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Courtesy of Tom Sloan
BUILDING COLLAPSE...Emergency crews were on the scene of the collapse of
the vacant Paperboard building on North Avenue in Garwood. The roadway was
closed from Walnut Avenue at the Cranford line to Lincoln Avenue and Oak Street
in Garwood with traffic diverted to South Avenue.

Courtesy of Town of Westfield
WESTFIELD FIRE CHIEF...Anthony Tiller, accompanied by his sister, Sharon
Turner, is sworn in as Westfield fire chief by Mayor Shelley Brindle. He was
publicly sworn in at the July 9 town council meeting.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SNOWING IN JULY...Children enjoy a Winter Wonderland on Quimby Street
in Westfield. Sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation, the event
featured family-fun activities and crafts. It was a followup to last summer’s
Christmas In July promotion.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MORE FLOODING...Heavy rain from thunderstorms causes flooding in Cranford
at South Avenue and High Street.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ON SCHEDULE...Upgrades to Kehler Stadium in Westfield include a new
entrance gate, shown above. New turf was installed along with a new track as
part of a $2.8-million project and was completed in time for the Westfield High
School Blue Devils’ first home game.

Tiller Sworn In As Fire Chief; Nelson Family Files Suit; Paperboard
Collapses; Chief Debbie Retires; Plans Unveiled for Snuffy’s Site

JULY
Westfield

The planning board unanimously
approved three separate lots to be
merged into one lot with three sepa-
rate buildings containing 10 residen-
tial townhouses at 215 Ross Place.

Anthony Tiller was sworn in as
Westfield fire chief by Mayor Shelley
Brindle. He was publicly sworn in at
the July 9 town council meeting.

The Westfield Neighborhood
Council (WNC) celebrated its 50th
anniversary of serving the Westfield
area community. It was started by
local moms in 1967 who went to the
town for help in addressing issues
such as absentee landlords and lack
of affordable daycare, or lack of
daycare in general.

The board of education named
Brian Gechtman of Scotch Plains,
assistant principal of Roosevelt In-
termediate School (RIS), as RIS prin-
cipal effective August 1. He succeeded
Mary Asfendis, who was named prin-
cipal of Westfield High School
(WHS), also starting on August 1.
The two promotions were necessi-
tated following the passing of WHS
Principal Derrick Nelson, Ed.D., in
April, at age 44, from complications
from a procedure to donate his bone
marrow to a French teenager he had
never met.

Sheronda Braker, Principal
Nelson’s fiancée, filed a wrongful-
death suit against Hackensack Uni-
versity Medical Center as well as the
anesthesiologist, Dr. Jerry M. Baratta;
the John Theaurer Cancer Center and
10 unnamed medical staff.

Cranford
The township committee passed an

ordinance on introduction restricting
commercial plastic bag usage and
restricting plastic straws pending ap-
proval on a case-by-case basis.

Livingston Avenue School Princi-
pal Kevin Deacon was named Hill-
side Avenue School principal, replac-
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ing Curt Fogas, who announced his
retirement after 20 years of leading
the school.

Garwood
North Avenue was closed from

Walnut Avenue at the Cranford line to
Lincoln Avenue in Garwood follow-
ing the partial collapse of the vacant
Paperboard factory building at around
8:40 a.m. on July 3. There were two
workers on site at the time. The build-
ing had been scheduled for demoli-
tion the night before, but the work
was cancelled by the contractor due
to the threat of thunderstorms.

Several dozen parents were in at-
tendance at the board of education
meeting to oppose the board’s deci-
sion not to offer Lincoln School third-
grade teacher Claudia Dally tenure.

The borough council unanimously
approved the bond ordinance for a
$1.3-million ladder truck for the
borough’s volunteer fire department.

Mountainside
Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli and bor-

ough council members thanked retir-
ing Borough Administrator James
Debbie for his 48 years of service to
the community. Mr. Debbie joined
the Mountainside Police Department
in 1971 and was police chief from
1998 until his retirement in 2014,
when he became the borough admin-
istrator.

The borough council unanimously
voted to appoint Tom Atkins, of
Fanwood, as the interim borough ad-
ministrator. He had been the longtime
town manager for Scotch Plains.

It was announced that Ronald
Romak and Ruth Rees would retire.
Mr. Romak had been director of pub-
lic works for more than 12 years and
Ms. Rees has been an Engineering
and Construction Department em-
ployee for more than 34 years.

Janet Walling, the newly-appointed
superintendent of the Mountainside
school district, attended her first board
of education meeting. Superintendent

Walling attained 31 years of experi-
ence in the Atlantic Highlands El-
ementary School District prior to com-
ing to Mountainside.

Scotch Plains
A strong thunderstorm moved

through Union County one Saturday
afternoon, downing trees and power
lines and causing 7,000 Scotch Plains
residents to lose power.

After 17 years of service to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict, members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education as well
as district employees and members of
the community said their goodbyes to
retiring Superintendent Margaret
Hayes, Ed.D.

Fanwood
Members of the borough council

reported that Fan Jam, which was
held the last weekend in June, brought
in more than 5,000 participants. Fan
Jam featured various food vendors,
including multiple ethnic eateries, as
well as a three-block-long car show
and a number of local bands. The
event was sponsored by the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce.

