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Westfield History Spot:
January 24, 1782

Did you know there was once a
public hanging in Westfield? James
Morgan was hung from gallows at the
top of Gallows Hill Road (that is how
it got its name!) on January 24, 1782.
Morgan was an American sentry who
was convicted of killing the popular
patriot James Caldwell, pictured
above. It was believed the British
bribed him with gold. After a short

trial at the Westfield Presbyterian
Church, Morgan met his end, and
after the hanging was buried in a
nearby unmarked grave.

As part of the celebration of the
300th Anniversary of Westfield, which
begins this month, there will be a
reenactment of this dramatic moment
in Westfield history. Keep an eye out
for a future announcement.

– Obituaries –
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Westfield Library Classes
To Teach Computer Skills

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library is offering
opportunities during January and
February for area residents to learn
new computer skills.

A librarian will teach
“Downloading to your iPhone or
iPad” on Tuesday, February 11, from
2:30 to 3:30 p.m. This class will
cover downloading of e-books, e-
audiobooks and magazines from the
library’s digital collection.

The digital collection includes RB
Digital (e-books, e-audiobooks and
magazines), Freading (e-books),
EBSCO (e-books), ELibraryNJ
(Overdrive — ebooks, audiobooks)
and Hoopla (ebooks, e-audiobooks,
music and movies).

Participants must bring their
digital device, library card number
and device passwords to the class.

Consultant Karen Camden will
lead three classes in January and
February for job hunters and those
seeking to improve their computer
skills. On Thursday, January 30,
from 10 a.m. to noon, she will
present Part I of “How to Create a
Résumé in Microsoft Word” and on
Thursday, February 13, from 10 a.m.
to noon, she will present Part II.

“In our current economic climate,
each job posting can receive 500 to
1,000 responses or more,” said Ms.
Camden. “In this hands-on
workshop, you will learn how Word
can help you create a résumé that
stands out from the crowd.”

As a bonus, each student who
completes both parts of the class
will receive “Top Ten Tips for a
Successful Job Search.”

Prerequisites for the class are
keyboarding skills and a minimum of
Basic Word Level 1. Attendees should
bring a thumb drive to save their work
and for homework assignments.

On Tuesday, February 18, from 10
a.m. to noon, Ms. Camden will teach
Microsoft Power Point 2010 Basic
Overview. PowerPoint can be used
to create professional presentations.
These presentations work like slide
shows in that each slide acts as a
blank canvas for the pictures and
words that tell the user’s story.

In this hands-on class, attendees
will become familiar with the
features that will allow them to
build expert  presentat ions.
Prerequisites include keyboarding
skills and an ability to comfortably
navigate Windows. Attendees are
welcome to bring a thumb drive to
save their presentations.

These classes are free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus
libraries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement
Libraries. Interested persons are
encouraged to check the Westfield
Memorial Library website, wmlnj.org,
to see if their library is a MURAL
participant. To register for any of the
upcoming programs, visit wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or stop by the
library at 550 East Broad Street for
a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Howard E. Kronick, Founder
Of Click Messenger Service

Howard E. Kronick, born June
19, 1933, passed away after a long
illness, early morning on Wednes-
day, January 15.

Howard grew up in Passaic, N.J.,
and raised his family in Westfield,
N.J.

Howard graduated with a Bach-
elor of Science degree from Rutgers
University of Pharmacy. He served
as a pharmacist in the U.S. Army as
well as a retail pharmacist in the
beginning of his career. He founded
and ran Click Messenger Service for
the next 35 years.

Howard was a strong supporter
of Jewish Family Service, the JCC,
and Temple Beth O’r, as well as
many veterans’ organizations.

Howard, an avid tennis player,
loved to travel and spend time with
family and friends.

Howard is survived by his wife

of 64 years,  Judith Shapiro
Kronick; sons, David Kronick
(Emily Tetzlaff) and Drew Kronick
(Kathleen); daughters, Suzanne
Tunnell (Ken) and Joan Johnson
(Keith), and eleven grandchildren,
Chelsea and Noah Kronick, Hannah
(Mark Spencer), Shane, Austin,
Tate and Dylan Kronick, Ian, Sa-
rah and Cameron Tunnell, and Jor-
dan Johnson, as well as his sister,
Lila Grob, and many nieces and
nephews.

