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TIMES IN NICARAGUA...A recent copy of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
accompanied Tom Strowe on his recent trip to Mombacho, a stratovolcano in
Nicaragua, near the city of Granada.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EMERGENCY ROAD WORK...Emergency utility crews work tirelessly to
repair an accidental cut in the fiber-optic cable lines on the westbound side of West
Broad Street in Scotch Plains last Thursday. Normal traffic routes were detoured
from Martine Avenue to White Oak Road most of the day. Work was completed
by the evening rush hour.

Courtesy of Dean Talcott
FANWOOD FRANK PREDICTS
EARLY SPRING...As the nation cel-
ebrated Groundhog Day on Sunday,.
Fanwood Frank lives in an oak tree on
the edge of the Fanwood Nature Cen-
ter. The good news is that, Frank agrees
with his other rodent relatives and pre-
dicted that there will be an early spring.
Thank you Frank.
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County GOP Convention

ing into how it can capitalize on the
regional board of health department,
as it is a profitable entity, Mr. Gildea
said, but current setbacks such as
lack of office space and limited staff
have kept the board of health from
expanding to service other munici-
palities, he explained.

On the expense side, the town’s
largest expenses are group health
insurance and payments to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA). Mr. Gildea said he has been
speaking to the unions about switch-
ing health insurance carriers to aid in
lowering the cost impacts. RVSA
costs rise between $200,000 and
$300,000 every year, while residen-
tial property owners help to offset
the cost through a yearly sewer fee to

the town. Mr. Gildea said that fee is
about half than what some other
municipalities in the state require.
The town also has had to contract
with the Plainfield Municipal Utili-
ties Authority (PMUA) to regularly
clean out the sanitary sewer lines
downtown, a problem the town has
faced for years, with issues such as
sewer backups, and the Department
of Public Works (DPW) could not
keep up with, Mr. Gildea said. PMUA
proactively cleans out the lines to
avoid backups, he said.

In 2020, budget priorities include:
increase parks and recreation oppor-
tunities, fight for Raritan Valley Line
one-seat ride service, automate ser-
vices, establish a circulation and traf-
fic-management plan, traffic safety,
maintain roads, and becoming a
leader in sustainability.

The finance committee held its
first meeting February 1, Ms.
Habgood said. The committee is
expected to present its budget to the
whole town council during the weeks
of March 10 through March 23. A
public presentation is anticipated on
Tuesday, March 24, with public feed-
back considered March 24 through
Tuesday, April 28. On April 28, the
budget is expected to be adopted,
according to the presentation.
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Westfield Budget Preview

liberal members of Congress.”
Committee members selected re-

tired Jersey City detective Mark
Razzolli, an Old Bridge councilman,
who changed from a Democrat to
Republican, to carry the GOP orga-
nizational line in the 12th Congres-
sional District, which includes Fan-
wood and Plainfield and most of
Scotch Plains.

In addition, committee members
nominated David Winkler to receive
the county line in the Eighth Con-
gressional District, which includes
Elizabeth, and Michael Barnett in
the 10th Congressional District,
which includes Hillside, Linden,
Rahway, Roselle, Roselle Park and
part of Union.

At the county level, Peter Lijoi of
Summit was picked to run for Union
County clerk, a position held for
many years by Democrat Joanne
Rajoppi. The committee’s executive
board will look for candidates to run

for county sheriff, a position held by
former Hillside police detective Pe-
ter Corvelli, a Democrat.

The committee selected former
Garwood councilman Joe Sarno of
Scotch Plains, Mark Shore of
Westfield and Paul Verzosa of Union
for freeholder. Mr. Sarno ran for
freeholder in 2018.

The party selected Donald Trump
to head the Primary ticket as Presi-
dent. Four years ago, the committee
nominated former Ohio Governor
John Kasich over Mr. Trump, although
he won the Primary in Union County.

Garwood Woman, 65, Dies
After Struck In Intersection

GARWOOD — A 65-year-old
Garwood woman has died from her
injuries sustained after being struck
in the crosswalk Thursday night at the
intersection of Second Avenue and
Cedar Street in Garwood.

According to police, at approxi-
mately 6:15 p.m. officers from the
responded to the intersection for a
reported motor-vehicle collision in-
volving a pedestrian.

“The investigating officers can
confirm that a black Dodge Charger
heading west bound on Second Av-
enue stopped at the stop sign at the
intersection of Cedar Street to make
a left-hand turn. Upon proceeding
into the intersection the vehicle struck
a pedestrian, identified as Nedra I.
Clark from Garwood who was cross-
ing Cedar Street west to east in a
marked crosswalk. Ms. Clark was
treated at the scene and transported
by Garwood First Aid Squad to Uni-
versity Hospital in Newark where

she succumbed to her injuries over-
night,” according to a police depart-
ment press release.

The driver, a 23-year-old man,
called 911 and remained on scene and
is cooperating fully with the ongoing
investigation, police said.

