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Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
SWEARING IN GARWOOD BEST..Garwood Police Chief James Wright pins
the badge on Officer Ian Rivera, pictured left, the newest member of the Garwood
Police Department, at Monday’s reorganization meeting. Pictured, at right, is
Mayor Sara Todisco, who swore in Officer Rivera.

Paul Lachenaurer for The Westfield Leader
NEW DEPUTY MAYOR...Newly elected Cranford Commissioner Kathleen
Miller Prunty is sworn in as deputy mayor for 2020 by Governor Phil Murphy at
Thursday’s reorganization meeting. Ms. Prunty is beginning her first three-year
term as commissioner of finance.
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Mirabella Named Chairman;
Estrada Announces Final Yr.

Vine Ripe Closes
North Avenue Market

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
CLOSED...Vine Ripe Market on North Avenue in Westfield closes suddenly.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Vine Ripe Mar-
ket closed its doors last week after
some four years operating at its North
Avenue location in Westfield.

Gene Jannotti, executive direc-
tor of the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce, said he
knew the business had been strug-
gling of late.

“It’s very unfortunate to lose the
Vine Ripe Market in town. Frank
Bruno, the owner, has been a very
strong supporter of the Chamber of
Commerce. We hold numerous events
there, and he has been a good sponsor
of the chamber, so we hate to see a
person like that have to close his
doors,” Mr. Jannotti said.

Vine Ripe took the space previ-
ously occupied by the Lindeman
Buick dealership, which still owns

the building.
Mayor Shelley Brindle lives across

the street from the market and would
stop by three times a week.

“(Running) a small business is su-
per, super hard,” the mayor said.

“They were a great invested mem-
ber of our community. Squeezing out
a profit margin surrounded by gro-
cery stores, Trader Joe’s (and) a Whole
Foods in Clark, is just really, really
hard, and I think it’s a tremendous
loss,” Mayor Brindle told The
Westfield Leader.

The market was hard hit by a July 3
power outage caused by the partial
collapse of the Paperboard building
on North Avenue in Garwood.

“When you are running on such a
thin (profit) margin, you rely on days
(Fourth of July sales) like that...That
can be a very big blow, but very hard
to make up,” she said.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – Alexander Mirabella
has been named 2020 chairman for
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, the fifth time he will
head the nine-member board. Angel
Estrada, who has been a board mem-
ber since 2000, was named vice-chair-
man for what was announced will be
his final year as a freeholder.

Mr. Mirabella previously served as
chairman in 2001, 2006, 2009 and
2012.

At Sunday’s 164th reorganization
meeting, Freeholders Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford, Rebecca Wil-
liams of Plainfield and Sergio
Granados of Elizabeth were sworn in
for new terms. Democrats have held
the majority on the board for 25 years.
Ms. Kowalski, who has served on the
board since 2005, is beginning her
sixth term, while Mr. Granados is
beginning his third term after joining
the board in 2013 when long-time
Freeholder Dan Sullivan resigned.
Ms. Williams joined the board in June
of 2018 following the resignation of
Linda Carter upon her elevation to
the State Assembly.

In addition, County Surrogate
James LaCorte of Union took the
oath to begin his fifth, five-year term.
He was first elected in 1999 follow-
ing the death of long-time surrogate
Ann Conti.

State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden), who served as a free-
holder from 1998 to 2004, recalled
that Mr. LaCorte’s father was mayor
of Elizabeth in the 1950s.

Mr. LaCorte noted that 60 county
residents were killed in the 9/11 at-
tacks in New York City. In that re-
gard, he said his staff treats all those
who come to his office the same way
9/11 families were treated, “with a
sense of respect.”

“They are all living their own per-
sonal September 11th,” he said.

Prior to her being sworn in to a new
term as freeholder, Cranford Mayor
Patrick Giblin called Freeholder
Kowalski a “tireless advocate for

Cranford,” reflected in her efforts
such as working with the Raritan Val-
ley Line Coalition on a one-seat ride
to Manhattan, tackling flood-control
issues, as well as addressing parks
and recreation and conservation and
recycling.

During the chair’s annual address,
Mr. Mirabella announced several new
initiatives the county will undertake.
Among them are expansion of the
Union County Regional Dispatch
Center, which is based out of
Westfield. The center currently
handles calls for 14 towns and two
medical centers as well as six county
and regional units.

“And usage is expected to grow,”
Mr. Mirabella said in his speech. He
also said the county will distribute 62
radios to fire departments in Clark,
Fanwood, Garwood, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Mountainside and
Plainfield.

He also said the county will partner
with Kean University and munici-
palities to get a “complete count” of
county residents, “ensuring the high-
est participation in the 2020 Census.”
High-school students will also assist
the county in the effort, he said.

Freeholder Mirabella said the
county would repurpose property on
Cushing Road in Scotch Plains, “to
serve as a working farm created and
run by students at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools.”

On the health front, he said the
county would partner with the inter-
national Prevention Access “Unde-
tectable = Untransmittable” Cam-
paign in support of efforts to eradi-
cate HIV and end HIV-related stigma,
noting that Governor Phil Murphy
also has signed New Jersey on to the
campaign.

Mr. Mirabella said the county will
start a program called “Fresh Start” to
provide mobile bathing and laundry
service for people in need. He also
said the county is in the midst of
developing a master plan for the Clark
reservoir. The county took over the
150-acre reservoir in 2008. In addi-

Man Pleads Guilty to Gun
Outside Tamaques School

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

WESTFIELD — A Delaware man
who was found to be in possession of
a handgun, numerous rounds of am-
munition, and a folding knife outside
a Westfield elementary school last
year has pleaded guilty in the case
and is now facing a five-year jail
term, acting Union County Prosecu-
tor Lyndsay V. Ruotolo announced

Monday.
Thomas J. Wilkie, 46, of Bear, Del.,

pleaded guilty Monday before Union
County State Superior Court Judge
William A. Daniel, admitting to a
single count of second-degree unlaw-
ful possession of a weapon.

At approximately 3:55 p.m. on
Thursday, June 13, 2019, Westfield
Police Department patrol officers and
detectives responded to Tamaques
Elementary School on a report from
the New Castle County Police De-
partment in Delaware that a man later
identified as Wilkie was en route to
the school and potentially armed, ac-
cording to Union County Assistant
Prosecutor Theresa Hilton, who pros-

ecuted the case.
The school was placed on lockdown

as a precautionary measure to iden-
tify potential threats. Arriving offic-
ers located Wilkie, holding a .45-
caliber handgun loaded with hollow-
point bullets, in the front seat of his
vehicle, a 2019 Mitsubishi SUV,
parked in the school’s parking lot.
Two additional loaded clips of am-
munition and a folding knife were
recovered from Wilkie’s person, while
130 additional rounds of ammunition
were located in the vehicle’s trunk.

Wilkie was taken into custody with-
out incident and lodged in the Union
County jail in Elizabeth, where he
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Community -- Westfield Mayor
Promises Kept: Year 2019; Letters:
“In Support of Malinowski” by Mike
Mullen, Cranford, “The Breath of
Treason Grows In The Capitol, The
Speaker” by Walter Sosnosky,
Kenilworth, “Trump’s Drastic Deci-
sion to Kill Soleimani Happened In
a Vacuum” by Karen Egert, Spring-
field; Franklin School pictures; Co-

lumbia Bank Announces the Appoint-
ment of Daniel M. White to Vice
President, Consumer Banking Mar-
ket Manager.

Sports -- Blue Devils Top  Raiders
in Service Salute Mat Classic;
Rahway Swipes Victory From Cou-
gar Cagers; Blue Devil Cagers Hold
Off Plainfield; Cougars Jolt Rahway
in Wrestling Alumni Night.

Brindle Delivers State of Town;
New Council Members Sworn In
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In the year ahead,
as outlined in the State of the Town
address given by Mayor Shelley
Brindle at the governing body’s an-
nual reorganization meeting Tuesday,
Westfield is establishing key priori-
ties to revitalize the downtown. These
include addressing parking deficien-
cies with “sensible opportunities for
expansion”; providing a “broader
variety” of downtown commercial
businesses; developing new open
spaces, public meeting spaces and
cultural arts opportunities; seeking
an envisioned performing arts center
at the Rialto Theatre; a new slate of
housing stock, and a focus by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation on
“economic development.”

There will be attention given to
new parks and recreation opportuni-
ties, as well as new water fountains,
restrooms and trails in the town parks.
The town will seek to prioritize qual-
ity-of-life issues, such as continued
efforts regarding the Raritan Valley

Line one-seat ride; a “holistic” circu-
lation and traffic management plan;
plans to “strengthen” the Historic
Preservation ordinance to “protect
the historic charter of our town” and
expanding “sensible investment in
infrastructure.” Mayor Brindle said
she wants to see Westfield become
the “leader in sustainability” and the
town will expand the Green Team.
The strategic plan for parks and rec-
reation is to be unveiled next week,
she noted. Also, Westfield is celebrat-
ing the 300th anniversary of the town’s
settlement, and has raised a flag out-
side Town Hall, she announced to a
standing-room-only audience.

“In closing, let’s remind ourselves
the most important quality-of-life
issue...can only truly be solved by all
of us, and that is a commitment to
living up to the ideals of the kind of
community we want to be. One that
prioritizes compassion, acceptance,
kindness and empathy. One that cel-
ebrates and welcomes diversity. And
works through disagreements civilly
and respectfully,” Mayor Brindle said.

Council members James Boyes, rep-
resenting Ward 1; Mark Parmelee, rep-
resenting Ward 2; incumbent Mark
LoGrippo, representing Ward 3, and
Scott Katz, representing Ward 4, were
personally provided with certificates
for their elected role as council person
by Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi. Each was then sworn in as a
member of the governing body.
Westfield’s governing body will hold
a democratic majority, with Demo-
crats holding seven of the eight coun-
cil seats. Councilman LoGrippo is the
sole Republican on the governing body.

At the start and close of the meet-
ing, the Reverend William M. Will-
iams, III, of the First United Method-
ist Church of Westfield, gave the in-
vocation and benediction. As he be-
gan his prayer he told the audience
that his hope is “the spirit of love
continues to bring us together” and
that it will lead the community to
wake up each day and say, “it’s a
beautiful day in Westfield and our
neighborhood,” taking inspiration
from the film he recently saw about
Fred Rogers, he said.

Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield), Assembly Republican
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) and Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz (R-21st, Summit) each
spoke a few words to the members of
the audience. Sen. Kean, a Westfield
resident, offered his “congratulations
to the community for coming out to-
gether from both sides of the aisle to
work together for a better future.”
Asm. Bramnick added that,
“Westfield is a special place for a lot
of reasons...I am very proud to be a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
IT’S OFFICIAL...Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, pictured far right, at the Westfield reorganization meeting Tuesday,
certifies the official winners of the Westfield Town Council election held in November. Pictured, from left to right, are: reelected
Republican Ward 3 Councilman Mark LoGrippo and new Democrat Councilmen Scott Katz, representing Ward 4, Mark
Parmelee, representing Ward 2, and James Boyes, representing Ward 1. Democrats  hold a 7-1 majority on the council.
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LEADER IN FINLAND...Rachel and Brian Kennedy of Westfield took The
Westfield Leader with them to Rovaniemi, Finland on Christmas Day, where they
visited the official marker of the Arctic Circle in Santa Claus Village. It was cold
and dark, as the sun only rose above the horizon for about two hours that day.

Garwood Adopts Ordinance
For Public Assembly

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara Todisco
and the borough council unanimously
approved an ordinance on second
reading at the governing body’s De-
cember 26 meeting, which will regu-
late lawful public assembly in
Garwood. Resident John Bartolick
stated that he had apprehensions to-
wards the ordinance being passed
because the ordinance did not clarify
whether or not the borough had the
right to regulate public protest or
congregation on private property.

Borough Attorney Tom Jardim said
the ordinance “in no way” is intended to
direct or regulate how people gather on
their private properties. Councilman
Sean Benoit, who serves as the Laws
and License Committee chairman, said
the ordinance was drafted to address a
topic or provide guidelines where pre-
vious guidelines did not exist.

Mr. Bartolick said upon his review,
the ordinance did not clearly define “pub-
lic space” or “borough property,” which
could lead one to assume a private party,
political meeting or holiday event with
20 or more people would have to be
registered with Borough Hall.

“You all are nice people who are well
intended,” said Mr. Bartolick describ-
ing Mayor Todisco and the council.

The ordinance’s current wording
could be used to control free speech or
expression by “the people who may sit
in those seats in the future,” stated Mr.
Bartolick.

“I want the resident to know he is
being heard,” said Mayor Todisco, who
suggested that the Mr. Jardim review
Mr. Bartolick’s observations.

Mayor Todisco said she would be
open to making an alteration before the
ordinance was voted upon if necessary
to address Mr. Bartolick’s concerns.

Mr. Jardim said the ordinance was
appropriately “clear” in wording setting
a distinction between the borough prop-
erty, public space and private property.

“We did not want to go to deep into
the weeds,” said Councilman Benoit,
addressing the inherent complexities
and ambiguities in civil liberty law.

Every municipality addresses public
protest in similar yet diverse language
to deal with each town’s size, popula-
tion and physical structures, stated
Councilman Benoit. Some municipali-
ties with major shopping malls, could
deem the shopping mall a public space
yet the public space is privately owned,
stated Councilman Benoit.

However, Garwood being a smaller
community without a major indoor
shopping mall does not have to account
for such a protest in the ordinance’s
language, Councilman Benoit said.

Mr. Jardim said he reviewed both
American Civil Liberties Union guide-
lines and New Jersey State Legislature
guidelines regarding how to draft a
municipal ordinance regulating public
protest. He said Garwood’s proposed
ordinance was drafted with respect to
those guidelines.

The governing body also adopted
two ordinances to create the office of
public information at a salary range

of between $2,500 and $5,000. The
individual would be responsible for
maintaining the borough’s official
website, social media outlets, and
publishing borough news, “including
news items pertaining to the mayor,
borough council, borough depart-
ments, the planning/zoning
board...and importantly, issues involv-
ing public safety, health and welfare;
and other similar activities,” accord-
ing to one of the ordinances.

The individual will write and issue
borough press releases and prepare
PowerPoint or similar presentations
for the mayor and council and bor-
ough departments as well as attend
borough events and activities. That
person also will provide or coordi-
nate photography and video services,
according to the ordinance.

In other business, Garwood resi-
dents showed their support for fellow
resident Cindy Krauss by showing up
at Ms. Krauss’ doorstep last Sunday to
pledge their support in helping Ms.
Krauss defeat cancer, stated Mayor
Todisco. The Mama Mare Breast Can-
cer Foundation reached out to Police
Chief James Wright to approve Santa
Claus’ arrival with Christmas carolers
who read Ms. Krauss the poem “A
Visit from St. Nicholas.” Santa gifted
Ms. Krauss a trip to “anywhere in the
world,” stated Mayor Todisco.

“The residents support and com-
munity spirit were recognized on last
week’s front page of The Star-Led-
ger,” Mayor Todisco said. “When her
cancer returned, seemingly the entire
town showed up on her doorstep.”

Ms. Krauss was re-diagnosed with
cancer in May after surviving a battle
with cancer 20 years ago, the mayor said.

“Cindy is a strong woman with a
very supportive family and she is
finishing up radiation treatment now,”
Mayor Todisco said.

Ms. Krauss surprise visit included
Mayor Todisco, Police Chief Wright
and his family, two borough police
officers, two police cars, a “Humvee,”
Fire Chief Allan Tweedle alongside
his family, as well as “a bunch of
volunteer firefighters” and three fire
trucks, stated Mayor Todisco.

“We stick to our motto ‘small town
with a big heart,’” she said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County
tion, the county will open new turf
fields in Berkeley Heights and
Rahway, as well as at Oak Ridge Park
in Clark.

The board also is switching to
double meetings this year by meet-
ing two times a month on Thursdays
beginning at 7 p.m. Agenda meet-
ings will be followed by the regular
meetings. Freeholder Chris Hudak,
in responding to Garwood resident
Bruce Paterson, said he feels this
will give residents an opportunity to
hear department directors provide
information on the dozens of resolu-
tions for the agenda-setting meet-
ings.

Mr. Paterson said he was concerned
that residents would not have time to
review items for the agenda-setting
meeting as they would be acted upon
by the board the same night.

The next board meeting will be on
Thursday, January 23.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANOTHER YEAR AS MAYOR..Governor Phil Murphy congratulates Cranford
Commissioner Patrick Giblin, left, after he swore him in last Thursday for a
second year as mayor.

Giblin Named Mayor Again;
Prunty Named Dep. Mayor

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Patrick Giblin was
sworn in for a second term as mayor,
with newly sworn-in Committee-
woman Kathleen Miller Prunty named
deputy mayor, at last Thursday’s town-
ship committee reorganization meet-
ing. Mary O’Connor took the oath to
begin her third, three-year term on the
five-member committee.

In 2020, Ms. Prunty will serve as
commissioner of finance, Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve was named public
safety commissioner, Ms. O’Connor
will serve as public affairs commis-
sioner and Thomas Hannen, Jr. will
serve as commissioner of public works
and engineering.

In terms of municipal appoint-
ments, Ryan Cooper was reappointed
township attorney for a fourth year.
Norman Albert was reappointed
municipal prosecutor, with Mark
Rothman as alternate prosecutor,
while Jared Weiss was appointed
public defender. He had previously
been alternate public defender and
replaces John DeMassi as public
defender. Justin Quinn was appointed
as a full member of the zoning board
along with Kent Lucas, filling unex-
pired terms that expire December
31, 2020. Christopher Savino was
named to an unexpired zoning board
alternate seat, also through the end
of the year.

Christopher Chapman and Peter
Taylor were named to the planning
board for terms of one and three years,
respectively.

Governor Phil Murphy, who at-
tended the meeting, said in brief com-
ments that “this is not a time for
politics; this is a time to celebrate
service and delivering for our con-
stituents regardless of which side of
the aisle.” He also promised to fix
NJ Transit, “if it kills me, and it
might.” He attended the meeting to
swear in Mr. Giblin and Ms. Prunty
as mayor and deputy mayor, respec-
tively.

Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-
7th, Somerset), also on hand for the
reorganization, in his comments said
he hopes in the new year “that we can
all agree that we need to spend this
year fighting together for the things
that unite us, not fighting each other

over things that divide us.” He high-
lighted issues on which he has worked
for the region during his first year in
Congress, such as PSE&G’s project
to increase power lines from 26kv to
69kv and flooding concerns, as well
as the one-seat ride into Manhattan.

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) referred to
Mayor Giblin as “uniquely talented.”
He said he will continue to work with
Cranford on issues such as the one-
seat ride to New York on NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Line.

“We’ve got to work on issues like
making sure that the cell tower (pro-
posed at Union County College by
Verizon Wireless) is stopped, and
we need to make sure that we con-
tinue to work on issues related to
flood control and all those other is-
sues that impact our homes and their
values and our families,” Mr. Kean
said.

In his comments, Mayor Giblin said
he intends to make flood-control issues
the township’s top priority in the new
year, along with continuing work on the
affordable-housing issues. He said the
township’s affordable-housing settle-
ment will come before the courts in the
next few months, where he hopes it will
receive the court’s approval.

He said the township committee
will hold a workshop budget meeting
on Cranford’s approximately $40-
million spending plan on Saturday,
January 11, at 8 a.m., in Room 108 of
the municipal building. The meeting
is open to the public.

During her remarks, Commis-
sioner O’Connor said she will be
forming a communications commit-
tee in her role as public affairs com-
missioner. She also announced that
she will have office hours the first
Tuesday of the month at the munici-
pal building.

Commissioner Prunty said she
wants to establish “a truly effective
public information program” for the
township. “Let us agree to debate the
facts, not rumors,” she said.

She also plans to have informal
neighborhood meetings where she can
listen to residents’ thoughts on issues
impacting Cranford.

Mayor Giblin said Ms. Prunty will
be a “fantastic voice” for township
residents.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
POWER LINEUP...Governor Phil Murphy, pictured left, sits in the front row
during Thursday’s Cranford reorganization meeting with Senate Republican
Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield), center, and Congressman
Tom Malinowski (D-7th, Somerset).
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Mayor Brindle Delivers
State of Town Address

Westfielder, and very proud to be part
of a community where we show that
politics doesn’t have to be toxic.”

Mayor Brindle also thanked a num-
ber of people and volunteers on the
town’s boards, commissions and com-
mittees, along with town employees,
the rescue squad, and Westfield’s
police and fire chiefs.

The mayor and town council made
multiple appointments. Howard
Egenberg was newly appointed to the
position of municipal prosecutor for
a one-year term ending December 31,
2020. Robert S. Bohrod was re-ap-
pointed to the position of town public
defender for a one-year term ending
December 31, 2020. Thomas C.
Jardim, of Jardim, Meisner and Susser
PC, was re-appointed as town attor-
ney. Frederick T. Danser, III was ap-
pointed as labor counsel to the town.
Jonathan Drill was appointed as spe-
cial affordable housing counsel for
one year, with the option to renew it
for two additional years at the town’s
discretion. Steve Rogut of Rogut
McCarthy LLC was appointed bond
counsel for one year, with a two-year
option at the town’s discretion.

Fifteen members were appointed
to the Green Team, with Janette
Spiezio and Tim Van Epp as co-chairs,
and Councilman David Contract con-
tinuing as council liaison.

The Public Arts Commission was
created this year with Councilwoman
Dawn Mackey as a town council repre-
sentative, Diane Barrasso Nigam ap-
pointed as the mayor’s designee, and
Paul Federico as the town historian
designee. Also on the commission are
members Kathleen Miller Prunty, Alex
Stone, Cheryl Rosario, Margaret Smith,
Lee Schaefer and Michele Modestino.

Gary Fox will remain as chair of
the recreation commission. Jennifer
Gilman, who ran for town council in
2019, was added as a member, as well
as Kenneth Rotter and Jonathan
Glacken. Larry McDermott and Jef-
frey Perrella were reappointed.

Planning board members Matthew
Ceberio and Ann Freedman were re-
appointed, Mayor Brindle will con-
tinue as mayor’s designee and Town
Engineer Kris McAloon will serve on
the board. The council liaison to the
board is Scott Katz.

The Board of Adjustment will see
newcomers Michael J. Cohen and
Samuel Reisen (alternate 2), while
Chris Masciale was reappointed to the
board. Robert Benacchio and James
Keenoy were not reappointed. Linda
Habgood will be the council liaison.

Councilman Michael Dardia will
be the council liaison to the board of
health. Ms. Habgood will be council
liaison to the Historic Preservation
Commission, and deputy mayor.
Councilman Boyes will be the coun-
cil liaison to the Tree Preservation
Commission. Councilman LoGrippo
will be the council liaison to the
Westfield Memorial Library Board.

Members of the council were ap-
pointed to the following Council Com-
mittees:

Finance Policy Committee: Linda
Habgood, chairwoman; David Con-
tract, vice-chairman; Mark Parmelee
and Mark LoGrippo.

Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee: Michael Dardia,
chairman; James Boyes, vice-chair-
man; Linda Habgood and Dawn
Mackey.

Code Review and Town Property
Committee: Dawn Mackey, chair-
woman; Mark Parmelee, vice-chair-
man; Scott Katz and Mark LoGrippo.

Public Works Committee: David
Contract, chairman; Scott Katz, vice-
chairman; James Boyes and Michael
Dardia.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
STATE OF THE TOWN...The state of the town address is given by Westfield
Mayor Shelley Brindle at the annual reorganization meeting Tuesday.

TIMES IN SOUTH KOREA...Nam Lim Shin and her daughter, Chloe Picard,
recently took a trip to Seoul, South Korea and brought along their favorite newspaper,
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, for reading material on the 14-hour flight.

remained for nearly seven months
prior to Monday’s plea.

Sentencing in the case has been
tentatively scheduled for Friday, Feb-
ruary 21, 2020, at which time the state
will request a term of five years in
state prison, with 42 months to be
served before the possibility of pa-
role, according to a media release
from the prosecutor’s office. Late last
year the prosecutor’s office denied
Wilkie’s request for a Graves waiver
in the case; such filings are made by
defendants seeking to avoid imposi-
tion of the state’s mandatory mini-
mum sentence for gun offenses.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DOWN TO RUBBLE...Decades of memories are all that is left of Bowcraft
Amusement Park on Route 22 in Scotch Plains, which is being cleared to make way
for an apartment and townhome development.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
HAPPY RETIREMENT...Retiring Fanwood Administrator/Borough Clerk
Eleanor McGovern, pictured left, is presented with gifts by Mayor Colleen
Mahr at her retirement party December 18. The dinner, featuring tributes and
well wishes, was held at the Shackamaxon Country Club.

MEETING OF MAYORS...Area mayors attend Sunday’s Fanwood reorganiza-
tion meeting. Pictured, from left to right, are: Springfield Mayor Chris Capodice,
Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith, Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle, Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr, Cranford Mayor Patrick Giblin, Roselle Mayor Christine Dansereau
and Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco.

Mahr Begins Fifth Mayoral Term;
McElroy-Barker Is Council Pres.
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Governor Phil
Murphy swore in Mayor Colleen Mahr
to her fifth term as Fanwood’s mayor
at Sunday’s reorganization meeting of
the borough’s governing body.

Governor Murphy took several
minutes to speak on the concerns of
Fanwood residents, stating that his
office, working alongside NJ Transit,
has taken the “first steps” in a direct
one-seat ride to New York City along
the Raritan Valley Line corridor. Gov-
ernor Murphy said New Jersey is the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

densest and fourth-smallest state in
the United States, which does not
help in making any situation an “over-
night” solve.

“We will fix NJ Transit even if it
kills me. And it might...,” said Gover-
nor Murphy, pledging his commit-
ment to focusing on improving NJ
Transit line efficiency.

Governor Murphy described Fan-
wood as the “quintessential” small
New Jersey community.

“You don’t get reelected unless
you’re one great leader,” stated Gov-
ernor Murphy, describing Fanwood
residents’ respect for Mayor Mahr.

Mayor Mahr said Fanwood will re-

main committed to fighting for one-
seat rides for borough residents along
the Raritan Valley Line. She said she
will work alongside other committed
mayors from surrounding towns through
the Mayors Municipal Alliance to pro-
tect Raritan Valley passengers.

A continued focus on improving
Fanwood’s downtown while working
with the small businesses within the
downtown to encourage economic
prosperity will be a priority in 2020,
she said.

Congresswoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-12th, Trenton), the first
African-American woman from New

BOE Hears Presentation
On SPFHS Block Scheduling

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the start of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting held December
19, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Principal David
Heisey gave a detailed and informa-
tive presentation regarding Block
Scheduling at the high school.

Mr. Heisey noted that the new
scheduling has been a project that he
and others have been researching for
the past three years and have con-
cluded “makes the best use of time.”

In his presentation, Mr. Heisey
stated that he and his Block Schedul-
ing Research Committee had visited
such schools as Hunterdon Central,
South Brunswick and Morris Knolls
High Schools, all of which use the A/
B Block-Scheduling model.

He also noted that there were many
local schools using the A/B Block
Scheduling model, including schools
in Summit, Cranford and Berkeley
Heights.

He stated that SPFHS used a pilot
Block Scheduling program in No-
vember, from the 15 until the 22, not-
ing that they meet on a two-day rotat-

ing basis.
This meant that students had classes

every other day for a longer time
frame, many times a double period. It
was noted that each class would now
run 77 or 78 minutes in length.

Mr. Heisey observed that there were
many positive outcomes from this
new scheduling, including having
much more in-depth lessons and dis-
cussions in class, spending less time
changing classes and having longer
lunches for students. Also, some in
school time for extracurricular clubs
can be utilized.

After the pilot program, Mr. Heisey
stated that when asked if the new
schedule was a positive experience
for students, 87 percent had stated
that it was.

He concluded by saying that the
new A/B Block Scheduling program
would be put in place for the 2020-
2021 school year.

In other business, students from the
Park Middle School Blue Notes Mu-
sic Program performed at the start of
the December meeting.

Also, members of the Varsity Field
Hockey, Varsity Girls Soccer and
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Community -- Westfield Mayor
Promises Kept: Year 2019; Let-
ters: “In Support of Malinowski”
by Mike Mullen, Cranford, “The
Breath of Treason Grows In The
Capitol, The Speaker” by Walter
Sosnosky, Kenilworth, “Trump’s
Drastic Decision to Kill Soleimani
Happened In a Vacuum” by Karen
Egert, Springfield; Franklin School

Pictures; Columbia Bank An-
nounces the Appointment of Daniel
M. White to Vice President, Con-
sumer Banking Market Manager.

Sports -- Blue Devils Top  Raid-
ers in Service Salute Mat Classic;
Rahway Swipes Victory From Cou-
gar Cagers; Blue Devil Cagers Hold
Off Plainfield; Cougars Jolt Rahway
in Wrestling Alumni Night.