Funeral services were held at
Temple Beth O’r Beth Torah, 111
Valley Road, Clark, N.J. Burial fol-
lowed at King Solomon Cemetery in
Clifton, N.J.

Donations may be made in
Howard’s memory to Jewish Fam-
ily Service of Central New Jersey
or to Temple Beth O’r Beth Torah.
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Hist. Soc. Launches
Membership Drive

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society Membership
Committee has announced that the
Society’s 2020 membership
campaign is underway.

The Cranford Historical Society
is  a non-profi t  educational
organization which since 1927 has
maintained as its mission to preserve
and perpetuate the history of
Cranford for the present and future
generations.

Membership supports
continuation of the Historical
Society’s archives,  costume
department, maintenance of the
Hanson House and Crane-Phillips
House Museum, third-grade school
tours, the History Award program
which annually recognizes a
Cranford High School senior, and
community outreach programs and
events for visitors of all ages.

Additionally, members receive
five issues a year of the Historical
Society’s newsletter, the “Mill
Wheel.”

A 2020 Membership Form can
be found on the Society’s website
at cranfordhistoricalsociety.org.
For more information about joining
the Cranford Historical Society,
call the Society’s office at (908)
276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

Ms. Erickson to Sing
American Songbook
FANWOOD — The Fanwood

Memorial Library will present
“Carol Erickson Sings the Great
American Songbook” this Sunday,
January 26, beginning at 2 p.m.
Admission is free. The library is
located at 5 Forest Road.

Ms. Erickson breathes life into
classics by Cole Porter, Irving Berlin,
George and Ira Gershwin and many
others. She is accompanied on the
piano by Bob McHugh, a versatile
musician who has performed at
Count Basie Theatre, Lincoln Center,
New York Public Library and the
Newark Museum.

This program is made possible by
the support of the Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library. For more
information about this and other free
library programs, visit the library’s
website, fanwoodlibrary.org.

Trailside to Hold Program
Featuring ‘Rosa Parks’

MOUNTAINSIDE — Union
County residents and visitors have
the opportunity to “meet” Rosa
Parks in a first-person interpreter
presentation by Alexandra Ford of
the American Historical Theatre.
The event is free and is
made possible by fund-
ing from the New Jer-
sey Council for the Hu-
manities.

The program will take
place on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 13, from 7 to 8
p.m., at Union County’s
Trailside Nature and
Science Center, located
at 452 New Providence
Road, Mountainside.
Ample free parking is
available at the site.
Trailside is featuring this event in
celebration of Black History Month.

Rosa Parks became an icon of
the civil rights movement 65 years
ago, in 1955, after she was arrested
for refusing to give up her seat on
a segregated public bus in Mont-
gomery, Ala.

Mrs. Parks was an active member
of her local NAACP chapter, and
her arrest helped spark a 381-day
boycott of the Montgomery bus sys-
tem. The boycott marked the first
large-scale demonstration against
segregation in the United States.

“The story of Rosa Parks is a
reminder that individual actions
can lead to extraordinary change,”

said Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella. “The Free-
holder Board is very proud to help
keep her legacy alive through this
special presentation.”

Ms. Ford is an actor-historian with
the American Historical
Theatre Company. She
has an AAS degree in Lit-
erature, Arts, and Philoso-
phy from Camden County
College, and earned her
Bachelor of Fine Arts de-
gree in Theatre Studies
from Montclair State Uni-
versity.

To research the role,
Ms. Ford traveled to
Montgomery and read ex-
tensively on the life of
Rosa Parks and the civil

rights movement.
Attendees must be adults age 18

or older or high-school students.
Space is limited and pre-registration
is recommended through the
Trailside Talks link on the Union
County activities online registration
website, https://secure.rec1.com/NJ/
union-county-nj/catalog (scroll
down for the Trailside Talks link).

The Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center is a facility of the
Union County Department of Parks
and Recreation. For more informa-
tion on all activities for all ages,
including February Festivities at
Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or
visit ucnj.org/parks-recreation.

SAR Guest to Highlight
Historic Fishkill Depot

WESTFIELD — The West Fields
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution invites the community
to a historical presentation by Lance
Ashworth, president of the Friends
of the Fishkill Supply Depot
(FOFSD). It will take place at 7:30
p.m. on Friday, January 31, at the
Westfield Municipal Building,
located at 425 East Broad Street.

