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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING THOSE WE LOST...First responders listen during Scotch Plains' 9/11 remembrance ceremony last
Wednesday at Alan Augustine Park Village Green.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FLOWERS FOR THE FALLEN...At Scotch Plains' 9/11 remembrance ceremony
on Wednesday evening, members of the first responders from town and family
members lay flowers on the benches in Alan Augustine Park Village Green.
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Congratulations to the Top Producers for the Month of August!

Beth 
Sullivan
Top Sales and Overall Production

C. 908.578.3812

Julie 
Murphy
Top Listings

C. 908.415.6781

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FANNY WOOD DAY CROWDS…Streets were packed for Sunday’s Fanny
Wood Day street fair. The event included vendors, entertainment, a bagel toss, a
pizza-eating contest, ice-cream-eating contest and a meatball-eating contest.

Redevelopment Committee Moves
Forward on Plans for Snuffy’s Site

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Representa-
tives from the Lidl supermarket chain
have agreed to some changes to the
exterior appearance of the store pro-
posed to be built on Snuffy’s/Pantagis
property as part of a complete rede-
velopment of the site that will also
include a park-and-ride for commut-
ers and a smaller retail building.

At the downtown redevelopment
committee’s monthly meeting on Sep-
tember 11, Leigh Fleming, a planner
with Cranford-based Harbor Consult-
ants, which is advising the redevelop-

ment committee, outlined the changes
to the proposed 29,000-square-foot
store — which will be the first super-
market in Scotch Plains in decades —
that will occupy the southwestern
corner of the property at the corner of
Mountain Avenue and Pinehurst Av-
enue. Committee members were less
than enthused about conceptual plans
shown last month that showed the
supermarket’s long exterior wall along
Mountain Avenue being somewhat
uniform in color and lacking much in
the way of windows.

Ms. Fleming showed a revised
sketch that included the exterior be-
ing made of three different colors of
brick, which will be broken up by a
series of faux windows. The new ren-
dition shows a building exterior, she
said, that “not as prison-like” as the
original drawing. She said that earlier
plan was not appropriate for a resi-
dential neighborhood. The faux win-
dows, which will actually be situated
on the outside of what will be the

store’s storage and delivery areas,
will be able to be used to display store
products or, as one committee mem-
ber suggested, artwork related to
Scotch Plains or other types of street
art.

Pending some last-minute negotia-
tions over the financing of the project,
the township council as early as this
week will formally approve the rede-
velopment plans for the 5.5-acre site
and then the planning board will hold
public hearings on the site plan itself.
Besides the Lidl store, park-and-ride
lot, with 51 parking spaces for bus
commuters, will be located where the
existing Snuffy’s building is located
at the corner of Mountain Avenue and
Park Avenue and a 6,000-square-foot
retail-type building will be located
closer to Route 22 and could house up
to three tenants.

Mayor Alexander Smith said last
week that he hopes that by this time
next year, the property’s redevelop-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Correction
A front-page article in last week’s

Westfield Leader on coverage of the
Cranford Planning Board should have
reported that the reexamination of the
Cranford Master Plan report is sched-
uled for Wednesday, September 18,
at 8 p.m. At that time, the public can
appear and ask questions or give com-
ments to the planning board. Formal
action may be taken at that meeting.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Transit Groups Provide
Updates On Rail Project

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Transportation ad-
vocates sounded optimistic that a new
commuter rail bridge outside of New-
ark can be built to replace the aging one
and improve train service between New
Jersey and New York City.

At a public meeting on Monday night
in Cranford, representatives from the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC),
which represents Union, Somerset,
Middlesex and Hunterdon counties, and
the Regional Plan Association, a re-
gional planning organization, spoke
about efforts to upgrade the rail trans-
portation infrastructure in the region
and also issued fresh warnings about
what a failure to fix the crumbling
infrastructure would mean for the New
York metropolitan area.

Bruce Bergen, RVRC chairman, said
that all steps necessary to secure federal
funding to replace the Portal Bridge
that spans the Hackensack River in
Kearny and Secaucus have been taken.
The bridge, a crucial link between Penn
Station in Newark and Penn Station in
Manhattan, has caused delays when it is
opened to allow marine traffic to pass
through, thus delaying trains in both
directions, and when it has become
stuck in the open position, another cause
of delays. Mr. Bergen said officials are
ready to “put a shovel in the ground”
and start work on a new bridge.

He also told the three dozen or so
attendees on Monday night that his
group continues to push for restoration
of one-seat rides into and from Manhat-
tan along the Raritan Valley line. The
group also backs a bill pending in the
State Legislature that would tempo-
rarily reduce NJ Transit fares on the
Raritan Valley line by 10 percent until
one-seat rides are restored. Until one-
seat rides are revived, the group is
pushing to have commuters in Newark
be able to change trains on the same

platform, Mr. Bergen said.
Mr. Bergen also gave a brief update

on the Gateway project to build two
new rail tunnels under the Hudson River
to ease congestion and to ensure addi-
tional tracks for commuters. The exist-
ing tunnels, built almost 110 years ago,
are deteriorating and the flooding expe-
rienced during Superstorm Sandy seven
years ago has accelerated the tunnels’
decay. Federal officials, specifically the
Trump White House, are still “not be-
hind this project,” Mr. Bergen said,
while also pointing out that the bid for
new tunnels does have the support of
Senators and Congressmen from the
region. “If we had the support of the
White House, things would be very
different,” he said.

Nat Bottigheimer, with the Regional
Plan Association, said state officials are
still waiting for environmental-impact
studies to be evaluated by officials in
Washington, who have been “sitting on
it for 18 months.” He said the review
process should only have taken a few
months, but as of now, there has been
“no word — literally radio silence”
from the federal government.

