It was a little later
than we wanted to but that’s when we
did it and it ended up being really big

for us. We always said that the team
that’s going to win is the team that
shows up and plays the hardest, espe-
cially in the first four minutes of the
third quarter. That showed when we
got the first four points that we weren’t
going anywhere.”

“It was a good test but going into
this game, we knew that we were the
best team in our division and we knew
that this team was also undefeated in
the division. This was a huge game
because to win this game, we are in
first place in our division. I think
that’s the first time in years. We came
in hungry. We want to get on that
banner. We had to do what we had to
do to get that ‘W’. It feels great,”
Walsh expressed.

“This was a huge win for us, espe-
cially for conference play. They are a
good team but I still believe that when
this team sticks together, no one can
stop us. That showed especially in the
second half,” Rooney reiterated.

“Like Griff said, when we play as a
team, no one can stop us. To beat this
team is such a great feeling,” Howland
expressed.

The last time that the Blue Devils
defeated the Vikings was also an 86-
77, overtime thriller in Westfield on
January 14, 2016. The Blue Devils
were comprised of Nick Mele, Owen
Murray, Matt LaCorte, Parker Hess,
Jelani Pierre, Jeff Gagum, Adam
McDaniel and Tim Norris.
Union Cath. 18 17 12   9   5 61
Westfield 13 12 19 12   9 65

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-014075-19
FILE NO. 26785-19

NOTICE TO REDEEM

ELSAYED ELBROLLESY,
PLAINTIFF VS. DAVID
ALTMAN; MRS. DAVID
ALTMAN, WIFE OF DAVID
ALTMAN; LILLIAN ZHANG;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: DAVID ALTMAN; MRS. DAVID
ALTMAN, WIFE OF DAVID ALTMAN;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on January 17, 2020, the Superior
Court Fixed March 17, 2020, or the next
business day, between regular business
hours, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD , located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07060 as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 2 BLOCK 128 on the tax duplicate
of PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 17-0052 is
$12,747.36, together with interest from
December 30, 2019 and costs of $1,136.46.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $46.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-20000024

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-009606-19

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.; AS
TRUSTEE FOR BANC OF AMERICA FUNDING
CORPORATION MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-5

VS.
Defendant: MARSHALL ANTHONY A/K/A

MARSHALL C. ANTHONY A/K/A MARSHALL
COREY ANTHONY; TASCHA ANTHONY; MA-
RINA DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT CO LLC

Sale Date: 02/19/2020
Writ of Execution: 11/21/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Thirty-
Six Thousand Two Hundred Eighty-Eight and
30/100*** $636,288.30.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 520 HIDDEN HOLLOW,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax LOT 21 F/K/A 14, BLOCK 6001 F/K/A 157.
Dimensions of Lot: 000.315 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: Rolling Peaks Way.
• 2020 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2020 $2,921.37 OPEN
• 2020 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2020 $2,921.36 OPEN
Sewer: Acct: 07/01/2019 - 12/31/2019 $190.00

OPEN PLUS PENALTY. Sewer charges are
based on prior water consumption.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Fifty-Five Thou-
sand Seven Hundred Twenty-Eight and 12/100***
$655,728.12 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 01/23, 01/30, 02/06
& 02/13/20 Fee: $197.88

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-014119-19
FILE NO. 26786-19

NOTICE TO REDEEM

ELSAYED ELBROLLESY,
PLAINTIFF VS. BERNARD T.
MCLENNAND, ET ALS.
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: BERNARD T. MCLENNAND;
WALTA MCLENNAND, HIS WIFE;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on January 17, 2020, the Superior
Court Fixed March 17, 2020, or the next
business day, between regular business
hours, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07060 as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 4 BLOCK 13 on the tax duplicate of
PLAINFIELD.  Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 18-0007 is
$9,380.45, together with interest from De-
cember 30, 2019 and costs of $1,584.30.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $45.39

Blue Devils Defeat Kittatinny,
Del. Valley in Quad Match

The Governor Livingston High-
lander boys basketball team held off
the visiting Cranford Cougars, 41-36,
on January 14 in Berkeley Heights.
Two days later in Cranford, the 5-6
Cougars rebounded to crush the New
Providence Pioneers, 82-45.

Against the Highlanders, Zion
Hammond held the hot hand for the
Cougars with 20 points, including
five 3-pointers, while adding three
rebounds and two steals. Arjun
Petgrave sank six points and added
six rebounds and a block. Dennis
DeMarino had four points and Liam
Kwiatkowski sank a 3-pointer. Joe
Carrea had two points, two assists,
three rebounds and a steal. Lukas
Ruby contributed a point, two re-
bounds, an assist and a steal.

Sean McCulloch led the 4-4 High-
landers with 12 points and two steals.
Connor Bigelow sank nine points and

grabbed seven rebounds. Vinny
Mellusi had seven points and four
rebounds. Brian McGrath had five
points and six rebounds.

Carrea was on fire against the Pio-
neers with 17 points, including a pair
of 3-pointers, to go with three steals,
two assists and four rebounds.
DeMarino scored 13 points and had
four rebounds and two steals. Petgrave
netted 10 points, five rebounds and
two steals. Ruby had nine points, 10
rebounds, four assists and a steal.
Haughey had six points, five rebounds
and a steal. Leo Wisnefski banged a
pair of 3-pointers and added two re-
bounds and a steal. Kwiatkowski sank
a 3-pointer. Nick Bisaccia had 15
points and Carsten Schumm had 10
points and eight rebounds for the Pio-
neers.
Cranford 13   9   7   7 36
Gov. Livingston 17   9   7   8 41

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 13th day of
January the Zoning Board of the Township
of Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:

1. Application ZBA 20-001: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization appointing
Topology NJ LLC as professional plan-
ners for the Zoning Board of Adjustment
for the year 2020.

Daniel Aschenbach,
Secretary

1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $14.28

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team improved it dual match
record to 8-0 with victories over the
Delaware Valley Terriers and
Kittatinny in a quad match at Dela-
ware Valley High School on January
18. The Blue Devils wrecked the Ter-
riers, 44-14, and edged Kittatinny,
35-33.

Against the Terriers, Ethan
Composto won by 14-6 major deci-
sion over Derek Schepers at 106-lbs.
Luke Jacobs pinned Sam Kirkpatrick
in 44 seconds at 113-lbs and Quinn
Gimblette pinned Cooper Gill in 1:10
at 120-lbs. Luke Hoerle pinned Gage
Crater in 29 seconds at 126-lbs. An-
drew Silber beat Chase Christie, 7-5,
at 132-lbs. Mike Murphy won by 8-0,
major decision over Corey Crater at
138-lbs. Anthony Ciotta pinned Ben
Brown in 3:26 at 145-lbs, Luke
Scanlan pinned Garrett Tettemer in
4:49 at 160-lbs and Jon Heard topped
Zach Zuchowski, 2-0, at 220-lbs.

Terrier Shane Reynolds edged Dan
Moriaru, 3-0, at 152-lbs. Nick Ferri
nipped James Greco, 7-5, at 170-lbs.
Matt Zdepski beat James McDermott,
8-3, at 182-lbs. Matt Schneider beat
Jack Price, 6-3, at 195-lbs and Nick
Moose nipped Abdul Kharboutli, 1-
0, at 285-lbs.

Against Kittatinny, Composto
decisioned Anthony Ferreri, 8-6, at

113-lbs. Jacobs beat Chris Casale,
13-9, at 120-lbs. Gimblette won by
12-4 major decision over Andrew
Knutelsky at 126-lbs and Hoerle won
by 18-2, 2:23 technical fall over
Connor Hanna at 132-lbs. At 138-lbs,
Silber pinned Scott Wallgren in 2:32
and at 145-lbs, Murphy pinned Avery
Yeager in 4:15. At 160-lbs, Scanlan
won by 20-5, technical fall over Gian
Knippenberg in 5:45. McDermott
nicked Evan Raposo, 8-6, at 170-lbs.

For Kittatinny, Shane Nelson
pinned Luke Bowen Cupri in 1:00 at
106-lbs. Steve Dalling pinned Ciotta
in 4:25 at 152-lbs. Brycen Mafaro
pinned Greco in 49 seconds at 182-
lbs. At 195-lbs, Rob Bruce pinned
Price in 39 seconds. At 220-lbs, Jack
Crawn pinned Heard in 55 seconds
and at 285-lbs, Ty Eldred edged
Kharboutli, 2-0.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, De-
cember 9, 2019, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, approved the application of
Boulder Construction, LLC for a minor sub-
division approval to create two conforming
lots for permitted single family residential
development for property located at 2027
Westfield Avenue, Block 2101, Lot 21. The
Resolution memorializing said approval
was duly presented and adopted by the
Planning Board at its regularly scheduled
meeting on January 13, 2020. A copy of
said Resolution has been filed in the office
of the Planning Board and/or the office of
the Municipal Clerk at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, and
is available for public inspection.

Shannon Rapant
Clerk/ Land Use Secretary to the

Planning Board
1 T - 01/23/20, The Times Fee: $21.42

Cougar Cagers Fall to GL,
Crush Pioneer Boys, 82-45

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BIG AFTERNOON DEFENSIVELY AND OFFENSIVELY...Blue Devil sophomore Logan Howland, No. 21,  guards Union
Catholic Viking Brad Young, No. 5, during the wild game at Westfield High School on January 16. Howland pulled down
15 rebounds, blocked two shots and scored 12 points, including key free throws in overtime.

Lady Blue Devils Win
4x800 at Group Relays

Westfield High School Blue Dev-
ils Isabel Boufarah, Caroline Collins,
Emily DiSarno and Katie Hamilton
finished first in the 4x800 relay with
a time of 9:35.44 at the Group 4
Indoor Track Relays held at the
Bennett Center in Toms River on
January 19. In the 4x400, Caroline
Bielen, Julia Csorba, Macey Cullen
and Alexis Hammer finished 10th
with a time of 4:14.99. Grace Endy,
Samantha Salz, Julia Sugrue and
Grace Morgan finished 10th in the
distance medley relay at 13:10.89.

For the boys, Will Surks, Charlie
Stock, Will McGlynn and Kevin
Yucetepe finished fourth in the dis-
tance medley relay at 10:55.12. Max
Owens tied for 10th in the pole vault
with a height of 12-6.
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TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that an Ordinance entitled “Ordinance Amending and
Supplementing Part IV of the Health Code of the Town of Westfield to Add a New Chapter,
Chapter 8, Regulating the Sale and Manufacture of Electronic Smoking Devices” of which
the following is a copy was introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Westfield
Board of Health at a regular meeting held on January 13, 2020. The Board of Health will
further consider the same for final passage on February 3, 2020 at 5:30 P.M. The meeting
will be held in the Council Conference Room of the Westfield Municipal Building located
at 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at which time and place members of the
public will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.

Megan Avallone,
Board Secretary

BOH ORDINANCE #1-2020

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING PART IV, BOARD
OF HEALTH REGULATIONS OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD TO ADD A
NEW CHAPTER, CHAPTER 8, REGULATING THE SALE AND MANUFAC-
TURE OF ELECTRONIC SMOKING DEVICES

SECTION 1. There is hereby created a new Chapter, Chapter 8, Sale and Manufacture
of Electronic Smoking Devices, as follows:

BOH 8-1. Purpose.
The purpose of this article is to protect the public’s health and general welfare by

licensing and regulating establishments that sell electronic smoking devices.
BOH 8-2. Definitions.
As used in this article, the following words shall mean:
Business shall mean any sole proprietorship, partnership, joint venture, corporation,

association, or other entity formed for profit-making purposes.
Characterizing Flavor shall mean a distinguishable flavor, taste, or aroma, including

but not limited to, any fruit, candy, chocolate, vanilla, honey, cocoa, wintergreen, dessert,
alcoholic beverage, herb or spice flavoring, that is imparted prior to or during consumption
by an electronic smoking device, tobacco product, or other related product, including
electronic liquid, or any smoke, aerosol, or vapor emanating from that device or product.
An electronic smoking device, any cartridge, or other component of the device or other
related product, including liquid nicotine, shall be deemed to have a characterizing flavor
if the device, cartridge, component, or related product is advertised or marketed as having
or producing any such distinguishable flavor, taste or aroma. No tobacco product shall be
determined to have a characterizing flavor solely because of the use of additives or
flavorings or the provision of ingredient information.

