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anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.
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Pay Tribute to

Your Loved One

goleader.com/form/obituary

– Obituaries –

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

908-482-8855

Best Friend Clearance Sale
To Benefit Homeless Pets

SCOTCH PLAINS — Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption will hold a
Valentine’s Day/Presidents’ Day clear-
ance sale the week of Monday, Febru-
ary 10, at its thrift store, through Satur-
day, February 22. The store is located
at 1750 East Second Street, Scotch
Plains, and is open from 10:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Wednesday through Satur-
day, and Tuesday, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. For
information, call (908) 322-2502.

The store will feature a $1-per-
garment sale on its general clothing
racks. Better clothing will be 60
percent off, and all coats will be
$10. In addition, winter scarves,
hats, gloves, socks and coats for
pets will be 60 percent off.

Donations of jewelry, antiques
and collectibles, records, CDs, pa-
perback books, seasonal clothing
(after Sunday, March 1), small fur-
niture, Easter and gardening items
are appreciated. The group also is
accepting wet and dry cat food and
litter for its foster cats in need.

Best Friend is a not-for-profit,
all-volunteer rescue group that op-
erates the store in order to help
rescue animals from the pound. It
also provides veterinary care and
fosters the animals until a perma-
nent home can be found.

To view pets available for adop-
tion, visit bfdaaa.com. Best Friend
is on Facebook as well at Best Friend
Thrift Store. A tax-deductible do-

nation is always welcome and can
be mailed to: Best Friend, P.O. Box
335, Cranford, N.J. 07016.

Gerald ‘Jerry’ Slifer, 92, Family Man;
Navy Veteran, PSE&G Chief Engineer

Gerald “Jerry” Slifer, 92, of
Lakewood, N.J., passed away
peacefully at home surrounded by
his family on Friday, January 31,
2020. He was born in the roarin’
nineteen twenties to Winnie and
Max Slifer of Newark, N.J., who
owned the Madison Tavern. The
1920s kicked off with a
boom, and for anyone
who knew Jerry, he was
the quintessential
“boom in the room.”

Jerry served in the
U.S. Navy during World
War II, which enabled
him to partake in the GI
Bill and to continue his
education at Purdue
University — home of
the “Boilermakers.” Al-
ways an avid and proud
fan of Purdue, Jerry’s
schedule consistently
revolved around the school’s foot-
ball and basketball games.

Immediately after graduation he
began his lifelong career at PSE&G
in Newark, where he worked for 35
years and retired as a chief engi-
neer. During that time he met the
love of his life, Joan “Audrey”
Lettiere, to whom he was married
for 50 wonderful years until her
passing in 2005. Together they had
five adoring children.

Jerry and Audrey moved to Scotch
Plains in 1955. The newly-married
couple said they felt like they were
moving to the “edge of the earth,”
but they were, in fact, an integral
part of a new and growing suburban
community where their new neigh-
bors became lifelong friends. Jerry
was active in many community roles,
including serving as the local Boy
Scout Troop Leader for Troop 130
for over seventeen years alongside
his four sons.

In 2002, Jerry and his wife,
Audrey, moved to Four Seasons in
Lakewood, to fulfill a lifelong
dream of living closer to the beach.

In all of his 92 years, Jerry was
always of a strong and clear mind:
he loved solving intractable prob-
lems, going on adventures near and
far, or simply sitting and reminisc-
ing about the “old days” with ex-
ceptional details like dates, loca-
tions, entrées ordered in restau-
rants in Europe and even the prices
he paid for things. Jerry fondly
remembers dressing up and going

to the Monmouth Hotel in Spring
Lake with Audrey in 1958, where
he bought his first Heineken beer
for $1. Upon that purchase, Jerry
said he felt as though he had “made
it.” Years later, his children would
attest that he “made it” based on
the wonderful life that he provided

to his family. These
wonderful memories
are immortalized
through the hundreds of
stories Jerry told over
the years (usually with
a beer in hand) and
through the vibrant
Kodachrome sl ide
shows that light up a
screen and our hearts
when they’re shown
during the holidays.

Jerry and Audrey
were prodigious travel-
ers who crisscrossed the

U.S., Europe, but always felt most
at home on a New Jersey beach.

