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Courtesy of Tom Kranz
WELCOME HOME, CAPT. MOORE...Fanwood Army Reservist Capt. Patrick Moore returned home last Wednesday
after almost a year of deployment, including the past eight months in Iraq. His arrival was a surprise event for his twins,
Reland and Spencer, third graders at School One in Scotch Plains. The event was engineered with military precision by
his wife, Michele Moore, third from left, a member of the Fanwood Planning Board; School One Principal Justin Fiory
and with the assistance of the Fanwood Police. Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, right, was also on hand.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
GOOD TO BE HOME...A Channel 2 producer interviews Fanwood Army
Reservist Captain Patrick Moore and his wife, Michele Moore, and kids last
Wednesday upon his arrival back home after almost a year of deployment,
including the past eight months in Iraq. His arrival was a surprise event for his
twins, Reland and Spencer, third graders at School One, and the rest of the school,
which greeted him with applause as he reunited with his children.
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Sports -- Blue Devils Top Sum-
mit, 91-79, in Girls Swimming; Blue
Devil Boys Stun Vikings in Basket-
ball; Blue Devil Swim Boys Topple

Summit, 105-65; Rahway Matmen
Top Raiders, 39-27; Lady Cougars
Top Lions, Lose to Old Bridge; High
School Sport Shorts.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW JERSEY’S FIRST LADY IN SCOTCH PLAINS...New Jersey’s First Lady
Tammy Murphy, third from right in front, poses with Scotch Plains and Fanwood
elected officials at Monday’s MLK Day of Service opening ceremony at the JCC in
Scotch Plains. Pictured are Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith, second from right;
Township Manager and Union County Freeholder Chairman Alexander Mirabella,
in back center; Fanwood Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell, second from left in
front, and Scotch Plains Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler. They are shown with
Delois Dawson, the recipient of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Martin Luther King Day
of Service Award. Ms. Dawson is a member of the MLK Day of Service Committee.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MLK DAY OF SERVICE T-SHIRTS...Volunteers hand out Scotch Plains and
Fanwood MLK Day of Service T-shirts at Monday’s event at the JCC. CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Arbitrator Says BOE Had
‘Good Cause’ to Fire Teacher

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Frank Fuzy, III,
a former third-grade teacher at
Tamaques Elementary School in
Westfield, filed a federal lawsuit in
September against the Westfield
Board of Education (BOE), staff
members, teachers’ union and Su-
perintendent Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.,
following tenure charges. On De-
cember 16, an arbitrator for the New
Jersey Department of Education
ruled there was “good cause” to ter-
minate Mr. Fuzy, who had worked in
Westfield since 1995.

Derlys Gutierrez, special labor
counsel for the BOE, explained the
process of firing a tenured teacher at
the January 7 BOE meeting. She said,
“except for exceptional circum-
stances, the only way to terminate the
employment of a (tenured) teacher is
to bring tenure charges.” After charges
are filed, the teacher files a response,
and the board then votes whether to
send the charges to the state commis-
sioner of education, and the commis-
sioner then assigns an arbitrator, Ms.
Gutierrez explained.

Mr. Fuzy was suspended in Janu-
ary of 2018, due to a threatening
statement made against another em-
ployee, Superintendent Dolan said at
the board meeting. She also said he
has not taught in the district since that
time. After conducting an investiga-
tion, the board filed tenure charges in
December 2018 alleging Mr. Fuzy
engaged “in conduct unbecoming a
public employee and other just cause,”
according to the arbitrator’s report.
Six charges were brought against Mr.
Fuzy, three of which were dismissed.
According to the charges, Mr. Fuzy
created a threatening environment by
repeatedly discussing his ownership
of guns (including an AR-15) and his
height and weight and commenting to

an individual staff member in 2016,
“don’t be surprised if one day I come
back here and take care of some
people.”

According to testimony, the state-
ments about his stature and gun own-
ership began in response to an obser-
vation by the school’s principal, David
Duelks, wherein Mr. Duelks suggested
Mr. Fuzy observe some of his col-
leagues’ math lessons to help him
improve his teaching. After a follow-
up email from Mr. Duelks, Mr. Fuzy
emailed the Westfield Education As-
sociation president, Gail Alston, and
spoke to her on the phone a few days
later about feeling “harassed.” It was
during this conversation, Ms. Alston
said, Mr. Fuzy became angry and
repeatedly stated his height, weight
and how many firearms he owned.
While he acknowledges he repeat-
edly said, “I am 5’10.” I’m 210
pounds. I do own firearms and many
people take that the wrong way,” Mr.
Fuzy said he meant to illustrate the
point that people often misjudge him
because of those features. Other staff
members also said Mr. Fuzy told them
about his firearms and claimed he
told them he kept some in his car.

Tenure charges also claimed that
Mr. Fuzy would get angry with his
students and that he said, “what are
you, stupid?” when a student brought
him a T-shirt instead of paper towels
to clean up a spill.

Past classroom observations by
administrators have been positive.
In 2013, Mr. Fuzy was named the
New Jersey Agricultural Society’s
Teacher of the Year for his work on
the school garden. Former students,
parents and colleagues testified Mr.
Fuzy was a dedicated teacher who
“cares for his students.”