Component or Part shall mean any software or assembly of materials intended or
reasonably expected to alter or affect the electronic smoking device’s performance,
composition, characteristics, and ingredients.

Distinguishable shall mean perceivable by either the sense of smell or taste.
Electronic liquid shall mean ingredients, liquids, gels, waxes and powders, including

but not limited to those which may contain nicotine and which may be aerosolized or
vaporized when using an electronic smoking device.

Electronic Smoking Device shall mean a device that can be used to deliver
aerosolized or vaporized nicotine to the person inhaling from the device, including, but
not limited to, an e-cigarette, e-cigar, e-pipe, vape pen, or e-hookah. Electronic smoking
device includes any component, part, or accessory of such a device, whether or not sold
separately, and includes any substance intended to be aerosolized or vaporized during
the use of the device.  Electronic smoking device does not include drugs, devices, or
combination products authorized for sale by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, as
those terms are defined in the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act.

Employee shall mean any person who is employed or retained as an independent
contractor by any employer in consideration for direct or indirect monetary wages or profit,
or any person who volunteers his or her services for an employer.

Employer shall mean any business or nonprofit entity that retains the service of one
or more Employees or of the owner.

Health Officer shall mean the Town of Westfield Health Officer or his/her authorized
designee.

Itinerant Establishment means a temporary or permanent business operated from a
truck, a cart, other vehicle, hand-carried portable container or device, or mobile platform
or unit.

License Year shall mean a calendar year commencing on January 1 and ending on
December 31.

Liquid Nicotine shall mean any solution containing nicotine, which is designed or sold
for use with an electronic smoking device.

Liquid Nicotine Container shall mean a bottle or other container of a liquid, wax or gel,
or other substance containing nicotine, where the liquid or other contained substance is
sold, marketed, or intended for use in an electronic smoking device.  Liquid nicotine
container does not include a liquid or other substance containing nicotine in a cartridge
that is sold, marketed or intended for use in an electronic smoking device, provided that
such cartridge is prefilled and sealed by the manufacturer, with the seal remaining
permanently intact through retail purchase and use; is only disposable and is not
refillable; and is not intended to be opened by the consumer.

Nonprofit Entity shall mean any entity that meets Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
Internal Revenue Code section 501(c)(3) as well as any other entity created for charitable,
religious, philanthropic, educational, political, social or similar purposes, the net proceeds
of which are committed to the promotion of the objectives or purposes of the entity and
not to private gain.

Manufacturer shall mean any person, including any repacker and/or relabeler, who
compounds, modifies, mixes, manufactures, fabricates, assembles, processes, labels,
repacks, relabels or imports electronic smoking devices or electronic liquid.

Person shall mean an individual, partnership, cooperative, association, corporation,
personal representative, receiver, trustee, assignee or any other legal entity.

Retail Electronic Smoking Device Establishment shall mean any establishment
that solely sells, distributes, gives, offers or manufactures electronic smoking devices,
components or parts, electronic liquid, and/or liquid nicotine.

Sale shall mean every delivery of electronic smoking devices, whether the same is by
direct sale or the solicitation or acceptance of an order, including the exchange, barter,
keeping and exposing for sale, delivering for value, peddling and possession with intent
to sell, distribute, or give.

Smoking shall mean inhaling, exhaling, burning, or carrying any lighted or heated
cigar, cigarette, or pipe, or any other lighted or heated tobacco, nicotine, or plant product

intended for inhalation, including hookah and marijuana, whether natural or synthetic.
Smoking also includes the use of an electronic smoking device.

Tobacco Product shall mean any product that is made from or derived from tobacco,
or that contains nicotine, that is intended for human consumption or is likely to be
consumed, whether smoked, heated, chewed, absorbed, dissolved, inhaled or ingested
by any other means, including, but not limited to, a cigarette, a cigar, pipe tobacco,
chewing tobacco, snuff, or snus. Tobacco product also means electronic smoking
devices and any component or accessory used in the consumption of a tobacco product,
such as filters, rolling papers, pipes, and substances used in electronic smoking devices,
whether or not they contain nicotine.  Tobacco product does not include drugs, devices,
or combination products authorized for sale by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
and defined in the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act.

BOH 8-3. Prohibition on sales and manufacture.
A. Only retail electronic smoking device establishments licensed by the Town of

Westfield Board of Health shall sell electronic smoking devices, components or parts,
electronic liquid, and/or liquid nicotine.

B. It shall be unlawful for any business within the Town of Westfield to manufacture
electronic smoking devices, components or parts, electronic liquid, and or liquid nicotine.

C. It shall be unlawful for a business which holds a retail food establishment license
issued by the Town of Westfield Board of Health, a license for the retail sale of motor fuel
issued by the State of New Jersey, and/or a liquor license issued by the State of New
Jersey to sell electronic smoking devices, components or parts, electronic liquid, and/or
liquid nicotine.

D. A business which holds a retail food establishment license issued by the Town of
Westfield Board of Health, a license for the retail sale of motor fuel issued by the State of
New Jersey, and/or a liquor license issued by the State of New Jersey and which sells and/
or manufactures electronic smoking devices, components or parts, electronic liquid, and/
or liquid nicotine shall comply with this section within sixty (60) days of the passage of this
chapter.

BOH 8-4. Entry and employment of persons under the age of twenty-one (21)
prohibited.

A. The entry of individuals under the age of twenty-one (21) into any portion of a retail
electronic smoking device establishment is prohibited.

B. It shall be the duty of a retail electronic smoking device establishment licensee and
his/her employees to verify that any individual entering any portion of the establishment
is aged twenty-one (21) years and older by requesting and examining government-issued
photographic identification immediately upon entry of such individual.

C. No individual under the age of twenty-one (21) shall be employed by a retail
electronic smoking device establishment.

BOH 8-5. Sale, distribution, or provision to person under the age of twenty-one (21)
prohibited.

No person shall sell, distribute or give electronic smoking devices, components or parts,
electronic liquid, and/or liquid nicotine to any person under the age of 21 years.  Each
retailer selling or distributing electronic smoking devices shall verify the age of the
purchaser by means of valid government-issued photographic identification that contains
date of birth.

BOH 8-6. Location of retail electronic smoking device establishment.
No retail electronic smoking device establishment, not presently in operation at the time

of the adoption of the chapter, shall be located within five hundred (500) feet of any public
recreational field or park, public or private elementary or secondary school.

BOH 8-7. Operational requirements.
A. No person shall sell, distribute or give electronic smoking devices, components or

parts, electronic liquid, and/or liquid nicotine in the Town of Westfield unless an employee
of the establishment controls the sale of such product through direct, face-to-face
exchange between the retailer and the consumer.  Self-service displays and vending
machines for the sale of electronic smoking devices, components or parts, electronic
liquid, and/or liquid nicotine shall be prohibited.

B. No retail electronic smoking device establishment shall allow an employee to sell,
distribute or give electronic smoking devices, components or parts, electronic liquid, and/
or liquid nicotine until the employee has confirmed he/she has read this article and state
laws pertaining to the sale of electronic smoking devices by signing a form promulgated
by the Health Department, confirming the same.  Forms shall be submitted to the Health
Department and a copy of the form shall be kept on file at the retail electronic smoking
device establishment and made immediately available at the request of the Health Officer.
All retail electronic smoking device establishments shall comply with this provision sixty
(60) days after adoption of this article. It shall be the duty of the licensee to ensure that
all new employees comply with this section within one (1) week of hire.

C. No retail electronic smoking device establishment shall distribute, or cause to be
distributed, any samples or permit sampling of electronic smoking devices, components
or parts, electronic liquid, and/or liquid nicotine.

D. No retail electronic smoking device establishment shall use any device within its
establishment to mask or conceal any characterizing flavor or smell of any electronic
liquid and/or tobacco product.

E. A retailer of electronic liquid containers must comply with provisions of N.J.S.A
2A:170-51.9 et. seq., governing child resistant containers, as may from time to time be
amended or supplemented.

BOH 8-8. Signage.
A. Signage shall be conspicuously posted on entry doors to the establishments which

state:
“Entry of persons under the age of twenty-one (21) is prohibited. Government-issued

photographic identification must be presented immediately upon entry.”
B. Signage must be conspicuously posted at the point of display and at the point of sale

which states:
1. “A person who sells or offers to sell tobacco products or electronic smoking or vapor

devices, components, cartridges or related products to a person less than 21 years of age
shall pay a penalty up to $2,000 and may be subject to a license suspension or revocation.
Proof of age may be required for purchase.  Those persons or establishments in violation
are subject to prosecution.”

2. “Smoking, sampling or using tobacco products or electronic smoking or vapor
devices inside this place of business is prohibited by NJ State Law. Those establishments
or individuals in violation are subject to prosecution.”

BOH 8.9.  License, application, fees, display and transferability.
A. No person shall conduct, maintain, or operate a retail electronic smoking device

establishment without first submitting an application for licensure on forms promulgated
by the Town of Westfield Health Department.

B. Fees in accordance with the following schedule shall be paid annually:

Retail Electronic Smoking Device Establishment License $1,000.00
C. Licenses issued under the provisions of this article shall expire annually on

December 31 of the year in which the license was issued.
D. Applications for license renewal shall be submitted to the Town of Westfield Health

Department no less than sixty (60) days prior to expiration.
E. At the time of the initial application and any subsequent renewals, the applicant or

the licensee shall:
1. Disclose if they are also a manufacturer or distributor of electronic smoking devices

and if that part of their business is conducted or takes place at the retail electronic smoking
device establishment or another location(s).

2. Provide contact information for the manufacturer or distributor or other business(es)
from which the electronic smoking devices, components or parts, electronic liquid, and/
or liquid nicotine are purchased.

F. Each license shall be posted in a conspicuous location where it may be readily
observed at eye level by all patrons before or immediately upon entering the establish-
ment. No portion of the license shall be obstructed from view during display.

G. It shall be unlawful for any person to erase, cancel, deface, or alter a license once
it has been issued by the Town of Westfield Health Department.

H. The owner or person in charge of an establishment shall permit any Town official,
inspector or police officer who has presented proper identification to fully examine any
license issued under this Chapter.

I. No licenses shall be issued to itinerant establishments, transient merchants, or
peddlers.

J. Licenses and/or permits are not transferable and are not prorated. Any establishment
that changes ownership must submit a new application and receive a new license and/
or permit prior to the opening of the establishment.

BOH 8.10.  Inspection and access to premises.
A. The Health Officer or his/her authorized agent shall have the right to inspect any retail

electronic smoking device establishment as often as he/she deems it necessary.
B. Any duly appointed Town Police Officer shall be permitted to enter and inspect the

premises for compliance with this subchapter.
C. All parts of the establishment shall be made accessible to the Health Officer or his/

her designee and any duly appointed Town Police Officer.
D. It shall be unlawful for any licensee or his/her employee to hinder, impede, or fail to

allow the Health Officer or his/her designee or any duly appointed Town Police Officer
needing to perform an inspection, access to all areas of the establishment.

BOH 8.11.  Revocation or suspension of license; hearing.
A. Licenses issued under this Section may be revoked or suspended by the Health

Officer or his/her designee, pending a formal hearing before the Town of Westfield Board
of Health, for the following causes:

1. Fraud, misrepresentation or false statement in the application for the establishment
license.

2. Fraud, misrepresentation or false statement made while operating the licensed
business in the Town.

3. Conducting the licensed business within the Town in an unlawful manner or in such
a manner as to constitute a menace to the health, safety, or general welfare of the public.

4. An existing or threatened menace to the public health as determined by the Health
Officer.

5. The owner and/or operator or any employee refuses to permit, hinders, or obstructs,
the Health Officer or his/her designee or any duly authorized Town Police Officer to
inspect the premises or the operations therein.

B. A person, firm, corporation, or other entity whose license has been revoked shall
close the establishment and request all patrons to vacate the premises.

