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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
YOUNG ARTISTS...Bags were decorated and to be filled with everyday essen-
tials like soap, toothpaste, deodorant and toothbrushes and given to those in need
at local shelters during the MLK Day of Service in Cranford at the First
Presbyterian Church.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANNUAL BREAKFAST...The Westfield Community Center hosts the annual
MLK Day breakfast.

County to Complete Three
Turf Fields in 2020

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Three new turf fields
are projected to be opened by Union
County this year, Union County Free-
holder Chairman Alexander Mirabella
announced in his reorganization ad-
dress earlier this year.

The county is building a $10-mil-
lion athletic complex to be used by
Union County College teams as well
as organizations throughout the county.
Plans call for construction of a regula-
tion soccer/multi-purpose turf field;
400-meter, eight-lane track; press box;
bleachers; a 3,000-square-foot build-
ing; fencing; lighting; and a parking
area.

The Union County Improvement
Authority approved a $7.7-million con-
tract to Grade Construction last Sep-
tember for the project. UCC has com-
mitted $2 million for the project. The
New Jersey Green Acres Program is
providing another $2.25-million grant.

Sebastian D’Elia, a county spokes-
man, said emphasized that the new
field “is not just for them (UCC). It is
“open to all” county residents, he said.

He said the facility is expected to
open in the fall.

The county expects to open a new
turf field at Madison Avenue Park in
Rahway in the spring, Mr. D’Elia said.
The cost on that project is $3.4 mil-
lion.

The third turf project is to be located

at Snyder Avenue Field in Berkeley
Heights.

“We’re still in the (early) stage of
that project,” Mr. D’Elia said, noting
that the project has not gone out to bid
yet.

Other parks plans for 2020 noted by
Mr. Mirabella include creation of a
master plan for the Clark Reservoir,
acquired by the county several years
ago, and adapting the indoor riding
ring at the Watchung Stable to be wheel-
chair accessible.

“We will improve access to the in-
door riding ring at Watchung Stable
for people with disabilities, and we
will be reviewing signage at all of our
county parks to ensure that everyone
who comes to enjoy them feels at
home,” Mr. Mirabella said.

The county also acquired additional
open space adjacent Nomahegan Park
in Cranford last year, which will be
adjoined the park with the demolition
of a vacant dilapidated home on the
site.

The county also plans to establish a
working farm to be run by Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
students through a partnership with
the school.

“This new facility will provide many
new opportunities for hands-on learn-
ing, and connect our youth with im-
portant new trends in urban agricul-
ture and the farm-to-table economy,”
according to Mr. Mirabella’s speech.

SERVICE DAY FOR ALL...On Martin Luther King Day, members of the
Westfield community gather with donations of toiletries for homeless people in
New York City, Newark and Irvington. Greater Westfield Kiwanis Club, Girl
Scouts, school groups and individuals assembled at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield to sort and package hundreds of hygiene bags that will be distributed by
Bridges, a not-for-profit organization in Summit.

ing that his achievements cannot “out-
weigh or mitigate the impact of Mr.
Fuzy’s threatening statements regard-
ing his stature and his firearms. These
statements, whether made as threats
or for more benign reasons, were
justly viewed as threatening.” Ms.
Klein also said, “Mr. Fuzy’s repeated
statement to Ms. Alston about his
height, weight and gun ownership
must be viewed in the context that
Mr. Fuzy exhibited signs of anger
and unpredictability that, when
coupled with repeated mention of
guns, gave many staff members at
Tamaques cause for concern.”

Also referred to was Mr. Fuzy’s
four-day suspension in 2014 for throw-
ing post-it notes at a student and hit-
ting her in the face. As a result of this
incident, Mr. Fuzy attended counsel-
ing for “anger management issues” as
a requirement for his Corrective Ac-
tion Plan (CAP). Ms. Klein said, “De-
spite completing the requirements of
the CAP, Mr. Fuzy has been unable to
exercise sufficient self-control.”

