
OUR 130th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 06-2020 ONE DOLLAR (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, February 6, 2020USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 12
Community ... 6-7
Obituary ........ 6

Education ...... 13
Sports ............ 9-12
Real Estate .... 9-14
Classifieds ..... 12
A&E .............. 14

©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield NJ 07090

908.233.5555

Frank D. Isoldi     •     908.787.5990     •     frankisoldi@gmail.com

@frankdisoldi          •               @homeswestfield         •        theisoldicollection.com

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
AN EYE ON THE BUDGET...Westfield Town Administrator Jim Gildea gives an
overview of the 2020 Westfield municipal budget at a meeting in the Westfield
Municipal Building Community Room last Thursday.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
PICKING CANDIDATES...Union County Republicans hold their convention
last Wednesday at Kean University’s STEM building to select candidates for
President, U.S. Senate and Congress, as well as county freeholder, for the June 2
Primary Election.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
BARNES TRACT TOWNHOUSES...Construction is underway on the parcel of
land known as the Barnes Tract on Mountain Avenue in Mountainside, where 26
townhomes are set to be built.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Republicans Pick Mehta for
Senate, Kean for Congress

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Town Looks Ahead to 2020
Budget at Information Session

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During a public
budget information meeting Thurs-
day in the town’s Community Room,
Town Council Finance Committee
Chair Linda Habgood and Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea led a presen-
tation looking back at the town’s
2019 budget goals and results, and a
look ahead to 2020. Last year, the
town was able to keep residential
taxes flat. By the end of December
2019, the surplus rose to $11.5 mil-
lion, while revenue generated was
$1.99 million, down from $4.2 mil-
lion in 2018.

“We have to be very conservative
on the money we hold,” Ms. Habgood

said, noting that the town only earns
1.5 percent on money held in the
bank. “I’d rather leave that money in
your pocket, where maybe you’ll
earn more than 1.5 percent,” she said
to taxpayers.

One way the town is seeking to
increase its tax ratables is through
more commercial development, and
through redevelopment and Payment
In Lieu of Taxes (PILOTs) to fund
town capital projects such as parks
and civic spaces, Mr. Gildea said.

“The mayor is traveling across the
state and finding that other towns
have those (PILOTs) to fund things
such as civic spaces…,” Mr. Gildea
said. Ms. Habgood noted Westfield
has two PILOTs, whereas some of

the municipalities in the state have
many more to help fund projects. A
newer redevelopment project ap-
proved by the planning board is a
100-plus multi-family unit/mixed-
use building by Elite Properties on
South Avenue. Elite has requested a
PILOT, something Mr. Gildea said
was a benefit to the town because it
can give the town more say into how
the building will look aesthetically
and help out with the town’s revenue
through the PILOT. (A PILOT, which
is negotiated between the munici-
pality and the developer, can typi-
cally give a municipality more money
upfront, as opposed to a steady flow
of tax income year over year.)

Commercial property taxes in the
town are considerably lower than
nearby Summit and Cranford, about
9 to 10 percent versus 16 to 17 per-
cent. The town is seeking how it can
take the tax burden off of residents,
who pay about 90 percent of the
property taxes in the 2019 municipal
$27.98-million tax levy, and share
that burden by adding more com-
mercial property owners. The town’s
top three commercial taxpayers are
Lord & Taylor, Duncan Hill Apart-
ments, and Echo Lake Country Club,
Mr. Gildea noted.

The town is seeking to update its
website and fold the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC)
website into the town’s, Mr. Gildea
said. Electric Vehicle (EV) charging
stations are being considered in town
lots, and while the grant applied for
was not given, a private company is
considering supplying them free of
charge to the town, Mr. Gildea said.

In the Westfield Regional Board
of Health Department that services
eight municipalities, a new grant
writer was hired and has so far re-
ceived almost $100,000 in grants,
Mr. Gildea noted. The town is look-

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

UNION — The Union County Re-
publican Committee picked candi-
dates for President, United States
Senate, Congress in the 7th, 8th, 10th
and 12th Districts, county clerk and
county freeholder at its convention
last Wednesday at Kean University in
Union.

Committee members selected State
Senate Republican Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. as their candidate for
the House of Representatives in New
Jersey’s 7th Congressional District.
The district includes Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Kenilworth, Mountainside, New
Providence, part of Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Summit, part of Union,
Westfield and Winfield. Mr. Kean, a
Westfield resident, received 198 votes
to three votes for Robert Tugman of
Summit.

“Thank you. We will make you
proud. We won’t mess up,” Mr. Kean
said following the vote.

The first county GOP to hold a
convention in 2020, members picked
Rik Mehta of Chester, Morris County,
over Hirsh Singh for U.S. Senate by a
vote of 138 to 82. Also receiving
votes were attorney Stuart Meissner
of Bergen County, a former New York
trial prosecutor, who garnered eight
tallies, and former Monmouth County
freeholder Gary Rich of Spring Lake,
with 11 votes. Tricia Flanagan, a
former biochemist who worked in the
pharmaceutical industry, and Natalie
Rivera did not receive any nomina-
tions, as required by convention rules
to be included in the vote. Both ran as
Independents for Senate in 2018.

“Thank you very much. It is an
absolute honor to be on the ticket with
Tom Kean...We’re going to make New
Jersey a place to live, not leave. Let’s
be Jersey proud together. Let’s do this

together,” Mr. Mehta told the con-
vention crowd.

Mr. Mehta said his wife is a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School gradu-
ate. A first-generation American, he
started his career as a pharmacist,
went to law school and worked at the
Federal Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA).

In a Facebook post following the
convention, Mr. Singh said, “The
person endorsed by the GOP elite of
Union County [Wednesday] was a
Democrat who extols Obamacare and
is a favorite of Democrat politician
and D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser, who
gave him a political appointment.”
Mr. Singh, an aerospace engineer who
ran for governor in 2017, vowed to
win the June Primary.

County GOP Chairman Glenn
Mortimer said the committee moved
its convention date up this year be-
cause the state is expected to move up
the filing deadline for nominating
petitions for the Tuesday, June 2 Pri-
mary Election. “When they (Congres-
sional candidates) win this one (Union
County convention), they will have a
leg up on everyone else,” Mr.
Mortimer said.

“Our nation has some very serious
decisions to make this year. The
Democrats have come up with candi-
dates who believe that Americans are
all the victims of something. They
believe the individual has no control
over their own life,” he said in his
Convention speech. “People who
work hard, save and play by the rules
will subsidize those who don’t” he
said of Democrats’ positions.

He said New Jersey Democratic
House members, including Tom
Malinowski of Somerset County in
the 7th District and Bonnie Watson
Coleman of Mercer County in the
12th District, are “among the most

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANOTHER COMMUTER NIGHTMARE...Commuters are faced on Monday night with massive 90-minute delays in NJ
Transit service out of Penn Station due to a disabled train in the tunnel and a power outage.
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Appraiser: No Neg. Impact
To Home Values From Tower

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Mark Tinder, a
real estate appraiser for Verizon, the
applicant,, presented two studies of
New Jersey properties near mono-
pole sites at the Cranford Board of
Adjustment meeting on Monday in
support of Verizon’s proposed cell
tower at Union County College.

Mr. Tinder, who has been an ap-
praiser for 34 years, said he has “yet
to see any negative impact on market
values” for homes near monopole
sites. He presented two recent studies
he conducted which illustrate this
point: one in Springfield and another
in Hawthorne. Each of the control
homes in the study were near a mono-
pole site and sold for a comparable
price to similar homes sold in the
townships that were not in visibility
range of the monopole. Mr. Tinder
said the Springfield property is ap-
proximately 180 feet from a 150-foot
monopole and the Hawthorne prop-
erty is 430 feet from a 129-foot mono-
pole. Mr. Tinder used the Google
Earth distance calculator to deter-
mine the distance from the property

to the cell sites. Board member Dan
Ashenbach said the maps presented
to the board indicated more space
between and he planned to visit the
Springfield site himself.

Mr. Tinder also said that he cannot
“prove the negative” nor “predict the
future,” and tell the board that cell
sites will not have a negative impact
in the future, but his research over the
past 20 years reinforces his current
opinion.

Many board members questioned
Mr. Tinder’s studies. Board members
Chris Ashrafi, Christine Daly, and
David Solomon said that the two stud-
ies presented are not enough to prove
a lack of negative impact. Mr. Tinder
mentioned a previous study in
Mendham in response to this ques-
tion, but did not have the data to
present at the meeting.

Mr. Ashrafi and Mr. Solomon also
questioned Mr. Tinder about whether
his studies have any substantiation by
a real estate association, which Mr.
Tinder said there were none. Board
member Shaun Rees asked if Mr.
Tinder if he has ever published these

Online-Only Bonus at goleader.com
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Sports -- Blue Devils Stun Cougar
Matmen, 44-22; Blue Devil Boys
Avoid Upset to Stop Raider Cagers;

Raiders Nipped by Elizabeth; Down
Cardinal Matmen; Cougars Topple
Oak Knoll, RC Lions in Girls Hoops.

Health Board OKs Ordinance
Restricting Vape Product Sales

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of health
unanimously Monday night passed
an ordinance on second reading pro-
hibiting businesses that sell food, li-
quor and motor fuel from concur-
rently selling electronic cigarettes,
vaporizers, or vape-related nicotine-
infused products. The goal of the
ordinance is to help reduce Westfield
adolescents’ exposure to sale of these
products and deter possible underage
sales, stated Westfield Board of Health
President Dr. Lawrence Budnick.
Stores that offer vaporizers, nicotine
juices and other electronic nicotine

products will only be allowed to sell
them to customers age 21 and older,
stated Dr. Budnick.

“We are not forcing the business
owner to sell or not sell vaporizers.
It’s their choice which license they
choose to hold or apply for,” Dr.
Budnick said.

Each year at license renewal time
or upon opening the business, the
proprietor will decide whether he or
she will choose to hold a liquor, retail
motor fuel and/or food license versus
an electronic smoking device license,
he explained.

“A food license applies to busi-
nesses selling even food as simple as
packaged candy bars,” said Westfield
Regional Health Department Direc-
tor Megan Avallone.

Westfield 7-Eleven owner Risa
Kasan told the board that the ordi-
nance punishes business owners who
have followed the rules by not selling

electronic smoking devices or nico-
tine products to minors.

“Whenever a customer purchases
any nicotine product, our system
makes us scan their driver’s license to
verify the purchase,” South Avenue
7-Eleven owner Hiren Parikh said.

Mr. Kasan said New Jersey legisla-
tors approved banning all flavored
nicotine juices from being sold
throughout New Jersey. Nicotine
juices with flavors such as cherry,
s’mores and birthday cake, amongst
various others, have a direct market-
ing appeal to minors, stated Dr.
Budnick. He said such direct market-
ing appeal prompted state lawmaker
to act.

Mr. Kasan said 7-Eleven being
forced to choose between food and
electronic nicotine devices was ex-
cessive given the existing multiple
layers of enforcement from the state

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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TIMES IN NICARAGUA...A recent copy of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
accompanied Tom Strowe on his recent trip to Mombacho, a stratovolcano in
Nicaragua, near the city of Granada.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EMERGENCY ROAD WORK...Emergency utility crews work tirelessly to
repair an accidental cut in the fiber-optic cable lines on the westbound side of West
Broad Street in Scotch Plains last Thursday. Normal traffic routes were detoured
from Martine Avenue to White Oak Road most of the day. Work was completed
by the evening rush hour.

Courtesy of Dean Talcott
FANWOOD FRANK PREDICTS
EARLY SPRING...As the nation cel-
ebrated Groundhog Day on Sunday,.
Fanwood Frank lives in an oak tree on
the edge of the Fanwood Nature Cen-
ter. The good news is that, Frank agrees
with his other rodent relatives and pre-
dicted that there will be an early spring.
Thank you Frank.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County GOP Convention

ing into how it can capitalize on the
regional board of health department,
as it is a profitable entity, Mr. Gildea
said, but current setbacks such as
lack of office space and limited staff
have kept the board of health from
expanding to service other munici-
palities, he explained.

On the expense side, the town’s
largest expenses are group health
insurance and payments to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA). Mr. Gildea said he has been
speaking to the unions about switch-
ing health insurance carriers to aid in
lowering the cost impacts. RVSA
costs rise between $200,000 and
$300,000 every year, while residen-
tial property owners help to offset
the cost through a yearly sewer fee to

the town. Mr. Gildea said that fee is
about half than what some other
municipalities in the state require.
The town also has had to contract
with the Plainfield Municipal Utili-
ties Authority (PMUA) to regularly
clean out the sanitary sewer lines
downtown, a problem the town has
faced for years, with issues such as
sewer backups, and the Department
of Public Works (DPW) could not
keep up with, Mr. Gildea said. PMUA
proactively cleans out the lines to
avoid backups, he said.

In 2020, budget priorities include:
increase parks and recreation oppor-
tunities, fight for Raritan Valley Line
one-seat ride service, automate ser-
vices, establish a circulation and traf-
fic-management plan, traffic safety,
maintain roads, and becoming a
leader in sustainability.

The finance committee held its
first meeting February 1, Ms.
Habgood said. The committee is
expected to present its budget to the
whole town council during the weeks
of March 10 through March 23. A
public presentation is anticipated on
Tuesday, March 24, with public feed-
back considered March 24 through
Tuesday, April 28. On April 28, the
budget is expected to be adopted,
according to the presentation.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Budget Preview

liberal members of Congress.”
Committee members selected re-

tired Jersey City detective Mark
Razzolli, an Old Bridge councilman,
who changed from a Democrat to
Republican, to carry the GOP orga-
nizational line in the 12th Congres-
sional District, which includes Fan-
wood and Plainfield and most of
Scotch Plains.

In addition, committee members
nominated David Winkler to receive
the county line in the Eighth Con-
gressional District, which includes
Elizabeth, and Michael Barnett in
the 10th Congressional District,
which includes Hillside, Linden,
Rahway, Roselle, Roselle Park and
part of Union.

At the county level, Peter Lijoi of
Summit was picked to run for Union
County clerk, a position held for
many years by Democrat Joanne
Rajoppi. The committee’s executive
board will look for candidates to run

for county sheriff, a position held by
former Hillside police detective Pe-
ter Corvelli, a Democrat.

The committee selected former
Garwood councilman Joe Sarno of
Scotch Plains, Mark Shore of
Westfield and Paul Verzosa of Union
for freeholder. Mr. Sarno ran for
freeholder in 2018.

The party selected Donald Trump
to head the Primary ticket as Presi-
dent. Four years ago, the committee
nominated former Ohio Governor
John Kasich over Mr. Trump, although
he won the Primary in Union County.

Garwood Woman, 65, Dies
After Struck In Intersection

GARWOOD — A 65-year-old
Garwood woman has died from her
injuries sustained after being struck
in the crosswalk Thursday night at the
intersection of Second Avenue and
Cedar Street in Garwood.

According to police, at approxi-
mately 6:15 p.m. officers from the
responded to the intersection for a
reported motor-vehicle collision in-
volving a pedestrian.

“The investigating officers can
confirm that a black Dodge Charger
heading west bound on Second Av-
enue stopped at the stop sign at the
intersection of Cedar Street to make
a left-hand turn. Upon proceeding
into the intersection the vehicle struck
a pedestrian, identified as Nedra I.
Clark from Garwood who was cross-
ing Cedar Street west to east in a
marked crosswalk. Ms. Clark was
treated at the scene and transported
by Garwood First Aid Squad to Uni-
versity Hospital in Newark where

she succumbed to her injuries over-
night,” according to a police depart-
ment press release.

The driver, a 23-year-old man,
called 911 and remained on scene and
is cooperating fully with the ongoing
investigation, police said.

“The preliminary investigation sug-
gests that neither speed nor alcohol
were contributing factors,” accord-
ing to the release.

Mayor Sara Todisco also released
a statement.

“This is a real tragedy and on
behalf of our entire community, I
want to express my deepest con-
dolences to the family and friends
of Nedra Clark,” Mayor Todisco
said.

“I take pedestrian safety very seri-
ously as does our police department.
It remains a top priority for us and we
will make sure we get a full under-
standing of what occurred last week,”
she said.

findings in a peer reviewed journal,
which Mr. Tinder has not. Mr. Rees
also asked Mr. Tinder if he knew of
anyone else who does this type of
study or had any information indicat-
ing the opposite of his findings. Mr.
Tinder answered no to both ques-
tions.

Board members also questioned the
validity of the studies regarding the
comparability of the townships pre-
sented and the Cranford neighborhood,
“The College Estates,” where the cell
tower is proposed. Mr. Tinder said his
research has shown that the economic
status of the town has not impacted
any of the studies he has done. No
matter the area of the state analyzed,
Mr. Tinder said, the real estate market
“does not react in any negative way” to
these telecommunication sites.

His studies all use the same premise
whether it is an “increasing, decreas-
ing or stable market,” Mr. Tinder
said. He continued, saying he com-
pares a home within proximity of a
monopole or other telecommunica-
tion site to one in the same town with
similar specifications (ie. number of

bedrooms or bathrooms, similar de-
sign features, etc), but farther away
from the cell site. In all different
markets around the state, said Mr.
Tinder, the conclusion has been the
same. Mr. Tinder said that had he
found a market that had a different
result, he would not be able to make
this claim.

Gerald Grillo, a real estate broker
and resident of Cranford, asked Mr.
Tinder if he was aware that the house
on Princeton Road, directly behind
the proposed monopole site, is cur-
rently on the market and marketed,
according to Mr. Grillo, around
$100,000 less than comparable prop-
erties in the area. Mr. Tinder was
unaware of this. According to Zillow,
the property has been on sale since
October of 2019.

The application hearing will con-
tinue at the Monday, February 10
meeting in the municipal building. A
revised schedule, with more meeting
dates and a new decision date, is
available on the board’s website https:/
/www.cranfordnj.org/zoning-board-
adjustment.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Cell Tower
Township Hears Depts.’
Capital Budget Requests
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township held
its first capital budget meeting of the
year Tuesday, with department heads
explaining their “asks” for depart-
mental capital improvements.

A group of residents from the South
Union Avenue, Hillcrest Avenue and
James Street area spoke out about
their concerns regarding an under-
ground culvert that has been causing
walkways in the area to deteriorate,
making some areas unsafe to walk,
and asked if that would be addressed
in the capital budget. Wayne Bruseo of
South Union Avenue said, “When the
water runs under the culvert, I can feel
the vibration of water underneath
there.” He said he replaced his drive-
way, which is on James Street, and
three years later there are cracks caused
by the culvert underneath. The engi-
neering department does have James
Street earmarked in the capital budget,
but it is awaiting confirmation from
the gas company before moving for-
ward because the utility is to do re-
placement of gas mains there, and so
the department would do any road-
work after the utility work is complete,
the township committee explained.

TV-35, the local access television
station in the township, is seeking to
replace its three Apple Editors that
are “antiquated,” said Ed Davenport,
head of TV-35 operations for Cran-
ford. They were replaced eight years
ago after Hurricane Irene had wiped
out everything in the studio. The cost
would be $27,000.

The Cranford First Aid Squad is
asking for the township to kick in less
than half the cost for six portable and
two mobile radios. The First Aid
Squad is seeking $20,000 from the
township, while the squad would fund
the balance of $23,749, Captain
Charles Hallax said. The current ra-
dios are borrowed from Union County
and are 10 years old, and the fre-
quency they run on will be obsolete as
the county is switching frequencies,
Mr. Hallax explained. The squad made
1,254 calls last year, he said.

The Downtown Management Cor-
poration (DMC) made six requests,
including a traffic and a parking study,
digital kiosks, electric vehicle (EV)
charging stations, to repaint the
MDTV building, and two archways
placed at the entrances of alleyways
downtown.

A downtown parking study would
asses supply/demand, current and
future trends and provide recommen-
dations for parking; it was estimated
to cost $50,000. The DMC is looking
to close off traffic permanently at
Eastman and Miln Streets to make it
a pedestrian-only space. The DMC is
seeking to do a traffic study, at an
estimated cost of $50,000, to see the

traffic impacts of closing off that road-
way. The DMC proposed a dual port
EV charging station at the parking
garage at Cranford Crossing, at a cost
of $9,000, after a $6,000 grant is
applied. The DMC also asked the
township to cover the cost of the
electrical supply.

The vacant MDTV building on
North Avenue the township had pur-
chased at the end of 2015, and which
has since been dormant, may see a
facelift if the DMC is approved the
$15,000 it requested to paint the exte-
rior and have a mural painted on one
side of the façade to celebrate the
township’s upcoming 150-year anni-
versary. Funds to purchase and install
a digital kiosk that would display
information about the downtown and
events, etc., was requested, and rec-
ommended to be placed at the clock
tower circle downtown. It would cost
$30,000. From the presentation, it
resembles a tall TV screen, similar to
directories seen in malls.

Finally, the DMC is looking to add
an architectural element to two alley-
ways that lead to and from a parking
lot to North Union and North Av-
enues via an archway with signage.
The total cost to fabricate and install
the archways is $27,000.

The Department of Public Works is
seeking a new street sweeper to re-
place the current one that has reached
its life expectancy, a pickup truck, a
roll-off truck and a new tree stump
cutter and grinder, at a total of
$479,676.

The police department is seeking
new handguns for each officer, with a
few spares, two humidifiers for its
civil defense building, and about 20
new School Zone and Pedestrian
flashing signs, as well as replacing
flashing School Zone signs at Walnut
Avenue, Springfield Avenue and Or-
ange Avenue, and adding two new
signs at Brookside Place and Hillside
Avenue.

The current handguns are 15 years
old, where handguns have a typical
life expectancy of 10 years, Chief
Ryan Greco said. The cost for 57
weapons, magazines and three rifles
would be $45,000. The humidifiers
would cost $10,000, and the signs
would cost $150,000. Each pedes-
trian flashing sign costs about $5,000
to 6,000, Chief Greco said.

Engineering is looking for $4 mil-
lion, with half of that to fund road
paving projects. Maser Engineering
discussed the need for drainage at
Makatom Drive, Indian Spring Road,
Orchard Street, as well as Elm Street,
James Street and Mansion Terrace,
Stratford Terrace and Lawn Terrace,
among others.

The township’s administration de-
partment is looking to improve its
technology with an improved backup
system that would use Cloud capa-
bilities, as well as update hourly, in-
stead of daily.

Parks and Recreation is looking to
overhaul the newly-purchased 375
Centennial Avenue building, which
was a former indoor tennis facility, at
a cost of half-a-million dollars. It was
not discussed how the facility would
be upgraded. The department also is
seeking to redo the basketball court
floors at the Community Center with
a new synthetic flooring, and add
wall pads and a new scoreboard, at a
cost of $90,000.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bd. of Health Restricts Sale
Of Vape Products

raising the legal age to 21, the ban-
ning of flavored nicotine, and exist-
ing enforcement conducted by the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment.

Both in Westfield and nationally,
the “vaporizing epidemic” has cre-
ated a culture where users start ex-
perimenting with alternative nicotine
products as early as middle school,
stated Dr. Budnick. He said vapor-
ized nicotine products can cause im-
mediate illnesses while acting as a
gateway to traditional combustible
nicotine products.

Board member Elizabeth Talmont
said the board of health is helping to
eliminate a growing national health
crisis as vaporized nicotine has been
linked to lung conditions emerging in
the first year of use.

Board member and Westfield
school health teacher Sharon Dorry
said she has collected anonymous
surveys from Westfield middle-school
students, in which more than 35 per-
cent reported having tried a vapor-
ized nicotine product.

The board of health has taken a
proactive approach to addressing a
national health crisis, stated board
member Steve Gorelick.

“Too often in this country we have
waited too long to address social

health issues. It took 40 years for
Americans to begin unwinding the
truth surrounding the cigarette indus-
try,” Mr. Gorelick said.

In other business, resident
Dominque Venezia addressed the
board of health’s approach towards
eliminating religious exemptions for
vaccinations. Ms. Venezia said she
was not at the meeting to oppose the
board’s viewpoint, but the way the
board has marginalized “non-vacci-
nated” persons.

Ms. Venezia directed her comments
toward Ms. Avallone, who has recently
published a peer-supported op-edito-
rial on nj.com. Ms. Venezia said Ms.
Avallone described her “fear for her
children” in a way which “sticks” with
people who are being taught to be
aggressive, disrespectful and
unaccepting towards those who choose
not to have their children vaccinated.

Ms. Venezia presented Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention ar-
ticles which draw a correlation be-
tween unvaccinated children creat-
ing viral outbreaks. Ms. Venezia said
Ms. Avallone is promoting “inflam-
matory” and “fear-driven” responses
from residents.

“I feel like this is being done like a
lobby. A lobby for vaccinations,” Ms.
Venezia said.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DOWNTOWN CRANFORD…Gabe Bailer, the director of the Downtown Man-
agement Corporation, shows a sample of a kiosk he proposes to be placed
downtown at the clock tower circle, during a capital budget meeting Tuesday. The
kiosk would display information about happenings in the downtown. The town-
ship committee heard requests from each township department for capital expen-
ditures.
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Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EMERGENCY ROAD WORK...Emergency utility crews work tirelessly to
repair an accidental cut in the fiber-optic cable lines on the westbound side of
West Broad Street in Scotch Plains last Thursday. Normal traffic routes were
detoured from Martine Avenue to White Oak Road most of the day. Work was
completed by the evening rush hour.

Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PICKING CANDIDATES...Union County Republicans hold their convention
last Wednesday at Kean University’s STEM building to select candidates for
President, U.S. Senate, Congress, as well as county freeholder, for the June 2
Primary Election.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Republicans Pick Mehta for
Senate, Razzolli for Congress

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION — The Union County Re-
publican Committee picked candi-
dates for President, United States
Senate, Congress in the 7th, 8th, 10th
and 12th Districts, county clerk and
county freeholder at its convention
last Wednesday at Kean University in
Union.

Committee members selected State
Senate Republican Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. as their candidate for
the House of Representatives in New
Jersey’s 7th Congressional District.
The district includes Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Kenilworth, Mountainside, New
Providence, part of Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Summit, part of Union,
Westfield and Winfield. Mr. Kean, a
Westfield resident, received 198 votes
to three votes for Robert Tugman of
Summit.

“Thank you. We will make you
proud. We won’t mess up,” Mr. Kean
said following the vote.

The first county GOP to hold a
convention in 2020, members picked
Rik Mehta of Chester, Morris County,
over Hirsh Singh for U.S. Senate by a
vote of 138 to 82. Also receiving
votes were attorney Stuart Meissner
of Bergen County, a former New York
trial prosecutor, who garnered eight
tallies, and former Monmouth County
freeholder Gary Rich of Spring Lake,
with 11 votes. Tricia Flanagan, a
former biochemist who worked in the
pharmaceutical industry, and Natalie
Rivera did not receive any nomina-
tions, as required by convention rules
to be included in the vote. Both ran as
Independents for Senate in 2018.

“Thank you very much. It is an
absolute honor to be on the ticket with
Tom Kean...We’re going to make New
Jersey a place to live, not leave. Let’s
be Jersey proud together. Let’s do this

together,” Mr. Mehta told the con-
vention crowd.

Mr. Mehta said his wife is a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School gradu-
ate. A first-generation American, he
started his career as a pharmacist,
went to law school and worked at the
Federal Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA).

In a Facebook post following the
convention, Mr. Singh said, “The
person endorsed by the GOP elite of
Union County [Wednesday] was a
Democrat who extols Obamacare and
is a favorite of Democrat politician
and D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser, who
gave him a political appointment.”
Mr. Singh, an aerospace engineer who
ran for governor in 2017, vowed to
win the June Primary.

