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RVSA Approves $1.2 Mil.-
Hike In Budget for 2020

Police Academy Graduates
47, including 21 JC Officers
SCOTCH PLAINS — Forty-

seven graduates of the John H.
Stamler Police Academy, includ-
ing 21 who have now joined the
Jersey City Police Department,
took their oaths of honor during
the commencement ceremony for
the Academy’s 121st class, held
last week at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center in Rahway.

The ceremony took place on De-
cember 23, the day after the funeral of
veteran Jersey City Police Depart-
ment Detective Joseph Seals, one of
four people shot and killed during an
ideologically motivated and bias-fu-
eled shooting that took place in the
city’s Greenville section a week ear-
lier. Both shooters also died during
the incident, the circumstances of
which are now under investigation by
the FBI’s Newark field office.

“I saw a Stamler recruit hat yester-
day, as I walked out of Detective
Seals’s funeral, and realized you were
helping with security. You took part
in one of the saddest days in recent
memory on the eve of one of the
happiest for you,” Prosecutor
Ruotolo told the recruits during her
remarks. “All of you know the very
real dangers you face, and yet you
step up to serve anyway.”

New Jersey Attorney General Gurbir
Grewal delivered the keynote address
at the commencement ceremony.

“Because you … take this oath
today, our communities will continue
to thrive. Our rights and liberties will
remain guarded and secure. And be-
cause you step up, our democracy
will endure,” Mr. Grewal said. “I want
to thank each of you, all 47 of you, for
your courage and commitment to
stand up in this particular moment. I
want to thank you for answering the
call to service.”

Mr. Grewal was introduced by Spe-
cial Assistant to the Attorney Gen-
eral, Joseph F. Walsh, who was rec-
ognized by the prosecutor’s office
with an award honoring his recent
six-month term of service to the
people of Union County.

Others making up the 121st gradu-
ating class included new members
of the Union County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and the municipal police de-
partments of Elizabeth, Hillside,
Linden, Plainfield, Scotch Plains,
Union, and Westfield, all in Union
County, as well as the municipal
police departments of East Newark
(Hudson County), South Plainfield
(Middlesex County), and Warren
Township (Somerset County).

“I am personally honored to gradu-
ate with each and every one of these
individuals, who I will forever con-
sider brothers and sisters in law en-
forcement,” said Class Spokesper-
son Lance Pecina of the Union
County Sheriff’s Office. “I know they
are truly people of the highest cali-
ber, for whom I harbor an immense
respect, and I have no doubt that
they will fulfill their duties as law
enforcement officers with the utmost
integrity and honor.”

The 21 new Jersey City Police
Department officers were among a
total of 34 introduced during a cer-
emony at City Hall the day after the
commencement, bringing the total
department complement to 976,
marking an increase of more than
200 to its ranks since 2013.

“Since we’ve expanded the number
of police officers, we have been able to
increase foot patrols where needed
most, and strengthen the relationship
between community members and of-
ficers,” Jersey City Public Safety Di-
rector James Shea said. “While we
have plenty more work to do, our
efforts are already leading us in the
right direction, resulting in historic
decreases in overall crime citywide.”

A moment of silence was recog-
nized in honor of Detective Seals
during the ceremony in Jersey City.

The John H. Stamler Police
Academy, located at 1776 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, has been
in continuous operation since
1946, during which time it has
graduated thousands of recruits
who then joined law enforcement
agencies in Union and surround-
ing counties. Today overseen by
Director Eric G. Mason, the acad-
emy operates via a unique part-
nership established in 1986,
through which members of the
Union County Police Chiefs As-
soc ia t ion ,  Union  County
Prosecutor’s Office, and other
partner agencies provide instruc-
tors, resources, and support.

Two former Union County pros-
ecutors were instrumental in estab-
lishing that partnership: John H.
Stamler and Andrew K. Ruotolo, Jr.
The building at the current location
was dedicated in 1991, and was
named in honor of Mr. Ruotolo.

Courtesy of John H. Stamler Police Academy
GRADATION DAY...Forty-seven graduates of the John H. Stamler Police Acad-
emy in Scotch Plains, including 21 who have now joined the Jersey City Police
Department, took their oaths of honor during the commencement ceremony for
the Academy’s 121st class held Decenber 23 at the Union County Performing Arts
Center in Rahway. Below, Acting Union County Prosecutor Lyndsay V. Ruotolo
makes comments to the class. and officials. Seated in front at far right is New
Jersey Attorney General Gurbir Grewal.

Animal Shelter Owner,
Employee Charged

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — The
owner and an employee of a Berkeley
Heights-based animal shelter have
been criminally charged with falsify-
ing records of more than a dozen dogs
for the purposes of concealing nega-
tive aspects of their medical histories
from prospective adopters, New Jer-
sey Attorney General Gurbir Grewal
and acting Union County Prosecutor
Lyndsay Ruotolo jointly announced
on December 27.

