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It’s your Library … make the most of it 

 
 

IIt’s your Library …  

make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street   

Westfield, NJ  07090  

Open to WML and MURAL  

cardholders. Sign up online at 

www.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 908.789.4090 

option 0.  

Remembering Two Wars  

At the Westfield Memorial Library! 

Civil War Women 

of Courage, Grit 

and Compassion 
Wednesday, 10/2                

at 7:00 pm 

Hear historian Rich Rosenthal discuss how the women left at home 

survived the depredations of war and how those who followed the       

soldiers as nurses and cooks managed to run hospitals and kitchens, 

while defying the generals and demanding rations for starving women 

and families at home. 

Legacy of Remembrance 
New Jersey’s World War I Memorials 

Saturday, 10/12 at 2:00 pm 

NJ has over 300 WW I memorials. Historian Erik L. 

Burro highlights this exceptional legacy with vivid 

photography and stories from a century ago. He has 

photographed the major monuments of the War.  

TRUSTEES COME ABOARD...The Westfield Foundation has announced
three new community members as trustees to its board. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Rupa Motwani, Gregory Irwin and Munira Ismail.

Westfield Foundation Lists
Recent Grant Recipients

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Foundation recently announced its
newest grant recipients. For almost 45
years, the Foundation has provided
funding support in the areas of the arts,
health, aging, historic preservation,
social services and civic projects. The
Foundation has granted almost
$6,800,000 to more than 100 local
organizations in and around Westfield.

For the first quarter of 2019, the
Foundation granted $206,238 from
its general fund and an additional
$30,040 from the Irna Wagner and
Lydia Hoffert Fund. The trustees
granted $86,300 in funds to eight
local organizations, including the New
Jersey Festival Orchestra, New Jer-
sey Symphony Orchestra, the Boys &
Girls Clubs of Union County, CASA
of Union County, Literacy New Jer-
sey, the Somerset County YMCA,
New Jersey Orators and Groundwork
Elizabeth.

These funds support a summer con-
cert at Echo Lake Park, art program-
ming and workplace development for
youth, scholarships for students for
HSE exams, the purchase of equip-
ment and supplies for a community
greenhouse and educational program-
ming and outreach programs for com-
munity members.

The second quarter of 2019 saw
$119,938 granted to 11 local organi-
zations. Recipients included Habitat
for Humanity, Flintlocks BSA, the
Society for the Prevention of Teen
Suicide, Second Street Youth Center,

the Westfield Historical Society,
Trinitas Health Foundation, Imagine,
Furniture Assist and the Elizabeth
Coalition to House the Homeless.

The funds will help buy supplies for
a new home in Plainfield, purchase
equipment for a STEM trailer, reno-
vate a private inpatient room, create an
art space and purchase art supplies,
and purchase storage trailers.

The Wagner/Hoffert funds distrib-
uted monies to Our House Founda-
tion, Mostly Music, the Westfield
Historical Society and the Jewish
Community Center of Central New
Jersey.

In addition to supporting capital
projects of established social service
agencies in the community, the
Westfield Foundation has been an
important resource of “seed money”
for smaller organizations and emerg-
ing needs.

Creating a Westfield Foundation
Donor-Advised Fund is one way a
family can leave a legacy to the
Westfield community. By creating a
family fund, individuals make it pos-
sible to leave a permanent legacy for
their philanthropic interest.

To learn more about the Westfield
Foundation and how to help, visit
thewestfieldfoundation.com. Secure
donations can be made directly at
https://thewestfieldfoundation.com/
donate-now/. For more information,
contact Betsy Chance, via email, at
foundation@westfieldnj.com or by
calling (908) 233-9788.

Trivia Night and Vocalist
On Tap at Local Library

WESTFIELD — Games and mu-
sic will be among the highlights
during the month of October at the
Westfield Memorial Library. The
library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

Trivia Night for Teens
and Adults will continue
on Tuesday, October 1,
at 7 p.m. Teens and
adults are encouraged
to bring teammates,
team up with others, or
be a one-person outfit.
There is a maximum of
four people per team.

Everyone age 16 and
over is welcome to play.
The questions are de-
signed to be accessible
to a large range of ages
and interests. Each night there will be
new questions and categories, and
prizes for the winning team or indi-
vidual. Trivia Night will be held again
on Tuesday, December 3, at 7 p.m.

