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GRANDPARENTS DAY...Bayla Funk is pictured with her grandmother during
Grandparent/Special Persons Daym held January 31 at Lincoln School in Westfield.
At three different points in the day the gym was brimming with various guests who
were all there at the behest of someone small in their lives.

Assistant Prosecutors Seek
Settlement of Contract

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Assistant Prosecutors Association
(APA) came before the Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders last Thursday as they
seek a new contract. The union’s pre-
vious contract expired December 31,
2017.

Juan Fernandez, representing the
collective bargaining unit, told the
freeholders that the group had reached
a preliminary settlement for a new
contract but now has been told there
is not sufficient revenues available
for the deal reached.

“We were advised during our ne-
gotiations that our contract was al-
ways dependent upon the prosecutor’s
overall budget and the dollars that are
allocated to that budget were associ-
ated with the assistant prosecutors’
contract,” Mr. Fernandez said. “All
the parties negotiating the contract
were aware of that.”

He said the union reached a “pre-
liminary understanding regarding a
financial package” that would give
assistant prosecutors a 2-percent raise
for a new three-year agreement with
adjustment for stipends. He said as-
sistant prosecutors receive stipends
for being on-call on evenings and
weekends when law enforcement
cases occur.

Mr. Fernandez said several recent
promotions in the prosecutor’s office
may have impacted the assistant pros-
ecutors’ contract. He said data they
have received shows promotions for
three individuals in the prosecutor’s
office totaled $90,000 per year.

“That would have covered a large
amount of the 2-percent increase we
were seeking for 62 members of the
Assistant Prosecutors Association,”
he said, noting that the 2-percent raise
would cost the county $130,000.

He said one employee in the

prosecutor’s office received two raises
and a promotion, “increasing this
person’s salary by $58,281.”

Mr. Fernandez said further
prosecutor’s office promotions should
be “examined carefully knowing that
the assistant prosecutors have not re-
ceived an increase since their con-
tract expired in 2017.”

Union County spokesman
Sebastian Delia said the county does
not comment during ongoing con-
tract negotiations.

According to the 2019 county bud-
get, last year’s total salaries and wages
for the prosecutor’s office was $23.37
million.

“While we cannot discuss open
negotiations...[Acting Prosecutor
Lyndsay] Ruotolo was an assistant
prosecutor here for nearly five years”
and “knows firsthand how hard” her
assistant prosecutors work, “supports
them, and continues to be willing to
work with the APA and the county to
see the APA members fairly compen-
sated,” according to the prosecutor’s
office.

“She is, however, hamstrung by the
law and the contracts finalized by the
former first assistant (prosecutor)
without any regard for the law signed
in 2016 imposing a hard cap,” ac-
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WESTFIELD 300...Bob Lewis, at Tuesday’s town council meeting,  presents a
woodcut plaque representation of the Westfield 300 logo created by Jennifer
Wilner  to Mayor Shelley Brindle. The logo is in celebration of Westfield’s 300 year
anniversary. Mr. Lewis, a crossing guard at Washington School since the mid-90s
and a crossing guard in town for 26 years, has had a hobby in wood working since
he was 15, he told The Westfield Leader.

Sewer Fee to Increase; Parks
Plan Moves to Planning Board

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Taxpayers will see
an increase of $30 in their sewer tax
bill this year. In a contentious vote
Tuesday, the mayor and town council
voted to increase the fee from $165 to
$195, with Republican Councilman
Mark LoGrippo casting the sole dis-
senting vote.

“The number-one concern I hear
from my constituents is affordability,”
Mr. LoGrippo wrote on his council-
man Facebook page. He asked the

council to table the vote for the finance
committee to further review it, but
quickly drew comments from the
mayor and finance committee mem-
bers, who ultimately said Mr. LoGrippo
should just cast his vote and the fi-
nance committee has already discussed
it. Mr. LoGrippo said the move was a
“done deal” when a resolution had
been drafted and presented at the fi-
nance committee meeting, something
he said he had not seen in the eight
years he served as councilman.

“An 18-percent increase is quite

significant to most taxpayers,” Mr.
LoGrippo said in response to the
mayor’s statement that in three years
the town saw an increase of $750,000
in its Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) billing.

The town saw an increase of
$210,000 in its sewer bill from the
RVSA this year, Town Administrator
Jim Gildea said.

The fees for use of the Memorial
Pool also were passed. Resident fees
for 2020 are: family (five or more),
$520; family (four or less), $420;
individual, $195, and senior, $90, as
well as other categories.

Three ordinances were passed. The
council approved establishing an Ac-
cess and Inclusivity Council. The town
council approved expanding the board
of the District Management Corpora-
tion, also called the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, the manage-
ment entity of the special improve-
ment district (SID). The board will be
amended to have 11 members made
up of one town council member; three
owners of real estate in the SID; three
business operators in the SID, but
who do not own property in the SID;
four residents who are not property or
business owners in the SID; and the
town administrator and mayor or their
designees as ex-officio members. The
board’s residents, business and prop-
erty owner members are to represent
both the north and south side of town,
the mayor noted. The mayor and coun-
cil also approved the sale of a portion
of town property at 320 Virginia Street
to a property owner that abuts that
town parcel.

The council additionally voted to
approve a resolution to refer the Parks
and Strategic Plan to the planning
board for consideration. Pat
Hoagland, of Brandstetter Carroll
Inc., the company hired to provide a
study and recommendations for the
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WAITING AROUND...A tractor trailer strike near Plainfield caused the Raritan
Valley Line to be shut down in both directions during the Tuesday morning rush
hour on Tuesday. Rail commuters at the Cranford Station line up in a long line for
the bus to New York City.

Cranford Comm. Estimates
Capital Budget at $4.8 Mil.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee has not finalized the 2020 capi-
tal budget, but discussed several capi-
tal expenditure requests from various
departments at Monday’s workshop
agenda meeting. Mayor Patrick Giblin
said the committee received an esti-
mated $5.8 million in requests, while
a capital budget in the estimated $4.8
million range will “likely” be ap-
proved.

Of the estimated $4.8 million,
“roughly” $3.5 million will be spent
on infrastructure and paving projects,
stated Mayor Giblin. Proposed capi-
tal expenditures include school-zone
and pedestrian signs ($150,000),
renovation of the Community Center
gym floor, and drainage improvement
projects including Elm Street as well
as other streets along the Rahway
River.

In other business, newly-appointed
Cranford Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Gina Tipton and

Chamber President Andis Kalnins said
the 75-year-old chamber has just fin-
ished an internal reorganization. Ms.
Tipton will replace Dottie Baniewicz,
chamber executive director, who is
retiring. As part of its revitalization,
the chamber has added new execu-
tive board members, Mr. Kalnins said.

“We are looking to do the down-
town street fair this summer. The street
fair has always been favored by resi-
dents and is something the chamber
has traditionally hosted,” Mr. Kalnins
said.

He said the chamber is planning
events and membership “pushes” to
increase local business participation.

“For years, most of our members
have been Cranford’s businesses,” Mr.
Kalnins said.

The street fair would allow busi-
ness owners to purchase a table in
front of their store to service consum-
ers street side, he said.

Traditionally, each business can
purchase a table at the street fair for

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WE VOTE...Many of the women in the audience, at Tuesday’s town council meeting, along with the Town of Westfield
councilwomen and mayor wore white to commemorate the 100th anniversary of New Jersey’s ratification of the 19th
amendment giving women the right to vote. "I’m so glad to have the opportunity to honor the suffragettes who led the way
for us," Mayor Shelley Brindle stated.

Committee Asks Bd. to Look At
North Ave. ‘Redevelopment’

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – With a 4-to-1 vote,
the township committee on Tuesday
night approved a resolution request-
ing that the planning board evaluate
certain properties on North Avenue,
to determine if the properties should
be designated as a “condemnation
area in need of redevelopment.” Con-

demnation occurs when the state, lo-
cal or federal government seizes prop-
erty and compensates the owner. The
power enabling government to do so
is more commonly referred to as emi-
nent domain.

Mayor Patrick Giblin said the deci-
sion has been discussed with business
owners before the decision was made.

“The business owners are fine with
the agreement which has been made,”
Mayor Giblin told The Westfield
Leader.

The properties in the North Avenue
study area include 7 Springfield Av-

enue, where the Cranford Fire De-
partment is located; 1 Springfield
Avenue, where the Cranford Pet Vet
is operating; 45 North Avenue East,
where a gas station and auto garage is
operating; 39-43 North Avenue East,
where Hunan Wok, Ramen House,
Island Tans and apartments above are
located, and 27 North Avenue East,
where a vacant, township-owned
building is located, commonly re-
ferred to as the MDTV building.

Mayor Giblin said the conversa-
tion “on the process” not only in-
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SPECIAL DAY AT LINCOLN SCHOOL...Luca Saini shows his school work to
his grandparents on Grandparent/Special Persons Day held on January 31for
kindergarten and preschool students at Lincoln School of Westfield .

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
WOMEN’S HEALTH...Arlene Nelson gets a massage from Lisa Mercurio of
Center for Natural Healing of Garwood during The Chelsea at Fanwood’s annual
Women's Health event last Thursday benefitting the Fanwood Rescue Squad. The
event coincides with the annual Go Red for Women's Health campaign, an
American Heart Association effort to bring awareness to women's heart health
because heart disease is the number one killer of women.

cording to the prosecutor’s office.
According to the prosecutor’s of-

fice, “Upon taking office, Ruotolo
utilized a 2019 retirement to recreate
the deputy first assistant position, al-
beit at less than what it had been
previously funded.” That position had
been eliminated by a previous acting
prosecutor to give out bonuses to
staff, including the former first assis-
tant prosecutor and front office staff,
the prosecutor’s office said.

These individuals were promoted
from assistant prosecutors to the fol-
lowing exclusionary positions at the
following salaries: Deputy First As-
sistant, $155,000, compared to
$164,000 under Acting Prosecutor
Grace Park; Investigative Supervi-
sor, $160,000, compared to $169,537
under Acting Prosecutor Michael
Monahan; trial team supervisor,
$132,000, compared to $165,173
under Mr. Monahan.

The prosecutor’s office also has six
collective bargaining units which in-
clude four employee unions, accord-
ing to the prosecutor’s office.

“The Prosecutor’s Office’s budget,
since January 1, 2017, is subject to a
hard cap of 2 percent above the prior
year’s overall budget. The prior year’s
budget cannot be adjusted retroac-
tively despite the fact that retroactive
payments are made once contracts
are settled. This is the first year that
the Prosecutor’s Office is subject to
the new law and in a position to
finalize contracts as the bargaining
units have been out of contract since
January 1, 2018 for all but IBEW
(Local 1158), which was out of con-
tract as of January 1, 2019,” accord-
ing to the prosecutor’s office.

“The finalization of three out of
five bargaining units for increases in
excess of the 2-percent cap (a state
requirement) left no available funds
to resolve the remaining two (bar-
gaining units) and stay under cap.
Even with Ruotolo making over
$500,000 in reductions to the overall
budget through the elimination of nec-
essary positions, the tightening of op-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Assistant Prosecutors
erational expenditures, and the re-
ductions of salaries associated with
available vacancies, there are insuffi-
cient funds to settle additional con-
tracts, stay within cap, and avoid lay-
offs,” according to the prosecutor’s
office.

The office also said all assistant
prosecutors “continued to receive
annual increases” of between $1,000
and $3,000 in 2018 and 2019, with
$159,250 given in discretionary
raises to assistant prosecutors in
2018 by the then acting prosecutor.
Thirty assistant prosecutors make
over $100,000 a year, 35 are under
$100,000, “and thus already re-
ceived an annual increase of $3,000
a year, which exceeds the 2-percent
cap.”

In other business, the freeholders
approved a nearly 10-year shared-
services agreement to provide health
services to the Berkeley Heights
Board of Health through the Union
County Office of Health Manage-
ment.

Public Safety Director Andrew
Moran said the county’s health of-
ficer, Annie McNair, will serve as
Berkeley Heights’ health officer. He
said the agreement will save Berke-
ley Heights $18,000 a year.

“This is something we are very
excited about in public safety. It’s the
first time our health department is
signing a contract for local health
services,” Mr. Moran said.

He said the county’s department
has four certified staff members who
can do health inspections in areas
such as swimming pools, restaurants
and catering facilities. Mr. Moran said
Berkeley Heights’ administrative staff
will handle issuing of permits, but the
county will handle health inspections.
He said the county’s nurse will do the
required inspections of school inocu-
lation documents of students as re-
quired by state law.

“I think it’s a great logical exten-
sion, especially with the inspections
we are having in our own parks,”
Freeholder Chris Hudak said.

Courtesy of Russell Gurland
BIRD WATCHING...Birds have begun to come back north for the upcoming
spring. They include a Red-Bellied Woodpecker, pictured above, and  the Ameri-
can Robin, below. The photographer, Russell Gurland, a sophomore at Westfield
High School, shared his photographs capturing these birds.

Robbie Beth Drossner MD Office News
SCOTCH PLAINS — The general

and cosmetic dermatology practice
of Doctor Robbie Beth Drossner is
pleased to announce that we are in
“full patient operation” again, treating
our loyal and devoted patients as
well as accepting new patients of all
ages.

Doctor Drossner seeks to provide
the highest quality individualized care
for every patient and participates with
both Medicare and most Blue Cross/
Shield Insurance Plans.

Our office specializes in the
treatment of nodular acne.  This
condition can be very painful and
embarrassing affecting a person
physically and psychologically, and
can result in permanent scars if left
untreated.  Fortunately, Isotretinoin
is an oral capsule prescribed to
patients ages 12 years and older, for
a period of approximately 5-6 months,

typically as a one-time therapy, which
can cure this condition in 80% of all
patients treated.

We also carry a complete line of
award winning skin care products
and anti-aging regimens.  Long lasting
dermal fillers, botox injections,
chemical peels and facials are also
available.

Please visit us at 2350 South
Avenue in Scotch Plains and contact
us for more information or to make
an appointment at 908-232-6668.
And be sure to look for our
informative dermatology articles and
special monthly offerings on our
website at
www.robbiebethdrossnermd.com

WE LOOK FORWARD TO
HEARING FROM YOU!
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Cell Tower Testimony
Continues in Cranford

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A hearing on
Verizon Wireless’ application to erect
a cell tower at the Cranford campus of
Union County College (UCC) con-
tinued at Monday’s board of adjust-
ment meeting, with questions raised
by Robert Simon, attorney for Union
County Residents United, regarding
a denied cell tower application in
Hillsborough. Mark Tinder, a real
estate appraiser who testified at the
previous Cranford meeting, also tes-
tified in the Hillsborough applica-
tion.

Similar to his testimony in Cran-
ford, Mr. Tinder had testified that
there should be no negative effects on
the market value of homes in
Hillsborough. In response to a ques-
tion from Mr. Simon, Mr. Tinder said
he is aware that other real estate ap-
praisers disagree with his findings.
Mr. Simon asked Mr. Tinder if he was
aware that other real estate appraisers
claim a negative impact from 10 per-
cent up to 20 percent. Mr. Tinder
acknowledged that appraisers do dis-
agree on these matters. According to
an article on mycentraljersey.com, one
of the reasons for the Hillsborough
application denial was the conclu-
sion that the “visual impact from a
cell tower would decrease home value
by 10 to 12 percent.”

Julie Exarhakos, a Cranford resi-
dent, questioned Mr. Tinder as to his
methods of finding homes for his
studies. Mr. Tinder said he searches
for homes that sell for similar prices
and then checks to see if the homes
are similar in size and style.

“Why don’t you look at sales in
terms of similar home size and then
see the price?” Ms. Exarhakos asked.
Ms. Exarhakos said she found an-
other Springfield home similar to the
“subject house” (the home closest to
the cell tower) in size, style and ameni-
ties, but was not near the cell tower,
that sold for almost $200,000 more
than the subject house.

Eric Gentile, a site acquisition spe-
cialist, also testified at the meeting.
After being retained in 2016 by AT&T,
Mr. Gentile contacted 11 properties
in the area that had been previously
contacted by another site acquisition
firm. AT&T began its search for a cell
tower site in 2003.

Sometimes, Mr. Gentile said, he is
tasked to find buildings approximately
80 to 120 feet high. He said that these
buildings can host a foot antenna,
which carriers can use to fill gaps.
However, for this site he was told to
find land space for a monopole.

Previous landowners contacted,
including Dreyer Farms, Echo Lake
Country Club, the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church and Fairview Cem-
etery, said they were still not inter-
ested in leasing land for a monopole.
The exception was UCC. After UCC
expressed an interest, Mr. Gentile said
he stopped his search. On January 31,
2020, at the request of Greg Meese,
attorney for the applicants, Mr. Gen-
tile sent certified letters to the land-
owners again to see if there was inter-
est. As of the February 10 meeting, no
other landowner expressed interest.

Theodore Exarhakos, a Cranford
resident and member of the Holy Trin-
ity Greek Orthodox Church’s Parish
Council, said he was unaware of any
attempts to reach the church for this
application and gave his contact in-
formation to Mr. Gentile and Mr.
Meese.

Board members, residents and Mr.
Simon asked Mr. Gentile if he ever
discusses the financial component to
having a monopole built on their land.
Mr. Gentile said it is not an industry
standard practice to discuss such
matters until a landowner expresses
interest. “My job,” said Mr. Gentile,
“is to find an interested landowner.”

The cell tower hearing will con-
tinue on Monday, February 24, and at
a special meeting on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 26. The public portion of the
meetings begin at 7:45 p.m. in the
Cranford Municipal Building. CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Council
town’s parks, gave a summary. After
the report, residents voiced concerns
about making changes to Brightwood
Park, including concerns regarding
the addition of mountain biking trails
and other changes that they believe
would disturb the natural elements of
the park. Mountain biking club mem-
bers and enthusiasts disagreed that
the trails would disturb the natural
element of the park and said they
would tend to the trails.

Board of Education members
Peggy Oster and Brendan Galligan
each spoke separately about their
concern that not one board member
was included on the committee that
was involved with the parks plan,
given that one of the primary recom-
mendations is to turf the field at Edison
Intermediate School (EIS). The turf
field proposed would include two full-
size soccer fields and a softball field,
and would be lighted and contain
restrooms and a concession stand,
according to the recommended plan
Mr. Hoagland presented for that
space. While Dana Sullivan, business
administrator for the board of educa-
tion, was on the parks plan commit-
tee, Mr. Galligan noted that she was
told she could not speak of what was
said in the committee meetings, so
board members first heard of EIS
being a priority, which means being
completed within two years, at the
same time the study was released to
the public.

Mr. Galligan and Ms. Oster had
each noted that the town’s population

is expected to rise, which could equate
to more students, and mean expan-
sion of the schools. Mr. Galligan said
the plan notes that the population is
expected to increase by 20 percent in
the next 10 to 20 years, and if a law is
passed where New Jersey schools are
obligated to provide preschool, then
the capacity of the schools is at an
even greater risk of needing to be
expanded, and could mean the turf
would be ripped up.

He asked the governing body to
table the section of the parks plan that
includes school fields until the board
of education and the town can meet
and discuss the matter. He said the
board has already studied and as-
sessed school district fields and could
share those results with the town. The
mayor and council ultimately voted
to pass the resolution without tabling
any portions.

$150, while chamber members, who
also could be the same business, would
pay around $75, Mr. Kalnins said.

Deputy Mayor Kathleen Miller
Prunty said Cranford businesses,
whether a chamber member or not,
should pay the same table rate.

“I have a hard time charging Cran-
ford business owners to maintain a
table in front of their store, especially
considering the amount they already
pay in rent to have a store in the
downtown,” Ms. Prunty said.

She said Westfield mandated a simi-
lar statute for downtown businesses
to ease participation costs in town
events. Ms. Prunty serves as the in-
terim executive director of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation, the man-
agement entity of Westfield’s special
improvement district.

“The chamber would be open to
something similar,” Mr. Kalnins said.

This year’s Memorial Day Parade
will include sponsors whose banners

will remain raised above the walking
route throughout the year, said Don
Sweeney, a founding member of the
Cranford 86 Project, representing 86
men who have been given bronze
plaques at Memorial Park recogniz-
ing them as Hometown Heroes. Mr.
Sweeney said in previous years the
banners would be up specifically for
the parade.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Capital Budget

Paul Peyton for The Westfield Leader
NEW CONTRACT?...The Union County Assistant Prosecutors Association (APA),
pictured seated, came before the Board of Chosen Freeholders last Thursday as
they seek a new contract. The union’s previous contract expired December 31,
2017.

cluded the directly discussed prop-
erty lots, but surrounding property
owners who can be impacted by the
decision. He said the township com-
mittee will remain transparent
throughout the process.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.
voted against the ordinance, stating
that there is a “better way” Cranford
can meet affordable-housing obliga-
tions versus using condemnation.
Commissioner Hannen stated that
condemnation benefits developers
who “see just a plot of land.”

He said the developers do not un-
derstand “sweat equity,” time busi-
ness owners devote to their business
before they open for business and
after closing and throughout the day
to deliver a product.

“I understand we (Cranford) have
affordable-housing needs which has
limited our options,” Commissioner
Hannen said.

Mr. Hannen said that designating
the ordinance’s proposed lots allows
the township to address upkeep con-
cerns regarding property along one of
Cranford’s entrances while address-
ing fair-share housing obligations.
However, a redevelopment similar to
the “river front” buildings worked
significantly well for both the com-
munity and individual stakeholders
without “using condemnation,” he
added.

“It is a last resort. The town, in and
of itself, is not looking to come and
just take someone’s business,” Com-
missioner Jean-Albert Maisonneuve
said.

Commissioner Maisonneuve said
the ordinance is not only a “progres-
sive” response to affordable-housing
obligations, but signifies the town-
ship working with “businesses in the
area.”

“We need to be careful with the use
of the word (condemnation.) It’s like
we’re going to come to your business
tomorrow and start ripping people
out. That’s not the point of it (the
ordinance),” Commissioner
Maisonneuve said.

He said “the point is” to work with
the developers, business owners, and
what is best for the community.

“What we do up here and the deci-
sions we make is for the best of every-
one in this community,” Mr.
Maisonneuve said.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
said she would “reluctantly” vote yes
on the ordinance. She said that al-
though she was uncomfortable with

the ordinance’s “eminent domain”
portion, Cranford must meet the af-
fordable-housing obligations estab-
lished by fair share housing.

In other business, Mayor Giblin
honored Cranford resident Dottie
Baniewicz with a proclamation upon
her retirement after serving the Cran-
ford business community for two de-
cades. The mayor said that during
Ms. Baniewicz’s tenure the Cranford
Chamber of Commerce rose to be
“one of the most respected” in Union
County.

Since 2005, Ms. Baniewicz served
as the Chamber’s director, stated
Mayor Giblin. Ms. Baniewicz was
named the chamber’s executive di-
rector in 2014.

“The amount of care she has given
to town hall, businesses, and the com-
munity at-large is unrivaled. It will
never be done again,” said former
Chamber president Kurt Petschow,
Jr. in describing Ms. Baniewicz’s
contributions.

In addition, Ms. Baniewicz volun-
teered tirelessly in assisting Cranford
Family Care for 15 years, coordinat-
ing successful fundraiser nights such
as Ladies Night Out, and the “town-
wide garage sale,” Mayor Giblin said.

Mayor Giblin cited “her tremen-
dous contributions to providing the
Cranford community with lively, in-
teresting and fun events such as Break-
fast with Santa, trolley rides, the down-
town tree lighting, street fairs, and
Cruiser Nights.”

Mr. Petschow said Ms. Baniewicz
is “one of the true unspoken heroes in
Cranford.

“It’s just what she does. Words and
thank you’s are not enough, but that’s
all I can say. Thank you,” Mr.
Petschow said.

Ms. Baniewicz said the Cranford
Police Department, Fire Department
and Department of Public Works
helped with the success of charity
events in Cranford.

“Without the people in this build-
ing (Town Hall), none of this would
be possible. They never told me no,”
Ms. Baniewicz said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Seeks to Redevelop
Part of North Avenue
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LONGTIME RESCUE SQUAD MEMBER...Dan Sullivan, right, president of the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, was given a Length of Service Award for his 50 years
with the volunteer squad. At left, is Carolyn Sorge, squad chief. The award was
given out at the squad’s installation dinner last month.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
BLOOD PRESSURE CHECK...Fanwood Rescue Squad EMT Nancy Mustachio
checks a guest’s blood pressure during The Chelsea at Fanwood’s annual Women's
Health event held last Thursday benefiting the Fanwood Rescue Squad. The event
coincides with the annual Go Red for Women's Health campaign, an American
Heart Association effort to bring awareness to women's heart health because heart
disease is the number-one killer of women.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
LEARNING CPR...A CPR demonstration is featured as part of a women’s heart health awareness event hosted by the JCC
in Scotch Plains on Saturday. The event coincided with the national Go Red Campaign originated by the American Heart
Association. The event also featured healthy snacks, blood pressure checks, guest speakers on the subject of women’s heart
health and regional vendors.
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Scotch Plains Zoning Board
Approves Four-Car Garage

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zon-
ing board of adjustment approved
an application by a Raritan Road
homeowner to build a four-car ga-
rage at the rear of his property. But
the board said construction could
not commence until several large
storage containers were first re-

moved from the resident’s back-
yard.

In December, the board rejected
an application by Archana Parmar
and Chandra Sarkar of 1630 Raritan
Road to build a 3,600-square-foot
eight-car detached garage on their
property, saying it was too large a
structure and not a good fit with the
neighborhood. Mr. Sarkar, a self-
described “auto enthusiast,” said he
wanted a place to store his collec-
tion of autos as well as various auto
parts. Last April, the board had given
him ex post facto permission to keep
10 large storage containers on the

property for a one-year period to
store the automobiles and car parts.

The scaled-down proposal pre-
sented at the board’s February 6
meeting showed a garage measur-
ing 1,800 square feet in size and
housing only four cars. Mr. Sarkar’s
attorney, Robert Wianecki, who de-
scribed his client as an “auto enthu-
siast,” said the garage would be
used only to store the cars and some
parts. There will be no lifts or com-
pressors that could be used to main-
tain and service the cars and the
garage will have no running water.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
HEART SMART...Debi Price, JCC’s wellness director, is pictured at the goody bag
table at Saturday’s women's heart health awareness event, which coincided with the
national Go Red Campaign originated by the American Heart Association.
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County Assistant Prosecutors
Seek Settlement of Contract

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Assistant Prosecutors Association
(APA) came before the Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders last Thursday as they
seek a new contract. The union’s pre-
vious contract expired December 31,
2017.

Juan Fernandez, representing the
collective bargaining unit, told the free-
holders that the group had reached a
preliminary settlement for a new con-
tract but now has been told there is not
sufficient revenues available for the
deal reached.

“We were advised during our nego-
tiations that our contract was always
dependent upon the prosecutor’s over-

all budget and the dollars that are
allocated to that budget were associ-
ated with the assistant prosecutors’
contract,” Mr. Fernandez said. “All
the parties negotiating the contract
were aware of that.”

He said the union reached a “pre-
liminary understanding regarding a
financial package” that would give
assistant prosecutors a 2-percent raise
for a new three-year agreement with
adjustment for stipends. He said assis-
tant prosecutors receive stipends for
being on-call on evenings and week-
ends when law enforcement cases oc-
cur.

Mr. Fernandez said several recent
promotions in the prosecutor’s office
may have impacted the assistant pros-

ecutors’ contract. He said data they
have received shows promotions for
three individuals in the prosecutor’s
office totaled $90,000 per year.

“That would have covered a large
amount of the 2-percent increase we
were seeking for 62 members of the
Assistant Prosecutors Association,” he
said, noting that the 2-percent raise
would cost the county $130,000.

He said one employee in the
prosecutor’s office received two raises
and a promotion, “increasing this
person’s salary by $58,281.”

Mr. Fernandez said further
prosecutor’s office promotions should
be “examined carefully knowing that
the assistant prosecutors have not re-
ceived an increase since their contract
expired in 2017.”

Union County spokesman Sebastian
Delia said the county does not com-
ment during ongoing contract negotia-
tions.

According to the 2019 county bud-
get, last year’s total salaries and wages
for the prosecutor’s office was $23.37
million.

“While we cannot discuss open
negotiations...[Acting Prosecutor
Lyndsay] Ruotolo was an assistant
prosecutor here for nearly five years”
and “knows firsthand how hard” her
assistant prosecutors work, “supports
them, and continues to be willing to
work with the APA and the county to
see the APA members fairly compen-
sated,” according to the prosecutor’s
office.

“She is, however, hamstrung by the
law and the contracts finalized by the
former first assistant (prosecutor) with-
out any regard for the law signed in
2016 imposing a hard cap,” according
to the prosecutor’s office.

According to the prosecutor’s of-
fice, “Upon taking office, Ruotolo uti-
lized a 2019 retirement to recreate the
deputy first assistant position, albeit at
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Westfield Sewer Fee to
Increase; Parks Plan OK’d

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Taxpayers will see
an increase of $30 in their sewer tax
bill this year. In a contentious vote
Tuesday, the mayor and town council
voted to increase the fee from $165 to
$195, with Republican Councilman
Mark LoGrippo casting the sole dis-
senting vote.

