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Congressional Races Starting
To Heat Up In 7th, 12th Dists.

Township Gears Up For Complete
Census Count With Town Hall Mtg.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Although the dead-
line for filing nominating petitions
for the Tuesday, June 2 Primary Elec-
tion is not until Monday, March 30,
the races in the 7th and 12th Congres-
sional Districts are well under way.

At January’s Union County Re-
publican Committee Convention,
State Senate Republican Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) was given the organiza-
tion line in the Primary to challenge
freshman Democratic Congressman
Tom Malinowski (D-7th, Somerset).
Mr. Malinowski defeated five-term
Representative Leonard Lance in the
2018 General Election. It was the
first time Democrats have held the

Congressional seat in decades. The
district currently includes Westfield,
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside,
and a small section of Scotch Plains.

Mr. Kean told GOP committee
members that the Democratic House
Majority is “screwing it up,” from
their support of “priorities” such as
the Green New Deal, which he said
will lead to increased taxes and regu-
lations, to the “impeachment process”
where the House voted to impeach
President Donald Trump along party
lines.

“I am running for Congress be-
cause I want my daughters, all of our
children and all of our grandchildren,
to have the exact same opportunities
that you and I all had growing up in
the greatest state in the nation,” he

said.
He said Mr. Malinowski spent 25

years in Washington, D.C. prior to
deciding to move back to New Jer-
sey and run for Congress in 2018.

“He tried to come up here and
bring his D.C. values here to New
Jersey,” said Mr. Kean, adding that
Mr. Malinowski votes with House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi “100 percent
of the time.” Mr. Kean also said Mr.
Malinowski voted in favor of a bill
“that would literally kill thousands
of jobs here in the 7th Congressional
District.”

“That’s how out of step he is (with
the 7th District),” Mr. Kean said.
“When you look at his voting record
and priorities, he very well could be
a cardboard cutout that could be put
in any zip code in the nation.”

He said the district “needs a Con-
gressman who understands
affordability,” noting that he (Mr.
Kean) was a leading opponent in
blocking a billion dollars “in tax
increases and new spending” pro-
posed by Governor Phil Murphy.

Mr. Kean also highlighted other
issues he supports such as fixing the
nation’s “broken health care system,”
investing in “strong borders,” fin-
ishing the Gateway tunnel project,
and restoring the State and Local
Taxes property-tax deduction, known
as SALT, which has been capped at
$10,000.

Businessman Robert Trugman of
Summit, who is challenging Mr. Kean
in the Primary, said at the conven-
tion that he entered the race last
October, “because no one was repre-
senting us in the 7th Congressional
District, standing up and fighting for
the President and our families.”

He said the “Democratic Socialist
Party’s path is downward,” arguing
that if their “promises” were to be
successful, “the pillars of our great

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township of-
ficials are planning a serious effort to
ensure that residents take part in the
coming national census, stressing the
importance of a complete count in
determining legislative representation
and the allocation of federal dollars.

To kick off the effort to achieve
what Mayor Alexander Smith hopes is
a 100-percent response rate, the

township’s Complete Count Commit-
tee is hosting a 2020 Census informa-
tion session and town hall meeting
tonight (February 20) at 7 p.m. at St.
John’s Baptist Church on Morse Av-
enue. Thomas Strowe, a member of
the committee, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that tonight’s
meeting will also be attended by Cen-
sus Bureau employees who will help
“go over the basics of the census,
cover the information that’s being
requested and also explain the impor-
tance of taking part” in the nation-
wide decennial process.

He said that congressional and state
representation “is on the line” as new
legislative districts will be drawn next

year based on the population count.
He said that on matters like the cur-
rently-limited federal tax deductions
for state and local taxes, “we’ll have
less of a voice” in Washington if New
Jersey was to lose a congressional
seat due to population changes around
the country. And many federal dollars
— for schools, roads, libraries, anti-
poverty programs — are tied at least
in part to a state’s population and
demographics. Some $675 billion in
federal dollars are expected to be
available nationwide for these pro-
grams.

Mr. Strowe, who is also the
township’s coordinator for downtown

CLERGY APPRECIATION...Knights of Columbus Msgr. Henry J. Watterson
Council No. 1711 of Westfield sponsored the 20th Annual Padres Dinner on
February 7 at the Spanish Tavern in Mountainside. Area priests from Holy
Trinity, St. Helen and Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Churches joined brother
Knights for an evening of song and dinner in appreciation for the clergy’s service
to local parishes.

Chief Addresses Public
Safety After Ped. Fatality

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Police Chief
James Wright addressed Garwood
pedestrian safety at Thursday’s coun-
cil meeting following the death last
month of a pedestrian who was fa-
tally struck on Cedar Street. The
investigation remains open, as au-
thorities are investigating cell-phone
records for distracted driving and
other factors, stated Chief Wright.

Nedra Clark, 65, of Garwood died
from injuries sustained after being
struck in the crosswalk January 30 at
the intersection of Second Avenue
and Cedar Street in Garwood, police
reported. The driver, a 23-year-old
man, called 911 and remained on
scene. He has cooperated fully with
the ongoing investigation, police
said.

