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– Obituaries –Marjorie Rau Ferguson
Marjorie Rau Ferguson died peace-

fully at the home of a caregiver in El
Paso, Texas, on Sunday, December
29, 2019.

The daughter of William and Flo-
rence Coles, Marge was born on March
23, 1917, in Haverhill, Massachusetts.
She grew up in Westfield, New Jersey,
with her siblings, Clifford, William,
Mildred and Edward. She married John
J. (Jack) Rau of Fanwood, New Jersey,
in 1941 in Westfield. Their son, Will-
iam Eugene, was born on December
30, 1942. Jack served and died during
World War II and is buried at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

In February 1947 Marjorie married
James (Jim) Ferguson in Chicago, Illi-
nois. Their three sons, Joseph Coles,
James Jeffery and Richard Mark, were
born November 13, 1947, September
5, 1949, and August 28, 1951, respec-
tively. The family moved from
Cranford, New Jersey, to Rolling Hills
Estates, California, in 1952, where
Jim worked on ship surveying and in
the Merchant Marine. Jim died young,
in 1960. He is buried at Green Hills
Memorial Park in Rancho Palos
Verdes, California.

Marjorie worked as a sought-after
executive assistant in several busi-
nesses. She raised her four sons with

steadfastness and a get-on-with-it at-
titude. They remember with great
fondness her wonderful laugh, espe-
cially in games of charades. She re-
tired from TRW in California and
lived in several places in California,
Arizona, and Texas. She always pre-
ferred the southwest to the northeast
(“too cold,” she’d say). She enjoyed
traveling and visited Zambia, Italy,
England, Mexico, and numerous
places in the U.S. On at least two
occasions, she drove across country
with her four boys and the dog. She
was a skilled bridge player, which
segued into endless good fortune play-
ing the slot machines. She always
enjoyed a meal out, even up until a
couple weeks before she died.

She is survived by her four sons,
their spouses, Marie, Margaret and
Susan, and by eleven grandchildren
and twelve great-grandchildren. All
the family honors and admires the
loving care given to Marge by her son
Joe and daughter-in-law Marie in the
latter years of her life. Maude Brudent
provided gracious skilled care in
Marge’s final years of life.

In honor of their mother, her four
sons will scatter her ashes in a beau-
tiful locale in the West.
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Mary Bannigan, 85,
Beloved Mother

Mary Neafie Bannigan, beloved
mother and sister, daughter of Helen
and Cyril Bradford Neafie, of Roch-
ester, N.Y., and Westfield, N.J.,
passed away on 7 December 2019 at
the age of 85.

Mary was known for her commu-
nity and church involvement. May
she rest eternal.

She is survived by her sister,
Patricia Neafie Schweikart; daugh-
ter, Ann; two sons, Matthew and
Timothy, and her grandson, Zachary.
She will be interred in the Garth at St
Paul’s Episcopal Church, on 19 Janu-
ary at 2 p.m., at the side of her late
husband, Edward J. Bannigan.
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Margaret E. Giannone, Lifelong
Resident, Westfield Business Owner

Margaret E. Giannone, lifelong
resident and Westfield business
owner, passed away peacefully on
Thursday, January 9, 2020. She was
79 years old.

A true “Daughter of Westfield,”
she grew up on the south
side of town. Margaret
attended Columbus El-
ementary School and
graduated Westfield
High School in 1958.
She was in one of the last
classes to attend high
school at the Elm Street
location. She was a huge
fan of Little Richard and
Elvis Presley. Her high
school yearbook aptly
described her as being a
“rock n’ roll fan.”

One of her favorite
places to hang out with
friends during those years was the “car
hop” on Route 22 in Union. It was
there that she met Frank Giannone,
from Madison, N.J. Their first official
date was a Jerry Lee Lewis concert in
Brooklyn, where Lewis set his piano
on fire. They shared a common love of
music and always enjoyed dancing
together. They married in 1960.

After attending business school, she
set her sights on raising her three chil-
dren, Elizabeth, Frank and Jane. How-
ever, Margaret knew she was more
than just a housewife. Her father, Evan
Tudor (E.T.) Williams, was an entre-
preneur and inventor who had instilled
in her a strong work ethic and business
acumen. She worked side-by-side with
her father for many years in their fam-
ily business before opening her own
business, the Brass Shop in Westfield,
in the 1970s.