“The number-one concern I hear
from my constituents is affordability,”
Mr. LoGrippo wrote on his council-
man Facebook page. He asked the
council to table the vote for the fi-
nance committee to further review it,
but quickly drew comments from the
mayor and finance committee mem-
bers, who ultimately said Mr.
LoGrippo should just cast his vote
and the finance committee has al-
ready discussed it. Mr. LoGrippo said
the move was a “done deal” when a
resolution had been drafted and pre-
sented at the finance committee meet-
ing, something he said he had not
seen in the eight years he served as
councilman.

“An 18-percent increase is quite
significant to most taxpayers,” Mr.
LoGrippo said in response to the
mayor’s statement that in three years
the town saw an increase of $750,000
in its Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) billing.

The town saw an increase of
$210,000 in its sewer bill from the
RVSA this year, Town Administrator
Jim Gildea said.

The fees for use of the Memorial
Pool also were passed. Resident fees
for 2020 are: family (five or more),
$520; family (four or less), $420;
individual, $195, and senior, $90, as
well as other categories.

Three ordinances were passed. The
council approved establishing an
Access and Inclusivity Council. The
town council approved expanding the

board of the District Management
Corporation, also called the Down-
town Westfield Corporation, the man-
agement entity of the special improve-
ment district (SID). The board will be
amended to have 11 members made
up of one town council member; three
owners of real estate in the SID; three
business operators in the SID, but
who do not own property in the SID;
four residents who are not property or
business owners in the SID; and the
town administrator and mayor or their
designees as ex-officio members. The
board’s residents, business and prop-
erty owner members are to represent
both the north and south side of town,
the mayor noted. The mayor and coun-
cil also approved the sale of a portion
of town property at 320 Virginia Street
to a property owner that abuts that
town parcel.

The council additionally voted to
approve a resolution to refer the Parks
and Strategic Plan to the planning
board for consideration. Pat
Hoagland, of Brandstetter Carroll
Inc., the company hired to provide a
study and recommendations for the
town’s parks, gave a summary. After
the report, residents voiced concerns
about making changes to Brightwood
Park, including concerns regarding

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Cranford Comm. Seeks
North Ave. Redevelopment
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – With a 4-to-1 vote,
the township committee on Tuesday
night approved a resolution requesting
that the planning board evaluate certain
properties on North Avenue, to deter-
mine if the properties should be desig-
nated as a “condemnation area in need
of redevelopment.” Condemnation oc-
curs when the state, local or federal
government seizes property and com-
pensates the owner. The power enabling
government to do so is more commonly
referred to as eminent domain.

Mayor Patrick Giblin said the deci-
sion has been discussed with business
owners before the decision was made.

“The business owners are fine with
the agreement which has been made,”
Mayor Giblin told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

The properties in the North Avenue
study area include 7 Springfield Av-
enue, where the Cranford Fire De-
partment is located; 1 Springfield
Avenue, where the Cranford Pet Vet
is operating; 45 North Avenue East,
where a gas station and auto garage is
operating; 39-43 North Avenue East,
where Hunan Wok, Ramen House,
Island Tans and apartments above are

located, and 27 North Avenue East,
where a vacant, township-owned
building is located, commonly re-
ferred to as the MDTV building.

Mayor Giblin said the conversa-
tion “on the process” not only in-
cluded the directly discussed prop-
erty lots, but surrounding property
owners who can be impacted by the
decision. He said the township com-
mittee will remain transparent
throughout the process.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.
voted against the ordinance, stating
that there is a “better way” Cranford
can meet affordable-housing obliga-
tions versus using condemnation.
Commissioner Hannen stated that
condemnation benefits developers
who “see just a plot of land.”

He said the developers do not un-
derstand “sweat equity,” time busi-
ness owners devote to their business
before they open for business and
after closing and throughout the day
to deliver a product.

“I understand we (Cranford) have
affordable-housing needs which has
limited our options,” Commissioner
Hannen said.

Mr. Hannen said that designating the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Courtesy of Tom Kranz
GO RED...The Chelsea at Fanwood hosted its annual Women's Health event
Thursday benefiting the Fanwood Rescue Squad. The event coincides with the
annual Go Red for Women's Health campaign, an American Heart Association
effort to bring awareness to women's heart health because heart disease is the
number-one killer of women. The ladies of the Chelsea and many of their guests
dressed in red for an evening of healthy food and wine, blood pressure checks by
the Fanwood Rescue Squad, massages and vendors selling handmade and natural
products. Pictured, from left to right, are: Pam Gabel,  director of community
relations; Karen DiFabio, lifestyle assistant; Annette Watson, executive director;
Barbara Guidi, marketing assistant, and Arlene Nelson, business office manager.

INSTALLATION DINNER...The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad held its 83rd Annual Installation of Officers dinner on
January 11, at Snuffy’s Pantagis Renaissance. Over 120 people were in attendance, which included not only squad members,
but also members of the police and fire departments, the town council and mayor, local hospital personnel, and other EMS
organizations who have helped and supported the volunteer organization throughout the years. During the dinner, late squad
members were honored and remembered, and current squad members were recognized for their service. Length of service
awards went out to various longtime members such as Joanne Gurske and Jean Lozowski, who both served for 30 years;
Edward Fiedler, for 40 years; Robert Speth, for 45 years, and Daniel Sullivan, for 50 years. The officers for 2020 were also
sworn in by Mayor Al Smith and included: President Daniel Sullivan; First Vice-President Chang Yaramouthu; Second Vice-
President Deborah Speth; Secretary Joanne Gurske; Treasurer Harold Hill; Chaplain Robert Gurske; Chief Carolyn Sorge,
and Deputy Chief Robert Gurske.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
SALUTING OUR LOCAL RESCUE SQUADS...Scotch Plains and Fanwood Rescue Squad members took part in
Saturday’s women’s heart health awareness event hosted by the JCC in Scotch Plains. The event coincided with the national
Go Red Campaign originated by the American Heart Association. The event also featured a CPR demonstration, healthy
snacks, blood pressure checks, guest speakers on the subject of women’s heart health and regional vendors.

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
Holds Installation Dinner

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad held their 83rd
Annual Installation of Officers din-
ner on January 11th at Snuffy’s
Pantagis Renaissance. Over 120
people were in attendance, which in-
cluded not only squad members, but
also members of the police and fire
departments, the town council and
mayor, local hospital personnel, and
other EMS organizations who have
helped and supported the volunteer
organization throughout the years.

During the dinner, late squad mem-
bers were honored and remembered,
and current squad members were rec-

ognized for their service. Length of
service awards went out to various
long time members such as Joanne
Gurske and Jean Lozowski for 30
years, Edward Fiedler for 40 years,
Robert Speth for 45 years, and Daniel
Sullivan for 50 years.

The officers for 2020 were also sworn
in by Mayor Al Smith and included:
President, Daniel Sullivan; First Vice-
President, Chang Yaramouthu, Second
Vice-President, Deborah Speth; Secre-
tary, Joanne Gurske; Treasurer, Harold
Hill; Chaplain, Robert Gurske; Chief,
Carolyn Sorge, and Deputy Chief, Rob-
ert Gurske.

The new garage will not be visible
from the front of the property.

Once it became clear that the
board’s consensus was to approve
the application, there was an ex-
tended discussion about the 10 stor-
age containers and the scenario for
their removal. Board Chairman Ken
Anderson pointed out that “3,200
square feet of container space is
going into 1,800 square feet of ga-
rage space,” and asked Mr. Sarkar
how he planned to fit everything in
the new garage. Mr. Sarkar replied
that he planned to sell or give away
the bulk of the car parts.

Board members also were con-
cerned that the storage containers
would never actually be removed.
The board’s permit allowing the con-

Courtesy of Russell Gurland
BIRD WATCHING...Birds have begun to come back north for the upcoming
spring. They include a Red-Bellied Woodpecker, pictured above, and  the Ameri-
can Robin, below. The photographer, Russell Gurland, a sophomore at Westfield
High School, shared his photographs capturing these birds.

less than what it had been previously
funded.” That position had been elimi-
nated by a previous acting prosecutor
to give out bonuses to staff, including
the former first assistant prosecutor
and front office staff, the prosecutor’s
office said.

These individuals were promoted
from assistant prosecutors to the fol-
lowing exclusionary positions at the
following salaries: Deputy First Assis-
tant, $155,000, compared to $164,000
under Acting Prosecutor Grace Park;
Investigative Supervisor, $160,000,
compared to $169,537 under Acting
Prosecutor Michael Monahan; trial team
supervisor, $132,000, compared to
$165,173 under Mr. Monahan.

The prosecutor’s office also has six
collective bargaining units which in-
clude four employee unions, according
to the prosecutor’s office.

“The Prosecutor’s Office’s budget,
since January 1, 2017, is subject to a
hard cap of 2 percent above the prior
year’s overall budget. The prior year’s
budget cannot be adjusted retroactively
despite the fact that retroactive pay-
ments are made once contracts are
settled. This is the first year that the
Prosecutor’s Office is subject to the
new law and in a position to finalize
contracts as the bargaining units have
been out of contract since January 1,
2018 for all but IBEW (Local 1158),
which was out of contract as of January
1, 2019,” according to the prosecutor’s
office.

“The finalization of three out of five
bargaining units for increases in excess
of the 2-percent cap (a state require-
ment) left no available funds to resolve
the remaining two (bargaining units)
and stay under cap. Even with Ruotolo
making over $500,000 in reductions to
the overall budget through the elimina-
tion of necessary positions, the tighten-
ing of operational expenditures, and
the reductions of salaries associated

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Assistant Prosecutors
with available vacancies, there are in-
sufficient funds to settle additional con-
tracts, stay within cap, and avoid lay-
offs,” according to the prosecutor’s of-
fice.

The office also said all assistant pros-
ecutors “continued to receive annual
increases” of between $1,000 and
$3,000 in 2018 and 2019, with $159,250
given in discretionary raises to assistant
prosecutors in 2018 by the then acting
prosecutor. Thirty assistant prosecu-
tors make over $100,000 a year, 35 are
under $100,000, “and thus already re-
ceived an annual increase of $3,000 a
year, which exceeds the 2-percent cap.”

In other business, the freeholders
approved a nearly 10-year shared-ser-
vices agreement to provide health ser-
vices to the Berkeley Heights Board of
Health through the Union County Of-
fice of Health Management.

Public Safety Director Andrew
Moran said the county’s health officer,
Annie McNair, will serve as Berkeley
Heights’ health officer. He said the
agreement will save Berkeley Heights
$18,000 a year.

“This is something we are very ex-
cited about in public safety. It’s the first
time our health department is signing a
contract for local health services,” Mr.
Moran said.

He said the county’s department has
four certified staff members who can
do health inspections in areas such as
swimming pools, restaurants and cater-
ing facilities. Mr. Moran said Berkeley
Heights’ administrative staff will handle
issuing of permits, but the county will
handle health inspections. He said the
county’s nurse will do the required in-
spections of school inoculation docu-
ments of students as required by state
law.

“I think it’s a great logical extension,
especially with the inspections we are
having in our own parks,” Freeholder
Chris Hudak said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Zoning Board
tainers to be on the property expires
in early May and the likelihood of
the new garage being constructed
and ready for the cars and the car
parts by then is low. It also was
pointed out that the board’s one-
year permit for the containers is not
subject to further extensions.

The board ultimately added a con-
dition to its unanimous approval of
the application — a provision that
all the storage containers must be
removed from the property prior to
the issuance of a building permit for
construction of the garage. After
the board voted, Mr. Sarkar voiced
a complaint about the requirement
that he remove the containers, say-
ing that doing so would present him
with a number of logistical and other
problems. But he was reminded that
he had initially placed the contain-
ers on his property without permis-
sion and in violation of zoning regu-
lations and that he was now respon-
sible for fixing a problem of his
own making.

Robbie Beth Drossner MD Office News
SCOTCH PLAINS — The general

and cosmetic dermatology practice
of Doctor Robbie Beth Drossner is
pleased to announce that we are in
“full patient operation” again, treating
our loyal and devoted patients as
well as accepting new patients of all
ages.

Doctor Drossner seeks to provide
the highest quality individualized care
for every patient and participates with
both Medicare and most Blue Cross/
Shield Insurance Plans.

Our office specializes in the
treatment of nodular acne. This
condition can be very painful and
embarrassing affecting a person
physically and psychologically, and
can result in permanent scars if left
untreated. Fortunately, Isotretinoin
is an oral capsule prescribed to
patients ages 12 years and older, for
a period of approximately 5-6 months,

typically as a one-time therapy, which
can cure this condition in 80% of all
patients treated.

We also carry a complete line of
award winning skin care products
and anti-aging regimens.  Long lasting
dermal fillers, botox injections,
chemical peels and facials are also
available.

Please visit us at 2350 South
Avenue in Scotch Plains and contact
us for more information or to make
an appointment at 908-232-6668.
And be sure to look for our
informative dermatology articles and
special monthly offerings on our
website at
www.robbiebethdrossnermd.com

WE LOOK FORWARD TO
HEARING FROM YOU!

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Cell Tower Testimony
Continues in Cranford

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — A hearing on
Verizon Wireless’ application to erect
a cell tower at the Cranford campus of
Union County College (UCC) con-
tinued at Monday’s board of adjust-
ment meeting, with questions raised
by Robert Simon, attorney for Union
County Residents United, regarding
a denied cell tower application in
Hillsborough. Mark Tinder, a real
estate appraiser who testified at the
previous Cranford meeting, also tes-
tified in the Hillsborough applica-
tion.

Similar to his testimony in Cran-
ford, Mr. Tinder had testified that
there should be no negative effects on
the market value of homes in
Hillsborough. In response to a ques-
tion from Mr. Simon, Mr. Tinder said
he is aware that other real estate ap-
praisers disagree with his findings.
Mr. Simon asked Mr. Tinder if he was
aware that other real estate appraisers
claim a negative impact from 10 per-
cent up to 20 percent. Mr. Tinder
acknowledged that appraisers do dis-
agree on these matters. According to
an article on mycentraljersey.com, one
of the reasons for the Hillsborough
application denial was the conclu-
sion that the “visual impact from a
cell tower would decrease home value
by 10 to 12 percent.”

Julie Exarhakos, a Cranford resi-
dent, questioned Mr. Tinder as to his
methods of finding homes for his
studies. Mr. Tinder said he searches
for homes that sell for similar prices
and then checks to see if the homes
are similar in size and style.

“Why don’t you look at sales in
terms of similar home size and then
see the price?” Ms. Exarhakos asked.
Ms. Exarhakos said she found an-
other Springfield home similar to the
“subject house” (the home closest to
the cell tower) in size, style and ameni-
ties, but was not near the cell tower,
that sold for almost $200,000 more
than the subject house.

Eric Gentile, a site acquisition spe-
cialist, also testified at the meeting.
After being retained in 2016 by AT&T,
Mr. Gentile contacted 11 properties
in the area that had been previously
contacted by another site acquisition
firm. AT&T began its search for a cell
tower site in 2003.

Sometimes, Mr. Gentile said, he is
tasked to find buildings approximately
80 to 120 feet high. He said that these
buildings can host a foot antenna,
which carriers can use to fill gaps.
However, for this site he was told to
find land space for a monopole.

Previous landowners contacted,
including Dreyer Farms, Echo Lake
Country Club, the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church and Fairview Cem-
etery, said they were still not inter-
ested in leasing land for a monopole.
The exception was UCC. After UCC
expressed an interest, Mr. Gentile said
he stopped his search. On January 31,
2020, at the request of Greg Meese,
attorney for the applicants, Mr. Gen-
tile sent certified letters to the land-
owners again to see if there was inter-
est. As of the February 10 meeting, no
other landowner expressed interest.

Theodore Exarhakos, a Cranford
resident and member of the Holy Trin-
ity Greek Orthodox Church’s Parish
Council, said he was unaware of any
attempts to reach the church for this
application and gave his contact in-
formation to Mr. Gentile and Mr.
Meese.

Board members, residents and Mr.
Simon asked Mr. Gentile if he ever
discusses the financial component to
having a monopole built on their land.
Mr. Gentile said it is not an industry
standard practice to discuss such
matters until a landowner expresses
interest. “My job,” said Mr. Gentile,
“is to find an interested landowner.”

The cell tower hearing will con-
tinue on Monday, February 24, and at
a special meeting on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 26. The public portion of the
meetings begin at 7:45 p.m. in the
Cranford Municipal Building.
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Westfield Council
the addition of mountain biking trails
and other changes that they believe
would disturb the natural elements of
the park. Mountain biking club mem-
bers and enthusiasts disagreed that
the trails would disturb the natural
element of the park and said they
would tend to the trails.

Board of Education members
Peggy Oster and Brendan Galligan
each spoke separately about their
concern that not one board member
was included on the committee that
was involved with the parks plan,
given that one of the primary recom-
mendations is to turf the field at Edison
Intermediate School (EIS). The turf
field proposed would include two full-
size soccer fields and a softball field,
and would be lighted and contain
restrooms and a concession stand,
according to the recommended plan
Mr. Hoagland presented for that
space. While Dana Sullivan, business
administrator for the board of educa-
tion, was on the parks plan commit-
tee, Mr. Galligan noted that she was
told she could not speak of what was
said in the committee meetings, so
board members first heard of EIS
being a priority, which means being
completed within two years, at the
same time the study was released to
the public.

Mr. Galligan and Ms. Oster had
each noted that the town’s population
is expected to rise, which could equate
to more students, and mean expan-
sion of the schools. Mr. Galligan said
the plan notes that the population is
expected to increase by 20 percent in
the next 10 to 20 years, and if a law is
passed where New Jersey schools are
obligated to provide preschool, then
the capacity of the schools is at an
even greater risk of needing to be
expanded, and could mean the turf
would be ripped up.

He asked the governing body to
table the section of the parks plan that
includes school fields until the board
of education and the town can meet
and discuss the matter. He said the
board has already studied and as-
sessed school district fields and could
share those results with the town. The
mayor and council ultimately voted
to pass the resolution without tabling
any portions.

ordinance’s proposed lots allows the
township to address upkeep concerns
regarding property along one of
Cranford’s entrances while addressing
fair-share housing obligations. How-
ever, a redevelopment similar to the
“river front” buildings worked signifi-
cantly well for both the community and
individual stakeholders without “using
condemnation,” he added.

“It is a last resort. The town, in and of
itself, is not looking to come and just
take someone’s business,” Commis-
sioner Jean-Albert Maisonneuve said.

Commissioner Maisonneuve said the
ordinance is not only a “progressive”
response to affordable-housing obliga-
tions, but signifies the township work-
ing with “businesses in the area.”

“We need to be careful with the use of
the word (condemnation.) It’s like we’re
going to come to your business tomor-
row and start ripping people out. That’s
not the point of it (the ordinance),”
Commissioner Maisonneuve said.

He said “the point is” to work with
the developers, business owners, and
what is best for the community.

“What we do up here and the deci-
sions we make is for the best of every-
one in this community,” Mr.
Maisonneuve said.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor said
she would “reluctantly” vote yes on
the ordinance. She said that although
she was uncomfortable with the
ordinance’s “eminent domain” por-
tion, Cranford must meet the afford-
able-housing obligations established
by fair share housing.

In other business, Mayor Giblin hon-
ored Cranford resident Dottie
Baniewicz with a proclamation upon

her retirement after serving the Cran-
ford business community for two de-
cades. The mayor said that during Ms.
Baniewicz’s tenure the Cranford Cham-
ber of Commerce rose to be “one of the
most respected” in Union County.

Since 2005, Ms. Baniewicz served
as the Chamber’s director, stated Mayor
Giblin. Ms. Baniewicz was named the
chamber’s executive director in 2014.

“The amount of care she has given to
town hall, businesses, and the commu-
nity at-large is unrivaled. It will never
be done again,” said former Chamber
president Kurt Petschow, Jr. in describ-
ing Ms. Baniewicz’s contributions.

In addition, Ms. Baniewicz volun-
teered tirelessly in assisting Cranford
Family Care for 15 years, coordinating
successful fundraiser nights such as
Ladies Night Out, and the “town-wide
garage sale,” Mayor Giblin said.

Mayor Giblin cited “her tremendous
contributions to providing the Cran-
ford community with lively, interesting
and fun events such as Breakfast with
Santa, trolley rides, the downtown tree
lighting, street fairs, and Cruiser Nights.”

Mr. Petschow said Ms. Baniewicz is
“one of the true unspoken heroes in
Cranford.

“It’s just what she does. Words and
thank you’s are not enough, but that’s all
I can say. Thank you,” Mr. Petschow said.

Ms. Baniewicz said the Cranford
Police Department, Fire Department
and Department of Public Works helped
with the success of charity events in
Cranford.

“Without the people in this building
(Town Hall), none of this would be
possible. They never told me no,” Ms.
Baniewicz said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford North Ave. Redev.
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Meneses Comments on
Selection Of Leon

COUNTY — New Jersey Progres-
sive Democrats of Union County
(NJPD-UC) endorsed candidate for
Union County Freeholder, Hector
Meneses, Jr., made the following state-
ment with the selection by the Regu-
lar Democratic Organization of Union
County of Lourdes Leon, a former
public school principal from Eliza-
beth, to replace retiring Freeholder
Angel Estrada of Elizabeth on the
party line in the Tuesday, June 2 Pri-
mary Election.

The selection of Ms. Leon was
reported by New Jersey Globe and
Politico New Jersey.

According to the Globe report, Ms.
Leon was “the victim of political re-
taliation when, as principal of the
Donald Stewart Early Childhood Cen-
ter 15 years ago, she “took action
against an under-performing em-
ployee who was a relative of a top
school administrator and a (former
school board president Rafael)
Fajardo ally.” She also “found herself
facing allegations that she falsified
records and the Fajardo-led school
board sought to remove her.” She
agreed agreed to a five-year suspen-
sion of her administrative certificates
in 2014, according to the report.

“While we, myself, my running
mates, and New Jersey Progressive
Democrats of Union County, are un-
sure how (David) Wildstein (New
Jersey Globe) and Mr. Freedman (NJ
Insider) got this information, we are
glad that the public has this opportu-
nity to learn more about this particu-
lar candidate and as such, the priori-
ties of the established Democratic
political machine. There is a saying:
sunlight is the best disinfectant; and
the establishment pick sheds a lot of
sunlight on to the cronyism and cor-
ruption of the Union County political
game. It is clear that the machine, the
leaders of the Regular Democratic
Organization, prioritize loyalty over
duty, and concentrated power over
the public’s best interest.

“While the machine is busy point-
ing fingers about the public revela-
tion about their nominees past indis-
cretions; I, my running mates, and
New Jersey Progressive Democrats
of Union County will continue to
focus on our goal for a brighter, more
equitable future for all our residents.”

According to the  NJPD-UC press
release, members of the Union County
Democratic Committee have been
claiming publicly that NJPD-UC is
responsible for the leak.

“It is not surprising that the Demo-
cratic establishment would try to de-
flect from their poor choice in candi-
date by pointing fingers at their chal-
lengers. This is what the public gets
when the Democratic machine puts
loyalty to the party bosses above all
else. The public deserves a debate
focused on the issues and our plans
for the future, and a Democratic Party
who owns up to its decisions,” ac-
cording to the release.

“This is why New Jersey Progres-
sive Democrats of Union County is
organizing a line with passionate
people who are called to service, not
for power and money, but to serve the
people of Union County,” according
to the release.

Joining on the NJPD-UC ticket in
the race for freeholder are Justin O’Hea
and Aissa Heath, according to their
website. In addition to Mr. Estrada, the
other two freeholder seats up this year
are Chris Hudak of Linden and Angela
Garretson of Hillside.

The filing deadline for the Tues-
day, June 2 Primary Election is Mon-
day, March 30.

Union County Jail  Receives
Perfect Accreditation Score
COUNTY — The Union County

jail, for the first time in its history,
earned accreditation from the Ameri-
can Correctional Association (ACA)
with a perfect score of 100.

The 100 percent score is consid-
ered rare among jails, and only 150
jails nationwide out of 3,000 are ac-
credited. The audit of the Union
County jail was conducted last year
by the ACA.

The ACA is the body tasked with
developing nationwide standards for
policies and procedures that safeguard
life, health and safety of corrections
personnel and inmates.

ACA accreditation covers all areas

of a facility, including safety, secu-
rity, order, inmate care, programs,
justice, and administration.

ACA standards are the national
benchmark for the effective opera-
tion of correctional systems through-
out the United States and are neces-
sary to ensure that facilities are oper-
ated professionally.

Union County Department of Cor-
rections Director Ronald L. Charles
was on hand a few weeks ago to
receive the news with his accredita-
tion team members at the American
Correctional Association’s Con-
gress of Corrections in San Diego,
Calif.

RECOGNIZED FOR HIS SERVICE...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli joined
Undersheriffs Dennis Burke and Amilcar Colon in presenting a Distinguished
Service Certificate to Officer Brendan Carlos in recognition of his continued service
to the country after recently returning from an extended deployment overseas while
serving as a member of the New Jersey National Guard. Officer Carlos of Kenilworth
is a staff sergeant in the United States Army who recently completed two tours for
a total of 18 months overseas in support of Operation Enduring Freedom, posted in
the Kingdom of Bahrain and in Djibouti, Africa.

‘REAL ID’ Walk-ins
Allowed For Renewals

Acupuncturist Convicted of
Sexually Assaulting Patient

Coleman  Event With
Pelosi Raises $200K

EWING — Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th,
Trenton) raised over $200,000 for
her re-election campaign at her an-
nual Women’s Power Lunch on Sat-
urday at the Princeton Marriott at
Forrestal in Plainsboro. This year’s
event featured House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and had
over 350 people in attendance.
Congresswoman Watson Coleman
is the representative for New
Jersey’s 12th Congressional Dis-
trict, which includes most of Scotch
Plains and all of Fanwood and
Plainfield.

“I can’t thank Speaker Pelosi
enough for joining us at our
Women’s Power Lunch,” the Con-
gresswoman said. “Her tempera-
ment, her strength and her resolve
make her the perfect leader for these
turbulent times and I am proud to
stand with her on the frontlines in
the fight to put our country back on
the right track.

“We were proud to bring her to
New Jersey to speak with so many
of the women I’ve been fortunate
enough to call friends and allies and
I know that her message of standing
strong for our Democratic values
will continue to resonate as we move
towards this critical election in
November.”

SPRINGFIELD — Following a
two-week bench trial, an acupunctur-
ist who formerly practiced in Spring-
field has been convicted of sexually
assaulting a patient a little more than
two years ago, acting Union County
Prosecutor Lyndsay V. Ruotolo and
Springfield Police Chief John Cook
jointly announced last Wednesday.

The case was tried before Union
County State Superior Court Judge
Lara DiFabrizio, after the defense
waived the right to be tried by a jury.
At the conclusion of the trial, Judge
DiFabrizio found 57-year-old Edward
Raskin, of Chatham Township guilty
of second-degree sexual assault and
fourth-degree criminal sexual con-
tact.

The trial was the result of an inves-
tigation by the Prosecutor’s Office’s
Special Victims Unit and the Spring-
field Police Department. The investi-
gation revealed that Raskin sexually
assaulted an adult victim during a
scheduled appointment at Spirit Acu-
puncture on December 30, 2017, ac-
cording to Unit Supervisor and Assis-
tant Prosecutor Caroline Lawlor, who
prosecuted the case. Raskin turned
himself in to police at Springfield
Police Department headquarters in
February 2018 before being taken to

Union County jail.
Raskin was also known to have an

office in New York City. Anyone with
information about his activities still is
being urged to contact Sergeant Sofia
Santos at (908) 577-4256 or Sergeant
James Mirabile at (973) 912-2242.

A sentencing date in Superior Court
will be scheduled to take place later
this year.

TRENTON — New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Commission Chief Adminis-
trator Sue Fulton has announced that
the Commission will allow custom-
ers whose licenses/IDs are close to
expiration to get REAL ID driver
licenses and non-driver IDs without
an appointment on a test basis. Such
walk-ins will be allowed only for
renewals, only on selected dates and
only at participating locations.

Customers can only take advan-
tage of the walk-in policy through the
5th through the 20th of each month in
participating agencies that are fully
REAL ID-operational. Only drivers
with licenses due to expire within
three months of their walk-in visit
will be eligible for a REAL ID with-
out an appointment.

REAL ID appointments, which are
scheduled online and have been in
place since the phased rollout was
launched last September, will con-
tinue.

“The appointment-only system
helped with the phased rollout and
was necessary in the early stages for
a smooth, controlled, and successful
launch of REAL ID,” Chief Fulton
said. “We have steadily built our ca-
pacity and are now ready to accom-

modate walk-ins on a limited basis.”
Chief Fulton said that interest in

obtaining a REAL ID is high, reveal-
ing that over 200,000 New Jerseyans
have signed up for appointments so
far through REALIDNJ.com, the
website where customers must make
their appointments.

“It is clear to us that right now
demand outstrips the number of avail-
able REAL ID appointments,” Chief
Fulton said. “That is why we are
testing REAL ID for eligible walk-ins
during these designated days of the
month, which are typically less busy
than at the very beginning or end of
the month.”

Springfield is among the partici-
pating MVC agencies.

Customers should check back fre-
quently at REALIDNJ.com for up-
dates and added agencies.

Chief Fulton noted that REAL ID
requires additional identification
documents beyond the six points of
ID that have long been needed to
obtain a standard driver license in
New Jersey. These additional docu-
ments must include two proofs of
address and one proof of the
applicant’s Social Security number.