In his presentation, entitled “The
Fishkill Supply Depot: Saving the
Last Great Revolutionary War Site,”
Mr. Ashworth will speak about the
historic significance of the Fishkill
depot and encampment for the
Continental Army and General
George Washington; the multiple
critical purposes it served in the
Revolutionary War, and extensive
current efforts to preserve the site —
where graves of dozens of Continental
soldiers have been identified — in the
face of encroaching development.

Located near the Hudson River,
60 miles north of New York City,
Fishkill beginning in late 1776 was
a place “where material and supplies
to keep the Continental troops
fighting were built, collected and
distributed, where British soldiers

were imprisoned and Americans
received hospital care, where
Revolutionary War soldiers served
and over 300 were buried in
unmarked graves,” according to the
Friends of the Fishkill Supply
Depot. Information is available at
fishkillsupplydepot.org.

Mr. Ashworth, who lives in Fishkill,
N.Y., is a graduate of the United States
Military Academy at West Point and
served in the active U.S. Army, where
he achieved the rank of captain. Under
his direction, the FOFSD has reached
significant milestones: achieving
federal 501[c](3) not-for-profit status;
creating and overseeing, in
partnership with the Fishkill Historical
Society, an annual Revolutionary War
Weekend encampment; and
expanding strategic relationships at
the local, state and federal levels. As
primary grants-writer, he obtained a
$24,600 grant from the National Park
Service American Battlefield
Protection Program to create a first-
ever comprehensive technical report
of the more than three dozen known
archeological digs to have occurred
at the Supply Depot site since the
beginning of the last century.

This program is open to the public
and light refreshments will be served.
For further information, contact
Warren Fristensky, West Fields SAR
Chapter president, at (908) 654-1731.

Bruce A. Merkler
Bruce Alfred Merkler, 63, passed

away on Sunday, January 12, 2020,
in Easton, Pa., where he resided
for the past four years.

Born in Plainfield,
N.J., Bruce was raised
in Westfield by his
mother, Marie “Dosie”
Sisto Merkler, and his
father, Larry Merkler,
among many aunts,
uncles and cousins.

Bruce graduated from
Westfield High School
in 1974 and continued
higher education classes
in construction while
living in Phoenix, Ariz.

Bruce worked in
construction his entire
career, most notably as
a superintendent for commercial
construction sites in New Jersey,
New York, Arizona and California.

Bruce always brought a smile and
a laugh to anyone, as he was always
ready to crack a joke. He made
friends with everybody he met, and
those who were lucky to be close
with him, knew how much he valued
the relationships he built.

His generosity will never be

forgotten, as you could always look
to him for a favor, no matter how
big or small.

A lifelong Oakland Raiders fan,
Bruce’s tattoo of the
Raider emblem showed
his pride for his favorite
team.

He is survived by a
daughter, Grace Merkler
of Philadelphia, Pa.; a
sister, Donna Wanat of
Westfield, N.J.; a niece,
Melissa Wanat
Armstrong, and two
nephews, Daniel Wanat
and Jack Rutter, along
with his ex-wife and best
friend, Allison Rutter.

A celebration of life
will be held at the Pines

Manor in Edison, N.J., on Sunday,
January 26, from noon to 4 p.m. The
memorial service will begin at 2:30
p.m.; please join us for a meal
before.

In lieu of flowers, the family
requests donations to the Animal
Welfare Institute or to Shatterproof
(https://www.shatterproof.org/
memorial/bruce-merkler).
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Mary Ann de Jong,
Served As U.S. Army Nurse

Mary Ann de Jong died at the age
of 97, January 14, 2020, at her home
in Sea Girt, N.J., in the company of
her five children. She was born in
Massachusetts on March 5, 1922 to
Russian immigrants (Julias Pronko/
Domenka Rusewicz)
and orphaned when she
and her sister, Ann
McCarthy, were 1 and
2½ years old, respec-
tively.