County GOP Chairman Glenn
Mortimer said the committee moved
its convention date up this year be-
cause the state is expected to move up
the filing deadline for nominating
petitions for the Tuesday, June 2 Pri-
mary Election. “When they (Congres-
sional candidates) win this one (Union
County convention), they will have a
leg up on everyone else,” Mr.
Mortimer said.

“Our nation has some very serious
decisions to make this year. The
Democrats have come up with candi-
dates who believe that Americans are
all the victims of something. They
believe the individual has no control
over their own life,” he said in his
Convention speech. “People who
work hard, save and play by the rules
will subsidize those who don’t” he
said of Democrats’ positions.

He said New Jersey Democratic
House members, including Tom
Malinowski of Somerset County in
the 7th District and Bonnie Watson
Coleman of Mercer County in the
12th District, are “among the most

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Scotch Plains Democrats Select
Losardo to Run For Mayor

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship Democratic Committee last week
unanimously selected Deputy Mayor
Josh Losardo to run for mayor in
November and chose Ellen
Zimmerman as its candidate for a seat
on the township council.

Mr. Losardo was elected to the
council in 2018 when the Democrats
regained control of the five-member
governing body and has served as
deputy mayor to Republican Mayor
Alexander Smith last year and this
year. In that time, the two have worked
together not only on council matters
but also on the downtown redevelop-

ment committee and the affordable-
housing advisory committee.

“I don’t think there are Republican,
Democratic or independent ways of
thinking on most municipal issues,”
Mr. Losardo told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. Referring to the
mayor, he added, “Neither of us wants
to raise taxes. We want our streets and
schools safe, neighborhoods and parks
clean. I think it makes a lot of sense
that we’ve generally supported the
same things.”

The township Republican Commit-
tee will announce its candidates later
this month, and Mayor Smith pre-
ferred not to comment when con-
tacted this week about the upcoming

race until his party’s candidates had
been selected.

It’s certain that downtowns rede-
velopment and affordable housing will
be top issues this fall as the first
phases of the redevelopment effort
are set to get underway in the coming
months. The township’s developer
for the downtown properties is ex-
pected to present detailed plans in the
next month or so on how several
hundred new housing units will be
configured along with new commer-
cial property space in the downtown.
Plans for a new library, municipal
building and emergency first-re-
sponder headquarters will also be
presented.

A key consideration will be the
price that the developer, Advance
Realty Investors—the Bedminster
firm that is developing a redevelop-
ment plan for the downtown business
district—and its partner, PS&S Engi-
neering, will put forth for the munici-
pal properties. Funds from the sale of
the municipal properties will be used
to construct the new municipal facili-
ties.

Relocating the municipal complex
and police and fire headquarters out
of the downtown has led to vocal
protests from residents living near
the top of Westfield Avenue, which is
under serious consideration as a loca-
tion for those facilities. At several
recent meetings of the downtown re-
development committee, Mr. Losardo
has said that, in the face of resident
opposition, other options are being
considered.

And he expects that redevelopment
issues will be a big topic of discussion
during the campaign, telling The Times
that he does see differences emerging
between himself and the mayor and
that “the voters will eventually have an
opportunity to weigh in on what they
think is the best way of proceeding.”

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BARNES TRACT TOWNHOUSES...Construction is underway on the parcel of
land known as the Barnes Tract on Mountain Avenue in Mountainside, where
26 townhomes are set to be built.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANOTHER COMMUTER NIGHTMARE...Commuters are faced on Monday night with massive 90-minute delays in NJ
Transit service out of Penn Station due to a disabled train in the tunnel and a power outage.

Fanwood Library Reps. Seek
Grants to Fund a Modern Facility

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Representatives
from the library intend to apply for a
state grant to help fund the construc-
tion of a new library to replace the
nearly-70-year-old facility.

At the borough council’s meeting
on Monday evening, Mayor Colleen
Mahr noted that a new library has
been discussed for a number of years
but said that “the conversation took
center stage” when state voters two
years ago approved a $125-million
library bond. State officials recently
announced the process and schedule
for municipalities to apply for grants

from that bond, with the first of two
tranches of money—87.5 million—
to be earmarked for construction of
new facilities. The state will fund up
to 50 percent of any project, and it
was estimated that a new Fanwood
library will cost about $6.9 million.

Ann Minski, president of the
library’s board of trustees, said a new,
modern facility is needed because the
existing building is “old and not suf-
ficient” for the needs of the commu-
nity and is “very small and does not
address all of our needs.” She pointed
out that the library is the most used
public building in Fanwood. She
called the state grant money “a fabu-
lous opportunity in front of us. I don’t
want us to miss this.”

The proposed 15,500-square-foot
two-story library will be built on the
same site as the existing facility and
be ADA-compliant and include a large
community room, a business center, a
separate area for teenagers, a
children’s department, quiet study and CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

tutoring areas, computer stations
and—Library Director Dan Weiss
noted—no basement, thus eliminat-
ing the flooding problems that have
plagued the library at times.

The bulk of the library’s book col-
lection will be kept on shelves on a
second-floor mezzanine area over-
looking the lower floor, and Mr. Weiss
said on Monday that there will not be
any decrease in the number of books
carried at the new library.

A variety of conceptual renderings
of the new building were displayed
for the council as were proposed floor
plans. It’s envisioned that the exterior
will have red brick and stucco and
possibly some plank board siding as
well, according to architect John
Weisz. The main entrance will con-
tinue to be from the Forest Road side
of the building.

Mr. Weiss said the proposed new
library “ticks all the boxes” in terms
of the services that will be available.
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Sports -- Blue Devils Stun Cougar
Matmen, 44-22; Blue Devil Boys
Avoid Upset to Stop Raider Cagers;

Raiders Nipped by Elizabeth; Down
Cardinal Matmen; Cougars Topple
Oak Knoll, RC Lions in Girls Hoops.

Downtown Developer
Deadline Extended 60 Days

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday extended
by 60 days the deadline for a devel-
oper to finalize and present its pro-
posals to redevelop the four mu-
nicipal-owned properties in the
downtown business district.

“Much progress has been made,”
Mayor Alexander Smith said at the
council’s conference meeting. He
said the extension is being made to
give members of the downtown re-
development committee adequate
time to fully evaluate the proposals
being developed by Advance Re-
alty LLC and its partner, PS&S En-
gineering. The extension means that
any public presentation of the plans
will likely not occur before May.
Councilman Ted Spera said he had
met with Advance on Monday and,
“it looks like things are progressing
in the right way.”

In other business, the mayor
briefly addressed last weekend’s
racial bias incident where someone
used soap to write the letter “N” on
the car of an interracial couple. “We

don’t approve of that,” he said. “We
will do everything we can to pre-
vent that.” The mayor asked that
anyone with possible information
about the incident contact the po-
lice.

The council heard a brief presen-
tation from township engineers on
the forthcoming replacement of two
sanitary sewer pump stations on the
south side of the township. The fa-
cility on Raritan Road will be the
first, according to Bob Lynes of
Mott MacDonald, given its urgent
need to be replaced, with the other
station on Lamberts Mill Road also
slated for repair. The work, said
Township Manager Al Mirabella,
“can happen soon enough.” It is
expected the twin projects will be
completed by this time next year.

The council also passed special
use permits allowing the Darby
Road pub to hold its annual St.
Patrick’s Day celebration in con-
junction with the Police Athletic
League Friday through Sunday,
March 13, 14 and 15. The govern-
ing body additionally introduced a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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TIMES IN NICARAGUA... A recent copy of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
accompanied Tom Strowe on his recent trip to Mombacho, a stratovolcano in
Nicaragua, near the city of Granada.

Garwood Woman, 65, Dies
After Struck In Intersection

GARWOOD — A 65-year-old
Garwood woman has died from her
injuries sustained after being struck
in the crosswalk Thursday night at the
intersection of Second Avenue and
Cedar Street in Garwood.

According to police, at approxi-
mately 6:15 p.m. officers from the
responded to the intersection for a
reported motor-vehicle collision in-
volving a pedestrian.

“The investigating officers can con-
firm that a black Dodge Charger head-
ing west bound on Second Avenue
stopped at the stop sign at the inter-
section of Cedar Street to make a left-
hand turn. Upon proceeding into the
intersection the vehicle struck a pe-
destrian, identified as Nedra I. Clark
from Garwood who was crossing
Cedar Street west to east in a marked
crosswalk. Ms. Clark was treated at
the scene and transported by Garwood
First Aid Squad to University Hospi-

tal in Newark where she succumbed
to her injuries overnight,” according
to a police department press release.

The driver, a 23-year-old man,
called 911 and remained on scene and
is cooperating fully with the ongoing
investigation, police said.

“The preliminary investigation sug-
gests that neither speed nor alcohol
were contributing factors,” accord-
ing to the release.

Mayor Sara Todisco also released
a statement.

“This is a real tragedy and on be-
half of our entire community, I want
to express my deepest condolences to
the family and friends of Nedra
Clark,” Mayor Todisco said.

“I take pedestrian safety very seri-
ously as does our police department.
It remains a top priority for us and we
will make sure we get a full under-
standing of what occurred last week,”
she said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County GOP Convention
liberal members of Congress.”

Committee members selected re-
tired Jersey City detective Mark
Razzolli, an Old Bridge councilman,
who changed from a Democrat to
Republican, to carry the GOP organi-
zational line in the 12th Congres-
sional District, which includes
Fanwood and Plainfield and most of
Scotch Plains.

In addition, committee members
nominated David Winkler to receive
the county line in the Eighth Congres-
sional District, which includes Eliza-
beth, and Michael Barnett in the 10th
Congressional District, which in-
cludes Hillside, Linden, Rahway,
Roselle, Roselle Park and part of
Union.

At the county level, Peter Lijoi of
Summit was picked to run for Union
County clerk, a position held for many
years by Democrat Joanne Rajoppi.
The committee’s executive board will
look for candidates to run for county
sheriff, a position held by former Hill-
side police detective Peter Corvelli, a
Democrat.

The committee selected former
Garwood councilman Joe Sarno of
Scotch Plains, Mark Shore of
Westfield and Paul Verzosa of Union

for freeholder. Mr. Sarno ran for free-
holder in 2018.

The party selected Donald Trump
to head the Primary ticket as Presi-
dent. Four years ago, the committee
nominated former Ohio Governor
John Kasich over Mr. Trump, al-
though he won the Primary in Union
County.

Ms. Zimmerman, a township resi-
dent for nearly 20 years, said she is
eager to join a Democratic team that is
“squarely focused on improving the
quality of life for all Scotch Plains
residents through an inclusive govern-
ment that hears all ideas and concerns.”

Two seats on the governing body
are up for grabs in November—the
mayoral spot and a council seat—are
presently held by Mayor Smith and
Ted Spera, both Republicans. A
Democratic sweep would give the
party a 5-to-0 majority for the first
time in anyone’s memory while twin
Republican wins would maintain the
current 3-to-2 Democratic edge. In

the five elections since township vot-
ers directly elected the mayor—prior
to 2000, council members chose one
of their own to serve as mayor for
one-year terms—Republicans have
won four elections and Democrats
have won one, in 2012.

Incumbent mayors have been re-
elected only once, in 2004. In 2012,
incumbent Republican mayor Mary
DePaola, who took over as mayor six
months earlier after the previous
mayor Nancy Malool resigned, was
defeated in 2012 by Democrat Kevin
Glover, who in turn was defeated in
his re-election bid four years later by
Mayor Smith.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Losardo to Run for Mayor

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwod Times
THANK YOU, LEN ZANOWICZ..Former Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Wrestling Coach Len Zanowicz, who was
at the helm from 1973 to 1994 and amassed a 201-77-4 record, was honored at the Wrestling Alumni Night on January 31.
In addition to his many other accomplishments, it has been decided that the Annual Senior Male and Female Athlete of the
Year Awards will be known as the Len Zanowicz Awards.

He admitted that parking remains
“thorny,” with perhaps one additional
on-site parking space added, but he
said it’s possible that on-street park-
ing will be permitted. Mayor Mahr
also pointed out that the nearby train
station parking lot is available and
free after 3 p.m.

Later this month, the council will
pass a resolution in support of the
library’s state grant application and a
separate resolution guaranteeing the
borough’s half of any funding for
construction. It’s expected that the
borough’s funds will come from
bonds. The applications are due to
the state between Monday, March 9
and Monday, April 6, with awards
announced by June.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood

$745,000 bond ordinance to finance
the digitization of all documents
and other paperwork in the munici-
pal building.

At the start of the meeting, Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Stamler read a
proclamation declaring February as
American Heart Month. In conjunc-
tion with that designation, a Women’s
Heart Health fair will be held this
Saturday, February 8, at the JCC of
Central New Jersey on Martine Av-
enue from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Mayor Smith also read a lengthy
proclamation outlining the history
of the women’s suffrage movement
in honor of the 100th anniversary of
the adoption of the 19th Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution. In
February 1920, New Jersey became
the 29th state to ratify that amend-
ment. Next week, the municipal
building and Alan Augustine Vil-
lage Green will be lighted in purple,
the color of the early suffrage move-
ment, the mayor said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains

Photo courtesy of Township of Scotch Plains
CHIEF’S AWARD...Al Gialanella receives the Chief's Award at the Scotch
Plains Fire Department annual Awards Ceremony at The Tavern at The Ash
Brook Golf Course on January 25, when the department recognized its officers
for outstanding achievements and milestone years of service.Appraiser: No Neg. Impact

To Home Values From Tower
By JENNIFER GLACKIN

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Mark Tinder, a
real estate appraiser for Verizon, the
applicant,, presented two studies of
New Jersey properties near mono-
pole sites at the Cranford Board of
Adjustment meeting on Monday in
support of Verizon’s proposed cell
tower at Union County College.

Mr. Tinder, who has been an ap-
praiser for 34 years, said he has “yet
to see any negative impact on market
values” for homes near monopole
sites. He presented two recent studies
he conducted which illustrate this
point: one in Springfield and another
in Hawthorne. Each of the control
homes in the study were near a mono-
pole site and sold for a comparable
price to similar homes sold in the
townships that were not in visibility
range of the monopole. Mr. Tinder
said the Springfield property is ap-
proximately 180 feet from a 150-foot
monopole and the Hawthorne prop-
erty is 430 feet from a 129-foot mono-
pole. Mr. Tinder used the Google
Earth distance calculator to deter-
mine the distance from the property
to the cell sites. Board member Dan
Ashenbach said the maps presented
to the board indicated more space
between and he planned to visit the
Springfield site himself.

Mr. Tinder also said that he cannot
“prove the negative” nor “predict the
future,” and tell the board that cell sites
will not have a negative impact in the
future, but his research over the past 20
years reinforces his current opinion.

Many board members questioned
Mr. Tinder’s studies. Board members
Chris Ashrafi, Christine Daly, and
David Solomon said that the two stud-
ies presented are not enough to prove
a lack of negative impact. Mr. Tinder
mentioned a previous study in
Mendham in response to this ques-
tion, but did not have the data to
present at the meeting.

Mr. Ashrafi and Mr. Solomon also
questioned Mr. Tinder about whether
his studies have any substantiation by
a real estate association, which Mr.
Tinder said there were none. Board
member Shaun Rees asked if Mr. Tin-
der if he has ever published these

findings in a peer reviewed journal,
which Mr. Tinder has not. Mr. Rees
also asked Mr. Tinder if he knew of
anyone else who does this type of
study or had any information indicat-
ing the opposite of his findings. Mr.
Tinder answered no to both questions.

Board members also questioned
the validity of the studies regarding
the comparability of the townships
presented and the Cranford neigh-
borhood, “The College Estates,”
where the cell tower is proposed. Mr.
Tinder said his research has shown
that the economic status of the town
has not impacted any of the studies he
has done. No matter the area of the
state analyzed, Mr. Tinder said, the
real estate market “does not react in
any negative way” to these telecom-
munication sites.

His studies all use the same premise
whether it is an “increasing, decreas-
ing or stable market,” Mr. Tinder
said. He continued, saying he com-
pares a home within proximity of a
monopole or other telecommunica-
tion site to one in the same town with
similar specifications (ie. number of
bedrooms or bathrooms, similar de-
sign features, etc), but farther away
from the cell site. In all different
markets around the state, said Mr.
Tinder, the conclusion has been the
same. Mr. Tinder said that had he
found a market that had a different
result, he would not be able to make
this claim.

Gerald Grillo, a real estate broker
and resident of Cranford, asked Mr.
Tinder if he was aware that the house
on Princeton Road, directly behind
the proposed monopole site, is cur-
rently on the market and marketed,
according to Mr. Grillo, around
$100,000 less than comparable prop-
erties in the area. Mr. Tinder was
unaware of this. According to Zillow,
the property has been on sale since
October of 2019.

The application hearing will con-
tinue at the Monday, February 10
meeting in the municipal building. A
revised schedule, with more meeting
dates and a new decision date, is
available on the board’s website https:/
/www.cranfordnj.org/zoning-board-
adjustment.

Health Bd. OKs Ordinance
Restricting Vape Sales

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The board of health
unanimously Monday night passed
an ordinance on second reading pro-
hibiting businesses that sell food, li-
quor and motor fuel from concur-
rently selling electronic cigarettes,
vaporizers, or vape-related nicotine-
infused products. The goal of the
ordinance is to help reduce Westfield
adolescents’ exposure to sale of these
products and deter possible underage
sales, stated Westfield Board of Health
President Dr. Lawrence Budnick.
Stores that offer vaporizers, nicotine
juices and other electronic nicotine
products will only be allowed to sell
them to customers age 21 and older,
stated Dr. Budnick.

“We are not forcing the business
owner to sell or not sell vaporizers.
It’s their choice which license they
choose to hold or apply for,” Dr.
Budnick said.

Each year at license renewal time or
upon opening the business, the propri-
etor will decide whether he or she will
choose to hold a liquor, retail motor fuel
and/or food license versus an electronic
smoking device license, he explained.

“A food license applies to busi-
nesses selling even food as simple as
packaged candy bars,” said Westfield
Regional Health Department Direc-
tor Megan Avallone.

Westfield 7-Eleven owner Risa
Kasan told the board that the ordi-
nance punishes business owners who
have followed the rules by not selling
electronic smoking devices or nico-
tine products to minors.

“Whenever a customer purchases
any nicotine product, our system
makes us scan their driver’s license to
verify the purchase,” South Avenue
7-Eleven owner Hiren Parikh said.

Mr. Kasan said New Jersey legisla-
tors approved banning all flavored
nicotine juices from being sold
throughout New Jersey. Nicotine juices
with flavors such as cherry, s’mores
and birthday cake, amongst various
others, have a direct marketing appeal
to minors, stated Dr. Budnick. He said
such direct marketing appeal prompted
state lawmaker to act.

Mr. Kasan said 7-Eleven being
forced to choose between food and
electronic nicotine devices was exces-
sive given the existing multiple layers
of enforcement from the state raising
the legal age to 21, the banning of
flavored nicotine, and existing enforce-
ment conducted by the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department.

Both in Westfield and nationally,
the “vaporizing epidemic” has cre-
ated a culture where users start ex-
perimenting with alternative nicotine
products as early as middle school,
stated Dr. Budnick. He said vapor-
ized nicotine products can cause im-
mediate illnesses while acting as a
gateway to traditional combustible
nicotine products.

Board member Elizabeth Talmont
said the board of health is helping to
eliminate a growing national health
crisis as vaporized nicotine has been
linked to lung conditions emerging in
the first year of use.

Board member and Westfield
school health teacher Sharon Dorry
said she has collected anonymous
surveys from Westfield middle-school

students, in which more than 35 per-
cent reported having tried a vapor-
ized nicotine product.

The board of health has taken a
proactive approach to addressing a
national health crisis, stated board
member Steve Gorelick.

“Too often in this country we have
waited too long to address social
health issues. It took 40 years for
Americans to begin unwinding the
truth surrounding the cigarette indus-
try,” Mr. Gorelick said.

In other business, resident Dominque
Venezia addressed the board of health’s
approach towards eliminating religious
exemptions for vaccinations. Ms.
Venezia said she was not at the meeting
to oppose the board’s viewpoint, but
the way the board has marginalized
“non-vaccinated” persons.

Ms. Venezia directed her comments
toward Ms. Avallone, who has recently
published a peer-supported op-edito-
rial on nj.com. Ms. Venezia said Ms.
Avallone described her “fear for her
children” in a way which “sticks” with
people who are being taught to be
aggressive, disrespectful and
unaccepting towards those who choose
not to have their children vaccinated.

Ms. Venezia presented Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention ar-
ticles which draw a correlation be-
tween unvaccinated children creat-
ing viral outbreaks. Ms. Venezia said
Ms. Avallone is promoting “inflam-
matory” and “fear-driven” responses
from residents.

“I feel like this is being done like a
lobby. A lobby for vaccinations,” Ms.
Venezia said.

Courtesy of Dean Talcott
FANWOOD FRANK PREDICTS
EARLY SPRING...As the nation cel-
ebrated Groundhog Day on Sunday,
Fanwood Frank lives in an oak tree on
the edge of the Fanwood Nature Cen-
ter. The good news is that, Frank
agrees with his rodent relatives and
predicted that there will be an early
spring. Thank you, Frank!

Coming This May

Our 48th

Annual Edition

To reserve your space
Contact Jeff Gruman,

Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com
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Westfield
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Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.

Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.
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Stephen A. Satkin, Esq.
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Volunteers Sought for
Medical Reserve Corps

COUNTY — The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders invites residents
to become Union County Medical Re-
serve Corps volunteers and receive free
CPR training on Saturday, February 22
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

“The Medical Reserve Corps is com-
posed of Union County residents who
have made the commitment to step up as
additional assistance in the event of an
emergency,” said Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella. “Whether it’s a de-
structive storm, a public health threat or a
purposeful attack, Union County is better
prepared to respond to emergencies,
thanks to citizen involvement through
the Medical Reserve Corps.”

Participants will earn 3.5 Public Health
Continuing Education credits with the
completion of this training.Eligible ap-
plicants should be adults age 18 and
older, active or retired healthcare profes-
sionals in good standing, non-medically
trained community members with a com-
mitment to their community, public health
professionals, or students of a health pro-
fession. In addition, residents willing to
be trained to fill key support positions are
also welcome to apply.

The Medical Reserve Corps consists
of more than 200 medical and non-medi-
cal professionals. It was developed in
order to help the county prepare for emer-
gencies on a regional basis.

Through the Medical Reserve Corps,

disaster planners can swiftly identify com-
munity members who have a professional
background that enables them to provide
assistance during an emergency. The ad-
ditional volunteers enable trained re-
sponders to focus their efforts on priority
situations that require specialized skills.

The Reserve Corps also helps to en-
sure that more citizens throughout Union
County are prepared to provide assis-
tance in an emergency. In case an extreme
event makes travel difficult, Reserve
Corps members can help out locally until
career responders arrive.

Many Medical Reserve Corps volun-
teers have a background in health care
fields, but medical training is not needed
in order to join. Communications, trans-
portation, emergency shelter management
and other related skills play a critical role
in effective emergency response.

Medical Reserve Corps volunteers
participate in training and planning ses-
sions, and they also conduct public out-
reach efforts on a regular basis.

All participants must be registered with
Union County Medical Reserve Corps.
Being that space is limited for this event,
interested residents should call (908) 518-
5631 to register.

For more information on the Union
County Medical Reserve Corps, contact
the Union County MRC Unit Coordina-
tor, Lovely Randle, at (908) 518-5631 or
email uchealth@ucnj.org.

‘Operation Helping Hand’
Expanded to 24/7, 365 Days

Courtesy County of Union
OPERATION HELPING HAND....Union County Acting Prosecutor Lyndsay
Ruotolo speaks at last Tuesday’s press conference on Union County becoming the
first county to expand the Operation Helping Hand addiction intervention
program to 24 hours, seven days a week, 365 days a year. Also pictured are State
Assembly Republican Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield), left,
Attorney General Gurbir Grewal, standing next to Ms. Ruotolo, and to the right
of Ms. Ruotolo, Freeholders Chris Hudak and Bette Jane Kowalski, and Preven-
tion Links Chief Executive Officer Morgan Thompson.

COUNTY — Union County is poised to
become the first county in New Jersey to
expand the Operation Helping Hand addic-
tion intervention program to operate year-
round, 24-hours a day, according to a joint
announcement made last week by New
Jersey Attorney General Gurbir Grewal,
acting Union County Prosecutor Lyndsay
Ruotolo, and Prevention Links Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Morgan Thompson.

Under the new program, all suspects ar-
rested in the county for low-level possessory
offenses involving heroin or other opioids
will be offered face-to-face access to reha-
bilitative services at the time of arrest.

The program is part of an effort to
address the ongoing opioid epidemic,
which continues to affect New Jersey and
the country generally. In the past five
years, more than 500 people in Union
County have died due to a drug overdose.

“The opioid epidemic has had a devas-
tating cost in lives lost and futures dimin-
ished. We in law enforcement recognize
that while we continue to aggressively
investigate and prosecute those who profit
from poisoning the people we serve, we
must do more in our fight to save the lives
of those who have fallen prey to addic-
tion. Operation Helping Hand 24/7/365
is our effort to do more, and we are
grateful for the partnership we have with
Prevention Links, and the support we
have from state and county government,
to accomplish this goal of doing more,”
Prosecutor Ruotolo said.

In support of the new initiative, Prosecu-
tor Ruotolo has issued a directive mandat-
ing that every law enforcement agency

countywide put protocols in place to ensure
a smooth and all-encompassing implemen-
tation of the program. The initiative re-
quires that law enforcement officers offer
all individuals arrested for possessory level
opioid offenses the option to meet face-to-
face with a peer recovery coach from Pre-
vention Links at the time of their arrest. If
the individual decides to avail themselves
of the program, a peer recovery coach from
Prevention Links will respond to police
headquarters to meet with the individual to
discuss recovery options and coordinate
access to services. The individual’s crimi-
nal charges are not discharged, but as Ms.
Ruotolo said, “not doing more in that mo-
ment is a lost opportunity for law enforce-
ment to bring help to those who need it.”

“Union County’s expansion of its Op-
eration Helping Hand program to a year-
round, 24/7 service demonstrates the kind
of commitment we were looking for when
we encouraged counties to implement
pilot programs reflecting OHH’s core
concept of proactively engaging law en-
forcement in reaching out to at-risk indi-
viduals,” Attorney General Grewal said.

In May 2019, Union County law en-
forcement agencies pooled their resources
for a second week-long Operation Help-
ing Hand session, during which approxi-
mately 88 percent of the 148 people con-
tacted through the program agreed to
engage in some form of rehabilitative
assistance. Of the individuals who ac-
cepted help, 56 were entered into inpa-
tient detox treatment, 43 entered inten-
sive outpatient or community-based sup-
port program, and 29 entered medically
assisted treatment.

Earlier this year, Prosecutor Ruotolo
formed the Opioid Task Force, which
operates out of the Major Crimes Divi-
sion of the Prosecutor’s Office, and tasked
it with helping persons suffering from
opioid addiction get the help necessary to
address their disease, while also aggres-
sively investigating those profiting from
the sale of heroin and the fentanyl.

In 2017, the Community Law Enforce-
ment Addiction Recovery (CLEAR) pro-
gram was launched. Through the program,
citizens seeking help can travel to the Union
County Sheriff’s Office in the New Annex
Courthouse in Elizabeth or the Union
County Police Department headquarters in
Westfield on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
where they can be connected to addiction
recovery services and turn over user-level
quantities of drugs and paraphernalia with-
out fear of arrest, prosecution, or question-
ing. These services will continue under the
expanded program.

Bill to Alcohol at Non-Profit
Theaters Now Law

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Minority Leader Tom Kean (R-21st,
Westfield) and Senator Michael Testa’s
(R-1st, Vineland) legislation to boost
support for the arts through allowing
alcohol sales at small, non-profit theaters
has been signed into law.

