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Holy Trinity School to Hold Open House
WESTFIELD — Holy Trinity

School will hold an open house on
Sunday, January 26th.

The event will run from 1:30pm to
4:00pm. All are welcome to visit the
school, which offers Pre-K 2 through
8th grade.

Do you want your child to learn in
an accepting and caring environment,
with a focus not only on top-notch
academics but also developing well-
rounded, community-minded
individuals? Holy Trinity School
provides a nurturing, creative
environment that instills in children
the skills necessary for academic
excellence. A 2011 Blue Ribbon
School and Middle States accredited,
Holy Trinity School continues to
provide pathways to high school,
college and career success.

What sets us apart? Small class
sizes and differentiated learning in
math, English and literature give all
students the personalized attention
they need to thrive. And with religious
instruction as part of the program,
respect and caring for others are
taught every day, throughout the
curriculum. Weekly club periods
during the school day for grades 5
through 8 to help students hone a
skill or learn a new one. Academic
after school programs include a chess
club, drama club, and an award
winning FLL Robotics team. Sports
offerings include basketball, track
and cross country, as well as
volleyball and golf.

Holy Trinity prepares students for
the future. Students take part in STEM
and project-based learning at every
grade level. They also have access to
a state-of-the-art computer lab, as
well as Google Classroom,
SmartBoards, IPads, and
Chromebooks.  Students also have
access to various hardware tools, such
as digital cameras, drones, coding
robots, Echo Dot games, and software
programs that teach coding with
sustainability lessons embedded.

OPEN HOUSE...Holy Trinity School will hold an open house on Sunday, January 26th
from 1:30pm-4:00pm.

Holy Trinity School is currently
accepting students at all grade levels
for the 2020-2021 school year,
including middle school. Join us in
taking a tour, seeing the campus and
meeting our teachers. Come see what
a modern Catholic education looks
like.

Since 1916, Holy Trinity School
has provided a quality Catholic
education to Westfield and the
surrounding communities. A 2011
National Blue Ribbon and a Middle
States accredited school, its mission
is to educate students to actualize
their full, individual potential, both
spiritually and academically. Holy
Trinity School, preparing our future
now. www.holytrinityschool.org..
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Westfield Green Team Looks Back
At A Year Of Accomplishments

The Westfield Green Team cel-
ebrated a banner year of action at its
final 2019 meeting in December. With
a sense of urgency and a strong com-
mitment to using our resources
sustainably, the 2019 Green Team was
busy on many fronts. The long-used
refrain of sustainable solid waste man-
agement – “reduce, reuse and recycle”
– works just as well for all of our
initiatives.

REDUCE: The first “R,” REDUCE,
is the toughest, but most important,
guidepost. This year the Green Team
launched the first ever Westfield Home
Energy Saving Program, offering in-
home energy use audits. The audits
allow residents to see what energy
savings are possible in their homes,
and understand the upfront costs asso-
ciated with various energy-reduction
projects.

Thanks to a technical assistance
grant from Rutgers, we are develop-
ing three demonstration rain gardens
that will reduce the flow of pollutants
to our ground water. The Green Team
is also working to develop a town-
wide impervious cover assessment and
stormwater management plan — the
goal is to reduce localized flooding
after intense storms, which are be-
coming more frequent.

Reducing our reliance on cars is a
huge, but important, challenge. Nearly
half of green house gases generated in
our area of NJ come from transporta-
tion. Westfield is fortunate to have a
train line and a centralized, vibrant
downtown. But we still have local
transportation challenges — it’s diffi-
cult for commuters and shoppers to
get to and from the downtown, and
children to get to and from school.

Members of the Green Team worked
actively this year with the steering
committee of the Master Plan Reex-
amination Report providing inputs to
mainstream sustainability into all ele-
ments of the Plan – land use, circula-
tion, housing, community facilities,
economic development, etc. In par-
ticular, the team participated actively
in the town’s bike and walking plan to
help craft a safe and robust – even
beautiful – set of routes throughout
the town for walking and biking.

REUSE: Driving re-use was front
and center at the first ever Green Team-
sponsored Free Market Swap in May.
Local residents donated over two tons
of gently used household items. About
half of those items found second
homes, and the remainder were do-
nated to Green Drop.