She would spend the next few de-
cades operating the store, at first with
her husband, Frank, Sr., and later
with her son, Frank, Jr. All the while,
she served as an example of what
women could accomplish in business.
She was a trailblazer who was able to
balance her work with her home life.
Often, she would blur the lines be-
tween the two. Her loyal, kind cus-
tomers and tenants were always
treated as family and always will be.

Margaret was quietly faithful. She
was never loud or brash. Margaret
loved words and old sayings. She
even dabbled in poetry from time to

time.
She wrote...
Life’s Waterfall

Life’s waterfall of bounty comes
tumbling down,

Down to the tributes
of barren land.

To nourish and grow
as a child at its birth

Beneath the soil
brings a bud to the earth.

As life begins from
barren land, so it must
end

As the dust and the
sand.

This bud will grow to
a life-giving thing, only

To die as it once be-
gan.

Somewhere, some-
how, it’s life will regain,

this time strengthened by life’s bitter
pains.

Somewhere life’s waterfall will
once again appear,

To nourish the ground where this
bud will not fear.

This time stronger and hardened,
it’s life will take root,

To bud into beauty of life’s greatest
loot.

She now rejoins her dance partner
and beloved husband in the hereafter.

Margaret will be deeply missed by
all her children, including her daugh-
ter Elizabeth (Betty Ann), her hus-
band, Neal, and their three children,
John, Carl and Catherine. She will
forever be in the heart of her beloved
son, Frank. Margaret will continue to
serve as a spiritual light to her daugh-
ter Jane, her husband, John, and their
children, Joseph and Peter.

She will be very much missed by
her many nieces and nephews and her
long-time friends of 45 plus years,
Aggie Kurzweil of Cranford and
Antoinette Graham of Westfield.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
held at St. Helen’s Church in
Westfield, N.J. on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 15, followed by interment at
Fairview Cemetery.

Memorial donations in Margaret’s
name would be appreciated to St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

Arrangements were by Dooley
Colonial Funeral Home of Westfield.
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Mayors 3K Walk Is
Cancelled For Jan. 18
GARWOOD — In the spirit of

keeping borough residents healthy
and safe, the Mayors Wellness Com-
mittee has cancelled this Saturday’s
Mayors 3K Walk due to the inclement
weather predicted for January 18.

The Mayors Wellness Committee
hopes to see walkers at the next 3K
Walk that is scheduled for Saturday,
February 15, at 9 a.m., in the Garwood
Recreation Complex at the end of
Myrtle Avenue.

Jazz and Civil Rights to Be
Focus of Talk, Performance

Fitness Class to Help
Improve Balance

SCOTCH PLAINS — Yasmin
Ofek from the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jer-
sey will present a balance class for
adults on Friday, January 24, at
10:30 a.m., in the meeting room of
the Scotch Plains Public Library.

The class will integrate prin-
ciples from the Feldenkrais Method
to help create a better connection
between the brain and the body,
while also strengthening the
muscles that keep the body up-
right.

The class will involve sitting and
standing alternately, so participants
are advised to wear good sneakers.
Registration is required.

This program is being offered in
partnership with the Scotch Plains
Mayor’s Wellness Campaign. In
February, the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA will present a chair
fitness class at the library as part of
this winter fitness series.

For more information or to reg-
ister, go to scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or
stop by the library Reference Desk.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

Walter F. Doerr, 103, Family Man,
Avid Cyclist, Had Many Talents

Walter F. Doerr of Westfield
peacefully passed away on Satur-
day, January 11, 2020. He was 103.

Walter was born in his family
home in Kearney, N.J., on Decem-
ber 3, 1916. He gradu-
ated from Kearney High
School in the class of
1934. After a four-year
apprenticeship, he be-
came a tool and die
maker for Hyatt Roller
Bearing. Walter worked
for Hyatt for 40 years,
first in Harrison and then
in Clark, where he
worked until he retired
in 1976.

He met the love of his
life, Loraine, in 1943. He
and Loraine were mar-
ried in 1945. In 1953,
Walter and Loraine
moved to Westfield with their
daughter, Diane. Walter lived in
Westfield for over 65 years.

For many years, Walter was an
avid bicycle enthusiast, and was a
member of the North Jersey
Wheelmen Bicycle Club, where he
had many close friends. He rode
bicycles well into his 90’s, picking
up several medals in age-group com-
petitions along the way.