REAL ID is the federally mandated
identification that puts in place stricter
federal security standards for driver
licenses and IDs. Passengers will need
a REAL ID to fly domestically in the
U.S. as of October 1, 2020; unless a
valid U.S. passport or another feder-
ally approved form of identification
is used.

Summit Upgrades
Nixle to Include Text
SUMMIT — In an effort to increase

communications with individuals who
live or work in the City of Summit, the
Summit Police Department has upgraded
its current contract with the Nixle Alert
System to include text notifications.

The Nixle alert system is used by
the Summit Police Department to pro-
vide information on severe weather,
traffic congestion and accidents, miss-
ing persons, local events and more to
people who live and work in the Sum-
mit community. To receive text alerts
by Nixle, citizens are advised to text
07901 to 888777 to opt-in.

While Nixle is used by the Summit
Police Department to relay real time
information to send alerts and advi-
sories, official emergency communi-
cations from the City of Summit are
provided through the Swift Reach
emergency notification system.

Start Your

Sales Engines!
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
HAPPY RETIREMENT...Union County Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella and Freeholder Angela Garretson present a resolution to Captain Gary
Steitz, Sr., commending and congratulating him on his retirement as the Union
County Fire Investigation Unit coordinator. Captain Steitz, of Union, was a 20-
year member of the Union County Fire Investigation Unit and served as their
coordinator for the past 15 years. He also served on the Union County Fire Services
Advisory Board as the fire investigation representative and served with the Union
Fire Department for more than 40 years. Jim Lowney/County of Union)
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Clark American Hearing 
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RISK-FREE TRIAL
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We are here to help by offering you a
60-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!*

Experience, firsthand, the life-changing 
capabilities of the newest hearing devices.
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1  Have a complimentary hearing assessment*
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Westfield Rotary Foundation Plans
Breakfast with the Bands on Feb. 29

WESTFIELD — Each spring the
Westfield Rotary Club Foundation,
fundraising partner of the Rotary Club
of Westfield, hosts an open house
fundraiser breakfast to help fund
extensive community outreach
programs, benefit youth, challenge
hunger and provide grants to local
non-profit social service agencies.

This year the event, Breakfast with
the Bands, will be held on Saturday,
February 29 at Westfield High School
(WHS) Cafeteria from 8 a.m. to noon.
According to Joe Mindak, who is
chairing the breakfast, band
ensembles from WHS and the
intermediate schools will be
performing exclusively during a
catered breakfast served by Rotarians
with the assistance of members of the
WHS Interact Club.

Speaking of the musical aspect of
the breakfast, Chris Vitale, director
of bands for the high school remarks,
“Not only is Breakfast with the Bands
a great morning for the high school
and intermediate school music
programs, but the students have the
satisfaction of knowing their
performances raise funds that go to
directly to benefit the community. In
the past, the Rotary Club has awarded
grants to support music in our schools,
and more recently, awarded a grant in
support of Westfield’s National
Championship Marching Band.”

The Westfield High School Stage
Band will kickoff breakfast at 8 a.m.
followed by the following bands; 8:20
a.m. - WHS Jazz II, 8:50 am. - WHS
Jazz I, 9:30 a.m. - Edison Intermediate
School (EIS) Jazz, 10 a.m. - Roosevelt
Intermediate School (RIS)  Combo,
10:30 a.m. – RIS Big Band, 11 am. -
Algo Rhythm (WHS Student Combo).

Under the motto “Service Above
Self,” Rotarians have been involved
in community service since the club’s
charter was granted by Rotary
International in 1921. To date almost
$3 million has been granted to
Westfield residents graduating from
high school to aid in funding their
college educations. Thousands have
been awarded to local non-profit
agencies. An ongoing project of the

club raises food and funds for the
abatement of hunger among the town’s
school children at risk through it’s
Back Pack Program.

Platinum sponsors for the event are
Mary Ellen O’Boyle from Sothebys
and Jayson Astel from Edward Jones
as well as Stop & Shop.

Tickets are $10 for the breakfast
and performances.  They are
available from members of the
Rotary Club, the Interact Club
and at the door on February 29.
For further information, contact
Mr. Mindak’s office at (201) 410-
8282.

BREAKFAST WITH THE BANDS...The Westfield Rotary Club Foundation will
hold its annual Breakfast With The Bands on Saturday, February 29 at Westfield
High School cafeteria. School bands from Westfield High School, Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools will be featured. The event starts at 8 a.m.

Seniors Alerted to
Social Security
Phone Scams

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders reminds
residents to be aware of phone
scammers posing as employees of the
Social Security Administration. A new
report from the United States Senate
Committee on Aging finds that Social
Security impersonation calls are now
the nation’s most-reported phone scam.

“All residents should be aware of
how to protect themselves and guard
their sensitive information. Report-
ing all suspected scams to the Social
Security Administration will help pro-
tect others from becoming victims,”
Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said.

If a person claiming to be from the
Social Security Administration calls,
residents are reminded to not send
money or provide any personal or
banking information. Suspicious
phone calls should be reported to
https://oig.ssa.gov.

Here are some warning signs for
residents to look out for:

·  A caller says that there is a prob-
lem with your Social Security num-
ber or account.

·  A caller demands immediate pay-
ment.

·  A caller requests you pay a fine or
debt with retail gift cards, cash, wire
transfers, or pre-paid debit cards.

·  A caller threatens you with arrest
or other legal action.

Residents can learn more about
Social Security-related scams at
https://oig.ssa.gov/scam.

Liberty Hall Plans Event  on
NJ’s Role In Woman Suffrage

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced that in celebration of
Women’s History Month, a free per-
formance of Reclaiming Our Voice:
New Jersey’s Role in Woman Suf-
frage will be held Wednesday, March
18 at 6:30 p.m. at the Liberty Hall
Museum Carriage House at Kean
University, located at 1003 Morris
Avenue in Union.

Carol Simon Levin will be portray-
ing Lillian Feickert, president of the
New Jersey Woman Suffrage Asso-
ciation from 1912-1920, who lived in
both Plainfield and North Plainfield.
She will tell the story of the role that
New Jersey women played in the long
struggle for women’s suffrage. She
will share the stories of Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, Lucy Stone, Alice Paul
and Union County’s own Florence
Spearing Randolph of Summit among
others.

Ms. Levin is a retired librarian,
author, storyteller and program pre-
senter based in Bedminster, and au-
thor of the illustrated, interactive
book, “Remembering the Ladies:
From Patriots in Petticoats to Presi-
dential Candidates.” In addition to a
coloring page, each entry in the book
includes a short biography, a fasci-
nating fact and a quote.

This program is funded in part by
a grant from the New Jersey Histori-
cal Commission, a Division of Cul-
tural Affairs in the Department of
State.

Admission to “Reclaiming Our
Voice: New Jersey’s Role in
Woman Suffrage” is free of charge,
but advance registration is re-
quired.

To register online visit ucnj.org/

womens-suffrage/. For more infor-
mation about the program, contact
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs at (908) 558-
2550.

Advertising in

The LEADER / TIMES
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Megan Power Named
To Siena Dean’s List
LOUDONVILLE, NY — Megan

Power of Cranford has been named to
the Siena College Dean’s List for the
fall 2019 semester. To be named to
the Dean’s List, a student’s Grade
Point Average for the semester must
be between 3.5 and 3.89.

Founded in 1937, Siena College is
a private, Catholic Franciscan, resi-
dential, liberal arts college with a
student body of about 3,000.

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified
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Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

All The News

www.goleader.com

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Alex Mirabella
amirabella@ucnj,org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Why Build Two
Libraries?

I read last weeks article about
Fanwood building a new library and
I am amazed that Scotch Plains wants
to do the same thing! These libraries
are within  two miles of each other.
We share services. We exchange
books. Why not build one library to
accommodate both? Can our elected
officials talk to each other and see the
cost saving in this?

Pat Leonard
Scotch Plains

Racism, Hate Has No Place
In The Scotch Plains Community

We react with anger and despair
over the news this weekend that a
member of our community was tar-
geted with racist hatred, which was
soaped on the window of their private
car, parked at their own home. We
cannot be silent.

Last year, the town councils of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, led by
Mayors Smith and Mahr, along with
the Board of Education, the
Ministerium, and Social Justice Mat-
ters (SJM), formed a Joint Commit-
tee on Truth, Racial Healing, and
Transformation (TRHT) in reaction
to increasing events of racism and
hate appearing in our community. We
were formed to do the hard work of
engaging our community in the pur-
suit of our common humanity.

We condemn trespassing on some-
one else’s property to spew a message
of hatred. Rather, we send the strong
message that such hate – expressed
publicly or under the cover of dark-
ness – is not welcome in our commu-
nity. To be clear – we embrace all the
different members of our community,
and we reject those words and actions
that divide us.

Please join with the members of the
TRHT Committee, the leadership of

Fanwood and Scotch Plains, Social
Justice Matters, and the Anti-Racism
Community Collaborative (ARCC)
as we stand for the community we
want it to be. We support this family
and reject hatred.

Joint TRHT Committee:
Mayor Colleen Mahr, Fanwood
Mayor Al Smith, Scotch Plains
Dr. Joan Mast, Superintendent,

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools
Rabbi Joel N. Abraham, SPF

Ministerium Rep.
Rev. Susanna Cates, Scotch Plains

at Large Rep.
Jill Jackson Jones, Fanwood at

Large Rep.
Erin McElroy Barker, Fanwood

Council Rep.
Leland S. McGee, TRHT Commit-

tee Facilitator
Joan Peters, Social Justice Matters

Rep.
Sharon Stroye, TRHT Center at

Rutgers University – Newark
Stephanie Suriani, SPF Board of

Education Rep.
Roshan White, Scotch Plains Coun-

cil Rep.
Joan Peters

Member of TRHT
Clark

Garwood Dem Party Seeks
Involvement, Raps Borough GOP

I would like to invite anyone who is
interested in getting involved to reach
out to me. Whether you want to be-
come active in campaigns, are inter-
ested in running for office, or just
want to meet your neighbors and see
what we are about, please contact me
at PaulTarantino925@gmail.com.

As chairman, I am proud of our
local party, which has a variety of
members—from those who are life-
long residents to those who have re-
cently moved to town, from those
who are moderate to those we are
progressive, and everything in be-
tween. Together, we have been able
to win big locally as we hold five of
six council seats and hold the Mayor’s
office with the leadership of Sara
Todisco.

Mayor Todisco and Council mem-
bers Jen Blumenstock, Marc Lazarow,
Russ Graham, Sean Benoit, and
Michael Ince work hard to make
Garwood the best it can be for all
residents, regardless of party affilia-
tion. They bring Garwood together
through more transparency, more
community events, and more engage-
ment with the public. While taking
action to maintain town services and

properly equip our departments, they
keep taxes in check.

Last year was the second lowest
municipal tax increase in the past 18
years and followed the first flat bud-
get in nearly two decades. They have
real ideas and take real action to get
things done.

In contrast, the local Republican
Party seeks to divide our town and
personally attack our elected offi-
cials, volunteers, and residents who
disagree with them. On January 29,
their Facebook post sought to attract
candidates for this election by saying
“see your name on a ballot as a candi-
date along side President Trump.”
While they attempt to appeal to ego
and national politics, we seek indi-
viduals who want to help Garwood
and want to represent all residents.

Again, if you want to be a part of
the winning team that puts sense of
community first and seeks to unite
under a large local party umbrella,
please contact me.

Paul Tarantino
Garwood Democratic Chairman

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-20000024

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-009606-19

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.; AS
TRUSTEE FOR BANC OF AMERICA FUNDING
CORPORATION MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-5

VS.
Defendant: MARSHALL ANTHONY A/K/A

MARSHALL C. ANTHONY A/K/A MARSHALL
COREY ANTHONY; TASCHA ANTHONY; MA-
RINA DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT CO LLC

Sale Date: 02/19/2020
Writ of Execution: 11/21/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Thirty-
Six Thousand Two Hundred Eighty-Eight and
30/100*** $636,288.30.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 520 HIDDEN HOLLOW,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax LOT 21 F/K/A 14, BLOCK 6001 F/K/A 157.
Dimensions of Lot: 000.315 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: Rolling Peaks Way.
• 2020 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2020 $2,921.37 OPEN
• 2020 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2020 $2,921.36 OPEN
Sewer: Acct: 07/01/2019 - 12/31/2019 $190.00

OPEN PLUS PENALTY. Sewer charges are
based on prior water consumption.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Fifty-Five Thou-
sand Seven Hundred Twenty-Eight and 12/100***
$655,728.12 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 01/23, 01/30, 02/06
& 02/13/20 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-20000355

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-024001-18

Plaintiff: M&T BANK
VS.
Defendant: PRAKASH V. N. RAO AKA

PRAKASH N. RAO AND BHAVANI P. RAO AND
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A., AND SUNNOVA
ASSET PORTFOLIO 4 LLC, AND UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 03/11/2020
Writ of Execution: 01/03/2020
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seventy-One Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Five
and 51/100*** $471,955.51.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains in the County of Union, and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 6 Breezy Court Scotch
Plains Township, New Jersey 07076 with a mail-
ing address of 6 Breezy Court, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot No. 4 in Block No. 15202.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 139.53

feet by 107.96 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Autumn Drive.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Ninety-Three

Thousand Two Hundred Thirty-Eight and 63/
100*** $493,238.63 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 02/13, 02/20, 02/27
& 03/05/20 Fee: $167.28

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Culpon – A shred or splinter
2. Sapient – Wise; knowing
3. Rectirostral – Having a straight bill

or beak
4. Chukker – One of the periods into

which a polo game is divided

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TEFF
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. A mild, friendly slap on the back or

shoulder
3. A grain plant of Abyssinia from

which flour is made
4. Excessive grief; very sad

TEREBINTH
1. A translucent quartz of leek-green

color
2. A medieval catapult for hurling

stones
3. A small European tree of the sumac

family. Turpentine tree.
4. A German helmet with a sharp metal

spike
DEAVE

1. To confuse or stun with noise
2. To understand or perceive
3. To belittle or humble
4. To run abandon; decamp

DICHOSTASIS
1. Spontaneous subdivision
2. In biology, the cessation of natural

selection in generation
3. State of exaustion; worn out
4. Motionless; inert

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that T-Mobile North-
east LLC the lessee of a portion of property
known as One South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey and shown on the Fanwood
Tax Assessment Map as Block 55, Lot 1,
has made application to the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board for an extension of time on the
operation of the temporary wireless com-
munications facility located on the prop-
erty.

The Board had previously granted a use
variance, and variances for rear yard set-
back to permit the facility to be setback 12
feet from the rear yard, rather than 25 feet;
maximum impervious coverage to permit
92% rather than 90%; wireless setback to
property line to permit 12 feet, rather than
100 feet; wireless setback to residential
zone to permit 143 feet, rather than 500
feet; rear yard setback for accessory struc-
ture to permit 7 feet, rather than 10 feet;
tower height for a single user to permit 100
feet, rather than 90 feet; which are re-
quested to continue until its facilities are
removed from the property. The applicant
will request any additional variances, waiv-
ers or other relief required by the Board
after its review of this application.

The Planning Board has scheduled a
public hearing to review the application for
February 26, 2020, at 7:30 P.M. at the
Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at which
time you may appear if you wish to be
heard with respect to this application. The
documents and plans in support of this
project are available for inspection at the
office of the planning board at the Borough
Hall during normal business hours.
Price, Meese, Shulman & D’Arminio, P.C.

Attorneys for T-Mobile Northeast LLC
By:  Gregory D. Meese, Esq.

1 T - 02/13/20, The Times Fee: $38.25

Presidents’ Day: An Opportunity
To Look at Our Past and Future

Will Loosening Affiliation Rules
Boost Primary Election Turnouts?

Presidents’ Day, while inspired by George Wash-
ington, today also honors all those who have held
America’s highest office. Since 1789, when Wash-
ington first took the oath as chief executive, the
country has been governed by individuals chosen by
its citizens. Over a span of 231 years, 45 presidents
have guided the United States from a fledgling,
newly-independent republic to the most powerful
among nations on the world stage.

The federal holiday commemorates the Febru-
ary 22 birthday of Washington, an event first
nationally observed in 1885. The day also eventu-
ally came to embrace Lincoln, whose birthday is
February 12, and all other American presidents.
Presidents’ Day is celebrated annually on the third
Monday in February.

The office of President of the United States has
been occupied by men of diverse backgrounds,
beliefs and policies over the course of our union’s
history. They emerged from the aristocracy, the
middle class and the poorest of origins; their lead-
ership skills forged and tested during wars and
conflicts both overseas and at home. American
presidents enabled liberty to triumph over tyranny,
emancipated those in bondage, and championed
civil rights. While not every president achieved
equal success, and some saw their legacies tainted,
each administration represents a thread in the fab-
ric of our country, and each led the United States
toward the next chapter in its evolution as a society.

Unfortunately, the holiday is often viewed more
today as a long weekend and retail boon than it is a

tribute to the founders, shapers and guardians of our
democracy. We believe that Presidents’ Day is an
ideal occasion to reflect on how our commanders in
chief have collectively helped to mold our republic,
and to initiate age-appropriate discussions about
these leaders with our children. The three-day week-
end may even afford opportunities to visit area
historic sites linked to our nation’s presidents.

This year, many young people will be voting in
a Presidential Primary and General Election for the
very first time. Between the historic impeachment
saga surrounding President Donald Trump and the
current Congress, and the crowded field of Demo-
cratic Presidential hopefuls vying for their party’s
nod, even seasoned voters have had a lot to digest
lately. It likely will be even more daunting for
novice voters to sort out, even those who already
have an interest in government, and the political
climate will no doubt remain intense through the
remainder of the year.

In addition to engaging our youth in conversa-
tions about past presidents and their respective
places in the American story, we encourage par-
ents to talk with their children and grandchildren
about the current president and those seeking to
succeed him — a candidate lineup reflecting a
broader demographic range than ever before in
our nation’s history. Those of voting age will soon
help to choose the man or woman who will lead us
nationally and internationally for the next four to
eight years, and such dialogues can guide them in
making the most informed choice they can.

Although the filing deadline for the state’s June
2 Primary Election is not until Monday, March 30,
it looks like there will be a line of candidates
running against the Union County Democratic Or-
ganization line. As is the case every year, three seats
on the Freeholder board are up in 2020; this year
those seats are held by Angel Estrada, Chris Hudak
and Angela Garretson. Mr. Estrada is not seeking
reelection after many years on the board. Reports
are that Lourdes Leon, a tenured school administra-
tor from Elizabeth, has been chosen to run in Mr.
Estrada’s place.

A new group, calling itself the New Jersey Pro-
gressive Democrats of Union County, or NJPD-UC,
says it will run its own line of freeholder candidates
this year — Justin O’hea, Aissa Heath and Hector
Meneses, Jr. In a press release issued to this newspa-
per, the group is critical of the county Democratic
organization (please see article on page 2). Demo-
crats have held all nine seats on the board since 1998.
In quotes attributed to Mr. Meneses, he uses words
like “cronyism” and “corruption of the Union County
political game” and the “(Democratic Party) ma-
chine” in describing the Union County Democratic
Organization.

There have been lines that ran against the organi-

zation line before, but they never fare that well in
Primaries, as only a small percentage of registered
voters participate. Last year, nine candidates com-
peted in the Democratic Primary. Of the two losing
slates, one slate received between 5,286 and 5,885
votes, or less than 7 percent of the total vote, while
another group received 1,000 votes less. The orga-
nization line candidates garnered between 17,000
and 17,600 votes each.

While there may be another battle over the future
leadership of the party between current Union County
Democratic Chairman Nicholas Scutari and
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr down the road, Mayor
Mahr and other Democratic mayors who supported
her will surely support the organization line when it
comes to freeholder candidates and others like the
county clerk and sheriff.

We would like to see more voters coming out in
Primary Elections. But that will not occur when an
unaffiliated voter becomes a registered Democrat or
Republican just by voting in a primary. Why not let
unaffiliated voters have the option to vote once
while remaining unaffiliated?

We encourage the Progressive and Republican
candidates to attend freeholder meetings and ask
questions.
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Westfield Board Of Health Met Feb. 3,
Health Discussed Re Coronavirus

In response to the recognized dan-
gers to children of using electronic
smoking devices (ESDs), the Board
unanimously passed ordinance no. 1-
2020 to specifically regulate the sale
of these devices in town. The new
ordinance, now chapter 8 of the Board
of Health Code and available on the
Westfield Regional Health Department
website https://www.westfieldnj.gov/
health, includes the following:

1) Only retail ESD establish-
ments licensed by the Board of Health
shall sell such devices and its compo-
nents.

2) No retail establishment shall
sell ESDs or its components if the
business also holds a retail food, motor
oil or liquor license.

3) No one under the age of 21
is allowed entry into or may be em-
ployed in a retail ESD establishment.

4) No person shall sell, distrib-
ute or give an ESD or its components
to any person under the age of 21
years.

5) No new retail ESD estab-
lishment shall be located within 500
feet of any school or public recre-
ational facility.

6) A retail ESD may not dis-
tribute any samples of ESDs or its
components.

7) The new ordinance will take
effect in late April.

One restaurant had its fourth rating
of conditionally satisfactory in
less than three years and was the sub-
ject of a board hearing. The
restaurant’s owner stated that he
would improve
supervisory procedures and imple-
ment changes. A four-day suspension
of the food license was held in abey-
ance and shall be implemented for
any rating less than satisfactory dur-
ing the next two years. The restaurant
was satisfactory on reinspection.

The board discussed the emergence
of 2019 novel Coronavirus and the
preparations underway. The Health
Department will follow the guidance
of the New Jersey Department of
Health. Since Coronavirus infection
can mimic influenza, which is wide-
spread in the state, we urge all resi-
dents to be vaccinated against the flu.
Good health habits, like covering your
cough, washing your hands and stay-
ing home from school or work when
sick, can also help stop the spread of
germs and prevent respiratory ill-
nesses. Residents can find informa-
tion on Coronavirus, influenza and
local flu vaccination sites at the health

department’s website https://
www.westfieldnj.gov/health in the
health promotion tab.

A few community members ex-
pressed their opinions about the
board’s efforts to best protect chil-
dren from communicable vaccine-
preventable diseases. Vaccines have
been remarkably effective in lessen-
ing infectious diseases and deaths
and have even eradicated diseases.
Therefore, the Board and the Health
Department will continue to pursue
and promote science-based vaccina-
tion policies, including school-based
vaccination requirements for children.

The board also honored Thomas
K. O’Neill, a 19-year member and
former president and vice-president
of the Board of Health, for his dedica-
tion and work on behalf of the town.

Information about all of the Health
Department’s activities, including
helpful health-related advice and rec-
ommendations, such as concerning e-
cigarettes and gun safety, and free
education programs is available
at https://www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. Recent topics in the
department’s monthly
newsletter, Your Health Matters, in-
clude heart disease prevention, teen
dating violence prevention and den-
tal health. It is available on the
department’s website in the February
newsletter tab. You can sign up to
receive Health Department informa-
tion through https://
www.westfieldnj.gov/townupdates.

The complete minutes of the Feb-
ruary 3 meeting will be posted after
review and approval at our Monday,
March 2 meeting, which starts at 5:30
p.m. in the municipal building. The
public is invited to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Board of Health

Letters to the EditorThis Year’s Debacle Of The Iowa’s
Democrat Primary Vote Count

The fact that Iowa gets courted for a
year by candidates, this year by doz-
ens of Democratic candidates, and the
fact that so much emphasis is given to
one night’s outcome of a state that is
completely unrepresentative of the
Democratic Party’s demographics at
large, is absolutely bizarre and totally
ridiculous. I have a novel idea. Why
not have every state vote in a primary
on the same day, just like every other
election? This overzealous solicita-
tion of one state, Iowa, is not the way
to pick a party’s nominee.

Ironically, I think what happened
in Iowa, the fact that they couldn’t
identify a winner well into the next
day, is actually the best antidote to
this antiquated process. Now at least
the candidates can head into New
Hampshire and campaign where
people actually vote, not where they
run around gymnasiums like high
schoolers trying to get people on their
team. I heard some T.V. pundits char-
acterize a caucus as heartwarming
and romantic. It’s neither of those
things. It is outmoded, outdated, and
in my opinion highly destructive as it
identifies a candidate on one first
night by a process that is just com-
pletely undemocratic.

What if South Carolina, a state that
has a high African-American Demo-
cratic voter base, was the first state
and had a caucus? Who would almost
certainly be coming on top then? My
guess would say that it would be Joe
Biden. If that were the case, I am
quite sure that Bernie Sanders, Mr.
“Oh the system is rigged and it’s not
fair” would be shouting from the high-
est rooftop. And you know what? He
would be right. It isn’t fair. But the
same applies to Iowa for candidates
like Biden.

No one state should get that much
attention and that much weight to
pick a nominee in a crucial upcoming

election.
Let’s see what happens with Super

Tuesday, which is far more of a repre-
sentative group of states that encom-
passes the spectrum of a more bal-
anced demographic. With its high
number of southern states and Afri-
can-American voters, we might see
the race turn in another direction.
New Jersey is almost last on the pri-
mary calendar, which means that most
of the time we don’t even have the
opportunity to vote for our favorite
candidate because Iowa, New Hamp-
shire and Super Tuesday carry so
much weight that by the time we get
to New Jersey in June, our first choice
candidate might have been forced to
shutter their operation. How fair is
that? It is not.

Hopefully this year’s debacle in
Iowa might serve as an impetus to
finally face some facts, the most im-
portant being that a caucus rather
than an actually vote is a totally inept
process and we should have no more
courting one solitary state for a year.

Enough with Iowa and enough with
caucuses. Caucuses do not give every
citizen the right to vote for their can-
didate. Maybe you cannot show up
because you have a chronic illness,
maybe you’re disabled, maybe you
have to work at night, maybe you just
don’t feel like acting like a cheer-
leader in the bleachers. Or maybe you
just want to write your vote in or pull
back the curtain in a voting booth,
pick your candidate and go home.

I hope this year’s debacle serves as
an opportunity to end caucuses and
end Iowa standing alone being the
first state in the process. It is not fair,
not democratic and most importantly,
not reflective of the true voice of the
people.

Karen Egert
Springfield

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting held on
February 6, 2020 the Board memorialized
the following Resolution:

Naromie Louis-Baltazar, 1975 Valley
Avenue, Block 1902, Lot 15.01, was ap-
proved to construct a second floor addi-
tion above the existing garage at the afore-
mentioned property.

A copy of said Resolution has been filed
in the office of the Board and/or the office
of the Municipal Clerk and is available for
public inspection during regular business
hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 02/13/20, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting held on
February 6, 2020 the Board memorialized
the following Resolutions:

Vincent K. Loughlin, Esq., an attorney
of the State of New Jersey with the Loughlin
Law Firm, 838 East Second Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, was appointed Attor-
ney to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for
the period effective from January 1, 2020
to December 31, 2020.

Ferriero Engineering, Inc., 180 Main
Street, Chester, New Jersey, was ap-
pointed Consulting Engineer to the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment for the period
effective from January 1, 2020 to Decem-
ber 31, 2020.

Neglia Engineering Associates, 200
Central Avenue, Suite 102, Mountainside,
New Jersey 07092, was appointed Con-
sulting Planner to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment for the period effective from
January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020.

Copies of said Resolutions have been
filed in the office of the Board and/or the
office of the Municipal Clerk and are avail-
able for public inspection during regular
business hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 02/13/20, The Times Fee: $30.09PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2156

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
IN ORDER TO EXPAND THE
BOARD OF THE DISTRICT
MANAGEMENT CORPORA-
TION OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
February 11, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 02/13/20, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2157

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISH-
ING THE WESTFIELD AC-
CESS AND INCLUSIVITY
COUNCIL FOR THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
February 11, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 02/13/20, The Leader Fee: $17.34

A Mayor Who Cares
How refreshing it was to see our

Mayor Karlovitch along with Chief
Zimmerman at our Senior Citizens
Club meeting. Mayor Karlovitch was
engaging with club members and
calming their fear that the senior citi-
zens club would be displaced based
on opening the building to other fac-
ets of our community. Mayor
Karlovitch said unequivocally that
will not happen, all senior citizen
protocols will remain.

Later at the club meeting when it
was open to the public Mayor
Karlovitch spoke of the importance
and the valuable assets of the senior
citizens in Kenilworth. Their wisdom
and life experiences enrich our com-
munity.

At one point one of our senior
citizens got verbally aggressive to-
wards Mayor Karlovitch. The Mayor
responded with kindness and under-
standing.

Thank you Mayor Karlovitch for
being here today and it shows that
you are a Mayor for ALL the people
in Kenilworth. Let the Lord be at your
side.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco Invites
All To Saturday Breakfast

Attention all Garwood residents and
business owners! I hope you will join
me at my “Breakfast with the Mayor”
event on Saturday, February 29 from
10 a.m. to noon at Borough Hall, 403
South Avenue. Since I launched a
new initiative for 2020 called, “Small
Town, Open for Business,” I have
invited guests, Carol Kearney,
Garwood business and industry liai-
son, along with Gene Jannotti, execu-

tive director of the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce. They
will be present to speak about their
roles and to answer questions.

