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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OPENING CEREMONY..The choir sings during the opening ceremony at
Monday’s Scotch Plains and Fanwood MLK Day of Service at the JCC in Scotch
Plains.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HELPING OUR VETS..Making goody bags for veterans was one of the many
activities at Monday’s Scotch Plains and Fanwood MLK Day of Service at the JCC
in Scotch Plains.

tive teacher,” but she continued say-
ing that his achievements cannot “out-
weigh or mitigate the impact of Mr.
Fuzy’s threatening statements regard-
ing his stature and his firearms. These
statements, whether made as threats
or for more benign reasons, were
justly viewed as threatening.” Ms.
Klein also said, “Mr. Fuzy’s repeated
statement to Ms. Alston about his
height, weight and gun ownership
must be viewed in the context that Mr.
Fuzy exhibited signs of anger and
unpredictability that, when coupled
with repeated mention of guns, gave
many staff members at Tamaques
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Westfield Teacher Lawsuit
cause for concern.”

Also referred to was Mr. Fuzy’s
four-day suspension in 2014 for throw-
ing post-it notes at a student and hit-
ting her in the face. As a result of this
incident, Mr. Fuzy attended counsel-
ing for “anger management issues” as
a requirement for his Corrective Ac-
tion Plan (CAP). Ms. Klein said, “De-
spite completing the requirements of
the CAP, Mr. Fuzy has been unable to
exercise sufficient self-control.”

At the January 7 school board meet-
ing, Superintendent Dolan stated,
“This legal proceeding was not an
easy one. Throughout these past two
years, I have relied heavily on the
Westfield Police Department and,
whenever there was a specific con-
cern, I reached out and received the
necessary support to make sure our
students and staff would remain safe.
The board, staff members who agreed
to testify in the tenure case, and I are
now named in a federal lawsuit. This
means that we cannot openly commu-
nicate or answer questions. Please
know that we will continue to act to
safeguard all students and staff
throughout the district.”

Mr. Fuzy’s lawsuit claims he is
being discriminated against because
of his age and gender and that his
ownership of firearms is a “substan-
tial motivating factor in the wrongful
treatment of plaintiff.” The lawsuit
also claims the district created a hos-
tile work environment and violated
his freedom of speech. The first hear-
ing for the lawsuit is scheduled for
Thursday, February 6.
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Hartz Mountain

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
February 6, 2020 at 7:30 pm., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation of Richard & Maribel Borrero for
property located at 60 Trenton Avenue,
Block 8704, Lot 8, R-3 Zone, who propose
to utilize a portion of the existing garage to
add a shower area to an existing half bath,
contrary to the following Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3 Regulations Appli-
cable to All Zones, Minimum Required:
enclosed private garage of not less than
12 feet x 20 feet (240 square feet). Exist-
ing: enclosed private garage 12 feet x 20
feet (240 square feet). Proposed: 4 feet 8
inches (19 square feet) shower area added
to existing half bath and enclosed private
garage 221 square feet +/- by plan.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.  The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 01/23/20, The Times Fee: $31.62

Officer Stivale Is WPD’s
First Female Lieutenant

Lieutenant Nicole Stivale

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Po-
lice Department (WPD) has an-
nounced the promotion of Officer
Nicole Stivale to the rank of lieuten-
ant, the first woman in department
history to achieve the rank.

Lieutenant  Stivale was appointed
to the WPD as a police officer on
January 17, 2005, and graduated
from the John H. Stamler Police
Academy of Union County on June
8, 2005 ranked first in her class of
52 recruits.

After initially serving in the Op-
erations (Patrol) Division as a pa-
trol officer, Lt. Stivale was later
assigned to the Administrative Ser-
vices Division, where she performed
a multitude of critical functions,
which included those of training
coordinator, police officer schedul-
ing system administrator, and cus-
todian of property and evidence.

Lt. Stivale was designated a
plainclothes officer on May 30,
2011, and was assigned to the In-
vestigative Division (Detective
Bureau) on January 14, 2014,
where she remained until her ap-
pointment to police sergeant on
July 1, 2015.

As a sergeant, Lt. Stivale served as
both a patrol supervisor and, as of
August 6, 2018, as a Detective Bu-
reau supervisor. She is a decorated
officer, having been awarded two
Command Citations, a Unit Citation
and the Hurricane Sandy Service
Award during her 15 years of com-
pleted service, according to a WPD
press release.

