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Courtesy Facebook/Town of Westfield
LET THE CELEBRATION BEGIN...The celebration of the 300th anniversary of
Westfield’s settlement kicked off last Tuesday when Mayor Shelley Brindle,
pictured right, Fourth Ward Councilwoman Dawn Mackey, and town historian,
Robert Wendel, raised the Westfield 300 flag at Town Hall.

Courtesy of Westfield Public Schools
STEM AND GINGERBREAD...Fourth graders in Elizabeth Reilly’s class at Washington Elementary School in Westfield
participated in a seasonal STEM project in December that combined technology, teamwork and gingerbread.

Courtesy of Borough of Mountainside
NEWLY SWORN IN...Donna Pacifico is sworn in last Tuesday as the newest
member of the Mountainside Borough Council by Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz
(R-21st, Summit). She replaces Glenn Mortimer, who did not seek reelection in
November after 21 years on the governing body.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Downtown Committee
Embarks On Busy Year

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the downtown redevelopment commit-
tee kicked off what’s expected to be a
busy and significant year last Wednes-
day by discussing new overlay-zone
ordinances that need to be adopted by
the township council by mid-year.

Planner Michael Mistretta briefed
the committee on the proposed ordi-
nances that will put into place overlay
zones on properties in the seven phases
slated for development. An overlay
zone, he explained, is “a zone on top of
a zone,” essentially adding a second
zone to an existing one that will allow a
developer to build on a property that
may not be designated for, say, multi-
unit housing.

It was emphasized that private prop-
erty owners will make any decisions on
what they want to do with their proper-
ties. They will not be obligated in any
way to redevelop their properties or to

sell to a developer.
A court order a year ago mandated

that the township enact the overlays
zones by June 30 for properties along
two segments of Terrill Road, two seg-
ments of East Second Street, Park Av-
enue from East Second Street to the
Fanwood border, the central business
district where four township-owned
properties are the initial focus of the
committee’s redevelopment efforts and
the Snuffy’s property that is being rede-
veloped into a supermarket and a com-
muter park-and-ride lot. Similar over-
lay zones have already been put into
place on properties near the Scotch
Hills Country Club that are targeted for
housing developments.

Mr. Mistretta showed the committee
photographs and artist renderings of
developments in neighboring towns like
Westfield, Garwood and Cranford to
give them an idea of what multi-story
mixed-use and apartment buildings
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Education -- Edison Intermedi-
ate School, First Marking Period
Honor Roll; Westfield High School,
First Marking Period Honor Roll;
Washington School to Present The
Wizard of West Bizarre.

Area News -- Official Charged

With Fraudulently Billing City.
Sports -- Cougars Capture 6th

Straight UCT Mat Title; Blue Dev-
ils Dazzle Raider Boys In Hoops;
Cougars Halt Raiders In Mat Ri-
valry Clash; High School Sport
Shorts.

Cranford Committee
Reviews Projected Budget
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee last Saturday morning reviewed
16 separate department budgets which
will comprise the 2020 municipal
spending plan. Last year’s municipal
budget was $39 million.

Municipal departments including
the Swim Pool Utility, police depart-
ment, emergency management depart-
ment, fire department, public works,
administration, engineering, munici-
pal court and TV 35 presented their
budgets. Each department’s director
is responsible for presenting an over-
view of requests for the 2020 budget
to the township committee and
Cranford’s Chief Municipal Finan-
cial Officer Lavona Patterson, Town-
ship Administrator Jamie Cryan said.

“The goal of the budget workshop
is to provide fiscal governance and
clear information on how the town-
ship is using taxpayer funds,” Mayor
Patrick Giblin explained.

Mr. Cryan said each department’s
request allows the township commit-
tee to understand revenue changes
and funding request changes on a
year-to-year basis.

After hearing each department’s
director requests, the township com-
mittee will discuss the qualitative
analysis in several executive sessions
before a final municipal budget will
be approved before the New Jersey
mandated spring budget deadline, Mr.
Cryan said.

“A lot of work has gone into the
budget process up to this point. I want
to thank our CMFO, Lavona
Patterson, and all the others who
worked tirelessly to get us to where
we are today,” Mr. Cryan said.

The building department has re-
quested a budget increase from
$1,266,900 in 2019 to $1,710,000
for this year, stated Director Richard
Belluscio.

The Swim Pool Utility budget pro-
posal represents an increase from
$1,718,111 in 2019 to $1,737,658 in
2020, or 1.1 percent over last year,
Recreation Director Steve Robertazzi
said. He said the budget increase re-
sulted from minimum-wage increases
as well as increased maintenance costs

to test and maintain three separate
municipal-operated pools. The in-
crease represents a 1.4-percent over-
all budget hike, stated Mr. Robertazzi.

“The membership across munici-
pal pools for Cranford and all sur-
rounding towns continues to go lower
and lower,” Mr. Robertazzi said.

Mr. Robertazzi said as the state’s
minimum wage continues to rise as
per state-approved increases, the costs
associated with operating all the pools,
including staff and associated main-
tenance contracts, will probably rise
in upcoming years as well.