On Saturday, October 5, at 2 p.m.,
vocalist Stephen Fuller will perform
at the library. An accomplished mu-
sician, he plays a mix of soul, rhythm
and blues, bluegrass and jazz.

A native of Newark, Mr. Fuller is

a well-known bass/baritone. He sings
to packed houses, including upscale
supper clubs, on either side of the
Hudson River. He has performed at

New Jersey clubs such
as Trumpets Jazz Club
in Montclair, the Priory
Jazz Club in Newark,
Hibiscus Restaurant in
Morristown and the
Stony Hill Inn in
Hackensack.

These programs are
free and open to all. To
register,  visit  the
library’s website,
wmlnj.org, and click on
the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090,
option 0.

Westfield Memorial
Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday; 9:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1
to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

Library Friends to Accept
Donations For Book Sale

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Friends
of the Mountainside Public Library will
hold their annual Fall Book Sale in
October. Donations of gently-used hard-
cover and paperback books, DVDs,
CDs, audio books, games and puzzles
will be accepted beginning this Satur-
day, September 28, from 10 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Donations will continue to be
accepted during library hours on Mon-
day, Tuesday and Wednesday, Septem-
ber 30 to October 2.

Yellowed, damaged or moldy
books, record albums, reference
books or dictionaries cannot be ac-
cepted for sale.

A preview for Mountainside resi-
dents only will be held on Thursday,
October 3, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. The
Book Sale will then take place on

Friday, October 4, and Saturday, Oc-
tober 5, from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Bag Day, including a special treat,
will be Monday, October 7, from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.

All proceeds benefit the
Mountainside Public Library. The
Friends sponsor many children’s and
adult programs, including the Great
Courses lecture series, adult concerts,
Pipsqueak Players and Summer Read-
ing programs, among other offerings.

The recently added new furniture
in the Young Adult section of the
library, for example, was made pos-
sible with funds donated by the
Friends. New members are always
welcome. Application forms are
available at the library, located at
One Constitution Plaza.

Westfield Hist. Soc. Plans
Book-Making Workshop

WESTFIELD — In honor of Na-
tional Book Month, members of the
community are invited to join
Westfield Historical Society Program
Consultant and Educator Meg Wastie
for a “Book-It” craft workshop on
Saturday, October 12, from 1 to 3
p.m. The event will take place at the
Reeve History and Cultural Resource
Center, located at 314 Mountain Av-
enue, Westfield.

Participants will learn how books
are made and go home with a variety
of creative books that they will make
at the workshop. This program is ap-
propriate for ages 10 through adult.
Ms. Wastie and other educators will
demonstrate and assist.

Space is limited, so reservations are
required and the cost is $5 per person,
payable on October 12. For reserva-
tions, call (908) 654-1794 or email
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

The Westfield Historical Society
celebrated its 50th anniversary in
2018. Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization has worked to pre-
serve, interpret and encourage inter-
est in history, Westfield and its resi-
dents through educational efforts and
community outreach programs.

For more information on the
Westfield Historical Society and its
events, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and like
the organization on Facebook.

– Obituaries –
Michael Steven ‘Mickey’ O’Brien, 62,

Loving Father, Was Active Locally
Michael Steven “Mickey”

O’Brien, 62, of Westfield passed
away suddenly on Friday, Septem-
ber 20, 2019, at home. Mickey was
born January 3, 1957 in New York,
N.Y., to Francis (Frank) and Estelle
(Goldstein) O’Brien. He
graduated from Arch-
bishop Molloy High
School, Briarwood,
N.Y., received his Bach-
elor of Science in Bio-
logical Sciences from
Fordham University,
Bronx, N.Y., in 1978,
and earned his Master
of Science in Biological
Sciences from New York
University, New York,
N.Y., in 1983. He mar-
ried Christine Anne Kay
on January 15, 1995.

Mickey loved all things Snoopy,
enjoyed collecting models of clas-
sic cars, bowling, mini-golf, and
camping with his son, Tim. He was
previously a board member for the
North Jersey American Chemical
Society Mass Spectrometry Discus-
sion Group and past president of
the New Jersey Fraternal Insurance
Counselors.