At the January 7 school board
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Tamaques Teacher Lawsuit
meeting, Superintendent Dolan
stated, “This legal proceeding was
not an easy one. Throughout these
past two years, I have relied heavily
on the Westfield Police Department
and, whenever there was a specific
concern, I reached out and received
the necessary support to make sure
our students and staff would remain
safe. The board, staff members who
agreed to testify in the tenure case,
and I are now named in a federal
lawsuit. This means that we cannot
openly communicate or answer ques-
tions. Please know that we will con-
tinue to act to safeguard all students
and staff throughout the district.”

Mr. Fuzy’s lawsuit claims he is
being discriminated against because
of his age and gender and that his
ownership of firearms is a “substan-
tial motivating factor in the wrong-
ful treatment of plaintiff.” The law-
suit also claims the district created a
hostile work environment and vio-
lated his freedom of speech. The
first hearing for the lawsuit is sched-
uled for Thursday, February 6.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
February 6, 2020 at 7:30 pm., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation of Richard & Maribel Borrero for
property located at 60 Trenton Avenue,
Block 8704, Lot 8, R-3 Zone, who propose
to utilize a portion of the existing garage to
add a shower area to an existing half bath,
contrary to the following Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3 Regulations Appli-
cable to All Zones, Minimum Required:
enclosed private garage of not less than
12 feet x 20 feet (240 square feet). Exist-
ing: enclosed private garage 12 feet x 20
feet (240 square feet). Proposed: 4 feet 8
inches (19 square feet) shower area added
to existing half bath and enclosed private
garage 221 square feet +/- by plan.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.  The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
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Hartz Mountain Objects to
Aff. Housing Agreement

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Hartz Mountain
Industries, Inc. has formally objected
to the affordable-housing settlement
sought by the township.

The township and Fair Share Hous-
ing Center (FSHC) had entered into a
settlement agreement on November
8, 2019, where the two parties agreed
that the realistic development poten-
tial (RDP) in the township is 151
affordable-housing units, out of the
440 affordable fair share obligation
for the third round. According to a
brief filed January 13, 2020, by Hartz
Mountain Industries’ attorney, Tho-
mas F. Carroll, III of Hill Wallack
LLP, Mr. Carroll asserts this adjust-
ment is “contrary to the New Jersey
Fair Housing Act.”

Mr. Carroll has stated that the agree-
ment is “grossly unfair to low- and
moderate-income households and it
does not bring into full compliance
with its Mount Laurel obligations.”
The township and the FSHC are sched-
uled to have a fairness hearing on
Wednesday, February 19, when Hartz’s
attorney has stated he will “further
support these objections.”

Hartz had been denied by the
township’s planning board a use change
at its property located at 750 Walnut
Avenue, where Hartz had sought to
turn its commercially zoned property
into a residential use to make way for
905 apartments, with 181 affordable-
housing units, at a density of 30 units
per acre in the 30.5-acre parcel of land
that sits on the border of Clark.

Per a report by a professional plan-
ner in the field of affordable housing,
Art Bernard, retained by Hartz, he
states that the settlement agreement
says the RDP density at 750 Walnut
would be calculated at 18 units per
acre, but the agreement also allows the
township to go as low as nine units per
acre with a 20 percent set aside for
affordable housing, and further allows
the township use of the power of con-
demnation at the site should it not find
someone to redevelop at that density.