Arbitrator Joyce Klein said, “there
is no doubt that Mr. Fuzy is an effec-
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Downtown Plans Expected Soon;
Del Sordi Named RVSA Rep.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor
Alexander Smith and Deputy Mayor
Josh Losardo both expressed confi-
dence on Tuesday that proposals
for the redevelopment of the down-
town will be ready for a public pre-
sentation later next month or very
early in March.

Less than four weeks remain until
the end of a 150-day timetable set out
last September when the township
contracted with Advance Realty In-

vestors — the Bedminster firm that is
developing a redevelopment plan for
the downtown business district —
and its partner, PS&S Engineering,
for the formulation of a plan for rede-
velopment of the four public proper-
ties in the downtown.

At Tuesday’s township council
meeting, Mr. Losardo said the top
leaders of the downtown redevelop-
ment committee, which includes the
mayor and himself, met with the de-
veloper as well as the newly-appointed
redevelopment attorney. He said the

developer is “fine-tuning the finances”
and expects that a presentation will
be made behind closed doors in early
February before a public presenta-
tion later in February or early March.
Mayor Smith echoed that confidence
and said that people who have seen
the preliminary plans say it shows “a
very exciting prospect for our down-
town.”

That first phase will center on the
township-owned properties where the
municipal building, the firehouse and
the library are located as well as the
parking lots adjacent to the municipal
building and library, behind the stores
that front Park Avenue and the park-
ing lot behind the row of businesses
on East Second Street adjacent to the
CVS pharmacy. Redevelopment of
these properties is expected to result
in about 48,000 square feet of new
retail and office space, more than
1,400 new parking spots and 177 new
housing units, 35 of which will be set
aside as affordable-housing units.

The police and fire department
headquarters are expected to be relo-
cated out of the downtown while a
new library will be built in the same
area as the present location on Bartle
Avenue.

In other business, the Democratic-
controlled governing body voted
along party lines to appoint former
councilman and current Democratic
Party Chairman John Del Sordi, Jr. as
the township’s representative to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
for a five-year term. Effective Febru-
ary 1, he will replace Robert LaCosta,
the township zoning officer who has
been the RVSA representative since
2011 and was the utility’s chairman in
2017. Both Mayor Smith and Coun-
cilman Ted Spera opposed the change,
with Mr. Spera saying he did not see
the need for a switch and noted that
Mr. LaCosta “knows the RVSA.” The
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Fanwood Council Hears
Report on New Vaping Law

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Topping the Fan-
wood Council meeting Tuesday
evening, members and guests heard a
report from Megan Avallone, direc-

tor of the Westfield Regional Health
Department, regarding the state’s new
vaping legislation.

According to Ms. Avallone, the leg-
islation prohibits the sale of flavored
vaping products in New Jersey and
will take effect in April.

According to the legislation signed
by Governor Phil Murphy, the flavors
are meant to market these products to
young people. It was reported that
young people are, in fact, using the
products in alarmingly increasing

numbers.
Ms. Avallone also noted that start-

ing in the spring, only shops specific
to selling products containing nico-
tine will be allowed to sell them. This,
she noted, will be zero shops in April
within the borough. She said the fla-
vored pods currently have the same
amount of nicotine as an entire pack-
age of cigarettes.

It was noted that the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department serves eight
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Hartz Mountain Objects to
Aff. Housing Agreement

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Hartz Mountain
Industries, Inc. has formally objected
to the affordable-housing settlement
sought by the township.

The township and Fair Share Hous-
ing Center (FSHC) had entered into a
settlement agreement on November
8, 2019, where the two parties agreed
that the realistic development poten-
tial (RDP) in the township is 151
affordable-housing units, out of the
440 affordable fair share obligation
for the third round. According to a
brief filed January 13, 2020, by Hartz
Mountain Industries’ attorney, Tho-
mas F. Carroll, III of Hill Wallack
LLP, Mr. Carroll asserts this adjust-
ment is “contrary to the New Jersey
Fair Housing Act.”

Mr. Carroll has stated that the agree-
ment is “grossly unfair to low- and
moderate-income households and it
does not bring into full compliance
with its Mount Laurel obligations.”
The township and the FSHC are sched-
uled to have a fairness hearing on
Wednesday, February 19, when Hartz’s
attorney has stated he will “further
support these objections.”

Hartz had been denied by the
township’s planning board a use change
at its property located at 750 Walnut
Avenue, where Hartz had sought to
turn its commercially zoned property
into a residential use to make way for
905 apartments, with 181 affordable-
housing units, at a density of 30 units
per acre in the 30.5-acre parcel of land
that sits on the border of Clark.

Per a report by a professional plan-
ner in the field of affordable housing,
Art Bernard, retained by Hartz, he
states that the settlement agreement
says the RDP density at 750 Walnut
would be calculated at 18 units per
acre, but the agreement also allows the
township to go as low as nine units per
acre with a 20 percent set aside for
affordable housing, and further allows
the township use of the power of con-
demnation at the site should it not find
someone to redevelop at that density.

Mr. Bernard believes 750 Walnut
Avenue should be calculated at a den-
sity of 30 units per acre, and cites a
property in Englewood Cliffs that
received the same treatment by FSHC.
The difference is 181 affordable units
among the 30.5 acres, versus 88 using