Caretakers raised
them in the Catholic
faith, instilling a sustain-
ing force in their lives.
At the age of 16 Mary
Ann graduated from
high school and was
taken under guardian-
ship by Daniel H. Shay
(Captain, World War I)
of North Reading,
Mass., where the town’s high school
still bears his name. Our family is
grateful to the Shays for many a joy-
ful summer in North Reading. Mary
Ann graduated from nursing school
just in time to volunteer for service to
our country during World War II. She
served her maximum allowable time
for nurses working in a combat zone
(Philippines and New Guinea) and
was discharged as a First Lieutenant.

She met her husband of 33 years
during a series of flights between New
York City and Boston when she was
working as a stewardess (the first flight
attendants had to be nurses). Abraham
(Bram) de Jong was taking courses at
Harvard at the time and was an inter-

national commodities dealer. They
married soon thereafter and raised three
boys and two girls on a global basis.
Ann was born in New York City, Bram
in Woburn, Mass., Frans and Felice in
Singapore, and Peter in Summit, N.J.

Mary Ann was a
mother and part-time
nurse for 24 years in
Westfield, N.J. After
moving to Sea Girt,
N.J., in 1983, she gar-
dened passionately,
read voraciously, and
raised her fast friend,
Pinocchio, a raucous
yellow-naped parrot.

She was a grandmother
to eight, Liesje, Alison,
Jackson, Andrew, Tyler,
Daniell, Jessica and
Kate. We will all miss
her keen observations,

quick wit, poetry recitations and
choice vocabulary, especially during
family games of Scrabble, which she
seldom lost. Two of her very many
favorite and well-timed quips are:
“He who is not present has no future”
and “Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof.”

Mary Ann was predeceased by her
husband, Bram, in 1980, and her sis-
ter, Ann, in 2019. A memorial mass
will be said at St. Rose Roman Catho-
lic Church in Belmar, N.J., on Satur-
day, February 8, at 10:30 a.m. In lieu
of flowers, the family welcomes do-
nations made to Meridian Hospice in
Neptune, N.J.
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Donald Goscicki, 73, USAF Captain,
Financial Advisor and Teacher

Donald Goscicki, 73, passed away
on Wednesday, January 15, 2020, at
Overlook Medical Center in Summit,
surrounded by his loving family. Born
in San Francisco, Calif., to Leo and
Sophie Goscicki, he grew up in the
Bronx, N.Y.

Donald served in the U.S. Air Force
as a Captain during the Vietnam Era
before being honorably discharged in
1973 from active duty.

He worked as a Financial Advisor,
in sales for StorageTek, but most re-
cently as a teacher for Good Shep-
herd Academy in Irvington, N.J.,
where he taught math, religion and
computer classes.

He is survived by his beloved wife,
Camile Barone Goscicki; his children,

Kim Gutierrez, Daniel Goscicki, Laura
Goscicki and Paul Goscicki; his sib-
lings, Richard Goscicki, Ellen Spring
and Ed Goscicki; his grandchildren,
Ivan Villareal, Rolando Gutierrez III
and Alejandra Gutierrez; and numer-
ous cousins, nieces and nephews.

Visitation was held at Memorial
Funeral Home in Fanwood. A Funeral
Mass was celebrated at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains. In-
terment took place at Brigadier Gen-
eral William C. Doyle Veterans Cem-
etery. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the National Pancre-
atic Cancer Foundation (www.npcf.us)
or St. Jude (www.stjude.org).
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Painting Nights To
Benefit Historic Home
KENILWORTH – The Kenilworth

Historical Society is presenting a con-
tinuing series of “Painting Nights”
with resident artist Patricia Hubinger
to benefit the historic Oswald J.
Nitschke House “living history” mu-
seum and cultural arts center.

The two-hour painting sessions are
held in the Nitschke House, located at
49 South 21st Street, Kenilworth. All
ages, backgrounds and abilities are
welcome to create unique paintings
under the guidance of a master artist
instructor.

The next “Painting Night with Pat”
will take place on Tuesday, February
11, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. In addi-
tion, a special “Painting Date for Kids”
will be offered on Saturday, February
1, from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Acrylic paint, brushes, canvases,
easels, smocks and other art supplies
will be provided as part of the $25
admission price. Participants are
asked to arrive 15 minutes ahead of
time and are invited to bring food and
beverages. Advance registration is
required, as seating is limited. To
make reservations, call (908) 709-
0434. Gift certificates are available.


