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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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Congratulations

on your

joyous occasion!

To reserve your space
Contact Suzette Stalker,

Community Editor
908-232-4407

community@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/wedding

Weddings
Births

Engagements
Anniversarys

Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong. 

Sometimes it’s letting go.

Westfield • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work, 

our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the 

complex process of divorce.

Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs 

Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation

James McGlew II, Esq. 

908.233.6800

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Poe’s Mysterious Death to Be
Hist. Society Luncheon Topic

Carole Shaffer-Koros

WESTFIELD — As part of the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series, Carole
Shaffer-Koros, Ph.D., will speak Oc-
tober 2 about the many theories sur-
rounding “The Mysterious Death of
Edgar Allan Poe.” The event will
begin with check-in at
11:45 a.m. at the Echo
Lake Country Club, lo-
cated at 515 Springfield
Avenue, Westfield.

Edgar Allan Poe is well
known today for his
Gothic horror stories as
well as his poem “The
Raven.” Born to popular
stage actors in Boston on
January 19, 1809, Poe
experienced a life of trag-
edy from his earliest days.
His father, David Poe,
deserted the family. He
lost his mother, Elizabeth,
at age 3 to tuberculosis,
and later his brother, Henry, to the
disease. Edgar was taken in by the
Richmond businessman John Allan,
with whom he had a continuing fraught
relationship, receiving no inheritance
on the death of his foster father.

Although he had a large literary
output during his lifetime, Poe
struggled with poverty trying to sup-
port his ailing wife, Virginia, who
died of tuberculosis at the age of 24.
Desperately seeking female compan-

ionship, Poe traveled to Richmond in
the fall of 1849 to propose marriage
to an old friend. On his return to New
York, he somehow landed in Balti-
more, and on election day he was
found on the street disoriented and in
a stranger’s clothing. Feverish and

incoherent, he was taken
to Washington College
Hospital, where he died
on October 7, 1849. No
diagnosis was made, and
scholars have theorized
endlessly about the cause
of Poe’s death.

A Professor Emerita of
English/History and
Founding Dean of the
School of Visual and
Performing Arts at Kean
University, Professor
Shaffer-Koros will dis-
cuss some of those pos-
sible causes.

During her 42 years of
teaching at Kean, she taught a variety
of courses. She has published a text on
World Literature and scholarly articles
on Gwendolyn Brooks, Edith Wharton
and Edgar Allan Poe. Professor
Shaffer-Koros has served for 13 years
as treasurer of the Poe Studies Asso-
ciation and is a member of the editorial
board of The Edgar Allan Poe Review.
She also is treasurer of the Genealogi-
cal Society of the West Fields, a trustee
of the Westfield Historical Society and
program co-chair.

Those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon are asked to make a reserva-
tion by email at
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
or calling (908) 654-1794, before
Friday, September 27. Attendees are
asked to advise if there are special
dietary needs. The luncheon fee is
$35 for Westfield Historical Society
members and $40 for non-members
and includes a three-course meal,
coffee/tea and gratuity. The luncheon
fee should be paid in advance (check
payable to Westfield Historical Soci-
ety) by mailing it to Westfield His-
torical Society, P.O. Box 613,
Westfield, N.J. 07091, or online at
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org/regis-
tration. Payments should be received
by Friday prior to the luncheon.
Westfield Historical Society mem-
berships also will be available at the
luncheon.

For more information on the
Westfield Historical Society and its
events, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and like
the organization on Facebook.

‘Clara Barton’ to Be
College Club Guest

FANWOOD — The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains College Club will wel-
come Clara Barton, Angel of the
Battlefield, portrayed by Pat Jor-
dan, on Monday, September 23. This
event is a Public Scholars Project
program sponsored by the New Jer-
sey Council for the Humanities.

Ms. Jordan is an accomplished
actor, operatic singer and historian.
She has worked with the American
Historical Theatre since 1992.

Clara Barton was a strong-willed,
intelligent individual who an-
swered Abraham Lincoln’s call,
signing on to support the Union
efforts during the Civil War, fre-
quently going to the front line where
most nurses did not go.

Free and open to the public, this
program will  be held at  the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, lo-
cated at 74 South Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, around the back at the
McDermott Street entrance. It will
begin at 7:30 p.m. following a brief
refreshment period.

Pat Jordan

Church Thrift Shop
Open Wednesdays

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church Thrift Shop is open
every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. The shop is located in the educa-
tion building behind the church on
MacDermott Place. Shop inventory
includes household items, books, lin-
ens and clothing for all ages.

All proceeds are given to local orga-
nizations such as the fire department
and rescue squad, Habitat for Human-
ity, the Seeing Eye, Furniture Assist
and Emmanuel Cancer Foundation,
among many other groups.

Tickets Are Available
For Haunted Hayrides
AREA — Several Haunted Hay-

rides through the Deserted Village
of Feltville in the Watchung Reser-
vation are scheduled just in time
for Halloween as part of the Union
County Department of Parks and
Recreation’s Fall 2019 season.