Jerry’s well-lived life will live
on through his children, their
spouses, and all those who knew
and loved him. Jerry is survived by
his daughter, Patty Raneri, and her
husband, Peter (Madison), and his
four sons, Jeff and his wife, Lynn
(Ponte Verde, Fla.), John and his
wife, Deborah (Mountainside and
Long Beach Island), Rob and his
husband, Michael Mueller (New
York City and Spring Lake), and
James and his wife, Kim (Scotch
Plains), along with 13 grandchil-
dren and four great-grandsons and
other family members too numer-
ous to mention.

The funeral will be from Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue, Fanwood, on Friday, Febru-
ary 7, 2020, at 9:30 a.m., followed
by a Mass at the Immaculate Heart
of Mary Roman Catholic Church,
1571 Martine Avenue, Scotch
Plains, at 10:30 a.m. Cremation
will be private. Visitation will be
today, Thursday, February 6, 2020,
from 5 to 8 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
memory of Gerald Slifer may be
made directed to Visiting Nurse
Association of Central Jersey Foun-
dation, 23 Main Street, Suite D1,
Holmdel,  N.J.  07733 or
www.vnahg.org. For additional in-
formation or to sign the guest book,
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Adult Fitness Class
On Tap at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA will
provide a gentle fitness class for adults
focusing on strength, balance and flex-
ibility, which are all important to
maintain a healthy, functional body.
This class will take place on Monday,
February 10, at 10 a.m., at the Scotch
Plains Public Library.

Participants will mainly be sitting
in a chair for the class but are advised
to wear good sneakers. Registration
is required and space is limited.

This program is being offered in
partnership with the Scotch Plains
Mayor’s Wellness Campaign.

For more information or to regis-
ter, go to scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township.

Senior Bus Trip Set
To St. Pat’s Festival

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Senior Citizen Advi-
sory Committee will sponsor a bus
trip on Wednesday, March 11, to a
St. Patrick’s Festival at Doolan’s
in Spring Lake. Senior residents of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood may
register now at a cost of $53 per
person. Space permitting, non-resi-
dents may register starting Tues-
day, February 18, at a cost of $55
per senior. Registration for this trip
ends on Friday, February 28.

Performers will include Jimmy
Byrne, an Irish tenor, a comedian,
Irish music and bagpipes. Lunch in-
cludes soup, salad and an entrée
choice of corned beef and cabbage,
half roasted chicken or herbal salmon.
The bus will leave from Scotch Hills
Country Club, 820 Jerusalem Road,
Scotch Plains, at 10 a.m. and return at
approximately 5 p.m.

Registration may be done at the
Scotch Plains Recreation Office, 430
Park Avenue, Room 113, Scotch Plains,
or online at Community Pass: https://
www.scotchplainsnj.gov/departments/
recreation. For more information, call
Laura Swidersky, Senior Advisory
chairwoman, at (908) 889-2084.

Captain Frederick Quirin Vogel
Captain Frederick Quirin Vogel

passed away at home in Point Pleas-
ant, N.J., with his family by his side,
on Monday, January 27, 2020, his
valiant battle with pulmonary fibro-
sis over. Fred was born a Leo on
August 11, 1947, in Plainfield, N.J.,
to the late Anne and Robert Vogel.

Raised in Cranford, N.J., Freddy
attended Cranford High
School, where he ex-
celled in sports, espe-
cially his favorite, base-
ball.

Fred continued to play
baseball at Gettysburg
College, graduating in
1969. There, he forged a
true fraternity with his
Sigma Chi brothers.
They remained fast
friends; the stories get-
ting better every telling.
Fred also married his
college sweetheart,
Barb, in 1969. Last November, they
celebrated 50 wonderful years to-
gether, a love story that inspired all
who know them.

He enlisted in the U.S. Navy after
college and served in Naval Intelli-
gence at Clark AFB in the Philip-
pines, where he and Barb acquired a
love for scuba diving. On return to the
U.S., he was selected for Navy Of-
ficer Candidate School and went on
to serve 34 years, including time in
the Naval Reserves, reaching the of-
ficer rank of Captain. He was recalled
to active duty in Washington, D.C.,
during the 1990’s Middle East con-
flicts and after 9/11, served at the
Defense Intelligence Agency, FBI,
NSA, Homeland Security and the
Pentagon. At retirement, he was
Deputy Director for Intelligence at
DIA, Terrorism Analysis Division
with this final commendation, “De-
spite major obstacles, his work re-
sulted in a significant contribution to
the protection of United States forces
worldwide.”