Walter was very creative. He used
the skills and precision he learned
as a tool and die maker to pursue his
many interests and hobbies. He re-
paired watches. He built clocks. He
designed and built gasoline and
steam engines. He made furniture.

There wasn’t anything he could not
fix or fashion.

However, what Walter will be
most remembered for is his devo-
tion to and love of his family. There

was nothing he would not
do for his Loraine or his
Diane. Their happiness
was his happiness. He
had the same care and
compassion for his en-
tire family. Everyone
who knew Walter knew
him to be kind, generous
and sincere, and always
ready to lend a hand.

Walter was prede-
ceased by his beloved
wife, Loraine; his parents,
Christian Doerr and
Emma Neuhaus Doerr;
his three bothers, Robert,
Elmer and Clifford Doerr,

and a nephew, Christian Doerr. He is
survived by his beloved daughter,
Diane North (John); his grandson,
Geoffrey North (Natalie), and his
great-grandson, Michael North. He
is also survived by his nephews,
James Doerr and Edward Doerr, and
his niece, Ellen Rauh.

A memorial will be held for Walter
at Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake
Funeral Home, 582 Springfield Av-
enue, Westfield, N.J., at 10 a.m.
today, Thursday, January 16, 2020.
In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that donations be made in
Walter’s memory to the American
Heart Association.
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Robert Kolker, 88,
Longtime Westfield Resident

Robert Kolker, 88, passed away
on Monday, December 30, 2019, at
Center for Hope in Scotch Plains.

Born in Newark and raised in
Elizabeth, Bob was a longtime resi-
dent of Westfield before moving to
Clark in 2016. He was a quiet man
who spoke through his actions, with
a strong moral compass which he
instilled in his entire family. While
his professional passion was in chem-
istry, he spent many years as the
owner of Kolker’s Toy Store in Eliza-
beth. He enjoyed reading, stamp
collecting, volunteering, model
building and a good poker game.
Bob was a veteran of the U.S. Army
and served in Korea.

He is survived by his wife of 62
years, Elaine (Unger); a daughter,
Jane Jylkka (Dan) of Wethersfield,

Conn., and two sons, Glenn (Mariel)
of Chatham and Joel (Anne Sheerin)
of Falls Church, Va. He is also sur-
vived by his sister, Harriet Warner
(Jerry). Bob was blessed with eight
grandchildren, Andrew Jylkka, Jeff
Kolker, Adam Kolker, Tess Kolker,
Gabe Kolker, Donovan Kolker,
Merrill Shoup and Ella Shoup.

Funeral services took place on
Thursday, January 2, at Temple
Beth O’r/Beth Torah in Clark. Ar-
rangements were handled by
Menorah Chapels at Millburn in
Union.

Donations in his name can be made
to Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah, 111
Valley Road, Clark, N.J. 07066 or
Jewish Family Service, 655 Westfield
Avenue, Elizabeth, N.J. 07208.
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Red Cross Posts
Local Blood Drives

AREA — The American Red Cross
has revealed that blood drives will be
held on Monday, January 20, 1 to 6
p.m., at Christ Church, 561 Spring-
field Avenue, Summit, and Sunday,
January 26, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield, 140
Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

Donors are encouraged to make an
appointment using the Red Cross
Blood Donor app, visiting
RedCrossBlood.org, calling 1-(800)-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or
enabling the Blood Donor Skill on
any Alexa Echo device.

Victorian Women In Botanic
Art to Be Focus of Program
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park

Conservancy invites the community
to join its members in welcoming
back garden historian Lesley Parness
for a presentation entitled “Suitable
For Framing: A Victorian Woman’s
Place In Botanic Art & Illustration.”
This event will take place on Tues-
day, February 25, at 7 p.m., at the
Cranford Community Center.

When renowned British botanist
John Lindley wrote “Ladies’
Botany” in 1834, he did so to block
women from, not welcome them
into, the academic world of horti-
culture. Attendees at the upcoming
program will learn how women fig-
ured it out anyway and managed to
contribute to science, influence pub-
lic taste and advance their own craft.

The Victorian artists featured range
from rebels to spinsters, suffragettes
to missionary wives, and are high-
lighted with beautiful imagery and
humor, according to the Conservancy.

Ms. Parness is the retired superinten-
dent of horticultural education at New

Jersey’s Morris County Park Commis-
sion, where she oversaw programming
at The Frelinghuysen Arboretum,
Willowwood Arboretum and Bamboo
Brook Outdoor Education Center.

