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Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish politi-
cal endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the news-
paper at www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their politi-
cal endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w . g o l e a d e r . c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.

We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the dis-
cretion of the editors.

Thank You
Sherry Cronin

I was so sorry to read that Sherry
Cronin has left her position with the
Downtown Westfield Corp. I was es-
pecially disheartened, as I had been
meaning to write a letter for a long
time to commend her on all she has
done to make Westfield the premier
town that it is.

I do not know Sherry personally,
but have communicated over the years
with her and always found her to be
knowledgeable about all facets of town
and to be on top of the details that only
a really special person who truly cares
could be.

It is no surprise today as I write this
letter that the flowers downtown are
wilted and in need of water.

I moved to Westfield before Sherry
took her position with the Downtown
Westfield Corp. and I can tell you we
all owe a great debt of gratitude for the
near complete makeover of Down-
town Westfield.

If you could see my pictures from
when I moved into town to today it
would really amaze you at the im-
provements in Westfield. It looks so
much nicer, has better parking, better

lighting, the rail bridges are all fixed
up, the Christmas decorations are nicer
and I could go on and on. The crown-
ing achievement in my view is the
work done on the southside as it now
joins the downtown with the same
nice look and feel and it is a feeling of
quality that takes long and hard work
to get done -for it really is all about
the details and finishing touches.

While I am happy for Sherry in that
she does not have to attend to the
details any more and questions from
people like me- the person who takes
her place has very big shoes to fill.

To Sherry I say, thank you for your
dedication and hard work in making
Westfield the best it can be. Certainly
there are challenges ahead as retail
changes, but the base work is long
completed and it will be easier for
everyone going forward due to your
hard work.

You will be missed Sherry, but I
doubt forgotten for your contribu-
tions will live on a long, long time as
they have already.

Todd Evans
Westfield

Murals In The Westfield
Post Office Lobby

In 1939, the artist Roy Hilton
painted two New Deal murals in the
Westfield Post Office lobby: New
Stage Coach and Building of
Westfield. Roy Hilton (1891-1963)
was an American artist based in Pitts-
burgh, where he was on the faculty of
Carnegie-Mellon.

New Stage Coach is still in the
Westfield Post Office lobby, but
Building of Westfield was demol-
ished in 1964. (That was the age of
Brutalism, when things were being
demolished all over the place.)

Although I couldn’t reconstruct the
full-scale mural Building of Westfield,

I was able to obtain a small-scale
copy of the mural. The district staff of
Senator Thomas H. Kean Jr. assisted
me in dealing with postal officials.
On August 13, I presented a framed
small-scale copy of the mural to
Mayor Shelley Brindle at a meeting
of the Westfield Town Council. I also
provided copies to the news media
and the Westfield Historical Society.

Building of Westfield depicts per-
sons in Colonial-era attire engaged in
residential construction activities.

Kenneth MacRitchie
Rockville, MD.

14 Days?
And Justice For All?

Famous actress Felicity Huffman
was sentenced to only 14 days in
federal prison, fined only $30,000,
and given only 250 hours of “commu-
nity service!” Her team of attorneys
had the chutzpah to ask the judge to
sentence her to a federal prison near
her 4,565-square-foot home in afflu-
ent Outpost Estates in the Hollywood
Hills.

This slap on the wrist for having
committed mail fraud and honest ser-
vices fraud in the 2019 college admis-
sions bribery scandal brings to mind
my client of more than 40 years ago
when I practiced law in New York. (I
am most thankful I retired long ago.)

A New York municipal court as-
signed me to a young indigent black
man who had been arrested for a
relatively minor misdemeanor. He was
in jail because he could not make bail.
(Being denied bail for inability to pay
is patently unjust.) Multi-millionaire
Ms. Huffman easily made bail!

One day my client asked to speak to
me. So I went to his jail cell. He
tearfully asked me if I would ask the
judge if he could attend the funeral of
his beloved grandmother who had
reared him. I promised him that I
would speak to the judge. I told the
judge that my client was not a security
risk and that a sheriff would accom-
pany him to the funeral. The judge
without giving any reason said “no.”

I was crestfallen.
One of the hardest moments in my

law practice was telling my client that
the judge had said “no.” I could only
imagine the deep feelings welling up
in my client.

The tears of my client meant noth-
ing to the judge. But Ms. Huffman
with her acting skills was able to
bring forth convincing tears in court
before her sentencing.

