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Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
SWEARING IN GARWOOD BEST..Garwood Police Chief James Wright pins
the badge on Officer Ian Rivera, pictured left, the newest member of the Garwood
Police Department, at Monday’s reorganization meeting. Pictured, at right, is
Mayor Sara Todisco, who swore in Officer Rivera.

Paul Lachenaurer for The Westfield Leader
NEW DEPUTY MAYOR...Newly elected Cranford Commissioner Kathleen
Miller Prunty is sworn in as deputy mayor for 2020 by Governor Phil Murphy at
Thursday’s reorganization meeting. Ms. Prunty is beginning her first three-year
term as commissioner of finance.
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Mirabella Named Chairman;
Estrada Announces Final Yr.

Vine Ripe Closes
North Avenue Market

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
CLOSED...Vine Ripe Market on North Avenue in Westfield closes suddenly.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Vine Ripe Mar-
ket closed its doors last week after
some four years operating at its North
Avenue location in Westfield.

Gene Jannotti, executive direc-
tor of the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce, said he
knew the business had been strug-
gling of late.

“It’s very unfortunate to lose the
Vine Ripe Market in town. Frank
Bruno, the owner, has been a very
strong supporter of the Chamber of
Commerce. We hold numerous events
there, and he has been a good sponsor
of the chamber, so we hate to see a
person like that have to close his
doors,” Mr. Jannotti said.

Vine Ripe took the space previ-
ously occupied by the Lindeman
Buick dealership, which still owns

the building.
Mayor Shelley Brindle lives across

the street from the market and would
stop by three times a week.

“(Running) a small business is su-
per, super hard,” the mayor said.

“They were a great invested mem-
ber of our community. Squeezing out
a profit margin surrounded by gro-
cery stores, Trader Joe’s (and) a Whole
Foods in Clark, is just really, really
hard, and I think it’s a tremendous
loss,” Mayor Brindle told The
Westfield Leader.

The market was hard hit by a July 3
power outage caused by the partial
collapse of the Paperboard building
on North Avenue in Garwood.

“When you are running on such a
thin (profit) margin, you rely on days
(Fourth of July sales) like that...That
can be a very big blow, but very hard
to make up,” she said.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – Alexander Mirabella
has been named 2020 chairman for
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, the fifth time he will
head the nine-member board. Angel
Estrada, who has been a board mem-
ber since 2000, was named vice-chair-
man for what was announced will be
his final year as a freeholder.

Mr. Mirabella previously served as
chairman in 2001, 2006, 2009 and
2012.

At Sunday’s 164th reorganization
meeting, Freeholders Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford, Rebecca Wil-
liams of Plainfield and Sergio
Granados of Elizabeth were sworn in
for new terms. Democrats have held
the majority on the board for 25 years.
Ms. Kowalski, who has served on the
board since 2005, is beginning her
sixth term, while Mr. Granados is
beginning his third term after joining
the board in 2013 when long-time
Freeholder Dan Sullivan resigned.
Ms. Williams joined the board in June
of 2018 following the resignation of
Linda Carter upon her elevation to
the State Assembly.

In addition, County Surrogate
James LaCorte of Union took the
oath to begin his fifth, five-year term.
He was first elected in 1999 follow-
ing the death of long-time surrogate
Ann Conti.

State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden), who served as a free-
holder from 1998 to 2004, recalled
that Mr. LaCorte’s father was mayor
of Elizabeth in the 1950s.

Mr. LaCorte noted that 60 county
residents were killed in the 9/11 at-
tacks in New York City. In that re-
gard, he said his staff treats all those
who come to his office the same way
9/11 families were treated, “with a
sense of respect.”

“They are all living their own per-
sonal September 11th,” he said.

Prior to her being sworn in to a new
term as freeholder, Cranford Mayor
Patrick Giblin called Freeholder
Kowalski a “tireless advocate for

Cranford,” reflected in her efforts
such as working with the Raritan Val-
ley Line Coalition on a one-seat ride
to Manhattan, tackling flood-control
issues, as well as addressing parks
and recreation and conservation and
recycling.

During the chair’s annual address,
Mr. Mirabella announced several new
initiatives the county will undertake.
Among them are expansion of the
Union County Regional Dispatch
Center, which is based out of
Westfield. The center currently
handles calls for 14 towns and two
medical centers as well as six county
and regional units.

“And usage is expected to grow,”
Mr. Mirabella said in his speech. He
also said the county will distribute 62
radios to fire departments in Clark,
Fanwood, Garwood, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Mountainside and
Plainfield.

He also said the county will partner
with Kean University and munici-
palities to get a “complete count” of
county residents, “ensuring the high-
est participation in the 2020 Census.”
High-school students will also assist
the county in the effort, he said.

Freeholder Mirabella said the
county would repurpose property on
Cushing Road in Scotch Plains, “to
serve as a working farm created and
run by students at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools.”

On the health front, he said the
county would partner with the inter-
national Prevention Access “Unde-
tectable = Untransmittable” Cam-
paign in support of efforts to eradi-
cate HIV and end HIV-related stigma,
noting that Governor Phil Murphy
also has signed New Jersey on to the
campaign.