Mr. Bernard believes 750 Walnut
Avenue should be calculated at a den-
sity of 30 units per acre, and cites a
property in Englewood Cliffs that
received the same treatment by FSHC.
The difference is 181 affordable units
among the 30.5 acres, versus 88 using
the lower density and reduced acre-
age when removing the six acres for
PSE&G to build a substation there,
the brief states. The omitted six acres
from that property for use by PSE&G
has “no authorization in state regula-
tions,” and should therefore be in-
cluded in the calculations for afford-
able housing, Mr. Bernard writes.
Further, he says Hartz and PSE&G
are no longer discussing the purchase

of the six acres there.
Mr. Bernard also asserts Cranford’s

“unmet need,” referring to the balance
of affordable housing that after the
RDP would be required to be found in
other sites that could be classified as a
redevelopment. Mr. Bernard believes
that 750 Walnut Avenue fits the bill for
redevelopment as residential. He fur-
ther says the other properties Cranford
has outlined for redevelopment cur-
rently have no developer on board,
whereas Hartz is “ready, willing and
able” to redevelop its property.

Mr. Bernard claims 750 Walnut
Avenue is suitable for the 30 units per
acre density level because the site is
bordered by a golf course, a Conrail
train line and Walnut Avenue, all of
which he says provide a buffer to the
neighboring residential areas. “I con-
clude that the four-story community
will not deprive its neighbors of air
and light,” he writes.

Mr. Bernard describes his reason-
ing why he believes the settlement
agreement is “unfair.” The township’s
overlay zones in downtown areas
would generate “little affordable hous-
ing,” he says, partly due to a number
of different property owners and small
parcels of land. The North Avenue
redevelopment site, EF Britten prop-
erty, and 201 Walnut Avenue, that the
township has included in its RDP,
have “no standard or track record to
indicate the proposed zoning” and
should not be granted rental bonuses,
he states. Also, these sites, he says,
are already fully developed and ac-
tively used and therefore “provides
the illusion of creating more housing
opportunities.” He says RDP is to “be
based on vacant and low-density sites
only” and so states these properties
should not be calculated in the RDP
in the settlement agreement. He also
points out that these properties are
allocated to have a density that ranges
from 20 to 47 units per acre, while
750 Walnut Avenue is allocated as
low as nine units per acre.

The township’s response is due on
Monday, January 27. The Special
Master will produce a report on the
settlement and objections on Sunday,
February 9, Mayor Patrick Giblin had
stated on his Facebook page. He also
noted that the township’s immunity
will be extended to run through a
decision on the fairness hearing.

The full report, brief and support-
ing documents can be found on the
township’s website, cranfordnj.org.

Downtown Plan Expected;
Del Sordi Named RVSA Rep.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor
Alexander Smith and Deputy Mayor
Josh Losardo both expressed confi-
dence on Tuesday that proposals for
the redevelopment of the downtown
will be ready for a public presenta-
tion later next month or very early in
March.

Less than four weeks remain until
the end of a 150-day timetable set
out last September when the town-
ship contracted with Advance Re-
alty Investors — the Bedminster firm
that is developing a redevelopment
plan for the downtown business dis-
trict — and its partner, PS&S Engi-
neering, for the formulation of a plan
for redevelopment of the four public
properties in the downtown.

At Tuesday’s township council
meeting, Mr. Losardo said the top
leaders of the downtown redevelop-
ment committee, which includes the
mayor and himself, met with the de-
veloper as well as the newly-ap-
pointed redevelopment attorney. He
said the developer is “fine-tuning
the finances” and expects that a pre-
sentation will be made behind closed
doors in early February before a
public presentation later in February
or early March. Mayor Smith ech-
oed that confidence and said that
people who have seen the prelimi-
nary plans say it shows “a very excit-
ing prospect for our downtown.”

That first phase will center on the
township-owned properties where the
municipal building, the firehouse and
the library are located as well as the
parking lots adjacent to the municipal
building and library, behind the stores
that front Park Avenue and the park-
ing lot behind the row of businesses
on East Second Street adjacent to the
CVS pharmacy. Redevelopment of
these properties is expected to result

in about 48,000 square feet of new
retail and office space, more than
1,400 new parking spots and 177 new
housing units, 35 of which will be set
aside as affordable-housing units.

The police and fire department
headquarters are expected to be relo-
cated out of the downtown while a
new library will be built in the same
area as the present location on Bartle
Avenue.