Participants will visit a whole
village of haunted houses and meet
the “ghosts” of people who actu-
ally lived there.

Haunted Hayrides will be held
on Friday, October 25, from 6:30
to 10 p.m.; Saturday, October 26,
6:30 to 10 p.m., and Sunday, Octo-
ber 27, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. The rain
date is Monday, October 28.

The total program experience
lasts about one hour. This program
is intended for adults and children
age 6 and older. Strollers cannot be
accommodated. Tickets are sold
for rides at specific times as noted
on a purchaser’s ticket.

Advance ticket sales are taking
place now. The cost is $8 for Union
County residents and $16 for non-
residents. For more information,
call the Parks and Recreation Res-
ervation Desk at (908) 527-4900
(Elizabeth) or (908) 654-9805
(Westfield), or visit ucnj.org/cal-
endar/.

SOUTHERN SOJOURN...Twenty-eight youth and adult volunteers from
the First Congregational Church of Westfield traveled to Miami, Fla., this
summer for the church’s annual Mission Trip — a week of service, reflection
and fellowship.

FCC Mission Trip Benefits
Miami’s Disadvantaged

WESTFIELD – The popular tour-
ist destination of Miami, Fla., was
the setting for a week of volunteer-
ing and fellowship for the partici-
pants of the First Congregational
Church (FCC) of Westfield’s an-
nual Summer Mission Trip.

Twenty-eight youth and adult rep-
resentatives returned on July 27, hav-
ing experienced a different side of
the city while serving with Discover-
ing Opportunities for Outreach and
Reflection (DOOR), a faith-based
organization that stresses local im-
mersion while working with inner-
city communities.

Under the guidance of the Miami
DOOR director, the FCC volunteers
took part in a variety of experiences
in several locations — among them
Abriendo Puertas, one of three differ-
ent sites belonging to The Redlands
Christian Migrant Association, which
focuses on the well-being and care of
impoverished immigrant children, and
a center run by The Sisters of Charity
which serves over 200 hot lunches to
the homeless. The group ended their
workweek by going to the Home-
stead Detention Center, which at the
time housed migrant teens, to learn
about and support both the children
being detained and those who kept
watch and bore witness outside the
gates. That detention center has been
closed since the group was there.

During the evenings the volun-
teers met to discuss the day’s events
and what it meant to them and their
spiritual lives. One evening they par-
ticipated in a presentation led by
Juan Carlos Gomez, a long-time im-
migration attorney and law school
professor, who discussed the current
crisis and the importance of know-
ing the United States Constitution.
In their off time, the group visited

sites including Matheson Hammock
Park Beach, Wynwood Walls,
Vizcaya and the Lincoln Road Mall.

The FCC contingent was led by the
Reverend Mark Boyea, senior minis-
ter, and the Reverend Joy Mounts,
associate minister. Chaperones in-
cluded Cindy Boyea, Michael
Bonnell, Laurel Elkin, Geoff Marino,
Ani Hsu Obrock, Joe Regan, Denise
Schifando and Debra Volz. Student
representatives included Erin and
Grace Bailey, Jeremy Bonnell, Kelton
and Thomson Estabrook, Nattie Foun-
tain-Jardim, Joey and Tommy
Larmore, Natalie and Rae Mikula,
Mason and Olivia Marino, Jonathan
Moore, Margot Motyczka, David
Riedell, Flannery and Giavanna
Schifando and Zach Volz.

This is the 12th consecutive sum-
mer that FCC has participated in this
kind of trip. Themed fundraisers and
fundraising by the participants
throughout the year help underwrite
the cost.

FCC, a member of the United
Church of Christ, is located at 125
Elmer Street, Westfield. For addi-
tional information on youth and out-
reach opportunities, call (908) 233-
2494 or visit fccofwestfield.org.

Rosary Altar Society
To Hold Breakfast

GARWOOD — The St. Anne’s
Rosary Altar Society of Garwood will
celebrate its 75th Diamond Jubilee
Communion Breakfast on Sunday,
October 6. There will be an 8 a.m.
Anniversary Mass at the Church of St.
Anne, located at 325 Second Avenue,
Garwood, followed by a breakfast re-
ception at The Westwood, 438 North
Avenue, Garwood. The cost is $35 per
person. To purchase a ticket for the
reception, call Ruth at (908) 276-6889.

Trinity Invites Community
For Blessing of Animals

CRANFORD — A Blessing of
Animals ceremony will be held on
Sunday, September 29, during the 8
a.m. and 10 a.m. services at the Trin-
ity Episcopal Church, located at 119
Forest Avenue, Cranford.

Inspired by St. Francis of Assisi’s
legendary love for animals, Blessing
of the Animals has become an annual
celebration of the love and compan-
ionship between people and their pets.

“Anatole France’s quote, ‘Until
one has loved an animal, a part of
one’s soul remains unawakened,’
says it best,” said the Reverend Andy
Kruger, Trinity’s Priest-in-Charge.

