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Volunteers Sought for
Medical Reserve Corps

COUNTY — The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders invites residents
to become Union County Medical Re-
serve Corps volunteers and receive free
CPR training on Saturday, February 22
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

“The Medical Reserve Corps is com-
posed of Union County residents who
have made the commitment to step up as
additional assistance in the event of an
emergency,” said Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella. “Whether it’s a de-
structive storm, a public health threat or a
purposeful attack, Union County is better
prepared to respond to emergencies,
thanks to citizen involvement through
the Medical Reserve Corps.”

Participants will earn 3.5 Public Health
Continuing Education credits with the
completion of this training.Eligible ap-
plicants should be adults age 18 and
older, active or retired healthcare profes-
sionals in good standing, non-medically
trained community members with a com-
mitment to their community, public health
professionals, or students of a health pro-
fession. In addition, residents willing to
be trained to fill key support positions are
also welcome to apply.

The Medical Reserve Corps consists
of more than 200 medical and non-medi-
cal professionals. It was developed in
order to help the county prepare for emer-
gencies on a regional basis.

Through the Medical Reserve Corps,

disaster planners can swiftly identify com-
munity members who have a professional
background that enables them to provide
assistance during an emergency. The ad-
ditional volunteers enable trained re-
sponders to focus their efforts on priority
situations that require specialized skills.

The Reserve Corps also helps to en-
sure that more citizens throughout Union
County are prepared to provide assis-
tance in an emergency. In case an extreme
event makes travel difficult, Reserve
Corps members can help out locally until
career responders arrive.

Many Medical Reserve Corps volun-
teers have a background in health care
fields, but medical training is not needed
in order to join. Communications, trans-
portation, emergency shelter management
and other related skills play a critical role
in effective emergency response.

Medical Reserve Corps volunteers
participate in training and planning ses-
sions, and they also conduct public out-
reach efforts on a regular basis.

All participants must be registered with
Union County Medical Reserve Corps.
Being that space is limited for this event,
interested residents should call (908) 518-
5631 to register.

For more information on the Union
County Medical Reserve Corps, contact
the Union County MRC Unit Coordina-
tor, Lovely Randle, at (908) 518-5631 or
email uchealth@ucnj.org.

‘Operation Helping Hand’
Expanded to 24/7, 365 Days

Courtesy County of Union
OPERATION HELPING HAND....Union County Acting Prosecutor Lyndsay
Ruotolo speaks at last Tuesday’s press conference on Union County becoming the
first county to expand the Operation Helping Hand addiction intervention
program to 24 hours, seven days a week, 365 days a year. Also pictured are State
Assembly Republican Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield), left,
Attorney General Gurbir Grewal, standing next to Ms. Ruotolo, and to the right
of Ms. Ruotolo, Freeholders Chris Hudak and Bette Jane Kowalski, and Preven-
tion Links Chief Executive Officer Morgan Thompson.

COUNTY — Union County is poised to
become the first county in New Jersey to
expand the Operation Helping Hand addic-
tion intervention program to operate year-
round, 24-hours a day, according to a joint
announcement made last week by New
Jersey Attorney General Gurbir Grewal,
acting Union County Prosecutor Lyndsay
Ruotolo, and Prevention Links Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Morgan Thompson.

Under the new program, all suspects ar-
rested in the county for low-level possessory
offenses involving heroin or other opioids
will be offered face-to-face access to reha-
bilitative services at the time of arrest.

The program is part of an effort to
address the ongoing opioid epidemic,
which continues to affect New Jersey and
the country generally. In the past five
years, more than 500 people in Union
County have died due to a drug overdose.

“The opioid epidemic has had a devas-
tating cost in lives lost and futures dimin-
ished. We in law enforcement recognize
that while we continue to aggressively
investigate and prosecute those who profit
from poisoning the people we serve, we
must do more in our fight to save the lives
of those who have fallen prey to addic-
tion. Operation Helping Hand 24/7/365
is our effort to do more, and we are
grateful for the partnership we have with
Prevention Links, and the support we
have from state and county government,
to accomplish this goal of doing more,”
Prosecutor Ruotolo said.