Engineer, Redevelopment Atty.
Replaced In Party-Line Vote

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council’s new year — which will
also feature an election for mayor and
a council seat — started with council
Democrats, who hold a 3-to-2 advan-
tage on the governing body, moving
to replace the township engineer and
the redevelopment attorney, moves
that led Mayor Alexander Smith to
express concerns that the replace-
ment of the attorney, in particular,
would slow downtown redevelopment
efforts.

At the council’s reorganization

meeting on Tuesday, Michael Baker
was named as redevelopment attor-
ney, replacing Jeffrey Lehrer, who
had served in the position for the past
several years as downtown redevel-
opment got underway. Prior to the
council’s party-line vote to appoint
Mr. Baker, Mayor Smith announced
he would vote against the appoint-
ment, saying that “we’re in the middle
of some critical negotiations” that
Mr. Lehrer was involved in and fa-
miliar with. When he asked the rea-
son for the new appointee, Deputy
Mayor Josh Losardo said the move
was being made “to ensure even more

transparency than what’s existed.”
When the mayor asked for ex-

amples where there has not been
enough transparency, Mr. Losardo
told him that “certain things have
been kept” from council members.
When the mayor pressed for ex-
amples, Mr. Losardo said he had been
troubled to learn that the agreement
between the township and Advance
Realty Investors — the Bedminster
firm that is developing a redevelop-
ment plan for the downtown business
district — had only been formally
signed in the previous week and not
in the fall when the council named the
firm as its designated redeveloper.

Mr. Losardo said he wanted a rede-
velopment attorney who would be
“open to reporting to all of us” and
“ensure that redevelopment is being
done responsibly.” He also questioned
whether it was appropriate for the
mayor to announce, as he did in his
new year’s address earlier in the meet-
ing, that Advance Realty would be
making a public presentation of their
proposals for developing the down-
town at a Tuesday, February 18 meet-
ing. That date, the deputy mayor said,
“is news to me,” and he went on to say
that he did not want the developer “to
think they have a gun to their head” to
meet the February 18 date.

The mayor countered that the Feb-
ruary 18 date marks the end of the
150-day timetable set out last Sep-
tember when the township contracted
with Advance and its partner, PS&S
Engineering to develop a plan for the
downtown properties slated for rede-
velopment. He said he saw the re-
placement of Mr. Lehrer “as a way of
derailing the progress that’s been
made.” When Mr. Losardo said that
in his first year on the governing body
and as a member of the downtown
redevelopment committee, he did not
see any examples of any slowdown in
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Mirabella Named Freeholder
Chair; Estrada’s Final Yr.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Alexander Mirabella
has been named 2020 chairman for
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, the fifth time he will
head the nine-member board. Angel
Estrada, who has been a board mem-
ber since 2000, was named vice-chair-
man for what was announced will be
his final year as a freeholder.

Mr. Mirabella previously served as
chairman in 2001, 2006, 2009 and
2012.

At Sunday’s 164th reorganization
meeting, Freeholders Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford, Rebecca Wil-
liams of Plainfield and Sergio
Granados of Elizabeth were sworn in
for new terms. Democrats have held
the majority on the board for 25 years.
Ms. Kowalski, who has served on the
board since 2005, is beginning her
sixth term, while Mr. Granados is
beginning his third term after joining
the board in 2013 when long-time
Freeholder Dan Sullivan resigned.
Ms. Williams joined the board in June
of 2018 following the resignation of
Linda Carter upon her elevation to
the State Assembly.

In addition, County Surrogate
James LaCorte of Union took the
oath to begin his fifth, five-year term.
He was first elected in 1999 follow-
ing the death of long-time surrogate
Ann Conti.

State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden), who served as a free-
holder from 1998 to 2004, recalled
that Mr. LaCorte’s father was mayor
of Elizabeth in the 1950s.

Mr. LaCorte noted that 60 county
residents were killed in the 9/11 at-
tacks in New York City. In that re-
gard, he said his staff treats all those
who come to his office the same way
9/11 families were treated, “with a
sense of respect.”

“They are all living their own per-
sonal September 11th,” he said.

Prior to her being sworn in to a new
term as freeholder, Cranford Mayor
Patrick Giblin called Freeholder
Kowalski a “tireless advocate for
Cranford,” reflected in her efforts
such as working with the Raritan Val-
ley Line Coalition on a one-seat ride
to Manhattan, tackling flood-control
issues, as well as addressing parks
and recreation and conservation and
recycling.

During the chair’s annual address,
Mr. Mirabella announced several new
initiatives the county will undertake.
Among them are expansion of the
Union County Regional Dispatch
Center, which is based out of
Westfield. The center currently
handles calls for 14 towns and two
medical centers as well as six county
and regional units.

“And usage is expected to grow,”
Mr. Mirabella said in his speech. He
also said the county will distribute 62
radios to fire departments in Clark,
Fanwood, Garwood, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Mountainside and Plain-
field.

He also said the county will partner
with Kean University and munici-
palities to get a “complete count” of
county residents, “ensuring the high-
est participation in the 2020 Census.”
High-school students will also assist
the county in the effort, he said.

Freeholder Mirabella said the
county would repurpose property on
Cushing Road in Scotch Plains, “to
serve as a working farm created and
run by students at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools.”

On the health front, he said the
county would partner with the inter-
national Prevention Access “Unde-
tectable = Untransmittable” Cam-
paign in support of efforts to eradi-
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Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A MESSAGE FROM SEN. SCUTARI...The Scotch Plains governing body held its reorganization meeting Tuesday.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler, Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo, Mayor Al Smith,
Councilman Ted Spera and Councilman Roshan “Roc” White.
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TIMES IN SOUTH KOREA...Nam Lim Shin and her daughter, Chloe Picard,
recently took a trip to Seoul, South Korea, and brought along their favorite
newspaper, The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, for reading material on the 14-
hour flight.

LEADER IN FINLAND...Rachel and Brian Kennedy of Westfield took The
Westfield Leader with them to Rovaniemi, Finland on Christmas Day, where they
visited the official marker of the Arctic Circle in Santa Claus Village. It was cold
and dark, as the sun only rose above the horizon for about two hours that day.

Jersey to serve in the United States
Congress, swore in Fanwood Coun-
cilwoman Katherine Mitchell and
Councilman Jeffrey Banks for new
terms, as well as new Councilwoman
Francine Glaser. Ms. Glaser replaces
Tom Kranz, who did not seek reelec-
tion.

Ms. Mitchell’s swearing in began
her seventh term as a councilwoman
in Fanwood.

“I am overwhelmed, I was able to
serve Fanwood for over 18 years. I
am humbled and honored,” Council-
woman Mitchell said.

Councilwoman Glaser said she
wanted to thank her supporters, neigh-
bors and family who urged her to seek
office while providing encouragement
during the process.

“I am excited to be a Fanwood
resident and homeowner,” she said.

Councilwoman Erin McElroy-
Barker was appointed as council presi-
dent for 2020.

Councilwoman McElroy-Barker
stated that 2020 should be a year for
“people to go out and try new things.”
She said in the past she was unfamil-
iar or overwhelmed with finances,
but did not stand down from the chal-
lenge of serving as Finance Commit-
tee chairwoman.

Councilwoman McElroy-Barker
said she plans to take the same open-
mindedness to the challenges and suc-
cesses serving as council president
will provide in the upcoming year.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Reorganizes
“I encourage everyone to go out

and try something new this year,”
Councilwoman McElroy-Barker told
Fanwood residents.

Mayor Mahr swore in new public
defender Jill LaZare and prosecutor
Daniel Antonelli, who was reap-
pointed. Ms. LaZare replaces Erik
Frins as public defender.

In addition, several Fanwood res-
cue squad and fire department volun-
teers were sworn in next to one an-
other by simultaneously reciting their
names.

Among other elected officials in
attendance were Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle, Linden Mayor Derek
Armstead, Garwood Mayor Sara
Todisco, Springfield Mayor Chris
Capodice and Garwood Council-
woman Jennifer Blumenstock.

Boys JV Soccer teams from the high
school were all honored for their win-
ning seasons.

The next board of education meet-
ings will be the agenda meeting on
Thursday, January 23, and the regular
meeting on Thursday, January 30, at
7:30 p.m.

Meetings are held in the adminis-
tration building, located at 512 Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F BOE

McGovern Honored For 35
Yrs. of Service to Fanwood

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Within a packed
banquet room at the elegantly deco-
rated Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains on December 18, a
very heartfelt goodbye was said to
Borough Administrator/Clerk Eleanor
McGovern, who recently retired. Mrs.
McGovern was thanked with resolu-
tions, speeches, plaques, memory
cards and presents in tribute to her 35
years serving the borough.

Mrs. McGovern had recently re-
ceived a resolution from the Fanwood
governing body, and also was pre-
sented with congratulatory resolutions
from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders and from the New
Jersey Legislature.

Outgoing Councilman Tom Kranz,
who served as council president be-
fore wrapping up his tenure on the
governing body at the end of 2019,
stated that, “Eleanor was very helpful
to me when I started six years ago as
a first-time council member.”

He as well as Mayor Colleen Mahr
and all members of the council noted
that Mrs. McGovern had a tremen-
dous positive impact on the borough
and that she was a role model for the
community in which she lives.

During the presentations, the mayor
remarked that Mrs. McGovern had

served under five different mayors and
many different council members, while
also serving fellow residents of the bor-
ough with kindness and helpfulness.

Mrs. McGovern was presented with
a plaque which was made from a
long-standing borough tree that had
to be cut down due to illness. Accord-
ing to the mayor, the tree had been
one of the oldest trees in the county,
dating back to the Revolutionary War
era. A pen and pencil set also was
made and presented.

During the December council meet-
ing, members of the governing body
thanked Mrs. McGovern for her 35
years of service to the borough. Long-
time friend and newly re-elected
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
had presented Mrs. McGovern with
gifts, including a fleece jacket with
her name and the borough seal em-
broidered on it.

Ms. Mitchell acknowledged the
countless hours that Mrs. McGovern
has given to Fanwood, including some
weekends, to help make the borough
run smoothly. She also stated that she
has seen “the job grow” in all the
years that she has been serving the
borough as a councilwoman.

The evening ended with individual
memories being shared with Mrs.
McGovern and many well wishes on
her retirement.
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Scotch Plains Council

downtown development efforts, the
mayor interrupted and said, “You just
did.”

Mr. Losardo then said the redevel-
opment plan being crafted are the
township’s plan, “not Mayor Smith’s
redevelopment plan.” He added that
he didn’t want to see “neighborhoods
destroyed or our residents on the hook
for what this might cost.”

Mayor Smith countered by saying
that no member of the council has
complained to him about the process
or how redevelopment is being
handled. “I get the feeling that things
are going to slow down.” The mayor
also said that he would not support
anything “that’s going to hurt the
people of Scotch Plains.” Mr. Losardo
said that “if we’re slowing it down,
it’s to protect our neighborhoods and
ensure we’re getting this right.”

The party-line vote to appoint a
new township engineer, Maser Con-
sulting, earlier in the meeting was not
as noisy but was still opposed by the
mayor and his Republican colleague,
Councilman Ted Spera, as being un-
necessary. Mott MacDonald had pro-
vided engineering services to the
township for the past several years
and the mayor said it had been his
expectation that a member of the
firm’s staff would eventually be ap-
pointed as a full-time township engi-
neer as the town grew and redevelop-
ment efforts expanded.

Mr. Losardo said he wasn’t elected
in 2018 “to maintain the status quo
but to make it better.” Calling Mott
MacDonald “a top-notch company,”
Mayor Smith said that “change is
good, but you better know what you’re
changing to.”

Man Pleads Guilty to Gun
Outside Tamaques School

WESTFIELD — A Delaware man
who was found to be in possession of
a handgun, numerous rounds of am-
munition, and a folding knife outside
a Westfield elementary school last
year has pleaded guilty in the case
and is now facing a five-year jail
term, acting Union County Prosecu-
tor Lyndsay V. Ruotolo announced
Monday.

Thomas J. Wilkie, 46, of Bear, Del.,
pleaded guilty Monday before Union
County State Superior Court Judge
William A. Daniel, admitting to a
single count of second-degree unlaw-
ful possession of a weapon.

At approximately 3:55 p.m. on
Thursday, June 13, 2019, Westfield
Police Department patrol officers and
detectives responded to Tamaques
Elementary School on a report from
the New Castle County Police De-
partment in Delaware that a man later
identified as Wilkie was en route to
the school and potentially armed, ac-
cording to Union County Assistant
Prosecutor Theresa Hilton, who pros-
ecuted the case.

The school was placed on lockdown
as a precautionary measure to iden-

tify potential threats. Arriving offic-
ers located Wilkie, holding a .45-
caliber handgun loaded with hollow-
point bullets, in the front seat of his
vehicle, a 2019 Mitsubishi SUV,
parked in the school’s parking lot.
Two additional loaded clips of am-
munition and a folding knife were
recovered from Wilkie’s person, while
130 additional rounds of ammunition
were located in the vehicle’s trunk.

Wilkie was taken into custody with-
out incident and lodged in the Union
County jail in Elizabeth, where he
remained for nearly seven months
prior to Monday’s plea.

Sentencing in the case has been
tentatively scheduled for Friday, Feb-
ruary 21, 2020, at which time the state
will request a term of five years in
state prison, with 42 months to be
served before the possibility of pa-
role, according to a media release
from the prosecutor’s office. Late last
year the prosecutor’s office denied
Wilkie’s request for a Graves waiver
in the case; such filings are made by
defendants seeking to avoid imposi-
tion of the state’s mandatory mini-
mum sentence for gun offenses.
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Freeholders Reorganize;
Mirabella Named Chair

cate HIV and end HIV-related stigma,
noting that Governor Phil Murphy
also has signed New Jersey on to the
campaign.

Mr. Mirabella said the county will
start a program called “Fresh Start” to
provide mobile bathing and laundry
service for people in need. He also
said the county is in the midst of
developing a master plan for the Clark
reservoir. The county took over the
150-acre reservoir in 2008. In addi-
tion, the county will open new turf
fields in Berkeley Heights and
Rahway as well as at Oak Ridge Park
in Clark.

The board also is switching to
double meetings this year by meeting

two times a month on Thursdays be-
ginning at 7 p.m. Agenda meetings
will be followed by the regular meet-
ings. Freeholder Chris Hudak, in re-
sponding to Garwood resident Bruce
Paterson, said he feels this will give
residents an opportunity to hear de-
partment directors provide informa-
tion on the dozens of resolutions for
the agenda-setting meetings.

Mr. Paterson said he was concerned
that residents would not have time to
review items for the agenda-setting
meeting as they would be acted upon
by the board the same night.

The next board meeting will be on
Thursday, January 23.

Vine Ripe Closes
North Avenue Market

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Vine Ripe Mar-
ket closed its doors last week after
some four years operating at its North
Avenue location in Westfield.

Gene Jannotti, executive direc-
tor of the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce, said he
knew the business had been strug-
gling of late.

“It’s very unfortunate to lose the
Vine Ripe Market in town. Frank
Bruno, the owner, has been a very
strong supporter of the Chamber of
Commerce. We hold numerous events
there, and he has been a good sponsor
of the chamber, so we hate to see a
person like that have to close his
doors,” Mr. Jannotti said.

Vine Ripe took the space previ-
ously occupied by the Lindeman
Buick dealership, which still owns

the building.
Mayor Shelley Brindle lives across

the street from the market and would
stop by three times a week.

“(Running) a small business is su-
per, super hard,” the mayor said.

“They were a great invested mem-
ber of our community. Squeezing out
a profit margin surrounded by gro-
cery stores, Trader Joe’s (and) a Whole
Foods in Clark, is just really, really
hard, and I think it’s a tremendous
loss,” Mayor Brindle told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The market was hard hit by a July 3
power outage caused by the partial
collapse of the Paperboard building
on North Avenue in Garwood.

“When you are running on such a
thin (profit) margin, you rely on days
(Fourth of July sales) like that...That
can be a very big blow, but very hard
to make up,” she said.

Giblin Named Mayor Again;
Prunty Named Dep. Mayor

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Patrick Giblin was
sworn in for a second term as mayor, with
newly sworn-in Committeewoman
Kathleen Miller Prunty named deputy
mayor, at last Thursday’s township com-
mittee reorganization meeting. Mary
O’Connor took the oath to begin her
third, three-year term on the five-member
committee.

In 2020, Ms. Prunty will serve as com-
missioner of finance, Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve was named public safety
commissioner, Ms. O’Connor will serve
as public affairs commissioner and Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. will serve as commis-
sioner of public works and engineering.

In terms of municipal appointments,
Ryan Cooper was reappointed township
attorney for a fourth year. Norman Albert
was reappointed municipal prosecutor,
with Mark Rothman as alternate prosecu-
tor, while Jared Weiss was appointed
public defender. He had previously been
alternate public defender and replaces
John DeMassi as public defender. Justin
Quinn was appointed as a full member of
the zoning board along with Kent Lucas,
filling unexpired terms that expire De-
cember 31, 2020. Christopher Savino
was named to an unexpired zoning board
alternate seat, also through the end of the
year.

Christopher Chapman and Peter Tay-
lor were named to the planning board for
terms of one and three years, respec-
tively.

Governor Phil Murphy, who attended
the meeting, said in brief comments that
“this is not a time for politics; this is a
time to celebrate service and delivering
for our constituents regardless of which
side of the aisle.” He also promised to fix
NJ Transit, “if it kills me, and it might.”
He attended the meeting to swear in Mr.
Giblin and Ms. Prunty as mayor and
deputy mayor, respectively.

Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-7th,
Somerset), also on hand for the reorgani-
zation, in his comments said he hopes in
the new year “that we can all agree that we
need to spend this year fighting together
for the things that unite us, not fighting
each other over things that divide us.” He
highlighted issues on which he has worked
for the region during his first year in
Congress, such as PSE&G’s project to
increase power lines from 26kv to 69kv

and flooding concerns, as well as the one-
seat ride into Manhattan.

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr.
(R-21st, Westfield) referred to Mayor
Giblin as “uniquely talented.” He said he
will continue to work with Cranford on
issues such as the one-seat ride to New
York on NJ Transit’s Raritan Valley Line.

“We’ve got to work on issues like
making sure that the cell tower (proposed
at Union County College by Verizon
Wireless) is stopped, and we need to
make sure that we continue to work on
issues related to flood control and all
those other issues that impact our homes
and their values and our families,” Mr.
Kean said.

In his comments, Mayor Giblin said he
intends to make flood-control issues the
township’s top priority in the new year,
along with continuing work on the af-
fordable-housing issues. He said the
township’s affordable-housing settlement
will come before the courts in the next
few months, where he hopes it will re-
ceive the court’s approval.

He said the township committee will
hold a workshop budget meeting on
Cranford’s approximately $40-million
spending plan on Saturday, January 11, at
8 a.m., in Room 108 of the municipal
building. The meeting is open to the
public.

During her remarks, Commissioner
O’Connor said she will be forming a
communications committee in her role as
public affairs commissioner. She also
announced that she will have office hours
the first Tuesday of the month at the
municipal building.

Commissioner Prunty said she wants
to establish “a truly effective public in-
formation program” for the township.
“Let us agree to debate the facts, not
rumors,” she said.

She also plans to have informal neigh-
borhood meetings where she can listen to
residents’ thoughts on issues impacting
Cranford.

Mayor Giblin said Ms. Prunty will be
a “fantastic voice” for township resi-
dents.

Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOSED...Vine Ripe Market on North Avenue in Westfield closes suddenly.
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ACCIDENTS &

PERSONAL

INJURY LAW

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

CALL

JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

908-322-7000
Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.

John C. Rodriguez, Esq.
Gary J. Grabas, Esq.

Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.

Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.
Gavin Handwerker, Esq.

Brian J. Trembley, Esq.
Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.

Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.
Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.

Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.
Stephen A. Satkin, Esq.

Wade Suthard, Esq.

FREE and open to the community!

Over 30 vendors!

Wide variety of specialties!

Recreation options and skills training!

Resource vendors!

V e n d o r s
Enrichment/Recreation

ARC • Camp Yachad • Creative Kids • Del Martial Arts • Game U • Silent Events • 

Therapies

Resources

Religious

1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ  07076 

908-889-8800 • www.jccnj.org

Please join our 
Not-Your-Typical 
Special Needs 
Resource Fair

February 2 • 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Courtesy Jim Lowney/County of Union
NO SHAVE FUNDRAISER...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli joins Under-
sheriff Dennis Burke in congratulating the Sheriff’s officers who participated in
No Shave November and raised $7,820 for The New Jersey Veterans Network, The
Prostate Cancer Foundation and the Union County Sheriff’s Officers Tree of
Hope. No Shave November challenges participants to forgo shaving for the month
in order to raise money for charity.

Kean: NJ Needs to Focus on
Culture of Sex Harassment

Pallone’s Anti-Robocalls
Bill Signed Into Law

Watson Coleman Responds
To Attack at Iraqi Airport

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Frank Pallone, Jr.’s (D-6th,
Long Branch) bipartisan legislation
to stop bad robocalls was signed into
law by President Donald Trump on
December 30. The Pallone-Thune
TRACED ACT was announced as
part of a bipartisan, bicameral agree-
ment by the House and Senate in
November. Last month, the House of
Representatives passed the bill by a
vote of 417-3. It later passed the
Senate by voice vote.

In 2019, New Jerseyans received
an estimated 200 million robocalls in
the 732 area code alone and over a
billion statewide. In November, a
whopping 5.6 billion robocalls were
made nationwide, according to
Robokiller.

“I’m delighted the President signed
this overwhelmingly bipartisan bill
into law. It will bring much-needed
relief to New Jerseyans who have put
up with these relentless and illegal
calls for far too long,” Congressman
Pallone said. “This legislation will
put Americans back in control of their
phones. These calls are not just an-

noying – they also are scams targeted
at consumers. I thank my colleagues
in Congress who helped get this im-
portant legislation signed into law.”

The Pallone-Thune TRACED Act:
Requires carriers to offer call-au-

thentication technology to everyone at
no additional charge; requires opt-in
or opt-out robocall blocking be of-
fered at no additional charge to con-
sumers; gives the Federal Communi-
cations Commission (FCC) the ability
to step up enforcement actions against
unlawful robocalls with a longer stat-
ute of limitations and increased fines
in certain cases; pushes the Depart-
ment of Justice to bring more criminal
prosecutions against criminal
robocallers; requires the FCC to work
to stop one-ring scams; helps the FCC
and responsible carriers trace back
and cut off suspect phone companies
that are responsible for sending vast
numbers of unlawful robocalls; and
protects patients, doctors and hospi-
tals from unlawful robocalls.

Mr. Pallone spoke on the House
floor last month in favor of the legis-
lation.

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. said
leaders in Trenton need to focus on
fighting a culture of sexual harass-
ment in response to a published re-
port detailing women’s stories of
abuse while working in the world of
New Jersey politics.

“Whenever you start to think we’ve
made progress in improving the cul-
ture in Trenton, a story like this comes
out that proves you wrong,” said Mr.
Kean. “It’s clear that a much greater
focus needs to be placed on address-
ing the epidemic of sexual harass-
ment and assault to protect everyone
who works in New Jersey govern-
ment, politics, and government af-
fairs. Senate Republicans are ready
to continue our efforts through the
LSOC or another forum to put an end
to the epidemic of sexual harassment
that continues to victimize too many
women in New Jersey.

“Recognizing the importance of
assuring that all are protected from
harassment and discrimination, the
Legislature adopted a new Anti-Dis-
crimination and Harassment policy
in September 2018 that addresses the
issue head-on and offers a forum to
protect those who have been ha-
rassed,” added Mr. Kean, a sponsor
of the resolution, SCR-140.

The New Jersey Legislative Select

Oversight Committee (LSOC) con-
tinued to work on this important issue
and released a report in June offering
recommendations to reform the pro-
cess of reporting and acting upon
complaints of sexual harassment and
discrimination by government em-
ployees and those working on guber-
natorial transitions.

Several of those recommendations
became legislation that was adopted
by both houses of the Legislature in
recent weeks. Those bills are pending
Governor Phil Murphy’s approval to
become law.

The LSOC’s report stemmed from
a bipartisan investigation into the
Governor’s handling of an alleged
sexual assault by a key member of his
campaign. The alleged victim, Katie
Brennan, also served on the
Governor’s campaign.

“It opened the eyes of many people
in Trenton when an insider with ac-
cess to the highest levels of state
government, including the Governor
himself, couldn’t find the justice she
sought for an alleged sexual assault,”
added Mr. Kean. “We’re concerned
that Ms. Brennan’s experience may
discourage other victims from com-
ing forward to tell their stories, which
appears to be the case based on the
recent reports. It’s clear there’s still
more work for us to do. “

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-NJ) is-
sued the following statement follow-
ing news that President Donald Trump
had ordered an air strike at an airport
in Baghdad, killing Iran’s top secu-
rity and intelligence commander:

“This is a direct antagonization
and dangerous escalation that risks
the United States entering a con-
flict unauthorized by Congress. The
unending lies told by this presi-
dent, covered up by further lies
and obfuscations from his admin-
istration, make it virtually impos-
sible to believe his motivations and
explanations for such actions, es-
pecially when he refuses to consult
the Congress.

“Trump continues to show flagrant
disrespect for the system of govern-
ment our founders set up — one in
which Congress is a co-equal branch
with specific and exclusive powers,
including the power to authorize mili-

tary action. Now, he does so while
threatening any further opportunity
to rely on diplomacy to ensure we
don’t enter another endless interna-
tional crisis.”

Blood Donors Are Eligible
For Super Bowl Package

AREA — The American Red Cross
currently has a critical need for do-
nors of all blood types – especially
type O – and platelet donors. As of
Monday, the Red Cross had less than
a three-day supply of type O blood.

To help tackle this critical need, the
Red Cross and NFL are working to-
gether to offer one lucky winner a trip
to Super Bowl LIV in Miami. Those
who give blood or platelets now

through Sunday, January 19, will au-
tomatically be entered for a chance to
experience the Super Bowl live.

The winner will receive two tickets
to Super Bowl LIV, entry to the official
NFL Tailgate, tickets to Super Bowl
Experience at the Miami Beach Con-
vention Center, round-trip airfare to
Miami, three-night hotel accommoda-
tions at The Alexander® – All Suite
Oceanfront Resort (January 31 to Feb-
ruary 3), and a $500 gift card for ex-
penses. Additional details are available
at RedCrossBlood.org/SuperBowl.

A blood drive is set for Thursday,
January 16, from 2:30 to 7:30 p.m., at
Joseph E. Soehl Middle School, lo-
cated at 300 E. Henry Street, Linden.

Donors are urged to make an ap-
pointment to give using the Red Cross
Blood Donor app, visiting
RedCrossBlood.org, calling 1-(800)-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or
enabling the Blood Donor Skill on
any Alexa Echo device.

Mgr. Sentenced for Stealing
Thousands From 89-Yr.-Old
COUNTY — A property manager

at an Elizabeth apartment complex
has been sentenced after admitting to
siphoning tens of thousands of dol-
lars out of an elderly tenant’s bank
account over the course of about a
year and a half, Acting Union County
Prosecutor Lyndsay V. Ruotolo an-
nounced Monday.

Natalia Calderon-Diaz, 33, was
ordered to serve five years of proba-
tion and to pay $75,000 in restitution
to the estate of the 89-year-old vic-
tim, who died several weeks ago,
leaving behind no surviving imme-
diate family. She will be laid to rest
next to her parents in a local cem-
etery later this week.

The case against Calderon-Diaz
was the result of an investigation by
the Special Prosecutions Unit of the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office,
initiated upon a July 2019 referral
from Adult Protective Services of
Union County, according to Union
County Assistant Prosecutor Patricia
Cronin, who prosecuted the case.

The investigation, spearheaded by
Prosecutor’s Office Detective Den-
nis Donovan, determined that the vic-

tim lived alone at the Linden Arms
apartment complex on Linden Av-
enue in Elizabeth when she became
acquainted with the defendant, who
gradually gained her trust – and ac-
cess to her bank account.

From December 2017 through
June 2019, Calderon-Diaz withdrew
tens of thousands of dollars from the
account without the victim’s knowl-
edge or permission, spending the
money on lavish vacations to locales
such as Las Vegas, Florida, and mul-
tiple Caribbean destinations, as well
as on high-end designer clothing,
massages and other items.

Calderon-Diaz was charged in
September 2019, and shortly there-
after she pleaded guilty to third-de-
gree theft, which does not carry the
presumption of jail time for first-
time offenders. Yet Union County
State Superior Court Judge Robert
Kirsch remarked on the heinousness
of the crime during sentencing, not-
ing that the defendant singled out a
frail, elderly, independently wealthy
victim, with the primary aim of gain-
ing and then betraying her trust by
stealing from her.

Mayors Wellness Committee
Highlights Plans For 2020

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Mayors Wellness Campaign Com-
mittee thanks all who participated in
its events during 2019, especially
the 3K Walks with the committee’s
special guest walkers.

For 2020, the committee is plan-
ning four major programs for the
community of Garwood. It also plans
to continue its 3K Walks with Mayor
Sara Todisco and other special guest
walkers. These walks will occur ev-
ery third Saturday of the month,
weather permitting, at 9 a.m., at
Garwood’s Recreation Complex on
Myrtle Avenue.