C. The licensee shall be entitled to a hearing before the Town of Westfield Board of
Health within a reasonable time, which is not to exceed fifteen (15) days, for the purpose
of seeking reinstatement of a suspended or revoked license. Written notice of the time and
place of such a hearing shall be served upon the licensee by the Health Officer at least
three (3) days prior to the date set for such hearing. Such notice shall contain a brief
statement of the grounds to be relied upon for revoking, cancelling, or suspending such
license. Notice may be given either by personal delivery thereof to the person to be
notified or be deposited in the United States Post Office in a sealed envelope, postage
prepaid, addressed to such person to be notified at the business address appearing upon
such license by simultaneous regular mail and certified mail, return receipt requested.

D. At the hearing before the Town of Westfield Board of Health, the licensee shall have
an opportunity to answer and may thereafter be heard, and upon due consideration and
deliberation by the Board, the complaint may be dismissed, or if the Board concludes that
the charges have been sustained and substantiated, it may deny reinstatement of the
license and stipulate the conditions required for reinstatement of the license.

E. If any such license shall have been revoked, neither the holder thereof nor any
person acting for him, directly or indirectly, shall be entitled to another license to carry on
the same business within the Town, unless the application for such license shall be
approved by the Board of Health.

BOH 8.12.  Enforcement.
This article shall be enforced by the Town of Westfield Board of Health and any duly

appointed Town Police Officer.
BOH 8.13.  Violations and penalties.
A. Unless otherwise provided by law, statute, or ordinance, any person(s) who is found

to be in violation of the provisions of this section shall, upon conviction thereof, pay a fine
of $1,000 for the first violation, $1,500 for the second violation, and $2,000 for the third
violation and each subsequent violation.  Each violation, and every day in which a
violation occurs, shall constitute a separate violation.  No fines shall be issued for sixty
(60) days after publication of this ordinance.

B. These penalties are in addition to any penalties that may be imposed, including but
not limited to penalties imposed by N.J.S.A. 2C33-13.1 et seq.

SECTION 2. BOH Ordinance #1-2014, an ordinance “Setting Licensing Fees for
Electronic Smoking Device Establishments,” is hereby repealed in its entirety.

SECTION 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are repealed
to the extent of such inconsistency.

SECTION 4. If any word, phrase, clause, section, or provision of this ordinance shall
be found by any Court of competent jurisdiction to be unenforceable, illegal or unconsti-
tutional, such word, phrase, clause, section, or provision shall be severable from the
balance of the ordinance and the remainder of the ordinance shall remain in full force and
effect.

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and
publication in the manner provided by law.
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CLASSIFIEDS
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
 ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

2020 REGULAR MEETINGS

In compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975,
Regular Meetings of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Township of Scotch
Plains, Union County, New Jersey will be
held in Council Chambers, First Floor,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. on
the following Thursdays in 2020 unless
otherwise noted:

JANUARY 9, 2020 –
REORGANIZATION 7:00 pm

FEBRUARY 6, 2020
MARCH 5
APRIL 2
MAY 7
JUNE 4
JULY 9

SEPTEMBER 10
OCTOBER 1

NOVEMBER 5
DECEMBER 3

JANUARY 7, 2021 –
REORGANIZATION -7:00 pm

In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, any person that might re-
quire special needs should be in touch with
the Board office during normal business
hours so that their needs may be ad-
dressed.  All interested persons may be
present and be heard.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary

1 T - 01/23/20, The Times Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MEETING DATES 2020

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Board of Adjustment wishes to advise the
public of its meeting dates.  Meetings, at
which formal action will be taken, will be
held on the following dates at 7:30 p.m. in
Council Chambers in the Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey.

January 13, 2020 August 10, 2020
February 10, 2020 September 14, 2020
March 9, 2020 October 14, 2020
April 13, 2020 November 9, 2020
May 11, 2020 December 14, 2020
June 8, 2020 January 11, 2021
July 13, 2020 February 8, 2021

Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Board of Adjust-
ment, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield,
New Jersey and may be seen Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

 PLANNING BOARD

2020 REGULAR MEETINGS

In compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975,
Regular Meetings of the Planning Board of
the Township of Scotch Plains, Union
County, New Jersey will be held in Council
Chambers, First Floor, Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains at 7:30
p.m. on the following Mondays in 2020,
unless otherwise indicated:

January 13, 2020 –
Reorganizational meeting

January 27
February 10
February 24

March 9
March 23
April 13
April 27
May 11

Wednesday, May 27
June 8

June 22
July 13
July 27

September 14
Wednesday, September 30

Wednesday, October 14
October 26
November 9

November 23
December 14

January 11, 2021 -
 Reorganizational meeting

In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, any person that might re-
quire special needs should be in touch with
the Board Office during normal business
hours so that their needs may be ad-
dressed. All interested persons may be
present and be heard.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary

1 T - 01/23/20, The Times Fee: $40.29

WESTFIELD
Tuesday, January 14, Lindsey A.

Penders, 22, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Madison
Avenue and Overhill Street. She was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released
to a sober adult.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, January 7, Ian O. Jackson,

38, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana
during a motor vehicle stop. Jackson
was transported to police headquarters
and processed.

Wednesday, January 8, Alexis J.
Orlofsky, 25, of Rahway was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop and charged
with driving under the influence.
Orlofsky was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Wednesday, January 8, Emillie C.
Sanchez-Bello, 19, of Scotch Plains
was arrested and charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia during
a motor vehicle accident investigation.
Sanchez-Bello was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Wednesday, January 8, Steven Castro,
21, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
charges of possession of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia during
the investigation of a suspicious motor
vehicle. Castro was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Thursday, January 9, Christina R.
Brown, 34, of East Orange was arrested
on an active warrant out of West Orange
during a motor vehicle stop. Brown
was transported to police headquarters
and processed.

Friday, January 10, Nicholas Neilan,
30, of East Hanover was arrested on an
active warrant out of Scotch Plains.

Saturday, January 11, Yolanda I.
Carrero, 58, of Warren was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop and charged
with driving under the influence.
Carrero was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Saturday, January 11, a resident of
East Second Street reported fraudulent
activity on several bank accounts. The
matter is under investigation.

Saturday, January 11, a resident of
Spruce Mill Lane reported the theft of
a tire and rim from their motor vehicle.
The incident occurred during the
overnight hours and is under
investigation.

Monday, January 13, Troy L.
Whitlock, 51, of Plainfield was arrested
on an active warrant out of the Union
County Sheriff’s Department during a
suspicious-person investigation.
Whitlock was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Monday, January 13, Tymirah M.
Quarles, 20, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with providing false
information to police during the course
of a motor vehicle stop. She also had
outstanding warrants out of East
Hanover and Linden. Quarles was
transported to police headquarters and

processed.
Friday, January 17, a business located

on the 2300 block of South Avenue
reported an attempted burglary.
Someone attempted to gain access
through a rear window. The incident
occurred during the overnight hours
and is under investigation.

Saturday, January 18, Jakia N. Smith,
41, of Green Brook was arrested during
a motor vehicle stop on charges of
driving under the influence, obstruction
of justice and resisting arrest. Smith
was transported to police headquarters
and processed.

Sunday, January 19, Tyshawn D.
Baldwin, 26, of Brooklyn, N.Y., was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop on
charges of possession of marijuana with
intent to distribute and possession of
drug paraphernalia. Baldwin was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.

Sunday, January 19, Nadia C.
Simpson, 40, of Newark was arrested
on active warrants out of Newark and
Bloomfield during a motor vehicle stop.
Simpson was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Monday, January 20, a resident of
Donato Circle reported fraudulent
activity on his wireless phone account.
The matter is under investigation.

CRANFORD
Sunday, January 12, Christopher

Giuditta, 18, of Cranford was arrested
on charges of possession of under 50
grams (marijuana) and possession of
paraphernalia. Police units were alerted
to a suspicious motor vehicle in the
area of Connecticut Street and

Lexington Avenue. The vehicle, a 2016
Ford, was stopped at Lexington and
Stoughton Avenues. Following an
investigation on scene, police arrested
the driver, Giuditta, for possession of
suspected marijuana. He was processed
and provided with a municipal court
appearance date.

Monday, January 13, Samantha
Clark, 30, of Easton, Pa., was arrested
on charges of possession of under 50
grams (marijuana) and possession of
drug paraphernalia. Police units were
dispatched to a business on the 400
block of South Avenue East for a
suspicious person. Following an
investigation on scene, police arrested
the individual, Clark, for possession of
suspected marijuana. She was
processed and provided with a
municipal court appearance date.

Monday, January 13, Roxana Munoz,
28, of North Bergen was arrested on
charges of possession of under 50 grams
(marijuana) and possession of drug
paraphernalia. A 2002 Ford was stopped
at Jackson and Commerce Drives for
not signaling a turn. Following an
investigation on scene, police arrested
the driver, Munoz, for possession of
suspected marijuana. She was
processed and provided with a
municipal court appearance date. In
addition, Munoz was issued motor
vehicle summonses for failure to signal
a turn, a cracked windshield and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Tuesday, January 14, Abdul Adams,
23, of Newark was arrested on charges
of possession of over 50 grams
(marijuana) and possession of
paraphernalia. A 2006 Honda was
stopped at Centennial Avenue and
Hayes Street for an expired inspection
decal. Following an investigation on
scene, police arrested the driver, Adams,
for possession of suspected marijuana.
He was processed and provided with a
municipal court appearance date. In
addition, Adams was issued motor
vehicle summonses for suspended
driving, no inspection, maintenance of
lamps and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.

Tuesday, January 14, Edward
Gisondi, 40, of Linden was arrested on
charges of driving while intoxicated
(DWI) and possession of paraphernalia.
A 1999 Mazda was stopped at
Centennial Avenue and Raritan Road
for erratic driving. Following an
investigation on scene, police arrested
the driver, Gisondi, for DWI and
possession of suspected heroin and
crack-cocaine. He was processed and
provided with a Superior Court
appearance date. In addition, Gisondi
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for careless driving, failure to maintain
his lane and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTIELD
PLANNING BOARD

MEETING DATES 2020

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Planning Board wishes to advise the pub-
lic of its meeting dates. Meetings, at which
formal action will be taken, will be held on
the following dates at 7:30 p.m. in Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey.

January 6, 2020 August 3, 2020
February 3, 2020 September 9, 2020
March 2, 2020 October 5, 2020
April 6, 2020 November 2, 2020
May 4, 2020 December 7, 2020
June 1, 2020 January 4, 2021
July 6, 2020 February 1, 2021

The Board may also meet at 7:00 p.m.
on the above meeting dates in the Mayor’s
Conference Room for a work session in
which the public may attend but may not
participate.

As necessary, the Site Plan Review
Committee will meet at 7:00 p.m. on the
above dates in the Mayor’s Conference
Room.

Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Planning Board,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey and may be seen Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus,
Administrative Secretary

Planning Board
1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS

Be advised that the Westfield Historic
Preservation Commission of the Town of
Westfield (“WHPC”) will meet in the Coun-
cil Chambers of the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. on the following
Mondays during the period of March 2020
to February 2021 for the purpose of acting
on items that may be before the Commis-
sion:

Monday March 30, 2020
Monday April 27, 2020
Monday May 18, 2020
Monday June 29, 2020
Monday July 27, 2020

Monday August 31, 2020
Monday September 28, 2020

Monday October 26, 2020
Monday November 30, 2020
Monday December 28, 2020
Monday January 28, 2021
Monday February 25, 2021

1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PART TIME HELP WANTED

Westfield medical office seeking
local high school or college student
for PT, flexible hours position, 10
hours a week, involving front desk,
data base entry duties,etc. We will
train in an excellent, supportive
atmosphere. Must be
conscientious, reliable and a team
player. (908) 389-0222

HELP WANTED

Part Time Assistant / Receptionist
With Experience For Established
Business. 18 Hours a Week -
Downtown Cranford Office. Basic
Computer and Office Skills Required.

Mail Resumes To
18 Hale Street

Cranford, NJ 07016

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on February 6, 2020 at 7:30 pm,
at the Municipal Building, 430 Park Av-
enue, First Floor Council Chambers to
hear the application of Archana Parmar
and Chandra Sarkar, 1630 Raritan Road,
Block 14001, Lot 3, R-1 Zone who propose
to construct a detached garage contrary to
the following Zoning Ordinances:

Section 23-3.5, R-1 Residential Zone:
b. Permitted Secondary Uses
1. Private garages not in excess of 1,200

sq. ft. of building area, including detached
and attached garages. Existing: 400 square
feet structure. Proposed: 1,800 square
feet structure.