Many residents are concerned about
the use of single-use plastics, which
are accumulating in our landfills and
waterways. Over the course of 2019,
the Green Team provided 900 sturdy
shopping bags and 600 metal straws
to town residents, encouraging reuse.

RECYCLE: This year marked the
launch of our food waste collection
effort, in partnership with Waste Man-
agement, our local waste collector.
Food waste is now collected at the
conservation center, sent to a process-
ing facility in Elizabeth where it is
turned into a slurry, and then brought
to Rahway Valley Sewer Authority
where it is combined with sludge in an

anaerobic disgester to produce a gas
that is then burned to produce energy
used by the pumps and other equip-
ment at RVSA. This pilot program has
been a tremendous success — we’ve
tripled the number of collection bins
in just a few months.

Recycling is the centerpiece of a
newly bustling conservation center on
Lambert’s Mill Road. With Green
Team support and a strong partner-
ship with the Department of Public
Works, the center now also accepts
Styrofoam, batteries, neon lights, and
plastic bags and has collected over
XYZ for recycling.

OUTREACH and RESOURCES:
The Green Team declared the month
May “Earth Month,” and celebrated
with the Free Market Swap, lectures,
movies, and the first of two park clean-
ups. Park cleanups targeted [which
parks], with more than 60 volunteers
at each.

Members of the Green Team have
also worked with several elementary
schools, holding assemblies on the “3
Rs” and working to inspire the next
generation. In addition to working with
students, the Green Team arranged for
a free training on Green Infrastructure
for town officials and residents with
the help of the Rutgers Water Re-
sources Extension program.

And finally, in partnership with the
Downtown Westfield Corporation, the
Green Team launched the Green
Westfield Medallion Program to pro-
mote and recognize sustainable prac-
tices in our downtown businesses.
Businesses that are taking even small
steps toward sustainability now have
a recognizable sticker in their front
window. We teamed up with the Eco-
nomic Vitality Committee of the DWC
and are benefiting from the energy
and forward-looking thinking of that
group. Look for the medallion in the
storefront windows!

The Green Team is established as a
Town Council committee under Coun-
cilman David Contract and led by
volunteer Co-Chairs Tim Van Epp,
Medea Villere and Janette Spezio (be-
ginning 2020). If you are interested in
volunteering for, or getting additional
information on, any of the Green Team
activities, you can go to https://
www.westfieldnj.gov/green or you can
email the Co-Chairs directly at
wfgreenteamchairs@gmail.com. The
Green Team meets once a month, gen-
erally on the last Tuesday of the month,
and any and all are invited to attend.

Karrie Hanson
Downtown Westfield Corporation

Liaison to the Westfield Green Team

Bobby Thomson and ‘The
Shot Heard ‘Round the World’

Baseball’s Houston Astros are cur-
rently being accused of using technol-
ogy such as cameras and electronic
devices, including in their World Se-
ries win, to alert batters what type of
pitch such as a fastball or curveball is
on its way.A recent Wall Street Journal
article was written by Joshua Prager
who, in the past, authored a book on
Bobby Thomson, including a descrip-
tion of his and history’s most famous
and controversial home run, “The shot
heard ‘round the world.” Pragerclaims
that there was a spying telescope-cam-
era in center field that revealed the
finger signals of the catcher identifying
which type of pitch the pitcher, Ralph
Branca, would throw. It was a fastball
which signal allegedly was sent to
Bobby which helped him hit the
homerun that won the pennant for the
NY Giants over the Brooklyn Dodgers
in 1951. Now Bobby has vigorously
denied the happening, but Prager claims
that he, in a weak moment, confessed
to him that he did.

