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TIMES IN NICARAGUA... A recent copy of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
accompanied Tom Strowe on his recent trip to Mombacho, a stratovolcano in
Nicaragua, near the city of Granada.

Garwood Woman, 65, Dies
After Struck In Intersection

GARWOOD — A 65-year-old
Garwood woman has died from her
injuries sustained after being struck
in the crosswalk Thursday night at the
intersection of Second Avenue and
Cedar Street in Garwood.

According to police, at approxi-
mately 6:15 p.m. officers from the
responded to the intersection for a
reported motor-vehicle collision in-
volving a pedestrian.

“The investigating officers can con-
firm that a black Dodge Charger head-
ing west bound on Second Avenue
stopped at the stop sign at the inter-
section of Cedar Street to make a left-
hand turn. Upon proceeding into the
intersection the vehicle struck a pe-
destrian, identified as Nedra I. Clark
from Garwood who was crossing
Cedar Street west to east in a marked
crosswalk. Ms. Clark was treated at
the scene and transported by Garwood
First Aid Squad to University Hospi-

tal in Newark where she succumbed
to her injuries overnight,” according
to a police department press release.

The driver, a 23-year-old man,
called 911 and remained on scene and
is cooperating fully with the ongoing
investigation, police said.

“The preliminary investigation sug-
gests that neither speed nor alcohol
were contributing factors,” accord-
ing to the release.

Mayor Sara Todisco also released
a statement.

“This is a real tragedy and on be-
half of our entire community, I want
to express my deepest condolences to
the family and friends of Nedra
Clark,” Mayor Todisco said.

“I take pedestrian safety very seri-
ously as does our police department.
It remains a top priority for us and we
will make sure we get a full under-
standing of what occurred last week,”
she said.
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County GOP Convention
liberal members of Congress.”

Committee members selected re-
tired Jersey City detective Mark
Razzolli, an Old Bridge councilman,
who changed from a Democrat to
Republican, to carry the GOP organi-
zational line in the 12th Congres-
sional District, which includes
Fanwood and Plainfield and most of
Scotch Plains.

In addition, committee members
nominated David Winkler to receive
the county line in the Eighth Congres-
sional District, which includes Eliza-
beth, and Michael Barnett in the 10th
Congressional District, which in-
cludes Hillside, Linden, Rahway,
Roselle, Roselle Park and part of
Union.

At the county level, Peter Lijoi of
Summit was picked to run for Union
County clerk, a position held for many
years by Democrat Joanne Rajoppi.
The committee’s executive board will
look for candidates to run for county
sheriff, a position held by former Hill-
side police detective Peter Corvelli, a
Democrat.

The committee selected former
Garwood councilman Joe Sarno of
Scotch Plains, Mark Shore of
Westfield and Paul Verzosa of Union

for freeholder. Mr. Sarno ran for free-
holder in 2018.

The party selected Donald Trump
to head the Primary ticket as Presi-
dent. Four years ago, the committee
nominated former Ohio Governor
John Kasich over Mr. Trump, al-
though he won the Primary in Union
County.

Ms. Zimmerman, a township resi-
dent for nearly 20 years, said she is
eager to join a Democratic team that is
“squarely focused on improving the
quality of life for all Scotch Plains
residents through an inclusive govern-
ment that hears all ideas and concerns.”

Two seats on the governing body
are up for grabs in November—the
mayoral spot and a council seat—are
presently held by Mayor Smith and
Ted Spera, both Republicans. A
Democratic sweep would give the
party a 5-to-0 majority for the first
time in anyone’s memory while twin
Republican wins would maintain the
current 3-to-2 Democratic edge. In

the five elections since township vot-
ers directly elected the mayor—prior
to 2000, council members chose one
of their own to serve as mayor for
one-year terms—Republicans have
won four elections and Democrats
have won one, in 2012.

Incumbent mayors have been re-
elected only once, in 2004. In 2012,
incumbent Republican mayor Mary
DePaola, who took over as mayor six
months earlier after the previous
mayor Nancy Malool resigned, was
defeated in 2012 by Democrat Kevin
Glover, who in turn was defeated in
his re-election bid four years later by
Mayor Smith.
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Losardo to Run for Mayor

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwod Times
THANK YOU, LEN ZANOWICZ..Former Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Wrestling Coach Len Zanowicz, who was
at the helm from 1973 to 1994 and amassed a 201-77-4 record, was honored at the Wrestling Alumni Night on January 31.
In addition to his many other accomplishments, it has been decided that the Annual Senior Male and Female Athlete of the
Year Awards will be known as the Len Zanowicz Awards.

He admitted that parking remains
“thorny,” with perhaps one additional
on-site parking space added, but he
said it’s possible that on-street park-
ing will be permitted. Mayor Mahr
also pointed out that the nearby train
station parking lot is available and
free after 3 p.m.