In other business, the Democratic-
controlled governing body voted
along party lines to appoint former
councilman and current Democratic
Party Chairman John Del Sordi, Jr.
as the township’s representative to
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority for a five-year term. Effec-
tive February 1, he will replace Rob-
ert LaCosta, the township zoning
officer who has been the RVSA rep-
resentative since 2011 and was the
utility’s chairman in 2017. Both
Mayor Smith and Councilman Ted
Spera opposed the change, with Mr.
Spera saying he did not see the need
for a switch and noted that Mr.
LaCosta “knows the RVSA.” The
mayor agreed, saying that Mr.
LaCosta “has represented us well”
and adding that he did not under-
stand why a change was being made.
Mr. Losardo agreed that Mr. LaCosta
“was a fine representative,” but
added the move was simply “giving
someone new a chance.”

At the start of the meeting, three
new members of the police depart-
ment were sworn in as officer: Brian
Regenthal, Javier Maldonado and
Mathew Lavery. Police Chief Ted
Conley also welcomed back to ser-
vice Officer Richard Sopko after his
recent return from military duty in
Jordan. The council also congratu-
lated Ken Shatten, who is retiring
after 25 years of managing the Senior
Citizen Housing Corp.
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Westfield Parks Plan
ice rink currently located in the
Gumbert Park parking lot. In addi-
tion, a 10-foot paved perimeter trail
would be developed and connected
to Brookside Park in neighboring
Scotch Plains. Turfing three infields
is recommended, at $503,000, with
replacement of playground equipment
costing another $134,000.

A restroom facility is proposed for
Edison Intermediate School at a cost
of $436,000. In addition, two full-
sized artificial turf multipurpose rect-
angular turf fields with lights and

scoreboard are proposed at a cost of
around $2.7 million. A restroom, con-
cessions, and storage building also is
included in the plans.

An amphitheatre is called for at the
town’s Elm Street recreation prop-
erty at an estimated expense of
$536,000. A full-sized artificial turf
multipurpose rectangular field with
lights and a scoreboard is recom-
mended at a cost of $1.3 million.
Other additions call for adding a
restroom facility at $302,000 and a
skate park at $201,000.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
COLORFUL BIBS...During the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service at First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford, a group of girls decorate bibs and onesies for
those at Raphael’s Life House.

Fanwood Council Hears
Report on New Vaping Law
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – Topping the Fan-
wood Council meeting Tuesday
evening, members and guests heard
a report from Megan Avallone, di-
rector of the Westfield Regional
Health Department, regarding the
state’s new vaping legislation.

According to Ms. Avallone, the
legislation prohibits the sale of fla-
vored vaping products in New Jer-
sey and will take effect in April.

According to the legislation
signed by Governor Phil Murphy,
the flavors are meant to market these
products to young people. It was
reported that young people are, in
fact, using the products in alarm-
ingly increasing numbers.

Ms. Avallone also noted that start-
ing in the spring, only shops spe-
cific to selling products containing
nicotine will be allowed to sell them.
This, she noted, will be zero shops
in April within the borough. She
said the flavored pods currently have
the same amount of nicotine as an
entire package of cigarettes.

It was noted that the Westfield
Regional Health Department serves

eight local municipalities including
Fanwood, Garwood, Roselle Park,
Westfield, Summit, Chatham, New
Providence and Mountainside.

In other business, Fanwood resi-
dent Ruth Esehak-Gillespie was ap-
pointed to the borough’s Recreation
Commission. In addition, resident
Michael Laumbach was sworn in as
a member of the environmental com-
mission.

On another matter, an ordinance
was unanimously passed upon first
reading requiring all employees of
the borough to have a direct deposit
system of payment. It was noted
that in the past, only full-time em-
ployees utilized direct deposit. It
was revealed that the second read-
ing that is open for public hearing is
tentatively scheduled for Tuesday,
February 18.