Another major goal of the
Wellness Committee is to obtain a
“Healthy Town Designation”
through New Jersey Care Quality

Institute, in partnership with the
New Jersey League of Municipali-
ties. The committee is always will-
ing to work or co-sponsor with any
organization in the borough to cre-
ate, support or enhance a program
on physical fitness or nutrition.

All are invited to follow the com-
mittee on Facebook at Garwood
Mayors Wellness Campaign or
through news articles in The
Westfield Leader/Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times and other local
newspapers. For further informa-
tion, contact MWC@garwood.org
or attend the committee’s meetings
held on the second Monday of ev-
ery month, at 7 p.m., at Garwood
Borough Hall, located at 403 South
Avenue.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 4th day of
January the Zoning Board of the Township
of Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:

1. Application ZBA 19-015: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization denying the
request of Christopher Ozolnieks for a c(2)
variance for a front yard fence on a corner
lot. On a corner lot, fences over 4 feet in
height and/or greater than 50 percent
closed are not permitted in the front yard
including the side street frontage. Pro-
posed fence is 6 feet high and more than
50 percent closed along the current fence
line that extends past the line of the prin-
ciple structure on the lot along the side of
the property adjacent to the street §255-
26K(2) on Block: 446, Lot: 1 as designated
on the Township Tax Map also known as
19 Connecticut Street in the R-3 zone.

Daniel Aschenbach,
Secretary

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $22.95
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PLAINFIELD, NJ – After renting 
a townhouse-style apartment in a 
quiet, family-friendly neighbor-

second-grade teacher Dori D’Aloi-
sio was ready for a change of scen-
ery. Her place was nice, but as a 
young single person, she wanted to 
move to a community with a more 
vibrant social atmosphere.

    “I wanted to be in an environ-
ment with more people in my age 
group around,” Ms. D’Aloisio said. 
“Somewhere where I could get to 
know my neighbors and where I 
could walk out into the hallway 
and say hello to someone.”

    Ms. D’Aloisio ruled out a return 
to Hoboken, where she had lived 
previously, because she wanted 
to be close to friends and family 
in the Union County area. Plus, 
Hoboken’s steep rents could force 
her to compromise on the amount 
of living space she could afford, 
and her desire for a more modern 
residence.

    Through word of mouth, she 
learned that Quin Sleepy Hollow, 
a brand new luxury rental commu-
nity between the Netherwood and 
Fanwood train stations, was about 

    Upon visiting the community 
earlier this fall, she was drawn to 
Quin’s location in an emerging 
transit village, right near friends 
and family, and just a 15-minute 
commute from her teaching job. 
Touring the building’s model 
apartments and amenity spaces 
was a breath of fresh air. Each res-
idence was thoughtfully designed 
to maximize functionality and 
resident comfort. The value was 
incredible. She leased a one-bed-
room residence and moved in the 

   “The building is super modern 
and clean. I feel like I am living in 

a New York City apartment,” Ms. 
D’Aloisio said. “I love the way 
they designed it. Everything is 
new and fresh, and size wise, it is 

apartments make you feel like you 
-

ly the right choice for me.”

    Ms. D’Aloisio is impressed that 
a new-construction community that 
has only been open for a little over 
a month could feel so homey.

in as an adult where I feel like I 
can call it ‘home,’ Ms. D’Aloisio 
said. “It’s nice because I have mul-
tiple jobs and work such long days. 
I feel like this is a place where I 

can come home and feel totally re-
laxed. I’m actually excited to have 
people come over and visit too. It’s 
the kind of place that you want to 
show off.”

    Ms. D’Aloisio said Quin Sleepy 
Hollow offers her several qual-
ity-of-life improvements that 
collectively add up to one big 
positive change. Now that she has 
a beautiful new gourmet kitch-
en, she is cooking more meals at 
home. The location near her home 
town of Scotch Plains makes it 
easy to visit her parents and friends 
who live locally, or have them over 
to her place. She also has access 
more than 10,000 square feet of 
exclusive indoor/outdoor lifestyle 
amenities.

    Some of the amenities available 
to her include a resident lounge 
with billiards, library, a theater/
screening room, business center, 

-
itation room, and yoga and spin 

Outside, an outdoor lounge with 

seating area, barbecue grills, and a 
bicycle library are all designed to 
enhance the experience of living 
well. The pet-friendly community 
will also feature a bark park. 

    Ms. D’Aloisio teaches exercise 
classes at a local gym as a second 

center at Quin Sleepy Hollow will 
give her a convenient alternative 
option for getting in a quick work-
out. She is also looking forward to 
using the theater/screening room, 

-
sion and large, comfortable chairs 
that provide an intimate cinema 
experience.
    “I’m really looking forward to 
having people over and using the 
theater room. It looks so cozy and 
fun,” Ms. D’Aloisio said. “There 
are a lot of things I can do here 
and I don’t even have to leave my 
apartment building to do them, 
which is really nice.”

    Quin Sleepy Hollow is located 

along the borders of Fanwood and 
Watchung. A neighborhood that’s 
always been known as a place of 

knit community steeped in culture 
and a unique sense of pride. Once 
hailed the “Queen City”, traces 

evident in its epic historical man-
sions set upon wide-set suburban 

the twentieth century for wealthy 
Wall Street tycoons who enjoyed 

escape from the big city. 
 
    Today, a recent cultural and 
economic revival has perfectly 
primed this residential gem for 
a renaissance. With an emerging 

residential opportunities combin-
ing with the city’s proud traditions, 
such as its 100 year-old symphony 
orchestra, this marks a new chapter 

-
lar place to live, work, and play.

ideal. Quin Sleepy Hollow has ex-
cellent access to Route 22, Route 
78, and neighboring downtown 
destinations she enjoys visiting, 

Plains. A number of retail stores, 
boutique shops, restaurants, golf 
courses and parks are just a short 
drive away.

    Located at 1400 South Avenue, 

TRANSIT’s Raritan Valley line, 
Quin Sleepy Hollow offers renters 
the opportunity to live luxe for 

commute. Prices start from the low 
$1,800s for one-bedroom layouts 
and the low $2,200s for two-bed-
room layouts. Limited-time grand 
opening incentives are still avail-
able, with additional incentives 
available to local business employ-
ees, civil servants, and teachers.

    

The homes include upscale fea-
tures such as nine-foot ceilings 

living areas, chef-inspired kitchens 
with two-toned European cabinetry 
and white quartz countertops,  
 

heating and air conditioning, and 
an oversized, front-loading washer/
dryer combo. A variety of one- and 
two-bedroom layouts are available, 
with den options, private garage 
parking, additional storage, and 
private outdoor space in select 
residences.

    Surrounding Quin Sleepy 
Hollow, residents have walkable 
access to neighborhood shopping, 
dining and service businesses. 
A specialty coffee shop/cafe, a 

variety of eateries are all just a 
short walk from the community. A 
newly-constructed park just next to 
the community on South Avenue 
will be home to future cultural 
events, local artist performances, 
and outdoor concerts. 

    To schedule an appointment and 
learn more about leasing opportu-
nities at Quin Sleepy Hollow, visit 
www.QuinSleepyHollow.com or 
call (908) 540-0400. 

After Living in Hoboken and Springfield, Renter Opts for Luxury/Value Combination in Exciting Transit Village Location

Young Teacher Finds Vibrant New Lifestyle at New Luxury Rental Community: 
Quin Sleepy Hollow

Dori D’Aloisio, One of the 
First Residents at Quin Sleepy Hollow Quin Sleepy Hollow, A New Luxury Rental Community

A Model Residence at Quin Sleepy Hollow

Calvary Nursery School & Child Care
Opens Registration for 2020-21 School Year:

OPEN HOUSE & REGISTRATION
UPCOMING IN JANUARY

CRANFORD — Calvary Nursery
School & Child Care (CNSCC) is
beginning registration in January for
the 2020-21 school year. The new
school year begins in September 2020
and it will be the program’s 27th year
of providing high-quality early
childhood care and education for
children ages 2½-6 years old. New
families are welcome to tour the
program and register during their Open
House on Saturday, January 25, from
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Limited space is
available, and registration is accepted
on a first-come, first-served basis.

CNSCC offers a morning Nursery
School Program, a full-day Child Care
Program and a Kindergarten Wrap-
Around Afternoon Program. The play-
based, year-round early childhood
center focuses on nurturing and
educating the whole child in a Christian

setting using a project-based learning
curriculum.  Enrichment opportunities
are offered in STEAM, cooking, yoga
and music. On-site therapy and social
skills support is also available through
a partnership agreement with Trinitas
Children’s Therapy Services.
  The program earned the distinction
of receiving a 4-star rating from the
state’s Grow NJ Kids assessment
program. CNSCC is one of only four
early childhood centers in Union
County to receive the 4-star
distinction. CNSCC is located at 108
Eastman Street, Cranford. For more
information, visit https://
www.calvarycranford.com/ or https:/
/www.facebook.com/CNSCC/, or
call (908) 272-3962.
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DEDICATED TEACHER...Karen Stevens (shown here with student) is entering her 26th
year teaching at CNSCC in 2020.

Courtesy of New Jersey Senate Democrats
LEADERS ATTEND REORGANIZATION...Sunday’s Union County
reorganizational meeting was attended by Trenton Democratic leadership, from
left to right, Senator Joseph Cryan (D-20th, Union), Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester), Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), Eliza-
beth Mayor Christian Bollwage, Union County Freeholder Angel Estrada, Eliza-
beth Democratic Committee Chair Tony Teixeira and Governor Phil Murphy.

Sweeney, Scutari, Cryan
Attend County Reorg.

Courtesy of James Lowney/County of Union
CHAIRMAN MIRABELLA...Union County Freeholder Alexander Mirabella is
sworn in as new chairman for 2020, as (from left to right) his wife, Phyllis
Mirabella; daughter, Micayla, and son, Alex, look on. State Senator Nick Scutari
(D-22nd, Linden), far right, administers the oath.

ELIZABETH – Senate President
Steve Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester),
Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd,
Linden) and Senator Joseph Cryan
(D-20th, Union) participated in the
Union County reorganization meeting
on Sunday, where they addressed the
newly-reelected Union County free-
holders and Union County surrogate.

“I offer my congratulations to all
Union County officials and wish them
the best as they begin 2020,” Senator
Sweeney said. “It is a privilege to
serve in public office and, as a former
freeholder, I know that serving at the
county level is among the most re-
warding public service anyone can
provide. Counties all across the state
are finding creative solutions to long-
time issues related to efficiencies and
affordability, and I look forward to
seeing what the leadership in Union
County will be able to accomplish in
the years to come.”

Union County Freeholders Bette
Jane Kowalski of Cranford, Sergio
Granados of Elizabeth and Rebecca
Williams of Plainfield, as well as Union
County Surrogate James LaCorte, were
all reelected this past November.

“The day an elected official is sworn
in is always a special day,” Senator
Scutari said. “I am proud to be a
lifelong resident of Union County,
where we have great elected officials
who work hard to better their commu-
nities throughout our county. They

have the trust of the residents in Union
County, and I wish them much con-
tinued success in the new year.”

“This is one of the highlights of the
year,” Senator Cryan said, “when
newly-elected and reelected officials
pledge their commitment to serve the
public, their towns, their counties and
their communities. There is a lot of
work we have yet to do in Union
County, and I look forward to work-
ing with those who were sworn in
today to make our county better, safer
and more equal for all our residents in
the years to come.”

Kean, Bramnick Respond
To Attack on Freelancers

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
21st, Westfield) called on the Murphy
Administration to end its attacks on
independent contractors and the
media after The Westfield Leader
was fined for not classifying
freelance reporters and photogra-
phers as employees.

“Many people choose to freelance
for a variety of reasons, and those
self-employed individuals make it
possible for small media outlets like
The Westfield Leader to offer com-
prehensive coverage of local govern-
ment meetings, school sports, and
community events,” Mr. Kean said.
“Unfortunately, The Westfield Leader
has been forced to end its freelance
program completely after being fined
by the Murphy Administration. I’d
like for Governor Murphy to explain
to The Leader’s many former con-
tributors how his assault on the com-
pany that paid them has improved
their situation or that of the commu-
nity they proudly served. This is a
clear example of how the Governor’s
flawed labor policies will hurt New
Jersey families and further erode a
media industry that is already strug-
gling to survive.”

According to The Westfield
Leader, it was forced to end its
freelance program after the New Jer-
sey Department of Labor fined the
paper’s publisher going back to 2015
for not treating freelance reporters
and photographers as employees.

Under the Governor’s direction,
the state has fined a variety of busi-
nesses and services, including Uber,
that have allowed freelancers and in-
dependent contractors the freedom to
work when they want and the oppor-

tunity to earn extra income at their
own pace, according to a press re-
lease from Sen. Kean.

Mr. Kean said he has been a vocal
opponent of efforts by Democrats in
the Legislature to codify through S-
4204 the Murphy Administration’s
treatment of independent contractors
as employees under state law.

“Some people have a full-time job
and want the opportunity to freelance
to earn extra income to support their
families, and others have caregiver
responsibilities that prevent them from
working traditional 9-to-5 jobs,”
added Mr. Kean. “In 2020, we
shouldn’t limit people’s ability to work
based on some outdated 1950s men-
tality of what a job should be. Gover-
nor Murphy should stop denying the
overtaxed people of New Jersey any
opportunity to work.”

Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) also commented. “These
(freelancers) are community mem-
bers who know the heartbeat of our
towns and neighborhoods,” said Mr.
Bramnick. “This is not their full-time
job, but they are committed to cover-
ing our community, whether keeping
tabs on the town council or reviewing
the newest play at the local theater.”

Speaking on Democrats’ efforts to
ruin the “gig economy,” he noted
that ride-sharing drivers, workers
such as truckers, childcare workers,
landscapers, hairdressers, musicians
and others could all be at risk under
S-4204 that has been speeding
through the Legislature. He said the
legislation changes how the govern-
ment determines whether a worker is
an employee or an independent con-
tractor, he said.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. to Ryan J.
Cooper, Esq. of Cooper LLC Counselors
at Law. Such Contract and Resolution No.
2020-01 authorizing said Contract are avail-
able for public inspection at the Office of
the Township Clerk.

Awarded to: Ryan J. Cooper, Esq., Coo-
per, LLC Counselors at Law, 108 North
Union Avenue, Suite 4, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016

Service: Township Attorney
Fee: $64,250
Duration: 1 (one) year
Date: January 2, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42
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It Is Now Up To The U.S. Senate
To Hold A True Impeachment Trial

I Say, ‘No Straw Please’; And You
Know What, I Am Still Alive

I was very disappointed – but not
surprised – by The Westfield Leader
commentary which concluded that the
proposed state bill banning plastic
bags is anti-business. The commen-
tary is short-sighted, incomplete in its
research, and completely unsound
environmentally.

Just as an example to show its inad-
equacies, it advises that, ‘perishables
such as meat, fish and poultry prod-
ucts can spill and drip into the bag,
resulting in health concerns.’ A bill
review would show that there is an
exception in for unwrapped food items
that may damage or contaminate other
food items.

The opinion advises that the Office
of Legislative Services says the ban
will ‘likely require the use of more
expensive alternative food service
products.’ On the contrary, this bill
will show us how our society can
actually do without these one-use
products. All non-recyclable packag-
ing that manufacturers currently force
upon us consumers (and into our trash)
can be replaced with recyclable pack-
aging. There may be a short-term in-
crease as manufacturers convert their
polluting packaging to environmen-
tally sound packaging, but there will
be long-term savings in terms of dis-
posal costs.

The opinion advises that the Chem-
istry Council states a ‘ban on
Styrofoam would not help the envi-
ronment and would be costlier to busi-
nesses to purchase alternatives…” Of
course, they would say that, Styrofoam
manufacturers support the Chemistry
Council financially.

It also states that The New Jersey
Food Council – which lobbies for the
supermarket industry – says that ‘pro-
vision of free reusable bags for two
months would cost one chain 12.8
million in one month.” I’m sorry, free
reusable bags have been given out by
the Department of Environmental
Protection, Union County Freehold-

ers and Improvement Authority, state
universities, municipalities, libraries,
NJ Future, law firms, environmental
organizations, banks, supermarkets,
at 5K runs, street fairs, the League of
Municipalities, and so many organi-
zations for the past three years, that I
would find it hard to believe that
every residence in this newspaper’s
reading area doesn’t have at least 10
in its pantry already.

The Food Council advocates, “Let’s
start slowly, because it’s all about
changing consumer behavior!’ Again,
I’m sorry, this bill was almost adopted
last year by our Legislature. It’s not
new, or unexpected. We have all seen
pictures of ocean animals – from
turtles, to dolphins, to whales either
strangled by plastic bags, or with stom-
achs filled with plastic bags. I ques-
tion anyone who says to ‘start slow’;
isn’t it too late for those animals who
used to live where the six-mile island
of plastic bags exists in the Pacific
Ocean? Consumers have been wait-
ing for this ban to happen. It sounds
like the Food Council is the group
that is late to change its bad habits.

This bill would prohibit single-use
carry out bags and Styrofoam. It is
about time it gets adopted. We do not
need them. How do you replace them?
Use the reusable shopping bags. In-
side each cereal and cracker box is a
bag. Mulch, top soil, pet food, are all
packaged in plastic bags. Cold cuts,
produce, bread, almost every food
item we buy, is packaged in plastic
bags. Wash and reuse them instead of
throwing them away. Every time I
order a drink of any type, I say, ‘No
straw please.’ And you know what, I
am still alive. Why do we think that
plastic packaging is safe for us any-
way? I wonder what this newspaper
and the Chemistry and Food Coun-
cils think about BPA poisoning from
plastic bottles?

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

While I would normally ignore the
long letters by Stephen Schoeman, his
letter in the January 2 edition of The
Westfield Leader was so full of mislead-
ing statements and errors, that I felt com-
pelled to write a response to his diatribe.

The main point of his letter was that the
process for the impeachment of President
Trump was faulty and therefore the im-
peachment was somehow not valid. He
ends by stating that we should “live by the
principles of our beloved Constitution or
in short order the Constitution shall be-
come a dead letter.” On this final state-
ment, I would agree with the writer.

It is the U.S. Constitution that gives the
“sole power of impeachment” to the U.S.
House of Representatives. As it further
states, the grounds for impeachment in-
clude: “Treason, Bribery, or other High
Crimes and Misdemeanors.” Thus, it is
up to the U.S. House of Representatives
to decide if the U.S. President has com-
mitted one or more impeachable offenses
and then to decide if those actions war-
rant a vote of impeachment.

The U.S. House of Representatives
held both private and public hearings to
look into the actions of the President
regarding his efforts to get Ukraine to
investigate Joe Biden. While the U.S.
House of Representatives would have
welcomed his testimony and the testi-
mony of his closest staff members, the
President blocked most of the people
with direct knowledge of his activities in
this matter from testifying. The White
House also ignored subpoenas from the

U.S. House of Representatives asking for
additional witnesses to testify and asking
for additional documentation.

In spite of this lack of cooperation, the
basic facts in the case are not in dispute.
The released transcript of the infamous
July 25 phone call between President
Trump and President Zelenskiy of Ukraine
makes it clear that President Trump was
asking for Ukraine to investigate Joe
Biden. All the witnesses called by the
U.S. House of Representatives agreed
that President Trump was asking Ukraine
to investigate Joe Biden and that he was
withholding military aid to Ukraine until
they agreed to do so. This was a clear
abuse of his power and warranted his
impeachment by the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. The second article of im-
peachment refers to his obstruction of the
inquiry.

It is now up to the U.S. Senate to hold
a true impeachment trial where the U.S.
Senators are to serve as impartial jurors.
This trial should have witnesses and Presi-
dent Trump could certainly agree to tes-
tify if he believes that there is no cause for
his impeachment. The true test will be to
see if the U.S. Senators can follow their
special oath that they will take that in-
cludes the statement: “I will do impartial
justice according to the Constitution.”
Let us see if the U.S. Senators abide by
this special oath when they vote at the end
of the impeachment trial.

Walter Korfmacher
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Theriomorphic – Said of gods hav-

ing the form of an animal
2. Argali – A species of very large wild

sheep
3. Ryot – A tenant farmer of India
4. Dianoetic – Capable of thought

through logic, rather than intuitive rea-
soning

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CYGNET
1. A young swan
2. A cluster of flowers in which each

main and secondary stem bears a single
flower

3. In architecture, a molding of a cor-
nice, the profile of which is partly con-
cave and partly convex

4. In biology, a cell without a nucleus
THROE

1. Skylight that admits or deflects light
2. A manrope beside a ladder
3. A sort of coarse canvas
4. To put in agony

TIMARAU
1. A courlan, a bird found in the West

Indies and Florida
2. A small stocky Philippine buffalo
3. A small flying squirrel, native to

Northern Europe
4. A shoemaker

HUGUENOT
1. Of the sea or ocean
2. An ancient Greek sailor in the mili-

tary
3. A French Protestant of the 16th and

17th centuries
4. A sharp spear used in harpooning

sea turtles

Download The Newspaper Online

www.goleader.com
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Westfield Mayor Brindle
2019 Summary

Flood Control, High-Density
Housing Hot Issues Again in ’20

New Law Provides Strategies
To Deter Unlawful Robocalls

With local governments reorganizing the past week,
we expect some lingering issues to continue in 2020.
Affordable housing continues to be a concern as
high-density housing has generated significant over-
development throughout our region. We agree with
Cranford Commissioner Mary O’Connor, who ques-
tioned why a town has to construct 300 housing units
in order to provide 45 affordable units. We would
like to see towns along the North and South Avenue
corridors — Westfield, Cranford and Garwood —
work together and communicate when large-scale
developments are proposed. Rush-hour traffic is
already at a snail’s pace. How will hundreds more
housing units under construction in our towns im-
pact traffic conditions? Our local elected officials
need to put pressure on Trenton to stop overdevelop-
ment.

Flood control was listed by Cranford Mayor Patrick
Giblin as his top priority this year. It is mind-
boggling that with Cranford’s flooding history that
developments like the one on Birchwood Avenue
were pushed through by the courts. We credit the
Cranford Planning Board with killing the 900-plus-
unit Hartz Mountain proposal on the Cranford-Clark
border.

Communications also seems to be a big issue
locally, as a public information officer position has
been established in Westfield and Garwood. Westfield

did it last year and Garwood created a similar
position last month. And Cranford Deputy Mayor
Kathleen Miller Prunty and Committeewoman Mary
O’Connor both have listed communications as a top
priority this year. Commissioner O’Connor, in fact,
is forming a communication committee in her role as
public affairs commissioner, while Ms. Prunty said
she wants Cranford to have a “truly effective public
information program” based on facts, not rumors.

At the county level, newly-elected Freeholder
Board Chairman Alexander Mirabella, a Fanwood
resident, has listed expansion of the Union County
Regional Dispatch Center among his initiatives in
2020. The regional center handles 911 calls from 14
municipalities, two medical centers, as well as six
county and regional units. In addition, the county
will provide new fire radios to seven municipal fire
departments, among them Fanwood, Garwood and
Mountainside. The dispatch center has been a huge
success since it was launched in 2012. Union County
took on dispatch services along with Emergency
Medical Services, the latter as a backup for local
rescue squads, following the closing of Atlantic
Health’s Cencom system.

In an effort to get their message out, we encourage
Cranford officials as well as those in Westfield,
Garwood, Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside
to submit letters on issues important to them.

We rang in a new year and decade last week, but
now hope the ring of unlawful robocalls will soon
be silenced, courtesy of much-anticipated legisla-
tion that was signed into law by President Donald
Trump at the close of 2019.

The Pallone-Thune Telephone Robocall Abuse
Criminal Enforcement and Deterrence (TRACED)
Act is designed to provide the public with relief
from robocalls that not only are a nuisance but have
also proven to be a tool for diverse scams.

Signed by President Trump on December 30, the
Pallone-Thune TRACED Act bears the names of its
sponsors in the U.S. House of Representatives and
the Senate, Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th,
NJ) and Senator John Thune (R-SD).

The passage of this legislation marked the cul-
mination of a dual effort in Congress to effec-
tively address robocalls with which Americans
have long been inundated on a daily basis.

In published comments on the new law, Rep.
Pallone stated that New Jersey residents “received
more than an estimated 200 million robocalls in
the 732 area code alone in 2019,” with over a
billion tallied statewide.

Last year, the House and Senate each passed a bill
aimed at deterring unlawful robocalls. The bills
were subsequently unified as part of a “bipartisan,
bicameral agreement” jointly announced by the

House and Senate in November, as noted in a release
by the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
Rep. Pallone chairs the committee.

Among the provisions of the Pallone-Thune
TRACED Act are mandates that carriers offer call-
authentication technology, as well as opt-in or opt-
out robocall blocking, both at no additional charge
to consumers, as cited in a December 31 release
issued by Rep. Pallone.

The Pallone-Thune legislation also provides the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) with
more muscle to combat unlawful robocalls, while
urging the Department of Justice to up its prosecu-
tions of those who utilize robocalls for illegal
activity, the release stated.

The law will assist the FCC and responsible
carriers in tracing and cutting off “suspect phone
companies that are responsible for sending vast
numbers of unlawful robocalls,” as detailed in the
release.

We particularly applaud an additional provision
within the newly-signed law that safeguards physi-
cians, patients and hospitals from such calls. Robocalls
directed to these individuals and institutions can
interfere with communication channels critical to
health-care and life-saving capabilities, and therefore
we believe this aspect of the TRACED Act is espe-
cially crucial to the overall well-being of the public.

Hope Cranford Continues To
Reduce Environmental Impact

Hello Cranford Mayor and Council,
and Green Team,

I am a supporter of the environmental
initiatives championed by former com-
missioner Dooley, and I hope to see
Cranford continue on with efforts to re-
duce our environmental impact wherever
possible.

That being said, I would like to put the
spotlight on solid waste removal for all of
Cranford. Our household pays about $35
per month to a private company. I’m not
even mad when they wake me up before
dawn, twice a week. My neighbors con-
tract from a different company, my dog
barks at them two other days in the week.
And when I’m biking to an early yoga
class I see trucks from two other compa-
nies making their rounds on a the same
route. Recently, a truck without backup
beepers, almost hit me backing out of a
narrow driveway after servicing a
dumpster.

Then I realize about five different gar-
bage companies are expending large
amounts of fossil fuels to move these
large trucks along redundant routes, ex-
erting wear and tear on our roads creating
noise and congestion more days of the
week than if we had an organized town-
wide system. One pickup.

I would be glad to pay my $35 per
month, in the form of a solid waste tax, to
the township to have a streamlined, bi-
weekly town-wide garbage pickup. With
the township’s power of negotiating, in
our best interest, might the cost per house-
hold even go down?

I understand these garbage companies
are local businesses who have done it this
way for generations. But perhaps Cranford
could identify more than one company
and biforcate or triforcate a contract to so
that several vendors can get a piece of the
pie.

An efficient town-organized pickup
would reduce noise, pollution, consump-
tion of fuel and wear and tear on our
roads. The potential for property damage
and accidents would also decrease.

Re-evaluating this system is also a
perfect opportunity to consider curbside
food waste/compost collection as well.

When private removal was decided,
Cranford was a much smaller and less
populated town with larger lots and lower
density. The roads were less crowded.
Isn’t it due time to rethink solid waste
management for the greater good in
Cranford?

Alison Mennor
Cranford
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Garwood Mayor Todisco Summarizes
The 2019 Borough Progress

As my first year as Mayor wraps up,
I want to take some time to reflect on
what we have been able to accomplish
as we worked together to make Garwood
an even stronger community. As I’ve
always said, this cannot be done alone,
so I thank the many volunteers, all of
our borough employees, and the entire
Council for all their hard work through-
out the year.

Over a year ago, I mapped out a
vision and plan for Garwood. In addi-
tion to achieving the 100-day pledge in
just the first 78 days in office, we have
so much to be proud of as we look back
over the year.

Our plan focused on: Proactive lead-
ership, Delivering top value, Modern-
izing our government, and Bringing our
community together.

