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Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.
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Gavin Handwerker, Esq.

Brian J. Trembley, Esq.
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FREE and open to the community!

Over 30 vendors!

Wide variety of specialties!

Recreation options and skills training!

Resource vendors!

V e n d o r s
Enrichment/Recreation

ARC • Camp Yachad • Creative Kids • Del Martial Arts • Game U • Silent Events • 

Therapies

Resources

Religious

1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ  07076 

908-889-8800 • www.jccnj.org

Please join our 
Not-Your-Typical 
Special Needs 
Resource Fair

February 2 • 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Courtesy Jim Lowney/County of Union
NO SHAVE FUNDRAISER...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli joins Under-
sheriff Dennis Burke in congratulating the Sheriff’s officers who participated in
No Shave November and raised $7,820 for The New Jersey Veterans Network, The
Prostate Cancer Foundation and the Union County Sheriff’s Officers Tree of
Hope. No Shave November challenges participants to forgo shaving for the month
in order to raise money for charity.

Kean: NJ Needs to Focus on
Culture of Sex Harassment

Pallone’s Anti-Robocalls
Bill Signed Into Law

Watson Coleman Responds
To Attack at Iraqi Airport

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Frank Pallone, Jr.’s (D-6th,
Long Branch) bipartisan legislation
to stop bad robocalls was signed into
law by President Donald Trump on
December 30. The Pallone-Thune
TRACED ACT was announced as
part of a bipartisan, bicameral agree-
ment by the House and Senate in
November. Last month, the House of
Representatives passed the bill by a
vote of 417-3. It later passed the
Senate by voice vote.

In 2019, New Jerseyans received
an estimated 200 million robocalls in
the 732 area code alone and over a
billion statewide. In November, a
whopping 5.6 billion robocalls were
made nationwide, according to
Robokiller.

“I’m delighted the President signed
this overwhelmingly bipartisan bill
into law. It will bring much-needed
relief to New Jerseyans who have put
up with these relentless and illegal
calls for far too long,” Congressman
Pallone said. “This legislation will
put Americans back in control of their
phones. These calls are not just an-

noying – they also are scams targeted
at consumers. I thank my colleagues
in Congress who helped get this im-
portant legislation signed into law.”

The Pallone-Thune TRACED Act:
Requires carriers to offer call-au-

thentication technology to everyone at
no additional charge; requires opt-in
or opt-out robocall blocking be of-
fered at no additional charge to con-
sumers; gives the Federal Communi-
cations Commission (FCC) the ability
to step up enforcement actions against
unlawful robocalls with a longer stat-
ute of limitations and increased fines
in certain cases; pushes the Depart-
ment of Justice to bring more criminal
prosecutions against criminal
robocallers; requires the FCC to work
to stop one-ring scams; helps the FCC
and responsible carriers trace back
and cut off suspect phone companies
that are responsible for sending vast
numbers of unlawful robocalls; and
protects patients, doctors and hospi-
tals from unlawful robocalls.

Mr. Pallone spoke on the House
floor last month in favor of the legis-
lation.

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. said
leaders in Trenton need to focus on
fighting a culture of sexual harass-
ment in response to a published re-
port detailing women’s stories of
abuse while working in the world of
New Jersey politics.

“Whenever you start to think we’ve
made progress in improving the cul-
ture in Trenton, a story like this comes
out that proves you wrong,” said Mr.
Kean. “It’s clear that a much greater
focus needs to be placed on address-
ing the epidemic of sexual harass-
ment and assault to protect everyone
who works in New Jersey govern-
ment, politics, and government af-
fairs. Senate Republicans are ready
to continue our efforts through the
LSOC or another forum to put an end
to the epidemic of sexual harassment
that continues to victimize too many
women in New Jersey.

“Recognizing the importance of
assuring that all are protected from
harassment and discrimination, the
Legislature adopted a new Anti-Dis-
crimination and Harassment policy
in September 2018 that addresses the
issue head-on and offers a forum to
protect those who have been ha-
rassed,” added Mr. Kean, a sponsor
of the resolution, SCR-140.

The New Jersey Legislative Select

Oversight Committee (LSOC) con-
tinued to work on this important issue
and released a report in June offering
recommendations to reform the pro-
cess of reporting and acting upon
complaints of sexual harassment and
discrimination by government em-
ployees and those working on guber-
natorial transitions.

Several of those recommendations
became legislation that was adopted
by both houses of the Legislature in
recent weeks. Those bills are pending
Governor Phil Murphy’s approval to
become law.

The LSOC’s report stemmed from
a bipartisan investigation into the
Governor’s handling of an alleged
sexual assault by a key member of his
campaign. The alleged victim, Katie
Brennan, also served on the
Governor’s campaign.

“It opened the eyes of many people
in Trenton when an insider with ac-
cess to the highest levels of state
government, including the Governor
himself, couldn’t find the justice she
sought for an alleged sexual assault,”
added Mr. Kean. “We’re concerned
that Ms. Brennan’s experience may
discourage other victims from com-
ing forward to tell their stories, which
appears to be the case based on the
recent reports. It’s clear there’s still
more work for us to do. “

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-NJ) is-
sued the following statement follow-
ing news that President Donald Trump
had ordered an air strike at an airport
in Baghdad, killing Iran’s top secu-
rity and intelligence commander:

“This is a direct antagonization
and dangerous escalation that risks
the United States entering a con-
flict unauthorized by Congress. The
unending lies told by this presi-
dent, covered up by further lies
and obfuscations from his admin-
istration, make it virtually impos-
sible to believe his motivations and
explanations for such actions, es-
pecially when he refuses to consult
the Congress.