Regional
Lyndsay Ruotolo was sworn in as

acting Union County prosecutor fol-
lowing her appointment July 11 by
New Jersey Attorney General Gurbir
S. Grewal. Her mother, Mary Ruotolo
of Westfield, served as a member of
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders from 1999 until 2004,
and her father, Andrew Ruotolo, was
Union County prosecutor from 1991
until his death in 1995.

Five candidates filed for three board
of education seats in Westfield, six
candidates sought three seats on the
Cranford board of education, and six
candidates filed for three seats on the
Garwood board. On the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, two
incumbents from Scotch Plains filed
for their seats while two Fanwood
residents, including an incumbent,
filed for the one open borough seat.
Two Mountainside incumbents filed
for reelection.

AUGUST
Westfield

After 109 years, the finials atop the
tower of the First United Methodist
Church (FUMC) were removed due
to safety concerns.

The board of health agreed to pass
a policy disallowing vaporizers, bet-
ter known as e-cigarettes, or nicotine
“pods” and “juices,” in any store
where food or gasoline is sold.

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC), the management en-
tity for the town’s Special Improve-
ment District (SID), announced that
longtime executive director Sherry
Cronin had left the organization ef-
fective July 31.

“The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) and its Executive Di-

rector Sherry Cronin have agreed to
mutually separate,” DWC Board
Chairperson Patricia Hanigan an-
nounced in a press release issued to
this newspaper.

The board of education appointed
Keith Brunson, dean of 11th-grade
students at Piscataway High School,
as the new assistant principal at
Roosevelt Intermediate School.

The 97-year-old Rialto Theatre, on
East Broad Street, closed suddenly
on August 23. Mayor Shelley Brindle
said the theater was shut as the “result
of a tenant/landlord dispute between
New Vision Theaters, LLC and Rialto
Holding Company, LLC.”

Cranford
The township committee approved,

by a 4-to-1 vote, on second reading an
ordinance amending Cranford’s or-
dinance pertaining to disposable and
single-use plastic bags. The plastic
ordinance will go into effect on July
1, 2020.

Garwood
Councilman Richard McCormack

raised a discussion at a borough coun-
cil meeting about preventative mea-
sures borough officials and employ-
ees can take to stop a recurring rat
infestation problem in the municipal-
ity.

The Westfield Regional Health
Department was granted authority to
oversee rodent infestations on bor-
ough properties with broader enforce-
ment capabilities through an ordi-
nance the borough council unani-
mously approved.

Mountainside
Borough officials announced that

Lieutenant Joseph Giannuzzi would
become the municipality’s next po-
lice chief.

The board of education approved a
new dismissal policy for students at
Beechwood Elementary School. Stu-
dents will now be dismissed out of the
building via different doors.

Scotch Plains
Joan Mast, Ed.D., was appointed

superintendent of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) Public Schools ef-
fective August 1, 2019.

The recreation commission gave
its endorsement to a request by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Soccer As-
sociation to hold an expanded, 24-
hour soccer tournament in October.

Conceptual plans for the Snuffy’s/
Pantagis property were unveiled at
the Downtown Redevelopment
Committee’s meeting, with a grocery
store, a park-and-ride for commuters
and a smaller retail building replac-
ing the big banquet facility and res-
taurant that has been a landmark for
decades. The Germany-based Lidl
supermarket chain will build a 29,000-
square-foot store on the 5.5-acre
Snuffy’s site. A park-and-ride lot will
have 51 parking spaces for bus com-
muters, and a 6,000-square-foot, re-
tail-type building.

Fanwood
The planning board unanimously

passed a resolution updating the South
Avenue Redevelopment Plan. The
redevelopment plan includes proper-
ties along South Avenue, including
the old Young’s Paint site and the old
A&P site.

Reporting on the proposed restora-
tion of the Fanwood Community
House, Michael DeBiasse of
DeBiasse & Seminara said the exist-
ing wood structure at the base of the
community building at the historic
Fanwood Train Station is deteriorat-
ing because of years of salting and
moisture that has been absorbed by
the wood.

Former Fanwood Police Chief and
Borough Councilman Anthony J.
Parenti passed away. After retiring from
the police department, he was the direc-
tor of Union County’s John H. Stamler
Police Academy and also served two
terms as a Fanwood councilman.

Regional
The Union County Freeholders in-

troduced an ordinance to purchase a
piece of land at 112 Park Drive in
Cranford adjacent to Nomahegan
Park for $530,000. The property con-
tains a vacant, dilapidated house.

SEPTEMBER
Westfield

The town council passed a resolu-
tion to recommend to the planning
board to investigate whether to desig-
nate a strip on South Avenue as a non-
condemnation redevelopment area.
The properties, owned by Westfield
Crossing LLC, Beazer East Incorpo-
rated and home to Sevell’s Auto Body
and TerraTherm.

The board of education approved
the next step for bringing full-day
kindergarten to the district. The pre-
liminary building expansion plan is
estimated to cost $11.86 million.

The planning board gave its sup-
port for a town ordinance establish-
ing electric vehicle charging stations
at different locations throughout the
town.

July 3, 2019 July 1, 2019

July 14, 2019

July 25, 2019

August 22, 2019

Community -- Calvary Holding
Registration For Early Childhood
Programs; Only Memories Remain
of Bowcraft Amusement Park.

Sports -- Blue Devils Claim 3
Champs at Roselle Park Mat Invi-

tational; Lady Spartans Jolt Cou-
gars in Basketball; Blue Devils
Reject Crusaders in Butch Kowal
Hoops; Raiders Whip Panthers,
Tigers for Cotoia Basketball
Crown.
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