Proactive Leadership:
-Conducted informal town hall meet-

ings regarding the rescue platform lad-
der truck and townwide property re-
valuation

-Advocated for restoration of the off-
peak one seat rides as part of the Raritan
Valley Line Mayor’s Alliance, which
came to fruition in early November, and
together, we continue to push NJ Tran-
sit for more equitable service

-Fought the high-voltage power line
project proposed by PSE&G, which was
put on indefinite hold

-Continued frequent reports on the
demolition and construction process of
the South and North Avenue redevelop-
ment sites

-Issued a public statement and brought
in representatives of New Jersey Ameri-
can Water regarding water quality

-Worked in conjunction with the May-
ors Council Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control to advocate for federal
support to mitigate flood control issues
in our area

-Held quarterly joint meetings to en-
sure strong communication between the
council, planning board, and board of
education

-Stood up to the state against the idea
of a forced merger of all non-K-12
districts, which would include Garwood

Delivering Top Value:
-2nd lowest municipal tax increase in

the past 18 years at $35 per the average
home

-Received $380,000 in a State DOT
grant for the 2020 road project, which
covers 83 percent of the estimated cost
and is $100,000 more than last year

-Implementing granite, Belgian block
curbing, which is easier to maintain and
looks nicer for the same price as con-
crete curbs

-Negotiated with the gas company
for more curb-to-curb paving after they
are done with their main line replace-
ment project on most of the north side

-Completed the 200 block of Spruce
Avenue road project by negotiating with
the gas company to pave the street curb
to curb after the borough completed the
additional drainage and curbing portion
of the project

-Utilized partial funding by the water
company to add drainage, replace curbs,
and pave New Street after the work on
the main was done by the water com-
pany

-Purchased a new street sweeper to
enhance this service by our DPW to
follow a regular schedule

-Sold excess sewer flow rights to
Springfield bringing in $145,000 in rev-
enue to help defray increases in taxes

-Added shading to Hartman Park by
utilizing a $20,000 matching grant from

Union County
-Received a $16,000 matching grant

from Union County for netting at the
recreation complex in response to a
neighbor’s request

-Ensured Garwood’s outstanding first
responders and the borough were reim-
bursed for their response following the
Paperboard partial building collapse

Modernizing Our Government:
-Created and implemented an appro-

priate borough-wide social media policy
setting guidelines for use and oversight

-Launched Garwood’s official social
media sites to bring more up-to-date
information to residents

-Contracted to upgrade the borough
website, which will come to fruition in
early 2020

-Police Street of the Week program
helped increase responsive community
policing based on resident feedback

-Increased use of Nixle to send com-
munity alerts

-Interviewed twice by Comcast
Newsmakers to discuss what’s new in
Garwood

-Created the part-time position of
public information officer to keep up
with and enhance the borough outreach
via the website and social media

Bringing Our Community Together:
-Won the 2019 Foodstock Challenge

between Garwood and Fanwood as we
set out to collect non-perishable food
items to help those who are food inse-
cure in our local area (set a new state
record of 4,815 pounds in the process,
too!)

-Recognized individuals who go
above and beyond to help make Garwood
the “small town with a big heart” we all
love through new Community Spirit
Awards

-Started the Citizen Advisory Panel
to solicit resident feedback on capital
purchases

Open application process for appoint-
ments to boards and committees

-Held more community events, such
as Touch-a-Truck, Breakfast with the
Easter Bunny, Bingo Nights, MLK Day
of Service, and Brunch with Santa, and
enhanced traditional events, like the
Christmas Tree Lighting

-Mayor’s Wellness Campaign orga-
nized monthly 3K walks and a variety of
programs

-Collected plastic bags as part of a
Green Team initiative, which will bring
two new benches to town for satisfying
the Trex Challenge

-Green Team volunteers built first
ever rain garden at the recreation com-
plex

-Started a quarterly Breakfast with
the Mayor event to invite the public to
ask questions, bring forth any concerns,
or just to say hello (thanks to special
guests the police chief, school superin-
tendent, board of education president,
former mayors, and fire chief for par-
ticipating.)

While much has been accomplished
in 2019, there is still much work to be
done in 2020 and beyond. I look for-
ward to continuing to work to make
Garwood an even more vibrant com-
munity and launching new initiatives.
Check out my Mayor’s Address at our
re-organization meeting on January 6
to hear more as we embark into a new
year.

Wishing everyone a safe and happy
New Year!

Sara Todisco
Garwood Mayor

Letters to the Editor
I am going to throw myself into

the ridiculous discussion about the
hiring of a new Garwood athletic
director for the same reason I write
so many of my letters – my concern
for Garwood’s environment. With-
out getting into the argument about
a committee versus a commission
form of recreation management, or
the virtues of hiring a Garwood man-
ager versus a non-Garwood man-
ager, (should we fire all of our fire
and police officers who live outside
of Garwood?) I am expressing only
one concern.

On numerous Garwood walks I
was appalled as I walked through
the complex and saw dozens of plas-
tic water and other bottles strewn
along the sidelines of the multi-
purpose field. It was clear to me
that no one was enforcing the re-
quirement of the teams cleaning af-
ter themselves. Less clear was
whether these teams were leaving
their financial guarantees to com-
plete the required cleanup with the

borough. If our new director can
keep the field clean, and collect the
fee from those teams that don’t, the
decision to hire him will be a great
one. Regardless of where he lives.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

President Is The Commander-In-Chief,
Not Congress, Not Pelosi, Not Schiff

Imagine Congress being the co-
commander-in-chief of American
armed forces. But this is apparently
what Democrats in Congress want as
in knee-jerk fashion that oppose Presi-
dent Trump’s decision to kill the Ira-
nian general who wrought so much
death and havoc in the Middle East,
killing hundreds of American soldiers.

Congress that leaks like a sieve.
Congress that is partisan to the nth
degree! Congress that does not have
all the superb intelligence and mili-
tary information ready available to
the President.

Congress with such arcane rules
and traditions such as the filibuster.
Congressional Democrats who have
impeached President Trump and want
him convicted by the Senate.

The Constitutional Convention in
Article II Section 2(1) of the Consti-
tution widely decided upon a unified
military command under the author-
ity and power of the President. And
for very good reason.

Imagine too FDR having to have
consulted with Congress regarding
this or that military operations during
the Second World War. The Battle of
the Bulge, for example. Or President
Wilson during the First World War.

Nor is it helpful that Democrats are
in their criticism of President Trump’s
decision to kill the Iranian general are
undermining President Trump’s au-
thority and, in effect, giving aid and
comfort to the enemy and undermin-
ing as well the confidence of our
allies in American military determi-
nation to root out terrorism wherever
where in the world it may be and to
defeat Iran that the State Department

has long listed as a state sponsor of
terrorism.

There is time enough for Congress
to be consulted about the President’s
decision when all the intelligence and
military information can safely to
shared without risk of endangering
American forces in Iraq and through-
out the Middle East and beyond. And
American civilians as well.

Time enough for Democrats in
Congress to ponder the meaning and
significance of President Trump’s
decision in the broader context of
history. Or is it that President Trump
should have waited to consult Con-
gress before making his decision to
kill the general when that rare oppor-
tune moment presented itself for him
to do kill the general?

The hardest decision any President
makes is to go to war as President
Trump has repeatedly stated. Con-
gress should therefore defer its judg-
ment one way or the other and not
within seemingly seconds of the suc-
cessful missile attack on the Iranian
general make judgments.

Generals and admirals win wars,
not politicians! The President is the
Commander-in-Chief, not Congress,
not Speaker Pelosi, not Chairman
Schiff, not Chairman Nadler, not Sen-
ate Majority Leader McConnell, not
Senate Minority Leader McCarthy,
not the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee, not the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee, not The New York
Times or The Wall Street Journal or
The Washington Post, not the public,
not you, not me!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003802

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-003864-19

Plaintiff: CARRINGTON MORTGAGE SER-
VICES, LLC

VS.
Defendant: VICKIE HOUSTON LEWIS;

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 01/15/2020
Writ of Execution: 09/24/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-One Thousand Eight Hundred Fourteen
and 46/100*** $351,814.46.

All that certain land and premises situated in
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey, being more particularly
described as follows:

Lot: 3; Block: 6001 on the Tax Map of the
Township of Scotch Plains.

Nearest Cross Street: Rolling Peaks Way.
Approximate Dimensions: 70.00 feet x 95.00

feet x 68.89 feet x 95.01 feet.
Being more commonly known as: 20 Johnson

Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Pursuant to a municipal tax search dated Oc-

tober 1, 2019.
Subject to: 2019 4th quarter taxes due 11/1/

2019, $1,618.19 OPEN.
Sewer: Acct: 06001-00003, $195.61 due and

good through 10/30/2019.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Sixty-Four

Thousand Four Hundred Sixty and 67/100***
$364,460.67 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
HILL WALLACK LLP
21 ROSZEL ROAD
P.O. BOX 5226
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 08543-5226
(609) 924-0808
4 T - 12/19, 12/26/19, 01/02
& 01/09/20 Fee: $177.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003934

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006932-18

Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION (“FANNIE MAE”), A CORPO-
RATION ORGANIZED AND EXISTING UNDER
THE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

VS.
Defendant: KARIDA S. WINKLER, HER

HEIRS, DEVISEES, PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES HIS, HERS, THEIR, OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTERTEST; AHISHA QUALLIS A/K/A AHISHA
N. WINKLER; NEW CENTURY FINANCIAL SER-
VICES INC.; STATE OF NEW JERSEY: UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 01/22/2020
Writ of Execution: 11/07/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Seventy-Nine Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty-
Five and 74/ 100*** $579,855.74.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 312 LIVINGSTON
STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT 2 (F/K/A LOT 3) BLOCK 4004 (F/K/A
BLOCK 508).

Dimensions of Lot: 100 feet wide by 150 feet
long.

Nearest Cross Street: RIPLEY PLACE.
*SUBJECT TO ANY UNPAID TAXES, MU-

NICIPAL LIENS OR OTHER CHARGES, AND
ANY SUCH TAXES, CHARGES, LIENS, IN-
SURANCE PREMIUMS OR OTHER AD-
VANCES MADE BY PLAINTIFF PRIOR TO THIS
SALE. ALL INTERESTED PARTIES ARE TO
CONDUCT AND RELY UPON THEIR OWN
INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION TO ASCER-
TAIN WHETHER OR NOT ANY OUTSTAND-
ING INTEREST REMAIN OF RECORD AND/
OR HAVE PRIORITY OVER THE LIEN BEING
FORECLOSED AND, IF SO THE CURRENT
AMOUNT DUE THEREON.

• 2020 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2020 $2,972.38 OPEN
• 2020 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2020 $2,972.37 OPEN
• Sewer: Acct: 6306 0 01/01/2019 - 12/31/2019

$165.00 OPEN PLUS PENALTY
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Ninety-One

Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty-One and 55/100***
$591,961.55 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 12/26/19, 01/02/20, 01/09/20
& 01/16/20 Fee: $220.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003911

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008976-16

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
F/K/A THE BANK OF NEW YORK AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS OF THE
CWABS INC., ASSET-BACKED CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2005-13

VS.
Defendant: GRACE MELENDEZ, HOUSE-

HOLD FINANCE CORPORATION III, UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY

Sale Date: 01/22/2020
Writ of Execution: 11/06/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seventeen Thousand One Hundred Forty and
85/100*** $417,140.85.

MUNICIPALITY: Scotch Plains Township.
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 2405 Park Place.
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 7304, LOT:

17.01.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT:
NEAREST CROSS STREET:
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): All unpaid

municipal taxes, assessments and liens; Any set
of facts which an accurate survey would dis-
close; Any restrictions or covenants on record
which run with the land; Rights of the United
States of America, if any; Any Condominium lien
priority, if any; Any outstanding PUD or
Homeowner’s Associations dues or fees, if any;
Any occupants or persons in possession of the
property, if any; Additional municipal charges,
liens, taxes or tax sale certificates and insur-
ance, if any.

Scotch Plains Township 2019 4th Qtr taxes
holds a claim for taxes due and/or other munici-
pal utilities such as water and/or sewer in the
amount of $2582.87 as of 10/23/2019.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Twenty-Six
Thousand Two Hundred Sixty-Eight and 98/
100*** $426,268.98 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 12/26/19, 01/02/20, 01/09/20
& 01/16/20 Fee: $201.96

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

2020 ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE

MAYOR AND COUNCIL SECOND & FOURTH THURSDAY-7:15 PM
EXCEPT NOVEMBER 23, 2020 IS A MONDAY
EXCEPT DECEMBER 28, 2020 IS A MONDAY

2020 Council Meeting Schedule
Jan 9 & 23 Feb 13 & 27 March 12 & 26
April 9 & 23 May 14 & 28 June 11 & 25
July 9 & 23 Aug 13 & 27 Sept 10 & 24
Oct 8 & 22 Nov 12 & 23 (Monday) Dec 10 & 28 (Monday)

Workshop  meetings commence at 7:00 p.m. same evening, preceding the Regular
Council Meeting.  Executive Sessions may be held at any meeting listed.

Formal action may be taken at any meeting listed.

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
FIRST WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH - 8:00 PM
Except January is second Wednesday
Held at Garwood Public Library – 411 Third Avenue
No Meetings in July and August 2020

BOARD OF HEALTH 1/15, 3/18, 6/17, 9/16, 12/16, 2020 - 6:00 PM

GARWOOD MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE
2/10, 4/6, 5/4, 6/8, 9/14, 10/5/2019 – 7:00 PM

All above meetings listed will be held at the prevailing time or as soon thereafter as
possible in the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey unless
otherwise specified.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL CONSTITUTES THE
AUTHORITY AS THE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD FOR THE BOR-
OUGH.
1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $55.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

PUBLIC LIBRARY
2020 MEETINGS

Notice is hereby given. The Board of
Trustees of the Mountainside Public Li-
brary adopted the following board meeting
schedule for 2020.  All dates are Mondays.

January 27
February 24

March 16
April 20
May 18
June 15
July 20

No meeting in August
September 21

October 19
November 16
December 21

Meetings begin at 7:30 PM in the meet-
ing room of the Mountainside Public Li-
brary.  The Mountainside Public Library is
located on Constitution Plaza in
Mountainside, New Jersey.

Ian Sloat
Director, Mountainside Public Library

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. to Mark
Rothman, Esq. of Robbins and Robbins,
LLP. Such Contract and Resolution No.
2020-09 authorizing said Contract are avail-
able for public inspection at the Office of
the Township Clerk.

Awarded to: Mark Rothman, Esq.,
Robbins and Robbins, LLP, 568 Amboy
Avenue, Woodbridge, New Jersey, 07095

Service: Alternate Municipal Prosecutor
Duration: 1 (one) year
Date: January 2, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. to Apruzzese,
McDermott, Mastro and Murphy. Such
Contract and Resolution No. 2020-02 au-
thorizing said Contract are available for
public inspection at the Office of the Town-
ship Clerk.

Awarded to: Apruzzese, McDermott,
Mastro and Murphy, 25 Independence
Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey 07059

Service: Labor Attorney
Fee not to exceed: $25,000.00
Duration: 1 (one) year
Date: January 2, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. to Riker,
Danzig, Scherer, Hyland & Perretti LLP.
Such Contract and Resolution No. 2020-
06 authorizing said Contract are available
for public inspection at the Office of the
Township Clerk.

Awarded to: Riker, Danzig, Scherer,
Hyland & Perretti LLP, Headquarters Plaza,
One Speedwell Avenue, Morristown, New
Jersey, 07962

Service: General Litigation Services
Fee: $200/hour, not to exceed

$20,000.00
Duration: 1 (one) year
Date: January 2, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. to Norman W.
Albert, Esq. Such Contract and Resolution
No. 2020-08 authorizing said Contract are
available for public inspection at the Office
of the Township Clerk.

Awarded to: Norman W. Albert, Esq., 23
North Avenue East, Cranford, New Jersey
07016

Service: Municipal Prosecutor
Fee, Not to Exceed: $48,000.00
Duration: 1 (one) year
Date: January 2, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. to McElroy,
Deutsch, Mulvaney and Carpenter, LLP.
Such Contract and Resolution No. 2020-
07 authorizing said Contract are available
for public inspection at the Office of the
Township Clerk.

Awarded to: McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney
and Carpenter, LLP, 570 Broad Street,
15th Floor, Newark, New Jersey 07102

Service: General Litigation Services
Fee: $200/hour, not to exceed

$20,000.00
Duration: 1 (one) year
Date: January 2, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $21.93

Garwood Must Enforce Cleanup As
Part Of New Athletic Director Job
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THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

We Sell

Space
To Advertise,

Call the Spaceman
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.
Board Certified

– Obituaries –
Rose Costello Verzillo, 96,

Longtime Westfield Resident

Rose Verzillo

Rose Costello Verzillo, 96, of
Westfield passed away peacefully
with her family by her bedside on
Wednesday, January 1,
2020, following a brief
illness.

Rose worked as a bank
teller for Wells Fargo
and its predecessor enti-
ties for more than 40
years. She lived in
Westfield for much of
her life. After retirement,
she was an avid reader
and enjoyed family func-
tions; she took special
delight in interacting
with her granddaughters and great-
grandchildren.

Rose was predeceased by her hus-
band, Joseph Verzillo, and her only
child, Beverly Verzillo Cambria. She
was also predeceased by her brother,
Richard Costello (Judith Costello).

She is survived by her granddaugh-
ters, Marnie Cambria Dardanello

(Steven Dardanello) and Allison
Cambria (David Morrow), and her
five great-grandchildren, Melissa

Rose Dardanello, Gregory
Steven Dardanello,
Michael William
Dardanello, Charlotte
Beverly Morrow and
Parker Elizabeth Morrow.
She is also survived by
her son-in-law, William
Cambria; her sister, Nancy
Trimble, who resides in
California; her nephews,
Thomas Trimble, Mark
Costello and Perry
Costello, and her niece,

Laurie Costello Wormuth.
Visitation and services were held at

Dooley Colonial Funeral Home in
Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield. For
additional information or to sign the
guestbook, please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.

January 9, 2020

Library Highlights Activities
For Second Half of January

GARWOOD — The Garwood Pub-
lic Library has scheduled multiple
programs for the second half of Janu-
ary. Visitors are advised that the li-
brary will be closed on Monday, Janu-
ary 20, in observance of Martin Luther
King Day.

Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) will
be available next Thursday, January
16, from 10 a.m. to noon. Union County
Division on Aging staff will be on
hand to assist senior citizens age 60
and older, or their caregivers, with
information on services such as meal
delivery, respite care, adult day care
and support services for caregivers.

“What’s It Worth” will be pre-
sented on Thursday, January 23, at 6
p.m. Professional appraiser, radio
host and auctioneer Michael
Ivankovich will offer advice and es-
timate the value of items brought by
the audience. Each audience mem-
ber may bring two items for ap-
praisal. Registration is required and
participation limited to 30 persons.

LEGO Club will be offered on
Thursday, January 23, at 3 p.m. It also
meets today, January 9, at the same
time. This program is open to chil-
dren ages 4 to 12. Youngsters are

encouraged to find inspiration through
this month’s theme and build what-
ever comes to mind. Some Lego cre-
ations will be displayed in the library
showcase. Registration is required by
phone or in person. Participation is
limited to 15 children.

The Monday Afternoon Book Club
will meet at 1 p.m. on January 27 to
discuss “Next Year in Havana” by
Chanel Cleeton. No registration is
required.

Brixology, for children in grades 2
to 6, will be held on Wednesdays,
January 15 through March 4. Using
LEGO bricks, kids build a different
engineering project in each class.
Registration is required for this series
of eight classes and participation is
limited to 15.

The Garwood Public Library is
open Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m.
to 8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 10
a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., and Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The library is located at 411 Third
Avenue, Garwood. For more infor-
mation and to register for programs,
call (908) 789-1670. Information on
all library programs also is available
at youseemore.com/garwood.

Miller-Cory to Showcase
Snow Globes on Sunday

WESTFIELD — Place a clear
dome in your hand, turn it over, and
magically a little scene is engulfed in
a swirling, slow-motion snowstorm.
First featured in Paris, the miniature
worlds under glass called snow globes
have delighted people since the 1800s.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
will present a program about these
charming collectibles this Sunday,
January 12, from 2 to 4 p.m. “The
Wonderful World of Snow Globes”
will include a display of globes as well
as a short presentation on their history.
Children also may make a festive craft.
Light refreshments will be served.

Admission is $5 for adults and chil-
dren age 13 and older; $3 for children
ages 3 to 12, and free for those under
age 3. The Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum is located at 614 Mountain Av-
enue, Westfield.

Upcoming Sunday programs at the
museum include “Sweet and Spicy
Pomanders” on February 9; “Liberal
Libations of the 18th Century” on
March 8, and “Maple Sugar Sun-
day” on March 22. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 232-1776 or email
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. The
museum’s website is
millercoryhouse.org.

Westfield Hist. Soc. to Host
Edwardian Tea Luncheon

WESTFIELD — The historic
Reeve House,  home to the
Westfield Historical Society, will
be transformed into an Edwardian
Tea House on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 5, at noon.

Participants will enjoy a British
afternoon tea luncheon as the
Edwardians would have in the late
1800s and early 1900s. They will
experience the “Downton Abbey”
way of life as they sip tea while
eating scones with clotted cream
and jam, accompanied by a variety
of finger sandwiches with deca-
dent desserts to follow.

Attendees also will be enter-
tained by music in the restored 1875
Italianate Reeve House, formally
known as the Reeve History and
Cultural Resource Center. They can
sit by the fireplace ablaze in the
parlor, surrounded by elegant fur-
niture and paintings, or contem-
plate in the library with artifacts

from the Reeve family, or dine as
the Reeve family would in the
sumptuous dining room. Edwardian
Afternoon Tea attire is optional.

The Reeve History and Cultural
Resource Center is located at 314
Mountain Avenue, Westfield. Space
is limited, so interested persons
are encouraged to make their res-
ervations early and no later than
Thursday, January 30.

To reserve a spot for this event,
call (908) 654-1794 or email
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.
The fee of $35 for Westfield His-
torical Society members or $40
for non-members should be paid
in advance (check payable to
Westfield Historical Society) by
mailing to Westfield Historical
Society, P.O. Box 613, Westfield,
N.J .  07091,  or  onl ine  a t
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org/
registration/. Payments should be
received by January 30.

EDWARDIAN ELEGANCE...The Westfield Historical Society will host an
Edwardian tea luncheon on Wednesday, February 5, at noon, at the Reeve History
and Cultural Resource Center. All are invited to enjoy lunch, music and the
ambiance of a “Downton Abbey”-style gathering.

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty
STUFFED WITH LOVE...Members of the Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield
and Clark Kiwanis joined forces in early December to donate and assemble
Christmas stockings for young people for Visions and Pathways, an organiza-
tion that acts as a liaison for teens transitioning out of foster care and into
independent living. It also helps youth who are at risk. Not only did adult
members gather at the Westfield Area Y, but teens from local Key Clubs
brought donations of toiletries and other items for the stockings and joined in
the fun. This is the fourth year the clubs have come together for this project.
For club meeting dates and times that are held bi-monthly at the Westfield
Area Y, call (732) 382-5367.

Cranford Library Posts
Readers Forum Lineup

CRANFORD — The Cranford Pub-
lic Library offers a Readers Forum
book club that meets monthly. New
members are always welcome. Ses-
sions are held on Mondays, at 7 p.m.,
in the library’s Fridlington Room.

The library can not guarantee a
copy of each book for every partici-
pant, but every effort will be made to
obtain multiple copies. The follow-
ing are the upcoming dates and titles
for the first half of 2020:

January 27 — “Educated” by Tara
Westover (2018). A memoir of a
woman who grew up in Idaho off the
grid testifying to the irrepressible thirst
to learn.

February 24 — “There There” by
Tommy Orange (2018). A medita-
tion on identity and its broken alter-
natives as American Indians travel
to a powwow.

March 23 — “Where the Crawdads
Sing” by Delia Owens (2018). In a
quiet town on the North Carolina coast,

a young woman who survived alone in
the wild becomes a murder suspect.

April 27 — “The Lost Girls of
Paris” by Pam Jenoff (2019). A story
of friendship and courage centered
around three women and a ring of
female secret agents during World
War II.

May 18 — “Prairie Fires: The
American Dreams of Laura Ingalls
Wilder” by Caroline Fraser (2018).
An elegant portrait describes how
Wilder adapted her life into a tale of
self-reliance and perseverance.

June 22 — “The Tattooist of
Auschwitz” by Heather Morris (2018).
An extraordinary tale of a concentra-
tion camp detainee who was forced to
tattoo numbers onto the arms of thou-
sands of incoming prisoners.

The Cranford Public Library is lo-
cated at 224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.
For more information, call the Refer-
ence Desk at (908) 709-7272 or email
library@cranfordnj.org.

Kenilworth Hist. Society
To Celebrate Kwanzaa

KENILWORTH – The Kenilworth
Historical Society will celebrate the
uplifting, unifying family and cul-
tural traditions of Kwanzaa during a
program this Sunday, January 12. It
will take place at the historic Oswald
J. Nitschke House, located at 49
South 21st Street, Kenilworth.

This event will highlight the his-
tory, principles and customs of the
joyous African-American holiday
through song, drumming, crafts and
dance. It will feature Daisy Nelson
Century, Ed.D., a professional ac-
tress, historical interpreter, author,
educator and motivational speaker
who has performed before audiences
throughout the United States.

Her presentation will cover the
principles, colors, symbols, foods
and other significant elements of
Kwanzaa, which is based on Afri-
can year-end harvest festivals. Since
its founding in 1966 by Dr. Maulana
“Ron” Karenga, a professor of black
studies, Kwanzaa has been cel-
ebrated annually in the United States
from December 26 through January
1, with each day honoring one of the

holiday’s seven principles (unity,
self-determination, collective work
and responsibility, cooperative eco-
nomics, sense of purpose, creativ-
ity, faith).

The celebration on Sunday will
begin with a tasting of traditional
Kwanzaa foods at 1:15 p.m., followed
by the program at 2 p.m. Admission is
$10 for adults and $5 for children
under age 12. Advance registration is
requested, as seating is limited. The
Nitschke House has an elevator and is
fully accessible. For information and
reservations, call (908) 709-0434.

This program is being made pos-
sible in part by a 2019 HEART (His-
tory, Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. The
Kenilworth Education Association
PRIDE Committee is contributing
food for the event.

Proceeds will benefit the Kenilworth
Historical Society’s Oswald J. Nitschke
House, a circa 1880 “living history”
museum and cultural arts center, by
helping to defray operating and pro-
gramming costs.

Theater Project to Present
Play By Dennis D’Aprile

CRANFORD — The Theater
Project will present a staged, script-
in-hand reading of “Letters from a
Self Made Merchant to His Son,”
an original play by Brooklyn play-
wright Dennis D’Aprile, on Satur-
day, January 18, at 2 p.m., at the
Cranford Community Center.

The reading will be followed by
a discussion with the audience, di-
rector, playwright and cast. This
program is sponsored by the
Friends of the Cranford Public Li-
brary. Future Theater Project live
readings will take place on Febru-
ary 8, April 18 and May 16, also at
the Community Center, at 2 p.m.

The play is based on a 1903 book
by George Horace Lorimer, famed
editor of The Saturday Evening
Post, which follows a successful
businessman as he grooms his son
to take over the family meat-pack-
ing business by making him start at
the bottom. The playwright has
taken the original work and juxta-
posed it with a story of a modern
entrepreneur to see how it holds up
after almost 120 years.

Dennis D’Aprile has been work-
ing with The Theater Project‘s writ-
ing group as an actor and director
for a number of years. More re-
cently, he has been involved as a
writer. This is his first full-length
play reading. As an actor, some of
his favorite shows with The The-
ater Project include The Lady in
Question ,  Valhalla!  and The
Groundling, and directing Steel
Magnolias. He also has been seen
at The Triad Theater in New York,
Dreamcatcher Rep, 12 Miles West,
and Alliance Rep. Mr. D’Aprile
has acted, directed and recently
written for many short-play festi-

vals. He is a graduate of Esper
Studios and Monmouth University.

The Theater Project is a profes-
sional theater group and the win-
ner of two New Jersey Tony
Awards. To learn more, visit
thetheaterproject.org.

Admission to this event is free and
all are welcome. The Cranford Com-
munity Center is located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue, Cranford, and is acces-
sible to all. For information about the
Cranford Public Library, the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library and
other upcoming events, visit the
Cranford Public Library page at
cranfordlibrary.org.

Library Lists Date
For Cookbook Club

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library’s new
Cookbook Club will meet next
Thursday, January 16, at 7 p.m., to
discuss and sample recipes from
“The Complete America’s Test
Kitchen TV Show Cookbook
(2001-2018).”

Each month, registered partici-
pants choose, prepare and share
recipes from a selected cookbook.
Members get together to sample
the dishes and discuss the cook-
book. Registration is required. In-
terested persons are asked to stop
by the library Reference Desk to
register and to select a recipe.

For more information about this
program, go to scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org or call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.
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This Is
Westfield

MR. AND MRS. RYAN DOHENY
(She is the former Ms. Keegan Wallace)

Ms. Keegan Wallace
Marries Ryan Doheny

Ms. Keegan Wallace and Ryan
Doheny were married on Saturday,
November 9, 2019, at The Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Church in
Scarsdale, New York. Father Tho-
mas Lynch officiated.

The bride is the daughter of Beth
and William Wallace of Westfield. The
bridegroom is the son of MaryKathryn
Doheny of Providence Forge, Virginia.

The bride was escorted by her
father. She wore a pleated ball gown
that featured a lace bodice with a
scalloped V-neck, and her
grandmother’s brooch. She carried
a bouquet of white peonies.

Following a reception at The

Coveleigh Club in Rye, New York,
the couple left for their honeymoon
in Thailand. They live in the East
Village.

