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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

All The News

www.goleader.com

The Caledonian Society, Another
Provocative Weekend in Manhattan

Occasionally I spend a weekend at
the welcoming Michelangelo Hotel in
Manhattan. Last weekend I was a guest
of Patricia Park on Saturday night at
the Caledonian Society celebrating
Scottish culture, and the following
night she was my guest at the Metro-
politan Opera featuring La Traviata.

Caledonia was a name given to Scot-
land by the Romans. That night there
were hundreds of Scots with many
men proudly wearing their tartans and
kilts and wonderful veteran bagpipe
musicians marching around followed
by a recital of Robert Burns’ poetry,
the author of the famous poem, Auld
Lang Syne. At our table the conversa-
tion was, let’s say, boringly polite, so,
being in a playful mood fueled by my
martini, I declared these four words,
“I’m a Trump fan.” Well, the reaction
brought to mind St. George and the
dragon. Fire appeared to flow from
some of their nostrils coupled with
virulent anti-Trump tirades. Fortu-
nately, the serving of the Scottish dish,
haggis, ground sheep innards encased
in the stomach, led to non-provocative
conversational topics.

When we returned to the
Michelangelo, there were a few
couples in the lounge. So, still in a
playful mood, the Scots can drink and
I joined in that night, I declared, “I’m
a Trump fan.” Surprisingly, a burst of
laughter by all followed which made
me wonder what mental dynamics
were behind the two opposite re-
sponses – hate versus humor – be-
cause most of the group, as was in the
previous night, were Democrats.

The next night at the Metropolitan
Opera while waiting in the crowded
opera reception area, an Asiatic woman
entered wearing a large mask. Observ-
ing her, a woman, evidently aware of
the Chinese virus threat, appeared to
panic and said to her friends, “Let’s get
out of here,” and they all headed for
the exit doors. During the first inter-
mission, the masked woman was no-
where to be seen, and I still wonder
what became of her.

As I mentioned in previous writ-
ings, the great opera singers have vir-
tually vanished, so I was expecting to
suffer from vocal mediocrity but settled
for the incomparable beauty of Verdi’s
score along with the great Met chorus
and orchestra. But God was good to
me that night, for I heard what could be
the next great soprano of Polish ori-
gins, Aleksandra Kurzak, perform a
tour de force vocal exhibition. The

Honolulu-born baritone, Quinn Kelsey,
possessed a rich, sonorous Verdian
vocal timber what is rapidly becoming
a sound of the past. Putting it all to-
gether it was almost a rare, perfect
operatic night except for the mediocre
tenor. The young exciting Italian tenor,
Vittorio Grigolo, was originally sched-
uled – that would have made it a per-
fect, metaphysical performance!– but
the Met cancelled his performance
because one of the chorus women com-
plained that he touched her last year
where, though I’m not sure, Italian
men in Italy used to playfully pinch
American women tourists.

This got me thinking about how the
sexual revolution is negatively perme-
ating all walks of life, including opera.
Two great Met legends, brilliant con-
ductor James Levine and extremely
talented tenor, Placido Domingo, are
now excluded from the Met because
of sexual accusations. When I treated
operatic singers years ago, including
the great ones, I can tell you that the
breed is characterized by elevated
hormones and its consequences.

Anyway, there’s never a dull mo-
ment during my weekends in Man-
hattan, and I’m looking forward to
my Big Apple adventure next month
when I’ll be participating in a meet-
ing with socialists which should be
humorously or hatefully provocative!

Stephen L. DeFelice
Westfield

Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco
Comments On Traffic Fatality

I am very deeply saddened by the
passing of a Garwood resident who
was accidentally struck by a vehicle
last Thursday night. This is a real
tragedy and on behalf of our entire
community, I want to express my deep-
est condolences to the family and
friends of Nedra Clark. Please keep
Ms. Clark, her family, and her friends
in your prayers.

Our Garwood Police Department
issued a press release this past Friday
with the information they have at this
time. I urge everyone to be respectful
of the family at this difficult time and
of the police investigation as it is
ongoing. It is extremely important we

allow this investigation to be carried
out fully in order to ensure we get all
of the facts.

While our hearts ache from this
tragedy of a life cut short, let us please
reserve judgement. As the police indi-
cated in their press release, “Neither
speed nor alcohol were contributing
factors, according to the preliminary
investigation.” As your Mayor, I take
pedestrian safety very seriously as does
our police department. It remains a top
priority for us and we will make sure
we get a full understanding of what
occurred last week.

