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Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EMERGENCY ROAD WORK...Emergency utility crews work tirelessly to
repair an accidental cut in the fiber-optic cable lines on the westbound side of
West Broad Street in Scotch Plains last Thursday. Normal traffic routes were
detoured from Martine Avenue to White Oak Road most of the day. Work was
completed by the evening rush hour.

Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PICKING CANDIDATES...Union County Republicans hold their convention
last Wednesday at Kean University’s STEM building to select candidates for
President, U.S. Senate, Congress, as well as county freeholder, for the June 2
Primary Election.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Republicans Pick Mehta for
Senate, Razzolli for Congress

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION — The Union County Re-
publican Committee picked candi-
dates for President, United States
Senate, Congress in the 7th, 8th, 10th
and 12th Districts, county clerk and
county freeholder at its convention
last Wednesday at Kean University in
Union.

Committee members selected State
Senate Republican Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. as their candidate for
the House of Representatives in New
Jersey’s 7th Congressional District.
The district includes Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Kenilworth, Mountainside, New
Providence, part of Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Summit, part of Union,
Westfield and Winfield. Mr. Kean, a
Westfield resident, received 198 votes
to three votes for Robert Tugman of
Summit.

“Thank you. We will make you
proud. We won’t mess up,” Mr. Kean
said following the vote.

The first county GOP to hold a
convention in 2020, members picked
Rik Mehta of Chester, Morris County,
over Hirsh Singh for U.S. Senate by a
vote of 138 to 82. Also receiving
votes were attorney Stuart Meissner
of Bergen County, a former New York
trial prosecutor, who garnered eight
tallies, and former Monmouth County
freeholder Gary Rich of Spring Lake,
with 11 votes. Tricia Flanagan, a
former biochemist who worked in the
pharmaceutical industry, and Natalie
Rivera did not receive any nomina-
tions, as required by convention rules
to be included in the vote. Both ran as
Independents for Senate in 2018.

“Thank you very much. It is an
absolute honor to be on the ticket with
Tom Kean...We’re going to make New
Jersey a place to live, not leave. Let’s
be Jersey proud together. Let’s do this

together,” Mr. Mehta told the con-
vention crowd.

Mr. Mehta said his wife is a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School gradu-
ate. A first-generation American, he
started his career as a pharmacist,
went to law school and worked at the
Federal Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA).

In a Facebook post following the
convention, Mr. Singh said, “The
person endorsed by the GOP elite of
Union County [Wednesday] was a
Democrat who extols Obamacare and
is a favorite of Democrat politician
and D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser, who
gave him a political appointment.”
Mr. Singh, an aerospace engineer who
ran for governor in 2017, vowed to
win the June Primary.

County GOP Chairman Glenn
Mortimer said the committee moved
its convention date up this year be-
cause the state is expected to move up
the filing deadline for nominating
petitions for the Tuesday, June 2 Pri-
mary Election. “When they (Congres-
sional candidates) win this one (Union
County convention), they will have a
leg up on everyone else,” Mr.
Mortimer said.

“Our nation has some very serious
decisions to make this year. The
Democrats have come up with candi-
dates who believe that Americans are
all the victims of something. They
believe the individual has no control
over their own life,” he said in his
Convention speech. “People who
work hard, save and play by the rules
will subsidize those who don’t” he
said of Democrats’ positions.

He said New Jersey Democratic
House members, including Tom
Malinowski of Somerset County in
the 7th District and Bonnie Watson
Coleman of Mercer County in the
12th District, are “among the most

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Scotch Plains Democrats Select
Losardo to Run For Mayor

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship Democratic Committee last week
unanimously selected Deputy Mayor
Josh Losardo to run for mayor in
November and chose Ellen
Zimmerman as its candidate for a seat
on the township council.

Mr. Losardo was elected to the
council in 2018 when the Democrats
regained control of the five-member
governing body and has served as
deputy mayor to Republican Mayor
Alexander Smith last year and this
year. In that time, the two have worked
together not only on council matters
but also on the downtown redevelop-

ment committee and the affordable-
housing advisory committee.

“I don’t think there are Republican,
Democratic or independent ways of
thinking on most municipal issues,”
Mr. Losardo told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. Referring to the
mayor, he added, “Neither of us wants
to raise taxes. We want our streets and
schools safe, neighborhoods and parks
clean. I think it makes a lot of sense
that we’ve generally supported the
same things.”

The township Republican Commit-
tee will announce its candidates later
this month, and Mayor Smith pre-
ferred not to comment when con-
tacted this week about the upcoming

race until his party’s candidates had
been selected.

It’s certain that downtowns rede-
velopment and affordable housing will
be top issues this fall as the first
phases of the redevelopment effort
are set to get underway in the coming
months. The township’s developer
for the downtown properties is ex-
pected to present detailed plans in the
next month or so on how several
hundred new housing units will be
configured along with new commer-
cial property space in the downtown.
Plans for a new library, municipal
building and emergency first-re-
sponder headquarters will also be
presented.