Lt. Stivale attended Saint Peter’s
College in Jersey City, where she
graduated in 2002 magna cum
laude with a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Criminal Justice. Prior to
her employment with the WPD,
she served as a police officer for
the United States Capitol Police
in Washington, D.C., from 2002
to 2004 and is a graduate of both
the Federal Law Enforcement
Training Center in Glynco, Ga.,
and the United States Capitol Po-
l ice  Training Academy in
Cheltenham, Md.

With this appointment, Lt. Stivale
shall become not only the first-ever
female lieutenant but the highest-
ranking female officer in the history
of the department. She will be as-
signed to the Operations (Patrol) Di-
vision as a watch commander, ac-
cording to the release.

County to Complete Three
New Turf Fields in 2020
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Three new turf fields
are projected to be opened by Union
County this year, Union County Free-
holder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella announced in his reorga-
nization address earlier this year.

The county is building a $10-mil-
lion athletic complex to be used by
Union County College teams as well
as organizations throughout the
county. Plans call for construction of
a regulation soccer/multi-purpose turf
field; 400-meter, eight-lane track;
press box; bleachers; a 3,000-square-
foot building; fencing; lighting; and a
parking area.

The Union County Improvement
Authority approved a $7.7-million
contract to Grade Construction last
September for the project. UCC has
committed $2 million for the project.
The New Jersey Green Acres Pro-
gram is providing another $2.25-mil-
lion grant.

Sebastian D’Elia, a county spokes-
man, said emphasized that the new
field “is not just for them (UCC). It is
“open to all” county residents, he
said.

He said the facility is expected to
open in the fall.

The county expects to open a new
turf field at Madison Avenue Park in
Rahway in the spring, Mr. D’Elia
said. The cost on that project is $3.4
million.

The third turf project is to be lo-
cated at Snyder Avenue Field in Ber-
keley Heights.

“We’re still in the (early) stage of
that project,” Mr. D’Elia said, noting
that the project has not gone out to bid
yet.

Other parks plans for 2020 noted
by Mr. Mirabella include creation of

a master plan for the Clark Reservoir,
acquired by the county several years
ago, and adapting the indoor riding
ring at the Watchung Stable to be
wheelchair accessible.

“We will improve access to the
indoor riding ring at Watchung
Stable for people with disabilities,
and we will be reviewing signage at
all of our county parks to ensure
that everyone who comes to enjoy
them feels at home,” Mr. Mirabella
said.

The county also acquired addi-
tional open space adjacent
Nomahegan Park in Cranford last
year, which will be adjoined the park
with the demolition of a vacant di-
lapidated home on the site.

The county also plans to establish
a working farm to be run by Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools students through a partner-
ship with the school.

“This new facility will provide
many new opportunities for hands-on
learning, and connect our youth with
important new trends in urban agri-
culture and the farm-to-table
economy,” according to Mr.
Mirabella’s speech.
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SP Council
mayor agreed, saying that Mr. LaCosta
“has represented us well” and adding
that he did not understand why a
change was being made. Mr. Losardo
agreed that Mr. LaCosta “was a fine
representative,” but added the move
was simply “giving someone new a
chance.”

At the start of the meeting, three
new members of the police depart-
ment were sworn in as officer: Brian
Regenthal, Javier Maldonado and
Mathew Lavery. Police Chief Ted
Conley also welcomed back to ser-
vice Officer Richard Sopko after his
recent return from military duty in
Jordan. The council also congratu-
lated Ken Shatten, who is retiring
after 25 years of managing the Senior
Citizen Housing Corp.

Parks Plan Calls for $41 Mil.
In Upgrades Over 10 Yrs.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield has re-
leased the final draft of its parks and
recreation master plan report. The
report calls for the town to spend
upwards of $41 million over 10 years
to upgrade 12 parks. The report fol-
lowed multiple public workshops to
generate community input as well as
meetings with stakeholder groups,
including sports and community or-
ganizations, plus town administra-
tion and staff.

Plans call for $7.87 million in im-
provements at Tamaques Park, $6.5
million at Memorial Park, $3.5 mil-
lion at Edison Intermediate School,
and $1 million at Gumbert Park. A
total of $10.5 million in capital im-
provements would be made in the
first two years, $26.8 million in years
three to five, and $4.7 million in
years six through 10, according to
the report.

Among the highlights of the report
are recommendations to construct a
$2.9-million field house at Tamaques
Park for use for wrestling,
cheerleading, meeting space and stor-
age. In addition, a new restroom
building would be constructed near
an area where picnic shelters are
proposed. Plans call for the renova-
tion of a restroom facility near
Tamaques’ tennis courts. In addi-
tion, disc golf would be added to the
park as well as two pickleball courts,
the latter of which would be located
near where a shuffleboard area had
been in the past.