Sara Todisco
Garwood Mayor

Furthering The Higher
Education Of Women
On behalf of the College Woman’s

Club of Westfield, I thank the
Westfield community for participat-
ing in our Sip and Shop event at J.
McLaughlin in December. We were
pleased with the response from the
community and raised over $450 for
our scholarship fund. Since our found-
ing in 1917, we have granted over
$900k in scholarship funds to young
women in Westfield.

The College Woman’s Club of
Westfield is dedicated to the mission
of furthering the higher education of
women and serving the general inter-
ests of our local community. For fur-
ther information about membership,
or to make a donation, visit
cwclubwestfield.org, or email us at
cwc.westfield@gmail.com

Fran Moum
Westfield

Why Such Bigotry Exists In Our
Township, Scotch Plains

I was terribly upset to hear of the
racial incident that took place in our
town on Sunday. An interracial fam-
ily had one of their cars defamed
with a large letter N placed on a
window using soap. People move to
our township because of the great
community life and the acceptance
of all. This is not Scotch Plains.

I have just received an update from
the town manager and police chief. A
rigorous investigation is being con-
ducted. As further information be-
comes available, we will share it with
the public, as appropriate. I will con-
tinue to help lead the Truth, Racial

Healing, Transformation (TRHT)
Committee to address and eliminate
such bigotry in our township.

Why such bigotry exists in the world
and especially in our township is un-
acceptable. I can speak for the whole
township council and leadership team
that we deplore this incident and will
do our best to address and eliminate
such bigotry in our township.

If anyone has information on this
incident, please call the police at (908)
322-7100.

Al Smith
Mayor of Scotch Plains

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Borough of Garwood and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served that an application for develop-
ment, Application No. PB20-02 to be
located in Zone CB, on the premises known
as: 225 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey 07027, Block No. 502 Lot No. 6,
has been submitted by Applicant: L & J
Pet Holdings, LLC of 225 South Av-
enue, Garwood, New Jersey 07027.

The development involves and requires
the granting of relief from zoning require-
ments to allow: Use variance for automo-
bile detailing facility.

In addition, applicant requests any
other variances, waivers or relief that
the Board may require.

The Planning Board/Zoning Board will
conduct a public hearing on this matter on
the following date: February 26, 2020 at
7:30 p.m. in Council Chambers, Bor-
ough of Garwood Municipal Building
at 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey 07027. Any person or persons
affected by this application will have an
opportunity to present any objections to
the proposed development.  The Board
does, however, have the right to exclude
repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:30
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning
Board/Zoning Board Office, Borough
of Garwood Municipal Building, 403
South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey
07027.

Gary S. Goodman, Esq.
23 North Avenue East

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Attorney for: L & J Pet Holdings, LLC

1 T - 02/06/20, The Leader Fee: $39.27

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zokor – A burrowing rodent that

looks like a mole rat
2. Tergiversate – To desert a cause
3. Reliction – Land left uncovered by

the recession of the sea
4. Churrus – A gum resin which oozes

from the Indian hemp

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CULPON
1. A roof prop used in a coal mine
2. A heavy javelin used by the Roman

infantry
3. A shred or splinter
4. An arrow or arrowhead

SAPIENT
1. Restless; nervous
2. Wise; knowing
3. Dewy; moist
4. Not subject to corruption

RECTIROSTRAL
1. Having the breadth of the cranium

greater than the length
2. Having the back below in swim-

ming, as certain insects
3. Having a straight bill or beak
4. A leaning to the right

CHUKKER
1. Second-class; something of lesser

value
2. One of the periods into which a polo

game is divided
3. A gopher
4. A concealed dungeon with a trap

door at the top

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

Census Data Will Play Vital Role
In Shaping Our Communities

Cranford School Board Recognizes
Accomplishments of Dr. Wolfe

The 2020 United States Census has been generat-
ing much attention throughout our region of late,
among multiple levels of government, clergy, and
even students pooling their talents to raise awareness
of the importance of this national population count.

The Census is mandated every 10 years by our
Constitution. Conducted by the nonpartisan United
States Census Bureau, it spans the 50 United States,
the District of Columbia and five U.S. territories, as
noted by 2020census.gov. Such population tallies
have been recorded in the United States since 1790.

Data obtained from the census has a broad and
crucial impact on our society, ranging from states’
representation in Congress to federal funding for a
variety of critical services, including “hospitals, fire
departments, schools, roads and other resources,”
according to 2020census.gov.

Households will receive official Census Bureau
correspondence beginning next month that contains
information on how to take part in the count, with
every home expected to have received an invitation
by April 1, 2020, as stated on the website. Partici-
pants may respond by phone, mail or online.