Residents and business owners alike
are invited to come to ask questions,
share ideas, or even just to say hello.
This free event includes bagels, do-
nuts, coffee, and juice.

As always, I value an open line of
communication between any
Garwood community member and the
local government. I am always avail-
able by email at
STodisco@garwood.org or phone at
(908) 377-7890. Hope to see you on
February 29!

Sara Todisco
Garwood Mayor

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF
TOWNSHIP COUNCIL QUORUM

CENSUS 2020 COMPLETE
COUNT INFORMATION SESSION

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that a quorum of the members of the Scotch
Plains Township Council, will be in atten-
dance for a 2020 Census information ses-
sion and town hall meeting on Thursday,
February 20, 2020 at 7:00pm at Saint
John’s Baptist Church (2387 Morse Av-
enue).

 The event is being organized and run by
the Scotch Plains Census Complete Count
Committee. The event will help prepare
residents in advance of receiving their
census questionnaires in mid to late March.
Everyone from the public is invited to at-
tend.

No formal action will be taken by the
Township Council at this information ses-
sion.

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 02/13/20, The Times Fee: $23.97
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The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

– Obituaries – Robert Guididas,
Bank President

Bob Guididas’ door was always
open and he wanted nothing more
than to be surrounded by the people
he loved. There was never a
question of whether someone could
come over for dinner, stay the night,
or just move in if they needed time
to sort things out. Friends and
neighbors would often walk
through his front door without even
knocking. Everything Bob had was
meant to be shared, and sharing
with others was what made him
happiest – other than being on his
boat, of course. Robert “Bob”
Guididas was a kind, generous,
adventurous man who worked his
way up through the banking
industry and raised a large, loving
family. He was so proud of all the
kids and grandkids and was quick
to show off family pictures.

Bob passed away February 1, of
heart failure. He was 65 years old.
Bob was born on Ash Wednesday,
March 3, 1954, and grew up in
Westfield, N.J., surrounded by his
brothers and sisters. He attended Holy
Trinity for grammar and high school.
Even as a child, his mother says Bob
was calm and very laid back.

Bob graduated from Dayton
University with a bachelor’s degree
in accounting, and went on to earn
his master’s degree from Cleveland
State University. He worked in
insurance at Chicago Fidelity, then
at the Hartford Insurance Company,
first in Denver, Colorado, and then
was promoted to a position in
Cleveland, Ohio.

He then left for a management
training program at  Central
National Bank, and from there, held
nearly every position in banking.
Bob said he loved that through
banking, he could help people
improve their lives.

But the weather in Ohio was cold,
and Bob relished in his vacations
to Florida so much that he decided
to move here.

He started with Southeast Bank in
Coral Springs, then moved to Naples
as Vice President of Commercial
Lending. From there, Bob became
the President of Bank of Naples.
After it was sold, he founded from
the ground up Community Bank of
Naples, where he served as President
and CEO. After years of success
there, the bank was sold to RBC.

Years later, a group of local
investors had bought back the Bank
of Naples name, and Bob knew it
was something he wanted to be a
part of. In 2005, he once again
became the Bank of Naples
President and CEO. In an interview

with Florida Weekly, Bob said that
his goal was not to create the
biggest bank in town, but the best
in town. “It’s really a people’s bank,
and that’s my focus,” he said at the
time. Bob retired in 2010.

Bob was a proud Eagle Scout
who loved volunteering, and was a
part  of  many organizations,
including the Leadership Collier
class of 1993, Greater Naples
Chamber of Commerce, the Collier
Building Industry Association, the
Economic Development Council,
the YMCA and the Collier County
Affordable Housing Commission.

In particular, he loved volunteering
at the Naples Therapeutic Riding
Center, where he would help children
with physical, mental and health
issues ride horses.

Bob was an avid traveler and
took his family to faraway places
like Ireland, Argentina and Brazil,
or places close to home, like
camping in the Ten Thousand
Islands and the Keys.

Bob was happiest when he was
on his boat, taking friends and
family out for a ride. He also was
very physically active,  and
frequently went skiing, scuba
diving and played golf, racquetball
and basketball.

Bob will be remembered for his
kindness, fun spirit and for always
giving help to those who needed it.

Bob leaves behind so many loved
ones, including his mother, Helen
Guididas; his wife, Ann; his children,
Daniel, Megan Dimeo (Joel) and
Timothy (Ashley); stepdaughters,
Michele Ross (Tom) and Susan
Fenimore (Mark); his ex-wife,
MariBeth; his siblings and their
spouses, Edward (Mary Lou), James
(Diane), William (Elizabeth), Nancy
Kinney (Brian) and Jean Landergan
(Thomas); his grandchildren,
Benjamin, Hailey, Jane, Charlotte,
Saige and Alexander, and many nieces
and nephews. He was preceded in
death by his father, Edward Guididas,
and his nephew, Russell Kinney.

The memorial service was held
at Fuller Funeral Home at 1625
Pine Ridge Road, Naples, Florida,
on Friday, February 7, from 6 to 8
p.m. There was a celebration of his
life directly following the memorial
service at Harold’s Place in the
Meeting Room. The Mass was held
on Saturday, February 8, at 10:30
a.m., at Saint Ann Catholic Church,
985 Third Street South, Naples.

In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made to the American Heart
Association.

February 13, 2020

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

 IIt’s your Library …  

make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street   

Westfield, NJ  07090  

 

For more information on programs, visit 

www.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 908.789.4090 

option 0.  

History Comes Alive  

at the Westfield Memorial Library! 

Critically Acclaimed 

Film of the American                  

Freedom Fighter Harriet 

Tubman in “Harriet” 
Tuesday, February 25 at 2:30 pm 

Keith Henley Portrays First 

Man at the North Pole 

Matthew Henson 
Wednesday, February 19 at 7:00 pm 

Historian Erik Burro        

Presents Clio, Westfield’s 

World War I Monument              

Saturday, February 29 at 2:00 pm 

It’s your Library …  

make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street   

Westfield, NJ  07090  

www.wmlnj.org 

 

History Comes Alive  

at the Westfield Memorial Library! 

RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.

"40+ Years Experience"

CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer

Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor

• Divorce • Domestic Violence
• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases

• Civil Litigation • Business Disputes

53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090

(908) 232-8787
kaplowlaw@aol.com     richardjkaplow.com

William L. Griffin, Veteran of USMC;
Devoted to Country, Faith and Family

William L. Griffin

William Laurence Griffin, of New
Providence, N.J., passed away on
Saturday, February 8,
2020. Visitation was
held at Dooley Colo-
nial Funeral Home in
Westfield on Tuesday,
February 11, from 3 to
7 p.m. The funeral
mass was held on
Wednesday, February
12, at the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic
Church, at 10:30 a.m.
Interment was private
at Fairview Cemetery.
For information or to
send condolences,
please visi t
dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.

William Griffin was born in
Dorchester, Mass., to Alice Goodale
Griffin and her husband. He was a
resident of Westfield for 43 years.
He was the beloved husband of Jane
(Butler) Griffin, loving father of
Gail Ryan and her husband, Timo-
thy (Monroe Township, N.J.), Su-
san Miller and her husband, Russell
(La Jolla, Calif.), and William Grif-
fin III and his wife, Michelle (Sun
Valley, Idaho). He was the cher-
ished grandfather of Elizabeth and

Jonathan Miller, Brendan, Patrick
and Kaelin Ryan, Avery, Alexan-

dria and William Grif-
fin IV.

He was a graduate of
M.I.T. and attended
Yale University on an
Atomic Energy Fellow-
ship, receiving a Mas-
ters’ Degree in Chemi-
cal Engineering. He
served his country in the
United States Marine
Corps in Military Intel-
ligence during the Ko-
rean War.

All his life, he was an
avid BoSox fan and fol-
lowed them intensely,

culminating in four World Series
Championships.

William, our dad and husband,
was limitless in his love for country,
faith and family. His intellectual
capacity, moral compass and un-
conditional love illuminated the
world for all who knew him.

In lieu of flowers, please make a
donation to The Catholic League
(CatholicLeague.org) or The Marine
Corps Heritage Foundation
(marineheritage.org).

February 13, 2020

MIND YOUR BEESWAX...Members of the Garden Club of Westfield gather at
the home of Nancy Brandt on January 23 to make beeswax food wraps, a natural
alternative to plastic wrap. The wax-covered cloth creates a seal with the warmth
of one’s hands and is washable and reusable. Pictured, from left to right, are: Jane
Manniello, Nicole Harding-Ozturan, Nancy Brandt, Margaret Allen, Maryann
Dolling, Merrilyn Crane and Miyuki Dellarso.

Wednesday Morning Club
Highlights Multiple Events

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club has announced its
schedule of upcoming activities.

The American Arts and Crafts
Department will meet on Tuesday,
February 18, at 10 a.m., at the
Cranford Community Center. The
center is located at 220 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford. Member Brenda
Flahault will introduce Debbie
Murray from the Cranford Garden
Club. Ms. Murray will teach
attendees about the best growing
conditions for succulent plants and
will help each person assemble a
window plant arrangement to enjoy
at home. All the plants and supplies
will be available to participants.
Questions should be directed to
Department Chairperson Joan Davis.

The Literature Department will
meet at the home of Sue Driscoll
on Monday, February 24, at 1 p.m.
Ms. Driscoll will lead a discussion
of the book “Minutes of Glory:
And Other Stories” by Ngugi wa
Thiong’o. Mr. Thiong’o is a
Kenyan writer and academic who
has won many honors for his work.

Those planning to attend are asked
to call Ms. Driscoll.

Wednesday Morning Club Co-
Presidents Sue Driscoll and Marie
Mastorakis will welcome guest
speaker Joanne H. Rajoppi to the
club’s business meeting on
Wednesday, March 4, at 10 a.m. It
will take place at the Cranford
Community Center. Ms. Rajoppi is
the first woman county clerk in the
154-year history of Union County.
She also is an author and has
received praise for her book
“Northern Women in the Aftermath
of the Civil War: The Wives and
Daughters of the Brunswick Boys.”
It is the story of the women of one
New Jersey family as they overcame
personal tragedy and navigated the
social, political and economic
complexities of post-Civil War
America. The public is invited.

The club reminds members that
non-perishable food items are being
collected at its meetings. These
items will be donated to the food
bank.

For more information about the
Wednesday Morning Club, contact
Co-Vice Presidents Carolyn Moran
at (908) 233-5635 or by email at
caromm@comcast.net or Sandi
Jacobs at (908) 317-5256 or by
email at sandij301@gmail.com.

LET’S SWING...Swingadelic will open the Weiss Family Jazz Series for 2020 at
the Westfield Memorial Library on Saturday, February 22, at 2 p.m., with “The
Music of Ella Fitzgerald.”

This Week in Westfield Rotary
Breakfast with the Bands 

This year the event, Breakfast with the Bands will be held on 
Saturday, February 29th at Westfield High School Cafeteria 
from 8 a.m. to noon. According to Joe Mindak who is chairing 
the breakfast, band ensembles from Westfield High School and 
the intermediate schools will be performing exclusively during a 
catered breakfast served by Rotarians with the assistance of 
members of the Westfield High School Interact Club.

Tickets are $10 for the breakfast and performances. They are 
available from members of the Rotary Club, the Interact Club 
and at the door on February 29th. For further information, 
contact Joe Mindak o ce at 201-410-8282 or joe@hmag.com

This article graciously sponsored by:

Mary Ellen O’Boyle Jayson M. Astel CFP®, AAMS®

 Financial Advisor

Arthur O. Hellander, Navy Veteran Of
WW II, Equitable Life Vice President

Library Events to Spotlight
PowerPoint, Explorer, Jazz

Keith Henley

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will feature di-
verse programming during Febru-
ary, including a PowerPoint class, a
history program and jazz. The li-
brary is located at 550 East Broad
Street. It will be closed on Monday,
February 17, for Presidents’ Day.

On Tuesday, February
18, from 10 a.m. to noon,
instructor Karen Camden
will present “Microsoft
Power Point 2010: A Ba-
sic Overview.” In this
hands-on class, students
will become familiar with
the features that are de-
signed to build expert pre-
sentations. The prerequi-
sites are keyboarding
skills and a comfort level
navigating Windows. At-
tendees are welcome to
bring a thumb drive to save
their presentations.

To celebrate Black History
Month, historical interpreter Keith
Henley and the American Histori-
cal Theatre will present navigator
and explorer Matthew Henson on
Wednesday, February 19, at 7 p.m.

Although he traveled throughout
the northern hemisphere and is ac-
knowledged as the first man to
reach the North Pole, Henson’s ac-
complishments were overshad-
owed by his colleague, Commander
Robert Perry.

After graduating from South
Carolina State College, Mr. Henley
studied theatre education at
Camden County College. He is the
artistic director and choreographer
for the Folkloric Heritage Culture
Arts Company Inc.

The Weiss Family Jazz Series

for 2020 opens with Swingadelic
presenting “The Music of Ella
Fitzgerald” on Saturday, February
22, at 2 p.m. The snow date is
Wednesday, May 20, at 7 p.m. The
Weiss Family Jazz Series was es-
tablished with a bequest to the
Westfield Memorial Library Foun-

dation in memory of
longtime library pa-
trons and jazz lovers
Joseph and Dorothy
Weiss.

Sometimes referred
to as the Queen of Jazz,
Ella Fitzgerald be-
came the first African-
American woman to
win a Grammy Award
in 1958. Outside of her
solo career, her part-
nerships with Louis
Armstrong, Duke
Ellington and The Ink
Spots produced her

best-known songs, among them
“Dream a Little Dream of Me,”
“Cheek to Cheek,” and “It Don’t
Mean a Thing (If It Ain’t Got that
Swing”).

Swingadelic began in 1998 as
the neo-swing movement was crest-
ing. Upright bassist Dave Post gath-
ered his jazz- and blues-playing
friends together to play engage-
ments at New York City’s Supper
Club, Swing 46, and Windows on
the World, the restaurant formerly
atop the World Trade Center. They
have performed at Lincoln Center’s
Midsummer Night Swing and
NJPAC. Every Monday night they
play at Swing 46 in New York City
as a 10-piece “little big band.”

The library show will feature John
Bauer on keyboard and vocals; David
Longworth, drums; Dave Post, bass,
and Vanessa Perea, vocalist.

These events are free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and MU-
RAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus li-
braries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Librar-
ies. To see if one’s library is a MURAL
participant, check the Westfield Me-
morial Library website, wmlnj.org.

To register for any of the upcom-
ing programs, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090; visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

Coming This May

Our 48th

Annual Edition

To reserve your space
Contact Jeff Gruman,

Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com

This Is
Westfield

Arthur O. Hellander, 93, of Lake-
land, Fla., died on Friday, February
7, 2020.

Mr. Hellander was born February
10, 1926 in Fargo, North Dakota,
and graduated from North Dakota
State University in Fargo. He en-
listed in the Navy in January 1944
and served in the South Pacific. He
was discharged in February 1946.

He joined the Equitable Life As-
surance Society after graduation from
college and spent his entire career
with the Equitable. He served in of-
fices in Sioux Falls, S.D., Syracuse,
N.Y., and Richmond, Va., before be-
ing transferred to New York in 1953.
He retired in 1981 as an Equitable
Vice President.

He was a communicant at the
Church of the Resurrection in Lake-

land, Fla., and the Holy Trinity Church
in Westfield, N.J., and was a member
of the Knights of Columbus.

Since 1991, Mr. Hellander has spent
summers at his summer home on East
Caroga Lake, New York, and was a
member of the Nick Stoner golf
course.

He was preceded in 2004 by his
wife of 53 years, the former Ruth
Johnson, also from North Dakota; in
2010 by his second son, John Charles,
and in 2019 by his great-grandson,
Kieran John. He is survived by five
children, Richard, Mary, Jean, James
and Robert, and 12 grandchildren.

Burial will be in North Dakota.
Condolences may be sent to the

family at
www.heathfuneralchapel.com.
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Susan Lederman

Hist. Soc. to Celebrate 100th
Year of Women’s Suffrage

WESTFIELD — As part of the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series, Susan
Lederman, Ph.D., will discuss “100
Years of the Women’s Vote” on March
4. The event will begin
with check-in at 11:45
a.m. at Ferraro’s
Restaurant, second
floor, located at 14 Elm
Street, Westfield.
Elevator access is
available.

The program will
highlight March as
Women’s History
Month and honor the
100th anniversary of
the 19th Amendment
granting women the
right to vote. Ms.
Lederman will take
her audience through
significant  events that  have
occurred since 1920 while women
have had the right to vote.

Ms. Lederman is Professor
Emerita of Public Administration at
Kean University. She served as
director of Kean’s Master of Public
Administration Program and had
been on the faculty at the university
since 1977. Additionally, Ms.
Lederman is a past president of the
League of Women Voters of the
United States, and served as president
of the New Jersey League of Women
Voters. She also has served on
multiple New Jersey and national
public policy commissions, among
them the New Jersey Election Law
Enforcement Commission. She is
coauthor of the book “Elections in
America: Control and Influence in
Democratic Politics.”

Ms. Lederman holds an A.B. degree

in Political Science from the
University of Michigan and a Master
of Arts and Ph.D. in Political Science
from Rutgers University. She was born
in Bratislava, Slovakia, and

immigrated with her
family to the United
States in 1948.

To make a
reservation, email
westfieldhistoricalsociety
@gmail.com or call (908)
654-1794 before Friday,
February 28. Attendees
are asked to advise if there
are special dietary needs.
The luncheon fee of $35
for Westfield Historical
Society members and $40
for non-members
includes a three-course
meal, coffee/tea and
gratuity.

 The luncheon fee should be paid in
advance (check payable to Westfield
Historical Society) by mailing to:
Westfield Historical Society, P.O. Box
613, Westfield, N.J. 07091, or online
at westfieldhistoricalsociety.org/
registration. Payments should be
received by Friday prior to the
luncheon. Westfield Historical
Society memberships also will be
available at the luncheon.

Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-
profit Westfield Historical Society
has worked to preserve, interpret and
encourage interest in history,
Westfield and its residents through
educational efforts and community
outreach programs.

For more information on the
Westfield Historical Society and its
events, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and like
the organization on Facebook.

TEST YOUR TRIVIA...The College Woman’s Club of Westfield is gearing up for
its Second Annual Trivia Night fundraiser benefiting its scholarship fund. It will
take place on Saturday, February 29, at 7 p.m., in Hamersley Hall at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Westfield. Pictured are winning team members of the 2019
trivia event.

College Women to Present
Trivia Night Benefit Feb. 29
WESTFIELD — The College

Woman’s Club of Westfield (CWC)
invites area residents to test their trivia
skills at the club’s Second Annual
Trivia Night fundraiser on Saturday,
February 29, starting at 7 p.m. It will
be held in Hamersley Hall at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, located at 414 East
Broad Street, Westfield.

This event is open to the public and
all are welcome. It includes dinner,
drinks, a silent auction and trivia
contest hosted by Joe Trivia.

The ticket price is $75 per person.

Online registration is preferred.
Checks will be accepted with paper
registration. More details and
registration can be found at
cwc lubwes t f i e ld .o rg / even t s .
Interested persons are asked to RSVP
by Saturday, February 22.

Proceeds from this event will
benefit the CWC scholarship fund.
To read more about the CWC and
learn what the club does, check out its
website, cwclubwestfield.org/about-
us/. Anyone with questions may
contact cwc.westfield@gmail.com.

FUMC Westfield Announces
Upcoming Pastoral Changes

Rev. William M. Williams, III Rev. Alison VanBuskirk Philip

WESTFIELD — The Reverend
William M. Williams, III of the First
United Methodist Church Westfield
has been appointed to serve as the
new District Superintendent of United
Methodist Church in Gateway North
District, effective July 1, 2020.

“FUMC extends its sincerest
thanks to Reverend Williams and
his family, Joyce, Julia, William,
IV, and James, for their faithful lead-
ership in our church over the last
two years and excitement for Rev.
Williams as he moves into this new
position in July,” read a statement
from FUMC Westfield.

Much has been accomplished and
put into motion since Reverend
Williams began his ministry at
FUMC Westfield, according to the
church, including the development
of vibrant children’s and youth pro-

grams, the revitalization of Wesley
Hall, the development and imple-
mentation of a strategic plan that
has created new and exciting op-
portunities for FUMC Westfield
members, and growing and devel-
oping the church’s footprint within
the local community.

“FUMC Westfield looks forward
to expanding on these exciting de-
velopments under the leadership of
Reverend Alison VanBuskirk Philip,
who has been appointed by Bishop
John R. Schol as the new senior
pastor, effective July 1, 2020,” the
church statement noted.

Reverend Philip currently is pas-
tor at the Franklin Lakes United
Methodist Church. She graduated
from Princeton Theological Semi-
nary with her Master of Divinity in
2015. Her ministries and coursework
focused on spirituality, mission,
preaching and pastoral care.

Prior to entering the seminary,
Pastor Philip worked in New York
City with an interfaith organization
focused on 9/11 recovery, and later
with World Day of Prayer. Along
the way, she has received training in
coaching in spiritual direction. Her
writings have been published in mul-
tiple books and magazines.

“While change is always diffi-
cult, our church is full of gratitude
for all that Reverend Williams and
his family have given to FUMC,
and excitement to welcome Pastor
Alison and her family in July!,” the
church statement concluded.

FUMC Westfield holds worship
every Sunday, at 10 a.m., with Fellow-
ship Time following worship at 11
a.m. The church building is located at
1 East Broad Street, Westfield. For
more information about FUMC, visit
the church online at fumcwestfield.org,
on Facebook (FUMC Westfield) or on
Instagram (fumcwestfield).

Synagogue Program to Offer
Analysis of Israeli Elections
SCOTCH PLAINS — Congre-

gation Beth Israel and Develop-
ment Corporation for Israel/Israel
Bonds will jointly present “Analy-
sis of the Israeli Elections” on
Thursday, March 5, at 7:30 p.m., at
the synagogue. This program is free
and open to the community. Re-
freshments will follow the discus-
sion.

Ralph Nurnberger, Ph.D., an ex-
pert in Middle East government
and foreign policy, will be the guest
lecturer. Mr. Nurnberger weaves
humor, current political insights
and historical background into his
presentations.

This timely program will be held
three days after the State of Israel
holds a third national election on
March 2, following two close races
in which incumbent Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and opposition
leader Benny Gantz were unable to
create coalitions necessary to form
the country’s next government. Mr.
Nurnberger will discuss the results
and implications of Israel’s unprec-
edented third election.

Following Mr. Nurnberger’s lec-
ture, David Brown, registered rep-
resentative of Israel Bonds, will
present an overview of Israel Bonds
and explain how they can be used
to diversify one’s asset portfolio.

“Israel is the only democracy in
the Middle East, but its election
process is somewhat foreign to
Americans,” said Jess Geller, chair

of the Israel Bond Committee at
Congregation Beth Israel. “This is
a great opportunity for Americans
to understand how Israelis choose
their leaders. It is also a great way
for Americans to learn how Israel
Bonds helps support the State of
Israel, regardless of which politi-
cal party is in power.”

While the event is free to attend,
RSVPs by Monday, March 2, are
encouraged. To RSVP or for more
information, contact David Brown
at David.Brown@Israelbonds.com
or (973) 712-1404. Congregation
Beth Israel is located at 18 Shalom
Way, at the corner of Martine Av-
enue, in Scotch Plains.

Development Corporation for Is-
rael/Israel Bonds ranks among
Israel’s most valued economic and
strategic resources, with a record
of proven success spanning nearly
70 years. Praised for its depend-
ability, the Bonds organization has
helped build every sector of Israel’s
economy.

Partnering in Israel’s success
story through investment in Israel
Bonds is global in scope. World-
wide sales have exceeded $43 bil-
lion since the first bonds were is-
sued in 1951.

Proceeds from the sale of Israel
Bonds have played a decisive role
in Israel’s rapid evolution into a
groundbreaking, global leader in
high-tech, greentech and biotech.
Israel Bonds is a FINRA member.

Garwood Library Reveals
Schedule For February

GARWOOD — The Garwood Pub-
lic Library has announced programs
taking place during the second half of
February. Visitors are advised that
the library will be closed on Monday,
February 17, for Presidents’ Day.

Brixology, comprising eight
classes, began on February 5 and
continues on Wednesdays, at 3 p.m.,
through March 25. Kids in grades 2
to 6 use LEGO bricks to build a
different engineering project in each
class. Registration is required and
classes are limited to 15 participants.

LEGO Club will meet today, Thurs-
day, February 13, and again on Thurs-
day, February 27, at 3 p.m. both days.
Youngsters ages 4 to 12 can build
whatever comes to mind. Some Lego
creations will be displayed in the li-
brary showcase. Registration is re-
quired by phone or in person. There is
a limit of 15 children per session.

The Pipsqueak Players will make
an appearance during Toddler Story
Time on February 19. Toddler Story
Time, for newborns through age 4,
meets on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.
Featured activities include stories,
songs, bubbles and more. No regis-
tration is required.

Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) will
be presented next Thursday, Febru-
ary 20, from 10 a.m. to noon. Union
County Division on Aging staff will
assist senior citizens age 60 and
older or their caregivers with infor-
mation on services such as meal
delivery, respite care, adult day care

and support services for caregivers.
The Monday Afternoon Book

Club will meet at 1 p.m. on Febru-
ary 24 to discuss “The Buccaneers”
by Edith Wharton. No registration
is required.

The Garwood Public Library is lo-
cated at 411 Third Avenue. For more
information and to register for pro-
grams, call (908) 789-1670. Infor-
mation on library programs also can
be found online at youseemore.com/
garwood.

WCC Dinner Dance
Set For February 22
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Community Center (WCC) will hold
its Fourth Annual Dinner Dance
Fundraiser on Saturday, February 22,
as part of its celebration of Black
History Month.

The festivities will take place from
7 to 11 p.m. at the WCC, located at
558 West Broad Street, Westfield.
Universal Sound Band will provide
live entertainment, featuring blues,
Motown classics and jazz music.
There also will be a tricky tray.

Additionally, the event will honor
past WCC board presidents, includ-
ing Donnell Carr, Lewis Corno, Joyce
Allen-Pretlow, Chris Beck, Lawrence
Brown and Wiley Woodard.

Tickets are $25 and may be pur-
chased at the door or on the website
westfieldcommunitycenter.org by
choosing Donate. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 232-4759.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Celebrates Children’s
Dental Health Month

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.
Board Certified

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

goleader.com/form/subscribe

Get Expert Reporting

on Improtant Issues

Impacting Your Town

Wright-Clancy Duo to Give
Recital at Holy Trinity

WESTFIELD — The commu-
nity is invited to attend a recital
by the Wright-Clancy Duo on Fri-
day, February 21, at 7:30 p.m., at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church.

The duo is comprised of Irma-
Louise Wright on violin and Laurie
Mac Neill Clancy on piano. They
will present a family-friendly
evening of chamber works span-
ning three centuries.

The program will include major
sonatas by Vivaldi, Mozart and
Franck, in addition to works by John

Williams and Piazzolla.
The Holy Trinity Church is lo-

cated at 315 First Street, Westfield.
Admission is by donation. All pro-
ceeds from the recital will be given
to the Community FoodBank of
New Jersey.

Irma-Louise Wright Laurie Mac Neill Clancy

Single Jewish Friends
To Gather Sunday

AREA — The Circle of Single Jew-
ish Friends 50s-plus will hold a Meet
and Eat Lunch this Sunday, February
16, at noon. It will take place at Charlie
Brown’s restaurant, located at 222
Plainfield Road, Edison.

The cost is the price of a meal off
the menu and tip plus $3. Interested
persons are asked to RSVP to
Roberta at (908) 668-8450 or
roger678@optonline.net.

Free Kids Expo to Be Held
At Westfield Area YMCA

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA Free Kids Expo will be
held from 1 to 4 p.m. on Saturday,
February 22. It will take place at the
Westfield Area YMCA Main Facility,
located at 220 Clark Street, Westfield.

This event will be jam-packed with
active indoor fun and information
stations. Activities will include T-
ball and basketball sports stations;
the inflatable obstacle course; arts
and crafts activities and carnival
games. Overlook Medical Center
staff will host a Teddy Bear Clinic to
teach kids what doctors do to care
for patients. Youngsters are invited
to bring a stuffed animal.

The Westfield Area YMCA Dance
Academy will offer 30-minute sample
classes during the event: 1:30 p.m. —
Little Movers for ages 3 to 5; 2:30
p.m. — Jazz/Hip Hop for ages 6 and
up; and 3:30 p.m. — Musical The-
ater/Drama for ages 6 and up.

To reserve a spot in the free Dance
Academy classes, use the link posted
at westfieldynj.org or contact
Marianna Tsartolia, director, at (908)
301-1616, extension no. 617, or
mtsartolia@westfieldynj.org.

During the Expo, visitors will have
an opportunity to meet the Flyers
Track and Field coaches and register
for the Spring season. All athletes

who register during the event will
receive a free Flyers giveaway.

Attendees also will be able to visit
the Camp Open House to learn more
about the Y’s ACA-accredited tradi-
tional, sports, S.T.E.A.M (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts and
Math), leadership and travel camps
for campers ages 3 to 15. Sponsor
information stations will include
Oceans Orthodontics and Pediatric
Dentistry and Edward Jones, where
visitors can discuss 529 college sav-
ings plans. Family swim will follow
the Expo from 4 to 5 p.m.