The bride is a graduate of
Westfield High School and Clemson
University in Clemson, South Caro-
lina. She is employed as an Account
Executive at PromoteIQ, a
Microsoft company in Manhattan.

The bridegroom is a graduate of
Georgetown Preparatory School in
North Bethesda, Maryland and at-
tended Fairfield University in
Fairfield, Connecticut. He is em-
ployed as an Enterprise Software
Salesperson at IBM.

Photo by MCG Photography

MR. AND MRS. VINCENT SHEN
(She is the former Miss Amy Catherine Stroud)

Miss Amy Catherine Stroud
Marries Vincent Shen

Miss Amy Catherine Stroud, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. David and
Pamela Stroud of Charleston, South
Carolina, was married on Saturday,
November 9, 2019, to Vincent Shen.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Tek-
Ming and Ho-Lan Shen of Westfield.

The ceremony took place at The
Citadel Beach Club in Isle of Palms,
South Carolina, with Mr. Rick Bell,
of Summit, officiating. A reception
followed at The Citadel Beach Club.

Escorted by her father and mother,
the bride wore a crisp satin, ball
wedding gown with a wide waist-
band and custom satin buttons. She
carried a bouquet of dried grasses
wrapped in her grandmother’s blue
handkerchief.

Mrs. Laura Capps of Charleston,
South Carolina, sister of the bride,
was the maid of honor. The bridal
attendants included Mrs. Isabel Shen
Mnookin, of Brooklyn, sister of the
bridegroom; Miss Kristin Nelson of
Manhattan, Miss Jordan Neeley of
Charleston, Mrs. Atena Vladu of
Queens, Mrs. Kourtenay Mott
Hanrahan of Boston, Miss Kristin
Valente of Boston, and Mrs. Meghan
Dailey of Charleston, friends of the
bride. The maid of honor wore a
midnight blue dress, and the bridal
attendants wore gowns of steel blue.
All carried bouquets of dried grasses.

Paul Cognetti and Joseph McCabe,

both of Westfield and childhood
friends of the bridegroom, served as
co-best men. Serving as groomsmen
were Jacob Mnookin of Brooklyn,
brother-in-law of the bridegroom;
David Ucciferri of Vero Beach,
Lawrence Kao of Toronto, Ryan
Bartholomew of Jersey City and Sam
Gurdus of San Francisco, childhood
friends of the bridegroom.

A 2003 graduate of Riverside High
School, the bride earned a Bachelor of
Landscape Architecture from Clemson
University in Clemson, South Caro-
lina, in 2007. She is employed as a
Director of Business Development and
Marketing at Rogers Partners.

The bridegroom, a 2003 graduate
of Westfield High School, earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in Fi-
nance and Accounting from Boston
College in 2007. He holds the Char-
tered Financial Analyst designation
and is a Senior Analyst at Sound
Point Capital Management, LP.

The couple met in Manhattan, New
York.

The parents of the bride and bride-
groom hosted a welcome dinner the
evening before the wedding at Grace
& Grit in Mount Pleasant, South
Carolina.

Following a honeymoon in Thai-
land and Singapore, the couple will
continue to reside in Manhattan, New
York.

It’s your Library … make the most of it 
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Weddings
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Engagements
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Blood Drive to Be
Held January 14

CRANFORD — In conjunction with
National Blood Donor Month, a blood
drive will be held on Tuesday, January
14, from 3:30 to 8 p.m. It will take
place at Orange Avenue School, lo-
cated at 901 Orange Avenue, Cranford.

New Jersey Blood Services, a divi-
sion of New York Blood Center
(NYBC), announced the drive. All
donors at NYBC January drives will
be entered into a sweepstakes for a
trip for two to Cancun.

Participants are asked to eat and
drink before donating and to bring
their Donor Identification or identi-
fication bearing their name and pho-
tograph.

Appointments are appreciated. To
schedule an appointment, go to http:/
/tinyurl.com/GiveBloodNJBS, spon-
sor code 65747. Walk-ins also will be
welcome.

Cranford Invites Families
To Enjoy Music and Apps

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library is continuing to of-
fer fun, free family programs this
winter.

Veteran children’s musician “Big

Jeff” DeSmedt will visit the library
to share a mix of classic tunes and
original songs on Saturday, Janu-
ary 18, at 10:30 a.m. This program
is for children ages 2 to 6 and their
families. Advance registration is
not required. This event is made
possible through the generosity of
the Friends of the Cranford Public
Library.

Families also are invited to come to
the library for “Appy Hour,” a new
program where participants can ex-
plore educational apps together. At-
tendees can drop in on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 21, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., to “test
drive” a variety of apps, appropriate
for elementary-aged students. This
program is best suited to children in
grades 1 to 3. Advance registration is
not required.

The Cranford Public Library is
located at 224 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. For information on all
library programs and events, visit
cranfordlibrary.org.

Ellen LaFurn to Perform
American Songbook Classics

WESTFIELD — Vocalist Ellen
LaFurn will chase away the winter
blues at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary on Saturday, January 18, at 2
p.m. The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Ms. LaFurn will perform popular
songs from the Great American
Songbook, which includes such
memorable tunes as “A Pretty Girl is
Like a Melody” and “Blue Skies.”

She started singing professionally
at the age of 17 with a “show group”
called Chang Lee and the Zaniacs
and progressed to joining Jerry
Mitchell and the Impacts, working
and learning from many jazz greats,
including Roland Hanna, Gus
Johnson and Danny Gibson.

Next came the Joe Zarr Trio with
the late Al Ross on organ and Warren
Battiste on guitar. Also during this
time, Ms. LaFurn worked with two
other groups: The Traces and the Gary
Kay Trio. She recorded on an album
entitled “Danny & Friends” and be-
came the vocalist with the Bob
Ackerman Group — through whom
she met her late husband, Gerry
LaFurn. Mr. LaFurn played lead trum-
pet with Stan Kenton, Buddy Rich,
Charlie Barnet and Jimmy Dorsey, as
well as being conductor/arranger for

Mimi Hines and Don Costa’s chief
orchestrator.

Ms. LaFurn was a flute major at
Kean College, and she has studied
both flute and voice privately.

The program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus li-
braries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Librar-
ies. Interested persons are encouraged
to check the Westfield Memorial
Library’s website, wmlnj.org, to see if
their library is a MURAL participant.

To register for the Ellen LaFurn
program, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m.
on Sunday. The library will be closed
on Monday, January 20, for Martin
Luther King Day.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

FAITH COMMUNITY...Oasis Church congregation members celebrate the
recent launch of their newest location in Union. The church also continues to hold
services in Clark and New Brunswick. Oasis has additionally begun a new message
series entitled “Blueprints.” All are welcome at any Oasis services.

Oasis Church Announces
New Location and Series

AREA — Oasis Church has an-
nounced its new location at 1264
Victor Avenue, Union. Services are
being held there on Saturdays at 5:30
p.m. Oasis-Union will meet every
Saturday leading up to its Easter
Sunday launch on April 12 at 11 a.m.
In April, there will be ongoing ser-
vices on Saturday at 5:30 p.m. and
Sunday at 11 a.m. For more informa-
tion, text (732) 406-7821.

The new Oasis Church location
coincides with the beginning of the
church’s new message series en-
titled “Blueprints.” Based on the
Book of Nehemiah, the message
series will provide practical advice
on how to plan and live life the right
way in 2020.

Oasis also meets on Sundays at
10 a.m. at 2 Denman Avenue, Clark,
and Sundays at noon at Rutgers Oa-
sis Church, 100 College Avenue,
New Brunswick.

“Oasis is a multicultural church
for all people, from all back-
grounds,” stated Oasis Lead Pastor
Dave Butler. “Our mission is quite
simple: We want to reach people
where they eat and live, and in the
process remove all possible barri-
ers between them and God.

“At Oasis, people will experience

great programs for their children, a
worshipful band that likes to rock
out, relevant messages from the Bible
and an opportunity to connect with
new friends,” Pastor Butler contin-
ued. “For more information, go to
our site or call (732) 406-7821.”

Pay Tribute to

Your Loved One

goleader.com/form/obituary

Teens Plan Meeting
On Homelessness

SUMMIT — The Bridges Teens
Tackle Homelessness (TTH)
Committee is a group of high-school
students dedicated to learning about
the causes of and solutions to
homelessness. Its next meeting is
Tuesday, January 14, from 7 to 8
p.m., at the Oakes Center, located at
120 Morris Avenue, Summit.

Each year the committee plans a
conference on homelessness for high-
school students across New Jersey.
This year’s conference is scheduled
for Saturday, February 29, at Kent
Place School in Summit. In addition
to the annual conference, teen
committee members participate in
multiple activities designed to help
people in need and to educate
themselves on homelessness.

TTH meets throughout the school
year, and often plans several
summer activit ies.  For more
information and updates, contact
info@bridgesoutreach.org.

MLK Interfaith Service To
Address ‘Moving Forward’
WESTFIELD — The Dr. Martin

Luther King, Jr. Association of
Westfield will hold its 33rd Annual
Interfaith Commemoration Service
on Monday, January 20.

This service will be hosted by The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, where the Reverend Jer-
emy Jinkins is pastor. The theme for
the 2020 program year is “Moving
Our Community Forward in its Jour-
ney Toward Racial Justice.”

The Dr. Martin Luther King Asso-
ciation sponsors an annual essay,
poetry and art contest in the local
elementary and intermediate schools,
in which students respond to the chal-
lenge of this theme. The contest win-
ners will be recognized at the up-
coming service.

The commemoration program will
include participants from local
churches, mosques and synagogues
as well as civic organizations. The
service will start at 1 p.m. and will be
preceded by a police-escorted march
to the church, departing the Dr. King
monument on the south-side circle
at 12:30 p.m. The public is invited to
participate in both the march and the
service.

The keynote speaker for this event

will be the Reverend Mark Boyea,
former senior pastor of the First Con-
gregational Church in Westfield.
Reverend Boyea has been an impor-
tant supporter and resource for the
MLK Association for many years.

The Dr. Martin Luther King Asso-
ciation has been a part of the
Westfield community for 33 years.
The purpose of the Association is to
inspire and encourage local commu-
nities to seek and adopt the high
ideals espoused by Dr. King – espe-
cially those that promote respect,
fairness and justice for all people
everywhere. For further information,
contact the MLK Association at
MLKWestfield@gmail.com or
Elizabeth Wolf at (908) 654-6770.

Screenings Set Tuesday
For Blood Pressure

SCOTCH PLAINS — Blood pres-
sure screenings are available on the
second Tuesday of the month, with the
exception of July and August, from 10
a.m. to noon, at the Scotch Plains
Public Library. The next one is sched-
uled for January 14. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue,
in the center of the township.
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WALSH 17 PTS; ROONEY 10 PTS, 8 RBS; HOWLAND 10 RBS

Blue Devil Cagers Hold Off
Cardinals in 4th Quarter, 47-39

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Relatively smooth sailing for the
Westfield High School boys basket-
ball team ran into a sea of difficulty
early in the fourth quarter when they
hosted the Plainfield Cardinals at
Westfield High School on January 3.
Carrying a 12-point lead entering the
quarter, the Blue Devils seemed to
lose focus and rush their passes, and
the Cardinals capitalized with a 6-0
run with only three minutes remain-
ing until senior co-captains Andrew
Echausse sank one free throw and

Griffin Rooney sank six of eight free
throws to award their team with a 47-
39 victory.

“It’s been a problem for us this
whole year. We are trying to get bet-
ter. I think we just panic a lot. That’s
the big thing. Like some kids will trap
in the corner and we will just give it
away. Our coaches have been work-
ing on it for the past few days but
we’ve gotten a lot better,” Echausse
explained.

“Plainfield is a good team. They
like to press up and I think for a little
bit we just forgot what we have been

working on all week preparing for
Plainfield. Once coach got on us, we
all started to click. We said we got to
take care of this ball. We can’t keep
pressing like we’ve been doing. We
settled it down and that’s when we
really started going up,” Rooney ex-
plained.

Senior co-captain Jake Walsh (steal,
assist) led the Blue Devils with 17
points, which included five 3-point-
ers. Echausse (3 points, 2 rebounds)
led the team with six assists and Walsh
turned out to be his primary recipient

NOCK, MURRAY, ‘ESPO’, HOOEY, SHRINER RECORD PINS

Cougars Jolt Indians, 45-26,
In Wrestling ‘Alumni Night’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Alumni Night” at Cranford High
School did not disappoint hometown
fans as the Cranford High School
wrestling team won nine of the 14
bouts to claim a 45-26 victory over
the always tough Rahway Indians on
January 3. The evening began with a
presentation of Cranford wrestling
alumni who were led into the gym by
James Farrell (Class of 1968).

The first bout of the evening at 132-
lbs was won by Rahway’s Corey Boss
over Jimmy Gluck, 13-6. Boss began
with a bulldog takedown then added
another takedown and a two-point tilt
to take a 6-1 lead into the second
period then he was on the verge of
grabbing a majority decision but
Gluck pulled off a reversal in the third
period to salvage one team point.
From that point, the Cougars would
reel off seven straight victories.

Conor Hoefling was on fire at 138-
lbs when he recorded three takedowns,
four nearfalls, an escape and a pen-
alty point to seize a 16-1, technical
fall over Alex Argueta in 6:00 to give

the Cougars a 5-3 lead. Next Cougar
Colin Murray recorded the quickest
pin of the evening when he clamped
Taevon McDuffie in a cradle from the
takedown position and rocked him to
sleep in 18 seconds at 145-lbs.

Cougar Christian Esposito also did
not take too much time in his 152-lb
bout with Clive Campbell when he
recorded a quick takedown then
pinned him with an arm bar, half nelson
in 1:48. Shane Kanterman gave the
Cougars a 20-3 team lead when he
recorded an escape and a spin-around
takedown to earn a 3-1 decision over
Donnell Doster at 160-lbs.

After recording a head-and-arm
spin around takedown at the begin-
ning of his 170-lb bout with Jon Tilton,
Max Nock slipped in a grapevine and
pinned him with a high chest tilt in
1:48.

“First period I didn’t really get my
offense going. Later in the period I
started getting it going. Looking good!
I snapped him down, got a front head
[lock], put the leg in,” Nock described.

Nock’s pin that put his team in
front, 26-3, got a roar from his team-

mates. Nock replied, “I couldn’t re-
ally hear them because I was focused
on my match, then I got the low roll
that my coach taught me. It worked
pretty nice. That was my match.”

At 182-lbs, Cougar Justin Alpaugh-
McLean recorded a four-point lateral
throw to take a 4-2 lead over Qualil
Lumpkins in the second period. He
stretched his lead to 9-2 with a rever-
sal and another nearfall in the third
period but Lumpkins answered with
an escape, a takedown and a nearfall
to tighten the bout to 9-8 but Alpaugh-
McLean added a reversal to grab an
11-8 victory.

Evan Kanterman’s 11-0, majority
decision over Elijah Tenorio at 195-
lbs gave the Cougars a 33-3 lead.
Kanterman began with a barrel roll-
to-back four-point move then added
an escape, a double-leg-to-back
takedown and a slip through
takedown.

At 220-lbs, Josh Darisme earned
the Indians six team points when he
pinned Dylan MacDonald in 1:52 with
a stretch hammerlock and body press

CARREA 14 PTs, KWIATKOWSKI 13 PTs, PETGRAVE 16 PTs

Rahway Boys ‘Swipe’ Victory
From Cougar Cagers, 62-48

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dominating quickness was some-
thing that the very young Cranford
High School boys basketball team
had yet to experience until they met
up with the Rahway Indians in
Cranford on January 4. The Indians’
lightning fast slight of hand created
numerous turnovers and an over-
whelming number of steals that were
converted to lay-ups, leading to a 62-
48 victory over the stunned Cougars.

“Twenty seven turnovers by us!
Rahway is really fast athletically, great
coaches. They have some great play-
ers and they fire out and put pressure

on you. We being a young team and
not playing a team like that this year,
we were a little star struck,” Coach
Sean Trotter pointed out.

Every Cougar who stepped on the
floor against the Indians was either a
junior or a sophomore. Junior Arjun
Petgrave came up with big numbers
offensively and defensively. Petgrave
led the 4-2 Cougars with 16 points,
and provided eight rebounds, three
steals, two blocks and an assist, while
taking a charge.

“Arjun’s great! When Arjun’s work-
ing and wants to play, he’s hard to stop
and he’s hard to box out. We really
need to keep him going. He’s having

a good year and he’s been confident.
Now, hopefully he will start dominat-
ing, I can always rely on him to get
rebounds and attack the rim and
score,” Coach Trotter said.

Junior Joe Carrea also came up
with some big numbers with 14 points,
eight rebounds and three steals.

“When it comes to Joe Carrea, he’s
just a workhorse,” Coach Trotter de-
scribed. “He’s the guy I rely on to dive
on the floor and work for those re-
bounds, box out and take charges. He
never seems to disappoint.”

Sophomore Liam Kwiatkowski re-
ally opened eyes with his outside

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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HOERLE STOPS BOWLES, LERNER RECORDS KEY PIN

Blue Devils Top Raiders, 47-25
In Service Salute Mat Classic

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Spectators got their shares of thrill-
ing bouts which included a show-
down between two NJSIAA qualifi-
ers, a shocking upset and a down-to-
the-wire decision during the Third
Annual Salute to Military Service Mat
Classic featuring the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders and the Westfield
Blue Devils in Scotch Plains on Janu-
ary 6. The highly improved Raiders
gave the highly favored Blue Devils a
run for their money but in the end,
Westfield won seven of the final eight
bouts to prevail 47-25.

In preseason, Raider Head Coach
Marc Fabiano remarked that his young
team would be lucky to win a bout
with Westfield. However, “I told the
kids before the match how talented
this Westfield group is. I have known
Coach [Glen] Kurz for a long time
and he is the most skilled coach I
know. I told them the one thing we

had to bring was that toughness. That
was the only way we were going to be
able to compete and our kids did it.”

Beginning at the 152-lb class,
Raider Noah Samms recorded four
takedowns and a reversal to defeat
Anthony Ciotta, 10-5, then Anthony
Robinson upped the Raiders’ team
lead to 9-0 when he pinned Dan
Moriaru in 4:23 with a step over,
double front grapevine at 160-lbs.
But one of Westfield’s top wrestlers,
Luke Scanlan, put the Blue Devils on
the scoreboard when he recorded three
double-leg takedowns then pinned
Jack Manville in 1:51 with an arm
bar, half nelson at 170-lbs.

Next came the wildest bout of the
evening. Blue Devil Jim McDermott
began his 182-lb bout with a takedown
but Rob Mehorter escaped.
McDermott answered with a Merkel
takedown but Mehorter responded
with a reversal and a two-point nearfall
at the buzzer to end the first period.

McDermott added three takedowns
and an escape in the second period,
while Mehorter added three escapes.
Trailing 11-8 in the third period,
Mehorter knotted the score with an
escape and a takedown but yielded a
Granby reversal. Mehorter escaped
but McDermott held on to win 13-12.

At 195-lbs, Raider Larry Shoyoye
proved to be too much for Jack Price
when he pinned him with a lateral
drop in 1:32. The shocker was next.
Blue Devil Jon Heard failed to take
heed to Rob Lerner’s specialty at 220-
lbs. Despite being hit twice just out of
the circle with lateral drops, Heard
still went after him but three was a
charm when Lerner caught him in a
head throw to record a pin in 2:35 to
give the Raiders a 21-9 lead.

“Lerner! We’ve been working on
his hips. We’ve been working on
throws in the room and you can tell
that their confidence is there,” com-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SURROUNDED BY CARDINALS...Blue Devil Andrew Echausse, No. 3, finds himself surrounded by a trio of Cardinals
during the game in Westfield on January 3. Westfield held off a fourth-quarter Plainfield rally to pull off a 47-39 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ACTION UNDER THE BASKET...Rahway’s Jarid Vertil, No. 4, gets control of the ball before Cougar Lukas Ruby, No.
23, can get to it during the game in Cranford on January 4. Rahway went on a stealing frenzy to win 62-48.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING AN ARM BAR, WRIST COMBO...Cougar Christian Esposito, top, works an arm bar, wrist combination to
eventually pin Rahway’s Clive Campbell in 1:48 in his 152-lb bout. The Cougars defeated Rahway, 45-26.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP THE WRIST AND HALF NELSON...Blue Devil Luke Scanlan, top, sets up a wrist and half nelson pinning
combination on Raider Jack Manville in his 170-lb bout. Scanlan converted it to an arm bar half nelson for the fall.
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Cougars Jolt Indians in Mat Alumni Night, 45-26
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Blue Devils Hold Off Cardinals in 4th Quarter
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong. 

Sometimes it’s letting go.

Westfield • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work, 

our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the 

complex process of divorce.

Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs 

Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation

James McGlew II, Esq. 

908.233.6800

on this afternoon.
“We have a similar play style. We

like to push, so he makes everybody
release on the attack. It’s really easy
having him on the floor,” Walsh said.

“I got two of the best shooters [Walsh,
Rooney] in the county right here. They
like to get open a lot. It’s easy! That’s
my game. I’ve always been looking to
assist other players. I would rather
have the assists than the points to help
the team out,” Echausse said.

But Walsh did return the favor to
set Echausse up with a 3-banger

“He did! I don’t really shoot the

ball. Coach gets on me for that but
once I’m open, he hit me for three and
I made it, so we both work with each
other,” Echausse said.

On two occasions when Echausse
would inbound from underneath the
basket, he caught the Cardinals off-
guard and flicked the ball on the left
side to Walsh, who banged in two of
his 3-pointers. Rooney would line up
on the right side if Walsh was cov-
ered.

“We have this setup where me and
Jake are the options in the corner for
three. I guess Jake was getting all the
love. The ball kept going to him. He
had the open shots but he was knock-
ing them down,” Rooney said.

The Cardinals were pinching
Rooney heavily all game and until the
final quarter when he scored six points,
he had only one lay-up and two free
throws. But Rooney, who had two
assists and a steal, made up for it with
eight rebounds.

“I wasn’t shooting as well as I would
like to tonight. I had to contribute
somehow, so I was on defense and
rebounds this game,” Rooney said.

The Blue Devils won the first quar-
ter handily, 17-6, which included trip
3-pointers from Walsh and another
from Jack Spellman, who finished
with six points, two rebounds, a block
and an assist. Sophomore Logan
Howland, who was big time under the
boards with 10 rebounds and three

blocks, netted three of his five points.
Plainfield outscored the Blue Dev-

ils, 11-8, in the second quarter to
make the score 25-17 at the half. Blue
Devil Declan McCauley, on assists
from Walsh and Rooney, scored four
points, and Walsh sank his fourth 3-
pointer.

Westfield won the third quarter 15-
11 to put Westfield ahead, 40-28.
Echausse sank his 3-pointer to begin
the quarter and Walsh sank his fifth 3-
pointer.

The fourth quarter gave the Blue
Devils the shakes after Cardinal
Jamarques Lawrence sank a pair of
free throws and Tahmir Ellis followed
with two lay-ups to narrow the score
to 40-34. With 2:58 on the clock,
Echausse went to the line and sank
one of his two free throws then Rooney
sank one free throw. Cardinal Tyejuan
Taylor, who was a menace under the
boards all afternoon with rebounds to
go with his acts of thievery, put in a
lay-up then Lawrence added a lay-up
to get his team to within four points
with :43.6 remaining. Rooney was
fouled and sank one of two free throws.
But he was fouled two more times and
sank all four to secure the victory.

“I knew he could do it,” Walsh
expressed. “He missed the first one or
so but I had confidence in him. He’s a
great player and I knew he would
come up big for us in the last sec-
onds.”
Plainfield   6 11 11 11 39
Westfield 17   8 15   7 47

then Cougar Kevin Shriner used a
half nelson to pin Dametri Lee in 4:50
at 285-lbs.

With four remaining bouts, Rahway
was definitely favored to win at least
three of them. At 106-lbs, Amajuwan
Murray put on an exhibition of
takedowns, which included a high-
leaping, spin behind takedown, and
added a pair of nearfalls before pin-
ning Will Fernandez with a lateral
drop in 5:32. Kaelan Francois went to
work on Quintin Connolly at 113-lbs
and pinned him with a tight-waist tilt
in 2:33.

Cougar Mason Hooey caused a
break in the Indians’ flow when he
used a lateral drop to under half nelson
to settle Nashawn Anglin in 1:54 at
120-lbs but Rahway standout Chris
Delmau began his 126-lb bout with
Pat Ganley with a pair of takedowns
and two nearfalls to take a 10-0 lead
into the third period. Delmau then
added an escape, a double-leg
takedown and another nearfall to claim
a 16-0, technical fall in 5:10.

“Francois, Murray, Delmau,
Darisme! Those guys go at it all the
time. It’s like the middle of the season
for them. They wrestle all the time.
They battle. Francois and Murray,

they fight all the time in the room. You
can see that it shows on the mat,”
Rahway Head Coach Danny Garay

pointed out.
According to Nock, “The team

overall did good. We have some things
to work on. Once we fine tune those

things, we will be looking really nice.”
“It is definitely a competitive room

for us. The list goes on. We are going

to get better. We have some rookies in
the lineup. We got some athletes in
the lineup. They just need to learn
how to wrestle. It will come because
they are competitive,” Coach Garay
promised.

Both teams will have to gear up
quickly since the Union County Tour-
nament will begin this Saturday, Janu-
ary 11, in Union and the Cougars are
the five-time reigning champions.

“We are going to show up,” Nock
promised.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
132: — Boss (R) d Gluck 13-6
138: — Hoefling (C) tf Argueta 16-1
145: — Murray (C) p McDuffie :18
152: — Esposito (C) p Campbell 1:48
160: — Kanterman (C) d Doster 3-1
170: — Nock (C) p Titlon 1:48
182: — Alpaugh-McLean (C) d
Lumpkins 11-8
195: — Kanterman (C) md Tenorio 11-
0
220: — Darisme (R) p MacDonald 1:52
285: — Shriner (C) p Lee 4:50
106: — Murray (R) p Fernandez 5:32
113: — Francois (R) p Connolly 2:33
120: — Hooey (C) p Anglin 1:54
126: — Delmau (R) tf Ganley 16-0

Red Devils Stop Blue Devils
In Sepanak Memorial Hoops

The Westfield High School girls
basketball team fell short to the
Hunterdon Central Red Devils in a
very defensive struggle, 30-24, at the
Len Sepanak Memorial Tournament
held at Ridge High School on Decem-
ber 30. So stingy was both teams’
defenses that the score at the half was
knotted, 11-11.

The 2-3 Red Devils outscored the
2-3 Blue Devils, 11-7, in the first
quarter but were unable to find the
basket in the second quarter then after
nudging ahead, 18-17, Hunterdon
Central won the final quarter, 12-7.

Jessica Mistrano led Hunterdon
Central with 10 points, including a 3-

pointer. MacKenzie Lalor scored seven
points, Savannah Grant sank six points,
Anna Hanson scored two points and
Sara Carfagno netted five points.

Chloe Kreusser led Westfield with
12 points, including a pair of 3-point-
ers, and added four steals and five re-
bounds. Faith Dobosiewicz had five
points, four rebounds, two steals and an
assist. Ali Lisanti sank a 3-pointer and
added a block and a steal. Paige
Gorczyca had four points, four rebounds
and two steals. Charlotte Dursee had
two points and Phoebe Chadowitz had
two rebounds and a steal.
Hunterdon Central 11   0   7 12 30
Westfield   7   4   6   7 24

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-41
amending (Resolution No. 2019-694)
AWARDED TO: DeCotiis Fitzpatrick

Cole & Giblin
SERVICES TO: for Special Counsel for

redevelopment projects
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$30,000.00 for a total sum not to exceed
$50,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-36
AWARDED TO: Rainone Coughlin

Minchello, LLC, Iselin, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to serve as Personnel

Counsel
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December

31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$45,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-33
AWARDED TO: Ruderman & Roth,

LLC, Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to serve as Personnel

Counsel
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December

31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$125,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-26
AWARDED TO: Acrisure,

Woodbridge, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the provision of Risk

Management Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-Decmber 31,

2021
COSTS: for a total contract amount not

to exceed: $490,000.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-24
AWARDED TO: North American Spe-

cialty Insurance Company
SERVICES: to renew the Marine Insur-

ance Policy covering UC Marine 1 and UC
Marine 2, Union County Police Fire Boats

PERIOD: January 22, 2020-January 21,
2021

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$13,128.00.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-18
AWARDED TO: Lerch, Vinci Higgins

LLP, Fair Lawn, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide financial ad-

visory services in connection with capital
projects

PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020

COSTS: in the  amount not to exceed
$100,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-17
AWARDED TO: Suplee, Clooney &

Company, Westfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide statutory au-

dits of accounts of the County of Union and
its agencies

PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-38
AWARDED TO: Manuel R. Grova, Esq.

Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: as Special Counsel to

the Union County Planning Board
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December

31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$30,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-37
AWARDED TO: James Jude Plaia,

Esq., Verona, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide worker’s

Compensation Defense Counsel Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December

31, 2020
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-34
AWARDED TO: DiFrancesco

Bateman, Warren, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to serve as Personnel

Counsel
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December

31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$25,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING PAST A CARDINAL...Blue Devil Griffin Rooney, No. 5, drives around a Cardinal defender. Rooney, who sank
six free throws in the fourth quarter, finished with 10 points, eight rebounds and two assists in the 47-39 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE...Cougar Jimmy Gluck, front, attempts to escape
the grasp of Rahway’s Corey Boss in their 132-lb bout on “Alumni Night”.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town
of Westfield Planning Board conducted a
Public Hearing on December 19, 2019, for
the purpose of adopting a Master Plan
Reexamination Report.

The Board heard testimony from its plan-
ning consultant as to the proposed Master
Plan Reexamination Report and allowed
cross examination and testimony by inter-
ested persons regarding same. Following
the public hearing the Planning Board took
action and adopted the Master Plan Reex-
amination Report, which was memorial-
ized at their meeting on January 6, 2020.

The Master Plan Reexamination Report
is available for inspection at the Planning
Office of the Town of Westfield, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, from
8:30am to 4:00pm, Monday through Fri-
day.

Linda Jacus
Administrative Secretary

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $21.93

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times

January 5, 2017: Midway through
the first quarter the visiting Westfield

High School girls basketball team was
in deep trouble because of the suc-
cessful slight of hands of the Cranford
Cougars. But the effectiveness of a
timeout seemed to help the Lady Blue

Devils do a dramatic about face, which
led to a 51-32 victory. Blue Devil
senior forward Shannon Devitt led
both teams with 17 points and 10
rebounds. Cougar sophomore Lauren
Williamson finished with 13 points,
four steals and two assists, and Cam
Wichelns finished with seven points,
six rebounds, six steals, five assists
and three blocks. Blue Devil Molly
Ryan sank 14 points and added eight
steals, three assists, three rebounds
and a block.

January 5, 2017: It is still early in
the schedule but one of the surprise,
feel good stories in Union County
boys’ basketball has got to be the
dramatic turnaround of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School team.
The Raiders won their sixth straight
game to open the season, destroying
Roselle Park, 80-40, in Scotch Plains.

Teddy Willmott scored 17 points to
lead the Raider offensive assault in-
cluding dropping five three-point
bombs over the hapless visitors.
Lamont Cruse sank 12 points. Nigel
Nelson netted 10 points and junior
Jack Brady scored nine points.

January 6, 2017: The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
basketball team suffered a 30-23 loss
to Rahway on January 6 at Rahway
High School. Stefanie DeVizio, with
six points, paced the Raiders’ offense,
while Abbe-Gayle Burton and Brianna
O’Brien each scored five points.

January 6, 2017: Improvement on
a large scale since its opening-season
loss against Linden made for a very
exciting match-up between the
Westfield Blue Devil boys basketball
team and the Union Catholic Vikings
before a packed house at Westfield
High School on January 6. The Blue
Devils, down by 10 points after the
first quarter, got in sync with their
teamwork to knot the score in regula-
tion but after a few unfortunate mis-
cues, dropped a 60-57 overtime thriller.
Senior Jeff Gagum scored 21 points.
Phil Martini found the mark from the
perimeter and nailed trip 3-pointers
and finished with 13 points.

January 7, 2015: Bonus points were
a must if the Westfield High School
wrestling team wanted to overcome a
three-forfeit deficit, but even though
some bonus points were gathered, it
was not enough in a 39-26 defeat to the
Rahway Indians in Westfield. The 5-1
Indians, who jumped to a 15-0 team
lead, added five face-to-face victories
to their three forfeits to prevail.

Blue Devil Jack Miller amassed seven
takedowns and an escape to grab a 15-
5, majority decision over Matt
Campbell at 152-lbs. At 160-lbs, Blue
Devil Jarek Gozdieski warded off sev-
eral takedown attempts by Majid Abdor-
Rahman in the first period and even got
one himself on a slick duck-under. He
added an ankle pick takedown, an es-
cape and a side single takedown in the
second period then set up two more
takedowns and an escape to claim a 12-
4, major decision.

D. Blair Corbin’s

Walk Down Memory Lane

Raiders
Blue Devils

Cougars

David B. Corbin (January 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PRODUCTIVE AFTERNOON ON THE COURT...Blue Devil Shannon Devitt,
No. 21, guarded  by Cougar Brianna Scotti, No. 55, scored 17 points and pulled
down 10 rebounds in Westfield’s 51-32 victory in Cranford on January 5, 2017.

Support Local Journalism
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Blue Devils Top Raiders in Mat Classic, 47-25
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Rahway ‘Swipes’ Victory from Cougars, 62-48
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

www.lblacklaw.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Wills, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Go Green!  Save the Trees!  Help the Environment!

Advertise Your Business in Our Online-Only Pages!
Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager at 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com  •  goleader.com/form/subscribe

shooting, hitting four 3-pointers and
finishing with 13 points. He also led
the team with five assists.

“Liam Kwiatkowski, I really have
high hopes for him. Sophomore, smart
kid, makes the right decisions a lot of
times. Today he shot well. Hopefully
that’s going to continue in the future,”
Coach expressed.

The Cougars and the Indians
matched points in the first quarter and
entered the second quarter with a 9-9
tie. The Cougars had some success

from the outside with Kwiatkowski
hitting a pair of 3-pointers in the quar-
ter. But the second quarter featured a
steal-fest introduced by the Indians,
while the Cougars were unable to find
the mark, which resulted in a 25-5
Rahway run and a 34-14 lead at the
half.

“That’s been our thing all year, tak-

ing good shots but they are not falling
at this point. Once these guys start
getting more comfortable playing var-
sity basketball, hopefully they will start

falling. We shot decently in the second
half. A few of our guys shot OK but it’s
a confidence factor. They got to be-
lieve it’s going to go in every time they
shoot,” Coach Trotter emphasized.

The Cougars did shoot better in the
second half and outscored Rahway,
18-14, in the third quarter and 16-14
in the fourth quarter. Kwiatkowski
banged in two more 3-pointers in the
quarter and added a free throw.
Petgrave stepped up his rebounding
in the third quarter and also drove to
the basket to score six points, four
from the charity line. Carrea scored
his first five points in the third quarter
then sank nine points in the fourth
quarter, which included a 3-pointer
and four free throws. Sophomore Matt
Bush (2 rebounds) sank a 3-pointer.

Junior Dennis DeMarino (2 points,
3 rebounds) finished with four assists
and junior Jack Connolly finished
with four rebounds, two blocked shots
and also took a charge.

“I thought we played really well
other than the turnovers but we gave
away a quarter. That second quarter
was 25-5. When you give a team a 20-
point lead, a solidly good-coached
team, it’s tough to come back,” Coach
Trotter said.

Rahway had four players finish in
double figures with Amari Thompson
rolling in 12 points and Ken Posey
netting 11 points, while Tahlee Bailey
and Ernest Carter each bucketed 10
points. Jayson Gonzalez sank a pair
of 3-pointers and Jordan Bell had
seven points.

“These young guys, I told them the
other day, the sophomore factor, the
new to varsity factor, it’s over now.
They are varsity players. But yes! It’s
a tough thing to get used to and a tough
team to show at practice when you
don’t have the guys for it. We at prac-
tice put six defenders on the floor
because that’s what it’s like to play
against a team like Rahway. They fly
around the floor, they are fast, they put
a lot of pressure on you. Now seeing
them, hopefully we will be ready in the
future,” Coach Trotter said.
Rahway   9 25 14 14 62
Cranford   9   5 18 16 48

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following Resolution No. 2020-2 was adopted
by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the Union County, at their Regular Meeting which
was held on Sunday January 5, 2020

2020 MEETING SCHEDULE

AGENDA SETTING SESSION REGULAR MEETINGS

January 23, 2020 January 23, 2020

February 6, 2020 February 6, 2020
February 20, 2020 February 20, 2020

March 5, 2020 March 5, 2020
March 26, 2020 March 26, 2020

April 2, 2020 April 2, 2020
April 23, 2020 April 23, 2020

May 14, 2020 May 14, 2020
May 21, 2020 May 21, 2020

June 4, 2020 June 4, 2020
June 18, 2020 June 18, 2020

July 23, 2020 July 23, 2020

August 13, 2020 August 13, 2020

September 3, 2020 September 3, 2020
September 10, 2020 September 10, 2020

October 1, 2020 October 1, 2020
October 15, 2020 October 15, 2020

November 5, 2020 November 5, 2020
November 12, 2020 November 12, 2020

December 3, 2020 December 3, 2020
December 10, 2020 December 10, 2020

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $62.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-42
amending (Resolution No. 2019-1089)

AWARDED TO: Geo Reentry, Boca
Raton, Florida

SERVICES: to provide comprehensive
inmate substance abuse treatment and
residential correctional facility services for
Union County jail inmates

PERIOD: July 1, 2019-June 30, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:

$2,087,811.24.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-30
AWARDED TO: Dr. Susan A. Furnari,

Licensed Psychologist, Nutley, New
Jersey

SERVICES TO: to provide Psychologi-
cal Evaluation Services to the Department
of Administrative Services Division of Per-
sonnel, Corrections and Prosecutors

PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed $25,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-35
AWARDED TO: Florio Perrucci

Steinhardt & Cappelli, LLC, Rochelle
Park, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: to serve as Personnel
Counsel

PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$45,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-25
AWARDED TO: ComPsych affiliate,

Chicago, Illinois
SERVICES: for the provision of a com-

prehensive State and Federal Family Leave
Administration Program to County employ-
ees

PERIOD: January 1, 2020-Decmber 31,
2020

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$46,000.00.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-28
AWARDED TO: Atlantic Health Sys-

tems, Atlantic Medical Group, Clark,
New Jersey

SERVICES TO: for the provision of pre-
employment medical examinations, drug
screenings and other related medicals
services for the County of Union

PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020

COSTS: for a total amount not to exceed
$109,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-29
AWARDED TO: ComPsych, Chicago,

Illinois
SERVICES TO: for the provision of a

comprehensive Employee Assistance Pro-
gram to County employees and their fami-
lies

PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$54,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-19
AWARDED TO: Pino Consulting

Group, Toms River, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: for the purpose of pro-

viding consulting service for preparation of
the Central Services Cost Allocation Plan
and Medicare and Medical Cost Reports
for the Cornerstone Behavioral Health
Hospital of Union County

PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2021

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed $192,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $24.48

mented Coach Fabiano.
Will Ricca got the six team points

back for the Blue Devils and started
the seven-of-eight bout run when he
pinned CJ Estevez in 3:18 with a
stretch hammerlock at 285-lbs. Ethan
Composto recorded three quick
takedowns within 30 seconds then
stacked Mike Brennan in 1:13 at 106-
lbs. At 113-lbs, Luke Jacobs decided
to use the punishment technique,
chalking up six takedowns, a rever-
sal-to-cradle nearfall and an escape to
seize a 20-5, technical fall in 5:30
over Joey Larmore and to put the
Blue Devils in front 26-21. Blue Devil
Quinn Gimblette converted a single-
leg grapevine to a half nelson to pin
John Castro in 57 seconds at 120-lbs.

Now came the bout between two
NJSIAA qualifiers and Blue Devil
Luke Hoerle emerged with a 6-3 deci-
sion over Brandon Bowles at 126-lbs.

“I look to go out and dominate
everybody. I don’t really care what
they have done in the past. I will be

honest. I am pretty upset after today.
I was hesitant most periods and mad
about the way I wrestled. I wasn’t
moving forward. I wasn’t getting into
my offense,” Hoerle said.

Hoerle did get a good jump on
Bowles with a four-point, side single-
leg takedown to nearfall. Hoerle also
did exercise a nice Gramby shoulder
roll escape in the second period.

Hoerle explained, “When I got that
four-point move, instead of continu-
ing with that juice and building that
lead, I settled back and was content
with it. Against better opponents if I
do that, they are going to slowly chip
away. I have made the mistake in the
past where I’ve lost matches when I
have been up.”

Raider Ben Root broke the Blue
Devils’ string of wins when he gath-
ered a 13-4, majority decision over
Aiden Paul at 132-lbs then a near
shocker came next at 138-lbs. Blue
Devil Jeremy Silber quickly took Kyle
Robinson to the mat with a double-leg
takedown but got out of position on a

tilt attempt and ended up fighting off
his back for the remainder of the
period. Silber learned his lesson and
pinned Robinson with a Penn State
cradle in 3:15.

The final bout was a takedown clinic
courtesy of Blue Devil Mike Murphy.
On his fifth takedown, Murphy pinned
Josh Barros in 3:15 at 145-lbs.

“Larry Shoyoye, Noah Samms,
Lerner, Ben Root, the guys staying off
their backs. We wrestled our butts off.
We put up 25 points which nobody
probably expected us to do,” Coach
Fabiano expressed.

  BOUT SEQUENCE:
152: — Samms S d Ciotta 10-5
160: — Robinson S p Moriaru 4:23
170: — Scanlan W p Manville 1:51
182: — McDermott W d Mehorter 13-12
195: — Shoyoye S p Price 1:32
220: — Lerner S p Heard 2:35
285: — Ricca W p Estevez 3:18
106: — Composto W p Brennan 1:13
113: — Jacobs W tf Larmore 20-5
120: — Gimblette W p Castro :57
126: — Hoerle W d Bowles 6-3
132: — Root S md Paul 13-4
138: — Silber W p Robinson 3:48
145: — Murphy W p Barros 3:15

SPF Girls 2nd, WF Boys 5th
At UC Track & Field Relays
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls placed second and the
Westfield boys placed fifth at the
Union County Indoor Track & Field
Relays at the Jersey City Armory on
January 5. Union Catholic took top
honors in both with the girls totaling
76 and the boys totaling 64. The Lady
Raiders finished with a total of 32,
while the Blue Devil girls took sev-
enth at 14. The Blue Devil boys had a
total of 20.

Raiders Olivia Fletcher, Cassandra
Salut and Antoinette Chango placed
second in the team shot put with a
distance of 85-11. Fletcher had the
meet’s second-best shove of 33-4.5.
Raiders Che Dashiell at 5-0 and Anina
Dashiell at 4-10 placed second in the
high jump at 9-10. Raiders Kayla
Paprocki, Anina Dashiell, Che Dashiell
and Nicole Agwu took second in the
shuttle hurdles with a time of 33.52.

Raiders Agwu, Grace Kennedy, Zuri
Kennedy and Jenai Berry finished
second in the sprint medley relay at
4:24.1 and Blue Devils Julia Csorba,
Macey Cullen, Isabel Boufarah and
Tiffany Primo finished third at
4:25.99. Boufarah, Csorba, Grace
Endy and Samantha Salz finished
fourth in the distance medley relay at
13:08.11. Blue Devils Emily DiSarno,
Sloane Slusher, Grace Morgan and
Stacey Salz took fourth in the 4x800
at 10:33.29. Grace and Zuri Kennedy,
Agwu and Barry placed fifth in the

4x200 at 1:52.1.
Cranford Cougars Jack Bowers

(meet’s best 47-4.75), Ryan Aszklar
(2nd best 47-2.75) and Matt Fries (34-
10.25) won the boys shot put with a
distance of 129-5.75. Blue Devils
Braden Stryker, Jake White and Frank
Altieri placed sixth with a distance of
106-9. Blue Devils Nick Rubinetti and
Jack Cioffi both at 5-8 took fourth in
the high jump with a height of 11-4.

Blue Devils Kevin Yucetepe, Jus-
tin Colby, Charlie Stock and Will
McGlynn took third in the distance
medley relay at 11:03.25. Raiders Pete
Shih, Roman Perelli, Colin Dwyer
and Chris Downey finished sixth at
11:40.17. Colby, CJ Maz, Rob
McIntyre and Will Surks finished
fourth in the 4x400 at 3:40.79. Raid-
ers Ken Agwu, Kieren Adams, Matt
Dembiec and Justin Williams took
sixth in the shuttle hurdles at 35.06.

Blue Devils Conor Daly, Zack
Spergel, Ben Hacker and Tom Chen
finished fifth in the 4x800 at 8:47.54.
Blue Devils Roberto Uehara, John
McDonald, Mike Pierro and Surks
placed fifth in the 4x200 at 1:38.53,
followed by Raiders Ryan Jones,
Marshall Young, Williams and Myles
Singletary at 1:38.99. Jones, Young,
Williams and Singletary finished fifth
in the sprint medley relay at 3:48.06,
followed by Uehara, Cioffi, McIntyre
and Alex Maurillo at 3:56.46.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-16
AWARDED TO: Rogut McCarthy, LLC,

Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide specialized

counsel services in connection with the
issuance of bonds, or notes by the County
of Union

PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$225,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-23
amending (Resolution No. 2017-323)
AWARDED TO: Remedy Analytics,

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
SERVICES TO: to provide prescription

Monitoring Services
PERIOD: April 15, 2017-April 14, 2020
COSTS: to increase the commission

amount by $325,000.00 for a total not to
exceed $1,825,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2020-43
AWARDED TO: Victory Industrial Sup-

ply Inc., Linden, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: for the purchase of hard-

ware, factory and mill supplies
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December

31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$40,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-32
AWARDED TO: Eric M. Bernstein &

Associates, LLC, Warren, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to serve as Personnel

Counsel
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December

31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$110,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 01/05/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-31
AWARDED TO: The Weiner Law

Group, LLP, Parsippany, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to serve as Labor and

Personnel Counsel
PERIOD: January 20, 2020-December

31, 2021
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$225,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN A BIT OF A TANGLE...Blue Devil Anthony Ciotta, left, and Raider Noah Samms find themselves in a bit of a tangle during
their 152-lb bout at the Third Annual Salute to Military Service match in Scotch Plains on January 6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO PREVENT THE DRIVE...Cougars Joe Carrea, No. 10, and Dennis
DeMarino, No. 5, try to halt Amari Thompson’s, No. 2, drive to the basket.
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WESTFIELD
Friday, December 27, a resident of the

400 block of Alden Avenue reported the
theft of a motor vehicle. The vehicle,
which belongs to the resident, was parked
in the driveway overnight and was un-
locked with a key fob inside of it. The
vehicle is valued at approximately
$50,000.

Friday, December 27, a Mountainside
resident reported that her motor vehicle
was burglarized on December 26 during
the daytime hours. The vehicle was
parked near Mindowaskin Park and un-
locked. An iPhone with an approximate
value of $500 was taken.

Thursday, January 2, Arthur E.

Sweetman, 43, of Monmouth Junction
was arrested on an outstanding Westfield
Municipal Court traffic warrant, in the
amount of $1,500, pursuant to a prisoner
pickup at the Manalapan Police Depart-
ment. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and held in lieu of bail.

Friday, January 3, police arrested
Dequana C. Britt, 30, of Elizabeth on
two outstanding criminal warrants out
of the Elizabeth Municipal Court, total-
ing $350, pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop in the area of Mountain Avenue.
She was transported to police headquar-
ters, where she was processed and re-
leased on her own recognizance.

Friday, January 3, a resident of the
700 block of Highland Avenue reported
the theft of a motor vehicle. The vehicle
belongs to the resident and was parked
in front of the victim’s home at the time
it was taken. The vehicle was apparently
unlocked, with a key for the vehicle
inside it. The vehicle is valued at ap-
proximately $40,000.

Friday, January 3, Michael T. Woodall,
31, of Piscataway was arrested on an
outstanding traffic warrant out of
Westfield Municipal Court, in the amount
of $1,000, pursuant to a prisoner pickup
at the Middlesex County jail. Woodall
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
after posting bail.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Wednesday, December 18, a resident

of Unami Lane reported unauthorized
transactions on a credit card account.
The matter is under investigation.

Wednesday, December 18, a resident
of Portland Avenue reported the theft of
Christmas lawn decorations from their
property. The matter is under investiga-
tion.

Wednesday, December 18, a resident
of the 2300 block of Mountain Avenue
reported the theft of a package from their
front steps. The matter is under investi-
gation.

Wednesday, December 18, a resident
of Ravenswood Lane reported the theft
of packages and mail from their home.
The matter is under investigation.

Thursday, December 19, the manage-
ment of a Front Street gas station re-
ported the theft of gas. The matter is
under investigation.

Thursday, December 19, Alyssa M.
Venezio, 19, of Colonia was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana during a motor vehicle stop.
Venezio was transported to police head-
quarters and processed.

Thursday, December 19, two residents
of Sleepy Hollow Lane reported the theft
of packages from their front steps. The
incidents are under investigation.

Thursday, December 19, a resident of
Swans Mill Lane reported the theft of
several packages from their front steps.
The matter is under investigation.

Friday, December 20, William Perez,
27, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana during a
motor vehicle stop. Perez was trans-
ported to police headquarters and pro-
cessed.

Friday, December 20, a resident of
Wedgewood Way reported damage to
their mailbox. The matter is under inves-
tigation.

Saturday, December 21, David A.
McMahon, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
on active warrants out of Springfield
and Union during a motor vehicle stop.
McMahon was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Saturday, December 21, Ryan D.
Kingsbury, 29, of Red Bank was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
prescription drugs and on active war-
rants out of Colts Neck and Berkeley
Township during a motor vehicle stop.
Kingsbury was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Thursday, December 19, Joel M. Rose,
25, of Plainfield was arrested on an
active warrant out of Plainfield during a
motor vehicle stop. Rose was transported
to police headquarters and processed.

Tuesday, December 24, a business on
Front Street reported damage to the front
door of the company building. The mat-
ter is under investigation.

Tuesday, December 24, a resident of
Front Street reported that their motor
vehicle was burglarized. The incident
occurred within a few days prior to the
report and is under investigation.

Tuesday, December 24, the manage-
ment of a Route 22 gas station reported
the theft of gas. The matter is under
investigation.

Thursday, December 26, a resident of
the 1700 block of Mountain Avenue
reported the theft of several packages
from their front steps. The matter is
under investigation.

Thursday, December 26, a resident of
Rahway Road reported the theft of sev-
eral packages delivered to her home.
The matter is under investigation.

Friday, December 27, a resident of Smith
Street reported a burglary. Entry was gained
to the house through a rear window. The
matter is under investigation.

Saturday, December 28, Ashawntae
S. Houston, 26, of Hillside was arrested
on an active warrant out of Irvington
during a motor vehicle stop. Houston
was transported to police headquarters
and processed.

Monday, December 30, Timothy H.
Kiel, 20, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on an active warrant out of Scotch Plains.

FANWOOD
Tuesday, December 31, an officer

made a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and Stewart Place for a motor
vehicle violation. A check of the driver
showed an active warrant out of Jersey
City. The driver was arrested, processed,
posted bail and released. She was iden-
tified as Nely Mendez, 36, of Plainfield.

Tuesday, December 31, an officer
made a motor vehicle stop at East 7th
Street and Terrill Road for a motor ve-
hicle violation. While the officer was
speaking with the driver he could detect
an odor of suspected marijuana coming
from the inside of the vehicle. The driver
then said to the officer that he had a
marijuana cigarette and handed it to him.
The driver was placed under arrest, pro-
cessed, charged with possession of mari-
juana and released on a summons pend-
ing his court appearance. He was identi-
fied as Junior Lorenzo, 38, of Elizabeth.

Tuesday, December 31, an officer
made a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and Mary Lane for a motor vehicle
violation. A check of the driver showed
active warrants out of the Union County

Sheriff’s Office and North Plainfield.
The driver was arrested, processed and
turned over to the Union County Sheriff’s
Office. He was identified as Jason Green,
55, of North Plainfield.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, December 18, Edward

Gisondi, 40, of Linden was arrested on
charges of possession of a controlled
dangerous substance and possession of
paraphernalia. A 1999 Mazda was
stopped on Centennial Avenue for a
seatbelt violation. Following an investi-
gation on scene, police arrested the driver,
Gisondi, for possession of suspected
heroin and crack-cocaine. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a Superior
Court appearance date. In addition,
Gisondi was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for careless driving, maintenance
of lamps, failure to signal a turn and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, December 19, Curtis Swan,
26, of Roselle was arrested on charges of
possession of under 50 grams (mari-
juana) and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. A 2017 Nissan was stopped at
Gallows Hill Road and Heathermeade
Place for no inspection decal. Following
an investigation on scene, police arrested
the driver, Swan, for possession of sus-
pected marijuana. He was processed and
provided with a municipal court appear-
ance date. In addition, Swan was issued
motor vehicle summonses for suspended
driving, tinted windows, no inspection,
speeding and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.

Friday, December 20, Karlee Navarro,
25, of Garwood was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI),
under the influence. Police units were
dispatched to a one-car motor vehicle
crash at Walnut Avenue and Chester Lang
Place. Following an investigation on
scene, police arrested the driver, Navarro,
for DWI. She was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court appearance
date. In addition, Navarro was issued
motor vehicle summonses for careless
driving and suspended driving.

Friday, December 20, David Romo-
Leroux, 20, of Union and Elijahrah
Rosendary, 20, of Union were arrested
on charges of distribution of a controlled
dangerous substance; possession of over
50 grams (marijuana); possession of
paraphernalia and credit card theft. Po-
lice units were dispatched to a suspi-
cious, occupied 2008 BMW parked on
Woodlawn Avenue. Following an inves-
tigation on scene, police arrested the
driver and a passenger, Romo-Leroux
and Rosendary, respectively, for posses-
sion of suspected marijuana and posses-
sion of numerous credit cards not be-
longing to them. They were both pro-
cessed and provided with Superior Court
appearance dates. In addition, Romo-
Leroux was issued a motor vehicle sum-
mons for possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance in a motor vehicle.

Saturday, December 21, Eugenio
Carmona, 42, of Mine Hill was arrested
and charged with possession of parapher-
nalia. A 2000 Volkswagen was stopped at
Jackson and Commerce Drives for a
seatbelt violation. Following an investi-
gation on scene, police arrested the driver,
Carmona, for possession of a suspected
crack pipe. He was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court appearance
date. In addition, Carmona was issued
motor vehicle summonses for no seatbelt
and possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Saturday, December 21, Jean Jimenez,
31, of Newton was arrested and charged
with DWI. A 2018 Honda was stopped at
Jackson and Commerce Drives for er-
ratic driving. Following an investigation
on scene, police arrested the driver,
Jimenez, for DWI. He was processed
and provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, Jimenez
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for careless driving, an unsafe lane
change and failure to keep right.

SPF Board of Ed. Honors
Girls Field Hockey Team

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Girls Field Hockey Team com-
pleted the 2019 Season with a record
of 13-7, representing the best record
since the program was brought back
to the high school in 2015. The Raid-
ers had a seven-game winning streak
and advanced to the quarterfinals of
both the Union County and North II
Group IV State Sectional Tourna-
ments.

The team, led by Head Coach
Alexandra Neidig, and Assistant
Coaches Virginia Weber and Sarah
Weber, was honored to have two play-

ers named to Second Team All-Union
County, five players named to First
Team All Division, three named to
Second Team All Division, and one
All Division Honorable Mention.

The team consisted of Meagan
Bourke, Liv Calcaterra, Haley Cino,
Abby Conklin, Brenna DeProspero,
Bridget Ennis, Jamie Frank, Cecelia
Kelly, Erin Lay, Jenna Lee, Alicia
Murphy, Cassidy Novello, Sophia
Novello, Emilia Saccento, Erica
Schug, Allie Serio, Olivia Stahley,
Maya Viscardi-Carelse and Julia
Zambrio.

SPF Board of Ed. Honors
Boys JV Soccer Team

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School JV Boys’ Soccer Team, led by
Coach Matthew Giannacio, com-
pleted the 2019 Season with a record
of 11-6-4 earning the first seed in the
Union County Interscholastic Athlet-
ics Conference Tournament. In a dra-
matic contest, the Raider JV boys tied
the championship game, 1-1, with
seconds remaining following a pen-
alty and after two golden goal 10-
minute overtime periods, the contest
ended as a 1-1 draw earning the Raid-

ers a Co-County Championship.
The team consisted of Kiren Adams,

Chase Robert Alber, Gabe Bachman,
James Barth, TJ Baylock, Ryan
Chaillet Grande, Matt Cieslinski, Ben
Cohen, Dylan Fei, Liam Ferguson,
Joey Gale, Mike Hayeck, Luke Jones,
Sean Kennedy, Jordan Lopac, Rory
Moser, Calum Murray, Roman
Perrelli, Noah Sadler, Rohan Shah,
Benedetto Skirde, Christian Tardi,
Isaac Tu and Luka Culjak team man-
ager.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
CRANFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION

YEARLY POSTING NOTICE
2020 BOARD MEETINGS

MEETINGS HELD AT 7:30 P.M. IN THE BOARD ROOM
AT LINCOLN SCHOOL (UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED)

WORK SESSION REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 6 (7:00 P.M. Reorganization) 27
FEBRUARY 10 24
MARCH 9 (8:00 P.M.) 23
APRIL 27 (7:00 P.M.)
MAY 11 18
JUNE 8 22
JULY 27
AUGUST 24
SEPTEMBER 4 21
OCTOBER 12 26
NOVEMBER 9 23
DECEMBER 14

FORMAL ACTION MAY BE TAKEN AT ANY OF THE ABOVE MEETINGS
Robert J. Carfagno

Business Administrator/Board Secretary
1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $41.82

ESTATE SALE

5 BROHM PL. FANWOOD
FRI 12-4, SAT 9-4 , SUN 10-1
Furniture, Antiques, Art, etc.

AUTO-CADD OPERATOR

Part Time Auto-Cadd Operator for
Surveying Office in Fanwood.
Flexible Hours.  Forward Resume
or Short Outline of Eperience To:
ED@TEUNISENSURVEYING.COM

CLASSIFIEDS

PAL HOLIDAY SLAMFEST CHAMPS...The Westfield 8th Grade Girls basket-
ball team avenged an earlier loss against the previously undefeated Wayne PAL
team in the Wayne PAL Holiday Slamfest Tournament final, 36-30. Pictured, left
to right, wearing their Championship shirts, are: front row; Sophia Hynes,
Makenna Reed and Gianna Puglisi; back row, Asst. Coach Tom Grycan, Lizzy
Varano, Sara Rooney, Erin Doherty, Catherine Heflin, Clare Logan and Head
Coach Russell “Boo” Bowers. Not pictured: Cassidy Koetje and Claire Lezynski.