A few decades ago, I was introduced
to Bobby by his warm and charming
girlfriend – she doesn’t like the cold
“companion” word–, Esther Daniels,
who was a very close friend to my late
wife, Patrice. Over time we became
friends. One day, when he and I were
having lunch at Patsy’s in Manhattan,
somehow, the delicate subject of the
homerun came up. At that time, he and
Branca were a two-man traveling show
where Branca emphatically claimed that
Bobby received the telescopic signal.
Now, though this was a drawing-card
of this duet, the repetitive accusation

understandably sometimes got under
his skin. His answer to me was that
Branca really believed it, and it was
best for Branca and their show to keep
it that way. After all, controversy draws
a crowd. I sensed that he was becoming
a bituncomfortable and decided to
change the subject and asked, “Bobby,
do you like clams oreganate?” His re-
sponse? “Steve, the signal was sent,
but, for some reason, maybe it was
pride, I decided to ignore it. Look, the
Dodgers beat the hell out of us in the
second game, which doesn’t say much
about the power of signaling. And, let
me add, even if you know a fastball is
coming, you don’t know where, and
even if you did, it doesn’t guarantee
that you’ll hit a home run. Just ask any
baseball player.”(For the record, I con-
ducted an Internet search and discov-
ered that Bobby hit a game-winning
home run off of Branca in the first
game).

After the Prager article, I decided to
ask Esther, (Bobby left us in 2010 at
age 86 under the loving care of his
daughter, Nancy), whether she’d ever
discussed the home run mystery with
Bobby. He vehemently denied observ-
ing the signal not only to her but also
totheir close friends. So where does
that leave us? Bobby is an inspirational
American legend admired by millions,
and it’s time to bury that unprovable
accusation, and let the legend continue.
What comes to mind is the wise, old
Arab proverb, “Least said soonest
mended.”

Stephen DeFelice, M.D.
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

WHAT A SHOT...Stephen DeFelice and Bobby Thomson.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

BOARD OF HEALTH

Ordinance 20-10-01 was introduced by
the Board of Health of the Borough of
Fanwood on January 9, 2020.

Copies of this ordinance can be ob-
tained without cost at the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fan-
wood, New Jersey between the hours of
8AM and 4PM, Monday thru Friday and
Thursday Evening 5PM thru 8PM.

The purpose of this ordinance is

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING PART
IV, BOARD OF HEALTH
REGULATIONS OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF FANWOOD TO ADD
A NEW CHAPTER, CHAPTER
8, REGULATING THE SALE
AND MANUFACTURE OF
ELECTRONIC SMOKING DE-
VICES”

Public hearing and adoption of this ordi-
nance will be held on or before March 5,
2020, or as soon thereafter as the matter
may be heard.

Colleen M. Huehn, Secretary
Fanwood Board of Health

1 T - 01/23/20, The Times Fee: $26.01

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

BOARD OF HEALTH

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

Please be advised that in compliance
with the “Open Public Meetings Act”, the
Cranford Board of Health has scheduled
the meeting. The meeting will be held on
February 10th, 2020 in Room 108 of the
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey at 6:30 P.M. Formal
action may be taken.

Monika Koscova-Jencik,
Registered Environmental Health Specialist

1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $13.77

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 15th of Janu-
ary the Planning Board of the Township of
Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:

1. Application PB-19-004: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization approving
the request of Food Truck Inc. for prelimi-
nary and final site plan approval, and mul-
tiple “c” variances and design waivers in
order to construct an addition to an exist-
ing warehouse and operate a new technol-
ogy/food delivery service on Block 640 Lot
6.01 as designated on the Township Tax
Map also known as 40-42 Jackson Drive in
the C-1 zone and Block 640 Lots 2 and 3 as
designated on the Township Tax Map also
known as also 677-679 Raritan Road in
the NC zone.

2. Appointed Maser Consulting for
planning services for the Year 2020.

3. Appointed Jonathan Drill, Esq. as
Planning Board attorney for year 2020

Kathy Lenahan
Board Administrator

1 T - 01/23/20, The Leader Fee: $25.50

Politics Is A Part Of Our Lives But
Being Uncivil Is Not For Scotch Plains
In the 36 plus years I have been a

resident of this town, my husband and
I have given a lot to make this the kind
of place we wanted to live. No place
is perfect, but there has been a steady
deterioration of civility that has cre-
ated an air of discord.

Civility totally walked out the door
on Tuesday, January 7 at our Council
re-organization meeting. It was one of
the most contentious meetings I have
ever seen. Our Deputy Mayor, Josh
Losardo, showed total disrespect for
our elected Mayor by repeatedly cut-
ting him off and the final insult called
for a vote while he was still speaking.