A rental meeting facility also is
proposed at Tamaques with glass
garage-style doors overlooking an
existing pond. A secondary entrance
would be constructed on Lamberts

Mill Road along with expanded park-
ing.

A new restroom facility is pro-
posed at Houlihan/Sid Fay Field
along with an additional 77 parking
spaces beyond the 121 currently
available at the park.

Playing fields at Memorial Park
would be upgraded to artificial turf,
with lighting at all existing diamond
fields, “with lining for one large or
two smaller multipurpose rectangu-
lar fields,” according to the report.
The report states the project would
cost $1.7 million.

Also, the west parking lot would
be regraded with islands removed in
order to accommodate the tempo-
rary ice rink currently located in the
Gumbert Park parking lot. In addi-
tion, a 10-foot paved perimeter trail
would be developed and connected
to Brookside Park in neighboring
Scotch Plains. Turfing three infields
is recommended, at $503,000, with
replacement of playground equip-
ment costing another $134,000.

A restroom facility is proposed for
Edison Intermediate School at a cost
of $436,000. In addition, two full-
sized artificial turf multipurpose rect-
angular turf fields with lights and
scoreboard are proposed at a cost of
around $2.7 million. A restroom, con-
cessions, and storage building also
is included in the plans.

An amphitheatre is called for at
the town’s Elm Street recreation
property at an estimated expense of
$536,000. A full-sized artificial turf
multipurpose rectangular field with
lights and a scoreboard is recom-
mended at a cost of $1.3 million.
Other additions call for adding a
restroom facility at $302,000 and a
skate park at $201,000.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANNUAL BREAKFAST...The Westfield Community Center hosts the annual
MLK Day breakfast.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THANK YOU..Making cards for veterans was one of the many activities at
Monday’s Scotch Plains and Fanwood MLK Day of Service at the JCC in Scotch
Plains.
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Fanwood Council
local municipalities including Fan-
wood, Garwood, Roselle Park,
Westfield, Summit, Chatham, New
Providence and Mountainside.

In other business, Fanwood resi-
dent Ruth Esehak-Gillespie was ap-
pointed to the borough’s Recreation
Commission. In addition, resident
Michael Laumbach was sworn in as a
member of the environmental com-
mission.

On another matter, an ordinance
was unanimously passed upon first
reading requiring all employees of
the borough to have a direct deposit

system of payment. It was noted that
in the past, only full-time employees
utilized direct deposit. It was revealed
that the second reading that is open
for public hearing is tentatively sched-
uled for Tuesday, February 18.

Separately, a resolution was passed
to award Deegan Roofing $1,100 for
roof repairs at the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library.

The next Fanwood Council meet-
ing is scheduled for Monday, Febru-
ary 3, at 7 p.m., at Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue.

the lower density and reduced acre-
age when removing the six acres for
PSE&G to build a substation there,
the brief states. The omitted six acres
from that property for use by PSE&G
has “no authorization in state regula-
tions,” and should therefore be in-
cluded in the calculations for afford-
able housing, Mr. Bernard writes.
Further, he says Hartz and PSE&G
are no longer discussing the purchase
of the six acres there.

Mr. Bernard also asserts
Cranford’s “unmet need,” referring
to the balance of affordable housing
that after the RDP would be required
to be found in other sites that could
be classified as a redevelopment.
Mr. Bernard believes that 750 Wal-
nut Avenue fits the bill for redevel-
opment as residential. He further says
the other properties Cranford has
outlined for redevelopment currently
have no developer on board, whereas
Hartz is “ready, willing and able” to
redevelop its property.

Mr. Bernard claims 750 Walnut
Avenue is suitable for the 30 units
per acre density level because the
site is bordered by a golf course, a
Conrail train line and Walnut Av-
enue, all of which he says provide a
buffer to the neighboring residential
areas. “I conclude that the four-story
community will not deprive its neigh-
bors of air and light,” he writes.