The man, who was operating a
Dodge Charger heading westbound
on Second Avenue, stopped at the
stop sign at the intersection of Cedar
Street to make a left-hand turn. Upon
proceeding into the intersection the
vehicle struck Ms. Clark, who was
crossing Cedar Street west to east in
a marked crosswalk. Ms. Clark was
treated at the scene and transported
by the Garwood First Aid Squad to
University Hospital in Newark,
where she died.

Chief Wright said, at Thursday’s
meeting, that based on preliminary
findings, neither excessive vehicu-
lar speed nor alcohol were contrib-
uting factors in the accident.

“The Garwood Police
Department’s commitment to im-
proving traffic safety is founded on
the ‘three e’s’ of traffic safety —
engineering, enforcement and edu-
cation,” Chief Wright said.

The police department has placed
fixed radar signs along high-volume
roads, stated Chief Wright. He said

ists’ traffic speed.
“We check the information gained

from these signs regularly. With cer-
tainty they are an effective and effi-
cient method at reducing speed viola-
tors,” Chief Wright said.

Over the last three years, the depart-
ment has implemented “traffic-calm-
ing” solutions, including LED STOP
signs and rumble strips at the Pine
Avenue and East Street and at the
Spruce Avenue and West Street inter-
sections, the chief said.

“The rumble strips have been effec-
tive at reducing collision, as they pro-
vide drivers with improved warning
times,” Chief Wright said.

In addition, Chief Wright said
rumble strips added on East Street and
Center Street shoulder lines are meant
to calm traffic by narrowing the roads.
He added that the “perceived narrower
road” naturally slows traffic. Similar
traffic-calming measures will be imple-
mented on Second Avenue, Walnut
Street and Fourth Avenue, he said.

The police department is preparing
to apply for a Department of Transpor-
tation grant to study and make recom-
mendations to improve pedestrian and
cyclist safety along the central com-
muter corridor of Center Street and
Walnut Street.

Resident Gail Cheety proposed a
four-way “blinking” stop sign be in-
stalled at the intersection. Ms. Cheety
said vehicles are not incentivized to
stop at the intersection, which blinds
drivers to pedestrians and even other
vehicles.

“I know it’s a very bad corner. We
have the senior housing. Maybe a four-
way stop or blinking light (could be
installed),” Ms. Cheety said.

Ms. Cheety said she was looking out
her window the day Ms. Clark was
struck.

Resident Bruce Paterson said Cedar
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

No Timetable Given On
When Suit Will Conclude

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Paul
Mirabelli said on Tuesday that he has
no timetable for a conclusion to a
lawsuit filed against the police de-
partment two years ago by five police
officers and a dispatcher.

The lawsuit against the police de-
partment alleges that a hostile work
environment was caused by the ac-
tions of officers Andrew Huber and
Thomas Murphy. The lawsuit was
filed by Christopher Feighner, Rich-
ard Latargia, Thomas Norton, Jeffrey
Stinner and James Urban, as well as a
part-time employee, Amy Colineri.

The lawsuit led to the retirements
of police chief Allan Attanasio and
detective Andrew Huber.

Near the end of the borough
council’s regular meeting, the mayor
—responding to a resident’s query
after the governing body passed a
resolution allocating additional legal
funds to fight the lawsuit — said he

could not provide details about the
lawsuit’s progress or when it would
be concluded. “But it will end,” he
promised.

Borough Attorney John Post has
advised the mayor and council mem-
bers not to speak or offer comments
publicly about the lawsuit.

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance slightly raising
the membership fees at the commu-
nity pool, approved another that will
appropriate $322,000 for the resur-
facing of Long Meadow and
Beechwood Court and passed a third
that will digitize the borough code.

Three other ordinances also were
introduced on Tuesday, with public
hearings set for next month. The $1-
million capital bond ordinance will
fund a variety of bank stabilization
efforts, sanitary and storm sewer up-
grades, road resurfacing projects and
an upgrade to the heating and air-
conditioning system at the municipal
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-FanwoodTimes
EASY DOES IT....A father helps his daughter on one of the inflatable activities at
the Westfield Area Y’s Presidents’ Day Holiday Jump on Monday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-FanwoodTimes
PRESIDENTS’ DAY FUN...Kids enjoy the Bouncy House and other inflatable
activities at the Westfield Area Y’s Presidents’ Day Holiday Jump.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
INDUCTED INTO HALL...Union County Freeholder Chairman Alexander Mirabella of Fanwood, second from right in back,
Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford, third from left, Freeholder Angela Garretson, second from right, Freeholder
Rebecca Williams, fourth from left, and Freeholder Chris Hudak, right, joined New York Mets Greats Mookie Wilson, center,
and Dwight “Doc” Gooden, left, and Union County Baseball Association President Jim Iozzi, second from left, in congratulating
the new inductees of the Union County Baseball Hall of Fame at the organization’s 84th annual Hot Stove League Dinner in Clark.
The Union County Baseball Association also honored student athletes players and coaches from the Elmora Youth League and
Karen Pedersen (not pictured), formerly of Berkeley Heights and Scotch Plains, the longtime secretary of the Association.