Anyone with questions is invited to
contact Amanda Aguirre at (908) 301-
9622, extension no. 258, or
aaguirre@westfieldynj.org.

Cookbook Club To
Meet February 20

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library Cookbook Club
will meet next Thursday, February
20, at 7 p.m., to discuss and sample
recipes from “One Pan & Done:
Hassle-Free Meals from the Oven to
Your Table” by Molly Gilbert.

Registered participants will
choose, prepare and share recipes
from the cookbook. Members dis-
cuss the cookbook while sampling
each other’s dishes.

Participants are asked to stop by
the library’s Adult Services Desk to
register and to select a recipe. Regis-
tration is required.

For more information, go to
scotlib.org, email library@scotlib.org
or call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204. The library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue, in the center of the township.
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SHAPIRO-TO-ROONEY SCORE, HOWLAND 13 REBOUNDS

Blue Devil Cager Boys Become
‘Ghostbusters’ in 69-47 Victory

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore Logan Howland and
junior Jack Spellman controlled the
boards, while senior co-captains Jake
Walsh, Griffin Rooney, Andrew
Echausse and Hank Shapiro set up
the offense as the Westfield High

School boys basketball team con-
tained the Ghosts of Paterson
Eastside, 69-47, in Westfield on Feb-
ruary 4. Like several times before,
the 12-4 Blue Devils trailed after the
first quarter but revved up their of-
fensive engines to distance them-
selves further and further away from
the 8-8 Ghosts.

“We came out a little bit flat and
that might have had something to do

with it. A couple of us had midterms
this morning so we were a little bit
academically stressed but we defi-
nitely came into the huddle between
the first quarter and second quarter
and said we had to come out with a lot
more energy and pick it up on the
court. I think our guys did respond,”

Shapiro said.
“We came off flat and it took some

regrouping to get everyone together
and say, ‘this is a big game for us. We
can’t lose this one’. We regrouped
and we played really well from there,”
Rooney added.

“We had to come together at half-
time and we let it go from there,”
Howland said.

Howland ruled the boards with 13

rebounds to go with seven points, two
assists, a block and a tipped ball that
led to a steal. Spellman, who grabbed
eight rebounds and scored three
points, was also very hands on with
four blocked shots and a steal.
Howland and Spellman just seem to
be getting more and more comfort-

able under the boards.
“The big thing in practice is we just

hit each other under the boards all the
time, so to get rebounds here, it’s
pretty easy. It’s a lot more comfort-
able now,” said Howland, who added,
“Last year as a freshman, I loved it.
This year I was able to play a lot more
so that’s pretty good.”

Walsh and Rooney also contrib-

KREUSSER 12 RB, GORCZYCA 14 PT, McCAFFERY 14 PT

Lady Blue Devils Win Division;
Roar Past Lady Cougars, 63-46

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three minutes into the second quar-
ter and trailing by one point, the
Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team got into its rhythm with a
16-6 run to take a 34-25, halftime lead
over the hosting Cranford Cougars
then continued to expand its lead to
grab a 63-46 victory on February 6.
The triumph extended the 12-5 Blue
Devils’ win streak to eight and earned
them the Watchung Division Crown.

“Like I was just telling the girls,
they didn’t just come here in Novem-
ber and expect to be a basketball
team. The incoming freshmen have
been at workouts all summer working
out with the team. That’s the most
important thing. This is a team. It
doesn’t matter if one player goes
down, if one player is in foul trouble,
if one player is not playing well. These
girls just do an amazing job of picking
each other up and doing the little
things. Someone is picking up on
rebounds. Someone else is knocking

down free throws. I just can’t speak
highly enough about the heart and the
guts of the team and their will to
battle. Their fourth game into the sea-
son took 16th Bayonne into overtime
and I knew then we had something
special. We may not win every game
but no one is going to out-hustle us
because these girls really want it,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Liz McKeon
pointed out.

Teamwork really did pay off as
seven of the Blue Devils got into the
scoring, rebounding, assists and steal-
ing act and sophomore Chloe Kreusser
led the team with 12 rebounds to go
with 13 points, two assists and a steal.

“Defense is probably one of my
favorite things about basketball. I like
shooting, I like scoring but defense
definitely drives our offense and get-
ting those rebounds is a great feeling
and to push up the court and score is
amazing,” Kreusser said.

“Chloe is very underrated. She does
it all. She is the glue to our team as a
sophomore. That’s a lot of pressure

that she puts on herself but she deliv-
ers. If she’s not scoring, she’s doing
something else,” Coach McKeon said.

Freshman Paige Gorczyca was also
impressive across the board with a
team-leading 14 points, including two
3-pointers, eight rebounds, an assist
and a steal.

“We knew it was going to be a
tough game. I had to step up. At
halftime, it was close. By the third I
had to keep going through to win,
look for opportunities, get the passes,
get open and scoring,” Gorczyca said.

Senior Caroline Dwyer contributed
quite well with 12 points, including a
pair of 3-pointers, two rebounds and
two steals. Senior Ali Lisanti was
active with seven points, including a
3-pointer, three assists, three steals,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

SCANLAN, HEARD, COMPOSTO, JACOB, M. PRICE PIN

Blue Devils Prep for Sections;
Top Fair Lawn Matmen, 46-30

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four days before the beginning of
the section tournaments the Westfield
High School wrestling team enter-
tained the Fair Lawn Cutters on Se-
nior Night in Westfield on February
7. The 14-2 Blue Devils, who re-
ceived the top seed for the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 Tourna-
ment and despite resting a few of their
starters, won nine of the 14 bouts to
emerge with a 46-30 victory.

“They could have gone tonight if
we needed them. We didn’t need them.
Next week’s more important so they
will be ready when they have to be
ready,” Blue Devil Head Coach Glen
Kurz commented.

The first bout of the evening fea-
tured two tough wrestlers at 160-lbs
and Blue Devil Luke Scanlan was
more than ready to go in his bout with

AJ Puerto. Scanlan tore into Puerto
with a side single-leg takedown then
turned him to his back in 1:54 with a
wrist/half nelson combination.

“I was very excited for that match.
I wanted some good competition this
week. He is a tough opponent. He lost
to [Blake] Bahna [Watchung Hills] in
a close match and Bahna is a good
opponent that I am looking forward to
wrestle next week. I went out there
with the same mentality I had all sea-
son, which is to be aggressive and get
after it. It’s been working for me so far
and it worked tonight,” Scanlan ex-
plained.

As to his pinning combination,
Scanlan added, “The half I like to
work on top. It may not get him right
away but I know if I work it hard,
within a minute, two minutes the guy
is going to break and that’s what hap-
pened tonight.”

Blue Devil James McDermott per-
formed a duck-and-drive takedown, a
Granby roll escape and a side-single
takedown to carry a 5-0 lead over
Parker Talman into the third period at
170-lbs. McDermott added a reversal
and a barrel roll-to-cradle nearfall to
grab an 11-2, majority decision. James
Greco gave the Blue Devils a 14-0
team lead when he claimed a 13-5,
majority decision over Seb Rodriguez
at 182-lbs.

“James McDermott wrestled really
good and Scanlan got it started. That
kid was tough. Coming in we wanted
to get Scanlan away from him but
Luke wanted to wrestle him. And he
sure did want to wrestle him. He went
right after him,” Coach Kurz ex-
pressed.

After Cutter Ben Liss received a
forfeit at 195-lbs, Jake Shapiro caught

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

For additional information or a private tour,  
please call: 

CCarol Tener 

  Call Direct:  (908) 233-2243 

 
Quintessential Westfield “gem”, brimming with warm and handsome detail.  Four levels 
of light filled and spacious living space with great room flow and floor plan.  The 10 
rooms include 5 bedrooms, 4.1 baths PLUS a “bonus” cottage on the property with large 
living area, kitchenette and bath—perfect for au pair, studio, office or gym!  The lower 
level is nicely finished, adding two more rooms of living space.  Set on beautifully     
manicured grounds in the “Blue Ribbon” Washington School district, this beautiful 
home is location perfect  - just blocks to Westfield’s exceptional schools, fine shopping, 
library, parks and NYC commuter transportation.  $1,075,000. 

     

  614 Lenox Avenue, Westfield 
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING IN FOR THE LAY-UP...Blue Devil Griffin Rooney, No. 5, goes in for the lay-up in the game against the Ghosts of
Paterson Eastside. The Blue Devils defeated the Ghosts, 69-47, in Westfield on February 4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING ONE OF MANY REBOUNDS...Blue Devil Chloe Kreusser, left, gets the rebound as Cougar Amanda Vath, No.
24, also gets in on the action in Cranford on February 6. The Blue Devils won 63-46 to claim the Watchung Division title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING AIRBORNE...Blue Devil Luke Jacobs goes airborne to escape the grasp of Fair Lawn’s Guy Ben-Sadigh during his
113-lb bout. Jacobs pinned Ben-Sadigh in 3:24 and Westfield defeated Fair Lawn, 46-30, on Senior Night.

more photos  – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos  – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos  – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Sport Shorts – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports pages 9-10
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Blue Devils Become ‘Ghostbusters’ in 69-47 Win
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

uted to the team’s 50-rebound total
with six apiece. Additionally, Walsh
(2 assists, steal) pumped in 24 points,
which included four 3-pointers.
Rooney (3 steals, 2 assists) rolled in
13 points, including a 3-pointer and
Shapiro came off the bench to con-
tribute four assists, three rebounds,
two points, a steal and a block.
Echausse, who scored five points,
including a 3-pointer, dished out four
assists, while adding three steals, a
block and a rebound.

The Ghosts were foul heavy
throughout the game and after

Howland sank a free throw to start the
first quarter, Eastsider Levi Holton
banged a pair of 3-pointers. The Blue
Devils scored their next four points
via free throws then the Ghosts went
on a 6-0 run to take a 12-5 lead. Walsh
answered with a lay-up and a 3-pointer
but the Ghosts would go on to win the
quarter, 16-14.

But the Blue Devils would become
“Ghostbusters” from that point on-
ward. With assists from Shapiro, Colin
Freer (5 points, 4 rebounds, 2 steals,
assist) and Echausse, the Blue Devils
popped in trip 3-pointers to go with
six free throws and a lay-up to win the
second quarter, 17-5, for a 31-21 lead
at the half. Ray Hurtt (4 rebounds)
sank a pair of free throws.

The Blue Devils hit 11 of 18 free
throws in the half and would go 6-for-

9 in the second half. The Ghosts missed
all eight of their free throws in the first
half but were a little more successful
in the second, going 5-for-13.

“Once again, we work on free
throws all the time in practice. I don’t
know about the other team but our
players can hit free throws most of the
time and that’s what we did tonight,”
Howland said.

“After every drill, we shoot free
throws, so we know how to shoot free
throws when we are tired. I think that’s
a key because it’s easy to shoot free
throws when you got a lot of energy.

There’s a different feeling when you
are tired,” Rooney pointed out.

Walsh started the third quarter with
a 3-pointer and added his fourth at the
midpoint as the Blue Devils won the
quarter, 22-16. Howland scored six
of his points, and Freer, who was a
defensive lineman on the football
team, scored all five of his points with
a free throw and a pair of assists from
Shapiro. Walsh also added a free throw
and a lay-up.

“Colin had a great game today. He
made a lot of good finishes around the
rim and is a very athletic defender, so
just having good vision and finding
people under the hoop, that’s what I
pride myself on. It was definitely remi-
niscent of football season having a
connection with Freer and Griffin and
all those guys on the court,” Shapiro
said.

The fourth quarter began with

Echausse, on an inbound, assisting
Ryan Friedberg (4 rebounds, 6 points,
2 assists, steal) on a lay-up. But the
play of the evening came next and
was indeed reminiscent of the fall
football season. Shapiro, the quarter-
back on the football team, was set up
to inbound the ball near the Eastside
bench. Rooney, the wide receiver,
sprinted down the right center as
Shapiro made the long pass. Rooney
hauled it in and scored as the Ghosts
stood motionless.

“Coach [Jim] McKeon drew a great
play on the sideline and Colin Freer
made a great screen for Griffin to get
open, so I was able to bring back
memories of football season throw-
ing up to Griff and he was able to
make a good finish,” Shapiro ex-
plained.

“That’s just from football season
and a lot of practice and the chemistry
that me and Hank had in the football
season. That’s why we were able to
get that on the basketball court,”
Rooney added.

The Blue Devils would go on to
outscore the Ghosts, 16-10, in the
quarter and their last score would be
a driving lay-up by Pete Meixner.

The Blue Devils’ next game would
also be very important with a show-
down against Union Catholic in
Scotch Plains on February 6.
Paterson Eastside 16   5 16 10 47
Westfield 14 17 22 16 69

Cougars Blowe, Katz, Kanterman, Loughlin
Sign College Letters of Intent for Sports

Four Cranford High School seniors have recently signed Letters of Intent to further their athletic careers. Patrick
Blowe has committed to play football for Holy Cross University, Connor Katz will play football at Georgetown
University and Evan Kanterman will play football at Pace University, while Liam Loughlin will play lacrosse at
Virginia Military Institute - all photos taken by David B. Corbin.

Senior Patrick Blowe (Sack) Senior Evan Kanterman, No. 7

Senior Connor Katz, No. 18 Senior Liam Loughlin, No. 5

Blue Devil Icemen Edged
By Montclair on Sr. Night

Photo courtesy of Varsity Vantage

SENIOR ICEMEN...The Blue Devil senior icemen consist of (no order) captain
Trevor Tanella, alternate captain Dylan Howard, Logan Calder, Nick Forno, Will
Gamba, Brendan Hiltz, Justin Hornstein, Andrew Principato and Jack Ruckman.

The Westfield High School Blue
Devils varsity hockey team recently
held their annual Senior Night to cel-
ebrate the class of 2020 team mem-
bers and their families. Parental tears
were shed like Zamboni water on the
ice as nine players head into the twi-
light of their high school careers. But
the season is a long way from over
and, depending how they play, the
seniors can help to extend the season
with some playoff success. Members
of the squad in the final season are
captain Trevor Tanella, alternate cap-
tain Dylan Howard, Logan Calder,
Nick Forno, Will Gamba, Brendan
Hiltz, Justin Hornstein, Andrew
Principato and Jack Ruckman.

As for the Senior Night game itself,
Westfield fell in a hard-fought battle
with conference rivals the Montclair
Mounties, currently ranked 20 in the
state and ninth among public high
schools. Westfield came out firing
against the Mounties and held an early
1-0 lead but were unable to hang on to
the lead. The loss also hurt their
chances of catching Montclair in the
McInnis Conference standings. The
Blue Devils reside in third place and
the Mounties in second, both behind
conference-leading Summit.

Blue Devils’ goals came from jun-
ior Dan McDonald (with Tanella pro-
viding the helper) and sophomore
Matt Beke (Forno and McDonald each
earned a dime on the tally).Senior
netminder Ruckman held the

Mounties to three goals on 30 shots.
Montclair added an empty net goal
for the final score of 4-2.

The back end of the week’s double-
header for the Blue Devils featured
much less fanfare, but plenty of emo-
tion. It was a rare trip for the Westfield
icemen to the Prudential Center in
Newark to take on the Saint Peter’s
Prep Marauders. The Blue Devils
were hoping that a tilt in a unique
venue, against a perennial non-public
power, would enable them to rebound
like a slap shot off the end boards.

Westfield showed their resiliency
and prevailed in this important match-
up, 4-2. Ruckman was the big story in
this one. The athletic senior show-
cased his continually improving skills
with a full range of saves – from the
basic to the acrobatic. The starting
netminder finished with 18 saves and
another well earned notch on his goalie
stick.

The second star of the game was
sophomore Thomas Conrod who pro-
vided both the game-winning goal
and an assist. Fellow sophomore Gre-
gory Oliveri also had a goal, an on an
incredible individual effort, and an
assist. McDonald assisted Forno on a
nifty scoring play and Tanella added
an empty net goal to seal the deal for
Westfield.

Westfield will have one more tune-
up against the Montville High School
Mustangs before opening their con-
ference and state tournaments. The
Blue Devils, particularly nine seniors,
will hope to extend their careers for as
long as possible in those single elimi-
nation battles for a championship.

The boys varsity team record stands
at 11-6-2 and they are ranked 3 in the
New Jersey public B group standings.
Follow the WHS boys varsity ice
hockey team on Twitter
@westfieldpuck for an informative
and entertaining take on the season’s
activities. Fans can also visit
WHSpuckon FaceBook and
Instagram Pages. See the website for
up to date team schedules
atwww.westfieldhockey.com.

Hamilton, Boufarah, Salz Get 1st
At Section Tune-Up Indoor Track
Several Westfield High School girls and boys performed well at the

Section Tune-Up Indoor Track Event at the Bennett Center in Toms River on
February 8. Blue Devil Katie Hamilton crossed first in the 800 meters with
a time of 2:15.42 and teammate Caroline Collins finished third at 2:22.38,
Hamilton also finished second in the 400 with a time of 59.18 and Julia
Csorba finished ninth at 1:01.3.

Isabel Boufarah captured first in the 1,600 at 5:14.51 and Emily DiSarno
took fifth at 5:28.19. Samantha Salz won the 3,200 in 11:34.38 and Grace
Endy finished third at 12:02.32.

For the Blue Devil boys, Max Owens won the pole vault with a clearance
of 12-6. Charles Stock finished second in the 3,200 at 9:52.98 and Ben
Hacker took fourth at 9:54.41. Zach Spergel crossed seventh in the 1,600 at
4:38.22 and Conor Daly finished 10th at 4:39.73. Will McGlynn crossed
11th in the 800 at 2:06.24 and Tom Chen too 13th at 2:06.82.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING UP UNDER THE BOARD...Blue Devil Logan Howland goes for an easy
lay-up in the game against the Ghosts of Paterson Eastside.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey, will meet on Mon-
day, March 2, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Council Chambers at the Municipal build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey to hear and consider the following
appeal for front setback and parking vari-
ances and for preliminary and final site
plan approval for applicant, 440 North
Avenue East LLC, to construct a two-
story commercial office building at 440
North Avenue East, Westfield, New Jer-
sey, and for such variances as may be
necessary from the provisions of:

Section 11.27 (E)(1). Front setback, or-
dinance requires 15 feet, proposed 1 foot.

Section 17-02(C)(5)(c). Parking required
by use, ordinance requires 64, proposed
40.

Section 17-04(A). Parking space size,
ordinance requires 9 feet x 18 feet, pro-
posed 9 feet x 16 feet in 9 spaces.

Section 17-02(B)(4). Parking required
by zone, 53, proposed 40.

Section 17-10(G). Light fixture location,
ordinance requires 3 feet, proposed 1 foot.

Together with such other variances,
waivers, and/or exceptions as may be re-
quired.

Any person(s) affected by this applica-
tion may have an opportunity to be heard
at the Public Hearing in this matter at which
time you may appear either in person, by
agent or attorney and present comments
which you may have regarding this appli-
cation.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Triarsi, Betancourt, Wukovits & Dugan, LLC

By: Joseph J. Triarsi, Esq.
Attorney for Applicant

186 North Avenue, East
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 02/13/20, The Leader Fee: $41.31

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2158

NOTICE OF PENDING
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

General Ordinance No. 2158, a sum-
mary of which is included herein, was
introduced at a Regular Meeting of the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield
held on February 11, 2020 and was read
for the first time. This ordinance will be
further considered for final passage by
said Town Council at the Westfield Munici-
pal Building, Council Chambers, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090
at a meeting beginning at 8:00 PM on
February 25, 2020 or at any time and place
to which such meeting may be adjourned.
All persons interested will be given the
opportunity to be heard concerning such
ordinance. Copies of this ordinance are
available in full at the Office of the Town
Clerk, Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
07090

A summary of General Ordinance No.
2158 is as follows:

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE TO
AMEND THE CODE OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
CHAPTER 13, MOTOR VE-
HICLES AND TRAFFIC

Summary:
Amends and restates Chapter 13, “Mo-

tor Vehicles and Traffic” of the Town Code
of the Town of Westfield as follows:

1. Amends Section 13-4.1, “Left Turn
Prohibitions” to include certain portions of
Central Avenue and Landsdowne Avenue;

2. Amends Section 13-6, “Stop Intersec-
tions” to include the intersections of Da-
kota Street and Nevada Street, Carleton
Road and Ross Place, and Sherman Street
and St. Marks Avenue;

3. Amends Section 13-20, “Same – At all
Times” to prohibit parking on certain por-
tions of Lamberts Mill Road and Grove
Street;

4. Amends Section 13-21, “Parking Pro-
hibited at Certain Times”, to include a
certain portion of Grove Street, East; and

5. Amends Section 13-21.5, “Handi-
capped Parking Space – On Street”, to
include 800 Forest Avenue, Apt. 1C.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 02/13/20, The Leader Fee: $48.96

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2159

NOTICE OF PENDING
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

General Ordinance No. 2159, a sum-
mary of which is included herein, was
introduced at a Regular Meeting of the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield
held on February 11, 2020 and was read
for the first time. This ordinance will be
further considered for final passage by
said Town Council at the Westfield Munici-
pal Building, Council Chambers, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090
at a meeting beginning at 8:00 PM on
February 25, 2020 or at any time and place
to which such meeting may be adjourned.
All persons interested will be given the
opportunity to be heard concerning such
ordinance. Copies of this ordinance are
available in full at the Office of the Town
Clerk, Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
07090

A summary of General Ordinance No.
2159 is as follows:

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING AND SUPPLE-
MENTING THE CODE OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, IN ORDER TO ES-
TABLISH THE HUMAN RELA-
TIONS ADVISORY COMMIS-
SION FOR THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD

Summary:
Amends and restates Article III, “Town

Boards and Commissions” within Chapter
2, “Administration” of the Town Code of the
Town of Westfield by (1) authorizing the
establishment of a new Division to be known
as Division 10, entitled “Human Relations
Advisory Commission” (HRAC), which shall
be comprised of seven (7) members and
two (2) alternate members; (2) establish-
ing the terms and process for removal of
any of HRAC members; (3) establishing
the powers and duties of HRAC members;
(4) authorizing the appropriation of funds
for the use of the HRAC; and (5) establish-
ing the process in which HRAC meetings
are held.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 02/13/20, The Leader Fee: $48.45

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF PENDING
BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey, on Febru-
ary 4, 2020. It will be further considered for
final passage, after public hearing thereon,
at a meeting of the Township Council to be
held at its meeting room in the Township
Hall, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, on March 10, 2020 at 7:00
P.M. During the week prior to and up to and
including the date of such meeting copies
of the full ordinance will be available at no
cost and during regular business hours, at
the Clerk’s office for the members of the
general public who shall request the same.
The summary of the terms of such bond
ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE UNDER-
TAKING OF THE TOWNSHIP
RECORDS MANAGEMENT
PROJECT IN, BY AND FOR
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE
SUM OF $745,000 TO PAY
THE COST THEREOF, TO
MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT,
TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BONDS TO FI-
NANCE SUCH APPROPRIA-
TION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND AN-
TICIPATION NOTES IN AN-
TICIPATION OF THE ISSU-
ANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Undertaking of the Town-
ship Records Management Project in, by
and for the Township.

Appropriation:  $745,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $709,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $-0-
Section 20 Costs:  $745,000
Useful Life: 5 years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Bozena Lacina, RMC
Township Clerk

Township of Scotch Plains
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T- 02/13/20, The Times Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. 19-017 to
be located in Zone: R-CC, on the premises
known as 2 Walnut Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, Block No. 476, Lot No.
1, has been submitted by: Cranford Hotel,
Inc. of 2 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

The interior renovation of the 2nd & 3rd
floors of the Cranford Hotel for office use;
interpretation of the Cranford Crossing
Redevelopment Plan to determine whether
parking is required and if so a c(2) vari-
ance; waiver of site plan; pre-existing vari-
ances from side yard, rear yard; waiver of
loading zone and bicycle rack require-
ments and any additional relief that may be
required from the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on March 9, 2020 at
7:45 p.m. in Room 107 of the Cranford
Township Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any
person or persons affected by this applica-
tion will have an opportunity to present any
objections to the proposed development.
The Board does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
Cranford Hotel, Inc.

2 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

Attorney for Applicant:
John DeMassi, Esq.
1771 Front Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey  07076
1 T - 02/13/20, The Leader Fee: $44.37

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Westfield Planning Board will conduct a
Public Hearing on Monday, March 2, 2020
at 7:30 p.m. in the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey for the purpose of considering
a proposed amendment to the Westfield
Town Master Plan containing a revised
statement of objectives, principles, as-
sumptions, policies and standards. The
Board will hear testimony from the Town
Planner as to the proposed amendment
and allow cross examination and testi-
mony and evidence by interested persons
regarding same. Following the public hear-
ing the Planning Board may take action by
amending and/or adopting the proposed
amendment to the Master Plan. Copies of
the proposed amendment will be available
for inspection at the Office of the Planning
Board, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield,
New Jersey, beginning February 5, 2020
from 8:30am to 4:00pm, Monday through
Friday.

Linda Jacus,
Administrative Secretary

1 T - 02/13/20, The Leader Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that an Ordinance amending BOH Ordinance #1-2020
entitled “An Ordinance Relating to Personnel Positions and Salary Ranges of Officers and
Employees of the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State of New
Jersey” of which the following is a copy was introduced, read and passed on first reading
by the Westfield Board of Health at a regular meeting held on February 3, 2020. The Board
of Health will further consider the same for final passage on March 2, 2020 at 5:30 P.M.
The meeting will be held in the Council Conference Room of the Westfield Municipal
Building located at 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at which time and place
members of the public will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.

Megan Avallone
Board Secretary

BOARD OF HEALTH ORDINANCE #2-2020

AN ORDINANCE BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO PERSONNEL
POSITIONS AND SALARY RANGES OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY
OF UNION, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY”.

Be it ordained by the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, that Board of Health Ordinance #1-2019 is hereby amended as follows:

Section 1
The following personnel positions and salary ranges are hereby established for Officers

and employees of the Board of Health and shall be effective retroactively from January
1, 2020.

Job Title Salary Range
Regional Health Officer $100,000 — $151,950
Public Health Nursing Supervisor $75,000 — $95,620
Principal REHS $75,000 — $100,290

Section 2
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after Final Passage and publication

according to law.
1 T - 02/13/20, The Leader Fee: $61.20

The 9-9 Cranford High School boys
basketball team extended its winning
streak to four games with a 74-26
blowout of Paterson Arts in Cranford
on February 5 and a 74-52 thrashing
of the hosting New Providence Pio-
neers on February 6. The entire Cou-
gar bench received plenty of playing
time in both games.

Against Paterson Arts, Joe Carrea
scored 13 points and added two re-
bounds and two assists. Zion
Hammond sank 12 points, including
three 3-pointers, and added two re-
bounds, two steals and an assist. Leo
Wisnefski had eight points, including
a pair of 3-pointers. Ryan Jaros had
eight points, seven rebounds, five as-
sists and a block. Kyle Higgins had
seven points, including a 3-pointer,
two rebounds and an assist. Cole
Blazek had five points, four rebounds,
two assists and a steal.

Arjun Petgrave had three points, a
block and an assist. Dennis DeMarino
had seven rebounds, four steals and
two assists. Matt Bush had five points,
five steals and two rebounds. Devin
Haughey had four rebounds, two
steals, a point and an assist. Jack
Connolly had two points, three re-

bounds, a block, an assist and a steal.
Liam Kwiatkowski (3-pointer) had
four points, two rebounds and an as-
sist. Adam Kutzer had four points,
two assists, two steals and two re-
bounds. Lukas Ruby had two points,
two assists and two rebounds.

DeMarino led the scoring against
the Pioneers with 19 points, including
four 3-pointers, while adding 10 re-
bounds, two assists and two steals.
Petgrave sank 11 points, including a
pair of 3-pointers, and added three
rebounds, an assist and a steal.
Hammond netted 14 points (3 3-point-
ers), four rebounds, an assist and a
steal. Blazek had six points, four as-
sists, two steals and a block. Carrea
had six points, six rebounds, three
assists and two steals. Ruby had four
points, three rebounds, two assists
and a steal. Haughey had two points
and a rebound. Connolly had two
points, three rebounds and a block.
Kwiatkowski had a 3-pointer, a re-
bound, a block, an assist and a steal.
Kutzer had four points, two assists
and a rebound. Higgins hit a 3-pointer
and added a rebound and an assist.

Jim Reilly led the Pioneers with 11
points, including trip 3-pointers. Will
Cooper and Will Lattmann each had
eight points with a pair of 3-pointers.
Sean Dillon had seven points and four
assists.

Cougars Rap Paterson Arts,
New Providence in Hoops
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Blue Devils ‘Roar’ Past Lady Cougars, 63-46
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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three rebounds and a block. Senior
Faith Dobosiewicz hit a 3-pointer,
sank a free throw and made three
steals. Junior Charlotte Dursee fin-
ished with five points, including a 3-
pointer, two rebounds and a steal.
Freshman Annie Ryan came up with
eight points (3-pointer), five rebounds,
two steals and an assist. Freshman
Sutton Factor had two steals and an
assist.

“Our seniors are doing a great job
of grooming the freshmen. It’s from
the seniors all the way down to the
freshmen. And these kids love each
other. They play tough and I am ex-
tremely proud of them,” Coach
McKeon said.