A key consideration will be the
price that the developer, Advance
Realty Investors—the Bedminster
firm that is developing a redevelop-
ment plan for the downtown business
district—and its partner, PS&S Engi-
neering, will put forth for the munici-
pal properties. Funds from the sale of
the municipal properties will be used
to construct the new municipal facili-
ties.

Relocating the municipal complex
and police and fire headquarters out
of the downtown has led to vocal
protests from residents living near
the top of Westfield Avenue, which is
under serious consideration as a loca-
tion for those facilities. At several
recent meetings of the downtown re-
development committee, Mr. Losardo
has said that, in the face of resident
opposition, other options are being
considered.

And he expects that redevelopment
issues will be a big topic of discussion
during the campaign, telling The Times
that he does see differences emerging
between himself and the mayor and
that “the voters will eventually have an
opportunity to weigh in on what they
think is the best way of proceeding.”

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BARNES TRACT TOWNHOUSES...Construction is underway on the parcel of
land known as the Barnes Tract on Mountain Avenue in Mountainside, where
26 townhomes are set to be built.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANOTHER COMMUTER NIGHTMARE...Commuters are faced on Monday night with massive 90-minute delays in NJ
Transit service out of Penn Station due to a disabled train in the tunnel and a power outage.

Fanwood Library Reps. Seek
Grants to Fund a Modern Facility

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Representatives
from the library intend to apply for a
state grant to help fund the construc-
tion of a new library to replace the
nearly-70-year-old facility.

At the borough council’s meeting
on Monday evening, Mayor Colleen
Mahr noted that a new library has
been discussed for a number of years
but said that “the conversation took
center stage” when state voters two
years ago approved a $125-million
library bond. State officials recently
announced the process and schedule
for municipalities to apply for grants

from that bond, with the first of two
tranches of money—87.5 million—
to be earmarked for construction of
new facilities. The state will fund up
to 50 percent of any project, and it
was estimated that a new Fanwood
library will cost about $6.9 million.

Ann Minski, president of the
library’s board of trustees, said a new,
modern facility is needed because the
existing building is “old and not suf-
ficient” for the needs of the commu-
nity and is “very small and does not
address all of our needs.” She pointed
out that the library is the most used
public building in Fanwood. She
called the state grant money “a fabu-
lous opportunity in front of us. I don’t
want us to miss this.”

The proposed 15,500-square-foot
two-story library will be built on the
same site as the existing facility and
be ADA-compliant and include a large
community room, a business center, a
separate area for teenagers, a
children’s department, quiet study and CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

tutoring areas, computer stations
and—Library Director Dan Weiss
noted—no basement, thus eliminat-
ing the flooding problems that have
plagued the library at times.

The bulk of the library’s book col-
lection will be kept on shelves on a
second-floor mezzanine area over-
looking the lower floor, and Mr. Weiss
said on Monday that there will not be
any decrease in the number of books
carried at the new library.

A variety of conceptual renderings
of the new building were displayed
for the council as were proposed floor
plans. It’s envisioned that the exterior
will have red brick and stucco and
possibly some plank board siding as
well, according to architect John
Weisz. The main entrance will con-
tinue to be from the Forest Road side
of the building.

Mr. Weiss said the proposed new
library “ticks all the boxes” in terms
of the services that will be available.
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Sports -- Blue Devils Stun Cougar
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Raiders Nipped by Elizabeth; Down
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Downtown Developer
Deadline Extended 60 Days

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday extended
by 60 days the deadline for a devel-
oper to finalize and present its pro-
posals to redevelop the four mu-
nicipal-owned properties in the
downtown business district.

“Much progress has been made,”
Mayor Alexander Smith said at the
council’s conference meeting. He
said the extension is being made to
give members of the downtown re-
development committee adequate
time to fully evaluate the proposals
being developed by Advance Re-
alty LLC and its partner, PS&S En-
gineering. The extension means that
any public presentation of the plans
will likely not occur before May.
Councilman Ted Spera said he had
met with Advance on Monday and,
“it looks like things are progressing
in the right way.”

In other business, the mayor
briefly addressed last weekend’s
racial bias incident where someone
used soap to write the letter “N” on
the car of an interracial couple. “We

don’t approve of that,” he said. “We
will do everything we can to pre-
vent that.” The mayor asked that
anyone with possible information
about the incident contact the po-
lice.

The council heard a brief presen-
tation from township engineers on
the forthcoming replacement of two
sanitary sewer pump stations on the
south side of the township. The fa-
cility on Raritan Road will be the
first, according to Bob Lynes of
Mott MacDonald, given its urgent
need to be replaced, with the other
station on Lamberts Mill Road also
slated for repair. The work, said
Township Manager Al Mirabella,
“can happen soon enough.” It is
expected the twin projects will be
completed by this time next year.

The council also passed special
use permits allowing the Darby
Road pub to hold its annual St.
Patrick’s Day celebration in con-
junction with the Police Athletic
League Friday through Sunday,
March 13, 14 and 15. The govern-
ing body additionally introduced a
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