“This law will encourage more New
Jerseyans to go their local theater where
they can grab a drink, sit back, and
enjoy the show,” Mr. Kean said. “Giv-
ing small theaters the opportunity to
serve alcohol opens an untapped rev-
enue stream to support plays and per-
formances. This will increase foot traf-
fic and ticket sales, and bolster non-
profit theater’s bottom lines across the
Garden State.”

“Local theaters give back to our com-
munities in numerous ways,” Mr. Testa
said. “This new law will help many local
theaters in South Jersey continue to grow
and succeed.”

Mr. Kean’s bipartisan law, A-1478/S-
1648, will permit non-profit theaters with
50 seats or more to apply for liquor licenses.

Mr. Testa is a co-sponsor of the law.
Mr. Kean, a longtime supporter of the

arts, is a member of the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts. He has been named
a Distinguished Arts Advocate by
ArtPride NJ.

Mr. Kean is also the first co-sponsor of
S-247, which would increase annual state
funding for the arts, historical heritage,
and tourism.

“Supporting the arts, particularly small
non-profits, will strengthen every aspect
of New Jersey’s vibrant arts community,”
Mr. Kean said. “This law will help ven-
ues serve patrons a memorable ‘night at
the theater’ experience that will help the
arts and the local economy flourish.

Scotch Plains to Hold
Census Town Hall on Feb. 20

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Township
of Scotch Plains will host a 2020 Census
information session and town hall meet-
ing on Thursday, February 20, at 7 p.m. at
St. John’s Baptist Church, located at 2387
Morse Avenue.

The event is being organized and run
by the Scotch Plains Census Complete
Count Committee. The event will help
prepare residents in advance of receiving
their census questionnaires in mid to late
March. Everyone from the public is in-
vited to attend.

This information session and town
hall meeting will provide residents with
information about the importance of
the 2020 Census. Residents will also
have the opportunity to ask questions
to members of the Scotch Plains Com-
plete Count Committee and U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau staff.

“Getting a complete count of Scotch
Plains residents in 2020 is a must,” said
Mayor Al Smith, chairman of the Census
Complete Count Committee. “In 2010,
Scotch Plains had an 87 percent response
rate. While this is an excellent response
rate, that 13 percent non-response rate
could mean the difference between more
or less funding for Scotch Plains. We
need a complete count.”

“Completing the Census is part of your
civic duty and all residents should com-
plete their census questionnaires when
they receive them,” said Councilman Roc
White, township council liaison to the
Census Complete Count Committee.
“Census results will determine our Con-
gressional and state legislative represen-
tation as well as the distribution of key
funds to our community on services rang-
ing from roads, infrastructure, schools,
libraries, and emergency services. Fail-
ure to complete your census could deny
us critical recourses.”

“St. John’s Baptist Church is hon-
ored to host this very important Town
Hall meeting,” said Reverend Shawn
Wallace, a member of the Scotch Plains
Census Complete Count Committee. “I
strongly encourage my parishioners and
welcome all members of the public to
come to St. John’s Baptist Church to
learn about the importance of the Cen-
sus.”

For more information about the 2020
Census visit, https://2020census.gov/ or
https://www.scotchplainsnj.gov/depart-
ments/2020-census/ or contact. Tom
Strowe, township census coordinator, at
(908) 322-6700, extension 317 or
tstrowe@scotchplainsnj.com.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
PROMOTED...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli, left, joined Undersheriffs
Dennis Burke, right, and Amilcar Colon, second from left, in congratulating newly
promoted Sheriff’s Captain Frank Miller, Lieutenant Patrick Hyland and Ser-
geant Ashley Yasinski during a ceremony in Elizabeth.

Bramnick: Energy Master
Plan Ignores What NJ
Residents can afford

TRENTON — Assembly Republican
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) has called on Governor Phil
Murphy to think about what residents can
afford before he acts on his energy master
plan. Mr. Bramnick says Gov. Murphy
needs a more thoughtful approach to ramp-
up clean energy.

“A significant amount of the state’s
energy comes from natural gas, which has
substantially reduced pollution and en-
ergy bills,” Mr. Bramnick said. “Any plan
needs to include natural, and if his plan is
going to stop development in New Jersey
that calls for serious legislative hearings.”

New Jersey residents and businesses
pay some of the highest electric rates in
the country, and they have increased since
Democrats added surcharges to utility
bills, the Republican said.

“Murphy’s plan will drive-up costs on
families, seniors and businesses while
they already struggle to afford New
Jersey’s extreme tax burden,” continued
Mr. Bramnick. “Once again he doesn’t
take into account what people can afford
if it doesn’t help his agenda. The state
shouldn’t be making it more difficult for

people to make ends meet.”
Natural gas currently supplies over

half of electricity across the state, and
three-quarters of home heating. Renew-
able energy and nuclear power supply the
rest of energy needs; about 5 percent and
a third, respectively.

Chatman Keynote
Speaker for Breakfast
COUNTY — The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced that internationally known lead-
ership coach Tony Chatman will be the
keynote speaker for the fourth annual
Union County Means Business Network-
ing Breakfast to be held Wednesday,
February 19 at 8:30 a.m. at the Kean
University STEM Building, 1075 Mor-
ris Avenue in Union Township.

The event is open to all Union
County business owners, managers
and entrepreneurs. Breakfast is in-
cluded and preregistration is required
online at ucnj.org/ucmb.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, February 6, 2020 Page 3



Page 4  Thursday, February 6, 2020 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $44 • Two-year – $84 • Three-year – $122
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES   Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Christina M. Hinke
EDUCATION & ARTS

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

All The News

www.goleader.com

The Caledonian Society, Another
Provocative Weekend in Manhattan

Occasionally I spend a weekend at
the welcoming Michelangelo Hotel in
Manhattan. Last weekend I was a guest
of Patricia Park on Saturday night at
the Caledonian Society celebrating
Scottish culture, and the following
night she was my guest at the Metro-
politan Opera featuring La Traviata.

Caledonia was a name given to Scot-
land by the Romans. That night there
were hundreds of Scots with many
men proudly wearing their tartans and
kilts and wonderful veteran bagpipe
musicians marching around followed
by a recital of Robert Burns’ poetry,
the author of the famous poem, Auld
Lang Syne. At our table the conversa-
tion was, let’s say, boringly polite, so,
being in a playful mood fueled by my
martini, I declared these four words,
“I’m a Trump fan.” Well, the reaction
brought to mind St. George and the
dragon. Fire appeared to flow from
some of their nostrils coupled with
virulent anti-Trump tirades. Fortu-
nately, the serving of the Scottish dish,
haggis, ground sheep innards encased
in the stomach, led to non-provocative
conversational topics.

When we returned to the
Michelangelo, there were a few
couples in the lounge. So, still in a
playful mood, the Scots can drink and
I joined in that night, I declared, “I’m
a Trump fan.” Surprisingly, a burst of
laughter by all followed which made
me wonder what mental dynamics
were behind the two opposite re-
sponses – hate versus humor – be-
cause most of the group, as was in the
previous night, were Democrats.

The next night at the Metropolitan
Opera while waiting in the crowded
opera reception area, an Asiatic woman
entered wearing a large mask. Observ-
ing her, a woman, evidently aware of
the Chinese virus threat, appeared to
panic and said to her friends, “Let’s get
out of here,” and they all headed for
the exit doors. During the first inter-
mission, the masked woman was no-
where to be seen, and I still wonder
what became of her.

As I mentioned in previous writ-
ings, the great opera singers have vir-
tually vanished, so I was expecting to
suffer from vocal mediocrity but settled
for the incomparable beauty of Verdi’s
score along with the great Met chorus
and orchestra. But God was good to
me that night, for I heard what could be
the next great soprano of Polish ori-
gins, Aleksandra Kurzak, perform a
tour de force vocal exhibition. The

Honolulu-born baritone, Quinn Kelsey,
possessed a rich, sonorous Verdian
vocal timber what is rapidly becoming
a sound of the past. Putting it all to-
gether it was almost a rare, perfect
operatic night except for the mediocre
tenor. The young exciting Italian tenor,
Vittorio Grigolo, was originally sched-
uled – that would have made it a per-
fect, metaphysical performance!– but
the Met cancelled his performance
because one of the chorus women com-
plained that he touched her last year
where, though I’m not sure, Italian
men in Italy used to playfully pinch
American women tourists.

This got me thinking about how the
sexual revolution is negatively perme-
ating all walks of life, including opera.
Two great Met legends, brilliant con-
ductor James Levine and extremely
talented tenor, Placido Domingo, are
now excluded from the Met because
of sexual accusations. When I treated
operatic singers years ago, including
the great ones, I can tell you that the
breed is characterized by elevated
hormones and its consequences.

Anyway, there’s never a dull mo-
ment during my weekends in Man-
hattan, and I’m looking forward to
my Big Apple adventure next month
when I’ll be participating in a meet-
ing with socialists which should be
humorously or hatefully provocative!

Stephen L. DeFelice
Westfield

Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco
Comments On Traffic Fatality

I am very deeply saddened by the
passing of a Garwood resident who
was accidentally struck by a vehicle
last Thursday night. This is a real
tragedy and on behalf of our entire
community, I want to express my deep-
est condolences to the family and
friends of Nedra Clark. Please keep
Ms. Clark, her family, and her friends
in your prayers.

Our Garwood Police Department
issued a press release this past Friday
with the information they have at this
time. I urge everyone to be respectful
of the family at this difficult time and
of the police investigation as it is
ongoing. It is extremely important we

allow this investigation to be carried
out fully in order to ensure we get all
of the facts.

While our hearts ache from this
tragedy of a life cut short, let us please
reserve judgement. As the police indi-
cated in their press release, “Neither
speed nor alcohol were contributing
factors, according to the preliminary
investigation.” As your Mayor, I take
pedestrian safety very seriously as does
our police department. It remains a top
priority for us and we will make sure
we get a full understanding of what
occurred last week.

Sara Todisco
Garwood Mayor

Furthering The Higher
Education Of Women
On behalf of the College Woman’s

Club of Westfield, I thank the
Westfield community for participat-
ing in our Sip and Shop event at J.
McLaughlin in December. We were
pleased with the response from the
community and raised over $450 for
our scholarship fund. Since our found-
ing in 1917, we have granted over
$900k in scholarship funds to young
women in Westfield.

The College Woman’s Club of
Westfield is dedicated to the mission
of furthering the higher education of
women and serving the general inter-
ests of our local community. For fur-
ther information about membership,
or to make a donation, visit
cwclubwestfield.org, or email us at
cwc.westfield@gmail.com

Fran Moum
Westfield

Why Such Bigotry Exists In Our
Township, Scotch Plains

I was terribly upset to hear of the
racial incident that took place in our
town on Sunday. An interracial fam-
ily had one of their cars defamed
with a large letter N placed on a
window using soap. People move to
our township because of the great
community life and the acceptance
of all. This is not Scotch Plains.

I have just received an update from
the town manager and police chief. A
rigorous investigation is being con-
ducted. As further information be-
comes available, we will share it with
the public, as appropriate. I will con-
tinue to help lead the Truth, Racial

Healing, Transformation (TRHT)
Committee to address and eliminate
such bigotry in our township.

Why such bigotry exists in the world
and especially in our township is un-
acceptable. I can speak for the whole
township council and leadership team
that we deplore this incident and will
do our best to address and eliminate
such bigotry in our township.

If anyone has information on this
incident, please call the police at (908)
322-7100.

Al Smith
Mayor of Scotch Plains

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Borough of Garwood and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served that an application for develop-
ment, Application No. PB20-02 to be
located in Zone CB, on the premises known
as: 225 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey 07027, Block No. 502 Lot No. 6,
has been submitted by Applicant: L & J
Pet Holdings, LLC of 225 South Av-
enue, Garwood, New Jersey 07027.

The development involves and requires
the granting of relief from zoning require-
ments to allow: Use variance for automo-
bile detailing facility.

In addition, applicant requests any
other variances, waivers or relief that
the Board may require.

The Planning Board/Zoning Board will
conduct a public hearing on this matter on
the following date: February 26, 2020 at
7:30 p.m. in Council Chambers, Bor-
ough of Garwood Municipal Building
at 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey 07027. Any person or persons
affected by this application will have an
opportunity to present any objections to
the proposed development.  The Board
does, however, have the right to exclude
repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:30
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning
Board/Zoning Board Office, Borough
of Garwood Municipal Building, 403
South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey
07027.

Gary S. Goodman, Esq.
23 North Avenue East

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Attorney for: L & J Pet Holdings, LLC

1 T - 02/06/20, The Leader Fee: $39.27

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zokor – A burrowing rodent that

looks like a mole rat
2. Tergiversate – To desert a cause
3. Reliction – Land left uncovered by

the recession of the sea
4. Churrus – A gum resin which oozes

from the Indian hemp

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CULPON
1. A roof prop used in a coal mine
2. A heavy javelin used by the Roman

infantry
3. A shred or splinter
4. An arrow or arrowhead

SAPIENT
1. Restless; nervous
2. Wise; knowing
3. Dewy; moist
4. Not subject to corruption

RECTIROSTRAL
1. Having the breadth of the cranium

greater than the length
2. Having the back below in swim-

ming, as certain insects
3. Having a straight bill or beak
4. A leaning to the right

CHUKKER
1. Second-class; something of lesser

value
2. One of the periods into which a polo

game is divided
3. A gopher
4. A concealed dungeon with a trap

door at the top

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

Census Data Will Play Vital Role
In Shaping Our Communities

Cranford School Board Recognizes
Accomplishments of Dr. Wolfe

The 2020 United States Census has been generat-
ing much attention throughout our region of late,
among multiple levels of government, clergy, and
even students pooling their talents to raise awareness
of the importance of this national population count.

The Census is mandated every 10 years by our
Constitution. Conducted by the nonpartisan United
States Census Bureau, it spans the 50 United States,
the District of Columbia and five U.S. territories, as
noted by 2020census.gov. Such population tallies
have been recorded in the United States since 1790.

Data obtained from the census has a broad and
crucial impact on our society, ranging from states’
representation in Congress to federal funding for a
variety of critical services, including “hospitals, fire
departments, schools, roads and other resources,”
according to 2020census.gov.

Households will receive official Census Bureau
correspondence beginning next month that contains
information on how to take part in the count, with
every home expected to have received an invitation
by April 1, 2020, as stated on the website. Partici-
pants may respond by phone, mail or online.

During the January 28 meeting of Westfield’s
governing body, Mayor Shelley Brindle spoke about
how the Census could benefit the town. She noted
that a documented increase in Westfield’s popula-
tion from 31,000 to 33,000 could make the town
eligible for an additional liquor license, which can
be a plus for the business community. Information
about the 2020 Census  is available at
westfieldnj.gov/census2020.

Two events are planned in neighboring Scotch

Plains to help guide residents in understanding and
complying with the 2020 Census. A town hall-style
meeting, hosted by the township at St. John’s Baptist
Church, will take place on Thursday, February 20, at
7 p.m. Additionally, the township and the U.S.
Census Bureau will co-sponsor a 2020 Census Day
informational event at the Scotch Plains Public
Library on Wednesday, April 1, from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Scotch Plains Mayor Alexander Smith, who chairs
his municipality’s Census Complete Count Com-
mittee, also has publicly emphasized the impor-
tance of getting an accurate population total, citing
how it “could mean the difference between more or
less funding for Scotch Plains.” The Reverend
Shawn T. Wallace, Sr., pastor of St. John’s Baptist
Church and a member of the Scotch Plains Census
Complete Count Committee, echoed these senti-
ments by encouraging members of the community
to attend the upcoming Census program at his
church. Local information can be found at
scotchplainsnj.gov/departments/2020-census.

A group of 18 high-school students recently were
honored by the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders for having created the winning slogan
for a county-wide 2020 Census campaign.

We likewise urge everyone in our readership area
to attend planned local forums and visit online
resources in order to educate themselves about the
2020 Census, prepare to participate, and alleviate
any privacy concerns. Information gathered through
the Census will significantly affect the blueprint of
our communities over the next decade and beyond,
something in which we all have a stake.

As New Jersey and the rest of the nation celebrates
February as Black History Month, the Cranford
Board of Education last week approved the rededi-
cation of the Cranford High School Library in honor
of Dr. Deborah Cannon Partridge Wolfe, a 1933
graduate of CHS. Dr. Wolfe passed away on Septem-
ber 3, 2004.

She was the first African-American to serve on and
later chaired the New Jersey State Board of Higher
Education; the first African-American female minis-
ter to be ordained by the American Baptist Church,
as well as the first African-American to serve on the
Seton Hall University Board of Regents, according
to a resolution passed by the school board.

Dr. Wolfe was appointed to three presidential
advisory commissions and served as an educational
advisor to Presidents John F. Kennedy and Lyndon
B. Johnson. She also served as chief of the Education
and Labor Committee for the United States House of
Representatives from 1962 to 1965.

“Her illustrious career has been referred to as a career
of ‘teaching and preaching,’” according to the resolu-
tion. “She received over 26 Honorary Doctorates from
colleges and universities across the country.”

She also served during the course of her career as
the chair of all Non-Governmental Organizations at
the United Nations, vice-president of the American
Council on Human Rights, as well as president of the
Alliance of Black School Educators, and vice-presi-
dent of the National Council of Negro Women.

We commend the Cranford Board of Education
for rededicating the CHS library to honor the many
accomplishments of Dr. Wolfe and also to help keep
her name in the minds of current and future students.

As part of Union County’s celebration of Black
History Month, this Monday, February 10, at noon,
the Freeholder Board will recognize the 400th anni-
versary of the transatlantic slave trade and its rever-
berations in life today with a free educational “Lunch
and Learn” event. It will take place in the Freeholder
meeting room on the sixth floor in the Union County
Administration Building in Elizabeth.

On Thursday, February 13, from 7 to 8 p.m., resi-
dents and visitors are invited to Union County’s
Trailside Nature and Science Center, located at 452
New Providence Road, Mountainside, to “meet” Rosa
Parks in a first-person interpreter presentation by
Alexandra Ford of the American Historical Theatre.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Alex Mirabella
amirabella@ucnj,org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419

All Welcome to Interfaith Dialogue
WESTFIELD — All are welcome

to a dialogue on Monday, March 16,
between Father Anthony Randazzo
and Rabbi Charles A. Kroloff during
a Lunch & Learn event at Temple
Emanu-El. The discussion will take
place between 11:30 a.m. and 12:30
p.m. and will be followed by a com-
plimentary lunch.

Father Randazzo is pastor of the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. He and Rabbi Kroloff, rabbi
emeritus of Temple Emanu-El, will ex-
plore the wide scope of American reli-
gious life, Israel and contemporary so-

ciety. They also will welcome probing
questions and comments from the audi-
ence. The temple is located at 756 East
Broad Street, Westfield. For further
information, call (908) 232-6770, ex-
tension no. 117, or visit tewnj.org.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before Wednesday,
February 19, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. prevail-
ing time or as soon thereafter as the matter
may be reached, for “POLICE VEHICLE
MAINTENANCE SERVICES 2020 – with
option years for 2021 and 2022” in ac-
cordance with the Specifications and In-
formation to Bidders prepared by the Town-
ship. At that time and place, such bids will
be publicly opened and read aloud. No
bids shall be received other than at the
time and place herein designated for their
receipt, unless mailed to the Township
Clerk for receipt at the designated time
and place.

Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
from the Township Clerk. Written ques-
tions regarding the bid specifications may
be submitted to the Bozena Lacina, Town-
ship Clerk, at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076 no later than
five (5) days before the date set forth in the
foregoing paragraph for receipt of bids.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other appli-
cable statutes, laws or regulations.

Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Trea-
sury, Division of Revenue.

Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, upon which shall be designated:

“ POLICE VEHICLE MAINTENANCE
SERVICES 2020 – With option years for
2021 and 2022"

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A: 11-13.2.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

Alexander Mirabella
Township Manager

Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk

1 T - 02/06/20, The Times Fee: $49.98

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
MEETING TIME CHANGE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Environmental Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has changed
the meeting dates for the following meet-
ings: February 25, 2020 and June 16,
2020 Meeting on that date. The meetings
have been rescheduled as follows:

February 24, 2020 and June 15, 2020

The meetings will be held in Meeting
Room 202 of the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076 at 8 p.m.

In accordance with the requirements of
Title II of the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (“ADA”), the Township of Scotch
Plains does not discriminate against quali-
fied individuals with disabilities on the ba-
sis of disability in its services, programs, or
activities. Anyone who requires an auxil-
iary aid or service for effective communi-
cation, or a modification of policies or pro-
cedures to participate in a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains should
contact Municipal Manager/Township of
Scotch Plains designated ADA Coordina-
tor as soon as possible before the sched-
uled event. Notifying the ADA coordinator
at least 72 hours in advance will enable the
Township to arrange for appropriate re-
sources. The ADA does not require the
Township of Scotch Plains to take any
action that would fundamentally alter the
nature of its programs or services, or im-
pose an undue financial or administrative
burden. Complaints that a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains is not
accessible to or inclusive of persons with
disabilities should be directed to Municipal
Manager/Township of Scotch Plains des-
ignated ADA Coordinator.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 02/06/20, The Times Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed bids will be received by the Board
of Education of the Westfield School Dis-
trict, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
services:

BID FOR: B 21-01 CON-
TAINER DISPOSAL SERVICE
FOR THE WESTFIELD PUB-
LIC SCHOOLS, FOR THE
2020-2021 & 2021-2022
SCHOOL YEARS

BIDS DUE: FEBRUARY 27,
2020 AT 2:00 PM

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the pro-
posal forms in the manner designated. Pro-
posals must be endorsed on the outside of
the sealed envelope, with the name of the
bidder, the bidder’s address and the name
of the supplies, equipment, or services for
which the bid is submitted. The bid opening
process will begin on the above advertised
date and time. No bids shall be received
after the time designated (N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-
21(b). The Board of Education does not
accept electronic (e-mail) submission of bids.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimi-
nation (N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.) An Initial

Project Workforce Report will be required
from the successful bidder (Form AA-201).

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq. pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

Statement of Ownership Requirement:
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:25-24.2, Bidders
shall submit a statement setting forth the
names and addresses of all persons and
entities that own ten percent or more of its
stock or interest of any type at all levels of
ownership.

A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Con-
tractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the bid. The bid package
will also include other documents that must
be completed and returned with the bid.
Failure to comply with Instructions to Bid-
ders and to complete and submit all re-
quired forms, may be cause for disqualifi-
cation and rejection of the bid.

All bidders shall submit with their bid
package a copy of the New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44)

The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2(s), (t), (x), (y), 18A:18A-
4(a), 18A:18A-22, and to waive any infor-
malities.

BIDDERS NOTE: Bid security is waived
for this bid proposal

By order of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, Union County, New Jersey.

Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator,

Board Secretary
1 T - 02/06/20, The Leader Fee: $65.79

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

2020 ENVIRONMENTAL
COMMISSION MEETING SCHEDULE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Environmental Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has scheduled
the following time and place for their 2020
Business Meetings. The meetings will take
place at the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey:

Environmental Commission
2020 Meeting Dates:

February 25th
March 31st
April 28th
May 26th
June 16th
July 28th

August 25th
September 22nd

October 27th
November 17th
December 22nd

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 02/06/20, The Times Fee: $31.11

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
AMENDMENT

The Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford has authorized the amend-
ment of a Contract Award with Banisch
Associates, Inc. to provide planning ser-
vices to assist the Township of Cranford in
addressing its affordable housing respon-
sibilities (original resolution was 2019-152.)
Banisch Associates, Inc. had completed
and submitted a Business Entity Disclo-
sure Certification pursuant to NJSA 19:44A-
20.8. Such amended contract and Resolu-
tion No. 2020-124 are available for public
inspection at the office of the Municipal
Clerk.

Awarded to: Banisch Associates, Inc.,
111 Main Street, Flemington, New Jersey
08512

Service: Planning Services to Assist
the Township in addressing its Affordable
Housing Responsibilities

Additional Fee: Not to Exceed
$5,000.00

Date: January 28, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 02/06/20, The Leader Fee: $27.54

Round Table Wealth Management
Appoints New Partner and COO
WESTFIELD — Round Table

Wealth Management (RTWM)
proudly announces the appointment
of Mariella Foley as a firm partner
and the promotion of Marcia
Paltenstein to Chief Operating
Officer.

“In our industry, you need more
than just a technical expertise and
exceptional client service, you also
need experience, passion and
personal drive – qualities that
Mariella and Marcia
share. They are uniquely
qualified for their new
roles and are long-
standing members of our
team, having helped
build our firm and
culture for over 19 years
and 16 years
respectively. We are
proud to see our veteran
advisors taking on
bigger roles,
representing the future
of the firm, and we look forward to
the positive changes we know they
will bring,” explains Steven Giacona,
Founder and CEO.

Mariella Foley, CFP®, ADPA®,
CDFA®, is a financial services
industry veteran of over
25 years and leads
RTWM’s Women of
Clarity™ initiative. In
her new role as partner,
she will continue to help
accelerate the firm’s
growth and empower
investors to make
smarter financial
decisions. Foley’s
extensive background
includes multiple
designations and awards, including
receiving the Certified Divorce
Financial Analyst designation, which
highlights her financial expertise for
women going through transitions in
their life.

“I am excited about this new
opportunity and the additional
responsibilities,” comments Mariella
Foley. “The firm’s commitment to
empowering women to take control
of their financial well-being through
our Women of Clarity™ program
has been overwhelming. As a partner
of the firm leading this initiative, I
am embracing the opportunity to
expand our reach into additional
markets and to increase our dedicated
staff.”

“We congratulate Mariella on her
advancement to firm partner. Fueled
by her dedication to clients, our team,
and the community, she is a role
model for everyone. Her exceptional
performance as a trusted financial
advisor and champion of women is
exemplified by the many awards and
recognitions she’s received and her

Marcia Paltenstein

Mariella Foley

influence in the community,” shares
Robert Davis, Partner and CIO.

Marcia Paltenstein, CFP®, has
over 20 years of experience working
as a wealth advisor while transitioning
into an elevated role within RTWM’s
operations group. In recent years,
Marcia has overseen the installment
of RTWM’s new financial reporting
system and co-led the firm’s
compliance department. She will
continue to work with key clients of

the firm and strive to
increase firm efficiency
and productivity, while
ensuring the best client
experience.

“Marcia has been
with us for over 16 years
and we have witnessed
how her tireless work
ethic, attention to detail
and leadership has
greatly contributed to
the success of the firm.
She is the ideal

candidate for the COO role, and we
look forward to the positive impact
she will continue to deliver,” says
Bruce A. Hyde, Partner and Wealth
Advisor.

Round Table Wealth Management
encourages a culture of
individual and
collective growth and is
proud to celebrate that
success through
deserved recognition
and promotions.

Round Table Wealth
Management is a
leading independent,
fee-only Registered
Investment Advisor
(RIA) with offices in

New York City, NY, Westfield, NJ,
Boca Raton, FL, and Bend, OR.
Round Table provides clients with a
Multi-Family Office service
experience, with over $1 billion in
assets under advisement* and serves
clients throughout the U.S. as well as
internationally. Founded in 1999 by
Steven Giacona, Round Table offers
a wide range of advisory services and
investing solutions that are tailored
to the specific needs and requests of
each client.

*As of December 31, 2018. Net
assets under management of
approximately $1.012 billion, plus
other non-managed assets for which
Round Table provides other services,
such as financial planning,
administration and/or consulting for
open architecture programs or other
assignments. Please refer to Round
Table’s Form ADV, Part 1A for
additional information.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

goleader.com/form/bulletin

Shine a Spotlight

on Your Business

UC Prosecutor’s Office to Post Missing
Persons Profiles on Social Media

Today is National Missing Persons
Day, a day created to reignite the
search for individuals across our coun-
try that are currently missing.

