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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
AN EYE ON THE BUDGET...Westfield Town Administrator Jim Gildea gives an
overview of the 2020 Westfield municipal budget at a meeting in the Westfield
Municipal Building Community Room last Thursday.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
PICKING CANDIDATES...Union County Republicans hold their convention
last Wednesday at Kean University’s STEM building to select candidates for
President, U.S. Senate and Congress, as well as county freeholder, for the June 2
Primary Election.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
BARNES TRACT TOWNHOUSES...Construction is underway on the parcel of
land known as the Barnes Tract on Mountain Avenue in Mountainside, where 26
townhomes are set to be built.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Republicans Pick Mehta for
Senate, Kean for Congress
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Town Looks Ahead to 2020
Budget at Information Session

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During a public
budget information meeting Thurs-
day in the town’s Community Room,
Town Council Finance Committee
Chair Linda Habgood and Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea led a presen-
tation looking back at the town’s
2019 budget goals and results, and a
look ahead to 2020. Last year, the
town was able to keep residential
taxes flat. By the end of December
2019, the surplus rose to $11.5 mil-
lion, while revenue generated was
$1.99 million, down from $4.2 mil-
lion in 2018.

“We have to be very conservative
on the money we hold,” Ms. Habgood

said, noting that the town only earns
1.5 percent on money held in the
bank. “I’d rather leave that money in
your pocket, where maybe you’ll
earn more than 1.5 percent,” she said
to taxpayers.

One way the town is seeking to
increase its tax ratables is through
more commercial development, and
through redevelopment and Payment
In Lieu of Taxes (PILOTs) to fund
town capital projects such as parks
and civic spaces, Mr. Gildea said.

“The mayor is traveling across the
state and finding that other towns
have those (PILOTs) to fund things
such as civic spaces…,” Mr. Gildea
said. Ms. Habgood noted Westfield
has two PILOTs, whereas some of

the municipalities in the state have
many more to help fund projects. A
newer redevelopment project ap-
proved by the planning board is a
100-plus multi-family unit/mixed-
use building by Elite Properties on
South Avenue. Elite has requested a
PILOT, something Mr. Gildea said
was a benefit to the town because it
can give the town more say into how
the building will look aesthetically
and help out with the town’s revenue
through the PILOT. (A PILOT, which
is negotiated between the munici-
pality and the developer, can typi-
cally give a municipality more money
upfront, as opposed to a steady flow
of tax income year over year.)

Commercial property taxes in the
town are considerably lower than
nearby Summit and Cranford, about
9 to 10 percent versus 16 to 17 per-
cent. The town is seeking how it can
take the tax burden off of residents,
who pay about 90 percent of the
property taxes in the 2019 municipal
$27.98-million tax levy, and share
that burden by adding more com-
mercial property owners. The town’s
top three commercial taxpayers are
Lord & Taylor, Duncan Hill Apart-
ments, and Echo Lake Country Club,
Mr. Gildea noted.

The town is seeking to update its
website and fold the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC)
website into the town’s, Mr. Gildea
said. Electric Vehicle (EV) charging
stations are being considered in town
lots, and while the grant applied for
was not given, a private company is
considering supplying them free of
charge to the town, Mr. Gildea said.

In the Westfield Regional Board
of Health Department that services
eight municipalities, a new grant
writer was hired and has so far re-
ceived almost $100,000 in grants,
Mr. Gildea noted. The town is look-

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

UNION — The Union County Re-
publican Committee picked candi-
dates for President, United States
Senate, Congress in the 7th, 8th, 10th
and 12th Districts, county clerk and
county freeholder at its convention
last Wednesday at Kean University in
Union.

Committee members selected State
Senate Republican Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. as their candidate for
the House of Representatives in New
Jersey’s 7th Congressional District.
The district includes Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Kenilworth, Mountainside, New
Providence, part of Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Summit, part of Union,
Westfield and Winfield. Mr. Kean, a
Westfield resident, received 198 votes
to three votes for Robert Tugman of
Summit.

“Thank you. We will make you
proud. We won’t mess up,” Mr. Kean
said following the vote.

The first county GOP to hold a
convention in 2020, members picked
Rik Mehta of Chester, Morris County,
over Hirsh Singh for U.S. Senate by a
vote of 138 to 82. Also receiving
votes were attorney Stuart Meissner
of Bergen County, a former New York
trial prosecutor, who garnered eight
tallies, and former Monmouth County
freeholder Gary Rich of Spring Lake,
with 11 votes. Tricia Flanagan, a
former biochemist who worked in the
pharmaceutical industry, and Natalie
Rivera did not receive any nomina-
tions, as required by convention rules
to be included in the vote. Both ran as
Independents for Senate in 2018.

“Thank you very much. It is an
absolute honor to be on the ticket with
Tom Kean...We’re going to make New
Jersey a place to live, not leave. Let’s
be Jersey proud together. Let’s do this

together,” Mr. Mehta told the con-
vention crowd.

Mr. Mehta said his wife is a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School gradu-
ate. A first-generation American, he
started his career as a pharmacist,
went to law school and worked at the
Federal Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA).

In a Facebook post following the
convention, Mr. Singh said, “The
person endorsed by the GOP elite of
Union County [Wednesday] was a
Democrat who extols Obamacare and
is a favorite of Democrat politician
and D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser, who
gave him a political appointment.”
Mr. Singh, an aerospace engineer who
ran for governor in 2017, vowed to
win the June Primary.