Fred earned his MBA at Drexel
University and his civilian career in-
cluded financial positions at Siemens,
Computervision, Burroughs and Eq-
uitable Life. He most enjoyed his
post-retirement gig as host and story-
teller at the Sea Crest by the Sea, the
inn that he and Barb owned in Spring
Lake, N.J.

Fred was very proud of the bond he
shared with his daughter, Leigh,
forged when she was a toddler and he

a “stay-at-home dad.” He shared his
love of baseball with son Chris while
coaching countless Little League
games and traveling to high school
and college baseball games around
the country. Fred especially loved his
grandchildren, learning to swim in
the family pool and the annual family
trips to the Cayman Islands. He got

great joy from tinkering
in the garage with his
grandkids, taking apart or
fixing everything from
boats to toasters. His
positivity and can-do at-
titude made him a great
role model for his entire
family. Pop-pop was al-
ways quick to tell his fam-
ily how much he loved
them.

Fred was a man of deep
faith; he walked the walk
and talked the talk, first
at Calvary Lutheran in

Cranford and then Holy Trinity in
Manasquan, where he served in many
volunteer capacities and impacted
many souls.

Fred is survived by his wife, Bar-
bara Wold Vogel; children, Leigh
(Michael) DeMarco and Christopher
(Jill) Vogel; four cherished grand-
children, Max, Evan, Nels and Lacy;
sister, Dale (Michael) Malekoff, and
brother, Charles (Gail) Vogel; brother-
in-law, Ted Wold; eight (grand) nieces
and nephews and many cousins. He is
predeceased by his sister, Barbara
Ann (Neil) Koopman.

Fred was a gentle, loving, and gen-
erous husband, father, grandfather,
friend, leader and mentor. He is dearly
missed. A memorial service will be
held at 1 p.m. on Sunday, February 9,
at the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church,
6 Osborn Avenue, Manasquan, N.J.,
with a reception following. Interment
will be private.

To leave an online condolence
message, please visit
Jerseyshorecremation.com.

In lieu of flowers, the family
requests donations to Holy Trin-
ity Lutheran Church, the Pulmo-
nary Fibrosis Foundation (https://
a p p . m o b i l e c a u s e . c o m / v f /
PFFTribute/FrederickVogel) or
the Wescoe Foundation for Pul-
monary Fibrosis  (ht tps : / /
w e s c o e f o u n d a t i o n f o r
pulmonaryfibrosis.networkforgood.com/
).
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Claudine W. Mill, Westfield Resident;
Devoted to Her Family and Faith

Claudine W. Mill, a Westfield resi-
dent for 65 years, passed away peace-
fully on Sunday, February 2, sur-
rounded by her husband
and daughters. She was a
devoted wife and loving
mother, grandmother,
great-grandmother, sis-
ter, aunt and friend.

Born in Fort Worth,
Texas, in 1925, Claudia
married the love of her
life, Robert C. Mill, and
had over 71 wonderful
years with him. Together
they raised four daugh-
ters, Cheryl, Sharon,
Linda and Barbara. They
traveled all over the
world for business and pleasure, lead-
ing Claudia to frequently recount what
a fun life she’d had.

Claudia was a woman of great faith
and a longtime member of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, where
she was active in many areas over the

years. She is forever loved by her
husband, children, nine grandchildren,
eight great-grandchildren, one brother,

and four nieces and neph-
ews. Private burial took
place on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 5, with a memorial
service planned for some-
time in the future. If de-
sired, memorial donations
in her name may be made
to STCH Ministries (for-
merly South Texas
Children’s Home) or The
Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

Graveside services for
Claudia were held at 1
p.m. on Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 5, 2020, at Mount Hebron Cem-
etery in Upper Montclair, N.J. Ar-
rangements were by Gray Funeral
Home of Westfield. Please go to
www.grayfuneralhomes.com to of-
fer condolences.
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Robert S. Kesselman, CPA, Devoted
To Family, Resident of Westfield

Robert S. Kesselman of Westfield,
N.J., passed away on Wednesday,
January 29, 2020, at the age of 79.