Later this month, the council will
pass a resolution in support of the
library’s state grant application and a
separate resolution guaranteeing the
borough’s half of any funding for
construction. It’s expected that the
borough’s funds will come from
bonds. The applications are due to
the state between Monday, March 9
and Monday, April 6, with awards
announced by June.
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Fanwood

$745,000 bond ordinance to finance
the digitization of all documents
and other paperwork in the munici-
pal building.

At the start of the meeting, Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Stamler read a
proclamation declaring February as
American Heart Month. In conjunc-
tion with that designation, a Women’s
Heart Health fair will be held this
Saturday, February 8, at the JCC of
Central New Jersey on Martine Av-
enue from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Mayor Smith also read a lengthy
proclamation outlining the history
of the women’s suffrage movement
in honor of the 100th anniversary of
the adoption of the 19th Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution. In
February 1920, New Jersey became
the 29th state to ratify that amend-
ment. Next week, the municipal
building and Alan Augustine Vil-
lage Green will be lighted in purple,
the color of the early suffrage move-
ment, the mayor said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains

Photo courtesy of Township of Scotch Plains
CHIEF’S AWARD...Al Gialanella receives the Chief's Award at the Scotch
Plains Fire Department annual Awards Ceremony at The Tavern at The Ash
Brook Golf Course on January 25, when the department recognized its officers
for outstanding achievements and milestone years of service.Appraiser: No Neg. Impact

To Home Values From Tower
By JENNIFER GLACKIN

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Mark Tinder, a
real estate appraiser for Verizon, the
applicant,, presented two studies of
New Jersey properties near mono-
pole sites at the Cranford Board of
Adjustment meeting on Monday in
support of Verizon’s proposed cell
tower at Union County College.

Mr. Tinder, who has been an ap-
praiser for 34 years, said he has “yet
to see any negative impact on market
values” for homes near monopole
sites. He presented two recent studies
he conducted which illustrate this
point: one in Springfield and another
in Hawthorne. Each of the control
homes in the study were near a mono-
pole site and sold for a comparable
price to similar homes sold in the
townships that were not in visibility
range of the monopole. Mr. Tinder
said the Springfield property is ap-
proximately 180 feet from a 150-foot
monopole and the Hawthorne prop-
erty is 430 feet from a 129-foot mono-
pole. Mr. Tinder used the Google
Earth distance calculator to deter-
mine the distance from the property
to the cell sites. Board member Dan
Ashenbach said the maps presented
to the board indicated more space
between and he planned to visit the
Springfield site himself.

Mr. Tinder also said that he cannot
“prove the negative” nor “predict the
future,” and tell the board that cell sites
will not have a negative impact in the
future, but his research over the past 20
years reinforces his current opinion.

Many board members questioned
Mr. Tinder’s studies. Board members
Chris Ashrafi, Christine Daly, and
David Solomon said that the two stud-
ies presented are not enough to prove
a lack of negative impact. Mr. Tinder
mentioned a previous study in
Mendham in response to this ques-
tion, but did not have the data to
present at the meeting.

Mr. Ashrafi and Mr. Solomon also
questioned Mr. Tinder about whether
his studies have any substantiation by
a real estate association, which Mr.
Tinder said there were none. Board
member Shaun Rees asked if Mr. Tin-
der if he has ever published these

findings in a peer reviewed journal,
which Mr. Tinder has not. Mr. Rees
also asked Mr. Tinder if he knew of
anyone else who does this type of
study or had any information indicat-
ing the opposite of his findings. Mr.
Tinder answered no to both questions.

Board members also questioned
the validity of the studies regarding
the comparability of the townships
presented and the Cranford neigh-
borhood, “The College Estates,”
where the cell tower is proposed. Mr.
Tinder said his research has shown
that the economic status of the town
has not impacted any of the studies he
has done. No matter the area of the
state analyzed, Mr. Tinder said, the
real estate market “does not react in
any negative way” to these telecom-
munication sites.

His studies all use the same premise
whether it is an “increasing, decreas-
ing or stable market,” Mr. Tinder
said. He continued, saying he com-
pares a home within proximity of a
monopole or other telecommunica-
tion site to one in the same town with
similar specifications (ie. number of
bedrooms or bathrooms, similar de-
sign features, etc), but farther away
from the cell site. In all different
markets around the state, said Mr.
Tinder, the conclusion has been the
same. Mr. Tinder said that had he
found a market that had a different
result, he would not be able to make
this claim.

Gerald Grillo, a real estate broker
and resident of Cranford, asked Mr.
Tinder if he was aware that the house
on Princeton Road, directly behind
the proposed monopole site, is cur-
rently on the market and marketed,
according to Mr. Grillo, around
$100,000 less than comparable prop-
erties in the area. Mr. Tinder was
unaware of this. According to Zillow,
the property has been on sale since
October of 2019.