Mr. Bernard describes his reason-
ing why he believes the settlement
agreement is “unfair.” The
township’s overlay zones in down-
town areas would generate “little
affordable housing,” he says, partly
due to a number of different prop-

erty owners and small parcels of
land. The North Avenue redevelop-
ment site, EF Britten property, and
201 Walnut Avenue, that the town-
ship has included in its RDP, have
“no standard or track record to indi-
cate the proposed zoning” and should
not be granted rental bonuses, he
states. Also, these sites, he says, are
already fully developed and actively
used and therefore “provides the il-
lusion of creating more housing op-
portunities.” He says RDP is to “be
based on vacant and low-density sites
only” and so states these properties
should not be calculated in the RDP
in the settlement agreement. He also
points out that these properties are
allocated to have a density that ranges
from 20 to 47 units per acre, while
750 Walnut Avenue is allocated as
low as nine units per acre.

The township’s response is due on
Monday, January 27. The Special
Master will produce a report on the
settlement and objections on Sun-
day, February 9, Mayor Patrick
Giblin had stated on his Facebook
page. He also noted that the
township’s immunity will be ex-
tended to run through a decision on
the fairness hearing.

The full report, brief and support-
ing documents can be found on the
township’s website, cranfordnj.org.

Mountainside Raising
Pool Fees 2 Percent

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Paul
Mirabelli asked Tax Assessor Mike
Frangello at last week’s council agenda
meeting to provide a current status of the
borough’s revaluation.

Mr. Frangello explained that the firm
responsible for the revaluation has visited
over 1,900 of Mountainside’s approxi-
mately 2,200 private residences. In addi-
tion they have completed approximately
25 percent of the commercial properties.
They have set an aggressive target of mid-
February for completion of this portion of
the process. The next step after this has
been completed is an opportunity for resi-
dents to appeal the new assessments.

Recreation Committee Chairwoman,
Councilwoman Deanna Andre, proposed
a 2 percent increase in the Mountainside
Community Pool membership fees. She
stated that this increase was less than the
rate of inflation. She also stated that the
pool is a bargain when compared with
surrounding towns.

The council also introduced an ordi-
nance on first reading to increase the fee
at Tuesday’s regular council meeting.

In other business, the council appointed
the borough engineer to represent the
borough on the Union County Transpor-
tation Advisory Board.

“It is very important for Mountainside
to have representation on this board, as
we are in the center of the Route 22
corridor,” Mayor Mirabelli said.

Interim Borough Administrator Tom
Atkins was appointed as fund commis-
sioner to the Suburban Municipal Joint
Insurance Fund (JIF). Officials explained
at last week’s meeting that Mountainside’s
membership in the JIF has saved the
borough hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars over the past two decades in insur-
ance premiums.

The council also renewed contract with
the Westfield Regional Board of Health
for another year. The renewal represents
a 2 percent increase in price to $41,095
for the year.

“This is another example of a shared

service that Mountainside participates in,
” Councilwoman Andre said at last week’s
meeting.

The council also again approved an
agreement to pay Garden State Fireworks
for the annual July 4th fireworks display.

“Early payment results in the borough
receiving 10 percent more fireworks at
the display,” Mayor Mirabelli explained.

The council introduced an ordinance
to pave Long Meadow and Beechwood
Court The entire $322,000 cost will be
provided by an New Jersey Department
of Transportation (NJDOT) grant.

The borough will continue to have a
professional services contract with the
Gibbons law firm for the borough’s de-
fense in lawsuit brought against the
borough’s police department claiming a
hostile work environment. The contract
will be for no less than $17,500 and no
more than $275,000 for the year.

The final ordinance introduced up-
dates the borough code and will allow the
code to be placed on the borough’s
website. This will allow easier public
access and save on administrative ex-
penses on public inquiries.

Councilwoman Andre said that Darby
Road Public House and Restaurant in
Scotch Plains will once again be running
the snack bar at the pool. She said there
was a large amount of positive feedback
received from residents last year on their
operation of the snack bar.

Councilwoman Andre also informed
the public that single-use plastic bags can
be deposited for recycling at Borough
Hall or the Library. If Mountainside col-
lects 500 pounds or more we will receive
a new bench for the Library.

Councilwoman Rachel Pater informed
the audience of several items of note from
the Historic Preservation Committee. The
first will be held Friday, February 28 will
be the annual Downtown Abbey dinner.
Details are on the committee’s website or
at the library and Borough Hall.

On Saturday, June 6 will be the annual
tour of homes and gardens, they are looking
for residents to volunteer their homes and
gardens for the tour. Also in conjunction
with the borough’s 125th anniversary, the
Historic Preservation Committee is assem-
bling and exhibition of wedding dresses.
Anyone who would like to display their
dress should contact the committee.

She also announced the senior lun-
cheon will be held on Friday, February 14
at noon. For information, residents should
call Kim Moriak at Borough Hall for
details.