Mr. Mirabella said the county will
start a program called “Fresh Start” to
provide mobile bathing and laundry
service for people in need. He also
said the county is in the midst of
developing a master plan for the Clark
reservoir. The county took over the
150-acre reservoir in 2008. In addi-

Man Pleads Guilty to Gun
Outside Tamaques School

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

WESTFIELD — A Delaware man
who was found to be in possession of
a handgun, numerous rounds of am-
munition, and a folding knife outside
a Westfield elementary school last
year has pleaded guilty in the case
and is now facing a five-year jail
term, acting Union County Prosecu-
tor Lyndsay V. Ruotolo announced

Monday.
Thomas J. Wilkie, 46, of Bear, Del.,

pleaded guilty Monday before Union
County State Superior Court Judge
William A. Daniel, admitting to a
single count of second-degree unlaw-
ful possession of a weapon.

At approximately 3:55 p.m. on
Thursday, June 13, 2019, Westfield
Police Department patrol officers and
detectives responded to Tamaques
Elementary School on a report from
the New Castle County Police De-
partment in Delaware that a man later
identified as Wilkie was en route to
the school and potentially armed, ac-
cording to Union County Assistant
Prosecutor Theresa Hilton, who pros-

ecuted the case.
The school was placed on lockdown

as a precautionary measure to iden-
tify potential threats. Arriving offic-
ers located Wilkie, holding a .45-
caliber handgun loaded with hollow-
point bullets, in the front seat of his
vehicle, a 2019 Mitsubishi SUV,
parked in the school’s parking lot.
Two additional loaded clips of am-
munition and a folding knife were
recovered from Wilkie’s person, while
130 additional rounds of ammunition
were located in the vehicle’s trunk.

Wilkie was taken into custody with-
out incident and lodged in the Union
County jail in Elizabeth, where he
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Speaker” by Walter Sosnosky,
Kenilworth, “Trump’s Drastic Deci-
sion to Kill Soleimani Happened In
a Vacuum” by Karen Egert, Spring-
field; Franklin School pictures; Co-

lumbia Bank Announces the Appoint-
ment of Daniel M. White to Vice
President, Consumer Banking Mar-
ket Manager.

Sports -- Blue Devils Top  Raiders
in Service Salute Mat Classic;
Rahway Swipes Victory From Cou-
gar Cagers; Blue Devil Cagers Hold
Off Plainfield; Cougars Jolt Rahway
in Wrestling Alumni Night.

Brindle Delivers State of Town;
New Council Members Sworn In
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In the year ahead,
as outlined in the State of the Town
address given by Mayor Shelley
Brindle at the governing body’s an-
nual reorganization meeting Tuesday,
Westfield is establishing key priori-
ties to revitalize the downtown. These
include addressing parking deficien-
cies with “sensible opportunities for
expansion”; providing a “broader
variety” of downtown commercial
businesses; developing new open
spaces, public meeting spaces and
cultural arts opportunities; seeking
an envisioned performing arts center
at the Rialto Theatre; a new slate of
housing stock, and a focus by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation on
“economic development.”

There will be attention given to
new parks and recreation opportuni-
ties, as well as new water fountains,
restrooms and trails in the town parks.
The town will seek to prioritize qual-
ity-of-life issues, such as continued
efforts regarding the Raritan Valley

Line one-seat ride; a “holistic” circu-
lation and traffic management plan;
plans to “strengthen” the Historic
Preservation ordinance to “protect
the historic charter of our town” and
expanding “sensible investment in
infrastructure.” Mayor Brindle said
she wants to see Westfield become
the “leader in sustainability” and the
town will expand the Green Team.
The strategic plan for parks and rec-
reation is to be unveiled next week,
she noted. Also, Westfield is celebrat-
ing the 300th anniversary of the town’s
settlement, and has raised a flag out-
side Town Hall, she announced to a
standing-room-only audience.

“In closing, let’s remind ourselves
the most important quality-of-life
issue...can only truly be solved by all
of us, and that is a commitment to
living up to the ideals of the kind of
community we want to be. One that
prioritizes compassion, acceptance,
kindness and empathy. One that cel-
ebrates and welcomes diversity. And
works through disagreements civilly
and respectfully,” Mayor Brindle said.

Council members James Boyes, rep-
resenting Ward 1; Mark Parmelee, rep-
resenting Ward 2; incumbent Mark
LoGrippo, representing Ward 3, and
Scott Katz, representing Ward 4, were
personally provided with certificates
for their elected role as council person
by Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi. Each was then sworn in as a
member of the governing body.
Westfield’s governing body will hold
a democratic majority, with Demo-
crats holding seven of the eight coun-
cil seats. Councilman LoGrippo is the
sole Republican on the governing body.

At the start and close of the meet-
ing, the Reverend William M. Will-
iams, III, of the First United Method-
ist Church of Westfield, gave the in-
vocation and benediction. As he be-
gan his prayer he told the audience
that his hope is “the spirit of love
continues to bring us together” and
that it will lead the community to
wake up each day and say, “it’s a
beautiful day in Westfield and our
neighborhood,” taking inspiration
from the film he recently saw about
Fred Rogers, he said.

Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield), Assembly Republican
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) and Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz (R-21st, Summit) each
spoke a few words to the members of
the audience. Sen. Kean, a Westfield
resident, offered his “congratulations
to the community for coming out to-
gether from both sides of the aisle to
work together for a better future.”
Asm. Bramnick added that,
“Westfield is a special place for a lot
of reasons...I am very proud to be a
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
IT’S OFFICIAL...Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, pictured far right, at the Westfield reorganization meeting Tuesday,
certifies the official winners of the Westfield Town Council election held in November. Pictured, from left to right, are: reelected
Republican Ward 3 Councilman Mark LoGrippo and new Democrat Councilmen Scott Katz, representing Ward 4, Mark
Parmelee, representing Ward 2, and James Boyes, representing Ward 1. Democrats  hold a 7-1 majority on the council.