Mickey was an active part of the
Church of the Holy Trinity, in
Westfield, where he was a lector, a
leader of the Saturday morning Men’s
Bible Study group, a former CCD
teacher and a member of the Corner-
stone Holy Trinity No. 5 Team, and
was a member of the Perpetual Ado-
ration Chapel at the Our Lady of
Lourdes Church in Mountainside.

A member of the Knights of Colum-
bus 4th Degree Watchung Assembly
No. 672, Mickey was a Past Grand
Knight of Monsignor Watterson Coun-
cil 1711 of the Knights of Columbus,
Westfield, and an active member of
the K of C Monsignor John M. Walsh
Council 5437, Garwood. He was a
foster for and supporter of Brendan’s
Meadows Rescue in Mountainside.

He was a member of the Sons of the
American Legion Post 3, Westfield.
Mickey was an active Scouter, serving
as a merit badge counselor for the
Patriots’ Path Council, and as a com-
mittee member for Scouts BSA Troop

73 of Westfield. He was
serving as the Troop Ad-
vancement Chairman and
NOVA/STEM counselor
at the time of his death.
He recently traveled with
his son, Tim, to the Na-
tional Scouting Historian
Summit at the Philmont
Training Center in
Cimarron, N.M., where he
completed training as a
Scouting Historian. He
was known for his kind
heart, quick wit, sense of
humor, and his genuine

love of people.
Mickey was preceded in death by

his father, Francis (Frank). He is sur-
vived by his wife, Christine; his four
children, Kelly Elizabeth of Frederick,
Md., Samuel Dominic Perl of
Westfield, Casey Sherrill of Philadel-
phia, Pa., and Timothy James-Gareth
of Westfield; their rescued dog, Luna;
grandchildren, Marshall and Logan;
his mother, Estelle; sisters, Karen Bon-
net of Oceanside, N.Y. and Dorothy
Senay of Charlotte, N.C., and several
nieces, nephews and cousins.

Visitation was held on Tuesday,
September 24, at Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street, Westfield.
Mickey’s Funeral Mass was celebrated
on Wednesday, September 25, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions can be made to Brendan’s
Meadows Rescue, P.O. Box 1122,
Mountainside, N.J. 07092, or to the
Scouts BSA Troop 73 memorial
campership fund, c/o 414 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090. Please
go to www.grayfuneralhomes.com to
offer condolences.
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David A. Cappiello, 84, Enjoyed
Family, Boating, History, Reading

David A. Cappiello, 84, affection-
ately known as Dave, Dad, Pa, “Sea
Cap” and Captain Dave, died peace-
fully on Tuesday, September 17, 2019.
Born and raised in Orange, N.J., he
graduated from Orange
High in 1954 before en-
listing in the U.S. Army.
He served in Europe dur-
ing Peacetime efforts
from 1955 to 1957.

In 1958, Dave began
his career at the Pruden-
tial Insurance Company
in Newark, N.J. While
standing in the coffee
line, he met his first love,
Myra Saffarewich, and
soon married in 1959.
They had a son and a
daughter by 1963. On
January 18, 1965, his faith journey
began while reading John 3:16, “For
God so loved the world, that He gave
His one and only Son, that whoever
believes in Him would not die but
have eternal life.” He and his family
attended the Orange Gospel Hall in
East Orange, N.J. Dave had a ren-
egade spirit throughout his life, but
towards the end, he had a powerful
experience with his Creator and was
ready to meet Him!

Dave thrived in sales and worked at
Kristin Distributing and then F&A
Distributors in Bayonne, N.J. Desir-
ing to make a better life for his family
and parents, Antonio and Rose
Cappiello, he purchased a large home
in South Orange, N.J., and worked
tirelessly to restore it back to its origi-
nal beauty. Dave was a proud patriot,
an avid reader, history buff, great
chef, enjoyed a challenge, could fix
anything, and enjoyed a good pot of
“gravy” every Sunday after church.
Dave was a Scout leader, baseball

and softball coach, but most impor-
tantly shared his love of boating, fish-
ing and crabbing with his kids. Even-
tually they bought a lagoon front home
in Manahawkin, N.J., to enjoy sum-

mers “down the shore.”
In 1986, Dave met his

second love and married
Pamela Spain. After re-
tirement, they both
moved to Jacksonville,
Fla., near Pam’s family.
Dave obtained his Cap-
tain license and worked
for S.S. Marine Water
Taxi, Jacksonville, Fla.,
which brought him great
joy!