CMFO Patterson said the township
committee should consider the costs
associated with operating three mu-
nicipal pools within one town. The
township operates the Orange Av-
enue and Centennial Avenue pools as
well as the Cranford Pool and Fitness
Center.

Cranford Police Chief Ryan Greco
said the police department will be
requesting $6,777,976, an increase
of 4.26 percent. The department’s
2019 approved amount was
$6,501,079. Chief Greco said the
township committee should consider
raising the Cranford Train Station
parking permits to be aligned with
Westfield’s rates.

“We are one stop closer to New
York. Often Westfield residents will
park in Cranford because the rates are
lower and the commute home is faster
than the train,” Chief Greco said.

Chief Greco said Cranford Train
Station parking permits currently cost
$600 annually. Westfield charges
$700 per year for a commuter park-
ing permit while Linden charges $900,
he said.

The Office of Emergency Manage-
ment requested $10,000, which re-
main equal to the 2019 municipal
budgeted amount, stated Chief Greco.

The fire department budget requests
reflected a minor increase from
$3,701,933 in 2019 to a requested
$3,839,629 in 2020, an increase of
3.7 percent over 2019, Fire Chief
Dan Czeh said.

“The minimal increase can be cred-
ited with previously negotiated con-
tract increases. Several of our guys
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Radio Freq. Expert Continues
Testimony on Cell Tower

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Glenn Pierson, a
radio frequency expert, testified for

the third time in front of Cranford’s
Board of Adjustment Monday night,
answering questions from Cranford
and Westfield residents as well as
Robert Simon, an attorney for Union
County Residents United, a group of
citizens who oppose the building of a
cell tower at the Cranford campus of
Union County College.

As previously reported in The
Westfield Leader, the proposed tower
is a 140-foot monopole, which will
reach 148 feet with concealment
branches to give the illusion of a tree,
where the town ordinance allows
structures to be 70 feet. The currently
proposed site for the tower is 229 feet
from the nearest residence, which is
approximately 215 feet closer than

allowed by Cranford zoning regula-
tions.

Mr. Pierson said this pole is the
culmination of a 20-year project of
Verizon to enhance cellular coverage
in this area. He also said approxi-
mately 3,350 local residents will have
better coverage, taking his informa-
tion from the 2010 U.S. census. Other
site options were determined unus-
able, said Mr. Pierson. Properties such
as Dreyer Farms and the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church denied a
building proposal from Verizon, ac-
cording to Mr. Simon. Mr. Pierson
said the process of determining sites
starts with individual carriers re-
searching “site acquisition” in the area
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
RECOGNIZING KIDS GINGERBREAD MAKING...Westfield Councilwoman
Dawn Mackey, pictured center, and Mayor Shelley Brindle, right, present the
award of the gingerbread making contest in the category of Kids Effort to Donna
Corea’s p.m. pre-kindergarten class of Lincoln School for their rendition of the
Lincoln School Playground. The award was presented to Mrs. Corea, left, at
Tuesday’s council meeting.

DWC Twitter Not Hacked,
Tweet Was ‘Fabricated’

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A recent investiga-
tion has found that the Downtown
Westfield Corporation’s (DWC) Twit-
ter feed was not hacked, Mayor
Shelley Brindle said at Tuesday’s town
council meeting.

“We recently received findings
from an investigation from an alleged
Twitter incident in October,” she said.
“After a thorough review by foren-
sics investigators, they found no evi-
dence of unauthorized access to the

DWC Twitter account, nor could they
find evidence supporting the very
existence of the alleged tweet.”

“The tweet was never posted, and
was in fact fabricated,” she said of the
incident that happened in late Octo-
ber 2019 when a political comment
was posted.

“I’m disheartened to know the true
cause of this issue was the deliberate
circulation of misinformation in-
tended to discredit not only Kathleen
Miller Prunty…but the DWC as a
whole…,” Mayor Brindle said.

“The employees were
distraught...and I’m disgusted...,”
Mayor Brindle said. “I hope we can
show Westfield is better than this.”

The search for a new director of the
DWC is underway, with Kathleen
Miller Prunty’s interim position to
come to an end in late February, Mayor
Brindle announced at Tuesday’s meet-
ing. Ms. Miller Prunty was elected in
November as a commissioner in Cran-
ford and was appointed to serve as
deputy mayor in 2020.

In separate business, Mayor Brindle
reminded residents to lock cars and
not to leave car keys in the vehicle.
“Car thefts have been on the rise in
many towns, including Westfield,”
Mayor Brindle said. “Westfield po-
lice have been working exhaustively
on this car theft issue.”

Regarding the future of the Rialto
Theatre, Mayor Brindle said the town
is to issue a request for proposals for
a consultant with specific experience
in performing arts, and also will ap-
ply to receive grant funding to help
pay for the consultant.

On January 15, the Parks and Rec-
reation strategic plan is to be un-
veiled, and the mayor said she is “so
excited about the possibilities.”

“Taking the holistic approach was
the right one,” she said.

A new Human Relations Advisory
Committee (HRAC) is slated to be
formed at the next council meeting,
Mayor Brindle announced. It will help
ensure the community fosters
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