Thursday, December 26, Esai Shaw,
18, of Cranford was arrested on charges
of possession of under 50 grams (mari-
juana) and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. A 2009 Volkswagen was stopped
at Williams Street and Retford Avenue
for speeding. Following an investiga-
tion on scene, police arrested a passen-
ger, Shaw, for possession of suspected
marijuana. He was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court appearance
date. In addition, the driver was issued
motor vehicle summonses for careless
driving, disregard of a stop sign, unclear
plates, no seatbelt and failure to signal a
turn.

Thursday, December 26, David Bravo,
24, of Newark was arrested on charges
of possession of a controlled dangerous
substance; possession of under 50 grams
(marijuana) and possession of drug para-
phernalia. A 2002 Honda was stopped at
Springfield Avenue and Chippewa Way
for speeding. Following an investiga-
tion on scene, police arrested the driver,
Bravo, for possession of suspected THC
oil and marijuana. He was processed and
provided with a Superior Court appear-
ance date. In addition, Bravo was issued
motor vehicle summonses for speeding,
no seatbelt, no valid registration card in
possession, no valid insurance card in
possession and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.

Saturday, December 28, Mykel
Hargrove, 31, of Newark was arrested
and charged with DWI. A 2015
Volkswagen was stopped at Myrtle Street
and Baltimore Avenue for a brake lamp
out. Following an investigation on scene,
police arrested the driver, Hargrove, for
DWI. He was processed and provided
with a municipal court appearance date.
In addition, Hargrove was issued motor
vehicle summonses for maintenance of
lamps, careless driving, delaying traffic
and obstructing traffic.

Saturday, December 28, Asia Castillo-
Simonson, 26, of Vauxhall was arrested
on charges of possession of under 50
grams (marijuana) and possession of
drug paraphernalia. A suspicious 2012
Volkswagen was stopped in a parking lot
of a business along the 300 block of
North Avenue East. Following an inves-
tigation on scene, police arrested the
driver, Castillo-Simonson, for posses-
sion of suspected marijuana. She was
processed and provided with a munici-
pal court appearance date. In addition,
Castillo-Simonson was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for tinted windows and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Monday, December 30, Grady Jilus,
27, of Linden was arrested on charges of
possession of under 50 grams (mari-
juana) and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. A 2007 Chevrolet was stopped at
Raritan Road and Centennial Avenue for
tinted windows. Following an investiga-
tion on scene, police arrested the driver,
Jilus, for possession of suspected mari-
juana. He was processed and provided
with a municipal court appearance date.
In addition, Jilus was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for tinted windows and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Monday, December 30, Qadir Hunter,
22, of Linden and Amid Odonoghue, 19,
of Linden were arrested on charges of
possession of under 50 grams (mari-
juana) and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. A 2005 Acura was stopped at
Raritan Road and Coleman Avenue for a
parking light out. Following an investi-
gation on scene, police arrested the driver
and a passenger, Hunter and Odonoghue,
respectively, for possession of suspected
marijuana. They were both processed
and provided with municipal court ap-
pearance dates. In addition, Hunter was
issued motor vehicle summonses for un-
clear plates, an unsafe lane change and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Monday, December 30, Corey
Grafton, 31, of Roselle was arrested on
charges of possession of under 50 grams
(marijuana) and possession of drug para-
phernalia. A 2007 Honda was stopped at
North Avenue East and the Garden State
Parkway 137 Exchange for a seatbelt
violation. Following an investigation on
scene, police arrested the driver, Grafton,
for possession of suspected marijuana.
He was processed and provided with a
municipal court appearance date. In ad-
dition, Grafton was issued motor vehicle
summonses for no seatbelt, suspended
driving, open container and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.

SPF Board of Ed. Honors
Girls Varsity Soccer Team

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Varsity Girls’ Soccer Team
concluded their school history-mak-
ing season ranked third in the final
NJ.com Poll and 38th in the National
Polls, finishing with a record of 18-3-
2, with impressive wins over state
ranked opponents throughout the sea-
son.

The Raiders, seeded second in
North II Group IV, defeated Perth
Amboy, Watchung Hills and Westfield
before shutting out Bridgewater-
Raritan, 2-0, for the championship.
The most emphatic victory in the tour-
nament was the 4-0 redemption vic-
tory over Westfield. The Raiders then
knocked off Montclair, 2-1, in the
Group semis. The season concluded
at Kean University in the Group Final
against Hunterdon Central.

The team consisted of Gabby Aloe,
Micky Genty, Sophia Lama, Rachel
Schoss, Elizabeth Bedatsky, Abby
Hanvey, Lizzy Ley, Maya Sutterlin,
Lily Camacho, Ava Hausle, Corinne
Lyght, Gio Vacca, Devon Danielovich,
Maya Kessler, Giulianna Milano,
Jamie Valian, Ashley DeFrancesco,
Rebecca Kessler, Holly Nelson,
Kaylah Webb, Sarah Dill, Leah
Klurman, Grace Ponterio, Katarina
Zikas, Alexa Fazio, Brooke Klurman
and Julianna Scarcella.

The 2019-2020 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Varsity Girls’
Soccer Team consisted of the follow-
ing members:

The Girls’ Soccer Team was led by
Head Coach Kevin Ewing, and Assis-
tant Coaches Matthew Tiedemann,
Lauren Mains and Joseph Higgins. PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. to Ryan J.
Cooper, Esq., Cooper, LLC, Counselors at
Law. Such Contract and Resolution No.
2020-05 authorizing said Contract are avail-
able for public inspection at the Office of
the Township Clerk.

Awarded to: Ryan J. Cooper, Esq., Coo-
per, LLC Counselors at Law, 108 North
Union Avenue, Suite 4, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016

Service: General Litigation Services
Fee: $170/hour, not to exceed

$50,000.00
Duration: 1 (one) year
Date: January 2, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. to Jared
Weiss, Esq., of the firm Fruchter, Weiss
and Associates. Such Contract and Reso-
lution No. 2020-10 authorizing said Con-
tract are available for public inspection at
the Office of the Township Clerk.

Awarded to: Jared Weiss, Esq., Fruchter,
Weiss and Associates, 535 Boulevard,
Kenilworth, New Jersey 07033

Service: Public Defender
Fee, Not to Exceed: $ 9,000.00
Duration: 1 (one) year
Date: January 2, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE TOWN CLERK OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2020
AT 10:00 A.M. PREVAILING TIME IN THE
ADMINISTRATOR’S CONFERENCE
ROOM AT THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING,
425 EAST BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD,
NEW JERSEY FOR THE:

“2020 BRUSH/LOG DOUBLE
GRINDING IN THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY”

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND MUST
BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE AND
BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK OR BID BOND
PAYABLE TO THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD IN AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO
AT LEAST TEN PERCENT (10%) OF THE
BASE AMOUNT OF THE BID, BUT NOT
LESS THAN $500.00 NOR MORE THAN
$20,000.00. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-21) EACH
BID MUST ALSO BE ACCOMPANIED BY
A SURETY COMPANY CERTIFICATE
STATING THAT SAID SURETY COM-
PANY WILL PROVIDE THE BIDDER WITH
THE REQUIRED PERFORMANCE BOND
IN THE FULL AMOUNT OF THE CON-
TRACT (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-22), BY A NON-
COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT AND A
CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICATION
STATEMENT, STATEMENT OF OWNER-
SHIP, ON THE FORMS INCLUDED IN
AND EXPLAINED IN THE CONTRACT
DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS ARE REQUIRED TO COM-
PLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 ET SEQ. AND N.J.A.C.
17:27 AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMUL-
GATED BY THE NEW JERSEY STATE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUS-
TRY FOR THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF
WHICH ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF
THE TOWN ENGINEER.

ALL BIDDERS MUST SUBMIT WITH
THEIR BID A COPY OF THEIR NEW
JERSEY BUSINESS REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE. FAILURE TO SUBMIT
PROOF OF REGISTRATION WILL DIS-
QUALIFY THE BID.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE, WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE
THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL
BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY INFORMAL-
ITY, IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN,
IT IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KRIS J. McALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $57.12
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Goods & Services Directory

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

  

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Precision Painting Plus

Specializing in

Interior Painting,

Wall Repair, Spackling,

Professional, Neat, Reliable

No job too small

908-400-5599

Free estimates

Special Edu. Panel Talk
Set for Jan. 22 at Edison

WESTFIELD — Parents will have
the opportunity to ask experts a vari-
ety of questions at a special education
panel discussion sponsored by the
Westfield PTC Special Education
Committee Wednesday, January 22
at Edison Intermediate School, 2nd
Floor at 7:30 p.m.

Topics for “Ask The Expert: A Spe-
cial Education Interactive Panel Dis-
cussion” could include, but are not
limited to, clarification on IEP and
504 plans, importance of present level
of performance and goals in the IEP,
therapeutic or psychological assess-
ments and supports, occupational
therapy or OT and sensory-related
issues, services, legal rights and how

to best advocate for your child.
Speakers will include: Dr. Angela

Gonnella, Psy.D., a licensed clinical
and certified school psychologist spe-
cializing in the treatment of anxiety,
depression, and emotion
dysregulation; Beth Manes, an attor-
ney in the special needs field; and
Jodi Prupis, an occupational thera-
pist and owner/director of Sensational
Therapies, adjunct professor with
over 20 years of experience as an
occupational therapist and certified
provider for The Listening Program
and Interactive Metronome.

Questions should be submitted by
Sunday, January 19 to
WestfieldSpecialEdParents@.com.

Rebecca Lewis
Achieves Dean’s List at

Belmont University
NASHVILLE, TENN. — Rebecca

Lewis from Fanwood qualified for
the fall 2019 Dean’s List at Belmont
University in Nashville, Tenn.. Eligi-
bility is based on a minimum course
load of 12 hours and a quality grade
point average of 3.5 with no grade
below a C.

Scholarship Foundation
Accepting Applications

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation is currently accepting applica-
tions for high school seniors graduat-
ing in 2020 who reside in Scotch
Plains or Fanwood, and those resi-
dents attending college or other post
high school institutions for scholar-
ships.

The numerous scholarships of-
fered by the Foundation range in
criteria; some awards are need-based,
while others have criteria such as the
intent to pursue an education fo-
cused on teaching, nursing, math-
ematics, veterinary science, foreign
language, music or fine arts, among
many others. The major criterion for
eligibility is that the applicant re-
sides in Scotch Plains or Fanwood;
an applicant need not be a graduate
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

Applications can be found
through the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School counseling office and
on spfscholarshipfoundation.org. In
addition to the application, the
Foundation requires a personal let-
ter from the applicant, a letter of
reference, and an official high
school transcript, including SAT
and/or ACT scores, or an official
college transcript.

Submissions must be post-marked
by Saturday, February 15 and mailed
to SPF Scholarship Foundation
(Attn: Screening Committee) P.O.

Box 123, Fanwood, NJ, 07023 in
order to be eligible for consider-
ation. Applications post-marked af-
ter February 15 will be returned and
incomplete or unsigned applications
may not be considered. Applications
may be completed on the
foundation’s website –
spfscholarshipfoundation.org – but
must be printed and mailed as di-
rected for consideration.

Since its inception in 1966, the
Foundation has awarded over
$3,400,000 in scholarships to 3,207
deserving recipients. Scholarships
are funded through a community-
wide appeal in the spring and through
Dollars for Students, the
Foundation’s annual fundraising
event taking place Saturday and Sun-
day, March 28 and 29. Other schol-
arships are administered by the Foun-
dation, but are funded by commu-
nity organizations; for example, ev-
ery Parent-Teacher Association in
the district funds at least one schol-
arship.

Applications are reviewed by a
Screening Committee consisting
of four Trustees from the SPF
Scholarship Foundation and PTA
representatives from the public
schools. For further information,
please  vis i t
spfscholarshipfoundation.org.

Students Take Part in
Coding Activities During
Computer Science Week

WESTFIELD — Computer code
is the basic set of instructions or rules
that a computer understands. As part
of Computer Science Education Week
which ran from December 9 to 13,
students in Westfield Public Schools
took part in the “Hour of Code,” a
project introduced in 2013 by
code.org, a non-profit organization
seeking to increase student interest in
programming and other computer
science-related topics.

Fifth-grade students at Franklin
Elementary School partnered with
first-grade schoolmates for Hour of
Code activities that included using
block code to program characters with
dance moves and creating music vid-
eos to popular songs.

“Hour of Code” is meant to intro-
duce students to the basics of com-
puter programming in a fun and inter-
esting way,” says Franklin librarian/
media specialist Rachel Kennedy who
has organized Hour of Code events
for the past seven years.

At Jefferson Elementary School,

librarian/media specialist Sally Su-
san Heyder teamed up with code.org
volunteer and Westfield resident
Charlie Schafer to guide third graders
through Hour of Code activities while,
at Tamaques Elementary School,
Marisa Truselo’s fifth-grade class re-
ceived a visit from Code Ninjas, a
Westfield-based coding center for
children. The class worked
collaboratively to create a multiplayer
soccer game with a goalie and a kicker.

“Students learned how to use
Scratch, a visual programming lan-
guage developed by the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology,” says
Ms. Truselo. “They learned basic
coding concepts like algorithms,
loops, conditionals, and variables
while learning the importance of com-
puter science.”

Throughout the year, coding is
woven into some lessons at the el-
ementary and intermediate schools
while, at Westfield High School, cer-
tain courses focus specifically on com-
puter programming.

Courtesy of Westfield Public Schools
CODE NINJAS...Marisa Truselo’s fifth-grade class received a visit from Code
Ninjas, a Westfield-based coding center for children, during Computer Science
Education Week.  The class worked collaboratively to create a multiplayer soccer
game with a goalie and a kicker. Please see story at  top left.

Courtesy of Westfield Public Schools
COMPUTER SCIENCE WEEK...Third-graders at Jefferson Elementary School
participated in “Hour of Code” activities during Computer Science Education
Week with the help of code.org volunteer and Westfield resident Charlie Schafer,
pictured back left. Please see story at left.

FEELING THE GIVING SPIRIT...Members of the Westfield High School Key
Club recently collected donations of toys for the Children’s Specialized Hospital
in Mountainside. Pictured, from left to right, assembling the gifts and getting them
ready for delivery are members Parker Miesch, President Emily Klag, Emma
Hanley, Joe Compton and Gavin Roth. The toys were delivered on December 19
by Key Club adviser Westfield math teacher Matthew Gironda. The drive was
coordinated by Emily, Emma and Amanda Paden, not pictured. The Key Club, an
international community and leadership organization, is sponsored locally by
their parent organization, the Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield.

College Club Scholarship
Applications Available

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scholarship
applications for 2020-2021 are avail-
able from the College Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains (SPFHS) The
College Club of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains 2020-2021 scholarship appli-
cation forms can be obtained from the
SPFHS Counseling Office or at
www.spfk12.org or
www.fspcollegeclub.org.

Scholarships are awarded annually
to women who are high school se-
niors or college students, and who
plan to pursue a baccalaureate degree
at a four year–college. Scholarships
totaling $37,000 were awarded for
the academic year 2019-2020 to 11
students, six high school seniors of
the Class of 2019 and five who were
attending college.

To be eligible for consideration,

high school applicants must be resi-
dents of Fanwood or Scotch Plains.

College applicants must be local
residents of Fanwood or Scotch Plains
at the time they graduate from high
school. Scholarships are awarded
based on three primary characteris-
tics of the applicants; financial need,
academic achievement, and the char-
acter of the applicant.

This will be the 84th year that fe-
male students seeking financial assis-
tance to pursue a four-year college
degree have been helped by the club’s
fundraising efforts. To date the Col-
lege Club has awarded approximately
$667,000 in scholarships to approxi-
mately 540 women.

Application materials must be post-
marked on or before February 15,
2020 to be considered.

Paying for College Event
To Be Held January 16

WESTFIELD — The College
Woman’s Club of Westfield will host
a panel discussion on ‘Paying for
College’ on Thursday, January 16 at 7
p.m. in the Westfield Town Hall Com-
munity Room. Navigating the finan-
cial aid process can be stressful and
confusing. The discussion will seek
to provide clarity on complex topics
including the college financial aid
process, FAFSA (Free Application
for Federal Financial Aid) documen-
tation, financing options and other
relevant themes.

The workshop is free and open to
the public. If you are the parent of a
high school freshman, sophomore, or
junior planning to attend a four-year
state college or private university,
this is for you.

Panel experts will include Maureen

Mazzarese, director of college coun-
seling for Westfield High School,
Dorothy Gillard, founder and presi-
dent of FASNA LLC, and Phil Gross,
president and CEO, and Julie Gross,
vice-president, of College Financial
Consultants. Together the panelists
have decades of experience in help-
ing families navigate the college jour-
ney. To register for the event, please
go to https://cwclubwestfield.org/
events.

Founded in 1917, the College
Woman’s Club of Westfield is dedi-
cated to the mission of furthering the
higher education of women and serv-
ing the general interests of our local
community. For further information
about membership, or to make a do-
nation, visit cwclubwestfield.org or
email cwc.westfield@gmail.com.

HOW TO PAY FOR COLLEGE...Last winter, the College Women’s Club of
Westfield hosted an event discussing the college admission process.  This year’s
focus will be on financial aid for students.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

2020  COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-415

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following is the schedule of Township Committee Meetings
for the Year 2020, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken at Workshop or Official
Meetings, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Workshop Meetings and Conference Meetings will
be held in Room 108, and Official Meetings will be held in Room 107/Council Chambers;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Workshop Meetings will be held at 7:00 p.m. and
will be dedicated to closed session discussion from 7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Conference Meetings will be held at 7:00 p.m. and
Official Meetings will be held at 7:30 p.m.; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that during combined Workshop and Official Meeting
dates, the Workshop Meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. and the Official Meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Reorganization Meeting Thursday, January 2nd 6:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop Tuesday, January 7th 6:30 p.m.
and Official

Budget Meeting Saturday, January 11th 8:00 a.m.

Workshop Meeting Monday, January 27th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official Tuesday, January 28th 7:00 p.m.

Capital Budget Meeting Tuesday, February 4th 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting Monday, February 10th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official Tuesday, February 11th 7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official Tuesday, February 25th 6:30 p.m.

Workshop Meeting Monday, March 9th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official Tuesday, March 10th 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting Monday, March 30th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official Tuesday, March 31th 7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop Tuesday, April 14th 6:30 p.m.
and Official

Workshop Meeting Monday, April 27th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official Tuesday, April 28th 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting Monday, May 11th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official Tuesday, May 12th 7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official Tuesday, May 26th 6:30 p.m.

Workshop Meeting Monday, June 8th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official Tuesday, June 9th 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting Monday, July 6th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official Tuesday, July 7th 7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official Tuesday, August 11th 6:30 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official Tuesday, September 8th 6:30 p.m.

Workshop Meeting Monday, September 21st 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official Tuesday, September 22th 7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official Tuesday, October 13th 6:30 p.m.

Workshop Meeting Monday, October 26th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official Tuesday, October 27th 7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official Tuesday, November 10th 6:30 p.m.

Workshop Meeting Monday, November 23th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official Tuesday, November 24th 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting Monday, December 14th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official Tuesday, December 15th 7:00 p.m.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $124.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

550 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

908-789-4090  www.wmlnj.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING SCHEDULE – 2020

TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trust-
ees of the Westfield Memorial Library will
meet in regular public meeting, at which
the public may attend and participate on
the following dates in 2020 in the Program
Room or Technical Services Department
of the Westfield Memorial Library, 550
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30 p.m., the said meeting dates being
the following Thursdays, unless otherwise
noted.

January 22, 2020 Wednesday
February 26, 2020 Wednesday
April 1, 2020 Wednesday
April 29, 2020 Wednesday
May 27, 2020 Wednesday
June 24, 2020 Wednesday
September 23, 2020 Wednesday
October 28, 2020 Wednesday
November 18, 2020 Wednesday
December 16, 2020 Wednesday

The agenda for all of the said meetings
is not yet known. The aforementioned no-
tice has been prepared and will be posted,
mailed and filed in accordance with the
provisions of the Open Public Meetings
Act.
1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-04

STATEWIDE INSURANCE
FUND RESOLUTION AP-
POINTING RISK MANAGE-
MENT CONSULTANT

WHEREAS, the Township of Cranford
(hereinafter “Local Unit”) has joined the
Statewide Insurance Fund (hereinafter
“Fund”), a joint insurance fund as defined
in N.J.S.A. 40A: 10-36 et seq.; and a num-
ber of local units have joined together to
form the Statewide Insurance Fund
(“FUND”), a joint insurance fund, as per-
mitted by N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36, et seq.; and

WHEREAS, the Bylaws require partici-
pating members to appoint a Risk Man-
agement Consultant, as those positions
are defined in the Bylaws, if requested to
do so by the Fund; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Cranford
has complied with relevant law with regard
to the acquisition of insurance; and

WHEREAS, the Fund has requested its
members to appoint individuals or entities
to that position;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the governing body of the Township of
Cranford, in the County of Union, and
State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The Township Committee hereby ap-
points Meeker, Sharkey and Hurley, 21
Commerce Drive, Cranford, NJ 07016 as
its Risk Management Consultant; and

2. The Mayor, Township Clerk and Risk
Management Consultant are hereby au-
thorized to execute the Risk Management
Consultant’s Agreement for the year 2020.

Such Contract and Resolution No. 2020-
04 authorizing such appointment are avail-
able for public inspection at the Office of
the Township Clerk:

Appointed: Meeker, Sharkey and Hurley,
21 Commerce Drive, Cranford, New Jer-
sey 07016

Service: Risk Management Consultant
Duration: 1 (one) year
Date: January 2, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 01/09/20, The Leader Fee: $46.41
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NJFO’s NYE Concert ‘Broadway
Through The Ages’ Brings Joy

SCOTCH PLAINS — Join fellow
community members for the Scotch

Plains Public Library’s ever-popu-
lar Sunday Sounds series.

On Sunday, January 12, at 2 p.m.,
Fiona Tyndall celebrates the songs
of Robert Burns and other Celtic
music. Ms. Tyndall originally hails
from County Clare, Ireland. Her deep
love of traditional Irish music re-
sulted in her first album, “Deirin
De,” which blended traditional lyr-
ics with innovative arrangements.
Her musical interests have further
expanded since living in the
Princeton area. Ms. Tyndall sang Big
Band with The Funkin’ Soulnuts,
has performed at varied events as
lead singer of rock group, Uncle
Albert, and she demonstrated her
versatility in her treatment of Burt
Bacharach classics.

Ms. Tyndall was voted Best of
Cafe Improv 2017. She also per-
forms at the Folk Project in
Morristown and at Einstein Alleys
Musicians Collaborative.

Registration is not required. Sunday
Sounds is sponsored by the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Service League.

For more information, go to
www.scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, ext. 204, or stop by the Refer-
ence Desk. The Scotch Plains Li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, one block from Park Avenue in
the center of town.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The closing out
of one year and embarking on not
only a new year but a new decade
brings introspection. Wellness gurus
suggest finding joy to enhance one’s
life. Joyous attendees left the
Westfield High School (WHS) audi-
torium after New Jersey Festival
Orchestra’s annual New Year’s Eve
presentation on December 31.

It’s a Westfield-area tradition for
many people to attend the 7 p.m.
concert by the New Jersey Festival
Orchestra (NJFO). It’s an early cur-
tain, so people can go to dinner after
the two-hour show or gather to ring in
the New Year at one of their homes.
As always, Maestro David Wroe as-
sembled a nostalgic and vibrant pro-
gram filled with familiar Broadway
tunes, as well as songs that might
have been new to the audience in this
year’s “Broadway Through The
Ages”. Insider information says that
Mr. Wroe selects the performers and
then asks them for a list of songs that
they are comfortable performing.
From those lists, he sets the program
hoping to delight his audience. It was
a delightful program indeed.

The predictable opener
“Willkommen” from Kander and
Ebbs’ Cabaret welcomed the nearly
full audience. A nine-year-old girl
behind me looked over the program
and whispered to her mom that she
knew that first song, as well as “Chil-
dren Will Listen” from Stephen

Sondheim’s Into the Woods. This was
clearly a knowledgeable audience of
both young and old alike. Women
decked out in mink coats sat along-
side folks dressed in jeans…it was
the perfect venue for everyone to feel
at ease in whatever made them com-
fortable for the special night.

The orchestra, consisting of 25
musicians, were joined by three pro-
fessional singers, three student vo-
calists, and five members of the Dance
Theatre of Harlem. This is the second
year NJFO included the visual addi-
tion of dance that added an extra
dimension for the night’s auditory
feast for the senses.

Mayor Shelley Brindle was on hand
to state that the night was the official
kickoff of the 300th anniversary year
of the Town of Westfield. She af-
firmed that Westfield is committed to
celebrating culture and the arts with
more events like that night’s musical
extravaganza.

The ever-charming director, Mr.
Wroe, told the audience that the
evening’s program covered 90 years
of Broadway. He promised a night of
“the past mixed with present favor-
ites” and he didn’t disappoint. Jessica
Ann Best provided a sizzling rendi-
tion of “Feeling Good” from The Roar
of the Greasepaint. She was backed
up by three teen girls from WHS.
Expanding on that good feeling, Ms.
Best was joined by soprano Analisa
Leaming with “For Good” from the
popular, currently running musical
Wicked. The familiar duet was ac-

companied dramatically by a singu-
lar keyboard.

A poignant rendition of “Bridge
Over Troubled Water” gave the audi-
ence a glimpse into Jacob Keith
Watson’s brilliant tenor voice. His
breath control left the audience gasp-
ing with his last note that seemingly
went on forever. The addition of
strings and a lovely flute crescendo
completed the 1970s song.

Later, a rendition of “Sit Down,
You’re Rockin’ the Boat” showcased
Mr. Watson’s versatility. The Frank
Loesser song from the Broadway pro-
duction Guys and Dolls was made fa-
mous in the movie version by Stubby
Kaye as Nicely-Nicely Johnson. The
two professional vocalists and the WHS
sophomores provided the choral re-
frain. It was a rousing, toe-tapping num-
ber that brought thunderous applause.

At times, Mr. Wroe chatted with the
vocalists to give the audience an in-
sight into the performers’ personali-
ties. He asked Ms. Best, a cross-disci-
plinary artist, who performs in opera,
musical theatre and jazz, to explain
what tips she shared with Alyrie
Silverman, Mia Johnson and Sierra
Ciasco, the three sophomore girls from
WHS who study with Maureen Francis.
She demonstrated to the audience, as
she had to the teens, the difference of
placement of the voice in singing clas-
sically for opera versus producing a
Broadway belt.

Providing comic relief with a song
made famous by Kelli O’Hara, Ms.
Leaming brought the house down with
“They Don’t Let You in the Opera (If
You’re A Country Star)” by Dan

Lipton and David Rossmer. She de-
livered the song with crystal-clear
lyrics about the blatant bias of opera
buffs against a country-western singer.
Upright bass, banjo and fancy fiddlin’
by first chair virtuoso Deborah Wong
provided the perfect accompaniment.
By the song’s end, the full orchestra
joined vocalist, Ms. Leaming, who
was selling the song. Both Mr. Wroe
and the audience seemed tickled by
the clever lyrics and the spectacular
vocal range displayed.

The closing number for the first
half, “Too Darn Hot” by Cole Porter
was just that with the explosion of
energetic, colorfully dressed dancers
Da’Von Doane, Anthony Santos,
Amanda Smith, Stephanie Williams
and Alexandra Hutchinson.

The night continued with sentimen-
tal classics of “Younger Than Spring-
time,” with gorgeous harp, “If I Were
a Bell,” and “Almost Like Being in
Love,” that had some audience mem-
bers humming along.