In Union County, nearly 60 indi-
viduals are presently classified as
“missing.” In light of this, the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office (UCPO)
will begin an initiative this month to
share images and information on our
county’s missing persons through
UCPO social media feeds. In doing
so, we hope to shed new light on the
whereabouts of our county’s missing
people by engaging the public and
encouraging tip sharing.

Each week, beginning next Mon-
day, February 10, information and

photos relating to a missing member
of our community will be shared on
our social media platforms,
@UCPONJ on Twitter and UCPONJ
on LinkedIn. Along with the missing
persons’ particulars will be contact
information for the law enforcement
agencies connected to the individual.
Our hope in reintroducing these ma-
terials is that the community will share
the information, generating new leads.
These leads can then be forwarded to
law enforcement for investigation,
hopefully aiding in the location of the
missing individual.

It is important to remember that
these missing persons are not just
someone’s family or friend, they are
valued members of our community in
Union County. Even if you are not
personally connected to one of the
missing, every share and retweet
brings us one step closer to reaching
someone who may know something.

Undertaking this initiative is espe-
cially important to the family and
friends of the missing, because it lets
them know that their loved ones have
not been forgotten by law enforce-
ment and members of the community.

Thank you for your assistance in
this effort.

Lyndsay Ruotolo
Acting Prosecutor

Union County

Letters to the Editor

www.goleader.com/free
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w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

Pay Tribute to

Your Loved One

goleader.com/form/obituary

– Obituaries –

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

908-482-8855

Best Friend Clearance Sale
To Benefit Homeless Pets

SCOTCH PLAINS — Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption will hold a
Valentine’s Day/Presidents’ Day clear-
ance sale the week of Monday, Febru-
ary 10, at its thrift store, through Satur-
day, February 22. The store is located
at 1750 East Second Street, Scotch
Plains, and is open from 10:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Wednesday through Satur-
day, and Tuesday, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. For
information, call (908) 322-2502.

The store will feature a $1-per-
garment sale on its general clothing
racks. Better clothing will be 60
percent off, and all coats will be
$10. In addition, winter scarves,
hats, gloves, socks and coats for
pets will be 60 percent off.

Donations of jewelry, antiques
and collectibles, records, CDs, pa-
perback books, seasonal clothing
(after Sunday, March 1), small fur-
niture, Easter and gardening items
are appreciated. The group also is
accepting wet and dry cat food and
litter for its foster cats in need.

Best Friend is a not-for-profit,
all-volunteer rescue group that op-
erates the store in order to help
rescue animals from the pound. It
also provides veterinary care and
fosters the animals until a perma-
nent home can be found.

To view pets available for adop-
tion, visit bfdaaa.com. Best Friend
is on Facebook as well at Best Friend
Thrift Store. A tax-deductible do-

nation is always welcome and can
be mailed to: Best Friend, P.O. Box
335, Cranford, N.J. 07016.

Gerald ‘Jerry’ Slifer, 92, Family Man;
Navy Veteran, PSE&G Chief Engineer

Gerald “Jerry” Slifer, 92, of
Lakewood, N.J., passed away
peacefully at home surrounded by
his family on Friday, January 31,
2020. He was born in the roarin’
nineteen twenties to Winnie and
Max Slifer of Newark, N.J., who
owned the Madison Tavern. The
1920s kicked off with a
boom, and for anyone
who knew Jerry, he was
the quintessential
“boom in the room.”

Jerry served in the
U.S. Navy during World
War II, which enabled
him to partake in the GI
Bill and to continue his
education at Purdue
University — home of
the “Boilermakers.” Al-
ways an avid and proud
fan of Purdue, Jerry’s
schedule consistently
revolved around the school’s foot-
ball and basketball games.

Immediately after graduation he
began his lifelong career at PSE&G
in Newark, where he worked for 35
years and retired as a chief engi-
neer. During that time he met the
love of his life, Joan “Audrey”
Lettiere, to whom he was married
for 50 wonderful years until her
passing in 2005. Together they had
five adoring children.

Jerry and Audrey moved to Scotch
Plains in 1955. The newly-married
couple said they felt like they were
moving to the “edge of the earth,”
but they were, in fact, an integral
part of a new and growing suburban
community where their new neigh-
bors became lifelong friends. Jerry
was active in many community roles,
including serving as the local Boy
Scout Troop Leader for Troop 130
for over seventeen years alongside
his four sons.

In 2002, Jerry and his wife,
Audrey, moved to Four Seasons in
Lakewood, to fulfill a lifelong
dream of living closer to the beach.

In all of his 92 years, Jerry was
always of a strong and clear mind:
he loved solving intractable prob-
lems, going on adventures near and
far, or simply sitting and reminisc-
ing about the “old days” with ex-
ceptional details like dates, loca-
tions, entrées ordered in restau-
rants in Europe and even the prices
he paid for things. Jerry fondly
remembers dressing up and going

to the Monmouth Hotel in Spring
Lake with Audrey in 1958, where
he bought his first Heineken beer
for $1. Upon that purchase, Jerry
said he felt as though he had “made
it.” Years later, his children would
attest that he “made it” based on
the wonderful life that he provided

to his family. These
wonderful memories
are immortalized
through the hundreds of
stories Jerry told over
the years (usually with
a beer in hand) and
through the vibrant
Kodachrome sl ide
shows that light up a
screen and our hearts
when they’re shown
during the holidays.

Jerry and Audrey
were prodigious travel-
ers who crisscrossed the

U.S., Europe, but always felt most
at home on a New Jersey beach.

Jerry’s well-lived life will live
on through his children, their
spouses, and all those who knew
and loved him. Jerry is survived by
his daughter, Patty Raneri, and her
husband, Peter (Madison), and his
four sons, Jeff and his wife, Lynn
(Ponte Verde, Fla.), John and his
wife, Deborah (Mountainside and
Long Beach Island), Rob and his
husband, Michael Mueller (New
York City and Spring Lake), and
James and his wife, Kim (Scotch
Plains), along with 13 grandchil-
dren and four great-grandsons and
other family members too numer-
ous to mention.

The funeral will be from Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue, Fanwood, on Friday, Febru-
ary 7, 2020, at 9:30 a.m., followed
by a Mass at the Immaculate Heart
of Mary Roman Catholic Church,
1571 Martine Avenue, Scotch
Plains, at 10:30 a.m. Cremation
will be private. Visitation will be
today, Thursday, February 6, 2020,
from 5 to 8 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
memory of Gerald Slifer may be
made directed to Visiting Nurse
Association of Central Jersey Foun-
dation, 23 Main Street, Suite D1,
Holmdel,  N.J.  07733 or
www.vnahg.org. For additional in-
formation or to sign the guest book,
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

February 6, 2020

Jerry Slifer

Adult Fitness Class
On Tap at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA will
provide a gentle fitness class for adults
focusing on strength, balance and flex-
ibility, which are all important to
maintain a healthy, functional body.
This class will take place on Monday,
February 10, at 10 a.m., at the Scotch
Plains Public Library.

Participants will mainly be sitting
in a chair for the class but are advised
to wear good sneakers. Registration
is required and space is limited.

This program is being offered in
partnership with the Scotch Plains
Mayor’s Wellness Campaign.

For more information or to regis-
ter, go to scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township.

Senior Bus Trip Set
To St. Pat’s Festival

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Senior Citizen Advi-
sory Committee will sponsor a bus
trip on Wednesday, March 11, to a
St. Patrick’s Festival at Doolan’s
in Spring Lake. Senior residents of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood may
register now at a cost of $53 per
person. Space permitting, non-resi-
dents may register starting Tues-
day, February 18, at a cost of $55
per senior. Registration for this trip
ends on Friday, February 28.

Performers will include Jimmy
Byrne, an Irish tenor, a comedian,
Irish music and bagpipes. Lunch in-
cludes soup, salad and an entrée
choice of corned beef and cabbage,
half roasted chicken or herbal salmon.
The bus will leave from Scotch Hills
Country Club, 820 Jerusalem Road,
Scotch Plains, at 10 a.m. and return at
approximately 5 p.m.

Registration may be done at the
Scotch Plains Recreation Office, 430
Park Avenue, Room 113, Scotch Plains,
or online at Community Pass: https://
www.scotchplainsnj.gov/departments/
recreation. For more information, call
Laura Swidersky, Senior Advisory
chairwoman, at (908) 889-2084.

Captain Frederick Quirin Vogel
Captain Frederick Quirin Vogel

passed away at home in Point Pleas-
ant, N.J., with his family by his side,
on Monday, January 27, 2020, his
valiant battle with pulmonary fibro-
sis over. Fred was born a Leo on
August 11, 1947, in Plainfield, N.J.,
to the late Anne and Robert Vogel.

Raised in Cranford, N.J., Freddy
attended Cranford High
School, where he ex-
celled in sports, espe-
cially his favorite, base-
ball.

Fred continued to play
baseball at Gettysburg
College, graduating in
1969. There, he forged a
true fraternity with his
Sigma Chi brothers.
They remained fast
friends; the stories get-
ting better every telling.
Fred also married his
college sweetheart,
Barb, in 1969. Last November, they
celebrated 50 wonderful years to-
gether, a love story that inspired all
who know them.

He enlisted in the U.S. Navy after
college and served in Naval Intelli-
gence at Clark AFB in the Philip-
pines, where he and Barb acquired a
love for scuba diving. On return to the
U.S., he was selected for Navy Of-
ficer Candidate School and went on
to serve 34 years, including time in
the Naval Reserves, reaching the of-
ficer rank of Captain. He was recalled
to active duty in Washington, D.C.,
during the 1990’s Middle East con-
flicts and after 9/11, served at the
Defense Intelligence Agency, FBI,
NSA, Homeland Security and the
Pentagon. At retirement, he was
Deputy Director for Intelligence at
DIA, Terrorism Analysis Division
with this final commendation, “De-
spite major obstacles, his work re-
sulted in a significant contribution to
the protection of United States forces
worldwide.”

Fred earned his MBA at Drexel
University and his civilian career in-
cluded financial positions at Siemens,
Computervision, Burroughs and Eq-
uitable Life. He most enjoyed his
post-retirement gig as host and story-
teller at the Sea Crest by the Sea, the
inn that he and Barb owned in Spring
Lake, N.J.

Fred was very proud of the bond he
shared with his daughter, Leigh,
forged when she was a toddler and he

a “stay-at-home dad.” He shared his
love of baseball with son Chris while
coaching countless Little League
games and traveling to high school
and college baseball games around
the country. Fred especially loved his
grandchildren, learning to swim in
the family pool and the annual family
trips to the Cayman Islands. He got

great joy from tinkering
in the garage with his
grandkids, taking apart or
fixing everything from
boats to toasters. His
positivity and can-do at-
titude made him a great
role model for his entire
family. Pop-pop was al-
ways quick to tell his fam-
ily how much he loved
them.

Fred was a man of deep
faith; he walked the walk
and talked the talk, first
at Calvary Lutheran in

Cranford and then Holy Trinity in
Manasquan, where he served in many
volunteer capacities and impacted
many souls.

Fred is survived by his wife, Bar-
bara Wold Vogel; children, Leigh
(Michael) DeMarco and Christopher
(Jill) Vogel; four cherished grand-
children, Max, Evan, Nels and Lacy;
sister, Dale (Michael) Malekoff, and
brother, Charles (Gail) Vogel; brother-
in-law, Ted Wold; eight (grand) nieces
and nephews and many cousins. He is
predeceased by his sister, Barbara
Ann (Neil) Koopman.

Fred was a gentle, loving, and gen-
erous husband, father, grandfather,
friend, leader and mentor. He is dearly
missed. A memorial service will be
held at 1 p.m. on Sunday, February 9,
at the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church,
6 Osborn Avenue, Manasquan, N.J.,
with a reception following. Interment
will be private.

To leave an online condolence
message, please visit
Jerseyshorecremation.com.

In lieu of flowers, the family
requests donations to Holy Trin-
ity Lutheran Church, the Pulmo-
nary Fibrosis Foundation (https://
a p p . m o b i l e c a u s e . c o m / v f /
PFFTribute/FrederickVogel) or
the Wescoe Foundation for Pul-
monary Fibrosis  (ht tps : / /
w e s c o e f o u n d a t i o n f o r
pulmonaryfibrosis.networkforgood.com/
).
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Capt. Frederick Vogel

Claudine W. Mill, Westfield Resident;
Devoted to Her Family and Faith

Claudine W. Mill, a Westfield resi-
dent for 65 years, passed away peace-
fully on Sunday, February 2, sur-
rounded by her husband
and daughters. She was a
devoted wife and loving
mother, grandmother,
great-grandmother, sis-
ter, aunt and friend.

Born in Fort Worth,
Texas, in 1925, Claudia
married the love of her
life, Robert C. Mill, and
had over 71 wonderful
years with him. Together
they raised four daugh-
ters, Cheryl, Sharon,
Linda and Barbara. They
traveled all over the
world for business and pleasure, lead-
ing Claudia to frequently recount what
a fun life she’d had.

Claudia was a woman of great faith
and a longtime member of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, where
she was active in many areas over the

years. She is forever loved by her
husband, children, nine grandchildren,
eight great-grandchildren, one brother,

and four nieces and neph-
ews. Private burial took
place on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 5, with a memorial
service planned for some-
time in the future. If de-
sired, memorial donations
in her name may be made
to STCH Ministries (for-
merly South Texas
Children’s Home) or The
Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

Graveside services for
Claudia were held at 1
p.m. on Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 5, 2020, at Mount Hebron Cem-
etery in Upper Montclair, N.J. Ar-
rangements were by Gray Funeral
Home of Westfield. Please go to
www.grayfuneralhomes.com to of-
fer condolences.
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Robert S. Kesselman, CPA, Devoted
To Family, Resident of Westfield

Robert S. Kesselman of Westfield,
N.J., passed away on Wednesday,
January 29, 2020, at the age of 79.

Robert was born on April 8, 1940
in Newark, N.J., and lived happily in
Westfield, N.J., for 52 years. He was
a graduate of West Virginia Univer-
sity and had a Certified Public Ac-
counting practice for 48 years.

Rob was predeceased by his par-
ents, Abraham and Mary Kesselman,
and his sister, Shirley Nurenberg.

He is survived by his wife, Edith,
of 57 years; his daughters and their
spouses, Lauri and Jeff Smith, and
Lynda Kesselman and Lisa Milano;
his sister and brother-in-law, Elyse
and Raymond Grimball, and his four

grandchildren and many nieces and
nephews.

Rob was a lover of music and the-
ater. He enjoyed golf and travel, but
he will be remembered most for his
devotion to and love of his family.

Family and friends are invited to
Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake Fu-
neral Home, 582 Springfield Av-
enue, Westfield, N.J., at noon on
Saturday, February 8, 2020. A Cel-
ebration of Life will begin at 1 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that donations be made in
Robert’s memory to the COPD
Foundation or the American Cancer
Society.

February 6, 2020

Claudine W. Mill

Karen Elaine Dembiec,
Loving Mother and Grandmother

Karen Elaine Dembiec, 78, of
Hilton Head Island, S.C., formerly
of Westfield, N.J., passed away
peacefully on Friday, January 17,
2020, surrounded by her family.

Karen was born and raised in
Westfield, N.J., with her sister, Judy
(Nelson) Johnson, and brother, Tom
Nelson. Following graduation,
Karen accepted a position with
AT&T and later worked for the
Westfield school system, serving
as the secretary to the principal of
Westfield High School.

Karen married Walt Dembiec in
April 1963, and they were happily
married for 55 years before Walt
passed away after a lengthy battle
with Parkinson’s Disease. Karen and
Walt raised four children in
Westfield, N.J., where Karen en-
joyed spending time with friends as
a charter member of the initial chap-
ter of the “Co-Weds” group in The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
hosting a Christmas Boutique in her
home each holiday season and
spending every weekend attending
all of her children’s baseball, foot-
ball, basketball and soccer games.

In 1996, Karen and Walt relo-
cated to Hilton Head Island, S.C.,
where Karen loved socializing with
friends, playing bridge and mahjong
and getting together for the ladies’
monthly birthday lunches. As Walt’s
disease progressed, Karen devoted
much of her time serving as his
primary caregiver and, along those
lines, helped found the inaugural
affiliate of Rock Steady Kick-Box-
ing and Mixed Martial Arts (MMA)
for Parkinson’s patients at Riptide
Gym in Bluffton, S.C., a program
that has now expanded and is still
helping Parkinson’s patients and
families in the greater Hilton Head

community.
Known best for her loving and

caring heart, great sense of humor
and humility, Karen was the center
of her extended family.

Karen was predeceased by her
father, Iver A. Nelson, and her
mother, Norma (Kirby) Nelson. She
is survived by her four adult chil-
dren, Walter Dembiec, Jr. of
Westfield, N.J., Jeffrey Dembiec
of Scotch Plains, N.J., Christopher
Dembiec of Las Flores, Calif., and
Jamie Mitchell of Seneca, S.C.,
and multiple grandchildren, nieces
and nephews.

Funeral services were held on
Saturday, January 25, 2020, at the
Providence Presbyterian Church in
Hilton Head Island, S.C. In lieu of
flowers, donations can be made to
the American Cancer Society. Ar-
rangements were by The Island Fu-
neral Home and Crematory.
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Wed. Morning Club
Posts Meeting Date

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club has announced that its
first meeting of the month will be a
gathering of the Public Affairs De-
partment on Tuesday, February 11, at
1 p.m. Marie Mastorakis will host the
meeting at her home. Everyone is
asked to bring local, state and na-
tional news articles to discuss with
the group. Those planning to attend
are asked to call Ms. Mastorakis.

For information about the Wednes-
day Morning Club, contact Co-Vice
Presidents Carolyn Moran at (908)
233-5635 or by email at
caromm@comcast.net or Sandi Jacobs
at (908) 317-5256 or by email at
sandij301@gmail.com.

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES

BRING RESULTS
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1906321

Why Renters 
Insurance?

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

Because your stuff ’s worth
it. I can help cover the stuff
landlords don’t for pennies
a day.

Let’s talk today.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Go Green!  Save the Trees!  Help the Environment!

Advertise Your Business in Our Online-Only Pages!
Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager at 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com  •  goleader.com/form/subscribe

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOR OUR FEATHERED FRIENDS...Members of Girl Scout Junior Troop
41178 from Tamaques Elementary School in Westfield received approval from
the town council January 28 to attach two birdhouses and a feeder at the bird
sanctuary. The troop had hand-made the birdhouses.

WAYVE Teen Foundation
Seeks Volunteers For Board
WESTFIELD – Jill Dispenza, pro-

gram director for the Westfield Area
Youth Volunteer Experience
(WAYVE) Program, has announced
that applications are now being ac-
cepted for the 2020 WAYVE Teen
Foundation Board.

“The WAYVE Teen Foundation
Program seeks to educate teens on
the vital roles that non-profit agen-
cies play in improving the lives of the
residents of Union County, by walk-
ing the teens, step-by-step, through
the entire grant review process,” ac-
cording to Ms. Dispenza.

The WAYVE Program is made
possible through a grant from the
Westfield Foundation and is coordi-
nated by Jewish Family Service of
Central New Jersey (JFSCNJ), a non-
profit, non-sectarian health and so-
cial service agency serving all resi-
dents of Union County.

Prospective WAYVE Teen Foun-
dation Program applicants are ex-
pected to fill out an application ex-
pressing their interest in applying to
the program, and to make a one-time
donation of $300 each to serve on the
board. Limited scholarships will be
available. These donations will be
used to partially fund the grants.

Robert Gorelick, board president
of the Westfield Foundation, ex-
pressed the need “to educate teens on
the importance of giving back to the
community where you live.” Tom
Beck, JFSCNJ executive director,
echoed the need to “give teens a bet-

ter understanding of the gamut of
non-profit agencies in the area and
help donate the funds they require to
fulfill their missions.”

The WAYVE Teen Foundation Pro-
gram is open to high-school students
in their freshman through junior year
who reside in Westfield or neighbor-
ing areas. Once accepted to the board,
participants are expected to attend all
meetings beginning on March 23 and
continuing on April 27, May 4 and 11,
and ending with the announcement
and celebration of grant recipients on
May 18. There also will be a group
volunteer morning at the JFSCNJ
garden in Elizabeth on April 26. All
meetings will take place at the
Westfield Area YMCA, located at
220 Clark Street, Westfield, at 7 p.m.

The WAYVE Teen Philanthropy
Board will be mentored by Elie Bodner,
director of community engagement,
Jewish Family Service of Central New
Jersey; Mr. Gorelick, and Darielle
Walsh, Westfield community leader.
These mentors will provide teens with
the necessary tools needed to review
the proposals to address the needs of
Union County residents.

Anyone who is interested in apply-
ing to the program should email
WAYVE@jfscentralnj.org for an
online link to the application. Teens
are encouraged to visit the WAYVE
Facebook and Instagram page and
search the hashtag #ridethewayve to
learn more about volunteer opportu-
nities in the program.

Library to Offer Meditation,
Downloading, Folk Music

Spook Handy

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will feature pro-
grams for a variety of interests, in-
cluding meditation, downloading
skills and folk music. The library is
located at 550 East
Broad Street.

“Downloading to
Your iPhone or iPad”
will be presented by a
librarian on Tuesday,
February 11, from 2:30
to 3:30 p.m. In this
small class of six, par-
ticipants will learn how
to download e-books,
e-audiobooks and other
formats from the
library’s digital collec-
tion to their devices.

The digital collection
includes RB Digital (e-
books, e-audiobooks
and magazines), Freading (e-books),
EBSCO (e-books), ELibraryNJ
(Overdrive — ebooks, audiobooks)
and Hoopla (ebooks, e-audiobooks,
music and movies). Participants must
register for this class and bring their
own devices, device passwords and
library card number.

Also on February 11, a 7 p.m. work-
shop entitled “Meditation: A Tool for
Stress Reduction and a Healthier
Lifestyle” will be presented by long-
time meditator Umesh Bhatia. Par-
ticipants will learn about and practice
meditation.

Folk singer Spook Handy will

present “Songs of The Folk Revival
— Then and Now!” on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 15, at 2 p.m. Mr. Handy writes
music imbued with the same spirit as
iconic singers such as Peter, Paul and

Mary, Bob Dylan and
Pete Seeger.

His originals have
charted as high as num-
ber two on the Interna-
tional Folk Radio Charts.
He performed alongside
Pete Seeger at festivals
and concerts more than
50 times over 10 years,
learning firsthand many
of Mr. Seeger’s songs and
the stories behind them.

He is now traveling
throughout the United
States and Canada with
his “Remembering Pete
Seeger” World Tour.

These programs are free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus li-
braries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Librar-
ies. Interested persons can check the
Westfield Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org, to see if their library is a
MURAL participant.

To register for any or all of these
events, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0. The library will
be closed on Monday, February 17,
for Presidents’ Day.

College Women Plan
African Art Program
CRANFORD — The College

Women’s Club of Cranford will
present a program entitled “Art of
West Africa on the East Coast” on
Monday, February 10, at 7 p.m. It will
take place at the First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford, located at 11
Springfield Avenue.

Attendees will explore the cultural
tapestry of West Africa through cen-
turies of art from within its 18 present-
day countries, especially the Benin
kingdom of the Edo people. Included
will be sculpture, metalwork and ivo-
ries from local museums such as the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the
Brooklyn Museum and the Princeton
University Art Museum.

Admission is free and the event is
open to the public. Michael Norris,
Ph.D., former museum educator at
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, will
present the program. He has presented
lectures for more than 20 years all
over the world, especially in classical
and medieval art.

Miller-Cory Invites All For
‘Sweet & Spicy Pomanders’
WESTFIELD — The fragrance of

sweet citrus and spicy cloves will fill
the air at the Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum this Sunday, February 9, from 2
to 4 p.m., during a program entitled
“Sweet & Spicy Pomanders.”

In ancient times, a pomander was a
mix of herbs and spices, believed to
guard against disease and infection.
The mixture was put inside a small
container, often made of precious
metals and jewels, and worn by the
upper classes as a sign of status.

By the 17th century, the English
began to make pomanders as people
think of them today. Studding fruits
with whole cloves to make a
“pomander ball” to freshen the air or

linens became a tradition in 18th-
century America.

The museum’s program on Sunday
will feature these useful and decora-
tive items. Children may make their
own simple citrus pomander ball and
learn a few facts about their history.
The suggested age range for this pro-
gram is 4 to 9 years. Also included will
be tours of the museum, a fully-fur-
nished, circa 1740 farmhouse, located
at 614 Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

Admission is $5 for adults and
children age 13 and older; $3 for
children ages 3 to 12, and free for
those under age 3.

Upcoming Sunday programs at the
museum include “Liberal Libations
of the 18th Century” on March 8 and
“Maple Sugar Sunday” on March
22. For more information, call the
museum at (908) 232-1776 or email
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. The
museum’s website is
millercoryhouse.org.

Westfield History Spot
February 2, 1952

Did you know that the Westfield
Board of Education Building on
Elm Street, pictured above, once
served as Westfield High School?
That permanently changed on Feb-
ruary 2, 1952, when the current
high school opened its doors on
Dorian Road. The new school

started with 720 students in grades
10 to 12. Close to 2,000 students,
in grades 9 to 12, now attend
Westfield High School, and it has
been expanded and upgraded sev-
eral times over the years to accom-
modate a growing student body and
a changing curriculum.

Hypertension Clinic
To Be at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship nurse will be available at the
Scotch Plains Public Library for blood
pressure readings on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 11, from 10 a.m. until noon. No
registration is required.

Representatives from the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA also will be on
hand with information about their
Blood Pressure Management Pro-
gram, part of Prescribe the Y, health-
management programs that are free
and open to the community.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Trailside Has Activities For
Presidents’ Day Weekend

MOUNTAINSIDE – Residents
looking for family-friendly fun over
Presidents’ Day weekend are invited
to visit Union County’s Trailside
Nature and Science Center for a spe-
cial “February Festivities” series of
programs for adults and families with
children age 5 and up. Programs will
run on Saturday, February 15, and
Monday, February 17.

“February Festivities at Trailside
offers a wide variety of indoor and
outdoor programs to explore science
and nature topics in ways that are fun
and entertaining for all ages,” said
Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella.

The full list of February Festivities
activities for Presidents’ Day week-
end includes:

Saturday, February 15
Noon to 1 p.m. — The Journey of

Sap to Syrup. Visitors will see how
real maple syrup is made from the sap
of a real sugar maple tree.

1:30 to 2:30 p.m. – Mythical Crea-
tures of Fields and Forests. Visitors
are invited to bring their imagination
as they investigate the world of elves,
fairies, gnomes and their forest
friends. Participants will take a walk
in search of homes and hideouts of
these magical creatures.

3 to 4 p.m. — Animal Clue Winter
Walk. Participants will search for
signs that animal neighbors have vis-
ited and enjoy a campfire with hot
chocolate and s’mores.

Monday, February 17
Mythical Creatures returns from

10 to 11 a.m.
The Journey of Sap to Syrup re-

turns from noon until 1 p.m.
Among the highlights of the two-

day festivities is a special magic-and-
movie program on February 17, be-
ginning with The Science of Magic, a
participatory magic show from 1:30
to 2:15 p.m. that reveals the secrets of
magic using magnetism, light, air and
optical illusion. A free screening of
the animated movie Abominable, from
3 to 4:45 p.m., will follow the magic
show. No pre-registration is needed
for the movie.

