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1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ  07076 

908-889-8800 • www.jccnj.org

Please join our 
Not-Your-Typical 
Special Needs 
Resource Fair

February 2 • 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Questions?  Contact Courtney Teicher at cteicher@jccnj.org 
or 908-889-8800 x227.

FREE and open to the community!

Over 30 vendors!

Wide variety of specialties!

Recreation options and skills training!

Resource vendors!

V e n d o r s
Enrichment/Recreation

ARC • Camp Yachad • Creative Kids • Del Martial Arts • Game U • Silent Events • 

Therapies

Learning RX • Speech and Hearing Associates • Therapy Garage • 

Resources

Temple Emanu-El • Temple Sholom

Don’t Play Politics
with Your Portfolio

You’re probably aware this is an
election year. During the next
several months, the candidates will
discuss issues that should greatly
interest you as a citizen. But as an
investor, how concerned should you
be with the results  of  the
presidential and congressional
elections?

Maybe not as much as you might
think. At different times, the financial
markets have
performed well and
poorly under different
administrations and
when different parties
have controlled
Congress. And after all
the votes are counted,
outcomes in the
investment markets can
be unpredictable.
Consequently, you’ll
be helping yourself
greatly by not making
big moves in your
portfolio in
anticipation of new
legislation or political
moves down the line.

Of course, that’s not
to say that nothing
emerging from Washington could
ever have an impact on your
investment decisions. For example,
if a future president and Congress
decide to change the capital gains
tax rate, it could affect some of
your choices, such as which stocks
and stock-based mutual funds you
should buy, and how long you
should hold them.

Overall, though, your investment
results will ultimately depend on
actions you can take, including
these:

• Making changes for the right
reasons – While the results of an
election may not be a good reason
to make changes in your investment
portfolio,  other factors can
certainly lead you to take steps in
this direction. For one thing, as
you get closer to retirement, you
may want to shift some – though
certainly not  al l  – of  your
investment dollars from more
growth-oriented vehicles to more
conservative ones. Conversely, if
you decide, well in advance, that
you might want to retire earlier
than you originally thought, you
may need to invest  more
aggressively, being aware of the
increased risk involved.

• Following a long-term strategy
– In pretty much all walks of life,

there are no shortcuts to success –
and the same is true with investing.
You need to follow a long-term
strategy based on your goals, risk
tolerance and time horizon, and
you need the patience and
perseverance to keep investing in
all  markets – up,  down and
sideways.

• Avoiding mistakes – Many
people think of an investment

mistake as failing to
“get in on the ground
floor” of some
company that
ultimately grew to
huge proportions.
But it’s pretty hard
to become an early
investor in
companies l ike
these, many of which
start out as privately
held businesses
without any
s t o c k h o l d e r s .
F u r t h e r m o r e ,
companies with
shorter track records
can be much more
u n p r e d i c t a b l e
i n v e s t m e n t s .

However, you do want to avoid
some real mistakes, such as chasing
“hot” stocks. By the time you hear
about them, they may already be
cooling off, and they might not
even be appropriate for your needs.
Another mistake:  fai l ing to
diversify your portfolio. If you only
own one type of asset, such as
growth stocks, you could take a big
hit during a market downturn.
Spreading your dollars over a wide
range of investments can help lower
your risk exposure. (However,
diversification by itself can’t
guarantee a profit or protect against
all losses.)

After Election Day, regardless
of the outcome, you can help keep
your portfolio on track by not
playing politics with it.

This article was written by
Edward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADDRESSING THE COMMITTEE...State Senate Republican Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr.  (R-21st, Westfield) addresses the 2020 Cranford Township
Committee at Thursday’s reorganization meeting.

African-American Women
Health Bill Clears Panel

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Minority Leader Tom Kean Jr.’s (R-
21st, Westfield) legislation to im-
prove the health of African-Ameri-
can women has been approved by
the Senate Budget and Appropria-
tions Committee.

“Minority women have suffered
with more deaths, complications and
serious diseases in every aspect of
women’s health, and the disparity has
persisted for more than five decades,”
Mr. Kean said. “There’s no reason we
can’t close the gap and significantly
improve the health outcomes for new
mothers and their children. This ini-
tiative will help us discover the causes
and address the issues. We cannot
accept mortality rates three to four
times higher for pregnant African-
American women.”

The bipartisan bill, A-5029/S-
3522, directs the New Jersey Office
of Minority and Multicultural Health
to study factors influencing the dra-
matic differences in death, disease
and injury rates between white fe-
males and women of color.

The study would consider how ra-
cial and ethnic disparities in health
outcomes can be addressed. Within a
year, the findings would be reported
by the office to the governor and the
Legislature.

“This groundwork will aid in the
identification and development of
innovative projects to improve the
health of minority women through-
out the state,” Mr. Kean noted. “Ul-
timately, we will elevate the health
and care of all women.”