County GOP Chairman Glenn
Mortimer said the committee moved
its convention date up this year be-
cause the state is expected to move up
the filing deadline for nominating
petitions for the Tuesday, June 2 Pri-
mary Election. “When they (Congres-
sional candidates) win this one (Union
County convention), they will have a
leg up on everyone else,” Mr.
Mortimer said.

“Our nation has some very serious
decisions to make this year. The
Democrats have come up with candi-
dates who believe that Americans are
all the victims of something. They
believe the individual has no control
over their own life,” he said in his
Convention speech. “People who
work hard, save and play by the rules
will subsidize those who don’t” he
said of Democrats’ positions.

He said New Jersey Democratic
House members, including Tom
Malinowski of Somerset County in
the 7th District and Bonnie Watson
Coleman of Mercer County in the
12th District, are “among the most

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANOTHER COMMUTER NIGHTMARE...Commuters are faced on Monday night with massive 90-minute delays in NJ
Transit service out of Penn Station due to a disabled train in the tunnel and a power outage.
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Appraiser: No Neg. Impact
To Home Values From Tower

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Mark Tinder, a
real estate appraiser for Verizon, the
applicant,, presented two studies of
New Jersey properties near mono-
pole sites at the Cranford Board of
Adjustment meeting on Monday in
support of Verizon’s proposed cell
tower at Union County College.

Mr. Tinder, who has been an ap-
praiser for 34 years, said he has “yet
to see any negative impact on market
values” for homes near monopole
sites. He presented two recent studies
he conducted which illustrate this
point: one in Springfield and another
in Hawthorne. Each of the control
homes in the study were near a mono-
pole site and sold for a comparable
price to similar homes sold in the
townships that were not in visibility
range of the monopole. Mr. Tinder
said the Springfield property is ap-
proximately 180 feet from a 150-foot
monopole and the Hawthorne prop-
erty is 430 feet from a 129-foot mono-
pole. Mr. Tinder used the Google
Earth distance calculator to deter-
mine the distance from the property

to the cell sites. Board member Dan
Ashenbach said the maps presented
to the board indicated more space
between and he planned to visit the
Springfield site himself.

Mr. Tinder also said that he cannot
“prove the negative” nor “predict the
future,” and tell the board that cell
sites will not have a negative impact
in the future, but his research over the
past 20 years reinforces his current
opinion.

Many board members questioned
Mr. Tinder’s studies. Board members
Chris Ashrafi, Christine Daly, and
David Solomon said that the two stud-
ies presented are not enough to prove
a lack of negative impact. Mr. Tinder
mentioned a previous study in
Mendham in response to this ques-
tion, but did not have the data to
present at the meeting.

Mr. Ashrafi and Mr. Solomon also
questioned Mr. Tinder about whether
his studies have any substantiation by
a real estate association, which Mr.
Tinder said there were none. Board
member Shaun Rees asked if Mr.
Tinder if he has ever published these
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Sports -- Blue Devils Stun Cougar
Matmen, 44-22; Blue Devil Boys
Avoid Upset to Stop Raider Cagers;

Raiders Nipped by Elizabeth; Down
Cardinal Matmen; Cougars Topple
Oak Knoll, RC Lions in Girls Hoops.

Health Board OKs Ordinance
Restricting Vape Product Sales

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of health
unanimously Monday night passed
an ordinance on second reading pro-
hibiting businesses that sell food, li-
quor and motor fuel from concur-
rently selling electronic cigarettes,
vaporizers, or vape-related nicotine-
infused products. The goal of the
ordinance is to help reduce Westfield
adolescents’ exposure to sale of these
products and deter possible underage
sales, stated Westfield Board of Health
President Dr. Lawrence Budnick.
Stores that offer vaporizers, nicotine
juices and other electronic nicotine

products will only be allowed to sell
them to customers age 21 and older,
stated Dr. Budnick.

“We are not forcing the business
owner to sell or not sell vaporizers.
It’s their choice which license they
choose to hold or apply for,” Dr.
Budnick said.

Each year at license renewal time
or upon opening the business, the
proprietor will decide whether he or
she will choose to hold a liquor, retail
motor fuel and/or food license versus
an electronic smoking device license,
he explained.

“A food license applies to busi-
nesses selling even food as simple as
packaged candy bars,” said Westfield
Regional Health Department Direc-
tor Megan Avallone.

Westfield 7-Eleven owner Risa
Kasan told the board that the ordi-
nance punishes business owners who
have followed the rules by not selling

electronic smoking devices or nico-
tine products to minors.

“Whenever a customer purchases
any nicotine product, our system
makes us scan their driver’s license to
verify the purchase,” South Avenue
7-Eleven owner Hiren Parikh said.

Mr. Kasan said New Jersey legisla-
tors approved banning all flavored
nicotine juices from being sold
throughout New Jersey. Nicotine
juices with flavors such as cherry,
s’mores and birthday cake, amongst
various others, have a direct market-
ing appeal to minors, stated Dr.
Budnick. He said such direct market-
ing appeal prompted state lawmaker
to act.

Mr. Kasan said 7-Eleven being
forced to choose between food and
electronic nicotine devices was ex-
cessive given the existing multiple
layers of enforcement from the state
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