She is a member of the Herb Soci-
ety of America, The Council on Hor-
ticultural and Botanical Literature,
and Garden State Gardens, a consor-
tium of New Jersey’s public gardens,
of which she is a founding member.

The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. This program is free and
open to the public. No registration is
required, but seating is available on a
first-come, first-served basis. This
presentation is sponsored by the
Hanson Park Conservancy. To learn
more, visit the organization’s website,
hansonparkconservancy.com, or like
the Conservancy on Facebook.

This history program is made pos-
sible in part by a HEART (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Galen Abdur-Razzaq

CRANFORD — In a one-night-
only appearance on Monday, Febru-
ary 3, at 7 p.m., master flutist Galen
Abdur-Razzaq will visit the Cranford
Community Center for a lecture and
performance entitled “Jazz and the
Civil Rights Movement.”

Mr. Abdur-Razzaq will discuss
and perform jazz pieces by artists
who contributed to the formation
and progress of the Civil Rights
movement. This program is spon-
sored by the Friends of the Cranford
Public Library.

Born in Montclair, Mr. Abdur-
Razzaq has performed domestically
and internationally for more than
30 years, traveling to universities,
concert halls, festivals and libraries
around the globe. He holds a
Master’s degree in Education and
Performing Arts from Rutgers Uni-
versity and studied music at the
Berklee College of Music.

During his performances and lec-
tures, Mr. Abdur-Razzaq seeks to
provide listeners with an under-
standing and appreciation of jazz –
its theory, its musicians and its his-
torical significance.

In “Jazz and the Civil Rights Move-
ment,” he will address some of those
who took a public stand against the
discriminatory practices of the times,
using their influence to speak to the
consciences of the American people.

This group included Leonard
Bernstein, John Coltrane, Charlie
Parker, Miles Davis, Harry Belafonte,
Sidney Poitier, Charlton Heston,
Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis, Jr., Nina
Simone, Charles Mingus and Ray
Charles. To learn more about Mr.
Abdur-Razzaq, visit flutejuice.net.

Admission is free and all are wel-
come. The Cranford Community Cen-
ter is located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford, and is accessible to all.

Bereavement Seminar To
Help Those Facing a Loss

CRANFORD – The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford is prepar-
ing for its free, eight-week seminar
entitled “Journey to Wholeness —
Healing the Grieving Heart,” which
will take place every Sunday from
January 26 to March 15.

Those interested in attending this
seminar need to sign up by Saturday,
January 25. Registration is required
to attend this event. To register, call
Patti Williams, R.N., seminar founder
and certified pastoral bereavement
counselor, at (908) 709-1341.

Sessions will run from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. in the church’s Snyder Chapel.
This location is handicapped-acces-
sible. Teaching is interactive and the
small groups are paired with a facilita-
tor who has faced the same loss. The
First Presbyterian Church is located at
11 Springfield Avenue, Cranford.

Eight sessions, each designed to
lead a person through the process of
grief, will help those who have suf-
fered any type of loss better under-
stand the process and learn ways to
cope, while also practicing self-care.
Mrs. Williams and Virginia Waters,
Ph.D., a psychologist, have helped
almost 3,000 people experience heal-
ing, find new purpose for their lives
and feel joy once again.

“There are many types of loss –
death, divorce, illness, moving, rejec-
tion, life transitions, and more,” said
Mrs. Williams. “In the end, each one
must be grieved and processed in its
own unique way. Your loss may have
occurred last week, or maybe ten years
ago, but it can still require healing, and
the grief seminar is here to help guide
you through that journey.”

The sessions include learning about
the stages of grief and understanding
the tasks of the grieving process, cop-
ing strategies and tools for the jour-
ney, taking good care of oneself, deal-
ing with changes, decisions, loneli-
ness, holidays and anniversaries,
building a support system and more.

Both of the leaders and all of the
facilitators have experienced loss
within their lives and share from “the
inside out.” Participants are invited
to bring family members and friends
with them. All faiths are welcome.

The seminar is dedicated to Mrs.
Williams’ late husband, the Reverend
Dr. Bruce D. Williams, who had a
vision for this program and a desire to
help others deal with their pain and
suffering during their time of loss.

For more information about the
program, visit firstprescranford.org/
journey-to-wholeness-healing-the-
grieving-heart/.