Parliamentary procedures exist to
handle your concerns. As a lawyer, do

you cut off the judge when he is
addressing the court?

I  have a question for Losardo:
When you choose to insult the mayor
thus insulting all the residents of
Scotch Plains, why did you choose to
move to live here? Such abhorrent
display says you do not give a damn
about the residents. Politics is a part
of our lives, but being uncivil is not a
requirement.

Whether we are God fearing or
atheist as lots of our residents think
you are, we deserve respect and you
owe the Mayor and town an apology.

Elizabeth Mangan
Scotch Plains

MEMORABLE EVENING...Guests enjoy the Mountainside Restoration
Committee’s previous “Downton Abbey” cocktail party. This year, on February
28, the committee will host a “Downton Abbey...The Titanic Connection”
inspired cocktail party at the historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield House, featuring
hors d’oeuvres, dessert, music and a presentation of “Sinkable...Unthinkable.”

Downton Abbey-Titanic Party Theme
MOUNTAINSIDE – Fans of “Downton

Abbey” will appreciate the show’s con-
nection to the 1912 sinking of the Titanic,
which took the heir to the Crawley fortune
with it. This set off the chain of events that
led to many of the plot twists during six
seasons of the popular show.

Volunteers at Mountainside’s Dea-
con Andrew Hetfield House plan a
“Downton Abbey...The Titanic Connec-
tion” Cocktail Party. Scheduled from 7
to 9:30 p.m. on Friday, February 28, at
the Hetfield House, this event will serve
as a fundraiser for the Mountainside
Restoration Committee. A portion of the
proceeds will go to the restoration and
maintenance of the historic Hetfield and
Levi Cory houses. The snow date for the
event is Saturday, February 29.

A highlight of the evening will be a
presentation entitled
“Sinkable...Unthinkable” by history edu-
cator Meg Wastie. Ms. Wastie will pro-
vide an overview of the Titanic’s fateful
night, discuss who was on board and
provide a sense of what it was like on the
ship. Her PowerPoint presentation will
include quotes from survivors to high-
light the many interesting, often sadly
ironic, facts about the famous ship and
its ill-fated passengers. Ms. Wastie, a
retired teacher, is the program consult-
ant for the Westfield Historical Society.
She formerly worked with the Museum
of Early Trades & Crafts in Madison,
and has been actively involved with his-
tory groups in the Somerset Hills area.

The event will feature special
“Downton Abbey”-inspired hors
d’oeuvres and sweets with a signature
cocktail, wine and beer. Decorated with
“Downton Abbey” décor and served by

costumed servers, the program also will
feature trivia games and period-appropri-
ate music. Guests are encouraged to dress
in period costume or to dress for cock-
tails. The cost is $50 per person.

The evening will begin with a recep-
tion in the Hetfield House’s formal par-
lor, where guests will enjoy music, appe-
tizers and a signature cocktail, beer, cham-
pagne and wine. After the reception, guests
will proceed to the center rooms and
small tables for more hors d’oeuvres and
the “Sinkable...Unthinkable” presenta-
tion. Afterward, they will enjoy desserts,
coffee/tea and participate in “Downton
Abbey”-era trivia games. Throughout the
evening, costumed servers will assist
guests amidst era-appropriate decorations
accompanied by Edwardian and 20’s
music. Interested adults should call for
reservations immediately. Full payments
are due within one week of reservation.
Reservation forms can be found at the
Mountainside Public Library, Borough
Hall, at mountainsidehistory.org or by
calling (908) 789-9420.

The Deacon Andrew Hetfield House
and Levi Cory House are located at Con-
stitution Plaza adjacent to the Mountain-
side Public Library. Constitution Plaza is
the first right off Birch Hill Road, which is
off New Providence Road near the Moun-
tainside Volunteer Fire House. The Moun-
tainside Restoration Committee is a com-
mittee of volunteers which has as its mis-
sion to restore and maintain the Deacon
Andrew Hetfield House and the Levi Cory
House and collect and to save historic
information and items from destruction.
To make reservations, for information, or
to donate funds, call (908) 789-9420 or go
to mountainsidehistory.org.