Section 23-3.4D, Schedule of Yard
and Building Height Limitations for
Detached Secondary Buildings in Resi-
dential Districts:

Para. A, R-1 Zone: Structures greater
than 200 square feet are required to be a
minimum of 30 feet off the property. Pro-
posed: 18 feet (one side of the property
only). An in-ground pool is also proposed.
No variance is required for this part of the
application.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 01/23/20, The Times Fee: $33.15

Place a Classified Ad Online at
goleader.com/form/classified

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Excellent
Condition, $30. (908) 654-6091
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The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Take Advantage of Us,

Promote Your Business

Display Ad Creation

Stand-Alone Inserts

Marketing Assistance

Website Banner Ads

Promotional Bulletins

Online-Only Supplements

Email Sponsorships

Contact Jeff Gruman,
Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Anna Lee Ronk named
To Dean’s List at Elon U.

WESTFIELD — Anna Lee Ronk
has been named to the Dean’s List for
the 2019 fall semester at Elon
University, Elon, N.C. The Dean’s
List is composed of students with no
grade below a B-minus and a grade
point average of at least 3.50 in a
minimum of 12 semester hours.

Anna is the daughter of Edward
C. Ronk and Mary E. Mirisola of
Westfield.

Bucknell Releases Dean’s
List for Fall Semester

EIS Series to Present
‘Screenagers, Next Ch.’

WESTFIELD — Mental health and
wellness is the important focus of a
new speaker series at Edison
Intermediate School, sponsored by
the Edison counselors, nurse/health
educators, and the school resource
officer. A November presentation by
Sean Foley of Prevention Links on
the overuse of smart phones and other
technology was well attended.

Next up, on Thursday, January 23,
is Screenagers, Next Chapter:
Uncovering Skills for Stress and
Resilience, a 60-minute film to help
young people thrive in our screen-
and stress-filled world. Each
presentation begins at 7 p.m. in the
Edison auditorium and is open to the
public at no cost. A discussion and
Q&A will follow the screening.
Information on how to register for the
January 23 presentation is available
on the attached flyer and on the school
website at edison.westfieldnjk12.org.

Ellie Meacock Makes
Providence Dean’s List

WESTFIELD — Ellie Meacock
of Westfield, a member of the class
of 2023, has been named to the
Dean’s List at Providence College,
Providence, R.I., for the fall 2019
semester. To qualify for the Dean’s
List, students must achieve at least a
3.55 grade point average with a
minimum of 12 credits. Ellie
graduated from Mount Saint Mary
Academy in Watchung.

Alexander Mezzomo On
New Haven Dean’s List
WESTFIELD — Alexander

Mezzomo of Westfield, a student in
the Henry C. Lee College of Crimi-
nal Justice and Forensic Sciences
of the University of New Haven,
Conn., has been named to the Dean’s
List for the fall 2019 semester.
Alexander is working on a Bach-
elor of Science in Paramedicine.

AREA — Bucknell University has
released the Dean’s List for
outstanding academic achievement
during the fall semester of the 2019-
2020 academic year. A student must
earn a grade point average of 3.5 or
higher on a scale of 4.0 to receive
dean’s list recognition.

Julia Buoscio, a biology major in
the class of 2022, from Westfield;

Jack Cushing, an undeclared
management major in the class of
2023, from Mountainside;

Jarek Gozdieski, a computer
science and engineering major in the
class of 2020, from Westfield;

Caroline Hendrix, an undeclared
major in the class of 2023, from
Westfield;

Madison Kurtz, an undeclared major
in the class of 2023, from Westfield;

Jackson O’Brien, an undeclared
major in the class of 2023, from
Westfield;

Natalie Patterson, an undeclared
major in the class of 2022, from
Westfield; Kendall Robertson, a
undeclared major in the class of 2023,
from Westfield;

Coby Sagal, a physics major in the
class of 2020, from Westfield;

Olivia Shields, an undeclared major
in the class of 2023, from Westfield;

Laura Charos, a neuroscience major
in the class of 2020, from Scotch Plains;

Fallon Goldberg, a biology major in
the class of 2020, from Scotch Plains;

Brent Mankin, a neuroscience major
in the class of 2023, from Scotch Plains;

Mariah Weigel, an electrical
engineering major in the class of 2020,
from Scotch Plains, NJ.

Board of Education Honors
SPFHS Girls Soccer Team

GO RAIDERS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education honored the
SPFHS Girls Varsity Soccer Team at the December 19, 2019 board meeting. The
team concluded its school history-making season ranked third in the final nj.com
poll and 38th in national polls, finishing with a record of 18-3-2. See story below.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
Honored the SPFHS Girls Varsity Soccer
Team at the December 19 board meeting.

The team concluded their school
history making season ranked third in
the final nj.com poll and 38th in
national polls, finishing with a record
of 18-3-2. The team, seeded second
in North II Group IV, defeated Perth
Amboy 9-0, Watchung Hills Regional
1-0, and in the sectional final with a 2-
0 win over perennial sectional finalist
Bridgewater-Raritan. They defeated
Westfield 4-0 in the semifinal.

The Raiders Girls’ Soccer team
fought off a talented Montclair team
2-1. The season concluded at Kean
University in the Group Final against
Hunterdon Central.

The 2019-2020 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Varsity Girls’
Soccer Team consisted of the following
members: Gabrielle Aloe, Micky
Genty, Sophia Lama, Rachel Schoss,
Elizabeth Bedatsky, Abby Hanvey,
Elizabeth Ley, Maya Sutterlin, Lily
Camacho, Ava Hausle, Corinne Lyght,
Giorgiana Vacca, Devon Danielovich,
Maya Kessler, Giulianna Milano,
Jamie Valian, Ashley DeFrancesco,
Rebecca Kessler¨Holly Nelson,
Kaylah Webb, Sarah Dill, Leah
Klurman, Grace Ponterio, Katarina
Zikas, Alexa Fazio, Brooke Klurman,
and Julianna Scarcella.

The team was led by Head Coach
Kevin Ewing, and Assistant Coaches
Matthew Tiedemann, Lauren Mains
and Joseph Higgins.

Trailside Invites Families
To Get ‘Back to Nature’

MOUNTAINSIDE — With the
winter season now fully underway,
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders will present Back to Na-
ture, a new nature series for families
with children of all ages. The pro-
grams will take place on Saturday
mornings, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.,
and feature a different nature or sci-
ence theme each week.

“The Back to Nature series offers a
great opportunity for families to break
the winter routine, spend time to-
gether in the great outdoors and enjoy
the natural scenery of the Watchung
Reservation,” said Freeholder Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella.

Back to Nature encourages nature
discovery through hikes and indoor/
outdoor activities.

This winter, families will see how
real maple sugar is made, discover
how to identify winter birds by sight
and sound, learn the stories behind
legendary constellations and search

for early signs of spring on a nature
hike.

The series begins on February 8
and continues through March 28.
There is a maximum of four partici-
pants per family. Participants are ad-
vised to dress for the weather.

The fee is $10 per class/family of
four for Union County residents and
$12 per class for non-county resi-
dents. For detailed program descrip-
tions and registration, visit ucnj.org/
trailside.

For more information about all
upcoming programs at Trailside, visit
ucnj.org/trailside or call (908) 789-
3670. Trailside Nature and Science
Center is located at 452 New Provi-
dence Road, Mountainside, and is a
service of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Quick links to all Union County
environmental programs and activi-
ties are available at The Green Con-
nection, ucnj.org/green-connect.

Library Offers Teens Place
To Study For Mid-Terms

WESTFIELD — Teens who are
looking for a quiet place to prepare for
mid-terms can count on the Westfield
Memorial Library Meeting Room,
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Four Teen Study Hall Nights with
extended hours will take place on
Monday, January 27; Tuesday,
January 28; Wednesday, January 29,
and Thursday, January 30, between
2 and 10 p.m. The library’s normal
closing hour of 9 p.m. will be
extended to 10 p.m.

Three additional days will be provided
on Saturday and Sunday, February 1 and
2, from 1 to 4:50 p.m., and Monday,
February 3, from 2 to 9 p.m.

No food deliveries or take-out will
be allowed in the Meeting Room, and
no advance registration is required.

To learn more about the Teen
Study Hall Nights or other library
programs for adults and children,
go to the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, and click on the calendar,
or call (908) 789-4090.

Westfield Memorial Library
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.,

Monday through Thursday; 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Saturday,
and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Mount Saint Mary’s Brennan
To Be Conference Presenter

Kathleen Brennan

WATCHUNG — Karen Calta, as-
sistant directress (Faculty/Curricu-
lum) at Mount Saint Mary Academy
in Watchung, has revealed that
Kathleen Brennan, Department of
Mathematics chairperson, was se-
lected to give presentations on fi-
nancial literacy at “Stand Up, Speak
Up: Girls Using Their Voices to
Engage, Empower & Enact,” the
2020 National Coalition of Girls’
Schools Conference from June 22
to 24 in Philadelphia.

Mount Saint Mary Academy has
been designated an NCGS school
since 2017.

In early January, Ms. Brennan
learned that her proposal, “Finan-
cial Empowerment for Women,” had
been accepted as an INSPIRE! Ses-
sion for inclusion in the conference
programming.

Jen Evers, NCGS director of Stra-
tegic Initiatives and Professional De-
velopment, said, “We had an un-
precedented response to our call for
proposals and yours stood out in all
aspects of our criteria.”

Ms. Brennan’s presentations will
be given twice, back to back, and
last 50 minutes in length including
23-minute “speed innovating” mini-
sessions for participants to share
ideas and engage in small-group
discussions.

Approximately 600 registrants
from the United States, Canada and
abroad are anticipated to attend the
annual conference, including educa-
tors, advocates, researchers, authors,
practitioners and related-industry
leaders devoted to academic excel-
lence and the healthy development
of girls.

“Karen Calta and I have attended
a number of NCGS conferences,
which have inspired several strong
ideas to incorporate at Mount Saint
Mary,” said Ms. Brennan. “The con-
ferences introduced me to the im-
portance of Advanced Placement
Computer Science Principles and
they were also instrumental in the
Academy including Python in our

curriculum offerings.
“The fact that you can get other

innovative and creative ideas from
teachers in the K-12 space across the
globe is inspiring,” she added. “The
NCGS conferences have provided
memorable experiences with key-
note speakers such as females work-
ing at NASA to various technology
fields as well as people who are not
only involved in academia but those
with real-world experiences.

“I always come away with renewed
optimism and new ideas for improv-
ing my craft,” said Ms. Brennan.

“The thrust of my presentations
will focus on financial literacy and
empowering young women to be fi-
nancially independent,” she said. “I
was very happy that NCGS recog-
nized the value of this topic. I have
advocated for this issue for many
years and it seems to be picking up
traction.”

Ms. Brennan hopes that those who
attend her sessions will appreciate
that “regardless of the career path
chosen by a high school graduate, all
young women need to be financially
literate and able to take care of all
aspects of their finances.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on January 13, 2020, for the
following applications decided upon at the
meeting held on November 13, 2019, and
December 9, 2019.

Miriam & Joe Verga, 360 Orenda
Circle. Applicants sought approval to con-
struct a dormer addition contrary Section
11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a side yard setback of 10.5 feet
where the Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 12.5 feet. Application
approved with conditions.

Joseph Epstein, 1030 Irving Avenue.
Applicant sought approval to construct an
addition contrary Section 11.09E7 and
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a rear yard setback of 25.5 feet
where the Ordinance requires a minimum
rear yard setback of 35 feet; to allow a
building coverage of 23% (1,976 square
feet without trellis) and 27.2% (2,316 square
feet with the trellis) where the Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage of
20% (1,702.6 square feet). Application
approved with conditions.