Robert was born on April 8, 1940
in Newark, N.J., and lived happily in
Westfield, N.J., for 52 years. He was
a graduate of West Virginia Univer-
sity and had a Certified Public Ac-
counting practice for 48 years.

Rob was predeceased by his par-
ents, Abraham and Mary Kesselman,
and his sister, Shirley Nurenberg.

He is survived by his wife, Edith,
of 57 years; his daughters and their
spouses, Lauri and Jeff Smith, and
Lynda Kesselman and Lisa Milano;
his sister and brother-in-law, Elyse
and Raymond Grimball, and his four

grandchildren and many nieces and
nephews.

Rob was a lover of music and the-
ater. He enjoyed golf and travel, but
he will be remembered most for his
devotion to and love of his family.

Family and friends are invited to
Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake Fu-
neral Home, 582 Springfield Av-
enue, Westfield, N.J., at noon on
Saturday, February 8, 2020. A Cel-
ebration of Life will begin at 1 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that donations be made in
Robert’s memory to the COPD
Foundation or the American Cancer
Society.
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Karen Elaine Dembiec,
Loving Mother and Grandmother

Karen Elaine Dembiec, 78, of
Hilton Head Island, S.C., formerly
of Westfield, N.J., passed away
peacefully on Friday, January 17,
2020, surrounded by her family.

Karen was born and raised in
Westfield, N.J., with her sister, Judy
(Nelson) Johnson, and brother, Tom
Nelson. Following graduation,
Karen accepted a position with
AT&T and later worked for the
Westfield school system, serving
as the secretary to the principal of
Westfield High School.

Karen married Walt Dembiec in
April 1963, and they were happily
married for 55 years before Walt
passed away after a lengthy battle
with Parkinson’s Disease. Karen and
Walt raised four children in
Westfield, N.J., where Karen en-
joyed spending time with friends as
a charter member of the initial chap-
ter of the “Co-Weds” group in The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
hosting a Christmas Boutique in her
home each holiday season and
spending every weekend attending
all of her children’s baseball, foot-
ball, basketball and soccer games.

In 1996, Karen and Walt relo-
cated to Hilton Head Island, S.C.,
where Karen loved socializing with
friends, playing bridge and mahjong
and getting together for the ladies’
monthly birthday lunches. As Walt’s
disease progressed, Karen devoted
much of her time serving as his
primary caregiver and, along those
lines, helped found the inaugural
affiliate of Rock Steady Kick-Box-
ing and Mixed Martial Arts (MMA)
for Parkinson’s patients at Riptide
Gym in Bluffton, S.C., a program
that has now expanded and is still
helping Parkinson’s patients and
families in the greater Hilton Head

community.
Known best for her loving and

caring heart, great sense of humor
and humility, Karen was the center
of her extended family.

Karen was predeceased by her
father, Iver A. Nelson, and her
mother, Norma (Kirby) Nelson. She
is survived by her four adult chil-
dren, Walter Dembiec, Jr. of
Westfield, N.J., Jeffrey Dembiec
of Scotch Plains, N.J., Christopher
Dembiec of Las Flores, Calif., and
Jamie Mitchell of Seneca, S.C.,
and multiple grandchildren, nieces
and nephews.

Funeral services were held on
Saturday, January 25, 2020, at the
Providence Presbyterian Church in
Hilton Head Island, S.C. In lieu of
flowers, donations can be made to
the American Cancer Society. Ar-
rangements were by The Island Fu-
neral Home and Crematory.
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Wed. Morning Club
Posts Meeting Date

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club has announced that its
first meeting of the month will be a
gathering of the Public Affairs De-
partment on Tuesday, February 11, at
1 p.m. Marie Mastorakis will host the
meeting at her home. Everyone is
asked to bring local, state and na-
tional news articles to discuss with
the group. Those planning to attend
are asked to call Ms. Mastorakis.

For information about the Wednes-
day Morning Club, contact Co-Vice
Presidents Carolyn Moran at (908)
233-5635 or by email at
caromm@comcast.net or Sandi Jacobs
at (908) 317-5256 or by email at
sandij301@gmail.com.
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