The magic show will feature audi-
ence participation and comedy for
children ages 5 and up with parent.
No pre-registration is needed for the
magic show but tickets are required.
They will be available starting at 1
p.m. on the day of the show at the
Visitor Service Desk for a fee of $5
general admission and $4 for senior
citizens. Space is limited and stroll-
ers are not permitted.

Animal Clue Winter Walk returns

from 3 to 4 p.m. that day.
Pre-registration is required for all

February Festivities nature activities
and workshops. Walk-ins are wel-
come as space permits. To register,
visit ucnj.org/trailside. Workshop fees
are $5 per person for Union County
residents and $6 per person for non-
county residents.

For additional information about
the special programs offered during
February Festivities, winter work-
shops and special events, visit
ucnj.org/trailside or call (908) 789-
3670.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter also will be open on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 16, from noon to 5 p.m. Trailside
is located at 452 New Providence
Road, Mountainside, and is a service
of the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders.

Coming This May

Our 48th

Annual Edition

To reserve your space
Contact Jeff Gruman,

Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com

This Is
Westfield

Congratulations

on your

joyous occasion!

To reserve your space
Contact Suzette Stalker,

Community Editor
908-232-4407

community@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/wedding

Weddings
Births

Engagements
Anniversarys

Reference Librarian To
Be GSWF Guest Speaker

WESTFIELD — The Genealogical
Society of the West Fields invites the
public to join Jacquelyn Oshman of
the New Brunswick Free Public Li-
brary at its meeting on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 13. The meeting will be held at 1
p.m. at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary, located at 550 East Broad Street.

Ms. Oshman has been a reference
librarian at the New Brunswick Free
Public Library for 15 years. She spe-
cializes in Local History and Geneal-
ogy and has given genealogy presen-
tations to numerous organizations
around New Jersey.

Her presentation will focus on the
collections held at the New Brunswick
Free Public Library that are most
widely used by researchers and how
they can help genealogists in the area. Jacquelyn Oshman
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Cougars Topple Oak Knoll,
RC Lions in Girls Basketball

The Cranford High School girls
basketball team picked up a pair of
victories this past week to improve its
record to 7-7. First, the Lady Cougars
nipped the 9-7 Oak Knoll Royals, 41-
40 (according to calculation of indi-
vidual stats) in Cranford on January
28. Second, the Cougars dominated
the Roselle Catholic Lady Lions, 52-
40, in Cranford on January 30.

Against the Royals, Liz McCaffery
sank 12 points, including a pair of 3-

pointers, and grabbed five rebounds.
Amanda Vath also had 12 points and
pulled down six rebounds. Natalia
Kruk put in 11 points, including a 3-
pointer, and added two rebounds.
Kathryn Wheatley had six rebounds
and a blocked shot. Kirsten Williams
had three points, six rebounds and
two steals. Gianna Toretta led the
team with five assists and added three
points and two rebounds.

SILBER NIPS ‘DiGIO’; CIOTTA, McDERMOTT KEY WINS

Blue Devils Win Key Bouts;
Stun Cougar Matmen, 44-22

ROONEY 21 PTS, WALSH 17 PTS; SPF’S FLETCHER 12 RBS

Blue Devil Boys Avoid Upset
To Stop Raider Cagers, 59-51

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Learning well from their previous
meeting with the Westfield High
School boys basketball team, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders be-
came the aggressor right from the
start and proved they could play at a
high level with a very good team at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
on January 28. Unlike their humiliat-
ing loss in their first outing when they
were scoreless in the first quarter and
trailed 33-6 at the half, the Raiders
took it to the Blue Devils, especially
in the second quarter, to grab a 31-23
lead at the half but the Blue Devils
regrouped to pull out a 59-51 victory.

Contributing heavily to the Raid-
ers’ early success was Justin Fletcher,
who would finish with a team-leading
12 rebounds to go with seven points
and two blocks. Justin Guy (5 re-
bounds) scored nine of his 11 points
during the first half and Liam Mahr (4

rebounds) netted eight of his 10 points
in the half. By game’s end, Jaden
Carter would lead the Raiders with 12
points, which included a pair of 3-
pointers. Point guard Hayden Widder
(3 rebounds, 2 steals) was essential in
the Raiders’ early success.

“I think we came out here with the
right type of intensity. We are a com-
pletely different team right now. It
was great. Everybody was hustling
for every single play. They had some
runs. We had some runs. We just
needed to clean some things up and
that game could have been ours,”
Fletcher said.

Griffin Rooney (5 rebounds, 3 as-
sists), who led the 11-3 Blue Devils
with 21 points and five steals, scored
14 of his points in the second half. Jake
Walsh hit four of his five 3-pointers in
the first quarter and finished with 17
points to go with four assists, four
rebounds and two steals. Andrew
Echausse contributed three points, two

assists, two rebounds and two steals.
Logan Howland finished with eight
points, six rebounds and two blocks.
Jack Spellman finished with five re-
bounds and two blocked shots.

“We just went on an eight-game
winning streak, so we hadn’t really
had. to bounce back from a loss for a
while. Today we had to bounce back
from a loss [No. 3 Elizabeth]. We
came out flat but the good thing is we
came back and rallied in the second
half. We didn’t play as physically as
we wanted to under the boards and
everywhere. Once we started playing
more physically in the second half,
that’s when we started to click,”
Rooney explained.

“It’s a lottery so they came out hot.
We are now division champions, so
they didn’t want us to win this game.
They wanted to take away what we
are trying to achieve the rest of the
season. They did a really good job but

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Key bouts, with the exception of
one, went in Westfield’s favor, which
resulted in a 44-22 Blue Devil blow-
out over the Cranford Cougars in a
wrestling showdown that was ex-
pected to be much closer at Westfield
High School on January 29. Each
coach juggled their lineups in a chess
match of wits but in the end, the Blue
Devils won nine of the 14 bouts to up
their season record to 13-2 and to
elevate Head Coach Glen Kurz as
WHS’s all-time winningest wrestling
coach.

The first part of the chess match
and the first key bout began at the
152-lb class when Cougar Shane
Kanterman, who placed second in the
Union County Tournament (UCT) at
160-lb, dropped down to face An-
thony Ciotta (3rd UCT at 152-lbs).
Ciotta began with a double-leg

takedown. Kanterman answered with
a pair of escapes and a defensive
takedown to take a 4-2 lead midway
through the second period then Ciotta
escaped. The third period became the
deciding factor as Ciotta escaped and
added a four-point barrel roll-to-back
to claim a 9-5 victory.

“I went into today actually I thought
I was going to have the kid that went
160. It didn’t matter to me. I know
when I was leading off this was a big
match. I wanted to go out and show
that I belong here and I’m the real
deal. I wanted to get the momentum
on our side. It felt good. [Luke]
Scanlan beat him in the counties.
Scanlan is a good teammate of mine.
I wanted to do the same. I didn’t want
to fall short,” Ciotta said.

Ciotta did not fall short on his bar-
rel-to-back takedown.

“At the end, I knew it was close but
I had to get it done for my team. I had

to come up clutch,” he said.
At 160-lbs, Scanlan began his bout

with Christian Esposito with a pair of
takedowns then followed with a five-
point double-leg-to-back takedown
and added a five-point head-and-arm-
to-cradle takedown to eventually
claim a 17-2, 4:19 technical fall.

Key bout No. 2, was next at 170-
lbs. Blue Devil James McDermott
trailed Chris Hecht, 1-0, entering the
third period but he converted a Merkel
maneuver to a half nelson to record a
pin in 5:32, giving Westfield a 14-0
team lead.

“It was a hard match but when I got
him on top, I felt him breaking. So I
thought my will was breaking him.
Once that Merkel came, he was in
really bad position, so all I really had
to do was slip the half in and drive my
feet,” McDermott explained.

Cougar Max Nock got the Cougars
on the scoreboard when he recorded a
12-2, majority decision over James
Greco at 182-lbs. Cougar Justin
Alpaugh-McLean, the 182-lb UCT
champion, jumped up to 195-lbs and
pinned Sergio Cabrera in 1:32 with a
lateral throw.

The 220-lb bout turned out to be
key in an unexpected way. Cougar
Evan Kanterman (195-lb UCT cham-
pion) was expected to reap bonus
points but Jack Price came through
with a cagy mat strategy to limit him
to a 2-0 decision.

Key bout No. 3 at 285-lbs pitted
Blue Devil Jon Heard (2nd in UCT at
220-lbs) against Kevin Shriner (2nd
UCT at 285-lbs). After a scoreless
first period, Shriner escaped in the
second period then Heard escaped in
the third to send the bout into over-
time. Shriner earned a 3-1 sudden

BOWLES BEATS QUEEN, EPPS; SHOYOYE PINS GORDON

Raiders Nipped by Elizabeth;
Down Cardinals in Wrestling

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two days after dropping a 34-32
stinger to the 11-6 Elizabeth Minute-
men in Elizabeth the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
hosted the Plainfield Cardinals in a
special Alumni Night match on Janu-
ary 31. Although the 13-10 Raiders
won big, 68-3, the most important
part of the evening was an honoring of
former head coach Len Zanowicz,
who was at the helm from 1973 to
1994 and amassed a 201-77-4 record.
In addition to his many other accom-
plishments, it had been decided that
the Annual Senior Male and Female
Athletes of the Year Awards would be
known as the Len Zanowicz Awards.

The key showdown bout against
the Minutemen came in the 126-lb
class when Jasiah Queen, the UCT
champion at 120-lbs, bounced up to
do battle with Raider Brandon Bowles,
who was second in the UCT at 126-
lbs. It was a very defensive bout but
Bowles pulled out a 2-1 decision.

Raiders Noah Samms won by 13-5,
majority decision over Jose Ramos at
152-lbs and Anthony Robinson fol-
lowed with a 17-6, majority decision
over Fariq Thomas at 160-lbs. Ben
Root (132-lbs) pinned Alexis
Cajamarca in 2:15. Recently off a
victory over Linden’s Ibn Hall, who

placed second in the UCT at 195-lbs,
Larry Shoyoye defeated Pierre
Francois, 6-3, at that weight. Kyle
Robinson (138-lbs) came up one-point
shy of a majority decision when he
beat Fred Gabin, 10-3. Joey Larmore
(113-lbs) pinned Claudio Sanchez in
4:35. Rob Lerner (220-lbs) edged
Gerome Abad, 6-5.

For the Minutemen, UCT cham-
pion Moses Olowoopejo, ranked No.
8 at 285-lbs, pinned CJ Estevez in
3:22. Cristian Luzua (2nd in UCT at
106-lbs) pinned Mike Brennan in 46
seconds. Bryan Castillo (120-lbs)
pinned Luke Checchio in 1:29. Julio
Sanchez (145-lbs) pinned Camden
Ricci in 1:37. Abraham Navarro (170-
lbs) pinned Jack Manville in 46 sec-
onds. Anthony Rodriguez (182-lbs)
won by 13-5, majority decision over
Rob Mehorter.

Once again, Bowles and Shoyoye
were involved in the key bouts against
Plainfield. Bowles bumped up to 132-
lbs to face the Cardinals’ top wrestler
Tylik Epps. Despite a lot of jostling,
the two competitors battled through a
scoreless first period. Bowles escaped
in the second period and Epps es-
caped in the third to send the bout to
overtime where neither wrestler man-
aged to score in the first phase. Epps
chose down in the second phase but
Bowles controlled him for the entire

30 seconds. Then in the third phase,
Bowles escaped for a 2-1 victory.

“It’s always good to get this expo-
sure with the best kids on the team, so
when districts comes, I am fully pre-
pared and know what to expect,” said
Bowles, who added, “I don’t really
know what my record is right now,
maybe 18-4, 17-4. I think that’s close.”

In a dual meet against Rahway in
mid January, Bowles had a rematch
with Chris Dalmau, who he had beaten
3-1 in the UCT semifinals. This time
the bout went to overtime where
Dalmau got a takedown to win 5-3. It
was a learning experience for Bowles.

“Yes! I just got to open up more and

WINS NO. 500 & 600 VS CRANFORD; 700 VS ELIZABETH

Tom Breznitsky Made History
For Raider Boys Soccer Team

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Long time Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys soccer Head Coach
Tom Breznitsky, who had been at the
helm for 45 years, has been replaced
by former Raider standout Alex
Passucci during the past Board of
Education meeting. During his tenure

as head coach, Breznitsky has amassed
an amazing 761-185-63 record to go
with 17 Union County Tournament
(UCT) titles, 15 sectional titles and
made 13 trips to the Group Champi-
onship game, winning seven of them
(1987, 89, 91, 92, 95, 97, 98).

The Raiders presented Breznisky
with his 500th win on October 20,
2004 when the Raiders shut out the
Cranford Cougars, 2-0, at Walnut
Avenue Elementary School in
Cranford. Greg Leischer and Chris
Huether each scored second-half
goals. The very next year, Breznitsky
won section title No. 13 when the
Raiders vaporized Voorhees, 3-0, on
November 11, 2005. The Raiders then
advanced to the Group Champion-
ships in Ewing where they lost, 2-0, to
Ocean City.

UCT title No. 12 came in 2007
when Breznitsky’s boys blanked the
Elizabeth Minutemen, 4-0, with goals
from Joe D’Annunzio and Johann

Hernandez and two goals from Taylor
Molinaro, but the Raiders would not
win another UCT title until 2011 with
a 1-0 victory over Union when Colin
Stripling scored a second-half goal.
The Raiders would also win in 2012
(over Governor Livingston, 5-2 —
goals by Andrew Leischner, Strip-
ling, Justin Rodriguez, Jassiem
Wahtuse, Brian Rubin), 2013 (over
Elizabeth, 4-2 — goals by Rubin,
Mike Walsh, James Murphy, Chris-
tian Zazzali), 2014 (over Westfield,
2-1 — goals by Alex Guevera, Jake
Longo) and 2015 (over Elizabeth, 1-
0 in overtime — goal by Rob
Viglione).

In the meantime, victory No. 600
for Breznitsky came on September
20, 2011 with a 6-0 rout of the
Cranford Cougars in Cranford. Travis
Cortes, Morgan Ellman, Christian
Zazzali, Francisco Chinchilla (2) and
Conor Kelly tallied the goals. The

David B. Corbin (September 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JOB WELL DONE...Raider Assistant Coach Joe Mortarulo, left, and Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky, right, stand with co-captain Ryan Peterson, No. 8, who
scored the first goal, and Robert Devine-Gelling, No. 23, who scored the winning
goal in overtime for the 2-1 victory over Elizabeth to present coach Breznitsky
with his 700th career win (September 15, 2016).
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING HIS MOVE...Blue Devil Griffin Rooney, No. 5, makes his move to get by Raiders Liam Mahr, No. 35, and Justin
Guy, No. 1, during the game in Scotch Plains on January 28. Westfield had to overcome an eight-point deficit to win 59-51.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PULLING THE SWITCH...Blue Devil Ethan Composto pulls a switch on Cougar
Will Fernandez during his 106-lb bout in Westfield on January 29.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WATCHING THE BALL...Cougar Amanda Vath, No. 24, watches the path of the
ball in the game against Roselle Catholic in Cranford on January 30.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP A TILT...Raider Joey Larmore, right, sets up a tilt on Cardinal Joe
Lopez in his 113-lb bout. Larmore claimed a 17-2, 3:39 technical fall.
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Raiders went on to award him with
his 14th sectional title with a 2-0
shutout of Chatham and finished the
season with a 21-3 record. In 2012,
the Raiders finished with a 19-1-3
record and their only loss was to St.
Benedict’s Prep. They tied Westfield
twice and were on the short side of a
shootout with Millburn in the sec-
tion semifinal.

The Raiders were denied a trip to
the section championship when they
were stunned 1-0 by Millburn in
Scotch Plains on November 12, 2013
to finish with a 17-5-1 record. On
November 13, 2014, the Raiders won
their 15th sectional crown with a 2-0
victory over Elizabeth, receiving goals
from Jassiem Wahtuse and Ryan

Peterson. The No. 4 Raiders reached
the Group Championship game to face
the No. 1 Washington Township Min-
uteman, who pulled out a 1-0 victory
at Kean University on November 23.
The game was not without contro-

versy however as Wahtuse from the
left end line, launched a parallel shot
that deflected off the goalie’s hands
and into the net for an apparent goal,
only to have it negated by the ref, who
was running downfield to see the play.

In 2015, the Raiders finally de-
feated their nemesis Millburn, 3-0, in
the first round of the sectional tourna-
ment then advanced to the finals only
to be stunned 2-0 by the 17-3 Eliza-
beth Minutemen, whose three losses
were to the Raiders, who would finish
with a 21-2-2 record.

In the fourth game of the 2016
season, the Raiders awarded
Breznitsky with his 700th career win
when they beat Elizabeth, 2-1, on
September 15 when Rob Devine-Gel-

ling netted a goal in the first overtime.
Ryan Peterson scored a goal in the
first half. The Raiders would go on to
claim their 15th sectional crown un-
der Breznitsky with a 3-1 triumph
over the Bridgewater-Raritan Pan-
thers. Tom DiVizio, Jack Brady and
John Murphy scored the goals.

The 2017 season was a discourag-
ing one for the Raiders, who finished
11-11. But the very next year, the
Raiders finished with one of their best
records — 20-1-2 — but they were
unable to grab the brass ring for the
UCT or section titles. The Elizabeth
Minutemen stole the section crown
with a 2-1 victory, scoring both goals
within a 1:36 span after Raider Jon
Koseoglu scored the first goal in the
second half.

This past season the Raiders fin-
ished with a 12-8-3 record and four of
their losses were to 20-1-4 Elizabeth,
whose only loss was to No. 1 Clifton
in the Group semifinals. Elizabeth
defeated the Raiders, 3-2, in the sec-
ond overtime of the UCT semifinals
and once again, edged them 1-0 for
the section crown.

This information was taken from
the archives of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

Paige Morton had 19 points, includ-
ing a 3-pointer, for the Royals. Bridget
Sheehan sank eight points. Greta Criqui
put up six points. Devon Gogerty had
three points. Katelyn Glory and Liz
Archer each had two points.

The Cougars zoomed to a solid 29-
13 lead at the half. McCaffery and
Toretta held the hot hand against the
RC Lions. McCaffery finished with
16 points, including a 3-pointer, two
assists and four rebounds. Toretta also
sank 16 points, including a pair of 3-
pointers, and added four assists, three
steals and two rebounds. Williams

Horace R. Corbin (November 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MEETING WITH THE ‘BREZ’...Sports Editor Dave Corbin discusses a season
wrap-up with Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky at The Leader office (2015).

David B. Corbin  (October 2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECEIVING CONGRATULATIONS…Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky
receives congratulations from a fan after gaining his 500th career victory after the
Raiders’ 2-0 win over Cranford on October 20, 2004.

Summit Icemen Defeat
Blue Devils for UCT Title

Photo courtesy of James Finver

WEAVING HIS WAY THROUGH...Blue Devil Andrew Principato, No. 26,
weaves his way through defenders during a recent game.

The Union County Championship
(UCC) tournament finals are like the
Star Wars saga, but with more epi-
sodes. For the fourth consecutive sea-
son, the finals pitted the Westfield
High School Blue Devils against their
arch nemesis and fellow powerhouse
Summit Hilltoppers. While Summit
has been dominant in this annual con-
test, Westfield has proven to be a
dangerous opponent each year.

This year the Hilltoppers entered
the tilt as a prohibitive favorite (13 in
the state, 3 among public schools)
against the unranked Blue Devils.
Fittingly it was a foggy night at the old
barn in Warinanco Park for this dra-
matic showdown. A full house watched
as the Blue Devils battled but ulti-

mately fell to Summit, 3-1.
The lone Westfield tally came com-

pliments of junior Dan McDonald,
assisted by freshman Matteo
Mancheno. Senior Jack Ruckman was
solid between the pipes with 25 saves.
The outpouring of support from fam-
ily and friends – particularly fellow
students, aka, Dubfield Athletics – was
the salve on the wounds of this defeat.

The Blue Devils took out their frus-
tration in their next tilt against an-
other conference opponent, the
Montclair Kimberly Academy (MKA)
Cougars. The Westfield icemen ar-
rived at the Woodbridge Community
Center rink in a foul mood and
throttled the Cougars, 9-1. The ice
was tilted towards the MKA end all
game and the Blue Devils’ scoring
came early and often. Wearing the
three-goal chapeau was gritty sopho-

more Spencer Brown. Fellow sopho-
more Matt Beke put the biscuit in the
basket twice, while Greg Oliveri com-
pleted the sophomore scorers. Jun-
iors Dan McDonald and Brendan
Kotiga each found the back.

Nine different Blue Devils skaters
registered assists. Senior captain
Trevor Tanella had three, fellow se-
nior Brendan Hiltz and McDonald both
had a pair. Dimes were also provided
by seniors (alternate captain) Dylan
Howard, crowd favorite Andrew
“Pato” Principato, Logan Calder; jun-
iors Kyle Snyder and Kyle Azzaretto;
sophomore Thomas Conrod and fresh-
man Matteo Mancheno. Ruckman had
a quiet day in net, but played well and
earned the win.

In their next match-up, Westfield
will pay tribute to the senior class of
2020 before skating against confer-
ence rivals the Montclair High School
Mounties, currently ranked 20 in the
state and ninth among public high
schools. Earlier this season the
Mounties defeated the Blue Devils in
a barnburner, 4-3, at Clary Anderson
Arena in Montclair. To Westfield, that
game seems like it was a long time
ago in a rink far, far away and they
will be looking for revenge in the
friendly confines of Warinanco.

The boys varsity team record stands
at 10-5-2 and they are ranked No. 3 in
the New Jersey public B group stand-
ings. Follow the WHS boys varsity
ice hockey team on Twitter
@westfieldpuck for an informative
and entertaining take on the season’s
activities. Fans can also visit
WHSpuckon FaceBook and
Instagram Pages. See the website for
up to date team schedules
atwww.westfieldhockey.com.

netted 10 points and added two as-
sists and three rebounds. Vath had six
points, 10 rebounds, three steals, two
blocks and an assist. Kruk pulled 10
rebounds and contributed two points,
and Olivia Merriman had two points,
an assist and a rebound.

Shauntia Alexander led the Lady
Lions with 13 rebounds, while adding
nine points and a steal. Amaris Jenkins
led in scoring with 12 points, includ-
ing trip 3-pointers, and added four
assists, two blocks, two rebounds and
a steal. Nia Clemons sank nine points,
including a 3-pointer, and added seven
rebounds, three steals, a block and an
assist. Janelle McNeill finished with
eight points, including two 3-point-
ers, three steals, two assists and three
rebounds. Gabby Meloni had two
points, three rebounds and an assist.
Roselle Catholic   7   6 16 11 40
Cranford 19 10 16   7 52

Raiders Nipped by Elizabeth;
Down Cardinals in Wrestling

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

wrestle my match,” Bowles answered.
Bowles also finds himself in one of

the toughest weight classes in his dis-
trict and region with NJSIAA No. 4
ranked Luke Hoerle (Westfield), No.
5 Sean Rendeiro (St. Peters Prep),
Larry Melchionda (Seton Hall Prep)
and Dalmau.

“You just got to keep pushing
through it,” Bowles commented.

Head Coach Marc Fabiano had
Shoyoye jump up to the 220-lb class to
face Cardinal muscleman Steve Gor-
don. The two gladiators were going at
it with attempts on upper body throws
but Shoyoye won the contest when he
stuck Gordon to the mat in 2:42.

In his recent get even victory bout
with Linden’s Ibn Hall, Shoyoye ex-
plained, “That match he was a strong
kid. During the (UCT) tournament I
was scared of him. I got tired and I
didn’t want to wrestle him but when
he came in to [dual match] I was
confident. I did my thing.”

As to his progress this season,
Shoyoye answered, “My year so far is
doing good because I have been work-
ing with the coaches getting better
and better. Coach [John] Scholz and
Fabiano taught me some of the throw-
ing moves.”

The bouts against the Cardinals
began at the 106-lb class and Raider
Brennan pinned Dave Broadway with
a headlock in 44 seconds. At 113-lbs,
Larmore decided to blend four
takedowns with three nearfalls — half
nelson, stack, cradle — to claim a 17-
2, technical fall in 3:39 over Joe Lopez.
The Cardinals’ only win came at 120-
lbs when Anthony Arias beat

Checchio, 6-0.
Root slipped down to 126-lbs and

pinned Angelo Ortega in 2:36 with a
wrist/half nelson combination. After
Bowles’ bout, Kyle Robinson re-
corded a pair of reversals and a cradle
to beat Brendan Burgess, 7-3, at 138-
lbs. At 145-lbs, Samms used a driving
lateral throw to stick Eaton Brown in
44 seconds. Anthony Robinson took
less time at 152-lbs when he con-
verted a double-leg takedown to a pin
in 24 seconds over Gabe Elliot.

Raider Jayden Nyamiaka used a
double-leg takedown-to-back maneu-
ver to pin Nery Marroquin in 1:00
with a cradle at 160-lbs. Manville
took his 170-lb bout with Eric Veres
into overtime tied at 4-4. Manville
then caught Veres in a five-point head-
lock to earn a 9-4 victory. Raiders
Giacamo Pares (182-lbs) and
Mehorter (195-lbs) received forfeits.

After Shoyoye’s bout, Lerner
stepped forward in the final bout at
285-lbs and took Emanuel Sutton to
the mat with a startling ankle pickup
before he eventually pinned him with
an Olympic arm bar in 1:39.

“I just waited and I got the ankle. I
put the arm bar in and I didn’t know if
it was legal. I didn’t want to go super
long then I finally got him because my
arms were tired” Lerner described.

His success this season even seemed
to surprise Lerner.

“I didn’t think I was going to have
such a good year because I was 1-1
last year and I was JV. I just worked
hard and now I am having a pretty
good season and I am 21-5,” He an-
swered.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-012219-19
FILE NO. 26825-19

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
PERFORATING INDUSTRIES, INC.;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which MTAG CUST FOR EMPIRE VIII NJ
PORTFOLIO is the plaintiff and PERFO-
RATING INDUSTRIES, INC., ET ALS; are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-012219-
19 within thirty-five (35) days after Febru-
ary 6, 2020 exclusive of such date. If you
fail to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Complaint. You shall file your An-
swer and Proof of Service in duplicate with
the Clerk of the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN
971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accor-
dance with the Rules of Civil Practice and
Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificates:

1. A certain tax certificate 16-00281,
sold on 6/9/2017, dated 6/15/2017, and
was recorded on 8/2/2017 in Mortgage
Book 14310 at Page 726, made by
STACEY L. CARRON, Collector of Taxes
of LINDEN, and State of New Jersey to
MTAG CUST FOR EMPIRE VIII NJ PORT-
FOLIO and subsequently assigned to plain-
tiff, MTAG CUST FOR EMPIRE VIII NJ
PORTFOLIO. This covers real estate lo-
cated in LINDEN, County of UNION, and
State of New Jersey, known as LOT 19
ADTL LOTS: 366, 405-Q-4 BLOCK 439 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of LINDEN and con-
cerns premises commonly known as 604
COMMERCE ROAD, LINDEN, New Jer-
sey.

2. A certain tax certificate 16-00282,
sold on 6/9/2017, dated 6/15/2017, and
was recorded on 8/2/2017 in Mortgage
Book 14310 at Page 729, made by
STACEY L. CARRON, Collector of Taxes
of LINDEN, and State of New Jersey to
MTAG CUST FOR EMPIRE VIII NJ PORT-
FOLIO and subsequently assigned to plain-
tiff, MTAG CUST FOR EMPIRE VIII NJ
PORTFOLIO. This covers real estate lo-
cated in LINDEN, County of UNION, and
State of New Jersey, known as LOT 20
ADTL LOTS: 366, 105-Q-1 BLOCK 439 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of LINDEN and con-
cerns premises commonly known as 606
COMMERCE ROAD, LINDEN, New Jer-
sey.