In support of the new initiative, Prosecu-
tor Ruotolo has issued a directive mandat-
ing that every law enforcement agency

countywide put protocols in place to ensure
a smooth and all-encompassing implemen-
tation of the program. The initiative re-
quires that law enforcement officers offer
all individuals arrested for possessory level
opioid offenses the option to meet face-to-
face with a peer recovery coach from Pre-
vention Links at the time of their arrest. If
the individual decides to avail themselves
of the program, a peer recovery coach from
Prevention Links will respond to police
headquarters to meet with the individual to
discuss recovery options and coordinate
access to services. The individual’s crimi-
nal charges are not discharged, but as Ms.
Ruotolo said, “not doing more in that mo-
ment is a lost opportunity for law enforce-
ment to bring help to those who need it.”

“Union County’s expansion of its Op-
eration Helping Hand program to a year-
round, 24/7 service demonstrates the kind
of commitment we were looking for when
we encouraged counties to implement
pilot programs reflecting OHH’s core
concept of proactively engaging law en-
forcement in reaching out to at-risk indi-
viduals,” Attorney General Grewal said.

In May 2019, Union County law en-
forcement agencies pooled their resources
for a second week-long Operation Help-
ing Hand session, during which approxi-
mately 88 percent of the 148 people con-
tacted through the program agreed to
engage in some form of rehabilitative
assistance. Of the individuals who ac-
cepted help, 56 were entered into inpa-
tient detox treatment, 43 entered inten-
sive outpatient or community-based sup-
port program, and 29 entered medically
assisted treatment.

Earlier this year, Prosecutor Ruotolo
formed the Opioid Task Force, which
operates out of the Major Crimes Divi-
sion of the Prosecutor’s Office, and tasked
it with helping persons suffering from
opioid addiction get the help necessary to
address their disease, while also aggres-
sively investigating those profiting from
the sale of heroin and the fentanyl.

In 2017, the Community Law Enforce-
ment Addiction Recovery (CLEAR) pro-
gram was launched. Through the program,
citizens seeking help can travel to the Union
County Sheriff’s Office in the New Annex
Courthouse in Elizabeth or the Union
County Police Department headquarters in
Westfield on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
where they can be connected to addiction
recovery services and turn over user-level
quantities of drugs and paraphernalia with-
out fear of arrest, prosecution, or question-
ing. These services will continue under the
expanded program.

Bill to Alcohol at Non-Profit
Theaters Now Law

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Minority Leader Tom Kean (R-21st,
Westfield) and Senator Michael Testa’s
(R-1st, Vineland) legislation to boost
support for the arts through allowing
alcohol sales at small, non-profit theaters
has been signed into law.

“This law will encourage more New
Jerseyans to go their local theater where
they can grab a drink, sit back, and
enjoy the show,” Mr. Kean said. “Giv-
ing small theaters the opportunity to
serve alcohol opens an untapped rev-
enue stream to support plays and per-
formances. This will increase foot traf-
fic and ticket sales, and bolster non-
profit theater’s bottom lines across the
Garden State.”

“Local theaters give back to our com-
munities in numerous ways,” Mr. Testa
said. “This new law will help many local
theaters in South Jersey continue to grow
and succeed.”

Mr. Kean’s bipartisan law, A-1478/S-
1648, will permit non-profit theaters with
50 seats or more to apply for liquor licenses.

Mr. Testa is a co-sponsor of the law.
Mr. Kean, a longtime supporter of the

arts, is a member of the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts. He has been named
a Distinguished Arts Advocate by
ArtPride NJ.

Mr. Kean is also the first co-sponsor of
S-247, which would increase annual state
funding for the arts, historical heritage,
and tourism.

“Supporting the arts, particularly small
non-profits, will strengthen every aspect
of New Jersey’s vibrant arts community,”
Mr. Kean said. “This law will help ven-
ues serve patrons a memorable ‘night at
the theater’ experience that will help the
arts and the local economy flourish.