Mr. Kean and Democrat co-spon-
sor Senator Ron Rice (D-28th, New-
ark) have teamed up on several new
laws addressing the maternal mor-
tality crisis in New Jersey in the past
year.

S-3405/A-5021, signed into law in
August, expands the State Medicaid
program to cover group prenatal care
services pursuant with guidelines set
forth by Centering Pregnancy. Group
prenatal care is an innovative model
with comparable pregnancy outcomes

to individual prenatal care in the gen-
eral population and improved out-
come in some demographic groups.

S-3406 targets New Jersey’s high
maternal and infant mortality rates
for African-Americans and became
law in May. It codifies requirements
for the completion of a Perinatal Risk
Assessment form by healthcare pro-
viders to aid in gathering common
information about Medicaid-eligible
expectant women.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A PLEDGE TO SERVE GARWOOD...Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
administers the oath of office to Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock for a second
three-year term at Monday’s borough reorganization.

Funniest Lawyer in New Jersey

Jon Bramnick to open at

Catch a Rising Star in Princeton

Saturday, February 15th 2020
(Two Shows: 7:30pm & 9:30pm)

Catch a Rising Star Comedy Club

at the Hyatt Regency Princeton

102 Carnegie Center on US1 North

Princeton, NJ 08540

Buy tickets online: www.catcharisingstar.com

Jayson M. Astel, CFP®,
AAMS® Financial Advisor

New Law Requires NJT
To Study Restoring RVL
Full-Time Direct Service

TRENTON — Legislation spon-
sored by Senate Republican Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) requiring NJ Transit to
study the restoration of the Raritan
Valley Line’s full-time direct rail ser-
vice to New York Penn Station was
signed into law.

“Raritan Valley Line commuters
deserve a one-seat ride to Manhat-
tan,” Mr. Kean said. “Restoring full-
time, one-seat rides will increase prop-
erty values and cut travel times. The
enactment of this study is a step in the
right direction to get the RVL back on
track, leading to shorter, smoother,
and safer commutes.”

Mr. Kean’s bipartisan legislation, S-
3574/A-5256, calls for a feasibility
study on offering Raritan Valley Line
customers full-time direct rail service
to Manhattan’s New York Penn Station.

“I have long fought for a one-seat
ride to New York Penn that doesn’t
require commuters to waste time
switching trains as they travel to and
from work each day,” Mr. Kean added.
“While we have restored off-peak
service, I am hopeful this study will
help us find the answers we need to
give NJ Transit commuters the qual-
ity of service they deserve.”

Senator Kean said he has worked
closely with his constituents and ad-

vocacy groups, including the Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition and the Raritan
Valley Line Mayor’s Alliance, to make
a one-seat ride a reality.

Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Lin-
den), who also was a sponsor of the
bill, commented that: “The loss of the
one-seat ride to Manhattan has been
felt throughout my district and sur-
rounding counties. The Raritan Val-
ley Line is a large rail operation with
strong ridership numbers and it is
perplexing to me, and to those in the
area, why NJ Transit would view this
passage to New York City as expend-
able. Our businesses, our residents
and our economy are feeling the ef-
fects of this loss every day. Today’s
signing is a sigh of relief for everyone
feeling the effects from the continued
temporary loss of revenue, the loss of
time and the loss of tax dollars, which
cannot continue to persist without
incurring permanent losses.

“I echo the strong advocacy dis-
played by the Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition in calling for NJ Transit to
re-commission the one-seat railcar.
Alleviating the monetary strain on
businesses and local economies
throughout the region and ending the
inconvenience of ballooned travel
times riders are experiencing is para-
mount,” Mr. Scutari said.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION

TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned will expose for sale at Public Auction, in
accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and locations specified below, the following
motor vehicles which came into the possession of the Scotch Plains Police Department
through abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.

All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.

Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at time
of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.

The public auction shall be held on January 21, 2020 in accordance with the laws of the
State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

The following vehicle may be examined at Northeast Collision 1128 North Avenue,
Plainfield, New Jersey at 8:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 8:45 am.

MAKE YEAR VIN NO. MINIMUM BID
MAZDA  2005 JM1BK323651284036 $3,450.00

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 01/16/20, The Times Fee: $38.76

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT

FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Jardim, Meisner and
Susser PC, 30B Vreeland Road, Suite
100, Florham Park, New Jersey 07932

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
render legal services in furtherance of ex-
traordinary duties of the Town Attorney for
the Town of Westfield.

DURATION: One year term ending De-
cember 31, 2020, which may be renewed
for two (2) additional one (1) year terms, at
the Town’s discretion.

AMOUNT: Fee not to exceed $220,000
charged to Legal Account 120-211.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 01/16/20, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

The Tax Assessment List for the Town of
Westfield for the 2020 Tax Year will be
open for inspection on Monday, February
3, 2020 between the hours of 8:30 A.M.
and 4:30 P.M. in the Tax Assessors Office,
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey.

Annmarie Switzer, CTA
Tax Assessor

1 T - 01/16/20, The Leader Fee: $11.22