YOU, PERFORATING INDUSTRIES,
INC., are made party defendant to the
above foreclosure action because you are
the owner of a property which is the subject
of the above entitled action.

DATED:  January 31, 2020
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk

Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 02/06/20, The Leader Fee: $79.05

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-014466-19
FILE NO. 26964-19

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
MARY F. DAVIS; JOHN DOE,
HUSBAND OF MARY F.
DAVIS, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which US BANK CUST ACTLIEN HOLD-
ING is the plaintiff and MARY F. DAVIS, ET
ALS; are defendants, pending in the Supe-
rior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Divi-
sion, UNION County and bearing Docket
No. F-014466-19 within thirty-five (35) days
after February 6, 2020 exclusive of such
date.  If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Complaint. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 16-00060,
sold on 6/9/2017, dated 6/15/2017, and
was recorded on 8/10/2017 in Mortgage
Book 14315 at Page 692, made by
STACEY L. CARRON, Collector of Taxes
of LINDEN, and State of New Jersey to US
BANK CUST ACTLIEN HOLDING and
subsequently assigned to plaintiff, US
BANK CUST ACTLIEN HOLDING. This
covers real estate located in LINDEN,
County of UNION, and State of New Jer-
sey, known as LOT 12 ADTL LOTS: 261,
775/777 BLOCK 75 as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate
of LINDEN and concerns premises com-
monly known as 1145 DILL AVENUE, LIN-
DEN, New Jersey.

YOU, MARY F. DAVIS, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because you are the owner of a property
which is the subject of the above entitled
action. YOU, JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
MARY F. DAVIS, SAID NAME JOHN DOE
BEING FICTITIOUS, are made party de-
fendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to deter-
mine whether defendant MARY F. DAVIS
is married, and if married, the name of
MARY F. DAVIS’s spouse. If MARY F.
DAVIS is married, the plaintiff joins JOHN
DOE, HUSBAND OF MARY F. DAVIS,
SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTI-
TIOUS as a defendant for any possessory
or marital rights you may have.

DATED:  January 31, 2020
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk

Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 02/06/20, The Leader Fee: $75.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
AMENDMENT

The Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford has authorized supersed-
ing Resolution No. 2019-420 which autho-
rized an award of contract for payroll ser-
vices. The Township of Cranford adver-
tised a Request for Proposal for Payroll
Services through a fair and open process
in accordance with NJSA 19:44A-20.5 et
seq. This contract and Resolution No. 2020-
106 are available for public inspection at
the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Awarded to: Primepoint LLC, 2
Springside Road, Westampton, New Jer-
sey 08060

Service: Payroll Services
Fee: Additional Amount of $ 3,552.50,

not to Exceed Total Award of $63,552.50
Date: January 28, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 02/06/20, The Leader Fee: $23.46

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-20000024

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-009606-19

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.; AS
TRUSTEE FOR BANC OF AMERICA FUNDING
CORPORATION MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-5

VS.
Defendant: MARSHALL ANTHONY A/K/A

MARSHALL C. ANTHONY A/K/A MARSHALL
COREY ANTHONY; TASCHA ANTHONY; MA-
RINA DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT CO LLC

Sale Date: 02/19/2020
Writ of Execution: 11/21/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Thirty-
Six Thousand Two Hundred Eighty-Eight and
30/100*** $636,288.30.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 520 HIDDEN HOLLOW,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax LOT 21 F/K/A 14, BLOCK 6001 F/K/A 157.
Dimensions of Lot: 000.315 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: Rolling Peaks Way.
• 2020 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2020 $2,921.37 OPEN
• 2020 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2020 $2,921.36 OPEN
Sewer: Acct: 07/01/2019 - 12/31/2019 $190.00

OPEN PLUS PENALTY. Sewer charges are
based on prior water consumption.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Fifty-Five Thou-
sand Seven Hundred Twenty-Eight and 12/100***
$655,728.12 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 01/23, 01/30, 02/06
& 02/13/20 Fee: $197.88

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING A SWITCH...Raider Brandon Bowles, right, attempts to get a
switch reversal on Cardinal Tylik Epps during his 132-lb bout.

See Team Photo with Len Zanowicz
On front page of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
1044 Route 22 W.  Ste. 2  Mountainside, NJ  07092   (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Celebrates Children’s
Dental Health Month

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.
Board Certified

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR TRUSTED ADVERTISERS

Blue Devil Boys Avoid Upset; Stop Raider Cagers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

we just came back. We played to-
gether and we got the win,” Walsh
answered.

Thanks to Walsh’s four 3-pointers
the Blue Devils actually won the first
quarter, 19-17, but the Raiders were
winning under the boards, especially
in the second quarter where they
outscored Westfield 14-4 to take the
eight-point, halftime lead. Rooney
scored all four of the Blue Devils’
points in the quarter.

“Our plan was to make sure every-
one was on the boards and that was
our goal as a team to out-rebound

them and get more chances for shots,”
Fletcher explained.

The Blue Devils seized the initia-
tive in the third quarter with a high
pressure defense that created numer-
ous steals and began driving to the
basket for lay-ups which drew mul-
tiple fouls. Westfield won the quarter
19-9 to take a 42-40 lead and seven of
those points came from the charity
line. Colin Freer (6 points), Declan
McCauley (3 rebounds), Ryan
Friedberg (2 rebounds) and Rooney
would add lay-ups.

The Blue Devils sealed the deal

with a 17-11 run in the final quarter
and 10 of their points came from the
free throw line. The Blue Devils would
finish 20-for-24 from the line. The
Raiders were 5-for-7 at the line.

“We forced it too much in the paint in
the first half, myself included. In the
second half, we made that extra pass,
making it easier to get to the basket. And
when you get that extra pass, it’s a lot
more open underneath. That’s when we
were getting the open lay-ups and draw-
ing the foul,” Rooney explained.

“At halftime, coach was livid. He
was really disappointed. We let up 20
points the whole last game. Here it was
over 20 in the first half. It was unaccept-
able poor defense. We had to go strong
in the second half down by eight. Like
Griff said, we came out flat, and in order
to be division champs, we got to come
out strong,” Echausse said.

“Coach gave a great speech at half-
time. He said come out hard and play
as a team. In the first half, we weren’t
playing as one but in the second half,
we came out together and everyone
did their part. It was fun to watch,”
Walsh added.

“The past three or four games we
started off really slow. We started off
against Union Catholic and Plainfield
and then this game. Teams are after us
and we can’t just walk into a game and
expect to win. In the future, we got to
start off strong. We got to show our
division and our county why we are
division champions,” Echausse sug-
gested.
Westfield 19   4 19 17 59
Sc Pl-Fanwood 17 14   9 11 51

Blue Devils Win Key Bouts; Stun Cougars, 44-22
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

victory with a spin around takedown
to put the Cougars in front 16-14.

But the match was entering into the
Blue Devils’ Murders Row beginning
at 106-lbs. Ethan Composto engi-

neered a five takedowns, two nearfall
offensive to claim a 16-3, majority
decision over Will Fernandez, who
did manage to ward of another
takedown which would have added a
team point via technical fall.

At 113-lbs, Blue Devil Luke Jacobs
after recording a low single-leg

takedown and a defensive spin around
takedown, pinned Mason Hooey in
1:57 with a cradle. Quinn Gimblette
went to work on Ronan Waters at 120-
lbs and recorded six takedowns and a

grapevine/Jacobs’ Hook nearfall be-
fore he pinned him with a grapevine/
shoulder clamp in 3:34.

At 126-lbs, Blue Devil Luke Hoerle
was expected to win big and he did.
Hoerle hit Pat Kalnins with a barrage
of 10 takedowns, which included a
pair of barrel-to-back nearfalls, to

seize a 25-9, 3:00 technical fall to
give Westfield a 35-16 lead with three
bouts remaining.

The biggest key bout of the evening
was next. Cougar Luke DiGiovanni
(2nd UCT at 138-lbs) dropped to 132-
lbs to face Jeremy Silber (2nd UCT at
132-lbs). DiGiovanni came on like a
ball of fire and delivered three double-
leg takedowns. But something clicked
with Silber as he later took the offen-
sive to deliver a lateral throw and a
nearfall, while DiGiovanni escaped
to cling onto an 8-7 lead. The fury
continued and DiGiovanni had a 10-
9 lead entering the final period but
Silber responded with a reversal that
he converted to a wrist/half nelson
nearfall to grab a 13-10 decision.

“I went down I think 4-1. That was
a match that I wanted to win for my-
self because we already had the team
match all wrapped up. I knew that
since he was coming down to make
weight at 132, he didn’t have three
periods in him. I was trying to keep
the match close for the first two peri-
ods because I was in better shape than
he was. So I made it to the third and
kept pushing,” Silber explained.

Silber’s persistence appeared to
break DiGiovanni’s spirit in the sec-
ond period when he came up with his
four-point move. But his persistence
was more than just something that
occurred in that single bout.

“I knew in his freshman year, he
told one of our guys that our county is
so easy. Ever since then I wanted to
wrestle him and beat him,” Silber
said.

The 138-lb bout had Cougar Jimmy
Gluck (3rd in UCT at 132-lbs) facing
Mike Murphy (2nd UCT at 145-lbs).
Murphy won a scramble takedown
and had a 3-2 lead but cashed in with a
five-point reversal-to-back move and
another two-point tilt in the second
period to take a 10-5 lead. After adding
a backdoor reversal in the third period,
Murphy pinned Gluck with a reverse
cradle in 5:58. At 145-lbs, Cougar
Colin Murray received a forfeit.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
152: — Ciotta W d Kanterman 9-5
160: — Scanlan W tf Esposito 17-2
4:19
170: — McDermott W p Hecht 5:32
182: — Nock C md Greco 12-1
195: — Alpaugh-McLean C p Cabrera
1:32
220: — Kanterman C d Price 2-0
285: — Shriner C d Heard 3-1 sv
106: — Composto W md Fernandez
16-3
113: — Jacobs W p Hooey 1:57
120: — Gimblette W p Waters 3:34
126: — Hoerle W tf Kalnins 25-9 3:00
132: — Silber W d DiGiovanni 13-10
138: — Murphy W p Gluck 5:58
145: — Murray C won forfeit

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REACHING FOR THE BALL...Raider Justin Fletcher, No. 15,  reaches in an attempt to get the ball from the grasp of Blue
Devil Colin Freer, No. 11, in Scotch Plains on January 28. Fletcher had 12 rebounds in the game.

Blue Devils Stop Vikings,
Newark Collegiate Cagers
Once again, the Westfield High

School girls basketball team spread
the wealth in a 45-14 triumph over
Newark Collegiate in Westfield on
January 30 but two days later in Scotch
Plains, the Blue Devils would get
clutch free throw shooting from
Caroline Dwyer and Annie Ryan down
the stretch to reject the Union Catho-
lic Lady Vikings, 58-49.

Against Newark Collegiate, Faith
Dobosiewicz pulled eight rebounds
and scored six points while adding
two steals, two blocks and an assist.
Emma Pietrewicz (block, assist, re-
bound) and Phoebe Chadowitz (re-
bound, assist) each scored six points.
Dwyer (4 rebounds, 2 assists), Paige
Gorczyca (4 rebounds, 3 assists, 3
steals, block) and Chloe Kreusser (5
rebounds, 3 steals, block) each scored
five points.

Ali Lisanti sank a 3-pointer and
added two steals, an assist and a re-
bound, Ryan had four points and an
assist. JJ Millstein had three points, a
rebound and a steal. Charlotte Dursee
had two points, four steals and an
assist. Kait Alliegro and Amanda
Paden each pulled three rebounds.
Sutton Factor had a steal, an assist
and a rebound.

The showdown against Union
Catholic was far more important and
the 11-5 Blue Devils seized a 28-19
jump at the half but the 12-3 Vikings
shaved six points off the lead in the
third quarter only to have Dwyer and
Ryan come up big when the game was
on the line. Ryan led all scorers with
20 points, including trip 3-pointers,
and added five rebounds, three assists
and a steal. Dwyer had five points,
four rebounds and a steal. Gorczyca
finished with 12 points, including two
3-pointers, and six rebounds. Kreusser
sank nine points and led the team with
13 rebounds, while adding two as-

sists, two steals and a block. Lisanti
hit a 3-pointer and added two assists,
two rebounds, a block and a steal.
Dursee had three points, four rebounds
and two steals. Factor had four points,
three assists, two steals and two re-
bounds. Chadowitz had two points
and a steal.

Abigale Ortiz led the Vikings with
16 points, including a 3-pointer, and
Madison Johnson scored 15 points.
Kaleigh Gunsiorowski netted 10
points, including a pair of 3-pointers.
Kayla Riley had five points and
Daniella Peralta had three points.
Newark Collegiate   0   0   8   6 14
Westfield 17 15   6   7 45

Westfield 12 16 13 17 58
Union Catholic   9 10 19 11 49

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Compete
At HCY Stingray Splash

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
sent over 100 swimmers to the HCY
Stingray Splash at the Raritan Bay
Area YMCA in Perth Amboy from
January 17-19. There were many
championship cuts received, includ-
ing Matt London who obtained the 50
Free National Cut with a time of 21.99.

TOP 6 DEVILFISH:
GIRLS 9-10: Olivia Constable (5th 50

& 100 Breast); Emma Crall (2nd 100IM,
4th 100 Free, 5th 50 Free, 50 Back & 50
Fly); Nora Ferreira (5th 25 Breast); Kaylie
Gao (1st 200 & 500 Free, 2nd 100 Free, 4th

50 Free & 50 Fly); Blythe Hoffman (1st

25 Back, 4th 50 & 100 Back & 100IM, 6th

50 Fly); Avery Levitt (2nd 25 Back); Lily
Ricigliano (2nd 25 Fly, 3rd 25 Back, 4th 25
Breast)

BOYS 9-10: Ben Britain (1st 25 Free &
25 Back); Jacob Galczynski (1st 25 Fly,
3rd 100IM, 4th 50 Free); Alex Giangone
(2nd 200 Free & 100 Fly, 5th 200IM, 6th

500 Free); James Kavanagh (4th 100
Free, 6th 100 Back); Max Matera (2nd 25
Back)

GIRLS 11-12: Emily Kapuscinski (6th

50 Fly); Riley McGoldrick (6th 200 Fly);
Jacqueline Moser (6th 100IM);
Catherine Ritter (1st 50, 100 & 200 Free,
2nd 100 Back, 5th 50 & 200 Back)

BOYS 11-12: Josh Cetin (2nd 200
Free, 3rd 50 & 100 Fly, 4th 100 Free, 5th 50
Breast); Ted Crall (3rd 100 Breast, 4th 50
Fly, 5th 100 Fly); Michael Fisher (2nd

200IM, 3rd 100 Back,); Dylan Lagrimas
(1st 100 Breast, 5th 100IM, 6th 100 Free,
100 Back & 50 Fly); Liam Mulkeen (2nd

50 Breast, 4th 100 Breast); Cole Sharkey
(1st 200 Free, 2nd 100 Fly, 4th 100 Back &
200 Fly, 5th 200 Back); Logan Swenson
(1st 100 Free, 100 Back & 50 Fly, 2nd 50
Free & 100IM, 6th 200 Back);

GIRLS 13-14: Caitlin Farago (1st 200
Free, 4th 100 Free, 100 & 200 Back, 5th

50 Free, 6th 500 Free); Lauren Lane (1st

200 Back & 400IM, 2nd 100 Back, 5th

200IM); Clare Logan (2nd 400IM, 3rd 1000
Free); Kate Riordan (6th 100 Free); Selah
Tedesco (6th 200 Breast)

BOYS 13-14: Will Crall (1st 200 Free
& 200IM, 2nd 100 Free, 3rd 50 Free, 4th

200 Breast); Will Heinze (3rd 500 Free);
Danny McGann (4th 100 Back); Patrick
Miller (2nd 100 Back, 4th 200IM); Chris-
tian Tedesco (1st 100 & 500 Free, 100
Back & 100 Breast, 2nd 50 Free & 200
Breast); JD Twilley (4th 100 Breast. 5th

50 Free, 6th 100 Free); Nathan Welsh
(4th 50 & 100 Free, 5th 500 Free)

GIRLS 15+: Abby Bebel (2nd 100
Breast); Emma Heinze (4th 500 Free);
Viv Jeckell (3rd 50 Free, 6th 500 Free);
Maddie Sullivan (6th 100 Breast);
Bridget Thomas (1st 50 & 100 Free &
400IM, 4th 200IM)

BOYS 15+: Matt London (2nd 50 Free,
6th 100 Fly); Billy Maguire (6th 100 Back);
Carsen Sharkey (5th 200 Back, 6th

400IM); Matt Swenson (3rd 200 Fly, 5th

100 Back); Peter Youssef (4th 1000
Free); Nathan Zhong (6th 200 Free)

CLARK – The Union County Base-
ball Association will induct four new
members into the Union County (UC)
Baseball Hall of Fame at the
organization’s 84th annual Hot Stove
League Dinner on Sunday, February
9, beginning at 1:00 p.m., at The Gran
Centurions in Clark.

“We have a special program
planned for this year’s awards din-
ner, beginning with our featured
speaker, former New York Mets out-
fielder, Mookie Wilson,” said Jim
Iozzi, UCBA president. “In addi-
tion, special tribute will be paid to

the players and coaches from the
Elmora Youth League, who brought
honor and excitement to the resi-
dents of Elizabeth, Union County,
and the state of New Jersey this past
season by finishing as a top-four
team in the country at the Little
League World Series in Williamsport,
Pennsylvania.”

The four new inductees into the UC
Baseball Hall of Fame include: Jim
Dietz of Summit, an All-American
catcher at Moravian College (and
starting quarterback) and minor
leaguer with the Philadelphia Phillies,
who returned to Summit to teach math
and coach baseball and football for
more than 30 years;

Alexander Mirabella of Fanwood,
a Union County Freeholder since 1998
and five-time Chairman of the Board,
who has been a longtime advocate for
youth baseball leagues and other rec-
reational opportunities throughout
Union County;

Gene Mirabella of Roselle Park, an
outstanding high school wrestler, All-
State pitcher, and captain of the foot-
ball team, whose pitching success at
Brookdale College earned him Re-
gion 19 Tournament MVP and Pitcher
of the Year, and a stint in the minors
with the Cleveland Indians;

Karen Pedersen, formerly of Ber-
keley Heights and Scotch Plains, the
longtime Secretary of the UC Base-
ball Association, who has helped ad-
minister the numerous activities of
the UCBA for decades.

Scholastic athletes from through-
out Union County also will be hon-
ored at the afternoon awards ceremo-
nies for their accomplishments in high
school, college and UC Youth Base-
ball leagues.

Tickets for the Hot Stove League
awards dinner may be purchased
online at www.UCBA-NJ.org or by
writing to the Union County Baseball

Association, PO Box 176, Fanwood,
New Jersey 07023.

Sponsored by the UC Baseball As-
sociation, in cooperation with the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and the Department of Parks
and Recreation, the Hot Stove League
awards dinner is the primary annual
fund-raising effort for the Union
County Youth Baseball Leagues. The
summer and fall leagues have given
more than 40,000 boys and girls an
opportunity to participate in an orga-
nized baseball program for the past
70 years.

For more information call Jim Iozzi,
UCBA president, at 908-917-2523.

Guest Speaker Mookie Wilson

Mookie Wilson to Speak
At Hot Stove Awards Dinner

High School Sport Shorts
At www.goleader.com

Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING THE BAR & WRIST...Blue Devil Jeremy Silber, top, sets up an arm
bar/wrist combination of Cougar Luke DiGiovanni in the third period.
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LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE 2020-02

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
CRANFORD, PART II GENERAL LEGISLATION – EXPLANATION – “AN
ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE MUNICIPAL LIENS TO RECOUP THE
COSTS OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE AND DEMOLITION”

WHEREAS, the Township Committee recognizes that there may be properties within
the Township that will be deemed unfit for human habitation or occupancy; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee wants to ensure that the building department and
construction official of the Township of Cranford are in full compliance with the rules and
regulations under the State Uniform Construction Code Act and N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.5 with
respect to the remediation, disposition and demolition of properties deemed unsafe within
Township; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Cranford recognizes that the costs associated with such
disposition of uninhabitable properties should be imposed onto the owner of said
property; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has identified the need to revise Part II, General
Legislation, Chapter 319, Property Maintenance, Article III, Administration and Enforce-
ment of the Code for the Township of Cranford; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township
of Cranford as follows:

SECTION 1.  Part II General Legislation, Chapter 319 Property Maintenance, is
hereby amended as follows:

ARTICLE III. Administration and Enforcement
§ 319-08.  Property Maintenance Official.
.   .   .
§ 319-10.  Complaints, notices and orders.
A. Complaints, notices and orders issued by t The public officer, pursuant to this

chapter, is authorized to prepare, file and serve shall be served complaints, notices and
orders upon persons either personally or by registered mail.

B. Whenever a petition is filed with the public officer by a public authority or by at least
five (5) residents charging that any building is unfit for human habitation or occupancy or
use or whenever it appears to the public officer (on his own motion) that any building is unfit
for human habitation or occupancy or use, the public officer shall, if his preliminary
investigation discloses a basis for such changes, issue and cause to be served upon the
owner of and parties in interest in such building a complaint stating the charges in that
respect and containing a notice that a hearing will be held before the public officer (or his
designated agent) at a place therein fixed not less than seven (7) days nor more than 30
days after the serving of said complaint; that the owner and parties in interest shall be given
the right to file an answer to the complaint and to appear in person, or otherwise, and give
testimony at the place and time fixed in the complaint; and that the rules of evidence
prevailing in the courts shall not be controlling in hearings before the public officer.

C. B. If the whereabouts of such persons is unknown and the same cannot be
ascertained by the public officer in the exercise of reasonable diligence, and an affidavit
shall be made to that effect, then the serving of such complaint, notice or order upon such
persons may be made by publishing the same once in the official newspaper(s) of the
Township. A copy of such complaint, notice or order shall be posted in a conspicuous
place on the premises affected by the complaint, notice or order.  A copy of such
complaint, notice or order shall be duly recorded with the office of the Register of Deeds
for Union County.

D. If, after such notice and hearing, the public officer determines that the building under
consideration is unfit for human habitation or occupancy or use he shall state in writing
his findings of fact in support of such determination and shall issue and cause to be served
upon the owner thereof and parties in interest an order:

(1) requiring the repair, alteration or improvement of the said building to be made by the
owner, within a reasonable time, which time shall be set forth in the order or at the option
of the owner to vacate or have the said building vacated and closed within the time set
forth in the order; and

(2) if the building is in such a condition as to make it dangerous to the health and safety
of persons on or near the premises, and the owner fails to repair, alter or improve the said
building within the time specified in the order, then the owner shall be required to remove
or demolish the said building within a reasonable time as specified in the said order of
removal.

§ 319-11.  Time to make repairs.
The owner, operator and/or occupant, within 30 days of notice or order thereof and

parties of interest shall make the required repairs, alterations or improvements, within a
reasonable time, which time shall be set forth in the order or at the option of the owner to
vacate or have the said building vacated and closed within the time set forth in the order.

§ 319-12.  Failure to comply.
A. If the owner fails to comply with an order requiring him to repair, alter or improve or,

at his option, to vacate and close the building, the public officer may cause such building
to be repaired, altered or improved or to be vacated and closed and may cause to be
posted on the main entrance of any building so closed a placard with the following words:
“This building is unfit for human habitation or occupancy or use; the use or occupation of
this building is prohibited and unlawful.”

B. If the owner fails to comply with an order to remove or demolish the building, the public
officer may cause such building to be removed or demolished, or may contract for the
removal or demolition thereof after advertisement for, and receipt of, bids therefor.

C.
§ 319-13. Recovery of Costs; Nuisances; Demolition Lien.
A. The cost of filing of legal papers, expert witnesses’ fees, search fees and advertising

charges, incurred in the course of any proceeding taken under this chapter determined
in favor of the Township, and the cost of any such repairs, alterations, or improvements
or vacating and closing, or removal or demolition, if any, undertaken pursuant to this
chapter by the Township shall be a municipal lien against the real property upon which
such cost was incurred.

B. If the building is removed or demolished by the public officer, he shall sell the
materials of such building.  There shall be credited against the cost of the removal or
demolition thereof, including the clearance and, if necessary, leveling of the site, the
proceeds of any sale of such materials or any sum derived from any contract for the
removal or demolition of the building.  If there are no such credits or if the sum total of such
costs exceeds the total of such credits, a detailed statement of the aforesaid costs and
the amount so due shall be filed with the municipal tax assessor or other custodian of the
records of tax liens and a copy thereof shall be forthwith forwarded to the owner by
registered mail. The amount so due shall be filed as a lien certificate with the Township
Tax Assessor and a copy thereof shall be sent forthwith to the owner by registered mail.

C. If the total of the credits exceed such costs, the balance remaining shall be deposited
in the Superior Court by the public officer, shall be secured in such manner as may be
directed by such court, and shall be disbursed according to the order or judgment of the
court to the persons found to be entitled thereto by final order or judgment of such court.

D. Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to limit or impair in any way the
power of the Township to define and declare nuisances and to cause their removal or
abatement by summary proceedings or otherwise.  Any owner or party in interest may,
within 60 30 days from the date of the filing of the municipal lien certificate or demolition
lien certificate, proceed in a summary manner in the Superior Court to contest the
reasonableness of the amount or the accuracy of the costs set forth in either certificate.

E. If an actual and immediate danger to life is posed by the threatened collapse of any
fire damaged or other structurally unsafe building, the public officer may, after taking such
measures as may be necessary to make such building temporarily safe, seek a judgment
in summary proceedings for the demolition thereof.

§ 319-14. . .  .  .
§ 319-15. . . . .
§ 319-16. . . . .
§ 319-17. . . . .
§ 319-18. Authority of the Municipality.
Nothing in this section shall be construed to impair or limit in any way the power of the

municipality to define and declare nuisances and to cause their removal or abatement,
by summary proceedings or otherwise, nor is anything in this act intended to limit the
authority of the enforcing agency or construction official under the State Uniform
Construction Code Act, N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.5 or any rules or regulations adopted thereun-
der.

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby
repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall become effective upon final passage and publication
according to law.

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced and approved on first reading at a meeting of
the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday, January
28, 2020 and will be further considered for final passage after public hearing to be held
at the Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday,
February 25, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as this matter can be reached. All
persons interested will be given the opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
Copies of Ordinance 2020-02 are available, for no fee, in the office of the Township Clerk,
Cranford Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey, 07016, during
the hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 02/06/20, The Leader Fee: $232.56

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract for Cleaning Services for the
Library of the Township of Cranford to
CBM Solutions, LLC, pursuant to the “non-
fair and open” process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.4 et seq. Such Con-
tract and Resolution No. 2020-108 autho-
rizing said Contract are available for public
inspection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: CBM Solutions, LLC, 28
Old Bloomfield Avenue, Suite 301, Pine
Brook, New Jersey 07058

Service: Cleaning Services
Date: January 28, 2020
Fee: $21,600.00

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 02/06/20, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS

Be advised that the Westfield Historic
Preservation Commission of the Town of
Westfield (“WHPC”) will meet in the Coun-
cil Chambers of the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. on the following
Mondays during the period of March 2020
to February 2021 for the purpose of acting
on items that may be before the Commis-
sion:

Monday March 30, 2020
Monday April 27, 2020
Monday May 18, 2020
Monday June 29, 2020
Monday July 27, 2020

Monday August 31, 2020
Monday September 28, 2020

Monday October 26, 2020
Monday November 30, 2020
Monday December 28, 2020
Monday January 28, 2021
Monday February 25, 2021

1 T - 02/06/20, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS

(In Compliance with Open Public
Meetings Act – Chapter 231) *Change

to Regularly Scheduled Meetings*

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education changed the Open Agenda
Meeting to Thursday, March 12, 2020,
which was originally scheduled for Tues-
day, March 17, 2020. Meeting will take
place in the Administration Bldg., 512 Ce-
dar Street, Scotch Plains.