Scotch Plains to Hold
Census Town Hall on Feb. 20

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Township
of Scotch Plains will host a 2020 Census
information session and town hall meet-
ing on Thursday, February 20, at 7 p.m. at
St. John’s Baptist Church, located at 2387
Morse Avenue.

The event is being organized and run
by the Scotch Plains Census Complete
Count Committee. The event will help
prepare residents in advance of receiving
their census questionnaires in mid to late
March. Everyone from the public is in-
vited to attend.

This information session and town
hall meeting will provide residents with
information about the importance of
the 2020 Census. Residents will also
have the opportunity to ask questions
to members of the Scotch Plains Com-
plete Count Committee and U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau staff.

“Getting a complete count of Scotch
Plains residents in 2020 is a must,” said
Mayor Al Smith, chairman of the Census
Complete Count Committee. “In 2010,
Scotch Plains had an 87 percent response
rate. While this is an excellent response
rate, that 13 percent non-response rate
could mean the difference between more
or less funding for Scotch Plains. We
need a complete count.”

“Completing the Census is part of your
civic duty and all residents should com-
plete their census questionnaires when
they receive them,” said Councilman Roc
White, township council liaison to the
Census Complete Count Committee.
“Census results will determine our Con-
gressional and state legislative represen-
tation as well as the distribution of key
funds to our community on services rang-
ing from roads, infrastructure, schools,
libraries, and emergency services. Fail-
ure to complete your census could deny
us critical recourses.”

“St. John’s Baptist Church is hon-
ored to host this very important Town
Hall meeting,” said Reverend Shawn
Wallace, a member of the Scotch Plains
Census Complete Count Committee. “I
strongly encourage my parishioners and
welcome all members of the public to
come to St. John’s Baptist Church to
learn about the importance of the Cen-
sus.”

For more information about the 2020
Census visit, https://2020census.gov/ or
https://www.scotchplainsnj.gov/depart-
ments/2020-census/ or contact. Tom
Strowe, township census coordinator, at
(908) 322-6700, extension 317 or
tstrowe@scotchplainsnj.com.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
PROMOTED...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli, left, joined Undersheriffs
Dennis Burke, right, and Amilcar Colon, second from left, in congratulating newly
promoted Sheriff’s Captain Frank Miller, Lieutenant Patrick Hyland and Ser-
geant Ashley Yasinski during a ceremony in Elizabeth.

Bramnick: Energy Master
Plan Ignores What NJ
Residents can afford

TRENTON — Assembly Republican
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) has called on Governor Phil
Murphy to think about what residents can
afford before he acts on his energy master
plan. Mr. Bramnick says Gov. Murphy
needs a more thoughtful approach to ramp-
up clean energy.

“A significant amount of the state’s
energy comes from natural gas, which has
substantially reduced pollution and en-
ergy bills,” Mr. Bramnick said. “Any plan
needs to include natural, and if his plan is
going to stop development in New Jersey
that calls for serious legislative hearings.”

New Jersey residents and businesses
pay some of the highest electric rates in
the country, and they have increased since
Democrats added surcharges to utility
bills, the Republican said.

“Murphy’s plan will drive-up costs on
families, seniors and businesses while
they already struggle to afford New
Jersey’s extreme tax burden,” continued
Mr. Bramnick. “Once again he doesn’t
take into account what people can afford
if it doesn’t help his agenda. The state
shouldn’t be making it more difficult for

people to make ends meet.”
Natural gas currently supplies over

half of electricity across the state, and
three-quarters of home heating. Renew-
able energy and nuclear power supply the
rest of energy needs; about 5 percent and
a third, respectively.

Chatman Keynote
Speaker for Breakfast
COUNTY — The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced that internationally known lead-
ership coach Tony Chatman will be the
keynote speaker for the fourth annual
Union County Means Business Network-
ing Breakfast to be held Wednesday,
February 19 at 8:30 a.m. at the Kean
University STEM Building, 1075 Mor-
ris Avenue in Union Township.

The event is open to all Union
County business owners, managers
and entrepreneurs. Breakfast is in-
cluded and preregistration is required
online at ucnj.org/ucmb.