The 7-10 Cougars recorded some

fine stats also. Junior Liz McCaffery
fired in 14 points, including trip 3-
pointers, and had three steals and a
rebound. Senior Gianna Toretta scored
12 points, including a 3-pointer, and
had four assists, two steals and three
rebounds. Junior Amanda Vath had
11 points, five rebounds and an assist.
Junior Natalia Kruk pulled seven re-
bounds and added five points, an as-
sist and a steal. Junior Kirsten Will-
iams had four steals, four points, four
rebounds and an assist. Sophomore
Kathryn Wheatley had four rebounds,
a block and a steal.

Both teams matched points for a
13-13 first quarter then the Cougars
inched to a 19-18 lead before a timeout
was called with 5:10 left in the second
quarter. The Blue Devils then an-
swered with their 16-6 run. Gorczyca
scored seven of her points in the quar-
ter and Toretta scored five of hers.

The Cougars actually won the third
quarter, 10-9, thanks to Kruk convert-
ing a steal to an assist on Toretta’s lay-
up at the buzzer. But the Blue Devils
finished the final four minutes of the
fourth quarter with another 16-6 run.

Dwyer sank seven of her points and
Kreusser put up six of hers. McCaffery
scored six points in the quarter.

As to being Watchung Division
champions, Kreusser expressed, “It’s
amazing! We definitely worked re-
ally hard this whole season. I think we
played a good team here and we really
deserved the win.”

Gorczyca added, “This is ridicu-
lous! I didn’t think we would be going
in and winning and everyone playing
really well. We played a great game
and it’s really exciting for us as a
team.”

It has been quite a transformation
from the beginning of the season when
the Blue Devils’ lost sophomore Grace
Klag, who went down with a season-

ending injury, and struggled through
their first nine games.

“The freshmen really stepped up to
help us build this team, especially
Annie [Ryan] and Paige [Gorczyca].
I know we lost Grace but we were
able to fix ourselves and push our-
selves further. By our teamwork and
everybody working really hard, we
were able to pull together and have a
great season,” Kreusser said.

“As freshmen, we had to step up.
We knew we had big shoes to fill
because of Grace coming out. Annie
and me definitely try to do our best in
the game. Every day we continue to
get better and better,” Gorczyca
added.

The eight-game winning streak in-
cluded knocking off Oak Knoll and
Union Catholic.

“Oak Knoll and Union Catholic are
both very good teams having very
good years. It’s all the girls. They
work together, they talk together, the
effort they put forth on defense pro-
pels us on offense and gets into our
opponents’ heads,” Coach McKeon
said.

“Eight in a row! It’s amazing for
everything. All our practicing and hard
work pays off. We come in strong, we
kept our heads up and all the chal-
lenges we just fought through it and
we have a mentality of winning,”
Gorczyca revealed.

“It was really good. Again the fresh-
men stepped up to beat Union Catho-
lic. Annie scoring 20 points has really
helped push us through. Oak Knoll I
know is a great team but our team-
work, our chemistry and hard work-
ing paid off,” Kreusser added.

The Blue Devils definitely have
been gelling at the right time.

“We have the county seeding on
Tuesday [February 11], so we will
know from there our match-ups. We
just got to keep doing what we are
doing,” Coach McKeon suggested.
Westfield 13 21   9 20 63
Cranford 13 12 10 11 46

Blue Devils Prep for Section, Top Fair Lawn
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Blue Devil Jack Price in a Peterson
roll to record a fall in 2:28 at 220-lbs.
Blue Devil Jon Heard jumped up to
285-lbs and converted a reversal to a
pin in 2:37 to give Westfield a 20-12
lead. In their match nine days ago
against Cranford, Heard also jumped
up to heavyweight to face Kevin
Shriner.

“Last year I was heavier. I was like
212. Now I am around 200-202,”
Heard said. “I would say I am as
strong but I’m giving up a lot of
weight but it’s good practice, espe-
cially moving forward as the season
goes on.”

Heard has been competing at 220
most of the year and placed second in
the Union County Tournament.

“There were some losses that I defi-
nitely shouldn’t have dropped but I
am having a pretty good year at 220
and hope to keep going,” he said.

Blue Devil Ethan Composto took
just 21 seconds to pin Jason Jurcevio
with a tight waist tilt at 106-lbs. At
113-lbs, Luke Jacobs decided to snag
a pair of ankle catches on Guy Ben-
Sadigh before he converted single-

to-double leg takedown to a stack
fall in 3:24. At 120-lbs, Fair Lawn’s
Jake Sheiner caught Quinn Gimblette
with a reverse chin hook, step over
fall in 2:51.

Next came Luke Hoerle, who threw
a book full of takedowns on Natan
Tsyrlin to wind up with a 25-8, 5:45
technical fall at 126-lbs. At 132-lbs,
Blue Devil Jeremy Silber was rolling
along well in his bout with Matt Murri,
recording a double-leg takedown, a
standing trip reversal and a takedown.
Murri chose top position in the third
period and after yielding a penalty
point for locking hands, used leg con-
trol to make it very difficult for Silber
to shed.

“I kept letting him get legs in. I
don’t know why. That’s something
that I will have to focus on in the
practice room and get better at getting
out of legs,” Silber explained.

Finally Silber sensed Murri riding
a bit too high and managed to shake
him loose to earn an 8-1 decision and
to seal the team victory.

“He was riding a little high, so I
knew I could get up on all fours and

shake him off and be able to get a
reversal or an escape,” Silber an-
swered.

Blue Devil Tyler Sontz was riding
along pretty well with a 7-1 lead in his
138-lb bout with Adam Liss but un-
fortunately fell victim to a devastat-
ing spladle fall in 5:06. At 145-lbs,
Cutter Aidan Fojon pinned Connor
Ballangal in 1:44 with a power half/
stretcher maneuver.

In the final bout of the evening Blue
Devil Mike Price, who had been in-
jured most of the season, came in full
force against Joe Fojon working a
Merkel takedown and a tight waist
stack to record a fall in 1:07.

“It was great having Mike Price
back in the lineup. That’s a big boost
for us and he looked like he hadn’t
missed a day,” Coach Kurz com-
mented.

Next will be the section tournament
followed by the individual tourna-
ments.

“I am really happy with what our
team has done to get to this point, so
I think we all are pretty excited for
sectionals and to see what happens,”
Heard said.

“I think we have a great shot to
doing good in both the sectionals and
post season individuals. I think we
work harder than every team in our
section, so our goal is to win our
section obviously,” Silber added.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
160: — Scanlan W p Puerto 1:54
170: — McDermott W md Talman 11-2
182: — Greco W md Rodriguez 13-5
195: — Ben Liss F won forfeit
220: — Shapiro F p Price 2:28
285: — Heard W p Shapiro 2:37
106: — Composto W p Jurcevic :21
113: — Jacob W p Ben-Sadigh 3:24
120: — Sheiner F p Gimblette 2:51
126: — Hoerle W tf Tsyrlin 25-8 5:45
132: — Silber W d Murri 8-1
138: — Liss F p Sontz 5:06
145: — A Fojon F p Ballangal 1:44
152: — Price W p J Fojon 1:07

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING THE BAR AND A WRIST...Blue Devil James McDermott works an
arm bar/wrist combination on Parker Talman durng his 182-lb bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ON THE DEFENSIVE...Cougars Amanda Vath, No. 24, and Natalia Kruk, No.
22, guard against Blue Devil Charolotte Dursee in Cranford on February 6.

ALPAUGH-McLEAN SECURES TEAM VICTORY WITH PIN

Cougars Down Eagles, 40-25,
In North 2, Group 4 Wrestling

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Justin Alpaugh-McLean saw
to it that the fourth seeded Cranford
High School wrestling team was go-
ing to advance to the semifinal round
of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
4 Tournament when he recorded a
second-period pin in his 195-lb bout
to give the Cougars an 11-point lead
with only one bout remaining in
Cranford on February 10. In the fol-
lowing bout at 220-lbs, Evan
Kanterman stepped to the mat and
received a forfeit to give the Cougars
a 40-25 victory over the fifth-seeded
Middletown South Eagles.

The Cougars had rallied from an
18-3 deficit to take a 28-22 lead into
the 182-lb bout but Jack Willi re-
corded an 11-7 decision over Chris
Hecht to keep the Eagles’ chances
alive. But Alpaugh-McLean had much
different ideas when he faced Landan
Moylan and took him to the mat with
a slick duck under, spin behind
takedown. Moylan escaped but
Aplaugh-McLean pulled off one of
the smoothest inside trip-and-drive
takedowns to take a 4-1 lead.

“I knew he would tie up with me
immediately. As soon as he got close
on my right side, that’s the side I
inside trip to, so as soon as he got to
that side, I knew I would inside trip,”
Alpaugh-McLean explained.

“He has an arsenal of takedowns. I
am just trying to get him to use them
all,” Cougar Head Coach Pat Gorman
commented.

But the second period lasted only
16 seconds when Alpaugh-McLean
used his hips to convert a step over

reversal to a pin.
“As soon as I got in the position to

step over, I had his neck pretty tight.
I had my hand around his arm, so I
knew I could step over and put him
right to his back,” Alpaugh-McLean
described.

“He’s got a good feel where his hips
are. That was nice to get that pin,”
Coach Gorman added.

The match began at the 285-lb class
and Cougar Kevin Shriner easily de-
feated Pedro Ricardo, 8-1, but the
following four bouts would be the
meat of the Eagles’ order. At 106-lbs,
Jack Zaleski pinned Will Fernandez
in 2:55 then Kaden King beat Mason
Hooey, 8-3, at 113-lbs. At 120-lbs,
Dave Hussey edged Pat Kalnins, 6-3,
then Brandan Slavin pinned Pat
Ganley in 3:37 to give the Eagles an
18-3 lead.

Although he was in quite a battle,
Jimmy Gluck turned things around
for the Cougars at 132-lbs when he
recorded a pair of takedowns and an
escape to top Mike Holland, 5-2. At
138-lbs, Luke DiGiovanni punished
Kyle Smith but it took him only 1:08
to pin him with a power half nelson.
Cougar Colin Murray went a differ-
ent route at 145-lbs by recording seven
takedowns, a reversal and a nearfall
to seize a 19-6, majority decision
over Nick Holland to tighten the team
score to 18-16.

Owen Fitzgerald got the four team
points back for the Eagles when he
claimed a 10-1, majority decision over
Christian Esposito at 152-lbs but
Shane Kanterman knotted the team
score, 22-22, when he pinned Austin
Carter with a front half nelson/head
smother in 2:44.

Max Nock put the Cougars up 28-
22 when he pinned Sean Fitzpatrick
in 1:27 with a single grapevine/power
half nelson at 170-lbs.

The Cougars had beaten the Eagles
earlier in the season but both teams
had been shifting their lineups.

“The first match I had a forfeit at
195. I knew they weren’t going to let
that happen this time. They were go-
ing to put a guy out there,” Alpaugh-
McLean said.

“We had some guys in the lineup
that we didn’t have too. Max Nock,
Mason Hooey. We got every match-up
that we wanted. We lost some bouts
that I thought we should have won. We
got to work on our level of effort from
everybody because instead of relying
on the same guys, they got to do a little
bit better of pulling their weight. We
got a lot to work on,” emphasized
Coach Gorman.

The Cougars would face top-
seeded, No. 3 ranked North Hunterdon
on February 12. The 18-0 Lions de-
molished Irvington, 65-6, in their
quarterfinal.

“Best public school in the state! We
will see where we are at,” Coach
Gorman expressed.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
285: —Shriner C d Ricardo 8-1
106: — Zaleski M p Fernandez 2:55
113: — King M d Hooey 8-3
120: — Hussey M d Kalnins 6-3
126: — Slavin M p Ganley 3:37
132: — Gluck C d Holland 5-2
138: — DiGiovanni C p Smith 1:08
145: — Murray C md Holland 19-6
152: — Fitzgerald M md Esposito 10-1
160: — Kanterman C p Carter 2:44
170: — Nock C p Fitzpatrick 1:27
182: — Willi M d Hecht 11-7
195: — McLean C p Moylan 2:16
220: — Kanterman C won forfeit
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Blue Devil Boys & Girls Sink
Ridge in Swim Section Semis

The 11-1 Westfield High School
boys swim team defeated Ridge, 115-
55, in the semifinal round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Public A
Tournament, while the 12-1 Lady
Blue Devils defeated Ridge, 117-53,
in their semifinal. The Blue Devil
boys won all three relays and all but
two of the individual events, while
the girls took first in all three relays
and five of the eight individual events.

For the boys, Roan Baker, Barney
Veres, Matt Swenson and Jeremy
Khronheimer won the 200-medly re-
lay in 1:40.59. Colin Kavanagh,
Kronheimer, Colman Scanlan and
Kyle Altman won the 200-free relay
in 1:32.14. TJ Walsh, Swenson, Billy
Maguire and Scanlan won the 400-
free relay in 3:30.29.

Seth Camacho took first in the 200-
free at 1:48.73 and the 500-free at
4:52.69. Kavanagh won the 200IM in
2:01.49 and the 100-free in 50.55.

Baker won the 100-back in 57.35 and
Veres won the 100-breast in 1:01.84.
Ridge’s Chris Fabian won the 50-free
in 22.49 and the 100-fly in 54.33.

For the girls, Lauren Lane, Ellie
Cestero, Abby McKinney and Erin
McKinney took first in the 200-med-
ley relay at 1:53.34. Katerine Li,
Lane, Marcelina Krowinska and
Abby McKinney touched first in the
200-free relay at 1:44.5. Clara Yu,
Sarah Kennedy, Julia McGann and
Abby Bebel took first in the 400-free
relay at 3:56.68.

Lane won the 100-free in 56.98,
McGann won the 100-back in 1:05.99
and Bebel won the 100-breast in
1:14.46. Erin McAndrew won the
200-free in 2:02.39 and Erin
McKinney won the 50-free in 25.55.
For Ridge, Emily Wang won the
200IM at 2:08.6 and the 100-fly in
1:00.13. Maggie Hannis won the 500-
free in 5:31.63.

Lady Raiders Stop Randolph
In Swim Quarterfinal, 95-73

The third-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls swim
team defeated Randolph, 95-73, to
advance to the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2 Public B semifinals to face
second-seeded Summit. The Lady
Raiders won two of the three relays
and six of the eight individual events.

Morgan Tsin, Sofia Leonetti, Lily
Hughes and Rachel Small took first
in the 200-medley relay with a time
of 1:59.06. Abby Ryan, Aislinn
Mooney, Leonetti and Julia Bonhote
took first in the 200-free relay at

1:46.98. Ryan won the 50-free in
27.48 and Hughes won the 100-
butterfly in 1:05.64. Bonhote won
the 200IM in 2:19.17, Mooney won
the 100-free in 56.74, Tsin won the
100-back in 1:06.75 and Katelyn
Gaulin won the 100-breast in
1:17.63.

For Randolph, Hannah Zuschlag,
Emily Spingarn, Courtney Poetsch
and Kyra Kayal took first in the
400-free relay at 4:02.03. Kayal won
the 200-free in 2:04.71 and also
won the 500-free in 5:41.46.

The top-seeded Westfield High
School wrestling team soundly de-
feated eighth-seeded Perth Amboy,
66-12, in the first round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 Tourna-
ment in Westfield on February 10.
Perth Amboy won by forfeit at 285-
lbs and by injury default at 182-lbs.

Ethan Composto (106-lbs) won by
fall in 45 seconds, Luke Jacobs (113-
lbs) recorded a pin in 57 seconds and

Quinn Gimblette (120-lbs) won by
pin in 56 seconds. Others winning by
pin were: Anthony Ciotta (145-lbs) in
5:47, Mike Price (152-lbs) in 3:39,
Jon Heard (220-lbs) in :59 and Dan
Moriaru (160-lbs) in 3:45. Tyler Sontz
(138-lbs) won 7-6, Jack Price (195-
lbs) won 1-0 and Aiden Paul (132-
lbs) won by injury default. Luke
Hoerle (126-lbs) and Luke Scanlan
(170-lbs) received forfeits.

Blue Devil Matmen Blast Perth Amboy, 66-12

The third-seeded Middletown
North High School wrestling team
defeated the sixth-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders, 47-25, in
the quarterfinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-
ment on February 10. Raider Larry
Shoyoye pinned Jack Lopez in 45
seconds at 195-lbs. At 285-lbs, Rob
Lerner pinned Andrew Kerski in 4:22.
Anthony Robinson claimed a 17-7,

majority decision over Grant Heller
at 152-lbs and Noah Samms beat Rich
Wall, 8-3, at 145-lbs. Brandon Bowles
received a forfeit at 126-lbs.

Middletown No. Tops Raiders in Mat Sectional

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GIVING HIM A LIFT...Cougar Max Nock, right, gives Sean Fitzpatrick a lift in his 170-lb bout during the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Quarterfinals in Cranford on February 10. The Cougars defeated Middletown South, 40-25.

more photos  – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETINGS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Cranford Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold the
following special meetings, at which formal action may be taken, as set forth below:

Dates: Wednesday, February 26, 2020
Monday, March 2, 2020
Monday, March 16, 2020

Time: 7:30 p.m. Workshop – Room 107
7:45 p.m. Official Meeting – Room 107

Place: Township Municipal Building
8 Springfield Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey

Purpose: Continuation of Application ZBA -19-0010
Agenda: New York SMSA Limited Partnership

d/b/a Verizon Wireless, T-Mobil Northeast LLC
New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC
Union County College, 1033 Springfield Avenue

Applicant is requesting preliminary and final site plan approval, a d(1), d(3)and d(6)
variance for a wireless telecommunications facility §255-37I(5) and (6), plus numerous
c(2) variances. A variance for height where the maximum height permitted is 70 feet and
140 feet to the top of the tower and 148 feet to top of the concealment branches is
proposed §255-37I(10)(a), a variance for setback where the minimum required setback
to the closet property line is 185 feet and 112 feet 9 inches is proposed §255-37I(10)(b)(1),
a variance for separation from the nearest residential unit where the minimum is 444 feet
and 229 feet 7 inches is proposed §255-37I(10)(c) and if so required, variances to
permitmore than one principal use on a lot, for the continuation of the existing non-
conforming lot area §255-37G(1)(c)and open space ratio §255-37G(1)(e).

Kathy Lenahan,
Land Use Administrator

1 T - 02/13/20, The Leader Fee: $56.10

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2219

A SPECIAL ORDINANCE AU-
THORIZING THE SALE OF
TOWN PROPERTY KNOWN
AS 320 VIRGINIA STREET IN
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield is the
owner of certain vacant undeveloped real
property formally known as Block 5706,
Lot 2 (portion of lot 2 as set forth on the
attached legal description on the Westfield
Tax Map, and informally known as 320
Virginia Street, Westfield; and

WHEREAS, the real property consists of
a portion of lot 2 measuring approximately
1,835.86 square feet. A legal description is
attached hereto for reference; and

WHEREAS Scott Kozacheck and Casey
Lee Loalbo, husband and wife, the owners
of real property that is contiguous to this
Town-owned real property, has petitioned
the Town seeking to purchase said Town-
owned property; and

WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor of the
Town of Westfield has determined that the
fair market value of this property is in the
range of $18,650 and $22,650, based upon
an estimated value of $10.00 to $12.00 per
square foot as non-buildable land; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(b)(5)
authorizes the sale of municipally-owned
land to the owner of the real property
contiguous to the real property being sold;
provided that the property being sold is
less than the minimum size required for
development under the municipal zoning
ordinance and is without any capital im-
provement thereon; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(b)(5)
also provides that when there is more than
one owner with property contiguous to the
property to be sold, that property shall be
sold to the highest bidder from among all
such bidders; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(b)(5)
also provides that the municipally-owned
property shall not be sold for less than the
fair market value of said real property; and

WHEREAS, The lot was offered to all
contiguous property owners, and only Scott
Kozachek and Casey Lee Loalbo made an
offer. All required publications regarding
such sale have been completed.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield as follows:

1. That the Town Council does hereby
approve a sale of the real property desig-
nated as Block 5706, Lot 2 (portion of this
lot as set forth on the attached legal de-
scription) on the Westfield Tax Map, and
known as 320 Virginia Street to Scott
Kozacheck and Casey Lee Loalbo, hus-

band and wife, the owners of real property
contiguous to the subject, municipally-
owned real property, for not less than
$20,515.00, subject to this municipally-
owned real property first being offered for
sale to any other owner of real property
contiguous thereto. The subject, munici-
pally-owned real property shall be sold to
the highest-bidding contiguous property
owner, with the minimum bid being
$20,515.00. The parties entered into a
contract of sale on May 29, 2019.

2. The Mayor and Clerk of the Town of
Westfield are hereby authorized to ex-
ecute and deliver a deed transferring said
real property to the highest-bidding con-
tiguous property owner in exchange for a
payment of not less than $20,515.00.

3. The Town Attorney is hereby autho-
rized and directed to prepare such deed
and the requisite contract, obtain such
signatures, and give such deed to the
highest-bidding contiguous property owner
in exchange for consideration of not less
than $20,515.00.

4. The deed shall provide that the prop-
erty so transferred shall be merged into,
and become a part of, the property already
owned by the highest-bidding contiguous
property owner, and shall not be devel-
oped separately. The deed shall also con-
tain a prohibition against any subdivision
of the lot so created by the merger into lots
other than conforming single-family lots.

5. In the event that any section, part, or
provision of this ordinance shall be de-
clared to be unenforceable or invalid by
any court, such holding shall not affect the
validity of this ordinance as a whole, or any
part hereof, other than the part so held to
be unenforceable or invalid.

6. This ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately following publication and in the
manner provided by law.

NOTICE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced
at a Regular Meeting of the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield held on February
11, 2020 and was read for the first time.
This ordinance will be further considered
for final passage by said Town Council at
the Westfield Municipal Building, Council
Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 at a meeting
beginning at 8:00 PM on February 25,
2020 or at any time and place to which
such meeting may be adjourned. All per-
sons interested will be given the opportu-
nity to be heard concerning such ordi-
nance. Copies of this ordinance are avail-
able at the Office of the Town Clerk,
Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 02/13/20, The Leader Fee: $109.14

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-018507-19
FILE NO. 27179-19

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
PAUL E. BOUCHER; MRS.
PAUL E. BOUCHER, WIFE OF
PAUL E. BOUCHER; FIRST
TRUST TTEE FBO CHARLES
DEAN RICHARDS, FTC AC-
COUNT NO 031038015291;
FIRST TRUST TTEE FBO
JAMES L. ZUMSTEIN, FTC
ACCOUNT NO 031038018307;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which TLF NATIONAL TAX LIEN TRUST
2017-1 is the plaintiff and PAUL E.
BOUCHER, ET ALS; are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-018507-19 within
thirty-five (35) days after February 13,
2020 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule
4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be ren-
dered against you for relief demanded in
the Complaint. You shall file your Answer
and Proof of Service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 13-027, sold
on 12/6/2013, dated 12/9/2013, and was
recorded on 2/19/2014 in Mortgage Book
13731 at Page 7, made by SHARON
CURRAN, Collector of Taxes of ROSELLE
BORO, and State of New Jersey to US
BANK CUST/CRESTAR CAPITAL and

subsequently assigned to US BANK CUS-
TODIAN/PFS FINANCIAL 1 LLC on 3/25/
2015 and was recorded on 3/31/2015 in
Assignment Book 1422 at Page 793 and
subsequently assigned to plaintiff, TLF
NATIONAL TAX LIEN TRUST 2017-1 on
7/19/2018 and was recorded on 8/7/2018
in Assignment Book 1443 at Page 2447.
This covers real estate located in ROSELLE
BORO, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 12 BLOCK
2802 as shown on the Tax Assessment
Map and Tax Map duplicate of ROSELLE
BORO. and concerns premises commonly
known as 1009 1/2 OAK STREET,
ROSELLE BORO, New Jersey.

YOU, PAUL E. BOUCHER, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because you are the owner of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.

YOU, MRS. PAUL E. BOUCHER, WIFE
OF PAUL E. BOUCHER, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to deter-
mine whether defendant MRS. PAUL E.
BOUCHER, WIFE OF PAUL E. BOUCHER
is married, and if married, the name of
MRS. PAUL E. BOUCHER, WIFE OF PAUL
E. BOUCHER’s spouse. If MRS. PAUL E.
BOUCHER, WIFE OF PAUL E. BOUCHER
is married, the plaintiff joins MRS. PAUL E.
BOUCHER, WIFE OF PAUL E. BOUCHER
as a defendant for any possessory or mari-
tal rights you may have.

YOU, FIRST TRUST TTEE FBO
CHARLES DEAN RICHARDS, FTC AC-
COUNT NO 031038015291; FIRST
TRUST TTEE FBO JAMES L. ZUMSTEIN,
FTC ACCOUNT NO 031038018307, are
made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because on April 23, 2004,
1009 1/2 Oak Street, LLC, executed a
mortgage to First Trust TTEE FBO Charles
Dean Richards, FTC Account NO.
031038015291 and First Trust TTEE FBO
James L. Zumstein, FTC Account NO.
031038018307 in the amount of
$22,930.77, which mortgage was recorded
on July 20, 2004 in the UNION  County
Clerk’s/Register’s Office in Mortgage Book
10767 at page 415. Said mortgage is sub-
ordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

DATED:  February 7, 2020
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk

Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 02/13/20, The Leader Fee: $100.98

PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS

Westfield Library Survey
Seeks User Feedback

WESTFIELD — As part of a three-
year strategic plan, the Westfield
Memorial Library has begun to survey
library users to help chart the library’s
future. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.

The survey is available on the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, or
directly at surveymonkey.com/r/
wml2020, and also at the library at
the Circulation, Children’s and
Reference desks. Everyone who
completes the survey automatically
has a chance to win an iPad mini.

The survey seeks to gather such
information as how frequently
cardholders and non-cardholders
use the library, what services they
use, and how they would like to see
the library improve or upgrade. The
survey also will attempt to glean the
best methods of communicating
with users.

Consulting group Library
Development Solutions will analyze
the survey results and incorporate its
findings into the library’s strategic
plan. Led by founding partner Leslie
Burger, Library Development
Solutions has helped hundreds of
libraries in the tri-state area plan for

their future since 1991. Ms. Burger
is the former director of the Princeton
Public Library and was president of
the American Library Association
from July 2006 to June 2007.

Over the past month the library
has held several focus groups, also
facilitated by Library Development
Solutions. Community leaders, a
group age 55-plus years, the Friends
of the Westfield Memorial Library,
staff members and teens were
quizzed about their ideas for the
library’s future and areas of
improvement. Information from the
focus groups will be incorporated
into the strategic plan as well.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m.
on Sunday. The library will be closed
on Monday, February 17, for
Presidents’ Day.

For more information about library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

Matman Loder Wins
Against Elizabethtown

GETTYSBURG, Pa. — Gettysburg
freshman Brendan Loder of Westfield
won his 184-lb bout, 12-5, over Jacob
Latham during a match between
Gettysburg and Elizabethtown Col-
lege on February 8.

Loder earned a takedown in the
opening period and added an escape
and takedown to start the second. The
first-year made a run at a major deci-
sion with three takedowns in the final
period of action.

WF Devilfish Send Youngest
To 8U Swim Championships

W&H Senior Logan D’Amore

On February 1, the Westfield “Y”
Devilfish sent over 20 of their young-
est swimmers to the 8 and Under Cham-
pionships held at Raritan Valley Com-
munity College in Branchburg. Sophie
Ayers finished first in two events (25
Free and 25 Fly).

TOP 16 DEVILFISH:
7U GIRLS: Sophie Ayers (1st 25

Free and 25 Fly, 3rd 25 Back); Molly
Germond (6th 25 Fly); Maeve Kavanagh
(8th 25 Back, 14th 50 Free); Leona

Rogers (7th 25 Breast, 9th 25 Free)
7U BOYS: Charlie Grauch (5th 50

Free and 25 Fly, 9th 25 Free);
8 GIRLS: Juliana Enright (10th 25

Fly); Gemma Giordano (5th 50 Free
and 25 Breast, 13th 25 Back); Vera
Grez (16th 50 Free); Eva Lubenow
(14th 50 Free, 16th 100IM and 25
Fly); Dorian Ritter (13th 25 Breast);
Kelsey Ruberto (9th 25 Breast, 11th
50 Free, 13th 100IM); Victoria
Sidorov (14th 25 Free); Annabelle
Tao (7th 25 Breast, 12th 50 Free)

8 BOYS: Joseph Casiere (3rd 50
Free and 25 Back, 10th 25 Fly);
Alexander Contract (6th 25 Back,
10th 100IM); Lucas Moussouni (4th
50 Free, 6th 100IM , 8th 25 Fly);
William Walker (4th 25 Breast)

D’Amore Wins Gold
At State Prep Meet

Wardlaw+Hartridge senior Logan
D’Amore of Scotch Plains lived up to
his seeding and achieved his goal of
winning two gold medals at the NJ
Prep State Swimming Championships
at The Lawrenceville School’s Lavino
Pool on Feb. 4. D’Amore won the
200-yard freestyle (1:41.83) and 500-
yard freestyle (4:40.88) just 10 days
after capturing gold medals in the
100-yard free and 200-yard individual
medley at the Greater Middlesex
County finals.