Everyone is invited to bring their
pets to receive a blessing. Attendees
are asked to keep cats and birds in
carriers and cages and dogs on leashes.
People also can bring in photographs
of pets that are too ill to attend or are
deceased to receive a blessing. Small
children who do not have pets may

bring in stuffed animals to be blessed.
Information about low-cost spay

and neutering also will be available.
Trinity Episcopal Church, founded

in 1872, is a faith-based family that
welcomes all people and strives to
“know Christ and to make him known
through faith, love, and service.”
Sunday services, celebrated by Rev-
erend Kruger, are at 8 a.m. and 10
a.m. In addition, Morning and
Evening Prayer is held Tuesday
through Friday, at 8:30 a.m. and 5
p.m., respectively, in Witherington
Chapel in the basement of the church.

For more information about Trinity,
call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranfordnj.org/. Trinity also pro-
vides Trinity Episcopal Day School
(TEDS). TEDS is a state-licensed fa-
cility serving children from 2½ years
old through kindergarten. For more
information about TEDS, call (908)
276-2881 or visit tedscranford.org.

Comedy Night-Auction
To Aid Paralyzed Vet
CRANFORD — Veterans’ orga-

nizations Project Help and VetREST,
along with members of the Cranford
Jaycees, will sponsor a Comedy
Night and Silent Auction on Friday,
October 11, in support of Arthur
Bilenker, DMD, a retired Army colo-
nel who suffered a catastrophic acci-
dent that left him paralyzed from the
neck down on July 4, 2017.

The LOL Comedy Show will be held
at the Veterans Center VFW Post 2230,
33 South 21st Street, Kenilworth. Tick-
ets, which include food and beverages,
are $50. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. To
purchase tickets or for more details, go
to lolcomedyshowNJ.eventbrite.com.

Conversation Café to Help
Address End-of-Life Issues

SUMMIT — Imagine, A Center
for Coping with Loss, SAGE
Eldercare and Healing Heart to Heart
invite the community to attend Con-
versation Café, an event designed to
help participants discuss end-of-life
issues with their family and friends.

New Jersey has recently been added
to a growing list of states that allows
medical aid in dying. People have
strong opinions about how and where
they want to die, but have often not
informed key people of these wishes,
according to a release from Imagine.

According to a national survey done
by The Conversation Project (2018),
92 percent of people think it is impor-
tant to have conversations with loved
ones about their wishes for end-of-
life care, but only 32 percent of people
actually do.

Imagine, SAGE Eldercare and
Healing Heart to Heart are partnering
to host the Conversation Café next
Thursday, September 26, from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. It will take place at La
Pastaria, located at 327 Springfield
Avenue, Summit.

The program will allow people to
start what can be a powerful discus-
sion in a safe and entertaining way.
Diners will play a fun, interactive
game with the people at their table
that will help them start thinking about
their own wishes and help them com-
municate these wishes to the people
in their lives. Participants can either
come as a group or sit with strangers.

There also will be professionals from
each organization to answer any ques-
tions and provide documents that can
be completed at home.

“Talking about illness and death
and dying can reduce fear and stress,
open communication and prepare
families for end-of-life decision-mak-
ing. It can actually improve the qual-
ity of life,” said Mandi Zucker, pro-
gram director at Imagine.

To register for this event, go to
imaginenj.org.

Rubber Ducky Derby
On Tap For Oct. 13

CRANFORD — Hanson Park
Conservancy’s Ninth Annual Rubber
Ducky Derby is scheduled for Sun-
day, October 13, at 4 p.m.

On race day, more than 1,000 indi-
vidually-numbered rubber ducks will
be released in the Rahway River at
Sperry Park in Cranford. They will
tumble over the falls, racing to the
finish line at the North Union Av-
enue Bridge.

Numerous prizes for the fastest
“lucky duckies” will be awarded. The
top prize is a $250 gift card.

Ducks can be purchased at two
locations: Periwinkle’s, located at 19
North Union Avenue in downtown
Cranford, or the Cranford Canoe Club,
located at 250 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford.

Participants can purchase a single
duck for $5 or a flock of five ducks for
$20. Interested persons are encour-
aged to secure their tickets early, as
ducks are limited, and the race has
been known to sell out.

All proceeds benefit Hanson Park
maintenance and educational pro-
grams. The park is located at 38
Springfield Avenue, Cranford.

Pay Tribute to

Your Loved One

goleader.com/form/obituary

‘Walk With Librarian’
Set For September 27
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Public Library invites mem-
bers of the community to talk about
books while getting some fresh air
and exercise during its Walk with a
Librarian program taking place on
Friday, September 27, at 10 a.m.

Participants will meet Scotch Plains
Public Library librarians at Jerseyland
Park for a leisurely walk. Librarians
will share information about new re-
leases and answer attendees’ ques-
tions about the library’s digital ser-
vices or upcoming programs.

Attendees are advised to bring water
and good walking footwear, and to
check the library website, scotlib.org,
in the event of inclement weather.
Registration is recommended.
Jerseyland Park is located at 2377
Richmond Street, Scotch Plains.

For more information or to register
for programs, go to scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.
The library is a partner in the Mayor’s
Wellness Campaign.