One of the most magnificent selec-
tions of the night might not have been
familiar to many in the audience. But
Mr. Watson wowed them with his
lush voice in “Before and After You /
One Second and a Million Miles”
from the musical The Bridges of
Madison County. The first verse, dra-
matically sung a cappella, was fol-
lowed with the addition of guitar,
keyboard, tambourine and bass. Then
Mr. Watson was joined by the velvet
voice of Ms. Leaming. The two per-
formers were every bit as wonderful
as Kelli O’Hara and Steven Pasquale,
who originated the roles.

For the last song of the night, “Okla-
homa” by Rodgers and Hammerstein,
the dancers were back onstage to echo
the energy of the singers. And the
energy they provided was inestimable.

As in years past, for the closing
number of the memorable evening,
the audience was asked to join the
performers in singing “Auld Lang

Syne.” What better way to bring joy
to the soul than share with friends and
neighbors in the delight of great mu-
sic and dance?

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROCKIN' THE BOAT...At the New Jersey Festival Orchestra's New Year's Eve
celebration, the female vocalists back up tenor Jacob Keith Watson in the Guys
and Dolls number, "Sit Down You're Rockin' the Boat." Pictured are: Westfield
High School sophomores Alyrie Silverman, Mia Johnson and Sierra Ciasco.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPREADING JOY...The three professional vocalists, Analisa Leaming, Jacob Keith Watson and Jessica Ann Best, and the
members of the Dance Theatre of Harlem hold their pose at the end of "Too Darn Hot," at the first half of the program. They
accept thunderous applause throughout the night at the New Jersey Festival Orchestra's presentation on New Year's Eve
at Westfield High School auditorium.

Photo courtesy of NJFO

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DELIGHTFUL VISUAL AND AUDITORY ELEMENTS BLEND....Audiences at the New Year's Eve concert of the New
Jersey Festival Orchestra's presentation “Broadway Through The Ages” are treated to songs that were enhanced by lyrical
or jazz dancing provided by the Dance Theatre of Harlem.

Fiona Tyndall to Headline
Sunday Sounds Concert
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WALSH PUTS IN 17 POINTS; ROONEY NETS 10 POINTS, 8 REBOUNDS; HOWLAND 10 REBOUNDS

Blue Devil Cagers Hold Off Cardinals in 4th Quarter, 47-39
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Relatively smooth sailing for
the Westfield High School boys
basketball team ran into a sea of
difficulty early in the fourth quar-
ter when they hosted the

Plainfield Cardinals at Westfield
High School on January 3. Carry-
ing a 12-point lead entering the
quarter, the Blue Devils seemed
to lose focus and rush their
passes, and the Cardinals capi-
talized with a 6-0 run with only

three minutes remaining until
senior co-captains Andrew
Echausse sank one free throw
and Griffin Rooney sank six of
eight free throws to award their
team with a 47-39 victory.

“It’s been a problem for us this
whole year. We are trying to get
better. I think we just panic a lot.
That’s the big thing. Like some
kids will trap in the corner and we
will just give it away. Our coaches

have been working on it for the
past few days but we’ve gotten a
lot better,” Echausse explained.

“Plainfield is a good team. They
like to press up and I think for a
little bit we just forgot what we
have been working on all week
preparing for Plainfield. Once
coach got on us, we all started to
click. We said we got to take care
of this ball. We can’t keep press-
ing like we’ve been doing. We
settled it down and that’s when
we really started going up,”

Rooney explained.
Senior co-captain Jake Walsh

(steal, assist) led the Blue Devils
with 17 points, which included
five 3-pointers. Echausse (3
points, 2 rebounds) led the team
with six assists and Walsh turned
out to be his primary recipient on
this afternoon.

“We have a similar play style.
We like to push, so he makes
everybody release on the attack.
It’s really easy having him on the

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

https://www.prominentproperties.com/westfield-office/
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floor,” Walsh said.
“I got two of the best shooters

[Walsh, Rooney] in the county
right here. They like to get open a
lot. It’s easy! That’s my game.
I’ve always been looking to assist
other players. I would rather have
the assists than the points to help
the team out,” Echausse said.

But Walsh did return the favor
to set Echausse up with a 3-
banger

“He did! I don’t really shoot the
ball. Coach gets on me for that
but once I’m open, he hit me for
three and I made it, so we both
work with each other,” Echausse
said.

On two occasions when
Echausse would inbound from
underneath the basket, he caught
the Cardinals off-guard and
flicked the ball on the left side to

Walsh, who banged in two of his
3-pointers. Rooney would line up
on the right side if Walsh was
covered.

“We have this setup where me
and Jake are the options in the
corner for three. I guess Jake
was getting all the love. The ball
kept going to him. He had the
open shots but he was knocking
them down,” Rooney said.

The Cardinals were pinching
Rooney heavily all game and until
the final quarter when he scored
six points, he had only one lay-
up and two free throws. But
Rooney, who had two assists and
a steal, made up for it with eight
rebounds.

“I wasn’t shooting as well as I
would like to tonight. I had to
contribute somehow, so I was on
defense and rebounds this

game,” Rooney said.
The Blue Devils won the first

quarter handily, 17-6, which in-
cluded trip 3-pointers from Walsh
and another from Jack Spellman,
who finished with six points, two
rebounds, a block and an assist.

Sophomore Logan Howland, who
was big time under the boards
with 10 rebounds and three blocks,
netted three of his five points.

Plainfield outscored the Blue
Devils, 11-8, in the second quar-
ter to make the score 25-17 at
the half. Blue Devil Declan
McCauley, on assists from Walsh
and Rooney, scored four points,
and Walsh sank his fourth 3-
pointer.

Westfield won the third quar-
ter 15-11 to put Westfield ahead,
40-28. Echausse sank his 3-
pointer to begin the quarter and
Walsh sank his fifth 3-pointer.

The fourth quarter gave the
Blue Devils the shakes after Car-
dinal Jamarques Lawrence sank
a pair of free throws and Tahmir
Ellis followed with two lay-ups to
narrow the score to 40-34. With

2:58 on the clock, Echausse went
to the line and sank one of his
two free throws then Rooney sank
one free throw. Cardinal Tyejuan
Taylor, who was a menace under
the boards all afternoon with re-
bounds to go with his acts of
thievery, put in a lay-up then
Lawrence added a lay-up to get
his team to within four points
with :43.6 remaining. Rooney
was fouled and sank one of two
free throws. But he was fouled
two more times and sank all four
to secure the victory.

“I knew he could do it,” Walsh
expressed. “He missed the first
one or so but I had confidence in
him. He’s a great player and I
knew he would come up big for
us in the last seconds.”
Plainfield   6 11 11 11 39
Westfield 17   8 15   7 47
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Story on page 9

Cougars Jolt Indians, 45-26,

On Mat ‘Alumni Night’
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Rahway Swipes Victory

from Cougars, 62-48
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Last week, the Planning Board
adopted the Town’s Master Plan
Reexamination, taking a major
step towards realizing a
transformative vision for
Westfield. As we look to the
future, I felt it important to first
recap what we accomplished in
2019, and extend my gratitude
to our community for your
support and active participation.

First, I’d like to thank the
members of the Town Council,
and in particular subcommittee
Chairpersons Councilwoman
Dawn Mackey, Councilwoman
Linda Habgood, Councilman
David Contract, and Councilman
Mike Dardia for their tireless
efforts in leading many of our
2019 initiatives. Additionally, I’d
like to express my gratitude to
Councilpersons Jo Ann Neylan,
Frank Arena and Doug Stokes for
their years of volunteer service
to our community as they finish
their final terms.

The following accomplishments
were only possible because of
the hard work and unflagging
efforts of our Town employees.
In particular, I’d like to
acknowledge the leadership of
Town Administrator Jim Gildea,
whose commitment to Westfield
is only rivaled by the number of
hours he puts in on our behalves.
Being a full-time mayor, I have
the benefit of getting to know
many of our Town employees
and see first-hand their enormous
commitment to making Westfield
a place we’re proud to call home.

Since being elected, I set out
to achieve four key priorities:

(1) strong fiscal oversight,
(2) charting a vision for our

future,
(3) championing quality of life

issues, and
(4) increasing resident

engagement.
Beginning with some

highlights, here are my
administration’s 2019
accomplishments:

3' Highlights:

Westfield Mayor Promises Kept: Year 2019 (on Facebook)
• Achieved first 0 percent

municipal tax increase in decades
• Maintained a robust $9.5mm

budget surplus and AAA bond
rating

• Paved 20 miles of roads, the
most in Town history

• Completed first Master Plan
Reexamination, Parks Strategic
Plan, and Bike and Pedestrian
Plan with unprecedented public
input

• Planted over 900 trees, the
most in Westfield’s history, and
strengthened tree protection
ordinance

• Successfully lobbied for
restoration of RVL off-peak one-
seat rides, and prioritized our
fight for better service and peak
one-seat rides

• Introduced policy
improvements to incentivize
Downtown business climate, and
saw the opening of 23 new
businesses!

• Received $935,000 in grants,
almost doubling what we have
historically received on average

• Operated as a full-time
volunteer Mayor

1†Prioritize strong fiscal
oversight, improve automation
to enhance operating efficiencies,
and identify new sources of
revenue:

• Delivered a 0 percent
municipal tax rate increase for
the first time in decades;

• Maintained robust surplus and
AAA bond rating;

• Paved close to 20 miles of
roads, the most in Town history,
through an innovative
partnership with Elizabethtown
Gas;

• Introduced and passed Road
Protection Ordinance to protect
our paving investment by
requiring utility companies to
provide curb-to-curb repaving
after road cuts;

• Completed town-wide roads
assessment, enabling a
transparent and cost-efficient
paving plan for the Town;

• Invested in capital equipment

to improve capabilities, including
purchase of four pick-up trucks,
two dump trucks, a sewer truck,
a fire pumper, and the Town’s
first hybrid vehicles for health
inspectors;

• Awarded Innovation in
Governance Award from NJ
League of Municipalities for the
public/ private partnership that
brought The Westfield Rink to
Gumbert Park;

• Introduced the Westfield
Connect app, enabling online
reporting and tracking of issues
like potholes, tree damage,
lighting outages, and more,
surpassing industry-wide
adoption rates and response
times in the first six months of
use;

• Established an Investment
Advisory Council of qualified
community volunteers which
advised on investment
management strategies;

• Completed state-mandated
tax revaluation;

• Held the first open and public
budget process to enable input
from the community at large;

• Continued focus on
automation by digitizing the Town
Code to make it more accessible,
and increasing online payment
capabilities for town services;

• Received $935,000 in grants,
including seven for new
initiatives, almost doubling our
annual average

2†Chart a vision for Westfield’s
future that embraces growth and
innovation, improves the
downtown business climate, and
effectively manages
redevelopment:

• Completed and adopted
Master Plan Reexamination with
unprecedented public input from
an online survey, public
workshops, and public
presentations among residents,
property owners, and local
businesses;

• Completed first ever Parks
and Recreation Strategic Plan,
scheduled for adoption in 1Q20,

which included unprecedented
public input and partnership with
Board of Education;

• Completed first ever town-
wide Bike and Pedestrian Plan
which was fully funded through a
grant by NJDOT;

• Conducted North Avenue
Walkability Study, funded
through grants, resulting in
recommendations to improve
pedestrian safety along section
of North Avenue;

• Continued efforts to drive
Downtown foot traffic and support
local merchants, including:

• Ongoing Second Sunday
events

• Hosted second successful
season of the Westfield Farmers
Market on the north side

• Introduced new events such
as the Chili/ Chowder Cookoff
and Clue Hunt

• Converted Quimby Street into
pedestrian plaza for Sweet
Sounds in the summer

• Enhanced year-end holiday
activities

• Hosted second annual
AddamsFest: Westfield
Celebrates Charles Addams,
which generated national press
and partnerships with MGM and
Hershey, solidifying it as a
signature annual Town event with
measurable promotional and
revenue potential;

• Continued collaboration with
Lord and Taylor parent company,
Hudsons Bay Company, resulting
in a commitment to stay, grow,
and invest in Westfield

• Initiated review of zoning
ordinances to curtail
overdevelopment in residential
neighborhoods and discourage
subdivisions;

• Welcomed over 20 new
businesses and restaurants
including: Lavash –
Mediterranean Grill, Buddha Fish,
OsteoStrong Westfield,
Innovasion Taco, Acting Out –
Premiere Acting School, and Roig
Collection Westfield Art +
Framing, as well as the expansion

of Spice Bazaar – Modern Indian
Dining, Fettle + Fare, and
Midtown Authentic. Coming soon
will be Lions Roar Brewing Co.
(our first brewery!), and
Bareburger (expected to open
early 2020!).

3†Champion quality of life
issues that impact all residents

• As founding co-chair of the
Raritan Valley Line Mayors
Alliance, successfully lobbied for
restoration of off-peak one-seat
rides and additional same
platform transfers (bringing the
total to five); for the first time,
prioritized the fight for peak one-
seat rides in our continued work
with key legislators and the
Governor;

• Swore in new Police Chief
who prioritized community
policing, introduced body cams,
and appointed police chaplains;

• Appointed new Fire Chief who
is ushering in a new era of
department leadership;

• Worked with Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission
to successfully designate four
Historic properties, the most in
recent Town history, as we
continue to prioritize preservation
efforts;

• Implemented new Green
Team initiatives including:

• Green Westfield Program to
promote sustainability among
Downtown businesses

• Introduced first-ever Free
Market to promote re-use;
collected estimated two tons of
gently used household goods

• Provided 900 reusable bags
and 600 reusable straws to
reduce single-use plastics in Town

• Launched organic food waste
collection effort in Conservation
Center, which is the first in Union
County

• Launched first-ever Westfield
Home Energy Savings Program
featuring low-cost residential
energy audits

• Hosted first-ever Earth Month

Continued on page C-2
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featuring lectures, movies and
other events

• Held two sets of park clean-
ups with over 60 volunteers
participating

• Held “3 RS” assembly
(Reduce, Reuse, Recycle) in
several elementary schools

• Arranged for free training on
Green Infrastructure in
conjunction with the Rutgers
Water Resources Extension

• Obtained a technical
assistance grant from Rutgers to
assist the town in developing up
to three demonstration rain
gardens

• Initiated a Town-wide
impervious cover assessment and
stormwater management plan

• Introduced numerous
pedestrian safety measures, as
part of the “Year of the
Pedestrian” including:

• Enhanced speed limit
enforcement

• Installed new stop signs at
locations where needed

• Introduced new striping
patterns at Mountain and
Lawrence, Dudley and North, and
North and Fourth

• Installed pedestrian activated
beacons at Rahway Ave and
Kehler stadium, West Broad and
Palsted, and South Ave and
Cacciola

• Strengthened tree ordinance
to protect our large trees,
including increasing fines for
unauthorized tree removal;

• Expanded smoking ban to
include public events;

• Passed ordinance to require
EV charging stations in all new
development plans;

• Introduced Memorial Pool
enhancements including new
deck chairs, new food vendor
with healthier choices and
expanded play area;

• Initiated renovation of South
Avenue train station coffee kiosk
with anticipated reopening in
spring 2020;

• Passed ordinance establishing
a Public Arts Commission;
introduced first public art mural

funded by grants and private
donations.

4†Increase resident
engagement by improving
transparency and communication
to better reflect the open,
inclusive, innovative and
collaborative spirit of our
community:

• Improved and simplified Town
communication, including:

• Expanded Town email
capability enabling residents to
receive minutes/agendas, press
releases, utility work notices, and
Mayor’s email newsletter

• Transformed tax letter for
greater transparency and
understanding

• Increased social media
outreach on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter

• Continued leveraging ward-
specific Nixle alerts in cooperation
with the Town of Westfield, NJ
Police Department for timely
communication related to police
activity

• Established Westfield 300
Steering Committee to plan
commemorations for 300th
anniversary in 2020;

• Introduced Westfield’s first
multicultural festival celebrating
the diverse heritages of all of our
residents;

• Celebrated and acknowledged
Gay Pride Month by raising the
Pride flag for the first time in
Town history;

• Appointed Town’s first ADA
coordinator; established first
formal ADA grievance process as
recommended by our new Access
and Inclusivity Council;

• Introduced several new
initiatives sponsored by the
Senior Advisory Council,
including:

• Monthly programming
calendar on Town website

• Senior events focused on
taxes, technology and the Master
Plan

• Second annual Seniors Expo
to promote senior services with
over 20 exhibitors

• First-ever Senior Pedestrian
Safety program in conjunction
with WPD, including distribution

of free safety vests
• Established Mental Health

Commission with initial focus on
the following initiatives:

• Created a Teen Advisory
Committee to help address the
youth mental health crisis

• Established a resource hub
on emotional and mental well-
being on the Town website

• Declared Westfield a stigma-
free community via proclamation

• Introduced “Got CAKE?”
(Compassion, Acceptance,
Kindness, Empathy) initiative to
the broader community

While I’m proud of how much
we’ve accomplished, the
transformational work now
begins as we initiate the process
of implementing the Master Plan
recommendations based upon
your input.

That being said, even positive
change can bring uncertainty and
anxiety among some residents.
Now more than ever, continued
public support will be critical to
moving forward key initiatives
that support new fields, parking
solutions, bike lanes, historic
preservation and sustainability
measures, smart development
and more.

I look forward to welcoming
Councilman Mark LoGrippo as he
serves his third term, as well as
working with newly-elected
Councilman Jim Boyes,
Councilman Mark Parmelee, and
Councilman Scott Katz. As
always, I’m committed to leading
a governing body that is
responsive, transparent, and
ethical, and always puts the best
interests of our community first.
Please continue to hold us all
accountable by asking questions,
offering constructive input, and
showing up!

Thank you for giving me the
tremendous privilege to serve as
your Mayor. Happy holidays!

Shelley Brindle
Westfield Mayor

Mayor Brindle’s Message
Continued from page C-1
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The Breath of Treason Grows
In The Capitol, The Speaker

Have you heard the words out
of the mouth of house speaker
Nancy Pelosi in response to the
action taken by President Trump
when he eliminated Qasem
Soleimani who is responsible for
the death of thousands of Ameri-
cans? Qassem Soleimani is also
responsible for the death of thou-
sands of Iraq and Iranian citi-
zens.

Speaker Pelosi stated that our
President should apologize to the
Iranian government. Her words
border on treason and makes
her a terrorist sympathizer bor-
dering on calibration with this
terrorist regime.

You, Speaker Nancy Pelosi put
your hate for our president above
the safety of the American people.

The National Democratic Party
must disavow the speaker’s
words and show solidarity with
the American people.

President Lincoln stated that
no nation in the world could take
this nation by force. If our nation
should come to an end it would
have to come from within us. I’m
afraid what I am seeing and hear-
ing is the genesis of destruction
of our democracy.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

Trump’s Drastic Decision to Kill
Soleimani Happened In a Vacuum

It seems that Trump’s idea of a
foreign policy is one of impulsive
bluster with no planning, no real
strategy and no forethought. In-
stead of the United States taking
actions which have been care-
fully weighed and calculated,
which is what we should be do-
ing, Trump approaches foreign
policy like he does all else in his
life. He bullies his way in and out
of everything with the hubris and
expects that somehow everyone
will just acquiesce to his wishes,
no matter how unfair or one sided.
And so, it has been with his policy
on Iran which has led us to this
crisis.

Let’s be clear. None of the
events leading up to Trump’s
drastic decision to kill General
Soleimani happened in a vacuum.
All of the ratcheting up of ag-
gressive actions by Iran in the
last two years began the minute
that Trump withdrew from the
Iran nuclear agreement and then
Trump only made matters worse
by strangling Iran with incredibly
harsh sanctions in a foolhardy
attempt to supposedly force their
hand back to the negotiating table

so that Trump could make the
perfect and most beautiful deal
ever. Well, not this time.

Trump would have us believe
that he had no other choice but
to kill Soleimani despite the lack
of evidence showing any
imminent threat. Initially, the
word from the administration was
that there were specific and
imminent attacks planned by
Soleimani and that taking him
out was the only way to stop
those attacks. Now it’s a different
story. Now it’s that Soleimani
was planning attacks and we must
protect Americans and our
troops. But Soleimani has always
been planning attacks through
global proxies. There’s nothing
new there. And yes, Iran has
been escalating tensions in the
last two years, but again, we
cannot ignore the fact that the
ramping up actions by Iran,
culminating in the storming of
the U.S. Embassy in Iraq and the
killing of a U.S. contractor, was a
direct result of the U.S. showing
our weakness, not strength, by
exiting the Iran deal and then

Continued on page C-3
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further punishing Iran with
crippling sanctions. Although the
Iran nuclear agreement wasn’t
perfect it was something and
Iran WAS in compliance. When
the U.S. was respecting its
commitments, there was relative
stability in the region surrounding
Iran. Now with this drastic action
of killing of Soleimani, Pandora’s
box has been opened and all bets
are off. Who knows what can
transpire from here?

How is it that Republicans keep
doing the same reckless things
over and over with no forethought
leading us to dire worldwide
repercussions? The last reports
are that we are being kicked out
of Iraq, which will enable ISIS to
just get stronger. Unfortunately,
it seems our military advisors
who are advising Trump seem to
lack the measured voice that we
had under General Jim Mattis
who I believe would not have
given Trump the option of killing
Soleimani. Why in the world
would they give Trump such an

option, then be shocked when he
chose the most dangerous one?
Could it have been that it was
actually Pompeo behind the
scenes trying to exert his
influence over more measured
voices? But it all circles back to
Trump’s impulsive nature
because the whole reason why
we lost Jim Mattis in the first
place was due to Trump’s
precipitous announcement of
abruptly leaving northern Syria,
which now is another
catastrophe.

We don’t know what lies ahead
for Americans at home abroad,
and for our troops, but we do
know one thing. Trump is
impulsive, undisciplined,
unstable, soaked with narcissistic
hubris and categorically unfit to
be our Commander In Chief.

Think carefully about your
vote in 2020. In addition to
voting Trump out we need to
vote the Republicans out of the
Senate. World havoc may be
riding on it.

Karen Egert Letter
Continued from page C-2

Karen Egert
Springfield

Courtesy of Westfield Public Schools
GROUP LEARNING...Westfield Franklin School students enjoy
“Hour of Code” activities during Computer Science Education
Week.  Pictured on left are fifh-grader Adam Siegel, first-grader
Nicholas Paterson, and fifth-grader Derin Colakoglu.  On right
are fifth-grader Laila Singh and first-grader Atlas Pektas. 908-232-4407   sales@goleader.com

www.goleader.com
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The Last Straw

Courtesy of Westfield Public Schools
LESS0N IN COMPUTERS...Westfield Franklin School first-grader Rhyan Sporer, left, and
fifth-grader Hailey Latcha enjoy coding during “Hour of Code” activities as part of Computer
Science Education Week.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
21ST STATE LEGISLATIVE TEAM...State Senate
Republican Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield), center, Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield), left, and
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit)
make comments at Tuesday’s Westfield Town
Council reorgization meeting.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
COUNCILMAN BOYES...James Boyes is sworn in as
first ward  councilman  by Westfield Municipal
Court Judge Parag Patel at Tuesday’s Westfield
Town Council reorganization meeting as his family
looks on.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
A BEAUTIFUL DAY IN WESTFIELD...Reverend
William M. Williams, III, of the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield gives the invocation
at Tuesday’s Westfield Town Council
reorganization meeting.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
COUNCILMAN KATZ...New Fourth Ward
Councilman Scott Katz is administered the oath of
oath by Westfield Municipal Court Judge Parag
Patel at Tuesday’s Westfield Town Council
reorganization meeting as his family looks on.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
ANOTHER TERM...Third Ward Councilman Mark
LoGrippo is sworn in for another term by State
Superior Court Judge Lisa Walsh at Tuesday’s
Westfield Town Council reorganization meeting
as his  family looks on.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
COUNCILMAN PARMELEE...Second Ward
Councilman Mark Parmelee is administered the
oath of office by Mayor Shelley Brindle at Tuesday’s
reorganization meeting as his family looks on.
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In Support of Malinowski
Political courage should be

rewarded. Too often, politicians
will do what they think is best for
their career over what they know
in their heart is the right thing to
do. In Congressman Malinowski,
NJ-7 constituents have a
representative who lets the facts
inform his votes.

While this is most clearly on
display with his vote to impeach
the President, he has been a
leader on a number of other issues
that help New Jerseyans. From
restoring the SALT deduction for
NJ homeowners, to fighting
domestic terrorists, Malinowski
leads with the best interests of
his constituents in his heart.

I’ll take a politician with a spine
any day of the week and twice
on Sunday. Even if that means
stomaching votes I may not
agree with personally. Better to
have someone who looks you in
the eye and tells you what they
think than someone who tells
you what they think you want to
hear.

The U.S. Congress needs more
people like Malinowski, and NJ-7
voters should deliver him another
term in November so he can
continue to get things done on
our behalf.

Columbia Bank Announces the Appointment
of Daniel M. White to Vice President,
Consumer Banking Market Manager

Daniel M. White

FAIR LAWN, NJ — Columbia
Bank is pleased to announce that
Daniel M. White has been
appointed as a Vice President,
Consumer Banking Market
Manager. In his new role, Mr.
White will be responsible for
managing Columbia Bank
branches within the Bank’s
Bergen County region.

Prior to joining Columbia, Mr.
White has held several leadership
positions within the financial
services industry. Most recently,
he was Vice President, District
Manager at Investors Bank.

"Dan brings to his new position
over 20 years of financial services
industry experience," said
Thomas J. Kemly, President and
CEO of Columbia Bank. "Dan has
extensive banking experience
within the Bergen County market

and is well known in the local
community."

Mr. White holds a Bachelor’s
Degree in Sociology from
Fairleigh Dickson University. He
currently resides in Succasunna,
New Jersey.

About Columbia Bank
Headquartered in Fair Lawn,

NJ, Columbia Bank has an asset
base of over $7 billion and 64
full-service offices throughout
New Jersey.  Columbia offers a
wide range of consumer and
commercial products, including
online and mobile banking,
localized lending centers as well
as title, investment and wealth
management services.  For more
information about Columbia
Bank’s full line of products and
services, visit their website at
columbiabankonline.com.

The Grout Guy
Backsplashes, Floors,
Kitchens, Bathrooms

In addition to tile and grout
repair, regrouting and grout
staining, we also install tile.

Call for a free in-home
estimate.

973-634-7384
goleader.com/free

Checchio
Black Top Paving

Driveways, Concrete, Parking
Lots, Brick Pavers

Free Estimates
908-889-4422

goleader.com/free

goleader.com/form/bulletin

Are You Minding

Your Business?

Mr. Reliable
Handyman

30 Years Experience
908-462-4755

goleader.com/free

goleader.com/form/bulletin

Shine a Spotlight

on Your Business

St. Michael School Open House 2020
CRANFORD — St. Michael

School in Cranford, celebrating
over 90 years of academic
excellence, will host a series of
open house events. Parents and
prospective preschool through
grade 8 students are invited to
visit during two sessions:
Thursday, January 23,  7 to 8:30
p.m., and Sunday, January 26,
10:30 a.m.  to 1:30 p.m.  The
school is located at 100 Alden
Street in Cranford.

Parents and students will have
the opportunity to tour the school
and enjoy conversation with
Principal Sandy Miragliotta.
Parents and current students will
assist with each tour. Teachers
also will be available in their
classrooms to answer questions.

Any family that registers during
one of the Open House sessions
for the 2020-2021 academic year
will receive $50 off the first child’s
registration and $25 off registration
for each additional child.

St. Michael School, established
in 1929, is a thriving, faith-based
school where children become
independent thinkers and grow
into responsible young adults
grounded in Catholic values.

St. Michael School is a member
of the National Catholic

Education Association (NCEA)
and accredited by the Middle
States Association Commission
on Elementary Schools. Primary,
elementary and middle-school
curriculums are based on
guidelines set forth by the
Archdiocese of Newark to
prepare students for high school
and beyond.

Controlled class sizes and an
average 16:1 student-teacher
ratio fosters individualized
attention and offers students
the abil ity to engage in
classroom inquiry, discovery
and learning.

The early childhood education
program offers pre-kindergarten
3 and 4 (full and half day) and
full-day academically-based
kindergarten.  On site before
and after care also is available.

Extracurricular activities
include instructional and
competitive sports programs,
instructional music, drama and
Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts.

For more about St. Michael
School, please contact the school
at (908) 276-9425. For a copy of
the St. Michael School brochure
and for more information about
the school, visit
www.smscranford.com.

Coming This May

Our 48th

Annual Edition

To reserve your space
Contact Jeff Gruman,

Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com
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Westfield
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Mike Mullen
Cranford

Mostly Music, Inc.
MostlyMusicNJ@gmail.com

908-789-8578
Mostly Music chamber music

concerts on Sunday afternoons,
March 1, April 5 and May 31,
2020, at 3:30 p.m. at Temple
Emanu-El, 756 East Broad St.,
Westfield. $40 at the door. For

concert programs and other
information go to

www.mostlymusic.org or call
908-789-8578.

goleader.com/free
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