During the January 28 meeting of Westfield’s
governing body, Mayor Shelley Brindle spoke about
how the Census could benefit the town. She noted
that a documented increase in Westfield’s popula-
tion from 31,000 to 33,000 could make the town
eligible for an additional liquor license, which can
be a plus for the business community. Information
about the 2020 Census  is available at
westfieldnj.gov/census2020.

Two events are planned in neighboring Scotch

Plains to help guide residents in understanding and
complying with the 2020 Census. A town hall-style
meeting, hosted by the township at St. John’s Baptist
Church, will take place on Thursday, February 20, at
7 p.m. Additionally, the township and the U.S.
Census Bureau will co-sponsor a 2020 Census Day
informational event at the Scotch Plains Public
Library on Wednesday, April 1, from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Scotch Plains Mayor Alexander Smith, who chairs
his municipality’s Census Complete Count Com-
mittee, also has publicly emphasized the impor-
tance of getting an accurate population total, citing
how it “could mean the difference between more or
less funding for Scotch Plains.” The Reverend
Shawn T. Wallace, Sr., pastor of St. John’s Baptist
Church and a member of the Scotch Plains Census
Complete Count Committee, echoed these senti-
ments by encouraging members of the community
to attend the upcoming Census program at his
church. Local information can be found at
scotchplainsnj.gov/departments/2020-census.

A group of 18 high-school students recently were
honored by the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders for having created the winning slogan
for a county-wide 2020 Census campaign.

We likewise urge everyone in our readership area
to attend planned local forums and visit online
resources in order to educate themselves about the
2020 Census, prepare to participate, and alleviate
any privacy concerns. Information gathered through
the Census will significantly affect the blueprint of
our communities over the next decade and beyond,
something in which we all have a stake.

As New Jersey and the rest of the nation celebrates
February as Black History Month, the Cranford
Board of Education last week approved the rededi-
cation of the Cranford High School Library in honor
of Dr. Deborah Cannon Partridge Wolfe, a 1933
graduate of CHS. Dr. Wolfe passed away on Septem-
ber 3, 2004.

She was the first African-American to serve on and
later chaired the New Jersey State Board of Higher
Education; the first African-American female minis-
ter to be ordained by the American Baptist Church,
as well as the first African-American to serve on the
Seton Hall University Board of Regents, according
to a resolution passed by the school board.

Dr. Wolfe was appointed to three presidential
advisory commissions and served as an educational
advisor to Presidents John F. Kennedy and Lyndon
B. Johnson. She also served as chief of the Education
and Labor Committee for the United States House of
Representatives from 1962 to 1965.

“Her illustrious career has been referred to as a career
of ‘teaching and preaching,’” according to the resolu-
tion. “She received over 26 Honorary Doctorates from
colleges and universities across the country.”

She also served during the course of her career as
the chair of all Non-Governmental Organizations at
the United Nations, vice-president of the American
Council on Human Rights, as well as president of the
Alliance of Black School Educators, and vice-presi-
dent of the National Council of Negro Women.

We commend the Cranford Board of Education
for rededicating the CHS library to honor the many
accomplishments of Dr. Wolfe and also to help keep
her name in the minds of current and future students.

As part of Union County’s celebration of Black
History Month, this Monday, February 10, at noon,
the Freeholder Board will recognize the 400th anni-
versary of the transatlantic slave trade and its rever-
berations in life today with a free educational “Lunch
and Learn” event. It will take place in the Freeholder
meeting room on the sixth floor in the Union County
Administration Building in Elizabeth.

On Thursday, February 13, from 7 to 8 p.m., resi-
dents and visitors are invited to Union County’s
Trailside Nature and Science Center, located at 452
New Providence Road, Mountainside, to “meet” Rosa
Parks in a first-person interpreter presentation by
Alexandra Ford of the American Historical Theatre.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Alex Mirabella
amirabella@ucnj,org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419

All Welcome to Interfaith Dialogue
WESTFIELD — All are welcome

to a dialogue on Monday, March 16,
between Father Anthony Randazzo
and Rabbi Charles A. Kroloff during
a Lunch & Learn event at Temple
Emanu-El. The discussion will take
place between 11:30 a.m. and 12:30
p.m. and will be followed by a com-
plimentary lunch.

Father Randazzo is pastor of the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. He and Rabbi Kroloff, rabbi
emeritus of Temple Emanu-El, will ex-
plore the wide scope of American reli-
gious life, Israel and contemporary so-

ciety. They also will welcome probing
questions and comments from the audi-
ence. The temple is located at 756 East
Broad Street, Westfield. For further
information, call (908) 232-6770, ex-
tension no. 117, or visit tewnj.org.