Augusto Russo, 506 Summit Avenue.
Applicant sought an amendment to a pre-
vious approval granted September 11,
2017, contrary to Section 12.04F1,
12.04F2, 12.04F3, 13.01B of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a building coverage of
26.3% where the Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building coverage of 20%;  to allow a
building coverage with a deck of 27.9%
where the Ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage of with a deck of 22%; to
allow a maximum building coverage with a
porch of 28.4% where the Ordinance al-
lows a maximum building coverage with
porch of 24%; to allow a distance from the
garage to the residence of 12.67 feet where
the Ordinance requires 15 feet. Applica-
tion approved with conditions.

Aldona Haines, 870 New England
Drive. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct an addition contrary Section
12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance to allow
a front yard setback of +46 feet to the main
house new front gable design and 41.5
feet to the new 60 square foot front addi-
tion where the Ordinance requires a mini-
mum front yard setback of 51.5 feet. Appli-
cation approved with conditions.

Neil Wolitzer, 13 Breeze Knoll Drive.
Applicant sought approval to finish an ex-
isting basement contrary Section 12.04E1
and 11.04E8 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a floor area ratio of 31.6% where the
Ordinance allows a maximum floor area
ratio of 25%; to allow a building height of 3
stories where the Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building height of 2 1/2 stories. Appli-
cation approved with conditions.

James & Denise Harper, 1404 Boule-
vard. Applicants sought approval to install
a hot tub contrary Section 12.04F1 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a building
coverage of 21.1% where the Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage of
20%. Application approved with conditions.

David & Lauren Bollinger, 676
Shadowlawn Drive. Applicants sought
approval to construct an addition and new
front porch contrary Section 12.04F1,
12.04F4, 12.03D of the Land Use Ordi-
nance to allow a building coverage of 22.5%
where the Ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage of 20%; to allow a build-
ing coverage with a front porch of 25.1%
where the Ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage with a front porch of
24%; to allow a front yard setback of 32.96
feet where the Ordinance requires a front
yard setback of 38.2 feet. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

YMCA, 138 Ferris Place & 220 Clark
Street. Applicant sought approval to use
the adjacent rear yards of three, single
family homes owned by the applicant for
employee parking contrary to Section
11.12A, 11.12E11, 17.03C3, 17.05B,
17.07, 13.01A, 17.02A3,
13.02B2,11.12E14, 13.01GA, and 17.10B2
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow park-
ing for a non-residential use where the
Ordinance allows parking for a residential
use; to allow a coverage by improvements
of 57.8% for lot 17, 78.2% for lot 18, 77.4%
for lot 19, and 77.4% for lot 20 where the
Ordinance allows a maximum coverage
by improvements of 20% for lot 20 and
50% for lots 17, 18, and 19; to allow a
parking area located less than 10 feet from
abutting properties located in a residential
zone where the Ordinance requires park-
ing areas and driveways to be set back a
minimum of 10 feet from any abutting prop-
erty located in any residential zone; to
allow a driveway width of 9.1 feet where
the Ordinance requires driveways to be at
least 10 feet in width; to allow no curbing
where the Ordinance requires all parking,
loading areas, and driveways to be curbed
with granite block curbing; to allow a floor
area of 400 square feet for a shed for lot 17
where the Ordinance allows a maximum
floor area for a shed of 150 square feet; to
allow sheds which do not serve the lot
upon which they are located where the
Ordinance requires all accessory build-
ings, structures, and uses to be located on
the same lot as the principle structure; to
allow 7 spots on lot 17, 6 spots on lot 18, 5
spots on lot 19 where the Ordinance re-
quires 2 parking spots for each lot/resi-
dence with 3 bedrooms; to allow no ga-
rages for lot 17, 18, or 19, but there will be
storage sheds where the Ordinance re-
quires each residential unit to have a ga-
rage; to allow a setback of 5 feet for an
accessory building on Lot 19 where the
Ordinance requires an accessory building
in the rear yard which abuts a front or side
yard on an adjacent property to be setback
a minimum of 10 feet; to allow no lighting
on ingress and egress driveway areas
where the Ordinance requires low level
lighting on pavement for vehicle use. Ap-
plication denied.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $126.48

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC MEETING

In compliance with the provisions of the
New Jersey Municipal Land Use Law, no-
tice is hereby given that Winfield 226 North
Avenue Holdings LLC (“Applicant”), shall
apply to the Town of Westfield Planning
Board (“Board”) at a meeting of the Board
at a public hearing on Monday, February 3,
2020, at 7:30 p.m. in the Municipal Build-
ing, Council Chambers, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, to request
“c” or “bulk” variances, as well as prelimi-
nary and final major site plan approval.

Specifically, the Applicant is seeking a
(c) variance or waiver from sections
17.02.A.1. and 17.02.C.5 of the Land De-
velopment Ordinance as the Applicant is
providing six (6) on-site, off-street parking
spaces, whereas 33 parking spaces are
required. The Applicant is requesting a
variance or waiver from the parking re-
quirements in the CBD district pursuant to
17.02.G.2. The Applicant is also seeking a
variance from the off-street loading space
requirement at section 17.02.E.2 as no off-
street loading space is provided. This is an
existing condition. The Applicant also seeks
preliminary and final major site plan ap-
proval.

The property in question is located at
226 North Avenue, also known as Block
3116, Lot 13, on the Tax Map of the Town
of Westfield and is located in the CBD
Zone.

Please take further notice that this appli-
cation includes a request for any and all
necessary variances, design waivers and/
or exceptions or other relief requested or
required by the Board.

Any person or persons affected by this
application may have an opportunity to be
heard at the public hearing in this matter at
which time you may appear either in per-
son, by agent, or attorney and present
comments which you may have regarding
this application.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public between
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the
Zoning and Planning Office, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey
07090.

BY: Philip J. Morin III, Esq.
Law Offices of Philip J. Morin III LLC

20 West Holly Street
P.O. Box 31

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
908-451-4995

Attorneys for Applicant
1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $51.51

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE
MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, AT 10:00 AM PREVAILING TIME
ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2020,
FOR THE FURNISH/DELIVERY OF PUB-
LIC WORKS LANDSCAPE MATERIAL,
CONSISTING OF THE SPECIES AND
QUANTITY AS PROVIDED ON THE PRO-
POSAL PAGE.

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND MUST
BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE AND
BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK OR BID BOND
MADE PAYABLE TO THE TREASURER
OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, IN THE
AMOUNT OF TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS
($200.00) TO INSURE EXECUTION OF
THE CONTRACT. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-21)
EACH BID MUST ALSO BE ACCOMPA-
NIED BY A NON-COLLUSION AFFIDA-
VIT ON THE FORM INCLUDED IN AND
EXPLAINED IN THE CONTRACT DOCU-
MENTS.

ALL BIDDERS MUST SUBMIT WITH
THEIR BID A COPY OF THEIR NEW
JERSEY BUSINESS REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE. FAILURE TO SUBMIT
PROOF OF REGISTRATION WILL DIS-
QUALIFY THE BID.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE, WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE
THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL
BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY INFORMAL-
ITY, IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN,
IT IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KRIS J. McALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $41.82

Sarah Andersen
Graduates From JMU

WESTFIELD — Sarah Andersen
of Westfield received a Bachelor of
Arts in Musical Theatre from
Madison University, Harrisonburg,
Va., during December
Commencement ceremonies.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

2020 MEETINGS

In accordance with Chapter 231, Public
Law 1975, State of New Jersey, the public
is hereby notified of the following schedule
of regular meetings of the Planning Board
of the Township of Cranford, County of
Union, for the year 2020.  Workshop por-
tion of the meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m.
in Room 108 with the public meeting com-
mencing at 8:00 p.m. in Room 107.

January 15 *Reorganization Meeting
July 1

15

February 5 August 5
19 19

March  4 September 2
18 16

April 1 October 7
15 21

May 6 November 4
20

June 3 December 2
17 16

*Reorganization meeting will begin
at 7:30 p.m. in Room 108

Kathy Lenahan
Board Administrator

1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

Please take notice that at a public meet-
ing to be held by the Westfield Town Coun-
cil beginning at 8:00 PM on February 25,
2020, or at any time and place to which
such meeting may be adjourned, in Coun-
cil Chambers of the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, the Town will discuss
efforts it has taken to encourage the in-
volvement of non-profits in meeting its
unmet affordable housing need, with a
goal of providing 20 additional homes, half
for families, by December 31, 2025. This
discussion is required pursuant to Land
Use Ordinance Section 23.01H.3 and the
Settlement Agreement by and between
the Town and Fair Share Housing Center.

1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $18.87
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Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate

Whether Buying or Selling, I Will Help Bring Your
Real Estate Transaction to a Successful Conclusion!

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Immediate Reply Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com

www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Committed to You ... and Your Goals!

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.
 ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal

Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ  07076 

908-889-8800 • www.jccnj.org

Please join our 
Not-Your-Typical 
Special Needs 
Resource Fair
Sunday, February 2 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Questions?  Contact Courtney Teicher at cteicher@jccnj.org 
or 908-889-8800 x227.

FREE and open to the community!

Over 30 vendors!

Wide variety of specialties!

Recreation options and skills training!

Resource vendors!

V e n d o r s
Enrichment/Recreation

ARC • Camp Yachad • Creative Kids • Del Martial Arts • Game U • Silent Events • 

Therapies

Learning RX • Speech and Hearing Associates • Therapy Garage • 

Resources

Temple Emanu-El • Temple Sholom

Photo courtesy of The Canadian Guitar Quartet
STUNNING FAB FOUR ...The Canadian Guitar Quartet will take the stage in
concert at 5 p.m. on Sunday, January 26, at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Westfield. Tickets ($25 Adult/$10 Student) are available at the door and online at
www.steepleconcerts.org.

Steeple Concerts at St. Paul’s to
Host Canadian Guitar Quartet

WESTFIELD — Steeple Concerts
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Westfield will present the Canadian
Guitar Quartet in concert on Sunday,
January 26, at 5 p.m. The general
public, including guitar enthusiasts
throughout the area, are cordially
invited to hear this group of gifted,
internationally acclaimed, classical
acoustic guitar stylists.

Founded in 1999, The Canadian
Guitar Quartet (CGQ) is considered
one of the finest guitar ensembles in
the world. The quartet has toured
extensively in North and South
America. They have performed with
major orchestras across Canada, and
are featured on the CBC, Radio-
Canada and Bravo! Television. Other
memorable performance venues
include the Guitar Foundation of
America’s annual convention, Yale
University’s Guitar Extravaganza, and
the Norfolk, Virginia and Ottawa
chamber music festivals.

CGQ’s program at St. Paul’s will
feature a mix of dynamic, original music
and classical masterpieces arranged for
a chamber ensemble of four players.

Music inspired by the Argentinean tango
is given a special focus on the program,
which, if past CGQ concerts are any
indication, promises to be an
unforgettable experience.

The group has released four critically
acclaimed CDs. So positive has been
the audience response to the CGQ,
that their first concert at the 92nd
Street Y in New York City (part of the
Art of the Guitar series) moved the
New York Classical Guitar Society’s
Don Witter, Jr. to write, “CGQ made
one of the greatest New York City
debuts of any artistic ensemble in
decades…STUNNING !!!”

Music Director at St. Paul’s Mark
Hyczko said, “The concert on January
26 will be CGQ’s first performance in
New Jersey and the third program of
our 2019-20 Steeple Concert season.
Our goal, imparted Mr. Hyczko, “is to
enable local residents, including
students, the elderly and music lovers
who cannot travel long distance, to
hear internationally recognized
musicians and musical ensembles in a
comfortable, easy-access venue at
reasonable prices. Steeple Concerts at

St. Paul’s, added Mr. Hyczko, “are
pleased to offer this ongoing
opportunity to the Westfield
community and beyond.”

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is
located at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Church and area parking
are free. Tickets at the door are $25
(adult) and $10 (student). Tickets can
also be purchased online at
www.steepleconcerts.org. Following
the concert, attendees are invited to
meet the artists at a reception in the
church narthex.

The fourth and fifth Steeple Concerts
in the 2019-2020 season will feature
music for brass quartet on March 29 and
choral music by Beethoven and Dvorak
at St. Paul’s 34th annual Masterworks
Concert on Sunday, May 3.