Earlier, he outlined some of the rami-
fications if new tunnels are not built and
the existing tunnels are even partially
shut down for further repairs. Taking
one tunnel out of service, he said, would
result in more crowded trains as well as
commuters seeking alternative means
of getting into Manhattan, including
PATH, buses, ferries and driving them-
selves, all of which will result in longer
commuting times. The impacts of a
tunnel closure, Mr. Bottigheimer said,
will be felt by everyone in the region. A
partial shutdown would also cost the
U.S. $16 billion over four years as
freight transportation along the busy
Northeast Corridor is affected.

He warned of continued delays in
securing federal funding for new tun-

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
NEW POLICE OFFICER SWORN IN…Officer Tyler Flowers, hired on Sep-
tember 2, is officially sworn in Monday night by Mayor Colleen Mahr in the
presence of his family, with The Bible being held by his grandfather. Tyler, 27,
is a resident of Scotch Plains and previously was a police officer in Tewksbury.

Community -- Downtown Westfield
Real Estate Openings.

Letter to the Editor -- Westfield
Politics Reviewed by Edward
Stellingwerf, Westfield.

Politics -- Garwood Dem. Party
Endorses Democratic Slate.

Sports -- Raiders Outhustle
Westfield in Boys Soccer; Blue Dev-
ils Air Attack Tops Tigers in Grid
Opener; Cougars Sack Montgomery
in Grid Home Opener; Soccer Blue
Devils Shut Out Oak Knoll Lady
Royals.

Redevelopment Agreements
OK’d for Snuffy’s, Downtown
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council on Tuesday took two
significant steps in the downtown re-
development process when it executed
an agreement conditionally naming a
redeveloper for the public properties
in the central business district and
also approved a redevelopment plan
for the Snuffy’s/Pantagis property.

Bedminster-based Advance Realty
and its partner PS&S Engineering
will work with township officials on
meeting certain deadlines and mile-
stones in a 150-day timetable that
will culminate early next year in a
formal plan being unveiled to the
public and, if the redevelopment com-
mittee and the council find it satisfac-

tory, then formally approved, paving
the way for actual construction to
start.

That first phase will center on the
township-owned properties where the
municipal building, the firehouse and
the library are located as well as the
parking lots adjacent to the municipal
building and library, behind the stores
that front Park Avenue and the park-
ing lot behind the row of businesses
on East Second Street adjacent to the
CVS pharmacy. Redevelopment of
these properties is expected to result
in about 48,000 square feet of new
retail and office space, more than
1,400 new parking spots and 177 new
housing units, 35 of which will be set
aside as affordable housing units.

The police and fire department

headquarters are expected to be relo-
cated to new facilities on Plainfield
Avenue across from the Public Works
Department. A new library will be
built in the same area as the present
location on Bartle Avenue.

Representatives from the develop-
ment team — Peter Cocoziello Ad-
vance Realty and John Sartor from
PS&S Engineering — attended
Tuesday’s council meeting, with Mr.
Cocoziello saying he looked forward
‘to working with all the stakeholders
in the community.” Mr. Sartor said
there would be “a lot of work to do in
the next 150 days,” and Mayor
Alexander Smith agreed, calling the
coming efforts “a heavy lift.”

Redevelopment Coordinator Tho-
mas Strowe said that the 150-day
timetable has “lots of flexibility” in
case certain deadlines are unable to
be met precisely. He said if the rede-
velopment committee is satisfied with
how the various tasks in the 150-day
plan have been completed, then the
council will formally designate Ad-
vance/PS&S as the redevelopment
team. After the council voted unani-
mously to approve the agreement,
Mayor Smith signed the documents
at his place on the dais in the council
chambers. The council also approved
a funding agreement calling for the
redevelopers to set up an escrow fund
to pay for the services of township
professionals during the redevelop-
ment process.

The council also unanimously in-
troduced an ordinance formally adopt-
ing the redevelopment plans for the
5.5-acre Snuffy’s/Pantagis site that
calls for the construction of a new
supermarket, a park-and-ride lot for
bus commuters with 51 parking spaces
and a 6,000-square-foot retail-type
building located closer to Route 22
that could house up to three tenants. A
public hearing will be held on Tues-

BOE to Interview Cands.
For Open Seat on Board

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
announced at its Thursday meeting that
candidates currently were being inter-
viewed for an open seat on the board
that will be left by Cynthia Clancy, who
is resigning from the board. It was
announced that there have been postings
on the board’s webpage and that any-
one interested in filling the Scotch Plains
seat should contact the district’s admin-
istration office.

Board President Karen Kulikowski
addressed the audience, noting that Ms.
Clancy is vacating her seat on the board
as she and her family will be moving out
of state.

Ms. Clancy first announced that she
had to give up her seat on the board in
late August. She noted that her children
all went through the district and that she
was grateful for such a great school
system for her family. Her seat expires
in the fall of 2020.

In other business, it was announced
that October will include Week of Re-
spect, National School Lunch Week
and School Violence Awareness Week.
Resolutions were unanimously passed
for these dedicated weeks, along with a
resolution recognizing October as Na-

tional Principals Month.
It was noted that the Week of Respect

would take place October 7 through
October 11 and would outline the
student’s bill of rights first passed in
2010 as anti-bullying legislation. Cop-
ies of the resolution have been sent to
Governor Phil Murphy, State Senator
Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd, Linden),
Assembly representatives Linda Carter
(D-22nd, Plainfield) and James
Kennedy (D-22nd, Rahway) and the
New Jersey and Union County School
Boards Association.

National School Lunch Week is slated
for October 14 through October 18 and
is dedicated to the health and well-
being of all students. School Violence
Awareness Week is October 21 through
October 25.
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