My client, stigmatized by his arrest
and later conviction, would face a
hard road ahead trying to make ends
meet. Perhaps Ms. Huffman will tell
her “story” on television, in a best
seller, or in a movie. But before her
lies a continued bright and lucrative
acting career.

What kind of message do these two
cases send?

Unless Justice is applied equally
the very foundation of the judicial
system is eroded. And that can never
be permitted.

The last words of the Pledge of
Allegiance are “and Justice for all.”
Not for some. Not just for the rich and
powerful, the influential and famous,
and those who can afford all the time
in the world for a team of lawyers
with every legal trick in their tool box
to outfox any opponent. But for all.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Garwood Success Story:
Hartman Park Renovation

One of my most gratifying achieve-
ments since being appointed to
Garwood Council in January, and sub-
sequent assignment to the Buildings
and Grounds Committee, has been
assuming responsibility for complet-
ing the total renovation and rehabili-
tation of Hartman Park on the north
side of the borough. I want to com-
mend the vision and outstanding ef-
forts made by Council President
Lazarow and Councilwoman
Blumenstock. They not only identi-
fied the overwhelming need to ad-
dress the dire condition of the park,
but they then led the effort to design
a wonderful space where children of
all ages and abilities would find a
welcoming environment.

When the project was seemingly

complete with new basketball courts,
swings, jungle-gym equipment,
benches and mulch, Jen and Mark
solicited critical feedback and found
that there was still more that needed
to be done to make the park a wel-
coming environment for citizens of
all ages. Specifically requested were
shading and a new water fountain.

By securing funds through the “Open
Space” grant, Councilwoman
Blumenstock and I were also able to
procure the water fountain and won-
derful shading over the picnic tables
and the small child jungle-gym with-
out incurring any additional debt to the
borough. Based on the feedback that I
have personally received when visit-
ing the park, the shading has been a
wonderful addition welcomed by par-
ents, grandparents and teachers alike.

I feel fortunate that I was able to
complete Marc and Jen’s vision, and
consider Hartman Park to be a shin-
ing example of what can be accom-
plished for the betterment of all of our
residents.

Councilman Russell Graham
Council Candidate (D)

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Inextirpable – Not to be uprooted
2. Tind – To kindle
3. Induviae – The withered leaves which

remain on the stems of some plants
4. Threnody – A song of lamentation;

a dirge

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

DAROO
1. The Egyptian sycamore
2. A nocturnal Australian marsupial.

Kangaroo rat
3. A type of dugout canoe
4. A shark

TITURATE
1. To quiver or to shake
2. To grind to a powder or pulverize
3. To berate; ridicule
4. To trample under foot

BRAW
1. Well-groomed; smart
2. Awkward; clumsy
3. Cutting; especially with an ax or saw
4. To delude by flattery

TESSARADECAD
1. A group of 140 individuals
2. A group of 24 individuals
3. A group of 14 individuals
4. A group of 44 individuals

A Supermarket at Pantagis Site
Could Create Traffic Nightmare

Grants Offer Public Libraries
Options to Enhance Services

The Scotch Plains Downtown Redevelopment
Committee has signed off on plans for a 29,000-
square-foot Lidl supermarket on the Park Avenue
site long occupied by Snuffy’s/Pantagis. A 51-space
park-and-ride for bus commuters also would be
located at the site.

The supermarket, the first in the township in
decades, will be located at the southwestern corner
of the Snuffy’s/Pantagis property at the corner of
Mountain Avenue and Pinehurst Avenue. The park-
and-ride will be constructed at the corner of Moun-
tain Avenue and Park Avenue, with a 6,000-square-
foot, retail-type building to be located closer to
Route 22 that will house up to three tenants.

While everyone knows the Scotch Plains/Fanwood
area desperately needs a supermarket since A&P in
Fanwood closed, in our view, this may be the worst
location traffic-wise in the area. Motorists are com-
ing off or getting onto Route 22 west/east as well as
accessing Bonnie Burn Road, New Providence Road
and Diamond Hill Road. Motorists, who might not
know the area, have to change lanes while following
signs as well as the GPS.

This intersection is extremely busy, especially
during morning and peak travel times. What would
a busy supermarket a block from this intersection do
to travel patterns on Park Avenue? Would traffic be
backed up to Route 22? We know Scotch Plains has
sought to have the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation bar trucks from crossing over Route 22
onto Park Avenue, the main thoroughfare into Scotch
Plains.

According to a report in The Echoes-Sentinel,
the diversion would require trucks heading west on
New Providence Road to instead turn left at the
light at Bonnie Burn Road, merge onto Route 22
West, and then make a left turn on to Terrill Road.
The Township of Watchung has opposed the change,
saying it would result in more traffic on Bonnie
Burn Road.