Steeple Concerts at St. Paul’s are
sponsored by the Friends of Music, a
501(c)3 organization devoted to
presenting the arts in Westfield.

Popular Washington School Play
Fundraiser Is Set for Jan. 24-25

WESTFIELD — Washington
School proudly presents The Wizard
of West Bizarre, an original
production, written by Christopher
Gaeta. The show follows the efforts
of Dorothy Boyd and her best pal
Toto as they try to find their way back
over the rainbow to familiar
surroundings in Westfield, N.J., and
Washington School.

Tired of the same old routine at
Washington and thinking that she
would prefer a different school for
fifth grade, Dorothy and Toto are
transported away to the Merry old
land of West Bizarre and West IZ
Elementary school, the home of the
Candy Crushers. During their journey,
Dorothy and Toto experience a very
different type of school and make
several new friends including the
wonderful and always altruistic Wizard
of West Bizarre. The Wizard is

determined to help Dorothy and Toto
make their back home. But will they
find their way back over the rainbow?

Come find out…
Not only is the show written by a

parent, it’s also directed,

choreographed, produced and
performed solely by parents, with the
exception of the ever-popular
teachers’ dance number. This family-
friendly musical is the PTO’s largest
fundraiser each year, raising funds
for resources in the classrooms,
teacher grants, school enhancements
and additional programs to enrich the
educational environment for the
school’s 300-plus students.

Performances are Friday, January
24, at 8 p.m. and Saturday January
25, at 1:30 and 7 p.m. at Roosevelt
Intermediate School, 301 Clark Street
in Westfield. Tickets are $14.50 and
can be purchased from https://
wes.booktix.com/.

‘A Langston Hughes Song Revival’
Celebrates Black History Month

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is
pleased to celebrate the beginning of
Black History Month with a free per-
formance of “A Langston Hughes
Song Revival,” an exploration of
music in the life and times of the poet,
social activist, novelist, playwright,
and columnist Langston Hughes on
Monday, February 3, at 7 p.m. at
Hamilton Stage, 360 Hamilton Street
in Rahway.

“Langston Hughes is an important
voice in the cultural and social his-
tory of the Union County community,
having lived in Westfield in the
1930’s,” said Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella. “The Free-
holder Board is proud to contribute to
the celebration of Black History
Month with this free event, which
provides a unique musical perspec-
tive on the creative influences of one
of our nation’s leading literary lights.”

“A Langston Hughes Song Revival”
illustrates how music influenced and
inspired the work of Langston Hughes.

The production will be hosted by
creator of the program and WQXR
Evening Radio Host Terrence

McKnight. Mr. McKnight is an Artis-
tic Advisor for the Harlem Chamber
Players and serves on the board of the

Bagby Foundation and the
MacDowell Colony. He is frequently
sought out by major cultural organi-
zations for his insights into the culti-
vation of diverse perspectives and
voices in the arts.

Mr. McKnight regularly curates
concerts and talks at Merkin Concert
Hall, the Billie Holiday Theatre, the
Schomburg Center for Research in
Black Culture, and the Museum of
Modern Art. This is his third time
returning to Union County to provide
high quality programs for Black His-
tory Month celebrations.

This program is funded in part by a
grant from the New Jersey Historical
Commission, a Division of Cultural
Affairs in the Department of State; the
New Jersey State Council on the Arts,
a partner agency of the National En-
dowment for the Arts, and the Union
County HEART Grant program.

Admission to “A Langston Hughes
Song Revival” is free of charge, but
advance registration is required.

To register online, visit ucnj.org/
black-history-month. Contact the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs at (908) 558-2550 for
more information about the program.

Langston Hughes

Young Playwrights
Competition Entries

Due January 24
 STATE -- The Theater Project is

once again reaching out to creative
young people in its 18th annual Young
Playwrights Competition. Winners
receive cash prizes and see their work
performed by professional actors at
the awards ceremony in March of 2020.
The submission deadline is January
24, 2020. New Jersey’s high school
playwrights submit their short plays at
TheTheaterProject.org website, where
they will find all the necessary entry
guidelines and formatting rules.

 “We look forward to inspiring and
being inspired,” said Artistic Direc-
tor Mark Spina. “Every year, we are
energized by the incredible talent and
creativity in the entries, and every
year we hope to inspire more young
people to write and exercise their
verbal abilities, critical thinking skills
and creativity by providing a show-
case for their work.”

 On the day of the ceremony, the
judges, members of The Theater
Project’s Adult Playwrights Workshop,
also offer half-hour tutorials to any
interested contest entrant. Several past
winners of the Playwrights Competi-
tion have gone on to pursue degrees in
theater and playwriting, and they often
return to The Theater Project’s event
to present prizes and share their jour-
neys with the newest honorees.

 “We want to make sure that kids
know their creative efforts are valued
by showcasing them for the commu-
nity,” said program coordinator Kevin
Carver. “Arts education sometimes
gets short-changed as schools struggle
to meet so many demands. But when
kids lose out on arts experiences, they
miss opportunities to develop critical
thinking and reading skills that are
needed now more than ever.”

Follow Us on Instagram
@westfieldleader

NJYS Offers
Bring A Buddy Week
NEW PROVIDENCE — The New

Jersey Youth Symphony (NJYS) in-
vites young musicians in grades 3-11
to attend open rehearsals for Bring A
Buddy Week, held February 9-13 at
570 Central Avenue in New Provi-
dence. Participating students are in-
vited to visit any ensemble of their
choice regardless of whether they have
a friend in an ensemble. Bring A
Buddy Week is free and open to the
public. Due to space limitations, stu-
dents must register online by Satur-
day, February 1, at www.NJYS.org,
where also a schedule and ensemble
descriptions are available.

Artistic Director and Principal Con-
ductor Helen H. Cha-Pyo said, “NJYS
is a welcoming community of dedi-
cated young musicians where students
can explore their limitless possibili-
ties through high-level ensemble train-
ing. If you are looking to invigorate
your musical journey, I invite you to
come and visit us at any of our open
rehearsals. Our professional conduc-
tors, friendly managers, and over 500
young musicians will be happy to share
their love for music and answer any
questions you may have.”

Photos courtesy of Ann McGovern
HELPING AUSTRALIA…Cranford’s Crochet Connection group organized to
help injured birds in Australia by crocheting bird nests—making over 50 nests—
and mailing them to Australia last week. The nests will be used by injured birds
due to the brush fires destroying the forests. The group worked together at St.
Michael’s Church, and also had help by other members of the community.
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ROONEY SINKS 24 POINTS; HOWLAND 15 RBS, 12 POINTS; WALSH 15 POINTS; ECHAUSSE 4 ASSISTS

Blue Devil Boys Stun Vikings in Magical Comeback, 65-61
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Everything was going wrong
for the home team, while every-
thing was going right for visitors,
that was until the Westfield Blue
Devils began their magical turn-

around with one minute remain-
ing in the first half to chip away at
a 17-point deficit en route to a
65-61, overtime victory over the
Union Catholic boys basketball
team in Westfield on January 16.

That magical turnaround be-

gan just after the 8-3 Vikings
built a 35-18 lead with less than
a minute left in the second quar-
ter. Blue Devil sophomore Logan
Howland was fouled, went to the
line and sank one of his two free
throws. Seconds later Senior Grif-
fin Rooney was fouled while roll-
ing in a lay-up and he went to the
line and sank the free throw.
Then senior Andrew Echausse
spotted senior Jake Walsh open

on the right corner. As the buzzer
blared, Walsh sank a 3-pointer
to narrow the score to 35-25.

“They had us in the first half
but we regrouped at halftime.
This is a bunch of guys that we
like to play together. We play as
a team. We stuck together. We
said we were going to play as a
team or we are going to lose. We
came together and it showed in
the second half that when we
play as a team, no one can stop
us,” Rooney explained.

Rooney would finish with a
game-leading 24 points, while
adding five rebounds and three
assists. Walsh finished with 15
points, including trip 3-pointers,
and added three assists and three
rebounds. Echausse had four as-
sists, five rebounds and nailed a
3-pointer. Howland, who finished
with 12 points, ruled the boards,
especially late in the third and
fourth quarters and in the over-
time period to finish with 15 re-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader

https://www.prominentproperties.com/westfield-office/
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bounds and two blocks, while
adding an assist.

“We work in practice to get up
higher. Coaches teach us well
then when fourth quarter comes
around, we are ready,” Howland
said.

But before the Westfield magic
began, the Vikings were pulling
out some tricks of their own.
They managed to penetrate the
Blue Devils’ defense and scored
their first eight points just un-
derneath the basket. When the
Blue Devils stepped back, the
Vikings hit the 3-pointers. In the
meantime, the Blue Devils were
missing their first shots and were
getting no second chances.

Viking Isaac Holmes would
score eight of his 10 points in the
first half. Matt Tracey, who led
the team with 17 points, scored
seven in the first half, seven in
the second half and three in over-
time. AJ Sepulveda sank seven
of his nine points in the half and
Elijah Barlow netted five of his
eight points.

“From the start we couldn’t hit
shots. Our defense was porous,”

Walsh said. “We knew they were
good shooters. Coach told us at
halftime that we had to close out
on them. We followed what the
coach said and it led us to a ‘W’.

“Coach told us they were all
shooters, which they were. We
had to rebound, play together as
a team, come out with the win,”
Howland added.

The 8-2 Blue Devils narrowed
the Vikings’ lead to six points
very early in the third quarter
when Echausse set up Rooney
for two and Howland followed
with a lay-up. Midway through
the quarter Rooney assisted
Echausse on a 3-pointer and Jack
Spellman (6 points, 4 rebounds,
2 blocks) put in a lay-up to make
the score 40-37 with 4:06 on the
clock. The Vikings stretched their
lead to 47-39 but in the final
seconds, Spellman hit for two
and Rooney won a battle under-
neath, put in a lay-up, was fouled
and sank the free throw to re-
tighten the score, 47-44.

Howland’s lay-up brought the
Blue Devils to within one point
with 3:19 left in the fourth. The

Vikings worked a freeze then
Sepulveda scored underneath but
Walsh, assisted by Rooney,
banged a 3-pointer to knot the
score, 53-53, with 1:59 on the
clock. Howland cashed in on a
put back to give the Blue Devils
a one-point lead but Tracey sank
a free throw to send the game to
overtime.

Rooney, assisted by Walsh,
began the overtime with a 3-
pointer then with 1:06 left, Walsh
made the score 62-59. The pres-

sure was on. With :18.24 left,
Howland was fouled and hit both
free throws. The Vikings an-
swered with two but Howland
was fouled again and sank an-
other free throw as time ticked to
zero.

Was he nervous? “A little bit!
We do this in practice every day.
It’s like normal now,” Howland
commented.

Rooney summarized, “We were
expecting to punch them in the
face first but they punched us
first. That’s when we responded
that way in the second quarter. It
was a little later than we wanted
to but that’s when we did it and
it ended up being really big for
us. We always said that the team
that’s going to win is the team
that shows up and plays the hard-
est, especially in the first four
minutes of the third quarter. That
showed when we got the first
four points that we weren’t going
anywhere.”

“It was a good test but going
into this game, we knew that we
were the best team in our divi-
sion and we knew that this team

was also undefeated in the divi-
sion. This was a huge game be-
cause to win this game, we are in
first place in our division. I think
that’s the first time in years. We
came in hungry. We want to get
on that banner. We had to do
what we had to do to get that ‘W’.
It feels great,” Walsh expressed.

“This was a huge win for us,
especially for conference play.
They are a good team but I still
believe that when this team sticks
together, no one can stop us.
That showed especially in the
second half,” Rooney reiterated.

“Like Griff said, when we play
as a team, no one can stop us. To
beat this team is such a great
feeling,” Howland expressed.

The last time that the Blue
Devils defeated the Vikings was
also an 86-77, overtime thriller
in Westfield on January 14, 2016.
The Blue Devils were comprised
of Nick Mele, Owen Murray, Matt
LaCorte, Parker Hess, Jelani
Pierre, Jeff Gagum, Adam
McDaniel and Tim Norris.
Union Cath. 18 17 12   9   5 61
Westfield 13 12 19 12   9 65
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The Westfield Area “Y” Devil-
fish Swim Team competed in the
MR CIY FLY Holiday Invitational,
featuring 14 teams, held at the
Nassau County Aquatic Center
on Long Island on December 13-
15.