“The preliminary investigation sug-
gests that neither speed nor alcohol
were contributing factors,” accord-
ing to the release.

Mayor Sara Todisco also released
a statement.

“This is a real tragedy and on
behalf of our entire community, I
want to express my deepest con-
dolences to the family and friends
of Nedra Clark,” Mayor Todisco
said.

“I take pedestrian safety very seri-
ously as does our police department.
It remains a top priority for us and we
will make sure we get a full under-
standing of what occurred last week,”
she said.

findings in a peer reviewed journal,
which Mr. Tinder has not. Mr. Rees
also asked Mr. Tinder if he knew of
anyone else who does this type of
study or had any information indicat-
ing the opposite of his findings. Mr.
Tinder answered no to both ques-
tions.

Board members also questioned the
validity of the studies regarding the
comparability of the townships pre-
sented and the Cranford neighborhood,
“The College Estates,” where the cell
tower is proposed. Mr. Tinder said his
research has shown that the economic
status of the town has not impacted
any of the studies he has done. No
matter the area of the state analyzed,
Mr. Tinder said, the real estate market
“does not react in any negative way” to
these telecommunication sites.

His studies all use the same premise
whether it is an “increasing, decreas-
ing or stable market,” Mr. Tinder
said. He continued, saying he com-
pares a home within proximity of a
monopole or other telecommunica-
tion site to one in the same town with
similar specifications (ie. number of

bedrooms or bathrooms, similar de-
sign features, etc), but farther away
from the cell site. In all different
markets around the state, said Mr.
Tinder, the conclusion has been the
same. Mr. Tinder said that had he
found a market that had a different
result, he would not be able to make
this claim.

Gerald Grillo, a real estate broker
and resident of Cranford, asked Mr.
Tinder if he was aware that the house
on Princeton Road, directly behind
the proposed monopole site, is cur-
rently on the market and marketed,
according to Mr. Grillo, around
$100,000 less than comparable prop-
erties in the area. Mr. Tinder was
unaware of this. According to Zillow,
the property has been on sale since
October of 2019.

The application hearing will con-
tinue at the Monday, February 10
meeting in the municipal building. A
revised schedule, with more meeting
dates and a new decision date, is
available on the board’s website https:/
/www.cranfordnj.org/zoning-board-
adjustment.
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Cranford Cell Tower
Township Hears Depts.’
Capital Budget Requests
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township held
its first capital budget meeting of the
year Tuesday, with department heads
explaining their “asks” for depart-
mental capital improvements.

A group of residents from the South
Union Avenue, Hillcrest Avenue and
James Street area spoke out about
their concerns regarding an under-
ground culvert that has been causing
walkways in the area to deteriorate,
making some areas unsafe to walk,
and asked if that would be addressed
in the capital budget. Wayne Bruseo of
South Union Avenue said, “When the
water runs under the culvert, I can feel
the vibration of water underneath
there.” He said he replaced his drive-
way, which is on James Street, and
three years later there are cracks caused
by the culvert underneath. The engi-
neering department does have James
Street earmarked in the capital budget,
but it is awaiting confirmation from
the gas company before moving for-
ward because the utility is to do re-
placement of gas mains there, and so
the department would do any road-
work after the utility work is complete,
the township committee explained.

TV-35, the local access television
station in the township, is seeking to
replace its three Apple Editors that
are “antiquated,” said Ed Davenport,
head of TV-35 operations for Cran-
ford. They were replaced eight years
ago after Hurricane Irene had wiped
out everything in the studio. The cost
would be $27,000.

The Cranford First Aid Squad is
asking for the township to kick in less
than half the cost for six portable and
two mobile radios. The First Aid
Squad is seeking $20,000 from the
township, while the squad would fund
the balance of $23,749, Captain
Charles Hallax said. The current ra-
dios are borrowed from Union County
and are 10 years old, and the fre-
quency they run on will be obsolete as
the county is switching frequencies,
Mr. Hallax explained. The squad made
1,254 calls last year, he said.

The Downtown Management Cor-
poration (DMC) made six requests,
including a traffic and a parking study,
digital kiosks, electric vehicle (EV)
charging stations, to repaint the
MDTV building, and two archways
placed at the entrances of alleyways
downtown.

A downtown parking study would
asses supply/demand, current and
future trends and provide recommen-
dations for parking; it was estimated
to cost $50,000. The DMC is looking
to close off traffic permanently at
Eastman and Miln Streets to make it
a pedestrian-only space. The DMC is
seeking to do a traffic study, at an
estimated cost of $50,000, to see the

traffic impacts of closing off that road-
way. The DMC proposed a dual port
EV charging station at the parking
garage at Cranford Crossing, at a cost
of $9,000, after a $6,000 grant is
applied. The DMC also asked the
township to cover the cost of the
electrical supply.