1 T - 02/06/20, The Times Fee: $13.77

HEADING TO NATIONALS...The Scotch Plains Fanwood U16 field hockey
players, training with the Mid-Jersey Knights club team based out of Rutgers,
traveled to Houston Texas on January 25 to a National Indoor Tournament
Qualifier. The Scarlet and Black U16 teams qualified to continue on to the National
Indoor tournament the weekend of January 28 to March 1 in Lancaster, PA.
Pictured, left to right, are: Audrey Saccento, Meagan Bourke, Emilia Saccento,
Julia Zambrio and Bridget Ennis.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract for the installation of radiant
heaters at the indoor pool in the Township
of Cranford to Air Creations, Inc. pursuant
to the “non-fair and open” process in ac-
cordance with N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.4 et seq.
Such Contract and Resolution No. 2020-
109 authorizing said Contract are avail-
able for public inspection at the Office of
the Township Clerk.

Awarded to: Air Creations, Inc., 1424
McCandless Street, Linden, New Jersey,
07036

Service: Installation of Radiant Heaters
Date: January 28, 2020
Fee: $39,900.00

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 02/06/20, The Leader Fee: $20.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-01

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE
SALARIES AND WAGES OF
THE TOWNSHIP’S COMMU-
NICATIONS OFFICERS

STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
January 28, 2020.

Patricia Donahue
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 02/06/20, The Leader Fee: $16.32

WESTFIELD
Saturday, January 25, a resident of

the 500 block of Trinity Place re-
ported being the victim of fraud. One
or more unknown suspects opened up
a cellular phone account using the
victim’s information without his au-
thorization. An amount of $2,818.80
was charged to the account.

Sunday, January 26, Dion D. Mont-
gomery, 49, of Linden was arrested on
an outstanding Westfield Municipal
Court criminal warrant, in the amount
of $1,000, pursuant to a prisoner pickup
at the Union Police Department. He
also had criminal warrants from
Belleville, for $1,500; Kearny, for
$600, and Irvington, for $550. Mont-
gomery was transported to Westfield
police headquarters and turned over to
the Union County Sheriff’s Office for
failure to post bail.

FANWOOD
Monday, January 27, an officer made

a motor vehicle stop at East 2nd Street
and Wiley Avenue for a motor vehicle
violation. A check of the driver showed
active warrants out of New York City,
Linden and Plainfield. The driver was
arrested, processed and turned over to
the New York City Police Depart-
ment. He was identified as Tayeire
Thomas, 22, of Plainfield.

Tuesday, January 28, an officer made
a motor vehicle stop at Beech and
South Avenues for a motor vehicle
violation. A check of the driver showed
an active warrant out of the U.S. Dis-
trict Court. The driver was arrested,
processed and turned over to the U.S.
District Court. He was identified as
Ladohn Courtney, 39, of Roselle.

Friday, January 31, an officer made
a motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road
and South Avenue for a motor vehicle
violation. A check of the driver showed
an active warrant out of Mountainside.
The driver was arrested, processed
and released by Mountainside Mu-
nicipal Court. She was identified as
Nichol Sanchez, 40, of Scotch Plains.

Sunday, February 2, an officer made a
motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road and
North Avenue for a motor vehicle viola-
tion. While the officer was speaking
with the driver he could detect a strong
odor of marijuana. The driver told the
officer that the marijuana was in the
back seat. The officer recovered the
marijuana and placed the driver under
arrest. The driver was processed, charged
with possession and motor vehicle vio-
lations and released pending his appear-

ance in Fanwood Municipal Court. He
was identified as Matheus Deoliveira-
Campos, 29, of Newark.

CRANFORD
Thursday, January 23, Marshall

Jones, Jr., 36, of Linden was arrested
on charges of distribution of a con-
trolled dangerous substance, posses-
sion of under 50 grams (marijuana)
and possession of paraphernalia. A
2009 Infiniti was stopped at Centen-
nial Avenue and Raritan Road for un-
clear plates. Following an investiga-
tion on scene, police arrested the driver,
Jones, for distribution of a controlled
dangerous substance and possession
of suspected marijuana. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a Superior
Court appearance date. In addition,
Jones was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for unclear plates, tinted win-
dows, an improper turn and posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle.

Sunday, January 26, William Rosado,
21, of Bound Brook was arrested on
charges of distribution of a controlled
dangerous substance, possession of a
controlled dangerous substance and
possession of drug paraphernalia. A
2013 Volkswagen was stopped on Cen-
tennial Avenue for a view obstruction.
Following an investigation on scene,
police arrested a passenger, Rosado,
for distribution of a controlled danger-
ous substance and possession of sus-
pected psilocybin mushrooms, LSD
and marijuana. He was processed and
provided with a Superior Court appear-
ance date. In addition, the driver was
issued a motor vehicle summons for a
view obstruction.

Monday, January 27, William Black,
30, of Clark was arrested on charges of
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance and possession of drug para-
phernalia. A 2004 GMC was stopped
at Centennial Avenue and Hayes Street
for erratic driving. Following an in-
vestigation on scene, police arrested
the driver, Black, for possession of
suspected heroin. He was processed
and provided with a Superior Court
appearance date. In addition, Black
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for maintenance of lamps and posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous sub-

stance in a motor vehicle.
GARWOOD

Wednesday, January 22, officers
responded to the parking lot of 300
South Avenue for a report of a possible
act of prostitution. Upon arrival offic-
ers observed a female, later identified
as Jill M. Bizarroque, 38, and a male,
later identified as Richard Crisonino,
60, both of Bayonne, in the backseat
of a blue Cadillac Deville. Officers
observed through the glass Bizarroque
and Crisonino engaged in a lewd act.
Both parties stated that they are in a
dating relationship with each other.
Both parties were placed under arrest,
transported to police headquarters and
each issued a summons for lewdness,
a disorderly persons offense.

Friday, January 24, a police officer
observed a traffic violation made by the
operator of a grey two-door Honda
Accord while it was traveling west on
the 400 block of Spruce Avenue. The
officer initiated a motor vehicle stop,
and during the subsequent investiga-
tion arrested the operator of the ve-
hicle, identified as Roberto Abarca, 37,
of Garwood. Abarca provided breath
samples for testing. He was issued sev-
eral summonses, including for driving
while intoxicated (DWI), improper use
of horn, following too closely, unli-
censed driver, open container in a mo-
tor vehicle, consumption of an alco-
holic beverage in a motor vehicle and
inadequate license plate illumination.
Abarca was released to a family mem-
ber under John’s Law.

Tuesday, January 28, officers re-
sponded to the 400 block of Fourth
Avenue on Tuesday, January 21, on a
report of a motor vehicle that was
stolen sometime overnight. The stolen
vehicle, a 2014 black Honda Accord,
was later recovered on January 21 at
the Garwood Plaza. Officers were able
to positively identify the suspect, Jose
A. Rolon, 30, of Garwood, by review-
ing surveillance cameras in the area.
On January 28, officers responded to
10 Cedar Street and placed Rolon un-
der arrest for receiving stolen prop-
erty. Rolon was processed and issued
a summons for receiving stolen prop-
erty. He was released pending his date
in Union County Superior Court.

Sunday, February 2, it was reported
to Garwood Police that a highly in-
toxicated customer had just left a res-
taurant and was operating a blue
Dodge. Shortly after this report a po-
lice officer initiated a motor vehicle
stop on the 100 block of Walnut Street
with a vehicle matching the descrip-
tion provided. During the subsequent
investigation officers arrested the op-
erator, identified as Marc Atkinson,
33, of Garwood, for DWI. Atkinson
was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he submitted samples of
his breath for testing. He was issued
several summonses, including for
DWI, careless driving and operating a
motor vehicle with an open container,
and released pending his date in mu-
nicipal court.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, January 28, Yaqub R.

Abdur-Rahman, 29, of Plainfield was
arrested on an active warrant out of
Newark during a motor vehicle stop.
Abdur-Rahman was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Tuesday, January 28, Roderick J.
Stewart, 26, of Cedar Knolls was ar-

Single Jewish Friends
Set Luncheon Date

AREA — The Circle of Single
Jewish Friends 50s-plus will hold a
Meet and Eat Lunch on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 16, at noon. It will take place at
Charlie Brown’s restaurant, located
at 222 Plainfield Road, Edison.

The cost is the price of a meal off
the menu and tip plus $3. Interested
persons are asked to RSVP to
Roberta at (908) 668-8450 or
roger678@optonline.net.

rested on an active warrant out of
Fanwood during a motor vehicle stop.
Stewart was transported to police head-
quarters and processed.

Thursday, January 30, a business
owner on Park Avenue reported an
illegal dumping. The matter is under
investigation.

Thursday, January 30, a resident of
Haven Avenue reported fraudulent
activity involving a loan which was
applied for. The matter is under in-
vestigation.

Friday, January 31, Dahwula S.
Quoikapor, 65, of Maplewood was
arrested on an active warrant out of
Raritan Township during a motor ve-
hicle stop. Quoikapor was transported
to police headquarters and processed.

Friday, January 31, a resident of
Sunnyfield Lane reported a case of fraud.
The victim stated that she paid a roofing
company to do work at her home and the
work was never completed. Initial infor-
mation provided by the complainant
showed the suspect does not work for
the company anymore. The matter is
under investigation.

Saturday, February 1, Manuel A.
Duverge, 25, of East Orange was ar-
rested on charges of possession of
marijuana and possession of drug para-
phernalia during a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to police head-
quarters and processed.

Saturday, February 1, Jonathan
Gonzalez-Duran, 27, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged with driving under
the influence during a motor vehicle
stop. Gonzalez-Duran was transported
to police headquarters and processed.

Saturday, February 1, a resident re-
ported the theft of numerous credit
cards from an unsecured locker at an
establishment on Lamberts Mill Road
in Scotch Plains. The cards were used
at several locations and have since
been cancelled. The matter is under
investigation.

Sunday, February 2, Jarek Wegiel,
43, of Warren was arrested and charged
with driving under the influence dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop. Wegiel was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.

Sunday, February 2, the manage-
ment at a Route 22 gas station reported
the theft of gas. A male driving a black
vehicle fueled up and fled without pay-
ing. The matter is under investigation.

Sunday, February 2, a resident of
the 2300 block of Coles Avenue re-
ported a bias incident. The victim stated
that he parked his motor vehicle at
1:30 p.m. on Saturday, February 1,
and on February 2, at 7:30 a.m., no-
ticed a racial slur written on his car
window. Officers responded as well as
members of the detective bureau. The
incident is under active investigation.

Monday, February 3, Rodriguez L.
Sharpe, 43, of Newark was arrested on
an active warrant out of Irvington dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop. Sharpe was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.

Westfield: 01/06/20
Lainie F. Geary to Benjamin and

Rachel Huber, 1139 Lawrence Av-
enue, $1,120,000.

Joshua Bischoff and Megan Brown
to Zachary Adam Koff and Paige
Allison Koff, 605 Mountain Avenue,
$1,840,000.

Gertjan and Andrea Bartlema to
Jeremy S. and Erin O. Kanar, 129
Woodland Avenue, $885,000.

National Residential Nominee Ser-
vices, Inc. to Manuel Pimentel and
Alexander Pimentel, 16 Marlin Court,
$678,000.

William J. and Marie Sonnentag to
Valery and Nina Solomatin, 48
Manitou Circle, $515,000.

Daniel M. Bloomfield and Eliza-
beth J. True to Edward M. and Bridget
M. Rocheta, 678 Willow Grove Road,
$965,000.

Ralph L. Defiore and Janet L.

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:

http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

Defiore to Kathryn Marquet, 128
Grove Street, East, $485,000.

Z & Z Investments, LLC to Kate
Silvestri, 1033 Columbus Avenue,
$515,000.

Ralph Romano and Fuensanta
Gutierrez to Nicholas A. Abaroa, 949
Ripley Avenue, $545,000.

Paul and Sharon Hindes to
Chukwuemeka C. and Chinedo D.
Chinwuba, 19 Azalea Trail, $932,500.

Zbigniew Bruks to Serge Shapiro
and Barbara Perez, 1110 Irving Av-
enue, $565,000.

Emilie S. Rowan to Hanz C. and
Allyn A. Sison, 112 Hardwick Av-
enue, $455,000.

Terrence R. and Terri L. Coughlin
to Christian D. Vinueza and Carol
Chan-Vinueza, 1309 Boulevard,
$655,000.

Robert C. Nemeth and Barbara
Frankowicz to Yue Liu and Bo Hou,
33 Mohawk Trail, $1,060,000.

Paul and Naomi Friedman to
Vikram S. and Sneha S.
Chandrasekaran, 858 Village Green,
$660,000.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

2020 BUDGET WORKSESSION
TIME CHANGE NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Township of Scotch Plains has
changed the time for the 2020 Budget
Worksession for:

Saturday, February 22, 2020
from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.

Formal action may be taken at this meet-
ing.

The meeting will be held in the 2nd Floor
Council Meeting Room at the Township
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey. The Township
of Scotch Plains does not discriminate
against persons with disabilities. Those
individuals requiring auxiliary aids and
services must notify the ADA Coordinator
of the Township of Scotch Plains as soon
as possible in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 02/06/20, The Times Fee: $22.44

APARTMENT FOR RENT

2 BR Loft *One block
from Westfield Center and
Train Station. Newly refin-
ished, hardwood floors,
Westfield Schools, Parking
**Available today.  $2,000.00/mo.
Call Abraham (973) 930-2469

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
MEETING TIME CHANGE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Environmental Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has changed
the meeting dates for the following meet-
ings: February 25, 2020 and June 16,
2020 Meeting on that date. The meetings
have been rescheduled as follows:

February 24, 2020 and June 15, 2020

The meetings will be held in Meeting
Room 202 of the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076 at 8 p.m.

In accordance with the requirements of
Title II of the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (“ADA”), the Township of Scotch
Plains does not discriminate against quali-
fied individuals with disabilities on the ba-
sis of disability in its services, programs, or
activities. Anyone who requires an auxil-
iary aid or service for effective communi-
cation, or a modification of policies or pro-
cedures to participate in a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains should
contact Municipal Manager/Township of
Scotch Plains designated ADA Coordina-
tor as soon as possible before the sched-
uled event. Notifying the ADA coordinator
at least 72 hours in advance will enable the
Township to arrange for appropriate re-
sources. The ADA does not require the
Township of Scotch Plains to take any
action that would fundamentally alter the
nature of its programs or services, or im-
pose an undue financial or administrative
burden. Complaints that a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains is not
accessible to or inclusive of persons with
disabilities should be directed to Municipal
Manager/Township of Scotch Plains des-
ignated ADA Coordinator.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 02/06/20, The Times Fee: $40.29

Thank You for Your Support:
goleader.com/form/subscribe

CLASSIFIEDS
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For a Better Future!

Advertise Your Business
in Our Online-Only Pages

908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com

Favorable Rates • Great Exposure

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services Directory

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

  

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Precision Painting Plus

Specializing in

Interior Painting,

Wall Repair, Spackling,

Professional, Neat, Reliable

No job too small

908-400-5599

Free estimates

goleader.com/form/bulletin

Are You Minding

Your Business?

Coming This May

Our 48th

Annual Edition

To reserve your space
Contact Jeff Gruman,

Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com

This Is
Westfield

Library Friends Post
Youth Essay Contest
WESTFIELD — The Friends of

Westfield Memorial Library Essay
Contest has been established to en-
courage eighth graders in both Edison
and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools
to think creatively about the impact
of their local library on their lives.

Essays or stories should range from
350 to 500 words and be submitted to
fwmlnj.org by Friday, April 3. Entries
should include contact information
plus the name of the student’s school,
Language Arts teacher, word count
and title. Each submission will be
judged on relevance to the topic in an
articulate and organized manner,
originality of ideas plus spelling,
grammar and punctuation.

The author of the winning essay or
story from each school will be
awarded a $100 U.S. Bond and a
book of his or her choice. For more
information, check the Friends’
website at fwmlnj.org.

Courtesy of Westfield Public Schools
LESSON IN TENANTS OF JUDAISM...Rabbi Ethan Prosnit of Temple Emanu-
El recently shared tenets of Judaism, including the Torah, with a Comparative
Religions academic elective class at Westfield High School.

RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR WORK...Members of the community were recog-
nized for their work in the annual Palooza by the Westfield Municipal Alliance.
It is an event held every year hosted with the Westfield High School Dream Team.

Rabbi Prosnit Visits
Comparative Religions Class

WESTFIELD — Among the course
offerings at Westfield High School
that allow and encourage students to
explore the world’s diverse peoples
and cultures is the academic elective,
Comparative Religions. This half-
year elective for grades 9 through 12
combines readings with class discus-
sion to help students gain an under-
standing of the moral and spiritual
values of many of the major religions.
On a recent Friday, students in Cathy
Luis’ class welcomed a special visitor
to learn firsthand the tenets of Juda-
ism.

Rabbi Ethan Prosnit of Temple
Emanu-El of Westfield explained the
Jewish faith as a monotheistic tradi-
tion that believes in one God only.
He shared with the class the Torah,
the first five books of the Hebrew
scriptures; a Tallit or prayer shawl;
and a Tzedakah box, a receptacle for
collecting money for charitable pur-
poses.

These three items, said the rabbi,
serve as a constant reminder of the
Jewish people’s commitment to their
history and traditions, a life of prayer,
and acts of loving kindness.

“Like a three-legged stool, if you
take away one of the legs, the stool
will fall,” Rabbi Prosnit told the stu-
dents. “Our religion stands on this
tradition.”

Rabbi Prosnit fielded thoughtful

questions from the students about
Judaism, which he called “a culture, a
religion, and a nationality.” He noted
a rise in anti-Semitism across the
world and called on Jews and non-
Jews to come together to speak out
against hate and bias.

“Sometimes you might see a swas-
tika drawn in a bathroom,” he told the
students. “Some people don’t always
know why they’re drawing it. But it’s
a sign of hate.”

Asked how his faith impacts him
personally, the rabbi said he loves its
rituals and the opportunity to pass
them on to his children, ages 4 and 14
months.

“It was a pleasure having Rabbi
Prosnit visit our Comparative Reli-
gions class,” Ms. Luis said. “Oppor-
tunities such as these are vital in help-
ing students develop insight and can
help spark curiosity.”

“We are fortunate that Westfield’s
community leaders are willing to
spend time with our students in such
a meaningful way,” added Andrea
Brennan, K-12 supervisor of social
studies for Westfield Public Schools.
“Visits from guest speakers, like Rabbi
Prosnit, bring historic studies to life.
Rabbi Prosnit’s presentation clarified
for students how history, culture, and
religion intertwine and contribute to
a deeper understanding of human-
ity.”

Courtesy of Joanne Cadigan-Peters for Mount Saint Mary Academy
LET’S CAUCUS...Joanne Cadigan-Peter's AP Government and Politics classes
at Mount Saint Mary Academy in Watchung recently participated in an Iowa
Caucus Simulation. "All students represented a candidate from the Republican or
Democrat Party and researched where they stood on the following issues: environ-
ment, economy, gun control, immigration and health care. A caucus is like a
'gathering of neighbors' where people come together, discuss the issues and try to
get their 'neighbors' to support their candidate. The energy in the room was
amazing as my students talked with each other about these pressing issues," said
Mrs. Cadigan-Peters. Mount Saint Mary Academy offers 18 Advanced Placement
classes as part of the curriculum.

Student Finalists Recognized
For 7th Palooza Contest

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Municipal Alliance and the Westfield
High School Dream Team recognized
student finalists in the seventh annual
Palooza Contest on January 21 at the
high school student center.

Finalists from the Westfield Public
Schools and Holy Trinity School,
grades one through 12, were recog-
nized for their submissions of post-
ers, poetry and public service an-
nouncements, depicting the theme,
“Westfield, We Have Better Things
to Do; Healthy Choices, Everyday
Choices.”

This year’s finalists are: Leah Nott,
Mira Nirula, Morgan Moloney, Emilie
Scollo, Kevin Aby, Charles Gosda,
DesraSonnek-Schmelz, Zoe Schack,
Esme McLaughlin, Isabella Arevalo-
Lis, Eleanor Hume, Brody Toriello,
Alexandria Brenner, Jake
Tannenbaum, Alexa Gonzalez, Riley
Gasson and Amanda Rickert.

The evening event was hosted by
students from the WHS Dream Team
and sponsored by the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Alliance. As a token of ap-
preciation of their hard work, the
Albert Anthony Kayal Foundation
funded a personal award for the
first, second and third place final-
ists. In addition, the Matthew Tho-
mas Toriello Memorial Fund made
a donation on the finalists’ behalf to

Imagine, A Center for Coping with
Loss, and to the Westfield Rescue
Squad.

The Palooza Contest begins each
year in October during National Red
Ribbon Week and entries are submit-
ted before the end of November. The
finalists are announced and celebrated
during a ceremony each January in
which family and other members of
the community are invited. The win-
ning posters, poetry, and PSAs are
posted on the Westfield Municipal
Alliance Facebook page at
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
westfieldalliance.

The message of the WHS Dream
Team, is “Confidence, Choices, Chal-
lenges, Changes.” The Dream Team
promotes positive decision-making,
healthy choices and creates programs
that provide alternatives to underage
drinking and drug use. The mission of
the WHS Dream Team complements
the mission of the Westfield Munici-
pal Alliance in providing supplemen-
tal substance abuse prevention edu-
cation in Westfield schools and to the
Westfield community.

For more information, please visit
www.westfieldnj.gov/wma or contact
Louise DeDea at
westfieldalliance@gmail.com or
Lauren Hauser at
lhauser@westfieldnjk12.org.

SPFHS Grad Takes
Fall Studies Abroad

SCOTCH PLAINS — Peter Yarem,
of Scotch Plains, studied this fall in
London, United Kingdom. Peter is a
marketing major in the Class of 2021
at Susquehanna University,
Selinsgrove, Pa., and a graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

NAVIGATING COLLEGE LIFE...Westfield High School (WHS) graduates
returned to their alma mater on January 8 to share tips for navigating college life
with current WHS students and their parents. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Emma Herber, Ethan Uselhoff,  Matthew Siroty, Julia Salvato, Izzy Montes, K-
12 Director of Counseling Maureen Mazzarese; Sanjay Sujanthakumar, Paul
Vernick, and WHS Principal Mary Asfendis.  Not pictured is Madison Pena.

Local Students Named to
Dean’s List at Seton Hall

SOUTH ORANGE — Seton Hall
University has announced the fol-
lowing students who qualified for the
fall 2019 Dean’s List:

William Alexander of
Mountainside, Benjamin Bakaletz of
Mountainside, Amanda Brewster of
Cranford, Kevin Campanello of
Westfield, Aiden Cascio of Westfield,
Christopher Colon of Westfield, Tyler
Connolly of Cranford, Isabella
DiCosmo of Mountainside, Jordan
Gasson of Westfield, Savanna Gerlitz
of Cranford, Philip Halek of Cranford,
Nora Hall of Cranford, Richard Heins
of Mountainside, Lauren Infante of
Cranford, Jenna Iorio of Cranford,
Eric James of Cranford, Alexandra
Leontowycz of Mountainside, Julia
Logiudice of Cranford, Ava
Manganiello of Mountainside, Brit-
tany Markase of Cranford, Siobhan
McGovern of Cranford, Mary Grace
McNamara of Cranford, Kristina
Montesano of Mountainside, Luke
Nadolny of Cranford, Matthew Orsini
of Cranford,

Ashley Postaski of Westfield,

Nicholas Rizzi of Westfield, Michael
Rossi of Westfield, John Santulli of
Cranford, Ryan Sawyer of Cranford,
Margaret Schantz of Westfield, Joshua
Schappel of Westfield, Theodore
Schoenfeld of Westfield, Miller
Schulman of Cranford, Anthony
Sforza of Mountainside, Nicole
Sforza of Mountainside, Matthew
Sloan of Westfield, Elizabeth Sottung
of Westfield, Justin Sousa of
Mountainside, John Taylor of
Garwood, Jackson Tennant of
Westfield, Delaney Trotter of
Cranford, Gabriela Valdes of
Cranford, Danielle Vo of Westfield,
and Diana White of Garwood.

Sebastian Angulo of Scotch Plains,
Julia Barnes of Scotch Plains, William
Gale of Scotch Plains, Cara Lamastra
of Scotch Plains, Julia Lomonte of
Scotch Plains, Sierra Moorman of
Scotch Plains, Julia Poeschl of Scotch
Plains, Zander Reyes of Scotch Plains,
James Sherry of Fanwood, Dante Trigo
of Scotch Plains, Victoria Wilkins of
Scotch Plains, and Daniel Wright of
Scotch Plains.

WHS Grads Share Tips On
College Life With Students

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School (WHS) graduates returned to
their alma mater on January 8 to share
tips for navigating college life with
current WHS students and their par-
ents. Entitled “I Wish I Knew Then
What I Know Now – College Edi-
tion” and moderated by K-12 Direc-
tor of Counseling Maureen
Mazzarese, the panel of college stu-
dents discussed selecting majors and
classes, time management, roommate
relations and other topics.

The panel included WHS Class of
2014 graduate Sanjay Sujanthakumar
(University of Southern California);
WHS Class of 2017 graduates Izzy
Montes (Monmouth University) and
Paul Vernick (George Washington Uni-
versity); WHS Class of 2018 graduate
Madison Pena (The College of New
Jersey); and WHS Class of 2019 gradu-
ates Emma Herber (College of William
and Mary), Julia Salvato (Penn State),
Matthew Siroty (College of William
and Mary) and Ethan Useloff (Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, Amherst).

“I hope the WHS students and par-

ents who were present were able to
see that there are many paths and
options when it comes to post-gradu-
ation success,” said WHS principal
Mary Asfendis, who praised panel
members for their “articulate and
thoughtful presentation.”

Local Students Named to
Dean’s List at  Susquehanna
SELINSGROVE, Pa. —

Susquehanna University has an-
nounced that the following students
have been named to its Dean’s List
for the fall 2019 semester:

Rachel Lambert, of Fanwood, a
strategic communications-advertising
and marketing (BA) major of the Class
of 2020 and a graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School;

Jack Levy, of Scotch Plains, a mar-
keting (BS) major of the Class of
2021 and a graduate of Union Catho-
lic Regional High School;

Alyssa Fiebiger, of Cranford, a
music education – vocal (BM) major

of the Class of 2023 and a graduate of
Cranford High School;

Samantha Serido, of Cranford, a
creative writing (BA) major of the
Class of 2020 and a graduate of Toms
River North High School;

Ethan Tom, of Cranford, a Market-
ing (BS) major of the Class of 2020
and a graduate of Cranford High
School.

The Dean’s List recognizes stu-
dents who achieve a grade point aver-
age of 3.4 or higher out of a possible
4.0 for the semester.

Local Residents Named to
Scranton Fall Dean’s List

SCRANTON, Pa. — Local resi-
dents were among more than 1,600
students named to The University of
Scranton’s Dean’s List for the 2019
fall semester. The Dean’s List recog-
nizes students for academic excel-
lence. A student must have a grade
point average of 3.5 or better with a
minimum number of credit hours dur-
ing the semester to make the Dean’s
List.