D’Amore now sets his sights on the
NJSIAA Meet of Champions in
March. He plans to continue training
through the state’s most prestigious
event, with YMCA Nationals in early
April also on his mind. He has quali-
fied for the MOC in many events and
plans to strategize with his coaches to
decide which events to swim against
the state’s best, with a goal of placing
in the top eight

ESTATE SALE

AMERICAN LEGION
1003 NORTH AVE W,

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
DATE: 02/16/2020 (SUNDAY)

TIME: 08:30AM-04:30PM.
Antique Toys, Designer Bags,
Jewelry, Furniture, China,
Huge Sale! More Info:

(973) 204-0967

CLEANING LADY

Portuguese Cleaning Lady
with 20 years of experience

and references.
Cleans houses, condos, apart-
ments, offices, and stairways.
Please call/txt (973) 900-4343

for a free estimate!

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

APARTMENT FOR RENT

2 BR Loft *One block
from Westfield Center and
Train Station. Newly refin-
ished, hardwood floors,
Westfield Schools, Parking
**Available today.  $2,000.00/mo.
Call Abraham (973) 930-2469

WESTFIELD
Sunday, February 2, a motor ve-

hicle owned by a resident of the state
of Maryland was reported stolen. The
victim was visiting a residence on
Linden Avenue. The vehicle is a 2018
Audi Q7, valued at approximately
$50,000. A laptop computer was in-
side the vehicle at the time of the theft.
It is believed the vehicle key was in
the vehicle when it was stolen.

Wednesday, February 5, police ar-
rested Jihad T. Bonds, 25, of
Piscataway on two outstanding war-
rants pursuant to a prisoner pickup at
the Middlesex County jail. One was a
criminal warrant out of the Westfield
Municipal Court, in the amount of
$1,350, and the other was a traffic
warrant out of the Trenton Municipal
Court, in the amount of $150. There
was no 10-percent cash option on
either warrant. Bonds was transported
to police headquarters, where he was
processed and held awaiting his court
date.

FANWOOD
Saturday, February 8, officers were

investigating a disorderly person call
on the 190 block of South Avenue. The
officers located the parties involved
and a check of one of the parties showed
an active warrant out of Jersey City.
This person was arrested, processed,
posted bail and released. He was iden-
tified as Kevin Dailey, 49, of Fanwood.

CRANFORD
Friday, January 31, Damon Hayes,

25, of Roselle was arrested on charges
of possession of under 50 grams (mari-
juana) and possession of parapherna-
lia. A 2016 BMW was stopped on
North Avenue East for not having a
front license plate. Following an in-
vestigation on scene, police arrested
the driver, Hayes, for possession of
suspected marijuana. He was processed
and provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, Hayes
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for no front plate, tinted windows and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Friday, January 31, Romulo
Rodrigues, 33, of Linden was arrested
on charges of possession of under 50
grams (marijuana) and possession of
drug paraphernalia. A 2014 Jeep was
stopped at Myrtle and Park Streets for

a parking light out. Following an in-
vestigation on scene, police arrested
the driver, Rodrigues, for possession
of suspected marijuana. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a municipal
court appearance date. In addition,
Rodrigues was issued motor vehicle
summonses for maintenance of lamps
and possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance in a motor vehicle.

Friday, January 31, Steven Grote,
45, of Union was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI).
Police units were dispatched to North
Avenue East for a motor vehicle crash.
Following an investigation on scene,
police arrested one of the drivers,
Grote, for DWI. He was processed
and provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, Grote
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for careless driving, suspended driv-
ing and a view obstruction.

Monday, February 3, police arrested
Jeremy Parfait, 19, of Plainfield and
Kailin Smith, 18, of Cranford pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop. Parfait
was charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance, while
Smith was charged with possession of
under 50 grams (marijuana). Both
additionally were charged with pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. A 2000
Toyota was stopped on Walnut Av-
enue for erratic driving. Following an
investigation on scene, police arrested
one passenger, Parfait, for possession
of suspected THC wax. A second pas-
senger, Smith, also was arrested for
possession of suspected marijuana.
Both were processed and provided
with Superior Court appearance dates.
In addition, the driver was issued
motor vehicle summonses for a
seatbelt violation and a graduated
driver’s license violation.

Monday, February 3, Johnathan
Carratura, 30, of Roselle Park was
arrested on charges of possession of
under 50 grams (marijuana) and pos-
session of paraphernalia. A 2010
Toyota was stopped at North Avenue
East and Carpenter Place for a seatbelt
violation. Following an investigation

on scene, police arrested the driver,
Carratura, for possession of suspected
marijuana. He was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court appear-
ance date. In addition, Carratura was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
a seatbelt violation and possession of
a controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, February 4, Samir R.

Gandhi, 42, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on charges of driving under the
influence and assault by auto during a
motor vehicle accident investigation.
The accident involved three motor
vehicles, with one of the occupants
transported to Overlook Medical Cen-
ter with neck and back pain. Gandhi
was transported to police headquar-
ters and processed.

Wednesday, February 5, a resident of
Raritan Road reported being the victim
of fraud. Someone opened several credit
accounts in the victim’s name. The
matter is under investigation.

Thursday, February 6, a business
located on the 2400 block of Plainfield
Avenue reported a theft. The manage-
ment stated that equipment was rented
to several individuals and the equip-
ment was not returned. The matter is
under investigation.

Thursday, February 6, Tahja N.
Richards, 29, of Newark was arrested
on an active warrant out of Irvington
during a motor vehicle stop. Richards

was transported to police headquar-
ters and processed.

Friday, February 7, Matthew D.
Tracey, 18, of Orange was arrested on
charges of possession of marijuana
and possession of drug parapherna-
lia. Also arrested was Jaden M.
McReynolds, 18, of Union, who was
charged with possession of marijuana.
Both arrests were the result of a sus-
picious-vehicle investigation. Tracey
and McReynolds were transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Friday, February 7, a resident re-
ported the theft of money and credit
cards from a locker at a Lamberts
Mill Road business. The matter is
under investigation.

Saturday, February 8, Raul E.
Lucero-Perez, 40, of Newark was
arrested on active warrants out of
Watchung and Fanwood during a mo-
tor vehicle stop. He was transported
to police headquarters and processed.

Sunday, February 9, a resident re-
ported the theft of a purse from a
motor vehicle in the parking lot of a
Martine Avenue establishment. The
matter is under investigation.

Monday, February 10, Andre D.
Jones, 28, of Plainfield was arrested
on an active warrant out of
Mountainside during a motor vehicle
stop. Jones was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Monday, February 10, Jennifer M.
Power, 48, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with driving under
the influence during a single-car mo-
tor vehicle accident investigation.
Power was transported to police head-
quarters and processe

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

2020 BUDGET MEETINGS

Under the terms of the “Open Public
Meetings Act P.L. 1975, C. 231, please be
advised that the Fiscal Affairs Committee
of the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders will be hosting Special Meet-
ings on the 2020 Budget on the following
dates:

Wednesday, March 4, 2020 at 6:00 pm
at the Cranford Municipal Building, Coun-
cil Chambers, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Thursday, March 12, 2020 at 6:00 pm at
Vocational-Technical Schools, Adminis-
tration Building Board Room, 1776 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains, New Jersey;

Wednesday, March 18, 2020 at 6:00 pm
at the Rahway City Hall, Council Cham-
bers/Municipal Court Room, 1 City hall
Plaza, Rahway, New Jersey;

These meetings of the Fiscal Affairs
Committee are not Regular Meetings of
the Board of Chosen Freeholders. No ac-
tion will be taken. While open to the public,
there is no opportunity for public comment.
The time and place for public comments
on the 2020 budget will be provided during
the official Public Hearing on the 2020
Budget, which will be announced at time of
the budget introduction in accordance with
the law.

All times and dates are subject to change
without notice.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 02/13/20, The Leader Fee: $33.15

Aging Services Kiosk
Coming to Area Libraries

Jim Lowney/County of Union
CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH...Union County Freeholder Vice-
Chairman Angel G. Estrada and Freeholder Angela Garretson, Freeholder Chris-
topher Hudak, Freeholder Andrea Staten and Freeholder Rebecca Williams joined
Union County Manager Ed Oatman, Deputy County Manager Amy Wagner, Clerk
of the Board James Peritteri, Union County Human Services Director Debbie-Ann
Anderson, Office of Community Engagement and Diversity Coordinator Nathalie
Hernandez, Assemblywoman Linda Carter (D-22nd, Plainfield), Elizabeth Coun-
cilwoman Patricia Perkins-Auguste and others at the Black History Month Flag
Raising outside the Union County Courthouse in Elizabeth.

COUNTY — Residents seeking re-
liable information about services for
adults age 60 and older are invited to
attend the county’s ASK (Aging Ser-
vices Kiosk) program, which is pre-
sented monthly in area communities.
Representatives from the Division on
Aging, an office of the Union County
Department of Human Services, pro-
vide information at these events.

In February, the ASK program will
be held at public libraries in Garwood
and Union, as well as the Rahway
Senior Center.

The ASK program offers informa-
tion on access to home-delivered meals,
respite care, home care, adult day care
and support services for caregivers.
Assistance with completing applica-

tions and forms also is provided.
The ASK program will be featured

next Thursday, February 20, from 10
a.m. to noon, at the Garwood Public
Library, 411 Third Avenue.

All Union County residents are wel-
come to attend any ASK event. In
case of inclement weather, residents
may call (908) 572-4870 on the day
of the event to confirm if the event has
been rescheduled. For the ASK sched-
ule, residents should visit ucnj.org.

For more information about the
Union County Division on Aging and
Disability Resource Connection, call
the division’s toll-free number: 1-
(888) 280-8226, or (908) 527-4870
or (908) 527-4858. Spanish speakers
may call (908) 527-4863.

Victorian Soc. to Spotlight
19th-Century Spiritualism

AREA — The Victorian Society In
America, Northern New Jersey Chap-
ter, will present “The Rise and Fall of
Spiritualism in the Victorian Era” on
Monday, February 17, at 7:30 p.m.
This program will take place at the
Montclair Women’s Club, located at
82 Union Street, Montclair. Refresh-
ments will be served.

Spiritualism (and spirit mediums)
grew in popularity throughout Europe
and America during the 19th century. It
is estimated that more than eight million
people were believers in Spiritualism
and the ability to communicate with the
dead, including prominent figures such
as Queen Victoria, Mary Todd Lincoln
and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

Mac McParland, a member of the
International Brotherhood of Magi-

cians, will present an illustrated lecture
about the 19th-century Spiritualist reli-
gious movement. He will discuss the
societal issues that made spiritualism
such an attractive belief system and
contributed to its rapid rise in popular-
ity. Magicians of the era worked with
clergy and politicians to help expose
their trickery. Mr. McParland will dem-
onstrate some of these techniques. De-
spite the exposition of these fakes, Spiri-
tualism has survived to the modern day.

Admission is free for Victorian Soci-
ety members and $10 for non-members.
An annual membership is $40. For more
information, contact
christinapmayer@gmail.com or (973)
744-5916. Further information about the
Victorian Society is available by visiting
victoriansannj.org.

Place a Classified Ad Online at www.goleader.com/form/classified
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U. New Hampshire
Dean’s List Announced

DURHAM, N.H. — The following
students have been named to the
Dean’s List at the University of New
Hampshire for the fall 2019 semester:

Mary Feranda of Cranford, earning
high honors, is majoring in biomedical
science: medical and veterinary
services; Natasha Salvati of Cranford,
earning honors, is majoring in theatre
design and theatre technology, and
Daniel Magelinski of Fanwood,
earning highest honors, is majoring
in psychology major.

Students named to the Dean’s List
are enrolled in a full-time course
load (12 or more graded credits).
Highest honors are awarded to
students who earn a semester grade
point average of 3.85 or better out of
a possible 4.0. Students with a 3.65
to 3.84 average are awarded high
honors and students whose grade
point average is 3.5 through 3.64 are
awarded honors.

Bob Abbott Named to
Grove City Dean’s List

GROVE CITY, Pa. — Bob Abbott,
a senior finance major at Grove City
College, has been named to the Dean’s
List for the fall 2019 semester. Bob is
a 2016 graduate of Westfield High
School and is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Abbott (Vivian) from Westfield.

Students eligible for the Dean’s
List have a GPA of 3.40 to 3.59; for
the Dean’s List with Distinction a
GPA of 3.60 to 3.84 and for the Dean’s
List with High Distinction a GPA of
3.85 to 4.0.

Delaware U. Announces
Fall 2019 Dean’s List

Garwood Kindergarten
Registration Information

GARWOOD — Registration for
kindergarten for September 2020
which began Monday, continues
through Thursday, February 13 and
again from Tuesday, February 18 to
Friday, February 21 from 9 a.m. to 11
a.m. and from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

To expedite registration, forms may
be obtained from the Garwood
Schools website at
www.garwoodschools.org. Children
turning five by October 1, 2020 may
be registered for kindergarten.

The following documents are
required for student registration:

An original and a copy of the child’s
birth certificate, current immunization
records and recent physical.

The following are required proofs,
which may be used to establish
residency and/or domicile in
Garwood:

1. Mortgage, lease or rental
agreement with Garwood address; and
two or more of the following:

a) Utility bill in your name with a
Garwood address;

b) Credit card bill in your name at
a Garwood address;

c) Voter Registration Card in your
name with a Garwood address;

d) Driver’s License in your name
with a Garwood address;

e) Vehicle Registration in your name
with a Garwood address;

f) Bank Account in your name with
a Garwood address;

g) Federal or State Income Tax
Returns indicating domicile in
Garwood;

h) Child Custody Order placing the
child with a Garwood resident;

You will not be asked for any
information or documents protected
from disclosure by law, or pertaining
to criteria that are not legitimate bases
for determining eligibility to attend
school.

If living in a residency where there
is no established rental agreement,
i.e., living with a relative or under an
oral lease, the most recent tax bill and

notarized letter of domicile from the
person whose name appears on the
tax bill; or a notarized statement from
your landlord indicating his/her name,
address and telephone number and
affirming that you live at the Garwood
address with an oral lease.

The Garwood Board of Education
reserves the right to make a bona fide
request for additional and/or
alternative documentation of
residency on a case by case basis.

Proof of immunization (most recent
record) as per New Jersey State
Administrative Code 8:57-4 for DTaP,
Polio, Hepatitis B, MMR and
Varicella.

Please note that registrations are
not considered completed until both
immunizations and a school entrance
physical have been received. School
entrance physicals must be from
September 2019 to September 2020.
All physicals must include vision and
hearing.

The totality of information and
documentation offered by families
will be considered in evaluating an
application, and, unless expressly
required by law, the student will not
be denied enrollment based on a
family’s inability to provide certain
form(s) of documentation where other
acceptable evidence is presented.

Local Students Achieve
Dean’s List at TCNJ

EWING, NJ — The following
students have been placed on the
Dean’s List at The College of New
Jersey (TCNJ) for the fall 2019
semester. To achieve this honor, a
student must carry 12 or more credits
that semester and earn a 3.5 (or above)
grade point average:

Fanwood, Kylie Beirne, special
education; Amy Magrino, special
education; David McMillan,
philosophy; Kyle Tam, accountancy;
James Wright, political science;

Garwood: Brandon Domingues,
pre-finance; Kate Humphreys, early
childhood; Emma Neuberger,
English; Michael Pellino, marketing;

Mountainside: Matthew Bruno,
finance; Kelsey Cogan, public health;
Cailyn Jurczak, interactive

multimedia; Patrick Wenz, elementary
education (BS);

Westfield: Allison Bronander,
sociology; Sarah Broughton, biology
(BS); Joseph Bruno, electrical
engineering; Joshua Camacho,
marketing; Maxwell Cerra, chemistry
– ACS; Shannon Devitt, accountancy;
Michael Gagliardi, mechanical
engineering; Claire Hunter, health and
exercise science; Melissa Mo,
international studies; Griffin Morgan,
mechanical engineering; Sydney
Nigro, English secondary education;
Madison Pena, journalism and
professional writing; Grace Pfeifer,
communication studies; Ryan Soldati,
communication studies; Jordan
Warner, accountancy, and Eric Yoon,
visual arts.

NEWARK, Del. — The following
students have been named to the Uni-
versity of Delaware Dean’s List for
the fall 2019 semester:

Westfield: Amelia Ritter, Chloe
Beauchamp, Allison Worms, Lauren
Fazio, Eric Varakian, Megan Melillo,
Nicole Cristiano, Olivia Luzzi,
Katherine Brown, Aaron Tavasi,
Nicole Cristiano, Max Carle, Emily
Labrozzi, Erin Malley, Olivia
Aurigemma, Matthew Schiff, Chris-
tina Di Bella, Sydney Swingle,
Nicolas Guerriero, Lee Beauchamp,
Kamryn Lombardi, Jenna Daniel,
Julia Burk, Jillian Alvarado, and Lia
Varga.

Cranford: Julia Schork, Christo-
pher Remley, Zachary Roy, David
Fonseca, Brittany Hogan, Erin
Readie, Ryan McGovern, Justin
Witwick, Alison Balkan, Patrick
Jarosz, Haley Carter, Kelly Mcauliffe,
Meghan Santarelli, William Testa,
William Steele, Michael Meola, and
Jon Iosso.

Mountainside: Jack Hall, Avery
Roland, Alexa Saldida, Cristal
Vilasoa, Kate Uray, Amanda Radick,
Ethan Saia, Christopher Bruno, and
Sofia Gonzalez-Nolde.

Fanwood: Owen Martin, Sydney
Clasen, Ava Laverty, and Sydney

Clasen.
Scotch Plains: Natalie

Zimmermann, Paige Crandall,
Caroline Babis, Emma Kowalczyk,
Mikayla DeLorenzo, Emma Duggan,
Ryan Peterson, Lauren Eck, and
Nicole Tavares.

Garwood: Patrick Jarosz.
To meet eligibility requirements

for the Dean’s List, a student must be
enrolled full-time and earn a GPA of
3.5 or above (on a 4.0 scale) for the
semester.

Robert Fisher Named to
At Le Moyne Dean’s List

SYRACUSE, NY — Robert Fisher,
a sophomore communications major
from Scotch Plains, has been named
to the Le Moyne College Dean’s List
for the fall 2019 semester. To make
the list, students must achieve a GPA
of 3.5 or above.

Kayla Abcede Added to
Scranton Dean’s List
SCRANTON, Pa. — Kayla Abcede

of Garwood was among students
added to The University of Scranton
Dean’s List for the spring 2019
semester after publication of the list
in June of 2019.

Kayla is a sophomore engineering
management major in the University’s
Kania School of Management.

A student must have a grade point
average of 3.5 or better with a
minimum number of credit hours to
make the Dean’s List.

GRANDPARENT/SPECIAL PERSONS DAY...Lincoln School Principal in
Westfield, Audrey Zavetz, participates in  Grandparent/Special Persons Day held
on January 31 for kindergarten and preschool students at the school.

Local Residents Named to
Northeastern Dean’s List

Grandparent Day Held At
Lincoln School in Westfield
WESTFIELD — On January 31,

kindergarten and preschool students
at Lincoln School of Westfield had
something special to celebrate…..or
actually someone special. It was
Grandparent/Special Persons Day,
and at three different points in the day
the gym was brimming with various
guests who were all there at the behest
of someone small in their lives.

The event began with a warm
welcome from Principal Audrey
Zavetz and a slideshow of photos of
Lincoln School’s own staff with their
grandparents. Led by Christina
Toulios, the students then entertained
the crowd with three songs replete
with hand movements and exuberant
inflection: “Mail Myself to You,” “I
Love You a Bushel and a Peck,” and
“A Song for Grandparents Day.” Then
Mrs. Zavetz read the attentive crowd
three poems including an A-Z acrostic
completed by the students as to what
makes a grandparent special.
Responses included A: always there
for me, G: gave me my Dad, R:

Grandma’s ring to remember her by,
Y&Z: young looking especially when
you take me to the zoo, As tears of
laughter and sentiment were dried,
the children leapt back to their feet to
warm the crowd with a rousing
rendition of “Hot Chocolate!”

The event culminated with a special
trip to each student’s classroom where
teachers had helped the students
prepare special presentations for their
guests. In this rare opportunity to
share their classroom world, kids were
eager to point out their seats, special
work, and favorite areas of the school
and classroom. As the day came to
completion, all were filled with love
and joy in celebration of these special
connections.

“I am so proud of how
enthusiastically the students sang for
their grandparents and special people.
It is such a joy to watch their
excitement singing for their favorite
people on stage for the first time,”
said Ms. Toulios, the children’s music
teacher at Lincoln.

BOSTON, Mass. — Northeastern
University has announced that the
following local students were recently
named to the university’s Dean’s List
for the fall semester, which ended in
December 2019:

Marisa Lijoi of Cranford, majoring
in English; Michael Kretchman of
Mountainside, majoring in
mechanical engineering; and
Westfield residents, Morgan Miovski,
majoring in cell and molecular
biology; Max Kleiman-Lynch,
majoring in chemical engineering;
Raquel Levy, majoring in computer
science/design; Justin Almendral,
majoring in engineering, and Michela
Redington, majoring in international
affairs, anthropology.

To achieve the Dean’s List
distinction, students must carry a full
program of at least four courses, have
a quality point average of 3.5 or greater
out of a possible 4.0 and carry no
single grade lower than a C- during
the course of their college career.
Each student receives a letter of
commendation and congratulation
from their college dean.

In addition to achieving distinction
through the Dean’s List they are a
member of the University Honors
Program, which offers high-caliber

students the chance to further hone
their studies and interests, live in
special interest residential
communities, participate in enriched,
interdisciplinary courses, and engage
in research and creative endeavors,
service, and global experiences.

URI Students Make
Fall Dean’s List

KINGSTON, RI — The University
of Rhode Island (URI) has announced
that more than 6,000 undergraduates
have qualified for the fall 2019 Dean’s
List.

To be included on the Dean’s List,
students must have completed 12 or
more credits during a semester for
letter grades with at least a 3.30 quality
point average. Part-time students
qualify with the accumulation of 12
credits with a 3.30 quality point
average.

The following local students been
named to URI’s fall 2019 Dean’s List:

Cranford: Abby Collyer, Lily
Collyer, Nicole Gargiles, and Juliana
Marcotrigiano; Westfield: Maddy
Love, Harry Schlenger, Katie Sheets,
Isaac Amador, Lexi Fasano, Abby
Jones, and Liam Loughlin,

Scotch Plains: Shannon Costello,
Jessi Florendo, Ava Leichtling,
Tatiana Melendez, Anniston Pagano,
Laura Pansulla, Lauren Szpond, and
Adam Weiner.

Jacqueline Fahrenholz
Takes Part in Study

WESTMINSTER, Md. —
Jacqueline Fahrenholz of Scotch
Plains, a student from McDaniel
College, participated in a study tour
during Jan Term with McDaniel’s The
Forest Online.

Traveling to the Peruvian Amazon,
students collect information in this
course for digital storytelling
individually or in groups that
showcase the issues of environmental
conservation and social justice.

January Term, known as Jan Term,
is a three-week session between the
fall and spring semesters that allows
students and faculty to explore new
areas and expand their intellectual
horizons with specially designed
courses.

Students Named to
Champlain Dean’s List

BURLINGTON, Vt. — Robert
Wessolock of Cranford and Jamie
Abar and Peter Coronato of Scotch
Plains have been named to the
Champlain College Dean’s List for
achieving a grade point average of
3.5 or higher in the fall 2019 semester.

Andrew Rimpici Makes
President’s List

BURLINGTON, Vt. — Andrew
Rimpici of Scotch Plains has been
named to the Champlain College
President’s List for the fall 2019
semester.

Students on the President’s List
have achieved a grade point average
of 4.0 or higher during the semester.
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Matthew Nicholls
Named to Dean’s List
EAST STROUDSBURG, Pa. —

Matthew Nicholls, a undeclared ma-
jor from Westfield, was one of 1,513
students to be named to the Dean’s
List at East Stroudsburg University
of Pennsylvania (ESU) for the fall
2019 semester of the 2019-2020 aca-
demic year, according to Joanne Z.
Bruno, J.D., provost and vice-presi-
dent for academic affairs.

Students eligible for the Dean’s
List are those who have attained a
3.50 quality point average or better
and are enrolled full-time.

The letter grade “B” earns three
quality points per credit, and the grade
“A” earns 4 quality points per credit.

Residents Named to
Quinnipiac Dean’s List

HAMDEN, Conn. — The follow-
ing area students were named to the
Dean’s List for the fall 2019 semester
at Quinnipiac University:

Fanwood: Matthew Halpin, David
Kloepfer and Alyssa Scheu; Garwood,
Gabriella Sluka and Larissa Vena;
Mountainside, Isabella Napoli, and
Valerie Sobol; Westfield, Sydney
Dobson, Colleen O’Connor and Brian
Vergilis.

To qualify for the dean’s list, stu-
dents must earn a grade point average
of at least 3.5 with no grade lower than
C. Full-time students must complete at
least 14 credits in a semester, with at
least 12 credits that have been graded
on a letter grade basis to be eligible.
Part-time students must complete at
least six credits during a semester.

Local Students Named
To Oratory Honor

SUMMIT — The Oratory Prepa-
ratory School of Summit New Jersey
announced their second marking pe-
riod honor roll students. The St. Philip
Neri Highest Honor Roll requires a
95 average with no less than a 90
average in any single class.

Students accomplishing this dis-
tinction from Westfield include Liam
Henderson, Luke Hobbie, Mark
Jacobello and Dylan Zwally.

Molly Jackson Named
To Dean’s List

EMMITSBURG, Md. — Molly
Jackson of Westfield has earned Dean’s
List honors for the fall 2019 semester
at Mount St. Mary’s University, a pri-
vate, liberal arts, Catholic university
in the Catoctin Mountains near his-
toric Emmitsburg, Maryland, with a
satellite campus in Frederick, Md.

Sarah Gorman Makes
President’s, Dean’s List

WINCHESTER, Va. — Sarah
Gorman of Fanwood is one of 326
students that earned President’s List
honors in the fall 2019 semester at
Shenandoah University. A Music The-
atre Accompanying and Music Edu-
cation major, she earned a GPA of 3.9
or higher in the fall semester.

Sarah is also one of 893 students
that earned Dean’s List honors.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF HEALTH

BOH ORDINANCE #1-2020

Public notice is hereby given that an
Ordinance entitled “An Ordinance Amend-
ing and Supplementing Part IV of the Health
Code of the Town of Westfield to Add a
New Chapter, Chapter 8, Regulating the
Sale and Manufacture of Electronic Smok-
ing Devices” of which the following is a
copy was adopted by the Westfield Board
of Health at a regular meeting held on
February 3, 2020.

Megan Avallone,
Board Secretary

1 T - 02/13/20, The Leader Fee: $15.30

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

INSURANCE FUND COMMISSION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

In accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, please be advised that the
annual regular meetings for calendar year
2020 of the Union County Insurance Fund
Commission, a public entity established
under NJSA 40A:10(6), have been sched-
uled on the dates listed below. All regular
meetings will begin at 10:00 AM and the
location of the meetings is the Administra-
tion Building -6th Floor, Freeholder Con-
ference Room, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza,
Elizabeth, New Jersey. Official action will
take place. A copy of this notice has been
filed with the office of the County Clerk.

February 19, 2020
March 18, 2020
April 15, 2020
June 17, 2020
July 15, 2020

September 16, 2020
October 21, 2020

December 16, 2020

In addition such other meetings as may
be required shall be scheduled and held,
but pursuant to and with such additional
notice as may be required by statute.
By: PERMA Risk Management Services

Administrator
1 T - 02/13/20, The Leader Fee: $29.07

Local Students Named to
Dean’s List at Clemson

CLEMSON, S.C. — Local students
were named to the Dean’s List at
Clemson University for the fall 2019
semester.

They are: Thomas Gabriel Brennan
Jr. of Westfield, whose major is pre-
business; Emma E. Didzbalis of
Cranford, whose major is biological
sciences; Anne Lacey Friel of
Westfield, whose major is nursing;
Tani A. Horton of Westfield, whose
major is pre-business; Hailey Sloane

Longstreet of Westfield, whose ma-
jor is health science;

Isabella Anna Bernardo of
Fanwood, whose major is packaging
science; Jake A. Canavan of Scotch
Plains, whose major is chemistry;
Jaclyn Elise Horre of Scotch Plains,
whose major is pre-business; Kerri
Lynn McNeely of Scotch Plains,
whose major is chemical engineer-
ing; Matthew Edward Schweizer of
Scotch Plains, whose major is finan-
cial management.

To be named to the Dean’s List, a
student achieved a grade-point average
between 3.50 and 3.99 on a 4.0 scale.

Lauren Brumfield
Named to Dean’s List
CARLISLE, Pa. — Lauren

Brumfield, a senior psychology ma-
jor at Dickinson College, has been
named to the Dean’s List for the fall
2019 semester. A graduate of
Westfield High School, she is the
daughter of Jay and Sharon Brumfield
of Westfield.
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This Is
Westfield

SPFHS Repertory Theatre Presents
Chicago as Spring Musical

Florian Schantz Combo to Play
Jazz from the Roaring Twenties

FANWOOD — Come celebrate the
roaring twenties with the Florian
Schantz Jazz Combo on Monday,
February 24, at 7:30 p.m., at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, 74
Martine Avenue (around the back at
the McDermott Street entrance). The
program is sponsored by the College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains. This
lively and entertaining program is
free and open to the public.