The Devilfish finished 1st in 9
individual events and 2 relay
events – Emily Constable (13/14
100 and 200 Breast); Colin
Kavanagh (13/14 50 Free); Jane
Kavanagh (9/10 100 Breast and
100IM); Clare Logan (13/14 100
and 200 Free); Abby McKinney
(15+ 100 Fly); Bridget Thomas
(15+ 500 Free); Girls 13/14 200
Medley Relay team of Lauren
Lane, Emily Constable, Tyler Par-
tridge, Clare Logan and Girls 15+
200 Free Relay team of Erin
McKinney, Viv Jeckell, Abby
McKinney, Bridget Thomas. The
9/10 Girls came in 2nd place,
while both the 13/14 Girls and
13/14 Boys came in 3rd place.
Clare Logan was the overall meet
point leader for Girls 13/14 and
Abby McKinney was the point
leader for Girls 15+.

Several Devilfish team records
were broken and new National
cuts were achieved. Emily Con-
stable reset her 13/14 100 Breast
(1:05.18) and 200 Breast
(2:23.15) team records, Colin
Kavanagh broke the Boys 13/14
200IM record (2 .62), Clare Lo-
gan tied the 2011 Girls 13/14 50
Free record (24.07) and broke
the 100 Free (51.98), 200 Free
(1:55.54), 100 Back (58:12) and
200IM (2:12.27) records, Logan
Swenson broke the Boys 11/12
50 Free (24.31) and 100 Free
(53.98) records and Bridget Tho-
mas reset her Girls 15+ 200 Free
record (1:53.39) and broke the
500 Free (4:58.89) record. Na-
tional cuts were achieved by
Henry Brown in the 50 and 100
Free, Clare Logan in the 100 Free
and 100 Back, Abby McKinney in
the 50 Free and Matt Swenson in
the 400IM.

TOP 16 DEVILFISH:
9/10 Girls: Olivia Constable

(3rd 50 Breast, 4th 100 Breast);
Emma Crall (6th 200 Free, 50
Fly; 7th 100 Fly; 8th 50 Free;

10th 100 Free, 13th 100IM; 16th
50 Back); Mira Emany (9th 100
Breast); Kaylie Gao (2nd 200
Free, 3rd 200IM, 4th 100 Fly, 7th
100 Free & 100 Breast, 9th 100
Back); Lila Griffith (5th 50 Breast,
6th 100 Breast); Jane Kavanagh
(1st 100 Breast & 100IM, 2nd
100 Free, 3rd 200 Free & 100 Fly,
4th 50 Fly, 5th 100 Back)

9/10 Boys: Alex Giangone
(2nd 100 Fly, 4th 50 Fly, 5th 200
Free, 8th 200IM, 10th 100 Breast,
11th 100IM, 15th 100 Free & 100
Back); Jonathan Peterson (8th
50 Back & 50 Breast, 10th 100
Free and 100IM, 14th 50 Free)

11/12 Girls: Brooke
McAndrew (11th 50 Back);
Jacqueline Moser (6th 100 Breast,
9th 50 Breast); Catherine Ritter
(2nd 50 Free, 4th 100 Free, 7th
50 Back, 8th 100 Back, 9th
100IM, 10th 200 Free & 200IM)

11/12 Boys: Josh Cetin (12th
50 Fly, 14th 100 Fly); Ted Crall
(7th 50 Breast, 8th 50 Fly, 14th
100IM); Dylan Lagrimas (10th
100 Breast, 11th 50 Breast, 16th
100IM), Cole Sharkey (8th

100IM, 9th 100 Fly, 11th 100
Back & 50 Fly, 13th 200 Free,
14th 50 Free & 200IM); Logan
Swenson (2nd 50 Free, 4th 50 &
100 Fly, 5th 100 Free, 6th 200
Free and 200IM, 7th 50 Back and
100IM)

13/14 Girls: Emily Constable
(1st 100 & 200 Breast, 8th 100
Free, 9th 50 Free, 15th 200IM);
Caitlin Farago (13th 100 Back);
Lauren Lane (3rd 100 Back, 4th
200 Free & 200 Back, 5th 500
Free, 6th 100 Free, 10th 50 Free,
11th 200IM); Clare Logan (1st
100 & 200 Free, 2nd 50 Free, 100
& 200 Back, 3rd 500 Free, 4th
200IM)

13/14 Boys: Will Crall (5th
400IM, 6th 200 Free, 7th 100
Free, 200 Breast & 200IM, 15th
50 Free); Will Heinze (11th 200
Back); Colin Kavanagh (1st 50
Free, 2nd 200 Free, 100 Back &
200IM, 3rd 100 Free & 100
Breast, 4th 500 Free); Patrick
Miller (4th 100 Back, 11th 200
Free, 14th 100 Fly, 16th 100
Free & 200IM); Christian Tedesco
(2nd 200 Breast, 7th 200 Free &

100 Back, 8th 100 Breast, 13th
50 Free, 15th 100 Free)

15+ Girls: Abby Bebel (15th
100 Breast); Ellie Cestero (6th
200 Breast, 7th 100 Breast); Viv
Jeckell (14th 50 Free); Marcelina
Krowinska (13th 200 Breast);
Erin McAndrew (12th 500 Free,
13th 200 Free); Julia McGann
(7th 200 Back, 8th 500 Free,
10th 100 Back, 12th 200 Free,
13th 100 Free); Abby McKinney
(1st 100 Fly, 2nd 100 Free &
200IM, 3rd 200 Free, 4th 50 Free
and 200Fly, 5th 500 Free); Erin
McKinney (6th 50 Free, 14th 100
Free, 16th 100 Breast); Anna
Schwartz (14th 100 Back, 16th
200 Back); Bridget Thomas (1st
500 Free, 2nd 200 Free, 4th 100
Free, 6th 200IM, 13th 200 Back)

15+ Boys: Henry Brown (5th
50 & 100 Free, 14th 100 Fly);
Seth Camacho (4th 200IM, 6th
200 Back, 8th 200 Fly, 12th 200
Free, 14th 400IM); Matt London
(11th 100 Free, 16th 50 Free);
Matt Swenson (9th 200 Fly, 11th
400IM); Barney Veres (4th 100
and 200 Breast)

Westfield Area ‘Y’ Devilfish Competed In Key Holiday Invitational Meet
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Cougars Beat Middletown S.;
Lose to Lacey in Mat Quad

Lady Blue Devils Win
4x800 at Group Relays
Westfield High School Blue Dev-

ils Isabel Boufarah, Caroline
Collins, Emily DiSarno and Katie
Hamilton finished first in the
4x800 relay with a time of 9:35.44
at the Group 4 Indoor Track Re-
lays held at the Bennett Center in
Toms River on January 19. In the
4x400, Caroline Bielen, Julia
Csorba, Macey Cullen and Alexis
Hammer finished 10th with a time
of 4:14.99. Grace Endy,
Samantha Salz, Julia Sugrue and
Grace Morgan finished 10th in
the distance medley relay at
13:10.89.

For the boys, Will Surks, Charlie
Stock, Will McGlynn and Kevin
Yucetepe finished fourth in the
distance medley relay at
10:55.12. Max Owens tied for
10th in the pole vault with a
height of 12-6.

UC Viking Boys Stop
Raider Cagers, 59-38
The Union Catholic High School

boys basketball team improved
to 8-2 with a 59-38 victory over
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raid-
ers on January 14. AJ Sepulveda
led the Vikings with 14 points,
while Matt Tracey poured in 12
points and added seven rebounds
and four steals. Elijah Barlow had
12 points and five steals.

Justin Guy led the Raiders with
11 points. Justin Fletcher had six
points. Hayden Widder and Ernie
Berkins each had five points, while
Matt Drubulis and Jaden Carter
each netted four points.
Sc Pl-Fanwood   4 12 13   9 38
Union Catholic 16 13 15 15 59

Blue Devil Boys Rock
Union Cagers, 54-39
Senior Jake Walsh bucketed 16

points, including three 3-point-
ers, while adding two assists,
two rebounds and a steal to lead
the 7-2 Westfield High School
boys basketball team past the 8-
3 Union Farmers, 54-39, in Union
on January 14. In their first meet-
ing, the Blue Devils barely
knocked the Farmers from the
ranks of the unbeaten but this
time they added more influence
with a 10-2 fourth-quarter run.

Colin Freer scored nine points,
including a 3-pointer, and had three
rebounds. Jack Spellman pulled
eight rebounds and had two blocks
and seven points with a 3-pointer.
Griffin Rooney had seven points,
five rebounds and two assists.
Logan Howland grabbed 10 re-
bounds and added four points, two
assists, a block and a steal. An-
drew Echausse had two points,
three assists, a block and two
rebounds. Ryan Friedberg had five
points, including a 3-pointer, and
added three rebounds.

Jakin Edmond scored 12 points
for the Farmers. Andrew Sanborn
hit trip 3-pointers
Westfield   9 16 17 12 54
Union 15 10 12   2 39

Blue Devil Keglers Roll Over
Cranford Cougars, 2,825-2,441
The Westfield High School bowl-

ing team continued rolling in the
right direction with a 7-0 shutout
of the 2-5 Cranford Cougars at
Jersey Lanes in Linden on Janu-
ary 14. The 12-2 Blue Devils
rolled respective games of 963-
1,005 and 857 for a 2,825 pin
count, while the Cougars rolled
games of 796-793-852 for a
2,441 pin count.

Dante Morales rolled the high
series of 630 for the Blue Devils
and the high game of 234 to go

with a 221 and a 175. Trey
Rabinowitz rolled a 592 series
with respective games of 216,
214 and 162. Perry Cuccaro rolled
games of 187, 189 and 195 for a
571 total and Jonathan Grossman
rolled games of 200, 201 and
157 for a 558 total. Tyler Devitt
rolled a 139 and Austin Peterson
had games of 167 and 168.

Jake Cermak had the high se-
ries of 586 and the high game of
232 to go with games of 195 and
159 for the Cougars. Allen Potts
turned in games of 202, 177 and
194 for a 573 total and Steve
Marotta had games of 134, 198
and 171 for a 503 pin count. Dan
Iosso rolled games of 151, 123
and 142 for a 416 total. Sean
Degroat had games of 136 and
113, and Garrett Lynch rolled a
114

The Cranford High School wres-
tling team extended its record to
9-3 with a 37-24 win over the
host Middletown South and a 50-
22 loss to Lacey in a quad match
on January 18. The day before,
the Cougars defeated Roselle
Park, 54-24.

Against Middletown South,
Cougar Jimmy Gluck pinned Mike
Holland in 2:48 at 132-lbs, Luke
DiGiovanni pinned Kyle Smith in
43 seconds at 138-lbs and Kevin
Shriner pinned Pedro Ricardo in
5:49 at 285-lbs. Colin Murray
won by 12-2, majority decision
over Alex Quintano at 145-lbs.
Shane Kanterman beat Austin
Carter, 7-0, at 160-lbs, Evan
Kanterman beat Jack Willi, 7-4,
at 182-lbs and Pat Kalnins topped
Kaden King, 3-0, at 120-lbs. Jus-
tin Alpaugh-McLean won by for-

feit at 195-lbs.
For Middletown South, Jack

Zaleski pinned Will Fernandez in
1:36 at 106-lbs.  Travis Tuminelli
pinned Quentin Connolly in 1:44
at 113-lbs. At 126-lbs, Dave
Hussey beat Pat Ganley, 10-4.
Owen Fitzgerald beat Christian
Esposito, 6-2, at 152-lbs. Sean
Fitzpatrick edged Chris Hecht,
6-4, at 170-lbs and Jason Reeves
nipped Sam Derasmo, 4-2, sud-
den victory at 220-lbs.

Against Lacey, Connolly pinned
Jordan Lavelle in 1:33 at 113-lbs.
DiGiovanni pinned Tyler Santana
in 1:23 at 138-lbs. At 145-lbs,
Conor Hoefling pinned Matt
Cortese in 3:30. Murray won by
10-0, majority decision over Mike
Santiago at 152-lbs. Ganley
dropped a tough, 7-6, decision to
Vinny Ferravilo at 120-lbs.