The students are: Kayleigh Talbot
of Cranford, a freshman undeclared
major in the College of Arts and Sci-
ences; Maria Vizzuso of
Mountainside, a junior strategic com-
munication major in the  College of
Arts and Sciences; Audrey Cardone
of Mountainside, a freshman occupa-
tional therapy major in the Panuska
College of Professional Studies;
Sophia McMullan of Cranford, a
freshman kinesiology major in the
Panuska College of Professional Stud-
ies; Caroline McCaffery of Cranford,
a sophomore occupational therapy
major in the Panuska College of Pro-
fessional Studies; Leigh Scarano of
Westfield, a junior early and primary
teacher education major in the
Panuska College of Professional Stud-
ies.

Lauren Byrne of Cranford, a senior
exercise science major in the Panuska
College of Professional Studies;
Brendan Cox of Westfield, a fresh-
man entrepreneurship major in the

Kania School of Management; Mary
Rose Genova of Cranford, a fresh-
man undeclared major in the Kania
School of Management; Jack Johnson
of Westfield, a sophomore undeclared
major in the Kania School of Man-
agement; Matthew Normann of
Cranford, a sophomore accounting
major in the Kania School of Man-
agement.

Sean Riccardi of Westfield, a sopho-
more accounting major in the  Kania
School of Management, Alyssa
Capone of Westfield, a junior finance
major in the Kania School of Man-
agement; Matthew DeBenedetto of
Westfield, a junior operations man-
agement major in the Kania School of
Management; Kevin Bronander of
Westfield, a senior operations man-
agement major in the Kania School of
Management, and Hanna Guarnuccio
of Scotch Plains, a sophomore eco-
nomics major in the  Kania School of
Management.Amber Bretz Named to

Widener Dean’s List
CHESTER, Pa. — Widener Uni-

versity has announced that Amber
Bretz of Scotch Plains, NJ, has
achieved Dean’s List status for the
fall 2019 semester. She is a nursing
major. The dean’s list recognizes full-
time students who earned a grade
point average of 3.50.

Students Named to
Dean’s List Hartford U.

WEST HARTFORD. Conn. —
University of Hartford has announced
that Emma Shakal and Christine Rogers,
both of Westfield, have been named to
the Dean’s List for fall 2019 semester.
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NJYS Selected Among Finalists In Charles
Mingus Festival & H.S. Competition

AREA — The New Jersey Youth
Symphony (NJYS) announced that two
of its ensembles, the NJYS Jazz Or-
chestra and Charles Mingus Combo,
are among 12 finalist ensembles
in the 12th Annual Charles
Mingus Festival & High School
Competition, held from Febru-
ary 14-17, at The New School of
Jazz and Jazz Standard in New
York City.

Organized and presented by
Dr. Keller Coker, The New
School of Jazz, Sue Mingus and
Let My Children Hear Music/
The Charles Mingus Institute, the event
showcases dozens of  high school stu-
dents from across the United States.
This year’s finalists, in categories for
both big band and combos, will travel

to New York City from California, Mas-
sachusetts, New York, New Jersey,
Oklahoma and Washington to explore
aspects of Mingus’s music.

On Saturday, February 15, students
will participate in instrumental clinics,
workshops, lectures, films and jam
sessions at The New School of Jazz’s
Arnhold Hall, at 55 West 13th Street,

N.Y.. All events are open to the public.
On Sunday, February 16, the public

may attend the Mingus Competition: a
full day of concert performances in

Tishman Auditorium, at 63 Fifth
Avenue, N.Y.. Outstanding so-
loists from the competition will
be invited to sit in with the Mingus
Big Band, which will perform
all weekend at Jazz Standard,
116 East 27th Street, N.Y.

“This is quite an accomplish-
ment and an honor for our pro-
gram, especially for the second
year of the NJYS Jazz Orches-

tra,” said NJYS Director of Jazz Julius
Tolentino. “This festival consistently
has the top jazz bands in the country,
and I’m excited for our students to be
recognized at the national level.”

Celebrate Westfield 300 With
‘Colonial’ Meal and Drink Tasting
WESTFIELD — As part of the

celebration of Westfield’s 300th An-
niversary, the Westfield 300 Com-
mittee, the Westfield Historical So-
ciety and the Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum have planned a “Colonial” din-
ner and drink-tasting event to be
held at 16 Prospect Wine Bar Bistro,
located at 16 Prospect Street, on
Sunday, February 23, from 2 to 4
p.m. Eat, drink and be merry (the
way George Washington did!).

During this event, guests will en-
joy special Colonial food samplings,
as well as Colonial-inspired tavern
drinks. Guests should be 21 years of
age and older to attend. Special reci-
pes, provided by the Miller-Cory
House Museum, will be prepared for
sampling. Colonial history-inspired
drinks will be sampled during a pre-
sentation of “Wet Westfield–A Vir-
tual Pub Crawl” by Meg Wastie of
the Westfield Historical Society.

Space is limited and reservations
should be made as soon as possible
by emailing
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
or by calling (908) 654-1794. The
$40 per person fee for the event
should be paid, in advance, online at
www.westfieldhistoricalsociety.org/
events; or by mail, (check payable to
Westfield Historical Society) P.O.
Box 613, Westfield, N.J.  07091.
Reservations and payments should
be received by Saturday, February
15.

The Westfield Historical Society,
with the Miller-Cory House Museum,
celebrated its 50th anniversary in
2018. Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-
profit Westfield Historical Society
has worked to preserve, interpret
and encourage interest in history,
Westfield, and its residents through
educational efforts and community
outreach programs.

New Jersey Youth Symphony Jazz Orchestra

Coming This May

Our 48th

Annual Edition

To reserve your space
Contact Jeff Gruman,

Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com

This Is
Westfield

Jewish Singles Event
AREA — Circle of Single Jewish

Friends 50s+ will hold a Meet and Eat
Lunch on Sunday, Februrary 16, at
noon, at Charlie Browns Restaurant,
222 Plainfield Road, Edison. Cost is
meal off menu/tip plus $3.00. Please
RSVP to Roberta at (908) 668-8450
or roger678@optline.net.

First Free Concert of 2020 Offered
By the Musical Club of Westfield

WESTFIELD — The first in a
series of free concerts of the 2020
season hosted by the Musical Club
of Westfield is planned for Sunday,
February 12, at 1:30 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church of Westfield, 170
Elm Street. It is free and open to the
public.

The Musical Club of Westfield is a
nonprofit organization whose mis-
sion is to foster and encourage good
music, provide performance oppor-
tunities for local musicians and sup-
port young musicians from Union
County with college scholarships. The
club also sponsors the Junior Musical
Club for students in grades 8 to 12
from the surrounding communities.

The concert will begin with Con-
certo No.1 in D Major by W. A.
Mozart, performed by Dr. Theodore
Schlosberg, French horn, and Helen

Ryba, piano.
Pianist Sophia Agranovich will

continue the program with Chopin’s
Ballade No.1 in g minor, Op.23. Ms.
Agranovich will also play Nocturne
No.3 in A-flat Major, “Liebesträume”
and Transcendental Etude No.4,
“Mazeppa,” both by composer Franz
Liszt.

Flutists Jenny Cline and Barbara
Lockley will close the concert with
Gary Schocker’s Traditional Japa-
nese Melodies for Two Flutes and
the composer’s Lovebirds for Two
Flutes.

There will be a reception with light
refreshments immediately after the
concert where audience members will
have the opportunity to meet the per-
formers. Additional information about
the club can be found by visiting
musicalclubofwestfield.org.

MUSIC MAN...Ted Schlosberg will
play the French horn on February 12 at
the Musical Club of Westfield concert.

Follow Us on Instagram
@westfieldleader Theatre 

Feb. 14-22  Fri/Sat 8pm 

Feb. 16+22 2pm 

78 Winans Ave. Cranford 

908-276-7611 

Visit cdctheatre.org for ckets and details. 

Go Green!  Save the Trees!  Help the Environment!

Advertise Your Business in Our Online-Only Pages!
Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager at 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com  •  goleader.com/form/subscribe

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2019
Direct: (908) 301-2006  Cell: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@gmail.com

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
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Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

Expanded Ranch on private cul-de-sac offering an open floor
plan including LL theater room with tiered seating.

15 Plymouth Road, Westfield $849,000 224 Avon Road, Westfield $580,000

Move-in ready 3 bedroom, 2.1 bath home offering an updated
EIK and new partially finished basement.

2287 Edgewood Terrace, Scotch Plains $625,000

Amazing opportunity to make this your dream home on a
spacious lot in a lovely neighborhood setting.

890 Talcott Road, Westfield $1,419,000 268 Watchung Fork, Westfield $1,199,000 234 W. Dudley Avenue, Westfield $1,175,000

Exceptional 6 BR, 5.1 BA Colonial offering 1st floor bed/
bath. LL rec room, office, exercise room & full bath.

Outstanding home on .74 acres in prestigious Indian Forest offering 4
bedrooms and 3.1 baths.

Picturesque 6 bedroom, 3.1 bath Victorian/Colonial featuring an enclosed
screened porch on over 1/2 acre.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 9th • 1-3PM
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SILBER NIPS ‘DiGIO’; CIOTTA, McDERMOTT GET KEY WINS; SHRINER EDGES HEARD, 3-1, IN OT

Blue Devils Win Key Bouts; Stun Cougar Matmen, 44-22
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Key bouts, with the exception
of one, went in Westfield’s favor,
which resulted in a 44-22 Blue
Devil blowout over the Cranford
Cougars in a wrestling showdown
that was expected to be much

closer at Westfield High School
on January 29. Each coach
juggled their lineups in a chess
match of wits but in the end, the
Blue Devils won nine of the 14
bouts to up their season record
to 13-2 and to elevate Head
Coach Glen Kurz as WHS’s all-

time winningest wrestling coach.
The first part of the chess match

and the first key bout began at
the 152-lb class when Cougar
Shane Kanterman, who placed
second in the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) at 160-lb, dropped
down to face Anthony Ciotta (3rd
UCT at 152-lbs). Ciotta began
with a double-leg takedown.
Kanterman answered with a pair
of escapes and a defensive

takedown to take a 4-2 lead mid-
way through the second period
then Ciotta escaped. The third
period became the deciding fac-
tor as Ciotta escaped and added
a four-point barrel roll-to-back
to claim a 9-5 victory.

“I went into today actually I
thought I was going to have the
kid that went 160. It didn’t mat-
ter to me. I know when I was
leading off this was a big match.
I wanted to go out and show that
I belong here and I’m the real
deal. I wanted to get the mo-

mentum on our side. It felt good.
[Luke] Scanlan beat him in the
counties. Scanlan is a good team-
mate of mine. I wanted to do the
same. I didn’t want to fall short,”
Ciotta said.

Ciotta did not fall short on his
barrel-to-back takedown.

“At the end, I knew it was close
but I had to get it done for my
team. I had to come up clutch,”
he said.

At 160-lbs, Scanlan began his
bout with Christian Esposito with

This page is brought to you by:

Prominent Properties / Sotheby’s International Realty, Westfield Office
908-654-6666  •  www.prominentproperties.com/westfield-office
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a pair of takedowns then fol-
lowed with a five-point double-
leg-to-back takedown and added
a five-point head-and-arm-to-
cradle takedown to eventually
claim a 17-2, 4:19 technical fall.

Key bout No. 2, was next at
170-lbs. Blue Devil James
McDermott trailed Chris Hecht,
1-0, entering the third period
but he converted a Merkel ma-
neuver to a half nelson to record
a pin in 5:32, giving Westfield a
14-0 team lead.

“It was a hard match but when
I got him on top, I felt him
breaking. So I thought my will
was breaking him. Once that
Merkel came, he was in really
bad position, so all I really had
to do was slip the half in and
drive my feet,” McDermott ex-

plained.
Cougar Max Nock got the Cou-

gars on the scoreboard when he
recorded a 12-2, majority deci-
sion over James Greco at 182-
lbs. Cougar Justin Alpaugh-
McLean, the 182-lb UCT cham-
pion, jumped up to 195-lbs and
pinned Sergio Cabrera in 1:32
with a lateral throw.

The 220-lb bout turned out to
be key in an unexpected way.
Cougar Evan Kanterman (195-
lb UCT champion) was expected
to reap bonus points but Jack
Price came through with a cagy
mat strategy to limit him to a 2-
0 decision.

Key bout No. 3 at 285-lbs pit-
ted Blue Devil Jon Heard (2nd in
UCT at 220-lbs) against Kevin
Shriner (2nd UCT at 285-lbs).

After a scoreless first period,
Shriner escaped in the second
period then Heard escaped in
the third to send the bout into
overtime. Shriner earned a 3-1
sudden victory with a spin around
takedown to put the Cougars in
front 16-14.

But the match was entering
into the Blue Devils’ Murders
Row beginning at 106-lbs. Ethan
Composto engineered a five
takedowns, two nearfall offen-
sive to claim a 16-3, majority
decision over Will Fernandez,
who did manage to ward of an-
other takedown which would
have added a team point via

technical fall.
At 113-lbs, Blue Devil Luke

Jacobs after recording a low
single-leg takedown and a de-
fensive spin around takedown,
pinned Mason Hooey in 1:57
with a cradle. Quinn Gimblette
went to work on Ronan Waters
at 120-lbs and recorded six
takedowns and a grapevine/
Jacobs’ Hook nearfall before he
pinned him with a grapevine/
shoulder clamp in 3:34.

At 126-lbs, Blue Devil Luke
Hoerle was expected to win big
and he did. Hoerle hit Pat Kalnins
with a barrage of 10 takedowns,
which included a pair of barrel-
to-back nearfalls, to seize a 25-
9, 3:00 technical fall to give
Westfield a 35-16 lead with three
bouts remaining.

The biggest key bout of the
evening was next. Cougar Luke
DiGiovanni (2nd UCT at 138-
lbs) dropped to 132-lbs to face
Jeremy Silber (2nd UCT at 132-
lbs). DiGiovanni came on like a
ball of fire and delivered three
double-leg takedowns. But
something clicked with Silber as
he later took the offensive to
deliver a lateral throw and a
nearfall, while DiGiovanni es-
caped to cling onto an 8-7 lead.
The fury continued and
DiGiovanni had a 10-9 lead en-
tering the final period but Silber
responded with a reversal that
he converted to a wrist/half
nelson nearfall to grab a 13-10
decision.

“I went down I think 4-1. That

This page is brought to you by:
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was a match that I wanted to win
for myself because we already
had the team match all wrapped
up. I knew that since he was
coming down to make weight at
132, he didn’t have three periods
in him. I was trying to keep the

match close for the first two pe-
riods because I was in better
shape than he was. So I made it
to the third and kept pushing,”
Silber explained.

Silber’s persistence appeared
to break DiGiovanni’s spirit in
the second period when he came
up with his four-point move. But
his persistence was more than
just something that occurred in
that single bout.

“I knew in his freshman year,
he told one of our guys that our
county is so easy. Ever since
then I wanted to wrestle him and
beat him,” Silber said.

The 138-lb bout had Cougar
Jimmy Gluck (3rd in UCT at
132-lbs) facing Mike Murphy
(2nd UCT at 145-lbs). Murphy
won a scramble takedown and
had a 3-2 lead but cashed in
with a five-point reversal-to-

This page is brought to you by:

Frank D. Isoldi, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Agent
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back move and another two-
point tilt in the second period to
take a 10-5 lead. After adding a
backdoor reversal in the third
period, Murphy pinned Gluck
with a reverse cradle in 5:58. At
145-lbs, Cougar Colin Murray
received a forfeit.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
152: — Ciotta W d Kanterman 9-5
160: — Scanlan W tf Esposito 17-2
4:19
170: — McDermott W p Hecht 5:32
182: — Nock C md Greco 12-1
195: — Alpaugh-McLean C p Cabrera
1:32
220: — Kanterman C d Price 2-0
285: — Shriner C d Heard 3-1 sv
106: — Composto W md Fernandez
16-3
113: — Jacobs W p Hooey 1:57
120: — Gimblette W p Waters 3:34
126: — Hoerle W tf Kalnins 25-9 3:00
132: — Silber W d DiGiovanni 13-10
138: — Murphy W p Gluck 5:58
145: — Murray C won forfeit

more photos next page
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Cougars Crush Golda Och;
Beat Pingry in Boys Hoops

Lady Blue Devils Rap
Bloomfield in Hoops
The Westfield High School girls

basketball team got everybody
into the act as the Blue Devils
trounced Bloomfield, 60-14, in
Bloomfield on January 28. Faith
Dobosiewicz led the scoring with
12 points to go with five re-
bounds and a steal. Caroline
Dwyer sank nine points, includ-
ing a 3-pointer, and grabbed a
team-leading 10 rebounds, while
adding two steals and an assist.
Chloe Kreusser had six points,
four steals, four rebounds, two
assists and a block. Annie Ryan
netted seven points, including a

WF Wrestlers Edge
Warren Hills, 34-32

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team edged Warren Hills,
34-32, at the Patriot Duals held
on January 25 in North Warren.
Luke Hoerle (126-lbs) pinned
Jared Lee in 4:54. Jeremy Silber
(132-lbs) pinned Max Pagano in
2:54. Luke Scanlan (160-lbs)
pinned Luke Dugan in 1:18 and
Jack Price (195-lbs) pinned Mike
Galka in 1:47.

Ethan Composto (106-lbs) won
by 12-3, major decision over
Kevin Riedinger. Luke Jacobs
(113-lbs) beat Shawn Redfield,
4-2. Jon Heard (220-lbs) nipped
Logan Polcari, 2-1. For Warren
Hills, Greg Slivka (120-lbs)
pinned Brandon Ribiero in 1:40.
Logan Nauta (138-lbs) beat Mike
Murphy, 10-6. Geir Nemeth (145-

The Cranford High School boys
basketball team picked up a pair
of victories with a 54-27 crushing
of Golda Och on January 30 and
a 63-56 win over Pingry in
Cranford on February 1. The huge
deciding factor against Golda Och

was a 22-3 Cougar run in the
third quarter and in the game
against Pingry, the Cougars were
deadly from the charity line with
27 free throws.

Against Golda Och, Dennis
DeMarino sank 10 points, includ-
ing a 3-pointer, and pulled seven
rebounds. Matt Bush had nine
points, including a 3-pointer, and
added three steals, two assists
and a rebound. Zion Hammond
had eight points, six rebounds,
four steals and two assists.

Liam Kwiatkowski netted eight
points, including a 3-pointer, and
added two rebounds, two assists
and two steals. Joe Carrea had
five points, five rebounds, two
assists and two steals. Cole Blazek
finished with five points, includ-
ing a 3-pointer, three steals, a
rebound and an assist. Ryan Jaros
hs three points, two rebounds
and a steal. Adam Kutzer, Kyle
Higgins and Devin Haughey each
had two points.

In the game against 11-5
Pingry, Kwiatkowski sank 12 free
throws and finished with 20
points, two assists and a rebound
for the 7-9 Cougars. Blazek
poured in 13 points, including
five free throws and a pair of 3-
pointers, to go with four re-
bounds, two steals and an assist.
DeMarino finished with 12 points,
including four free throws and
two 3-pointers, 10 rebounds and
an assist. Arjun Petgrave netted
seven points with three free
throws, a team-leading 12 re-
bounds, two blocks, a steal and
an assist. Hammond (5 points)
sank three free throws and added
five rebounds, two assists and a
steal. Carrea had six points, four
rebounds, three steals and an
assist. Lukas Ruby had two re-
bounds and two assists.

Ray Fluet led Pingry with 24
points and Reese Swittenberg
sank 15 points.

Blue Devils Stop Vikings,
Newark Collegiate Cagers
Once again, the Westfield High

School girls basketball team
spread the wealth in a 45-14
triumph over Newark Collegiate
in Westfield on January 30 but
two days later in Scotch Plains,
the Blue Devils would get clutch
free throw shooting from Caroline
Dwyer and Annie Ryan down the
stretch to reject the Union Catho-
lic Lady Vikings, 58-49.

Against Newark Collegiate,
Faith Dobosiewicz pulled eight
rebounds and scored six points
while adding two steals, two
blocks and an assist. Emma
Pietrewicz (block, assist, re-
bound) and Phoebe Chadowitz
(rebound, assist) each scored six
points. Dwyer (4 rebounds, 2
assists), Paige Gorczyca (4 re-
bounds, 3 assists, 3 steals, block)
and Chloe Kreusser (5 rebounds,
3 steals, block) each scored five
points.

Ali Lisanti sank a 3-pointer and
added two steals, an assist and a
rebound, Ryan had four points
and an assist. JJ Millstein had
three points, a rebound and a
steal. Charlotte Dursee had two
points, four steals and an assist.
Kait Alliegro and Amanda Paden
each pulled three rebounds.
Sutton Factor had a steal, an
assist and a rebound.

The showdown against Union
Catholic was far more important
and the 11-5 Blue Devils seized a
28-19 jump at the half but the 12-
3 Vikings shaved six points off the
lead in the third quarter only to
have Dwyer and Ryan come up
big when the game was on the
line. Ryan led all scorers with 20
points, including trip 3-pointers,
and added five rebounds, three
assists and a steal. Dwyer had

five points, four rebounds and a
steal. Gorczyca finished with 12
points, including two 3-pointers,
and six rebounds. Kreusser sank
nine points and led the team with
13 rebounds, while adding two
assists, two steals and a block.
Lisanti hit a 3-pointer and added
two assists, two rebounds, a block
and a steal. Dursee had three
points, four rebounds and two
steals. Factor had four points,
three assists, two steals and two
rebounds. Chadowitz had two
points and a steal.

Abigale Ortiz led the Vikings
with 16 points, including a 3-
pointer, and Madison Johnson
scored 15 points. Kaleigh
Gunsiorowski netted 10 points,
including a pair of 3-pointers.
Kayla Riley had five points and
Daniella Peralta had three points.
Newark Collegiate   0   0   8   6 14
Westfield 17 15   6   7 45

Westfield 12 16 13 17 58
Union Catholic   9 10 19 11 49

High School Sport Shorts:

WF Matmen Defeat
Roselle Park, 64-10

The 13-2 Westfield High School
wrestling team won 11 of 14
bouts to defeat the Roselle Park
Panthers, 64-10, in Roselle Park
on January 31. Jon Heard (220-
lbs) pinned Kevin Osorio in 51
seconds. Jack Price (195-lbs)
pinned Melvin Claudio in 33 sec-
onds and Luke Scanlan (170-lbs)
pinned Pranay Francis in 43 sec-
onds. Ethan Composts (106-lbs)
pinned Matt Griffin in 1:20, Luke
Jacobs (113-lbs) pinned Justin
Llizo in 1:53 and Quinn Gimblette
(120-lbs) pinned Ryan Leiva in
35 seconds.

Mike Murphy (138-lbs) won via
19-4, 4:00 technical fall over Mike
Pena. Anthony Ciotta (145-lbs)
won by 19-3, 5:07 technical fall
over Antonio Antonnucci. Luke
Hoerle (126-lbs), Jeremy Silber
(132-bs) and James McDermott
(160-lbs) received forfeits. For
the Panthers, Dave Torres (285-
lbs) beat Abdul Kharboutli, 5-0,
Jon Estivene (182-lbs) beat
James Greco, 9-4, and Pat Nevins
(152-lbs) won by 15-4, majority
decision over Dan Moriaru.

3-pointer, and added two as-
sists, a steal and a block.

Paige Gorczyca finished with
six points, two rebounds, an as-
sist and a steal. Charlotte Dursee
had six points, four rebounds,
three steals and an assist. Ali
Lisanti had four steals, two points
and two assists. Phoebe
Chadowitz had four points, three
rebounds, two steals and an as-
sist. Sutton Factor had four points
and two assists. JJ Millstein had
two points and two rebounds.
Amanda Paden had two points, a
steal and a rebound. Kait Alliegro
had two points, three rebounds,
a block and a steal.

lbs) beat Anthony Ciotta, 7-0.
Steve Malia (152-lbs) pinned Dan
Moriaru in 2:26. Owen Frizzell
(170-lbs) won by 15-0, 6:00 tech-
nical fall over James Greco. Nick
Hildebrandt (182-lbs) pinned
James McDermott in 1:11. Tyler
McCatham (285-lbs) edged Abdul
Kharboutli, 2-0.
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Bill Makes Nonprofit
Grant  Permanent

Kean Wins County
GOP Line for Primary

TRENTON – Helping more New
Jersey nonprofit organizations
determined to be at an elevated
risk for attacks increase their
security, Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano (D-22nd, Eliza-
beth) reintroduced a bill, the “New
Jersey Nonprofit Security Grant
Program” to codify the law creat-
ing a pilot program, which was
signed into law in 2017.

The original bill was developed
through meetings with various
nonprofit organizations, includ-
ing synagogues and mosques
that are concerned for the secu-
rity of their members, Assembly-
woman Quijano noted.

Under the bill, the security
grant program is directed to pro-
vide grants out of any annually
appropriated funds to eligible
nonprofit organizations to hire

certain permanent or temporary
security personnel, and for acqui-
sition of certain target hardening
equipment.

The legislation would provide
award grants of up to $10,000
for nonprofit organizations to hire
permanent or temporary secu-
rity personnel for the purpose of
preparing against threats, at-
tacks, or other violent acts. Se-
curity personnel under the bill
include federal, state, county,
and municipal law enforcement
officers, special law enforcement
officers, and licensed security
officers. In addition, the bill
awards grants of up to $50,000
for nonprofit organizations to
acquire target-hardening equip-
ment.

The grants would be open to all
21 counties. TAKING THE PLUNGE...For the second year, the Fathers Club

and Mount St. Mary Academy students participated in the
Polar Plunge of the Ancient Order of Hibernians at Sea Bright
Public Beach. This year, they were joined by the Academy’s
Directress, Sister Lisa D. Gambacorto, RSM, Ed.S. (a Sister of
Mercy) who took on the challenge of entering the ocean for
$10,000. The school raised $12,900 for her efforts. The total
raised was brought to over $15,000 as pledges were sup-
ported for the participation of nine Mount students and 18
parents. Proceeds will be used to replace the bleachers in the
Mother Mary Patrick Gymnasium on the Mount campus.

WINTER RECITAL...Wardlaw+Hartridge students performed
in a winter recital at Rutgers University’s Schare Hall on
January 25. Students ranged from grades 5 through 9.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Hannah Yin of Scotch Plains
(flute), Pratham Gandhi of Edison (flute), Anna Bao of Edison
(euphonium), Tawanda Sibanda of Edison (clarinet) and
Emily O’Neill of Garwood (trombone) with their instruments
in Rutgers University’s Schare Hall.

UNION – The Union County
Republican Committee united to
support Tom Kean Jr. for Con-
gress in the 7th Congressional
District last Wednesday night at
Kean University.

“My wife, Rhonda, and I have
been standing on the soccer side-
lines and raising our family in
Union County for almost 20
years,” Senator Kean said. “Po-
litical analysts might call this
portion of the Congressional dis-
trict Tom Malinowski’s strong-

hold, but I call it home. I am
incredibly proud to stand with
the UCGOP and I am confident
that together, we will deliver vic-
tories up and down the ticket.”

Mr. Kean has public endorse-
ments from every Republican
elected official in the Union
County portion of the district.
Mr. Kean is the New Jersey Sen-
ate Republican Minority Leader.
The district  has been rated a
“toss up” by Politico. He has been
endorsed by former Speaker

Newt Gingrich, House Republi-
can Leader Kevin McCarthy and
hundreds of local New Jersey
elected and party officials, ac-
cording to a campaign release.

Last year, the National Repub-
lican Congressional Committee
released the results of a survey
that showed Congressman
Malinowski down by two points
against Mr. Kean.

“Republicans hold a partisan reg-
istration advantage in NJ-7,” ac-
cording to the release.
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