David is survived by
his son, David M.
Cappiello, and his wife,

Diane, of Westfield, N.J.; his daugh-
ter, Susan Love, and her husband,
Gregory, of Manasquan, N.J.; his first
wife, Amelia Myra Cappiello; and by
his grandchildren, Michael, Ben-
jamin, Gregory, Christopher and his
wife, Stephanie, and Kelly. He was
predeceased by his wife, Pamela
Spain-Cappiello, who died in 2009,
and his grandson, Patrick Ryan Love,
who died in 2014.

Visitation will be at Dooley Colo-
nial Funeral Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield, on Friday, Sep-
tember 27, from 2 to 4 p.m. and 7 to
9 p.m. On Saturday, September 28, at
10 a.m., a Chapel service will be held
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. Interment will
follow at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in his memory to
the National Kidney Foundation,
www.kidney.org.
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Wednesday Morning Club
Reveals Autumn Events

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club welcomes fall with a
diverse lineup of events. Its first
meeting will be held at 10 a.m. on
October 2 at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue. Co-Presidents Sue Driscoll
and Marie Mastorakis will preside.
Gabe Bailer, director of the Busi-
ness and Economic Development
Office in the Township of Cranford,
will be the guest speaker. This of-
fice is responsible for fostering eco-
nomic revitalization and invest-
ments, business development and
marketing for the Special Improve-
ment District (SID) in downtown
Cranford. Mr. Bailer will discuss
the challenges his office faces and
the solutions he sees for the future
to make the downtown even better.
The public is invited.

The Public Affairs Department
will host Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr at the home of Barbara Jack-
son on Tuesday, October 8. The
meeting will begin at 1p.m. Mayor
Mahr will speak about key issues in
her community. All are invited to
attend and to participate in the dis-
cussion. Members planning to at-
tend are asked to call Barbara.

The following Tuesday, October
15, the Arts and Crafts Department
will visit the Museum of Early
Trades and Crafts located at 9 Main
Street, Madison. The museum docu-
ments the work of New Jersey’s

earliest craftspeople. Attendees plan
to meet at 11 a.m. to carpool and
will have a guided tour of the exhib-
its. To learn more about the arrange-
ments, call Joan Davis.

The club will hold its luncheon
on Wednesday, October 16, at 12:30
p.m. Participants will meet at
Triestina Ristorante, located at 515
Centennial Avenue, Cranford.
Lyndon Kenyon will present the play
“Julia Says, Bon Appetit,” a love
story based on the relationship be-
tween Julia and her husband, Paul
Child. She previously entertained
the club with her one-woman show
about Eleanor Roosevelt. The cost
of the luncheon is $26. Members
are asked to call Jane Reilly to make
a reservation.

The Literature Department will
gather at 1 p.m. on Monday, Octo-
ber 28, at the home of Carolyn
Moran, who will lead attendees in a
discussion of “Educated” by Tara
Westover. Interested persons are
asked to let Ms. Moran  know if
they plan to attend.

The club is collecting non-per-
ishable food items at its meetings
for donation to the food bank.

For more information about the
Wednesday Morning Club, contact
Co-Vice Presidents Carolyn Moran
at (908) 233-5635 or by email at
caromm@comcast.net or Sandi
Jacobs at (908) 317-5256 or by
email at sandij301@gmail.com.

Library Patrons Can
Make Fabric Pumpkins

WESTFIELD — Librarian Marge
Barkan will present “Crafting a Fab-
ric Pumpkin” on Tuesday, October
8, at 1 p.m., at the Westfield Memo-
rial Library. No sewing is required
and Ms. Barkan will provide a vari-
ety of colors and fabrics. She has
been crafting unique projects for
years and has taught many classes at
Westfield and other libraries.

Due to the hands-on nature of this

class, registration is limited to
Westfield resident cardholders only;
however, beginning Tuesday, Octo-
ber 1, MURAL patrons may register,
space permitting.

The Westfield Memorial Library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. To
register for this program, visit the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, and click
on the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.