The Florian Schantz Jazz Combo,
who specializes in thematic historical
musical programs with informational
narrative, will be featuring the music
that put the roar in the roaring twen-
ties. Come witness the revival of the
one true American art form in its
purest form during its heyday. The
program is suitable for all ages.

The band has performed over 65
library programs across the tri-state

area, as well as numerous historical
societies and hundreds of other venues.

The Combo is led by a 17-year-old
professional trumpet player, Florian
Schantz, who started the band at age
9 and has performed over 470 en-
gagements across New Jersey, New
York, Connecticut, Pennsylvania and

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Repertory Theatre is to present this
year’s musical production Chicago:
High School Edition. The students of
Scotch-Plains Fanwood are thrilled to
bring this legendary Broadway produc-
tion to the SPFHS stage. This raucous,
jazzy, irreverent musical is sure to razzle
and dazzle! Performances will be held
on Friday, March 6, Saturday, March 7,
Thursday, March 12, Friday, March 13,
and Saturday, March 14, at 7:30 p.m.
There will also be a matinee on Sunday,
March 8, at 2 p.m. All performances
will take place in the Manya Unger
Auditorium at SPFHS, located at 667
Westfield Road, in Scotch Plains.

Chicago: High School Edition cel-
ebrates the glorious excesses of the
Jazz Age and holds up a mirror to the
nation in fun and provocative ways.
This iconic musical is tastefully edited
for community audiences. While the
subject matter is mature and may not be
enjoyable for small children, families
with older children need not shy away.
Audience members will be mesmer-
ized by the music and the satirical tale
of the merry murderesses determined
to find fame, fortune and all that jazz.

Set in the roaring twenties, Chi-
cago tells the story of two rival vaude-

villians vying for the spotlight, while
biding their time in Cook County Jail.
Roxie Hart is on death row for the
murder of her faithless lover. Velma
Kelly denies her ruthless crimes, but
will do whatever it takes to be acquit-
ted and back on stage. The sensation-
alist lawyer, Billy Flynn, is the ring
master at the center of the media
circus surrounding the trial. Will he
be able to design the headlines they
need not only to be free, but to be-
come the celebrities they’ve always
dreamed they could be?

This production of Chicago in-
volves over 100 students, including
the crew and live pit orchestra. The
cast is under the artful direction and
creative supervision of Director Mor-
gan Knight, Producer and Music Di-
rector Jan Allen, Assistant Director
Courtney Nemec, Choreographer
Kara Drake, Pit Orchestra Conductor
Trey Shore, Set Designer Jeff Allen,
Stage Crew Supervisor Gary Moore,
Lighting Designer Thomas Rowe and
Costume Designer Joanne Sprague.

When asked about the upcoming
shows, Mr. Knight replied, “One of
the best things about Chicago is the
incredible choreography; it combines
the best of 1920’s dance with the
unique style of Bob Fosse. The stu-

dents have thrown themselves whole-
heartedly into meeting the challenges
the choreography presents.”

Tickets for Chicago: High School
Edition are on sale now! They may be
purchased in advance at: https://
chicagospfhs.brownpapertickets.com
and are $13 for students and senior
citizens, $15 for adults. All tickets for
the performance on Thursday, March
8, are only $10. Tickets may also be
purchased at the door, but please be
advised that many of SPFHS shows
in the past have completely sold out
in advance of the performance night.

Senior citizens with “Gold Cards”
may contact Victoria Fortna, via email
at vfortna@gmail.com or phone at
(908) 787-7242, to make arrange-
ments for discounted tickets.

Accessible seating is available for
those with mobility challenges and
those who use wheelchairs, walkers,
scooters or other assistive devices.
Please contact Victoria Fortna at
vfortna@gmail.com to request spe-
cial seating. Based on individual need,
efforts will be made to provide early
seating prior to general admission.

ALL THAT JAZZ...Come celebrate the roaring twenties with the Florian Schantz Jazz Combo on Monday, February 24,
at 7:30 p.m., at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church. The event is sponsored by the College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains.

Poet Diane Lockward To
Read at Sweetheart Night

FANWOOD — The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to at-
tend a free event on Tuesday, February
18, at 8 p.m., featuring distinguished
poet Diane Lockward in the Kuran
Arts Center on Watson Road, off North
Martine Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood
Borough Hall.  The reading marks the
start of the 2020 season of the Carriage
House Poetry Series with the annual
Sweetheart Night, in observance of
Valentine’s Day.

Ms. Lockward will begin the evening
of poetry with a selection of her own
work. She will be followed by other
New Jersey poets, including Jessica de
Koninck, Deborah Gerrish, Tina Kelley,
Susan Rothbard, David Vincenti, and
Michael T. Young, who will read po-
ems from the anthology “A Constella-

tion of Kisses” (Terrapin Books, 2019).
A former English teacher at Millburn

High School, Ms. Lockward has pub-
lished several collections of her poetry,
including “What Feeds Us,” which re-
ceived the 2006 Quentin R. Howard
Poetry Prize. In 2009, she was ap-
pointed Poet Laureate of West Caldwell,
N.J. Ms. Lockward founded Terrapin
Books in 2015, and she has since pro-
duced two volumes of “The Crafty
Poet: A Portable Workshop,” plus, “The
Practicing Poet: Writing Beyond the
Basics” (Terrapin Books, 2018). For
the past 15 years, she has also orga-
nized “Girl Talk: A Reading in Celebra-
tion of Women’s History Month.”

An open mic will follow the fea-
tured performance, so individuals are
invited to read one poem of their choice.

 Silent Movie Suds
At FUMC, Feb. 21

WESTFIELD — The charming
1920 silent movie Suds will be shown
on Friday, February 21, at the First
United Methodist Church of
Westfield, located at 1 East Broad
Street, at 7:30 p.m. Organist Trent
Johnson will  accompany the film on
the church's Aeolian Skinner pipe
organ.

This satirical comedy features the
famous silent movie actress Mary
Pickford, who plays the role of a
London washerwoman whose ro-
mantic dreams of rising above her
station appear to come true when she
meets a wealthy young man.

This silent movie evening is a
fundraiser sponsored by the Orato-
rio Singers of Westfield and is suit-
able for all ages. A suggested dona-
tion of $5 for students and $10 for
adults will help offset the expenses
of the Oratorio Singers’ Sunday,
March 29 concert of Haydn's "The
Creation" with full orchestra. For
more details, call (908) 656-7418.

Germany. Also appearing in the band
are Rup Chattopadhyay on trombone,
Margaret Schantz on Flugelhorn and
Lowell Schantz on guitar.

Additional information about the
College Club of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains can be found on the club’s
website at fspcollegeclub.org.

Spend your weekend with us.

• 908-654-7777
®Weichert.com/openhouse

of 3.990%, APR of 4.116% has a monthly payment

Equal Housing Lender. Equal Housing Opportunity.

$524,999 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Split.

505 Gallows Hill Road
Cranford

Gary Jaffe
908-499-2161

$650,000 3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial.

207 Columbia Avenue
Cranford

Shannon Dellafortuna
908-403-7797

$990,000 5 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath Colonial.

1331 Summit Lane
Mountainside

Jacqueline “Jackie” Mandell
908-616-1220

$1,799,000 6 Bedroom, 6.5 Bath Custom Home.

1012 Sunny Slope Drive
Mountainside

Holly Cohen
908-693-7544

$649,000 4 Bedroom, 2.0 Bath Colonial.

235 Clark Street
Westfield

Jacqueline “Jackie” Mandell
908-616-1220

$849,000 5 Bedroom, 3.0 Bath Colonial.

120 Elizabeth Avenue
Westfield

Jacqueline “Jackie” Mandell
908-616-1220

$999,000 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath New Construction.

357 Brightwood Avenue
Westfield

Don Villane
908-347-1181

$1,295,000 5 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath Colonial.

242 Avon Road
Westfield

Phyllis Stern /  Alan Rubin
908-337-4994 / 908-693-2222

$1,375,000 5 Bedroom, 5.5 Bath Colonial.

36 Canterbury Lane
Westfield

Don Villane
908-347-1181

Sales Associate
of the Month

Sales Associate
of the Month

Jacqueline “Jackie” Mandell
Top Listing Agent

Gregory Guillaume
Top Sales, Units and Dollar Volume Agent

$1,799,900 5 Bedroom, 5.5 Bath Colonial.

14 Stanley Oval
Westfield

Don Villane
908-347-1181
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three minutes into the second
quarter and trailing by one point,
the Westfield High School girls
basketball team got into its
rhythm with a 16-6 run to take a

34-25, halftime lead over the
hosting Cranford Cougars then
continued to expand its lead to
grab a 63-46 victory on February
6. The triumph extended the 12-
5 Blue Devils’ win streak to eight
and earned them the Watchung

Division Crown.
“Like I was just telling the girls,

they didn’t just come here in
November and expect to be a
basketball team. The incoming
freshmen have been at workouts
all summer working out with the
team. That’s the most important
thing. This is a team. It doesn’t
matter if one player goes down,
if one player is in foul trouble, if
one player is not playing well.

KREUSSER 12 RB, 11 PTS; GORCZYCA 14 PTS, DWYER 12 PTS, McCAFFERY 14 PTS, TORETTA 12 PTS

Lady Blue Devils Win Division; Roar Past Lady Cougars, 63-46
These girls just do an amazing
job of picking each other up and
doing the little things. Someone
is picking up on rebounds. Some-
one else is knocking down free
throws. I just can’t speak highly
enough about the heart and the
guts of the team and their will to
battle. Their fourth game into
the season took 16th Bayonne
into overtime and I knew then we
had something special. We may
not win every game but no one is
going to out-hustle us because

these girls really want it,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Liz McKeon
pointed out.

Teamwork really did pay off as
seven of the Blue Devils got into
the scoring, rebounding, assists
and stealing act and sophomore
Chloe Kreusser led the team with
12 rebounds to go with 13 points,
two assists and a steal.

“Defense is probably one of my
favorite things about basketball.
I like shooting, I like scoring but

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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defense definitely drives our of-
fense and getting those rebounds
is a great feeling and to push up
the court and score is amazing,”
Kreusser said.

“Chloe is very underrated. She
does it all. She is the glue to our
team as a sophomore. That’s a
lot of pressure that she puts on
herself but she delivers. If she’s
not scoring, she’s doing some-
thing else,” Coach McKeon said.

Freshman Paige Gorczyca was
also impressive across the board
with a team-leading 14 points,
including two 3-pointers, eight
rebounds, an assist and a steal.

“We knew it was going to be a
tough game. I had to step up. At
halftime, it was close. By the
third I had to keep going through
to win, look for opportunities,
get the passes, get open and

scoring,” Gorczyca said.
Senior Caroline Dwyer contrib-

uted quite well with 12 points,
including a pair of 3-pointers,
two rebounds and two steals.
Senior Ali Lisanti was active with
seven points, including a 3-
pointer, three assists, three
steals, three rebounds and a
block. Senior Faith Dobosiewicz
hit a 3-pointer, sank a free throw
and made three steals. Junior
Charlotte Dursee finished with
five points, including a 3-pointer,
two rebounds and a steal. Fresh-
man Annie Ryan came up with
eight points (3-pointer), five re-
bounds, two steals and an assist.
Freshman Sutton Factor had two

steals and an assist.
“Our seniors are doing a great

job of grooming the freshmen.
It’s from the seniors all the way
down to the freshmen. And these
kids love each other. They play
tough and I am extremely proud
of them,” Coach McKeon said.

The 7-10 Cougars recorded
some fine stats also. Junior Liz
McCaffery fired in 14 points, in-
cluding trip 3-pointers, and had
three steals and a rebound. Se-
nior Gianna Toretta scored 12
points, including a 3-pointer, and
had four assists, two steals and
three rebounds. Junior Amanda
Vath had 11 points, five rebounds
and an assist. Junior Natalia Kruk
pulled seven rebounds and added
five points, an assist and a steal.
Junior Kirsten Williams had four

This page is brought to you by:
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up to help us build this team,
especially Annie [Ryan] and Paige
[Gorczyca]. I know we lost Grace
but we were able to fix ourselves
and push ourselves further. By
our teamwork and everybody
working really hard, we were able

to pull together and have a great
season,” Kreusser said.

“As freshmen, we had to step
up. We knew we had big shoes to
fill because of Grace coming out.
Annie and me definitely try to do
our best in the game. Every day
we continue to get better and
better,” Gorczyca added.

The eight-game winning streak
included knocking off Oak Knoll
and Union Catholic.

“Oak Knoll and Union Catholic
are both very good teams having
very good years. It’s all the girls.
They work together, they talk
together, the effort they put forth
on defense propels us on offense
and gets into our opponents’
heads,” Coach McKeon said.

“Eight in a row! It’s amazing
for everything. All our practicing
and hard work pays off. We come

in strong, we kept our heads up
and all the challenges we just
fought through it and we have a
mentality of winning,” Gorczyca
revealed.

“It was really good. Again the
freshmen stepped up to beat
Union Catholic. Annie scoring 20
points has really helped push us
through. Oak Knoll I know is a
great team but our teamwork,
our chemistry and hard working
paid off,” Kreusser added.

The Blue Devils definitely have
been gelling at the right time.

“We have the county seeding
on Tuesday [February 11], so we
will know from there our match-
ups. We just got to keep doing
what we are doing,” Coach
McKeon suggested.
Westfield 13 21   9 20 63
Cranford 13 12 10 11 46

six of hers. McCaffery scored six
points in the quarter.

As to being Watchung Division
champions, Kreusser expressed,
“It’s amazing! We definitely
worked really hard this whole
season. I think we played a good
team here and we really deserved
the win.”

Gorczyca added, “This is ri-
diculous! I didn’t think we would
be going in and winning and ev-
eryone playing really well. We
played a great game and it’s
really exciting for us as a team.”

It has been quite a transforma-
tion from the beginning of the
season when the Blue Devils’ lost
sophomore Grace Klag, who went
down with a season-ending in-
jury, and struggled through their
first nine games.

“The freshmen really stepped

steals, four points, four rebounds
and an assist. Sophomore
Kathryn Wheatley had four re-
bounds, a block and a steal.

Both teams matched points for
a 13-13 first quarter then the
Cougars inched to a 19-18 lead
before a timeout was called with
5:10 left in the second quarter.
The Blue Devils then answered
with their 16-6 run. Gorczyca
scored seven of her points in the
quarter and Toretta scored five
of hers.

The Cougars actually won the
third quarter, 10-9, thanks to
Kruk converting a steal to an
assist on Toretta’s lay-up at the
buzzer. But the Blue Devils fin-
ished the final four minutes of
the fourth quarter with another
16-6 run. Dwyer sank seven of
her points and Kreusser put up

Support Local Journalism
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Blue Devils Tune Up

On Fair Lawn, 46-30
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High School Sport Shorts:
Hamilton, Boufarah, Salz Get 1st
At Section Tune-Up Indoor Track
Several Westfield High School girls and boys performed well at

the Section Tune-Up Indoor Track Event at the Bennett Center in
Toms River on February 8. Blue Devil Katie Hamilton crossed first
in the 800 meters with a time of 2:15.42 and teammate Caroline
Collins finished third at 2:22.38, Hamilton also finished second in
the 400 with a time of 59.18 and Julia Csorba finished ninth at
1:01.3.

Isabel Boufarah captured first in the 1,600 at 5:14.51 and Emily
DiSarno took fifth at 5:28.19. Samantha Salz won the 3,200 in
11:34.38 and Grace Endy finished third at 12:02.32.

For the Blue Devil boys, Max Owens won the pole vault with a
clearance of 12-6. Charles Stock finished second in the 3,200 at
9:52.98 and Ben Hacker took fourth at 9:54.41. Zach Spergel
crossed seventh in the 1,600 at 4:38.22 and Conor Daly finished
10th at 4:39.73. Will McGlynn crossed 11th in the 800 at 2:06.24
and Tom Chen too 13th at 2:06.82.

Cougars Rap Paterson Arts,
New Providence in Hoops

The 9-9 Cranford High School
boys basketball team extended
its winning streak to four games
with a 74-26 blowout of Paterson
Arts in Cranford on February 5
and a 74-52 thrashing of the
hosting New Providence Pioneers
on February 6.

Against Paterson Arts, Joe
Carrea scored 13 points and
added two rebounds and two
assists. Zion Hammond sank 12
points, including three 3-point-
ers, and added two rebounds,
two steals and an assist. Leo
Wisnefski had eight points, in-
cluding a pair of 3-pointers. Ryan
Jaros had eight points, seven
rebounds, five assists and a block.
Kyle Higgins had seven points,
including a 3-pointer, two re-
bounds and an assist. Cole Blazek
had five points, four rebounds,
two assists and a steal.

Arjun Petgrave had three
points, a block and an assist.
Dennis DeMarino had seven re-
bounds, four steals and two as-
sists. Matt Bush had five points,
five steals and two rebounds.
Devin Haughey had four re-
bounds, two steals, a point and
an assist. Jack Connolly had two
points, three rebounds, a block,

an assist and a steal. Liam
Kwiatkowski (3-pointer) had four
points, two rebounds and an as-
sist. Adam Kutzer had four points,
two assists, two steals and two
rebounds. Lukas Ruby had two
points, two assists and two re-
bounds.

DeMarino led the scoring
against the Pioneers with 19
points, including four 3-pointers,
while adding 10 rebounds, two
assists and two steals. Petgrave
sank 11 points, including a pair of
3-pointers, and added three re-
bounds, an assist and a steal.
Hammond netted 14 points (3 3-
pointers), four rebounds, an as-
sist and a steal. Blazek had six
points, four assists, two steals
and a block. Carrea had six points,
six rebounds, three assists and
two steals. Ruby had four points,
three rebounds, two assists and
a steal. Haughey had two points
and a rebound. Connolly had two
points, three rebounds and a
block. Kwiatkowski had a 3-
pointer, a rebound, a block, an
assist and a steal. Kutzer had
four points, two assists and a
rebound. Higgins hit a 3-pointer
and added a rebound and an
assist.

This page is brought to you by:
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ALJ Defeats Raiders
In Girls Hoops, 46-39
The AL Johnson High School

girls basketball team defeated
the hosting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders, 46-39, on Feb-
ruary 6. Katie Ledden led the 7-
11 Crusaders with 26 points and
Ashley Samsel put in eight points.

For the Raiders, Catie Wilson
had 12 points, 10 rebounds and an
assist. Ashley DeFrancesco had 10
points, 10 rebounds, two assists
and three steals. Madison Starosa
had six points, including a 3-
pointer, four rebounds, an assist
and a steal. Julia DiVizio had five
points, including a 3-pointer, and
led the team with 15 rebounds.
Emily Friscia had eight rebounds,
three assists, three points and
three steals. Carly Walker had three
points, three rebounds, two steals
and an assist.

does best by dishing out seven
assists. Logan Howland had seven
rebounds, four points and an as-
sist. Colin Freer and Ryan
Friedberg (steal, assist, rebound)
each had four points.

Elijah Barlow led the 11-7 Vi-
kings with 18 points, including
four 3-pointers, four assists and
four rebounds. Brad Young sank
11 points, including trip 3-point-
ers, and added three rebounds
and two steals. Matt Tracey pulled
10 rebounds and finished with 11
points, three assists and two
steals. AJ Sepulveda had 10
points and two steals. Al
Richardson had six points and
Isaac Holmes had four points,
four rebounds and three blocks.
Westfield 11 19 13 22 65
Union Catholic 11 15 12 22 60

Mount St. Mary Beats
Cougar Cagers, 58-14
The 12-5 Mount St. Mary High

School girls basketball team
poured it on with a 58-14 victory
over the 7-9 Cranford Cougars
in Cranford on February 4.
Natalie Mathern led the MSM
Rockets with 17 points, includ-
ing four 3-pointers, five steals
and five assists. Erin McNulty
sank 13 points, including a 3-
pointer, pulled six rebounds and
added four steals and four as-
sists. Avery Longstreet scored
12 points, including three 3-
pointers. Alexis Brown had nine
points and three assists.

Kathryn Wheatley had four
points for the Cougars. Olivia
Merriman had three points and
Liz McCaffery had one point, while
Natalia Kruk, Kirsten Williams and
Cassee Marchese each scored two
points.
Mt. St. Mary 23   9 24   1 58
Cranford   2   6   0   6 14CONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN

WF Beats UC Vikings
In Boys Hoops, 65-60
The Westfield High School boys

basketball team defeated the
Union Catholic Vikings for the
second time this season, this time
by a score of 65-60 in Scotch
Plains on February 6. Jake Walsh
led the 13-4 Blue Devils with 20
points and did what he does best
by pumping in four 3-pointers to
go with four assists, two steals
and a rebound. Griffin Rooney
put in 17 points, including a pair
of 3-pointers, led the team with
10 rebounds and added four
steals and four assists.

Jack Spellman scored 15 points,
with three 3-pointers, and added
four rebounds, four blocks and a
steal. Andrew Echausse (2 points,
2 steals, 2 rebounds) did what he

The third-seeded Middletown
North High School wrestling team
defeated sixth-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 47-25, in the
quarterfinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tour-
nament on February 10. Raider
Larry Shoyoye pinned Jack Lopez

in 45 seconds at 195-lbs. At 285-
lbs, Rob Lerner pinned Andrew
Kerski in 4:22. Anthony Robinson
claimed a 17-7, majority deci-
sion over Grant Heller at 152-lbs
and Noah Samms beat Rich Wall,
8-3, at 145-lbs. Brandon Bowles
(126-lbs) received a forfeit.

Middletown No. Tops Raiders in Mat Sectional
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Blue Devil Girls Rap
Princeton Cagers, 40-21

The Westfield High School girls
basketball team extended its win-
ning streak to nine games and
upped its record to 13-5 with a
40-21 rout of the hosting
Princeton Tigers on February 8.
Chloe Kreusser sank 11 points,
including a 3-pointer, and added
five rebounds and an assist, and
Caroline Dwyer scored 10 points
with a pair of 3-pointers, and
added six rebounds and four
steals.

Faith Dobosiewicz had five
points, four rebounds, a steal
and an assist. Charlotte Dursee
had four points, a steal and an
assist. Ali Lisanti sank a 3-pointer
and added four steals, two blocks,
an assist and a rebound. Paige
Gorczyca had three points, five
rebounds and a steal. Emma
Pietrewicz had two points and a
steal and Sutton Factor had two
points, an assist, a steal and a
rebound.

UC Viking Boys Edge
Raider Cagers, 64-57
The 11-6 Union Catholic High

School boys basketball team built
a 12-point halftime lead then
warded off the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders in the second
half to emerge with a 64-57 vic-
tory on February 4. Matt Drubulis
led the Raiders with 17 points,
including four 3-pointers, Liam
Mahr scored 11 points and Justin
Fletcher put up 10 points. Raul
Lugo and Justin Guy each netted
six points. Hayden Widder nailed
a 3-pointer. Christian Piesch and
Matuesz Sierant each scored two
points.
Union Catholic 17 17 15 15 64
Sc Pl-Fanwood 13   9 17 18 57
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The 11-1 Westfield High School
boys swim team defeated Ridge,
115-55, in the semifinal round
of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Public A Tournament, while the
12-1 Lady Blue Devils defeated
Ridge, 117-53, in their semifi-
nal. The Blue Devil boys won all
three relays and all but two of
the individual events, while the
girls took first in all three relays
and five of the eight individual
events.

For the boys, Roan Baker,
Barney Veres, Matt Swenson and
Jeremy Khronheimer won the
200-medly relay in 1:40.59.
Colin Kavanagh, Kronheimer,
Colman Scanlan and Kyle Altman
won the 200-free relay in
1:32.14. TJ Walsh, Swenson,
Billy Maguire and Scanlan won
the 400-free relay in3:30.29.

Seth Camacho took first in the
200-free at 1:48.73 and the 500-
free at 4:52.69. Kavanagh won
the 200IM in 2:01.49 and the
100-free in 50.55. Baker won the
100-back in 57.35 and Veres won
the 100-breast in 1:01.84.
Ridge’s Chris Fabian won the 50-
free in 22.49 and the 100-fly in
54.33.

For the girls, Lauren Lane, Ellie
Cestero, Abby McKinney and Erin
McKinney took first in the 200-
medley relay at 1:53.34.
Katerine Li, Lane, Marcelina
Krowinska and Abby McKinney
touched first in the 200-free re-
lay at 1:44.5. Clara Yu, Sarah
Kennedy, Julia McGann and Abby
Bebel took first in the 400-free
relay at 3:56.68.

Lane won the 100-free in
56.98, McGann won the 100-
back in 1:05.99 and Bebel won
the 100-breast in 1:14.46. Erin
McAndrew won the 200-free in
2:02.39 and Erin McKinney won
the 50-free in 25.55. For Ridge,
Emily Wang won the 200IM at
2:08.6 and the 100-fly in
1:00.13. Maggie Hannis won the
500-free in 5:31.63.

Lady Raiders Stop Randolph
In Swim Quarterfinal, 95-73

The third-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
girls swim team defeated
Randolph, 95-73, to advance to
the North Jersey, Section 2 Pub-
lic B semifinals to face second-
seeded Summit. The Lady Raid-
ers won two of the three relays
and six of the eight individual
events.

Morgan Tsin, Sofia Leonetti,
Lily Hughes and Rachel Small
took first in the 200-medley
relay with a time of 1:59.06.
Abby Ryan, Aislinn Mooney,
Leonetti and Julia Bonhote took
first in the 200-free relay at
1:46.98. Ryan won the 50-free
in 27.48 and Hughes won the
100-butterf ly in 1:05.64.
Bonhote won the 200IM in
2:19.17, Mooney won the 100-
free in 56.74, Tsin won the 100-
back in 1:06.75 and Katelyn
Gaulin won the 100-breast in
1:17.63.

For Randolph, Hannah
Zuschlag, Emily Spingarn,
Courtney Poetsch and Kyra

Kayal took first in the 400-free
relay at 4:02.03. Kayal won the
200-free in 2:04.71 and also
won the 500-free in 5:41.46.

The top-seeded Westfield High
School wrestling team soundly
defeated eighth-seeded Perth
Amboy, 66-12, in the first round
of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 5 Tournament in Westfield
on February 10. Perth Amboy
won by forfeit at 285-lbs and by
injury default at 182-lbs.

Ethan Composto (106-lbs)
won by fall in 45 seconds, Luke
Jacobs (113-lbs) recorded a pin
in 57 seconds and Quinn

Gimblette (120-lbs) won by pin
in 56 seconds. Others winning
by pin were: Anthony Ciotta
(145-lbs) in 5:47, Mike Price
(152-lbs) in 3:39, Jon Heard
(220-lbs) in :59 and Dan Moriaru
(160-lbs) in 3:45. Tyler Sontz
(138-lbs) won 7-6, Jack Price
(195-lbs) won 1-0 and Aiden
Paul (132-lbs) won by injury
default. Luke Hoerle (126-lbs)
and Luke Scanlan (170-lbs) re-
ceived forfeits.

Blue Devil Matmen Blast Perth Amboy, 66-12

Plainfield Boys Halt
Raider Cagers, 64-45
The 10-7 Plainfield High

School boys basketball team
halted the visiting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders, 64-45, on
February 6. Justin Guy led the
Raiders in scoring with 20 points,
including a 3-pointer. Jaden
Carter sank a pair of 3-pointers.
Raul Lugo scored five points,
including a 3-0pointer. Liam
Mahr and Christian Fletcher each
scored four points. Matuesz
Sierant and Russ Starosa each
had three points.

Jamar Lawrence led the Cardi-
nals with 21 points and five as-
sists. Tyejuan Taylor had 15
points and 11 rebounds. Dajuan
Thomas had nine points and
Tahmir Ellis had seven points.

Cougars Rap Bears
In Wrestling, 72-12

The 12-4 Cranford High School
wrestling team defeated the
Brearley Bears, 72-12, in
Kenilworth on January 5. The
premier bout of the evening fea-
tured Cougar Luke DiGiovanni
recording a 4:56 pin at 138-lbs
over Nick Stampoulos, who had
previously beaten him for the
UCT 138-lb crown.

Colin Murray (145-lbs) pinned
Atan Levy in 1:33, Gavin Jones
(152-lbs) pinned Wester Soto in
4:17 and Justin Alpaugh-McLean
(182-lbs) pinned Chris Pereira in
1:20. Dylan McDonald (220-lbs)
pinned Abner Arias in 1:05, Will
Fernandez (106-lbs) pinned
Vaughn Marranca in 1:02 and
Mason Hooey (113-lbs) pinned
Paul Stillman in 3:05.

Evan Kanterman (195-lbs),
Kevin Shriner (285-lbs), Jimmy
Gluck (132-lbs) and Pat Kalnins
(120-lbs) received forfeits. For
the Bears, Patrick Phillips (126-
lbs) pinned Brendan Reilly in 1:40
and John Braun (170-lbs) pinned
Chris Hecht in 1:03.

Blue Devil Boys & Girls Sink
Ridge in Swim Section Semis
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Blue Devils Become Ghostbusters

In 69-47 Win Over Paterson East Side
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Cougars Defeat Middletown South

In Section Quarterfinal, 40-25
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