If the diversion is approved, how would trucks
coming via Route 22 access the supermarket?
Weldon Materials Inc., located in Watchung, has
opposed the change, saying it would add eight
more seconds of traffic on Bonnie Burn Road in the
morning from 8 to 9 a.m., and about 10 more
seconds from 4:45 to 5:45 p.m. due to congestion
on Route 22, according to The Sentinel report.

The supermarket would likely generate traffic
throughout the day and evening, different than
Pantatagis, a catering hall where weddings and
other events were likely held at night or on week-
ends.

A smaller food store is planned for Fanwood,
with Fanwood Larder opening later this month in
a portion of the space once occupied by Bath
Connection on South Martine Avenue.

Scotch Plains Mayor Alexander Smith has said
he would like to have the redevelopment of the
Snuffy’s/Pantagis site completed a year from now.

We encourage the township to work to ensure
roadway enhancements at this site such as traffic
signals, signs, etc. are included so that this redevel-
opment does not become a nightmare.

Two of our local libraries are expected to undergo major
transitions with the start of the next decade. In Scotch
Plains, a new and expanded library is included among
redevelopment plans for the downtown business district.
Meanwhile, the Fanwood Memorial Library is looking to
upgrade its current facility to meet the 21st-century needs
of the community.

The directors of both libraries are hoping their facilities
will benefit from the $125-million New Jersey Library
Construction Bond Act approved by voters two years ago.
Under the bond ordinance, public libraries are “eligible to
apply for construction funds in a competitive grant pro-
gram,” as described at njstatelib.org.

According to the website, libraries may seek funding to
construct a new building or an addition to an existing
facility; acquire land for such purposes; rehabilitate or
renovate library facilities; repair major systems or compo-
nents to keep the building in “efficient operating condi-
tion,” and provide barrier-free access and other improve-
ments in compliance with state and federal standards
regarding access for persons with disabilities.

A municipality or county that provides funding to
public libraries will match the grant monies and “may
solicit private funding to support its match” according to
the interpretive statement for the bond ordinance that
appeared on the 2017 ballot.

In a release that appeared in last week’s edition of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, Fanwood Library Direc-
tor Dan Weiss announced that the library is progressing
with plans to apply for a matching grant through the New
Jersey Library Construction Bond Act. He said the grant

is being pursued “to address the persistent challenges of
the current building, which is not ADA compliant, is too
small, and has a variety of structural and operational
issues.”

Mr. Weiss anticipates the revamped library — which
would potentially contain a main-level children’s de-
partment, teen room, business center and comfortable
seating around a fireplace, among other features — will
turn the library into a “community hub.” He noted the
matching grant funds, if approved, would “significantly
offset the cost to the borough and allow for a vibrant new
construction project on the same site.”

In an interview with The Times published August 8,
Scotch Plains Public Library Director Michelle Willis
likewise said she hoped funding from the bond ordi-
nance would be available to help subsidize the township’s
proposed new library.

Both directors have recently reported their facilities
remain centers of activity. Each library offers an array of
services for all ages, from traditional publications, to
year-round special-interest programming, to equipment
that has kept pace with the digital age. Our libraries have
long been an integral part of life in our communities,
providing opportunities spanning scholarly to social,
and have even served as havens in tumultuous times,
such as in the wake of Superstorm Sandy.

We hope both libraries, and their counterparts in
neighboring towns, will be successful in any bids for
grant awards. Such funding will allow them to enhance
their services to the public even further while reducing
costs to taxpayers.

Booker, Watson And
Omar Bill

Sen. Booker, Reps. Watson
Coleman and Omar Introduced a Bill
to Create Federal Jobs Guarantee
Program. The bill would create a
three-year pilot program in up to 15
high-unemployment communities
across country.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S.
Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ), Reps.
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-NJ), and
Ilhan Omar (D-MN), today reintro-
duced ambitious legislation to create
a three-year pilot program at the De-
partment of Labor to test the promise
and impact of a federal jobs guaran-
tee in up to 15 communities and re-
gions experiencing high unemploy-
ment. The Federal Jobs Guarantee
Development Act would guarantee
that adults in participating communi-
ties who want to work can do so, in a
job that pays a living wage and pro-
vides benefits like health insurance,
paid sick leave, and paid family leave.
When it was originally introduced in
2018, this was the first federal jobs
guarantee legislation ever to be intro-
duced in Congress.
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