Separately, a resolution was
passed to award Deegan Roofing
$1,100 for roof repairs at the Fan-
wood Memorial Library.

The next Fanwood Council meet-
ing is scheduled for Monday, Feb-
ruary 3, at 7 p.m., at Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue.

Mountainside Raising
Pool Fees 2 Percent

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Paul
Mirabelli asked Tax Assessor Mike
Frangello at last week’s council agenda
meeting to provide a current status of the
borough’s revaluation.

Mr. Frangello explained that the firm
responsible for the revaluation has vis-
ited over 1,900 of Mountainside’s ap-
proximately 2,200 private residences. In
addition they have completed approxi-
mately 25 percent of the commercial prop-
erties. They have set an aggressive target
of mid-February for completion of this
portion of the process. The next step after
this has been completed is an opportunity
for residents to appeal the new assess-
ments.

Recreation Committee Chairwoman,
Councilwoman Deanna Andre, proposed
a 2 percent increase in the Mountainside
Community Pool membership fees. She
stated that this increase was less than the
rate of inflation. She also stated that the
pool is a bargain when compared with
surrounding towns.

The council also introduced an ordi-
nance on first reading to increase the fee
at Tuesday’s regular council meeting.

In other business, the council appointed
the borough engineer to represent the
borough on the Union County Transpor-
tation Advisory Board.

“It is very important for Mountainside
to have representation on this board, as
we are in the center of the Route 22
corridor,” Mayor Mirabelli said.

Interim Borough Administrator Tom
Atkins was appointed as fund commis-
sioner to the Suburban Municipal Joint

Insurance Fund (JIF). Officials explained
at last week’s meeting that Mountainside’s
membership in the JIF has saved the
borough hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars over the past two decades in insur-
ance premiums.

The council also renewed contract with
the Westfield Regional Board of Health
for another year. The renewal represents
a 2 percent increase in price to $41,095
for the year.

“This is another example of a shared
service that Mountainside participates in,
” Councilwoman Andre said at last week’s
meeting.

The council also again approved an
agreement to pay Garden State Fireworks
for the annual July 4th fireworks display.

“Early payment results in the borough
receiving 10 percent more fireworks at
the display,” Mayor Mirabelli explained.

The council introduced an ordinance
to pave Long Meadow and Beechwood
Court The entire $322,000 cost will be
provided by an New Jersey Department
of Transportation (NJDOT) grant.

The borough will continue to have a
professional services contract with the
Gibbons law firm for the borough’s de-
fense in lawsuit brought against the
borough’s police department claiming a
hostile work environment. The contract
will be for no less than $17,500 and no
more than $275,000 for the year.

The final ordinance introduced up-
dates the borough code and will allow the
code to be placed on the borough’s
website. This will allow easier public
access and save on administrative ex-
penses on public inquiries.

Councilwoman Andre said that Darby
Road Public House and Restaurant in
Scotch Plains will once again be running
the snack bar at the pool. She said there
was a large amount of positive feedback
received from residents last year on their
operation of the snack bar.

Councilwoman Andre also informed
the public that single-use plastic bags can
be deposited for recycling at Borough
Hall or the Library. If Mountainside col-
lects 500 pounds or more we will receive
a new bench for the Library.

Councilwoman Rachel Pater informed
the audience of several items of note from
the Historic Preservation Committee. The
first will be held Friday, February 28 will
be the annual Downtown Abbey dinner.
Details are on the committee’s website or
at the library and Borough Hall.

On Saturday, June 6 will be the annual
tour of homes and gardens, they are look-
ing for residents to volunteer their homes
and gardens for the tour. Also in conjunc-
tion with the borough’s 125th anniver-
sary, the Historic Preservation Commit-
tee is assembling and exhibition of wed-
ding dresses. Anyone who would like to
display their dress should contact the
committee.

She also announced the senior lun-
cheon will be held on Friday, February 14
at noon. For information, residents should
call Kim Moriak at Borough Hall for
details.
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