“Trump continues to show flagrant
disrespect for the system of govern-
ment our founders set up — one in
which Congress is a co-equal branch
with specific and exclusive powers,
including the power to authorize mili-

tary action. Now, he does so while
threatening any further opportunity
to rely on diplomacy to ensure we
don’t enter another endless interna-
tional crisis.”

Blood Donors Are Eligible
For Super Bowl Package

AREA — The American Red Cross
currently has a critical need for do-
nors of all blood types – especially
type O – and platelet donors. As of
Monday, the Red Cross had less than
a three-day supply of type O blood.

To help tackle this critical need, the
Red Cross and NFL are working to-
gether to offer one lucky winner a trip
to Super Bowl LIV in Miami. Those
who give blood or platelets now

through Sunday, January 19, will au-
tomatically be entered for a chance to
experience the Super Bowl live.

The winner will receive two tickets
to Super Bowl LIV, entry to the official
NFL Tailgate, tickets to Super Bowl
Experience at the Miami Beach Con-
vention Center, round-trip airfare to
Miami, three-night hotel accommoda-
tions at The Alexander® – All Suite
Oceanfront Resort (January 31 to Feb-
ruary 3), and a $500 gift card for ex-
penses. Additional details are available
at RedCrossBlood.org/SuperBowl.

A blood drive is set for Thursday,
January 16, from 2:30 to 7:30 p.m., at
Joseph E. Soehl Middle School, lo-
cated at 300 E. Henry Street, Linden.

Donors are urged to make an ap-
pointment to give using the Red Cross
Blood Donor app, visiting
RedCrossBlood.org, calling 1-(800)-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or
enabling the Blood Donor Skill on
any Alexa Echo device.

Mgr. Sentenced for Stealing
Thousands From 89-Yr.-Old
COUNTY — A property manager

at an Elizabeth apartment complex
has been sentenced after admitting to
siphoning tens of thousands of dol-
lars out of an elderly tenant’s bank
account over the course of about a
year and a half, Acting Union County
Prosecutor Lyndsay V. Ruotolo an-
nounced Monday.

Natalia Calderon-Diaz, 33, was
ordered to serve five years of proba-
tion and to pay $75,000 in restitution
to the estate of the 89-year-old vic-
tim, who died several weeks ago,
leaving behind no surviving imme-
diate family. She will be laid to rest
next to her parents in a local cem-
etery later this week.

The case against Calderon-Diaz
was the result of an investigation by
the Special Prosecutions Unit of the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office,
initiated upon a July 2019 referral
from Adult Protective Services of
Union County, according to Union
County Assistant Prosecutor Patricia
Cronin, who prosecuted the case.

The investigation, spearheaded by
Prosecutor’s Office Detective Den-
nis Donovan, determined that the vic-

tim lived alone at the Linden Arms
apartment complex on Linden Av-
enue in Elizabeth when she became
acquainted with the defendant, who
gradually gained her trust – and ac-
cess to her bank account.

From December 2017 through
June 2019, Calderon-Diaz withdrew
tens of thousands of dollars from the
account without the victim’s knowl-
edge or permission, spending the
money on lavish vacations to locales
such as Las Vegas, Florida, and mul-
tiple Caribbean destinations, as well
as on high-end designer clothing,
massages and other items.

Calderon-Diaz was charged in
September 2019, and shortly there-
after she pleaded guilty to third-de-
gree theft, which does not carry the
presumption of jail time for first-
time offenders. Yet Union County
State Superior Court Judge Robert
Kirsch remarked on the heinousness
of the crime during sentencing, not-
ing that the defendant singled out a
frail, elderly, independently wealthy
victim, with the primary aim of gain-
ing and then betraying her trust by
stealing from her.

Mayors Wellness Committee
Highlights Plans For 2020

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Mayors Wellness Campaign Com-
mittee thanks all who participated in
its events during 2019, especially
the 3K Walks with the committee’s
special guest walkers.

For 2020, the committee is plan-
ning four major programs for the
community of Garwood. It also plans
to continue its 3K Walks with Mayor
Sara Todisco and other special guest
walkers. These walks will occur ev-
ery third Saturday of the month,
weather permitting, at 9 a.m., at
Garwood’s Recreation Complex on
Myrtle Avenue.

Another major goal of the
Wellness Committee is to obtain a
“Healthy Town Designation”
through New Jersey Care Quality

Institute, in partnership with the
New Jersey League of Municipali-
ties. The committee is always will-
ing to work or co-sponsor with any
organization in the borough to cre-
ate, support or enhance a program
on physical fitness or nutrition.

All are invited to follow the com-
mittee on Facebook at Garwood
Mayors Wellness Campaign or
through news articles in The
Westfield Leader/Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times and other local
newspapers. For further informa-
tion, contact MWC@garwood.org
or attend the committee’s meetings
held on the second Monday of ev-
ery month, at 7 p.m., at Garwood
Borough Hall, located at 403 South
Avenue.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 4th day of
January the Zoning Board of the Township
of Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:

1. Application ZBA 19-015: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization denying the
request of Christopher Ozolnieks for a c(2)
variance for a front yard fence on a corner
lot. On a corner lot, fences over 4 feet in
height and/or greater than 50 percent
closed are not permitted in the front yard
including the side street frontage. Pro-
posed fence is 6 feet high and more than
50 percent closed along the current fence
line that extends past the line of the prin-
ciple structure on the lot along the side of
the property adjacent to the street §255-
26K(2) on Block: 446, Lot: 1 as designated
on the Township Tax Map also known as
19 Connecticut Street in the R-3 zone.

Daniel Aschenbach,
Secretary
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