Toni A. Turco, 55, of Warren in
Somerset County, owner of the Home
for Good Dog Rescue Inc., in Berke-
ley Heights, has been charged with 15
counts of fourth-degree falsifying
records for the purpose of deceiving
prospective pet owners, two counts of
fourth-degree knowingly selling and/
or exposing to human contact a pet
with a contagious or infectious dis-
ease, and a single count of third-de-
gree coercion by threatening to harm
an employee’s reputation or livelihood.

Richard A. Errico, 65, of New Provi-
dence, an employee at the shelter, has
been charged with a single count of fourth-
degree false advertising for the purpose of
deceiving prospective pet owners.

“When properly managed, animal
shelters across Union County and
beyond perform a deeply valued pub-
lic service by giving previously aban-
doned or neglected pets a second
chance in life,” Prosecutor Ruotolo
said. “But what those in charge of this
shelter did amounted to nothing short
of a deliberate and flagrant violation
of the public’s trust, with conduct that
was not only unethical, but criminal.”

“New Jersey residents are entitled
to an honest accounting of an animal’s
health issues before deciding whether
to adopt it as a pet,” Attorney General
Grewal said. “Animal shelters play a
crucial role in helping abandoned
animals find a home, which is why it’s
so important that the public can trust
the information these shelters pro-
vide to consumers.”

The charges are the result of a long-
term joint investigation involving the
New Jersey Division of Consumer
Affairs and the Special Prosecutions
Unit of the Prosecutor’s Office, led by
Sergeant Vito Colacitti, into Home for
Good Dog Rescue Inc., a nonprofit
organization established in 2010.

The shelter, located at 465 Spring-
field Avenue, purports in its market-
ing materials to “rescue homeless dogs
from high-kill shelters in the south”
and provide them lifesaving care in a
South Carolina-based veterinary fa-
cility before the dogs are transported
to New Jersey for adoption.

The joint investigation revealed that
the shelter had been scrubbing nega-
tive information from some of their
dogs’ intake forms before putting them
up for adoption – more than a dozen
times, in fact, during a span of a little

more than two years, according to
Special Prosecutions Unit Supervi-
sor and Assistant Prosecutor Melissa
Spagnoli, who is prosecuting the case.

Also as a result of the joint investi-
gation, the Division of Consumer
Affairs, within the Office of the Attor-
ney General, issued a notice of viola-
tion and assessed a $2,500 civil pen-
alty against Home for Good Dog
Rescue, Inc. for failing to register
with the Division’s Charities Regis-
tration Section. The Division’s
records indicate that the organization
filed an initial charity registration in
2010, but failed to file a renewal
registration statement with the divi-
sion after 2016.

The aforementioned adopted pets
included a variety of breeds, ranging
from types of hounds to designer
breeds such as shih tzus, and were
given names such as “Summer,” “Win-
ston,” and “Dixie” before going to
unsuspecting adoptive families.

A first appearance for Turco and
Errico has been scheduled to take
place at 9 a.m. on Friday, January 3,
in the second-floor courtroom of the
Union County jail.

Third-degree criminal charges are com-
monly punishable by three to five years in
state prison, while fourth-degree crimes
can result in penalties ranging from pro-
bation to 18 months in prison.

Unless otherwise exempt, chari-
table organizations or initiatives that
raise over $10,000 a year must regis-
ter with the Division’s Charities Reg-
istration Section. Home for Good Dog
Rescue, Inc. was neither registered,
nor exempt.

“Requiring charities to register pro-
vides us with the ability to oversee
that charities are conducting business
in compliance with consumer protec-
tion laws and regulations,” said Paul
R. Rodríguez, acting director of the
Division of Consumer Affairs. “We
will not allow unregistered charities
to operate outside of the oversight
and protections New Jersey donors
expect and deserve.”

908-482-8855

Take Advantage of Us,

Promote Your Business

Display Ad Creation

Stand-Alone Inserts

Marketing Assistance

Website Banner Ads

Promotional Bulletins

Online-Only Supplements

Email Sponsorships

Contact Jeff Gruman,
Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Home Sustains Heavy
Damage in Sat. Night Fire

MOUNTAINSIDE — A Saturday
night fire caused severe fire and smoke
damage to a home in the 1100  block
of Corinne Terrace in Mountainside.

According to Mountainside Po-
lice Chief Joseph Giannuzzi, when
the firefighters arrived on the
scene at 11:04 p.m. along with
police units, the breezeway be-
tween the garage and house was
“heavily involved in fire.”

Two adult occupants had safely
evacuated the home along with their
dog, according to police.

The fire was elevated to a two-alarm
response, which brought additional fire
units from Springfield, Westfield and
Summit to the scene to assist.

Police said the fire was brought
under control within 45 minutes and
is not considered suspicious at this
time. No injuries were reported to
the homeowners or first responders.

The home’s owner, Regina
Burchala, in a Facebook posting,
thanked her “wonderful neighbors”
as well as the Mountainside fire and
police departments and rescue squad

for their efforts.
“We are alive including Winston

(the family dog), which is most im-
portant,” she said.

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The December
Meeting of the Board of Commis-
sioners of the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority (RVSA) saw prelimi-
nary approval of the Authority’s 2020
budget.