The application hearing will con-
tinue at the Monday, February 10
meeting in the municipal building. A
revised schedule, with more meeting
dates and a new decision date, is
available on the board’s website https:/
/www.cranfordnj.org/zoning-board-
adjustment.

Health Bd. OKs Ordinance
Restricting Vape Sales

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The board of health
unanimously Monday night passed
an ordinance on second reading pro-
hibiting businesses that sell food, li-
quor and motor fuel from concur-
rently selling electronic cigarettes,
vaporizers, or vape-related nicotine-
infused products. The goal of the
ordinance is to help reduce Westfield
adolescents’ exposure to sale of these
products and deter possible underage
sales, stated Westfield Board of Health
President Dr. Lawrence Budnick.
Stores that offer vaporizers, nicotine
juices and other electronic nicotine
products will only be allowed to sell
them to customers age 21 and older,
stated Dr. Budnick.

“We are not forcing the business
owner to sell or not sell vaporizers.
It’s their choice which license they
choose to hold or apply for,” Dr.
Budnick said.

Each year at license renewal time or
upon opening the business, the propri-
etor will decide whether he or she will
choose to hold a liquor, retail motor fuel
and/or food license versus an electronic
smoking device license, he explained.

“A food license applies to busi-
nesses selling even food as simple as
packaged candy bars,” said Westfield
Regional Health Department Direc-
tor Megan Avallone.

Westfield 7-Eleven owner Risa
Kasan told the board that the ordi-
nance punishes business owners who
have followed the rules by not selling
electronic smoking devices or nico-
tine products to minors.

“Whenever a customer purchases
any nicotine product, our system
makes us scan their driver’s license to
verify the purchase,” South Avenue
7-Eleven owner Hiren Parikh said.

Mr. Kasan said New Jersey legisla-
tors approved banning all flavored
nicotine juices from being sold
throughout New Jersey. Nicotine juices
with flavors such as cherry, s’mores
and birthday cake, amongst various
others, have a direct marketing appeal
to minors, stated Dr. Budnick. He said
such direct marketing appeal prompted
state lawmaker to act.

Mr. Kasan said 7-Eleven being
forced to choose between food and
electronic nicotine devices was exces-
sive given the existing multiple layers
of enforcement from the state raising
the legal age to 21, the banning of
flavored nicotine, and existing enforce-
ment conducted by the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department.

Both in Westfield and nationally,
the “vaporizing epidemic” has cre-
ated a culture where users start ex-
perimenting with alternative nicotine
products as early as middle school,
stated Dr. Budnick. He said vapor-
ized nicotine products can cause im-
mediate illnesses while acting as a
gateway to traditional combustible
nicotine products.

Board member Elizabeth Talmont
said the board of health is helping to
eliminate a growing national health
crisis as vaporized nicotine has been
linked to lung conditions emerging in
the first year of use.

Board member and Westfield
school health teacher Sharon Dorry
said she has collected anonymous
surveys from Westfield middle-school

students, in which more than 35 per-
cent reported having tried a vapor-
ized nicotine product.

The board of health has taken a
proactive approach to addressing a
national health crisis, stated board
member Steve Gorelick.

“Too often in this country we have
waited too long to address social
health issues. It took 40 years for
Americans to begin unwinding the
truth surrounding the cigarette indus-
try,” Mr. Gorelick said.

In other business, resident Dominque
Venezia addressed the board of health’s
approach towards eliminating religious
exemptions for vaccinations. Ms.
Venezia said she was not at the meeting
to oppose the board’s viewpoint, but
the way the board has marginalized
“non-vaccinated” persons.

Ms. Venezia directed her comments
toward Ms. Avallone, who has recently
published a peer-supported op-edito-
rial on nj.com. Ms. Venezia said Ms.
Avallone described her “fear for her
children” in a way which “sticks” with
people who are being taught to be
aggressive, disrespectful and
unaccepting towards those who choose
not to have their children vaccinated.

Ms. Venezia presented Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention ar-
ticles which draw a correlation be-
tween unvaccinated children creat-
ing viral outbreaks. Ms. Venezia said
Ms. Avallone is promoting “inflam-
matory” and “fear-driven” responses
from residents.

“I feel like this is being done like a
lobby. A lobby for vaccinations,” Ms.
Venezia said.

Courtesy of Dean Talcott
FANWOOD FRANK PREDICTS
EARLY SPRING...As the nation cel-
ebrated Groundhog Day on Sunday,
Fanwood Frank lives in an oak tree on
the edge of the Fanwood Nature Cen-
ter. The good news is that, Frank
agrees with his rodent relatives and
predicted that there will be an early
spring. Thank you, Frank!
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