The vacant MDTV building on
North Avenue the township had pur-
chased at the end of 2015, and which
has since been dormant, may see a
facelift if the DMC is approved the
$15,000 it requested to paint the exte-
rior and have a mural painted on one
side of the façade to celebrate the
township’s upcoming 150-year anni-
versary. Funds to purchase and install
a digital kiosk that would display
information about the downtown and
events, etc., was requested, and rec-
ommended to be placed at the clock
tower circle downtown. It would cost
$30,000. From the presentation, it
resembles a tall TV screen, similar to
directories seen in malls.

Finally, the DMC is looking to add
an architectural element to two alley-
ways that lead to and from a parking
lot to North Union and North Av-
enues via an archway with signage.
The total cost to fabricate and install
the archways is $27,000.

The Department of Public Works is
seeking a new street sweeper to re-
place the current one that has reached
its life expectancy, a pickup truck, a
roll-off truck and a new tree stump
cutter and grinder, at a total of
$479,676.

The police department is seeking
new handguns for each officer, with a
few spares, two humidifiers for its
civil defense building, and about 20
new School Zone and Pedestrian
flashing signs, as well as replacing
flashing School Zone signs at Walnut
Avenue, Springfield Avenue and Or-
ange Avenue, and adding two new
signs at Brookside Place and Hillside
Avenue.

The current handguns are 15 years
old, where handguns have a typical
life expectancy of 10 years, Chief
Ryan Greco said. The cost for 57
weapons, magazines and three rifles
would be $45,000. The humidifiers
would cost $10,000, and the signs
would cost $150,000. Each pedes-
trian flashing sign costs about $5,000
to 6,000, Chief Greco said.

Engineering is looking for $4 mil-
lion, with half of that to fund road
paving projects. Maser Engineering
discussed the need for drainage at
Makatom Drive, Indian Spring Road,
Orchard Street, as well as Elm Street,
James Street and Mansion Terrace,
Stratford Terrace and Lawn Terrace,
among others.

The township’s administration de-
partment is looking to improve its
technology with an improved backup
system that would use Cloud capa-
bilities, as well as update hourly, in-
stead of daily.

Parks and Recreation is looking to
overhaul the newly-purchased 375
Centennial Avenue building, which
was a former indoor tennis facility, at
a cost of half-a-million dollars. It was
not discussed how the facility would
be upgraded. The department also is
seeking to redo the basketball court
floors at the Community Center with
a new synthetic flooring, and add
wall pads and a new scoreboard, at a
cost of $90,000.
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Bd. of Health Restricts Sale
Of Vape Products

raising the legal age to 21, the ban-
ning of flavored nicotine, and exist-
ing enforcement conducted by the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment.

Both in Westfield and nationally,
the “vaporizing epidemic” has cre-
ated a culture where users start ex-
perimenting with alternative nicotine
products as early as middle school,
stated Dr. Budnick. He said vapor-
ized nicotine products can cause im-
mediate illnesses while acting as a
gateway to traditional combustible
nicotine products.

Board member Elizabeth Talmont
said the board of health is helping to
eliminate a growing national health
crisis as vaporized nicotine has been
linked to lung conditions emerging in
the first year of use.

Board member and Westfield
school health teacher Sharon Dorry
said she has collected anonymous
surveys from Westfield middle-school
students, in which more than 35 per-
cent reported having tried a vapor-
ized nicotine product.

The board of health has taken a
proactive approach to addressing a
national health crisis, stated board
member Steve Gorelick.

“Too often in this country we have
waited too long to address social

health issues. It took 40 years for
Americans to begin unwinding the
truth surrounding the cigarette indus-
try,” Mr. Gorelick said.

In other business, resident
Dominque Venezia addressed the
board of health’s approach towards
eliminating religious exemptions for
vaccinations. Ms. Venezia said she
was not at the meeting to oppose the
board’s viewpoint, but the way the
board has marginalized “non-vacci-
nated” persons.

Ms. Venezia directed her comments
toward Ms. Avallone, who has recently
published a peer-supported op-edito-
rial on nj.com. Ms. Venezia said Ms.
Avallone described her “fear for her
children” in a way which “sticks” with
people who are being taught to be
aggressive, disrespectful and
unaccepting towards those who choose
not to have their children vaccinated.

Ms. Venezia presented Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention ar-
ticles which draw a correlation be-
tween unvaccinated children creat-
ing viral outbreaks. Ms. Venezia said
Ms. Avallone is promoting “inflam-
matory” and “fear-driven” responses
from residents.

“I feel like this is being done like a
lobby. A lobby for vaccinations,” Ms.
Venezia said.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DOWNTOWN CRANFORD…Gabe Bailer, the director of the Downtown Man-
agement Corporation, shows a sample of a kiosk he proposes to be placed
downtown at the clock tower circle, during a capital budget meeting Tuesday. The
kiosk would display information about happenings in the downtown. The town-
ship committee heard requests from each township department for capital expen-
ditures.
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