The board gave preliminary ap-
proval to a 2020 budget of
$28,771,500. This represents an in-
crease of $1,239,000 or 4.50 per cent
over 2019. Assessments are slated to
rise $762,000 to $27,052,500 or 2.90
percent. The rest of the needed in-
come is $750,000 from 2019 dis-
charge fees, $200,000 from 2020 dis-
charge fees, $215,000 from permit
fees, $275,000 from food waste
charges, and $279,000 from litiga-
tion settlement and other proceeds.
Final budget approval is anticipated
at the January meeting.

A change to the Authority’s bylaws
was given a first reading in Septem-
ber and a second reading and ap-
proval in October. The change desig-
nates meetings on the second Thurs-
day of the month as “agenda work
sessions.” This change recognizes that
often matters that were discussed at
the engineering committee meetings
normally held at that time often ex-
ceeded the purview of the engineer-
ing committee.

The breakdown of the sludge dryer,
which cost about $20,000 weekly in
added trucking costs has resulted in
RVSA increasing their contract with
Synagro/EPIC by $187,753 at
September’s meeting. The old amount
was $938,767 and the amended
amount is $1,126,520.

A second increase of $125,000
was approved at the November
meeting bringing the total con-
tract to $1,251,520. The pair of
increases exceeded the normally
allowed 20 percent maximum, but
because the changes were due to
an emergency situation, they were
permissible.

Work on repairing the sludge dryer
had continued throughout October.
An increase of $35,000 to the

Authority’s contract with All Ameri-
can Sewer was approved in October,
also a result of the sludge dryer break-
down.

Excess flow issues for the 2017–
2018 metering year for three mem-
ber municipalities, Clark, Rahway
and Springfield, were resolved at the
September meeting. The assessed
penalties, referred to as excess rental
charges, were $124,670 for Clark,
$668,950 for Rahway, and $95,510
for Springfield. As has become the
norm, the Authority has permitted
the municipalities to utilize the
amounts of their surcharges to re-
duce I&I (inflows and infiltrations),
essentially spending to make sure
only materials requiring treatment
wind up in the sanitary sewer sys-
tem.

Also in September, in an effort to
reduce volatility in user charges,
RVSA revised their user charge meth-
odology. The prior method uses two
sampling methods, grab samples and
composite samples. A formula based
on determinations of daily flow, to-
tal suspended solids (TSS), and bio-
chemical oxygen demand (BOD).
The flow is the total amount of sew-
age.

Total suspended solids measures
how much solid stuff is in the sew-
age. Biochemical Oxygen Demand
is a measure of how biologically
active a sample is. Grab sampling
might be compared to using a single
photograph to estimate traffic
though a day. A photograph taken at
3 a.m. would result in very different
conclusions than one taken at 8 a.m.
or at 2 p.m. It’s that variability that
makes use of grab samples prob-
lematic.

In their resolution, the Author-
ity says it is “difficult to obtain
representative samples for the
purpose of determining allocations
of TSS and BOD.” The new sys-
tem will eliminate use of grab
samples.

The next regular meeting of RVSA’s
board will be held on Thursday, Janu-
ary 16, 2020 at 7:05 p.m.

Courtesy of Mountainside Police Dept.
NO INJURIES IN FIRE...A Corinne Terrace home in Mountainside sustained
heavy damage in a fire that broke out just after 11 p.m. on  Saturday. The  home’s
two occupants were not  injured in the blaze.

Watson Coleman Votes
Against USMCA

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congress-
woman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
12th, Trenton) voted against the
United States-Mexico-Canada Trade
Agreement (USMCA) and issued the
following statement:

“When deciding whether to support
the USMCA, I have had two primary
considerations: its impact on workers
and its impact on the environment.
The USMCA agreement does not ad-
equately protect either.  I applaud the
Democratic negotiators for working
to improve the deeply flawed deal
presented last year by the President...
American workers have been battered
for years under NAFTA with devastat-
ing and long-lasting impact – most
notably stagnating wages and increased
outsourcing of jobs. The USMCA does
not fully address labor standards in
Mexico and inspection and enforce-
ment mechanisms are lacking, leaving
U.S.-based workers vulnerable to con-
tinued outsourcing. The USMCA also
falls short on the environmental front...

“...There finally seems to be a bi-
partisan consensus that it needs to be
replaced. Unfortunately, the Presi-
dent was simply unwilling to craft a
deal that truly supported the Ameri-
can workers he once promised to
champion. This isn’t the trade agree-
ment workers or future generations
deserve,” the Congresswoman said. Mobile Meals Partners

With Clark Acme
WESTFIELD — Mobile Meals of

Westfield has partnered with the Acme
Give Where It Counts program at the
Clark location at 1060 Raritan Road.
For the entire month of January, for
every $3 reusable bag sold, a dona-
tion of $1 will be given to Mobile
Meals of Westfield. Look for the
Mobile Meals of Westfield sign posted
on the reusable bag rack, located near
customer service.

Mobile Meals has no restrictions on
who they can serve and receives no
federal funding for its local program.
They serve seven local towns includ-
ing Clark.

The reusable bags are made from
95 percent recycled materials and
follow the strictest employment and
production standards.