High School Sport Shorts:

Blue Devil Keglers Top
Raiders, 2,904-2,648
The 13-2 Westfield High School

bowling team outlasted the 12-3
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders,
7-0, and won total pins 2,904-
2,648, at Jersey Lanes in Linden
on January 15.

Blue Devil Dante Morales re-
corded the highest series of 660
and rolled all three games over
200 with respective games of
235, 204, 221. Trey Rabinowitz
had games of 196, 207, 213 for a
616 total. Jon Grossman had a
573 series with games of 222,
183 and 168. Austin Peterson
had games of 149, 197 and 183
for a 529 total and Perry Cuccato
rolled games of 204, 182, 140 for
a 526 total.

Raider James Middleton had
the highest game of the match of
256 to go with a 215 and 161 for
a 632 series. Aiden Birnbaum
rolled games of 157, 184 and
172 for a 513 total. Josh Fox
totaled 505 with games of 171,
158, 176. Dylan Fei rolled games
of 183, 180 and 142 for a 505
total and Brandon Buissereth had
a total of 493 with games of 197,
141, 155.

Raider Matmen Beat Union;
Fall to Franklin, BrH2O

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team had
three tight outcomes in a quad
match on January 18. The Raid-
ers lost to Franklin, 40-30,
dropped a 37-36 decision to the
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers
and defeated Union, 39-33. Bran-
don Bowles, Rob Lerner and Noah
Samms won all three of their
bouts.

Against Franklin, Bowles pinned
Henry Condado in 5:35 at 132-
lbs. Samms beat Francesco
Vasquez, 10-7, at 145-lbs. At 160-
lbs, Camden Ricci beat Jose Flores,
12-6. Jauden Nyamiaka pinned
Mike Santiago in 3:19 at 170-lbs
and Giacomo Pares pinned Isaiah
Ayala in 5:53 at 182-lbs. Rob
Lerner pinned Kendall Carruthers
in 1:34 at 220-lbs.

Against the Panthers, Bowles
pinned Tanay Mahrish in 31 sec-

onds at 126-lbs. Samms pinned
McKeegan Brown in 50 seconds
at 145-lbs. Anthony Robinson
pinned Tyler Hisko in 3:12 at
152-lbs. Larry Shoyoye received
a forfeit at 195-lbs. Lerner pinned
Nick Cordero in 2:50 at 220-lbs
and CJ Estevez pinned Josh
Guasco in 1:45 at 285-lbs.

Bowles pinned Jerry Idophene
in 28 seconds at 126-lbs against
Union. Samms pinned Xavier Del
Toro in 42 seconds at 152-lbs.
Joey Larmore defeated Tyler
Garay, 11-4, at 113-lbs. Anthony
Robinson pinned Ramsey Lafond
in 4:35 at 160-lbs. Ron Mehorter
pinned Sebastian Huari in 21
seconds at 182-lbs. Lerner pinned
Dylan Chudzak in 10 seconds at
220-lbs and Shoyoye received a
forfeit at 195-lbs.

SHORTS CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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The Governor Livingston High-
lander boys basketball team held
off the visiting Cranfo Cougars,
41-36, on January 14. Two days
later in Cranford the 5-6 Cougars
rebounded to crush the New
Providence Pioneers, 82-45.

Against the Highlanders, Zion
Hammond held the hot hand for
the Cougars with 20 points, in-
cluding five 3-pointers, while add-
ing three rebounds and two steals.
Arjun Petgrave sank six points
and added six rebounds and a
block. Dennis DeMarino had four
points and Liam Kwiatkowski sank
a 3-pointer. Joe Carrea had two
points, two assists, three rebounds
and a steal. Lukas Ruby contrib-
uted a point, two rebounds, an
assist and a steal.

Sean McCulloch led the 4-4
Highlanders with 12 points and
two steals. Connor Bigelow sank
nine points and grabbed seven
rebounds. Vinny Mellusi had
seven points and four rebounds.
Brian McGrath had five points
and six rebounds.

Carrea was on fire against the
Pioneers with 17 points, including
a pair of 3-pointers, to go with
three steals, two assists and four
rebounds. DeMarino scored 13
points and had four rebounds and
two steals. Petgrave netted 10
points, five rebounds and two
steals. Ruby had nine points, 10
rebounds, four assists and a steal.
Haughey had six points, five re-
bounds and a steal. Leo Wisnefski
banged a pair of 3-pointers and
added two rebounds and a steal.
Kwiatkowski sank a 3-pointer. Nick
Bisaccia had 15 points and Carsten
Schumm had 10 points and eight
rebounds for the Pioneers.
Cranford 13   9   7   7 36
Gov. Livingston 17   9   7   8 41

Cougar Cagers Fall to GL,
Crush Pioneer Boys, 82-45

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team improved its dual
match record to 8-0 with victo-
ries over the Delaware Valley
Terriers and Kittatinny in a quad
match at Delaware Valley High
School on January 18. The Blue
Devils wrecked the Terriers, 44-
14, and edged Kittatinny, 35-33.

Against the Terriers, freshman
Ethan Composto won by 14-6
major decision over Derek
Schepers at 106-lbs. Sophomore
Luke Jacobs pinned Sam
Kirkpatrick in 44 seconds at 113-
lbs and senior Quinn Gimblette
pinned Cooper Gill in 1:10 at
120-lbs. Senior Luke Hoerle

pinned Gage Crater in 29 sec-
onds at 126-lbs. Senior Andrew
Silber beat Chase Christie, 7-5,
at 132-lbs. Freshman Mike
Murphy won by 8-0, major deci-
sion over Corey Crater at 138-
lbs. Junior Anthony Ciotta pinned
Ben Brown in 3:26 at 145-lbs,
Senior Luke Scanlan pinned
Garrett Tettemer in 4:49 at 160-
lbs and junior Jon Heard topped
Zach Zuchowski, 2-0, at 220-lbs.

Terrier Shane Reynolds edged
Dan Moriaru, 3-0, at 152-lbs.
Nick Ferri nipped James Greco,
7-5, at 170-lbs. Matt Zdepski
beat James McDermott, 8-3, at
182-lbs. Matt Schneider beat Jack
Price, 6-3, at 195-lbs and Nick
Moose nipped Abdul Kharboutli,
1-0, at 285-lbs.

Against Kittatinny, Composto
decisioned Anthony Ferreri, 8-6,
at 113-lbs. Jacobs beat Chris
Casale, 13-9, at 120-lbs. Gimblette
won by 12-4 major decision over
Andrew Knutelsky at 126-lbs and
Hoerle won by 18-2, 2:23 techni-
cal fall over Connor Hanna at 132-
lbs. At 138-lbs, Silber pinned Scott
Wallgren in 2:32 and at 145-lbs,
Murphy pinned Avery Yeager in
4:15. At 160-lbs, Scanlan won by
20-5, technical fall over Gian
Knippenberg in 5:45. McDermott
nicked Evan Raposo, 8-6, at 170-
lbs.

For Kittatinny, Shane Nelson
pinned Luke Bowen Cupri in 1:00
at 106-lbs. Steve Dalling pinned
Ciotta in 4:25 at 152-lbs. Brycen
Mafaro pinned Greco in 49 sec-
onds at 182-lbs. At 195-lbs, Rob
Bruce pinned Price in 39 sec-
onds. At 220-lbs, Jack Crawn
pinned Heard in 55 seconds and
at 285-lbs, Ty Eldred edged
Kharboutli, 2-0.

The Westfield High School girls
swim team improved to 9-0 with
a 95-75 victory over 5-1 Trinity
Hall on January 16 and a 95-75
win over the Cranford Cougars
on January 17. Depth proved to
be the determining factor in the
Blue Devils’ win over Trinity Hall.

Individually against Trinity Hall,
Blue Devil Abby McKinney placed
first in the 100-butterfly at 58.24
and first in the 200-freestyle in
1:55.35. Erin McKinney took first
in the 50-free at 25.59 and Ciara
Lu won the 100-breaststroke in
1:11.66. Erin McKinney, Lauren
Lane, Erin McAndrew and Abby
McKinney won the 200-free relay
in1:41.74.

For Trinity Hall, Madeline
Condon, Gianna Cofone, McLane
Gmelich and Molly McKenna took
first in the 200-medley relay at
1:55.01. Jess Zebrowski,
Gmelich, Condon and Cathy
Wright won the 400-free relay in

3:50. Wright won the 100-free in
54.16 and the 100-back in
1:00.31. Condon won the 200IM
in 2:16.09 and Gmelich won the
500-free in 5:24.16.

Against the Cougars, both
McKinney’s, Marcelina Krowinska
and Sara Kennedy took first in
the 200-medley relay at 1:58.53.
Abby Bebel took first in the 200-
free at 2:10.16. Abby McKinney
won the 100-free in 52.94. Erin
McKinney won the 100-breast in
1:14.7. Bebel, Emma Heintze,
Clara Yu and McAndrew won the
400-free relay in 4:04.69.

For Cranford, Maggie O’Donnell
won the 200IM in 2:16.81 and
the 100-fly in 59.91. Marina
Nunziato took first in the 50-free
at 25.95, Savannah Riera won
the 500-free in 6:01.5 and Caitlin
Farago won the 100-back in
1:08.53. O’Donnell, Grace Wil-
son, Riera and Nunziato took first
in the 200-free relay at 1:46.18.

Blue Devils Beat Trinity Hall,
Cranford Cougar Swim Girls

Blue Devil Cagers Nip
Northfield Mt. Herman

The Westfield High School girls
basketball team evened its record
to 5-5 with a 60-53 win over
Northfield Mount Herman (Mass.)
on January 19. Caroline Dwyer
bucketed 16 points, including trip
3-pointers, and added four as-
sists, three rebounds and a steal.
Paige Gorczyca netted 14 points,
including a 3-pointer, and had
two steals. Ali Lisanti scored nine
points, including a pair of threes,
and added two assists and a steal.
Chloe Kreusser had eight points,
including a 3-pointer, grabbed
10 rebounds, had five steals and
added two assists and a block.
Annie Ryan had six points, four
rebounds and two steals. Char-
lotte Dursee had four points, five
steals, two assists, three re-
bounds and a block.

Lady Raiders Defeat
Union in Hoops, 35-12
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls basketball team shut-
out the visiting Union Farmers in
the first half and allowed only one
point in the third quarter en route
to a 35-12 victory on January 14.
Ashley DeFrancesco created seven
steals for the Raiders, who to-
taled 22 steals. She also scored
eight points, had two assists and
grabbed four rebounds.

Emily Friscia led the Raiders in
scoring with nine points and
added four steals. Maddie Starosa
had seven points and two re-
bounds. Alicia Murphy had five
points, three steals and two re-
bounds. Ryann Wall had four
points, five assists, four steals
and three rebounds.

Royals Sting Westfield
In Hoops OT, 54-48

Tied 44-44 in regulation, the
Oak Knoll Royals added 10 points
in overtime to edge the Westfield
Blue Devil girls basketball team
54-48. Paige Morton led the 7-3
Royals with 19 points, while Greta
Criqui scored 12 points. Katelyn
Glory, Bridget Sheehan and Liz
Archer each scored six points.

Ali Lisanti sank 13 points, in-
cluding trip 3-pointers, and added
three steals, three assists and
three rebounds for the 4-5 Blue
Devils. Annie Ryan netted 13
points, including two 3-pointers,
and added a steal and a rebound.
Paige Gorczyca pulled 13 re-
bounds and had an assist. Chloe
Kreusser scored 12 points, with
two 3-pointers, and grabbed 10
rebounds. Sutton Factor had eight
points, including a 3-pointer, and
added five rebounds and an as-
sist. Emma Pietrewicz had two
points and Caroline Dwyer had
three assists and two rebounds.
Westfield   8   8 12 16   4 48
Oak Knoll 10 11 13 10 10 54

Blue Devils Defeat Kittatinny,
Del. Valley in Quad Match

SPF/Rahway Wrestling
PHOTOS ON NEXT PAGE
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Rahway Defeats Raiders, 39-27
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